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PREFACE 


In  [iivsi'iitin^  tii  the  pubJic  this  voluiiic  of  historj'  iii"^l  biography,  the  publishers 
liavc  no  ai">li)y\'  to  make.  They  believed  the  time  ripe  for  such  a  work.  They  were  for- 
tiuiiite  ill  .si'ciiciiij;  the  services  of  Robei-t  F.  Eldredfje  to  prepare  the  general  history,  and 
the  reader  will  iij.'ree  with  us  that  is  well  dom'.  In  iU  preparation  Mr.  Eldredge  had  the 
benefit  of  miieh  vahLaliie  iiialerinl  K'ft  anion!;  liis  papers  l*y  the  late  Judge  James  B, 
Eldredfre,  whose  love  of  [lioueer  rciiiiniseeiK-es  au<l  iiKlustry  in  (-ollecting  data  relative  to 
the  history  of  tlie  locality  where  he  spent  his  life  wiT-e  well  known,  and  who  himself 
played  no  small  part  in  the  niakiiif>-  of  the  history  of  the  county  for  upwards  of  forty 
years.  It  was  the  plan  of  Mr,  Eldredge  to  search  the  ^iriginal  records  when  possible  and 
to  .supplement  them  by  information  obtained  from  old  residents  and  from  articles  pre- 
pared by  others  for  reading  before  Pioneer  Societies  and  other  gatherings,  and  the  entire 
ground  of  the  history-  of  the  eoinity  and  its  soi-ial,  in<lnstrial  and  political  progress  is  cov- 
ered as  acciu'ately  as  possilile,  and  as  fully  as  time  ami  space  would  permit. 

The.  biographical  sketches  are  of  special  interests,  our  corps  of  writers  having  gone 
to  the  peopU',  the  men  and  woiiieii  who  have,  by  their  enterprise  and  industry,  brought 
this  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those  coniprising  this  great  and  noble  state, 
and  from  their  Ii|)s  have  the  story  of  their  life  struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instruct- 
ive matter  eould  he  ju'esented  to  an  intelligent  publie.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a 
iveord  of  nniny  whose  lives  are  worthy  the  i]H!tation  of  eoniing  generations.  It  tells  how 
some,  coiiHiieneiiig  lite  in  poveHx-,  by  industry  and  eeononiy  have  accumulated  wealth. 
It  tells  ho"'  others,  with  limited  advanlafies  for  seenring  an  education,  have  become  learned 
men  and  women,  with  an  intluenee  extending  t.hiou!!hont  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.  It  tells  of  men  who  have  risen  frimi  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  states- 
uieu,  and  whose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  ever\'  walk  in  life  who 
have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It 
tells  also  of  many,  very  many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued 
the  ' '  even  tenor  of  their  way. ' '  content  to  have  it  said  of  them,  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman 
performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "They  have  done  what  they  could."  It  tells  how  many,  in 
the  pi-iile  and  sti^ensith  of  young  manhood,  left  the  plow  and  the  anvil,  the  lawyer's  oiBce 
and  the  counting-ninin,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's  call  went 
forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and 
peace  onee  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a 
lesson  thai    slionlil  not  he  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

(.'oming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure, 
from  the  fact  that  it  eontaiiis  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  publie  records 
and  which  would  otherwise  be  inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation 
of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible  given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness 
in  what  has  been  written;  and  the  publishers  flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their 
readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  biographical  sketches, 
portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume. 
For  this  the  publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a.  proper  conception  Of  the  work,  some 
refused  to  give  the  information  necessary  to  compile  a  slicteh,  while  others  were  indifferent. 
Occasionally  some  member  of  the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of 
such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested  one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances 
men  never  could  be  found,  though  repi'atcd  calls  were  made  at  their  residence  or  place  of 
business. 

August,  1903,  THE  S.  J.  CLARKE  PUBLISHING  CO. 
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KOBKKT    P.    ELDREDGE. 

It)  till'  Unvn  of  Greenwich,  "Washington 
county,  New  Yorli,  in  1808,  was  born  to 
JiiiiK'K  H.  Kldredge  (bom,  Argyle,  New 
Yorli,  1785 ;  <lied,  Ilaniiltoii,  New  York, 
1865)  his  oldest  son,  Robert  P.  Eldredge., 
In  the  winter  of  1814-15  the  family  removed 
to  Lebanon,  IMadison  county,  New  York, 
where  Robert  F.  attended  the  coiinti'v  school 
and  acquired  the  love  of  nature  and  of  the 
svlviin  sportN  that  rejnained  with  him  all 
liii'oiifjli  life.  111-  .studied  to  j)i'et)are  for  col- 
lege a(  the  [liimilton  Aeiideiiiy.  bwt  owing 
to  the  death  of  his  mother  and  the  conse- 
quent bfeaking  up  of  the  family  he  was  un- 
able to  carry  out  his  father's  early  plans  of 
a  liberal  education.  lie  taught  school  and 
stiidied  law  in  the  office  of  Stowe  &  Uridley, 
at  Hamilton,  until  llie  .spi-iug  „f  1826  when, 
attracted  hv  a  eireular  deseriliiufr  the  ad- 
vanta^'e.s  of  Mii-hinaM,  lie  started  for  Detroit. 
lie  tcavele<l  hy  sta^'e  to  Uoehester.  by  eanal- 
paekct  to  ButtVilo  and  frimi  there  hy  steamer 
■•S\i]icfiof,"  tlic  bitter  piu'tioii  of  the  trip 
oeeU]>ving  three  (hvs-  time  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit,  lie  ceai-heil  Ibe  last  named  port 
Mav  2fi,  lf^:>li,  his  iimteHiil  wealth  eonsisting 
of  ten  shilliiiKS  and  liis  well-worn  clothing, 
lie  taiiglit  si-hool  in  one  of  tlie  poor-debtcu's ' 
rooms  of  the  obi  stone  .jail,  and  studied  law 
ill  thf  offiee  of  Henry  K.  Cole  that  summer 
and  then  wi'ut  to  I'ontiiK',  where  he  support- 
ed biiiiself  b.v  teaeliiu};'  school,  copying 
deeds,  ete.,  in  the  register's  office  until  July, 
1827,  in  the  meantime  improving  every  op- 
]K>rtunity  foi'  studying.  In  that  monlb  he 
walked  t.i  Mount  riemens,  his  future  luune, 
where  he  eontinued  bis  le-;a!  .studies,  while 
eai'uing  his  livinif,  until  his  admission  to 
prnefiee  at  the  Inu'  in   the  fall   of  182«,  lifter 


Mi  examination  Jii  opeu  court  iii  Detroit.  He 
used  to  relate,  as  illustrative  of  Detroit's 
lack  of  metropolitan  ways  in  those  days, 
that  in  going  from  Uncle  Ben's  Steamboat 
Hotel,  where  he  lodged,  to  the  old  eapitol 
to  take  his  examination  he  did  not  meet  a 
pedestrian. 

Returning  to  IMount  Clemens,  Jlr.  El- 
dredge hung  out  his  shingle — the  first  law- 
yei'  in  Macomb  county— and  from  that  time 
until  he  retired  from  practice  because  of  age 
and  poor  health  in  the  late  '70 's,  he  was  an 
active  and  fearless  leader  in  the  legal  profes- 
sion, engaged  in  nearly  every  important 
ease  at  the  Jlacomb  county  bar  for  many 
years,  and  also  a  frequent  practitioner  at  the 
St.  Clair  county  and  other  courts.  He  was 
associated  as  a  partner  with  the  late  Hon. 
(iiles  Hubbard  for  fifteen  years  and  later 
with  bis  son.  James  B.  Eldredge,  for  nearly 
twent,\'  years.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Moiuit 
Clemens,  in  November,  1884. 

Mr.  Eldredge  was  always  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  candidates  of 
the  Dcjnoeratic  party;  an  enthusiastic  lover 
of  InintiTiff,  fishing,  and  sports  that  brought 
him  into  <-los('  toiu-b  with  nature;  a  deep 
stmient  lie  regarded  the  law  as  a  grand  sci- 
ence and  its  practice  ennobling  when 
coupled  with  integrity  and  tiprightness  like 
his  own ;  firm  and  unyielding  in  his  opposi- 
tion to  wrong  as  he  saw  it  and  fearless  in  his 
deniuieiation  of  trickery  and  dishonesty,  he 
won  an  enviable  standing  in  the  community. 
In  February,  1832,  he  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  and  in  Febniary,  1842,  he  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  state  by  Governor  Bar- 
r.r,  a.  position  he  held  for  four  years.  Elect- 
ed to  the  state  senate  in  1846,  he  attended 
the  first  session   of  the   legislature  held  in 
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Lansing,  then. just  selected  as  capital  of  the 
state. 

In  October,  1831,  Mr.  Eldredge  married 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Catherine 
Crittenden,  who  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  township,  this  county.  To 
them  were  bom  Catherine,  who  now  lives 
unmarried  in  Chesterfield,  this  county; 
James  B. ;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  Colonel  Jud- 
son  S.  Farrar,  of  Mount  Clemens.  His  first 
wife  dying  in  1841,  Mr.  Eldredge  married, 
in  1849,  Jane  A.  Leonard,  daughter  of  Silas 
and  Margaret  (Berdan)  Leonard,  pioneers 
of  Lenox,  this  county.  Emily  M.  Eldredge, 
only  child  of  this  second  marriage,  died 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Mount  Clemens  un- 
married, December  29,  1900. 


JAMES   B.   KLDKED(iE. 

James  B.  Eldredge,  son  of  the  foregoing, 
was  born  at  Mount  Clemens,  November  '25, 
1834,  educated  at  the  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens,  Komeo  Academy  and  the  University 
of  Michigan,  at  which  latter  place  he  grad- 
uated in  June,  1855.  He  began  his  legal 
work  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  Eldredge  & 
Hubbard  at  Moiuit  Clemens  at  once  after 
completing  college,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  June,  1858,  at  the  Macomb  county 
circuit,  Jiidge  Oreen  presiding.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  faithful  follower  of  Jef- 
ferson and  many  were  the  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  democratic  party  and  many 
were  the  honors  that  party  conferred  on  him. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
state  house  of  representatives ;  in  1864,  1870, 
1872  and  1874,  prosecuting  attorney;  in 
1876  and  1880,  judge  of  probate;  and  in 
1893,  circuit  judge.  Besides  filling  these  of- 
fices, Judge  Eldredge  served  the  village  of 
Mount  Clemens  as  recorder  and  president, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  trustees.  The  unselfish  de- 
votion of  Judge  Eldredge  to  the  cause,  his 
skill  in  quieting  differences,  his  iintiring  in- 
dustry, and  his  recognized  ability  made  him 
unusually  infinential  in  his  party's  councils 
and  won  him  the  admiration  and  enthusiastic 
support  of  Macomb  county's  democracy.  He 
was  their  choice  for  congress  in  1886  and 
received  their  votes  in  the  convention,  and 
their  disappointment  when  St.  Clair  county 
refused  to  unite  with  them  in  nominating 
him  as  circuit  judge  in  1887  led  to  a  reversal 
of  the  then  normal  six  hundred  democratic 


majority  in  the  county  to  a  republican  ime 
of  about  that  size.  The  sincere  and  numev- 
oiis  expressions  of  regret  from  all  parts  of 
the  county  when  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  retire  from  the  position  of  circuit  judge 
in  1899,  testified  emphatically  to  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  he  was  held  by  all 
without  regard  to  party.  The  members  of 
the  bar  of  St.  Clair  county,  too,  where  Judge 
Eldredge  frequently  held  court  during  his 
term  were  equally  warm  and  eloquent  in 
their  tributes  to  his  worth,  and  at  a  banquet 
and  reception  tendered  him  on  his  retirenjent 
they  presented  him  with  a  fine  gold  watch 
and  chain,  suitably  engraved,  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  feelings. 

Polities  and  oflSce-holding  were  not  allowed 
to  exclude  the  practice  of  the  law  from 
5[r.  Eldredge 's  life  and  the  years  from  his 
admission  to  his  assuming  the  judicial  er- 
mine were  crowded  with  legal  work.  Tlie 
firm  with  which  he  was  connected,  whether 
Eldredge  &  Hubbard,  E.  P.  &  J.  B.  Eldredge, 
or  Eldredge  &  Spier  (1883-1893),  was  al- 
ways one  of  the  most  prominent  and  busy 
firms  of  the  county  and  Judge  Eldredge  was 
ever  recognized  as  a  power  in  the  courts  of 
this  county  and  state 

Nor  did  Judge  Eldredge  allow  his  profew- 
si<m  to  absorb  his  attention  to  the  extent 
that  any  one  who  had  a  worthy  ])lan  for 
furthering  the  industrial,  social  or  education- 
al progress  of  the  city  or  eoimty  ever  found 
him  too  busy  to  listen  or  too  indifferent  to 
advise  and  aid.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  stu- 
dent of  farming  and  an  active  worker  for 
the  improvement  of  agricultiire  and  of  the 
farmer's  condition.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Mount  Cletiiens  chamber  of  cniiimerce  fm 
many  years,  a  member  of  the  M^isonic  lodge 
and  chapter,  of  the  Mount  rii'iiu-nH  Cliil),  the 
"Old  Crowd,"  the  Mount  ClniKMis  IliiiUiiig 
and  Fishing  Club  and  other  business,  soeiiil 
and  fraternal  organizations. 

The  hold  he  had  on  the  hearts  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors  among  whom  he  had  spent 
his  life  was  again  made  evident  when  two 
years  later,  Fehruai-y  18,  1901,  he  died  at  his 
home  on  Cass  avenue,  Jloirat  Clemens, 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

On  January  27,  1859,  he  was  married  to 
Helen  D.  Pitch,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Julia  A.  (Whipple)  Fitch,  of  Albion,  New 
York,  who  with  his  two  children,  Julia  L. 
(born  November  19,  1859),  wife  of  Silas  B. 
Spier,  and  Robert  F.  (born  September  19, 
1864),  survived  liiiii,  ami  now  live  in  Mount 
Clemens. 
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ROIiKHT  F.  Kl.UllKDGE. 

Jidhcrt  F,  KIdrwIs''.  «"»  «f  the  preceding;, 
Wits  lioi-n  III  Mount  Cli'meus,  September  19, 
ISIi-i-  wiis  edui'ati-d  iit  tlu'  Mount  CleiiR'iis 
r)uhlir  sHiodls  iiiul  tlie  riiivei-sity  "f  .Mk'hi- 
-iui.  After  ^Tiuliuitiiif,'  from  the  WWnuy 
,l<-partiiieiit  of  tlie  iiiiiv.THity  in  IHSf)  he 
spent  one  yeiir  hh  the  iiSMistiUit  librariiiii  of 
tliat  inNlitutidii  of  JeHrniiip:  aiul  then  took 
lip  the  stiiiiy  <if  \»\v  in  the  office  of  Eldredge 
&  Spier.  lie  wms  admitted  to  the  har  in  Oc- 
ti.her,  1888,  and  since  that  time  hjis  heeii 
e!L<raged  in  the  ]irjietice  of  the  h'jjal  profes- 
sion. "  He  was  proliate  re^nster  of  the  eoinity, 
1894-7,  and  dtv  attorney  of  Mount  Clemens, 
1893-5  and  l«96-7.  lie  waw  in  practice  in  De- 
troit from  1897  to  lUdl,  l)eiTii;'  all  of  tlinl  time 
associated  ivith  Ihm.  Kllicdt  ii.  Stevenson, 
first  as  an  assistant  and  later  us  a  partner. 
I'pon  the  death  of  his  fatlier  in  1901,  Mr.  El- 
dmlfje  returned  to  Mount  Clemens  an<l  has 
since  that  time  maintained  an  office  here. 
Immediatelv  on  his  return  he  was  agaiii  ap- 
pointed eity  attorney,  a  po.sition  held  hy  him 
Ihree  «f  the  past  four  years. 

XOKTOX    I.,    MJLLKK. 

Xoi'ton  h.  MiUer.  decease.!,  was  fur  many 
years  a  prominent  and  intlueutial  citizen  of 
Jlaeoudi  eoinity  amf  his  activity  in  husincss 
aiul  political  atfairs  jfained  him  ju'omineiiee 
that  makes  it  imperative  that  he  shoidd  he 
mentioned  amon^'  the  vcpirsentative  uLcn  of 
the  past.  He  was  a  native  of  JJerkshirc 
eountv,  Massachusett-i.  horn  Deeemhcr  2.  ISU), 
His  father.  0/ni  Miller,  was  a  native  of  Coti- 
iu'eticul,  and  the  Krandfathei',  SanLUel  MiUer, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Kevohitionary  war,  while 
his  fal)u-r,  a  native  ol'  Knfrland.  came  to  the 
new  world  at  an  eari\-  period  in  the  develop- 
ment of  Uds  c(nuitrv  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut. \Vit)i  Ills  family  0>;ni  Miller  left 
:Mussachusctts  in  1818  ami  iviimved  to  Monroe 
county.  Xew  York,  scttliu}.'  about  ten  mih's 
Houtb  of  the  eitv  of  Hi.chesier.  In  18:W  the 
famiiv  took  up  their  abode  in  Kav  township. 
Maeoiiih  eountv.  MJeliisran,  where  tlie  father 
followed  the  oecupation  of  fannins!  until  his 
death,  whieli  occurred  in  18411. 

Norton  li.  Miller  was  i-eared  under  The 
parental  roof,  pur-iued  a  public-school  educa- 
tion and  afte!-war<l  en-a^'cd  in  teaehin- 
schoi>l  through  the  winter  months.  Imt  duriui.' 
the  firealer  pari  of  the  vear  worked  at  the 
miller's  trade,  which  he  learned  in  early  life 
and    which    he    followe.l    continuouslv    until 


1866.  In  tlie  meantime  he  was  elected  to 
public  office,  beinp  chosen  by  popular  vote  to 
the  ofliee  of  eount.y  register  of  deeds  in  1856. 
lie  was  re-elected  in  1858  nnd  again  tilled  that 
position  for  two  years.  Following  his  retire- 
ment from  ofifiee  he  purchased  the  Lafeeville 
millH,  in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  in  De- 
cember, 1861.  and  engaged  in  their  operation 
for  five  years.  He  was  also  postmaster  at 
Lakeville*  for  fonr  years  under  the  appoint- 
ment of  President  Lincoln.  In  1867  he  re- 
tnriied  to  Jlaconib  county  and  the  following 
yeai'  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
"legislature,  proving  a  capable  working  mem- 
ber of  the  house.  His  duties  were  discharged 
so  capably  and  with  such  regard  for  the  wel- 
fart^  of  his  constituents  and  for  the  state  at 
large  that  he  was  i-e-elected  in  1870.  His 
eoui'se  in  the  house  jn'oved  of  marked  value 
to  the  commonwealth  and  his  life  record  was 
eliai'»cteri/ed  l»v  all  that  was  emnmendable, 
he  being  public^spiritcd.  trustworthy  and  re- 
liable and  actuated  at  all  times  by  honorable 
purpo.se.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  Hapeer 
eountv  Michigan.  lie  returned  to  Mount 
Clemens  on  a  visit  and  here  departed  this  life, 
A|>]'il  18,  1891.  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  March, 
1888,  and  both  lie  buried  in  Moniit  Clenums 
cemeterv. 

In  earlv  maidiood  Mr.  Miller  was  married 
to  .Miss  Frances  E.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  "Wil- 
liam Lewis  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
Maecmih  eountv,  Midiigan.  in  1835.  The 
children  of  tjiis  marriage  are  as  follows: 
Lewis  M.  has  been  a  cleric  in  the  government 
<iffice  at  Lansing  and  is  now  clerk  in  the 
house  of  re)UTsi-Titatives,  being  otificial  com- 
piler of  laws  of  the  state  of  ^liehi^an.  Fan- 
nie .M  is  the  wife  of  llenrv  E.  Knssell  of 
.Mount  Clemens.  Ahncr  1'.  is  also  living  in 
Mount  Clemens,  William  X.  is  tilling  the  ]m- 
sition  of  de|>iity  sheritT  of  Macomb  <-onnty. 
Millie  is  the  wife  of  Preston  Keith  of  Bufl'alo, 
Xew  York.  Freil  C,  who  enlisted  in  the  re- 
organized Third  Infantry  of  Michigan,  starved 
with  C(mn>any  I  .if  that  command  and  died 


ARTlirU.I.  WAKUKN.  M,  I). 

Dr.  Arthur  .]".  Warren,  whose  prominence 
in  medical  circles  is  indicated  by  the  liberal 
patronage  accorded  him.  was  born  in  Flint, 
Michigan.  Octol)er  2,'A.  1869,  his  parents  being 
.Jesse  and  Mar^'  E.  (Dexter)   Warren. 

Or.  Arthur  J.  Warren,  reared  amid  rural 
surroundings,  began  his  education  in  the  pub- 
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lie  schools  and  afterward  attended  the  Mich- 
igan Agricultural  College.  He  later  entered 
the  Detroit  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  May,  1893.  In  1895  he 
eame  ta  Movmt  Clemens,  where  he  entered 
upon  the  private  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He 
is  accounted  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  and  the  Macomb  Coun- 
ty Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Warren  was  married,  in  July,  1897,  to 
Miss  Luella  M.  Kirkhuft'.  a  daughter  of  John 
Kirkhuff  of  Fenton,  Michigan.  Fraternally, 
Dr.  Warren  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  the  K.  of  P.  He 
is  secretary  of  the  Macomb  county  pension 
board. 


WILLIAM  II.  LITTLE. 

William  II,  Little,  living  on  section  3,  Clin- 
ton township,  was  horn  on  the  old  homestead 
farm  of  the  Little  family  in  this  township, 
March  29,  1833.  He  represents  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  state. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Robert  Little, 
Sr..  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  the 
west  when  there  were  few  settlers  within  the 
territorj'  of  Michigan.  Choosing  Macomb 
county  as  the  place  of  his  location  he  farmed 
the  laud  where  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens 
now  stands.  His  sou,  Rolrert  Little,  Jr.,  was 
born  on  Harrison's  island,  in  March,  1803, 
and  was  reared  in  Macomb  county  amid  the 
environments  and  scenes  of  frontier  life, 
sharing  m  the  hardships  and  trials  which 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settler.  Having 
arrived  at  adult  age  he  was  mniTied  in  this 
state  to  Miss  Margaret  Dunlap,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  the  city  of  <Jlasgow,  whence 
she  came  to  the  new  world  when  a  maiden  of 
fifteen  years.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
Robert  Little  settled  on  the  land  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  son,  Milton  Little,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  there  in  1832,  He  cleared 
and  improved  this,  developing  a  good  prop- 
erty, and  upon  the  old  home  place  he  con- 
tiued  to  reside  until  his  life's  labors  were  end- 
ed in  death,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1875.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  a  few  years.  In  their 
family  were  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

William  H.  Little  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  the  usual  manner  of  farm- 
er lads  of  the  period.  He  acfiuired  his  edu- 
cation by  attending  the  district  schonls  dnr- 
inj!'  the  winter  ]iiiinths  iiiid  llifoiii;|]  tlic  sum- 


mer seasons  he  aided  in  the  work  of  plowing, 
planting  and  harvesting.  In  1872  he  wiis 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Margaret  Fox,  m 
native  of  Maeomb  county,  who  spent  her  girl- 
hood days  here.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  farm  home- 
stead, Mr.  Little  devoting  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  its  further  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment. He  built  a  good  neat  residence  anil 
developed  an  excellent  farm.  In  1890  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and 
their  only  child  Sadie  had  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years.  Following  the  death  of  his  wifi> 
Mr.  Little  resided  for  three  years  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  M'as  then  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Mrs.  Ahna  Peck,  a 
widow,  who  was  bom  in  Macomb  county,  their 
marriage  taking  place  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1893.  Mrs.  Little  is  a  daughter  of  Jolni 
Tucker,  also  a  native  of  Michigan.  His  father 
was  stolen  by  the  Indians  when  a  child  and 
carried  with  them  to  their  eainp.  but  later 
he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  and  set- 
tled in  Michigan.  John  Tucker  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  six  sons  and  twci 
daughters.  He  married  Miss  Ruth  Antoi- 
nette Suppore,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
was  brought  to  Michigan  in  her  girlhood  days 
and  was  here  reared.  Mr.  Tucker  was  a  ma- 
son by  trade  and  became  a  contractor  and 
builder,  carrying  on  business  along  that  line 
in  Saginaw,  Michigan,  for  thirty  years.  His 
daughter  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sagi- 
naw and  was  there  married  to  Frederick 
Peck,  a  native  of  New  York,  in  1880.  Jlr. 
Peek  was  a  prominent  and  influential  busi- 
ness man  of  Saginaw  for  a  number  of  leai'^. 
There  were  two  ehildien  b^  that  union  Cath- 
erine and  Fredericlt,  both  of  whom  aie  now 
students  in  the  Mount  Ckmens  high  schiiol. 
Mr,  Little  is  a  earpentei  b>  trade  and  n 
early  life  followed  that  business  fot  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  traveled  quite  e^ctensiv  elv. 
working  at  his  trade  m  Omaha  m  Den^^r 
and  afterwanl  in  Mexico  subsequent  to  whu  h 
time  he  again  went  to  Denver  Hl  also  trn- 
eled  through  Montana  and  the  Red  m^r 
valley,  working  at  his  trade  at  ditfeient  times 
and  also  engaging  in  mining  in  the  gold- 
fields  nf  the  ditt'erent  distiicts  He  likewise 
visited  tlie  Yellowstone  valley  and  wert  down 
tlie  civer  nil  fiuthonts  with  five  hundied  min- 
ers and  raiichet-s.  After  vaiied  and  interest- 
ing experiences  in  the  west  he  retunnd  to  his 
native  state  and  settled  upon  a  part  of  the 
old  homfstead,  since  which  time  he  has  gi^eii 
his  attention  to  agricultuial  puisuits  inl 
he   is  to-day   the   ownei    of  SL\(nt\    aeres  of 
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ViUtiaWe  and  productive  land  on  section  3, 
Clinton  township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Little  is  an  earn- 
i^st  republican,  being  tlie  only  member  of  the 
family  who  supports  that  party,  for  the  others 
iire  democrats,  and  in  the  faith  of  the  latter 
organization  Mr.  Little  was  reared.  His 
study  of  the  political  issues  and  questions  of 
the  day,  however,  has  led  him  to  give  his 
sn]tport  to  the  republican  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
i-hurch  of  Mount  Clemens  and  are  much  es- 
teemed in  the  community  where  they  have 
so  lonpr  resided.  His  has  been  an  eventful 
lifn  bfcause  of  the  experience  which  he  had 
dui-iHU'  Iiin  sojourn  in  the  west.  He  has  also 
witiK'SNi'd  much  of  the  growth  and  develop- 
jui'iit  of  lii.s  native  county  and  is  here  widely 
:i]id    f;uonilily    known. 


FRANK  T.  FORTON. 

Frank  T.  Forton,  who  carries  on  general 
ajrricultural  pursuits  on  section  36,  Sterling 
township,  was  born  February  28,  1867,  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  i-esides,  his  parents  beins 
Francis  and  Guilletta  (Trowbridge)  Forton. 
The  father  was  horn  in  "Wayne  county,  Michi- 
gan, August  22, 1832,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Isabel  (Itobertjolm)  Forton,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  Michigan.  The  grand- 
father was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in 
18H8  removed  to  Macomb  county,  settling 
upon  a  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject. 
ITcre  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  bis  deatli, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  fifty-three  yeai-s 
of  age.  In  his  family  were  two  children  who 
are  yet  living:  FraJicis  J.  and  John,  the  lat- 
ter a  ]nechanic,  residing  in  Benton  Ifarhor. 
^lichigan. 

Francis  J.  Forton  lias  been  a  I'esident  of 
-Macomb  county  for  sixty  years  and  has  wit- 
nessed its  development  from  a  wilderness. 
There  were  few  settlements  at  the  time  he 
iin-ived  here  and  amid  pioneer  envivonmenta 
he  ivas  reared.  He  did  most  of  the  work  of 
clearing  upon  the  farm,  which  is  now  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivati()n.  The  family  home 
Avas  a  log  cabin  until  a  frame  I'esidence  was 
erected  by  Francis  J.  Forton.  He  prospered 
in  his  business  luidertn kings,  placing  many 
improvements  upon  his  farm,  and  also  extend- 
ed its  boundaries,  becoming  the  owner  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
lie  entered  his  farm  from  the  government 
and  performed  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
new  land,  but  bis;  lalinrs!  were  at  last  crowned 


with  success  and  us  the  years  advanced  he 
became  a  prosperous  agrienlturiat.  In  1900 
he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  on  the  6th  of  March 
of  that  year  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Grove 
cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children :  Eva  is  the  wife  of  Myron  Devinney, 
a  farmer  residing  at  Milton,  north  of  Mount 
Clemens,  and  they  have  five  children;  Elmer 
Dwight,  a  blaelismith,  who  lives  at  Evert, 
Osceola  county,  Michigan,  is  married  and  has 
three  children ;  Frank  is  the  next  of  the  fam- 
ily; and  Isabel  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Frank  T.  Forton  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  has  always  followed 
farming  upon  the  old  farm  homestead,  hav- 
ing in  his  youth  gained  practical  knowledge 
of  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  fields,  while 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  cidtivat- 
ing  the  land  and  caring  for  the  crops.  He 
began  for  himself  when  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  and  through  his  well  directed  efforts 
has  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1895,  Frank  T.  For- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara 
Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Delia  (Wil- 
liams) Fuller.  Her  father  was  born  in  Mich- 
igan and  is  now  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  is  employed  as  janitor  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Mrs.  Forton  was  bom  in 
Lenox  township,  Macomb  county,  piu^ued 
her  education  in  the  district  schools  and  high 
school  of  Mount  Clemens  and  for  four  years 
was  connected  with  educational  interests  in 
Macomb  county  as  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Clinton  and  "Warren  townships.  BIr.  Forton 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party,  as  does  his  father.  He  has  sei-ved  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  has  been  school  director 
and  in  1903  was  elected  supervisor,  which  po- 
sition he  is  now  capably  fiUing,  being  at  the 
present  time  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
sheriffs'  and  constables'  claims  and  also  chair- 
man of  the  drainage  committee.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Maccabees'  lodge  at 
Warren.  He  is  well  known  as  an  enterpris- 
ing farmer  and  reliable  citizen,  justly  deserv- 
ing mention  among  the  representative  men  of 
Macomb  county. 


ROBERT  FOX. 

Slichigan  offei-s  many  opportunities  to  the 
men  who  choose  farming  and  stock-raising  as 
a  life  work.  Her  soil  is  productive  and  her 
fields  yield  a.  rich  return  for  the  care  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  thcni.  and  the  persisten- 
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cy  of  purpose  luid  iiiii-cmittiii<>:  iiidiwtry  dis- 
played JD  the  life  of  Robert  >\»x  hiivt;  not 
failed  to  seeure  their  best  tiiiiiiicial  reward, 
lie  is  to-diiv  eliissed  witli  tlit'  sid)stinitial  afr- 
I'icHltiirists.  Ktoelt-1'ins.Ts  iiiid  (liui'V]]U'ii  of 
CliiitoiL  lowiisliip,  Ids  Jioiiii-  lu'in-'  on  seetion 
'.>.  He  w«s  l)or]i  un  tliiN  fiinii,  llewiiibei'  8, 
lHo4.  ii  soil  of  (iiLstaviis  Fox.  wbo  was  lioni 
in  rotini-cticut  in  1811),  'I'iie  srrandfather, 
-Joel  Fox.  also  a  native  of  tliiit  state,  beeame 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  M iebi<,'!ni.  loeatiiiji 
in  Maci)rid>  eoiuity  in  18^7.  (liistaviis  Fox 
arrived  in  this  county  when  a  younjr  man  and 
ill  l&tiii  he  entered  from  the  jioveniiiient  a 
part  of  the  tract  of  lani!  on  which  his  son 
Kohert  now  resides,  thus  hei'oniiii}:  owner  of 
sixty-eitrht  iiei'es.  It  was  eoverwi  with  the 
native  ^-rowth  of  timher,  not  a  furnnv  haviujf 
hcH'ii  turned  nor  an  iiiiproviniient  made,  but 
he  at  on.-e  Ix'^an  to  hew  tlown  the  trees  and 
to  develo|>  a  farm.  As  a  coiniianion  and  help- 
mute  for  life's  journev  he  i-hose  Miss  Siirah 
IJnrnliaJii  of  Ciinada. 'and  tliev  reared  their 
familv  here.  He  ivai-lied  an  advaneed  ajre. 
passiiitr  awav  November  17.  1!)IH.  while  his 
wife  departed  this  life  dune  18,  18;)ri. 

liolx-rt  l-'ox  is  the  voun^est  of  a  fainilv  of 
eidit  clnldreo,  seven  of  whom  aiv  vet  liviim. 
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farm  whei'e  lu'  still  v 
school  of  the  iie!i;hl)ii 
inasteriuft  there  the  common  hranehi's  of 
English  learning.  From  liis  boyhood  days  hi- 
wan  his  father's  assistant  iind  latei'  he  re- 
lieved his  father  of  the  care  and  niauHfrenient 
of  the  h(niie  |ilaee.  lie  has  never  desired  other 
oecupation.  but  has  ahvays  been  content  to 
enjrage  in  a^rienltural  pursuit •<,  and  to-day,  in 
eonnection  with  the  raisiu'r  of  the  eereals  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  he  also  raises  some 
Sjood  g'rades  of  stock  and  (conducts  a  dairy 
business,  the^:e  varied  int.eri'sts  retnrninjr  him 
a  Srood  income. 

■Mr.  Fox  was  married  in  .Mount  {'lemens. 
December  8,  1885,  to  .Miss  Florence  M.  Teats, 
a  native  of  Macomb  county,  born  and  reared 
in  Harrison  township.  She  is  a  dauyhter  of 
Edward  and  Harriet  Teats,  wii.i  were  early 
residents  ot  Harrison  township,  l>iit  .Mr. 
Teats  is  now  living'  in  Mount  Clemens, 
:Mr.  ami  Mrs,  Fon  have  eisrlit  ehildreii  livini.'; 
(Jertie.  who  is  a  student  in  the  hijrh  school: 
Marpraret  11. :  Biii'nham  E.:  Henrietta  M,; 
Ethel  B.;  Ilobert  II. ;  Olive  E.;  and  .Merle  A. 

5Ir.  Fox  exercises  his  risrht  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  de- 
mocracy and  has  bmi  elected  and  served  for 
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lieen  a  member  of  the  seh(K)l  board  for  a 
iiumbei-  of  years,  wan  school  inspector  for  six 
.vears  and  has  done  everj-thins  in  his  powei- 
to  promote  the  cause  of  edncation  here.  He 
served  on  the  federal  .jurv  in  Detroit  for  a 
oundier  of  terms  and  has  lieen  active  and  in- 
fluential in  public  alTairs  of  his  locality,  stand- 
ing as  the  champion  of  all  progi'essive  meas- 
nres.  He  has  witnessed  marked  development 
in  Macomb  county,  liaviii;;  seen  .Mount  Clem- 
ens grow  from  a  small  town  into  one  of  the 
important  cities  of  the  state,  and  lie  takes 
jusl  |)ride  in  what  has  been  aeeoniplished 
iiere. 


WH.LIAM  (HiKKNSIIIKLDS.  -M.  1). 

The  iiawic  Ureenshields  has  lont;  been  as- 
sociated with  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
.Macomb  county,  for  Dr.  Ore  en  shields  is  to- 
da.v  one  of  the  oldest  representatives  of  flic 
medical  fraternity  here.  For  fort.v  years  he 
has  devote<l  his  time  and  cnc)'i:ies  to  the  im- 
portant worh  of  alleviating  human  suffering 
and  i-esToriiig  healtli.  his  residence  in  Komeo 
dating  from  18(i4,  He  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  l.aiiaH;,  and  in 
lH<  voiitli  he  was  afforded  excellent  educa- 
tional advantages,  liis  iireliminary  course 
being  su|>|>leiiiented  bvan  eight  vears"  course 
in  the  I'niversilv  of  (ila.sgow.  Having  thus 
carefully  prepared  for  the  practice  of  iiie<li- 
eine.  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  liis  ju'o- 
tession  and  for  five  vears  thereafter  re- 
mained in  llii'  old  world.  In  18H4  he  crossed 
the  Atianfie  to  America  ami  made  his  wav 
direct  to  .Maeomb  county,  .Michigan.  sio<-e 
which  time  he  has  lived  in  Romeo,  He  was 
soon  well  established  in  business,  liaving 
bnilt  up  a  large  practice  in  the  town  and 
through()ut  the  adjacent  I'onntv.  giving 
proof  of  his  abilitv  in  the  excellenl  results 
wliieh  liavc  alleiided  his  efforts.  He  has  al- 
ways mainlaiued  a  progi'essive  s|nrit  in  con- 
neetion  with  his  i>rofe.ssioii.  keeping  in  touch 
with  advanced  ideas  through  reading  and 
study,  while  his  own  experience  lias  also 
gi'eatly  promoted  his  efficiency.  He  Ixdongs 
to  the  Maeomli  Countv  and  the  Northeastern 
District  .Medical  Societies  ami  in  his  practice 
follows  modern,  scientitie  methods. 

Or,  Creenshiehls  was  married  in  Macomb 
countv,  m  18()(:,  the  ladv  of  his  ciioice  being 
.Miss  .Mary  .McKav,  who  was  born  in  Michi- 
gan but  was  of  Scotch  lineage.     Thev  trav- 
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the  death  «£  Jlrs.  Gi'eensliiulds.  There  are 
two  living  children  of  this  marriage;  Jean 
Gray,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Thoring- 
ton,  a  well  known  lawyer  of  Romeo ;  and  R. 
M.  Greenshields,  who  is  now  associated  with 
his  fat-her  in  tke  practice  of  medicine.  One 
son,  Dr.  John  Greenshields,  reached  adult 
age,  was  well  educated  in  tlie  science  of 
medicine,  and  was  siiccessfnlly  ]tracticing  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  oeeurred  May 
11,  1900,  when  he  was  thirty-two  years  of 
age. 

Dr.  Greenshields  politically  is  a  republi- 
ca]i,  hut  has  never  had  aspiration  for  of- 
iiee,  as  he  has  always  desired  to  give  un- 
divided attention  to  his  business.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Ro- 
meo and  is  a  Mason,  having  taken  the  de- 
grees of  capitular  and  chivalrie  in  Masonry, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  blue  lodge.  Dr.  Green- 
shields has  a  very  wide  and  favorable  ac- 
([Uiiintance  in  the  county,  his  professional 
services  bringing  him  into  touch  with  many 
families  and  the  worth  of  his  character,  as 
well  as  his  ability,  has  been  proven  in  the 
many  years  of  his  practice  here. 


JOllX  IRWIN. 

John  Imin,  who  has  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  adjoinhig  the  corporate  limits  of 
Mount  Clemens,  being  situated  in  Harrison 
township,  is  of  Canadian  birth  and  belongs 
to  that  class  of  men  who  have  souglit  homes 
acro^  the  border,  beneliting  by  the  improved 
business  conditions  of  the  United  States  with 
her  livelier  competition  and  advancement 
more  quickly  secured.  Mr.  Irwin  was  bom 
June  10,  1843,  and  is  of  Irish  lineage.  His 
father,  John  Irwin,  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
isle,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world 
when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years,  set- 
tling in  Upper  Canada,  near  the  city  of  Ham- 
ilton. He  was  afterward  married  there  to 
Mia*  Mary  Walsh,  who  was  likewise  of  Irish 
birth.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
continued  to  engage  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil 
in  Canada  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1852.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  num- 
lier  of  years  and  carefully  reared  her  chil- 
dren, who  are  three  in  number,  the  daughters 
being  Kate,  who  became  the  wife  of  James 
Lynch  of  Macomb  county;  and  Mary  Ann, 
the  deceased  wife  of  John  Lynch,  of  Mount 
Clemens. 

John  Irwin,  the  only  son,  was  bvit  nine 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 


He  wan  reared  upon  the  home  farm  in  Can- 
ada until  nineteen  years  of  age  and  during 
that  period  enjoyed  the  educational  privi- 
leges atforded  by  the  public  schools.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  the  city  of  Erie,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  became  car  inspector  for  the  Phila- 
delphia Railroad  Company,  a  position  which 
he  occupied  for  several  years.  In  1866  he 
made  his  way  to  the  oil  fields  of  Pennsylva- 
nia where  he  was  engaged  in  sinking  oil  wells 
under  contract,  and  in  this  way  he  conducted 
a  profitable  business  for  about  a  year.  He 
then  turned  his  attention  to  the  butchering 
business,  conducting  a  meat  market  at  Parks 
Landing,  where  he  built  up  a  good  trade, 
carrying  on  his  store  until  1872.  On  selling 
out  he  removed  to  Michigan,  purchasing  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  This  was  a  place 
of  one  himdred  and  twenty  acres  and  taking 
up  his  abode  thereon  he  began  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation.  He  has  made 
some  substantial  improvements,  rebuilding 
and  remodeling  the  house  and  erecting  some 
good  outbuildings.  His  buildings  and  or- 
chard were  largely  wrecked  in  the  cyclone 
which  occurred  May  25,  1896,  but  he  at  once 
set  to  work  to  repair  the  damages  and  there 
is  now  no  trace  of  the  wreck  which  at  that 
time  was  wrought.  Mr.  Irwin  has  purchased 
more  land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  which  is  rich  and  arable.  In  con- 
nection with  general  farming  he  makes  a 
business  of  feeding  and  fattening  cattle  for 
the  market,  shipping  about  a  carload  annu- 
ally. 

Mr.  Irwin  commenced  life  for  himself  a 
poor  man.  empty-handed,  and  hard  work  has 
been  tie  basis  of  his  success.  As  the  years 
have  passed  he  has  added  little  by  little  to  his 
capital  which,  invested  in  his  farm,  has  made 
him  the  owner  of  a  very  valuable  and  well 
improved  property.  He  not  only  owns  his 
home  place  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Harri- 
son township,  adjoining  the  corporate  limits 
of  Mount  Clemens,  but  also  has  forty  acres 
of  land  near  New  Baltimore.  On  the  12th 
of  July,  1870,  Mr.  Irwin  was  married  in 
Titusville,  Pennsylvania,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  De- 
vaney,  a  widow,  and  a  native  of  Canada. 
Her  father  was  Martin  Devaney,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Canada,  who  located  near 
Walkerton,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Irwin  have  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  and  by  her  first  mar- 
riage Mrs.  Irwin  had  a  daughter,  Maggie,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  George  Douglas,  of  Mount 
Clemens,  and  the  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are:  Gussie,  who  is  a  capable  teacher 
of  Macomb  county;  John  W.,  city  engineer 
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i)£  Mount  Clt'iiieiis;  Eciward  M.,  who  owiix 
and  operates  a  good  farm  in  Harrison  towu- 
sMp;  Charles  P.,  Kate  and  (ieordc,  all  at 
home;  and  James  L.,  an  attorney,  who  is  » 
graduate  of  tlic  .Michitjan  University  at  Ann 
Arbor. 

Since  cantins  hi»  first  presidential  ImJlot 
for  General  JlcClelland  in  1864  Jlr.  Irwin 
has  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  dciiioeratie 
principles,  voting  for  t-aeh  nominee  at  the 
head  of  the  national  ticket  except  in  the  year 
1872  when  lie  lost  his  franchise  by  moving 
to  Miehipan.  He  has  held  Heveral  loeal 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  serving  for  four- 
teen years  as  highway  eommissioner  and  also 
filling  the  offiee  of  justice  of  the  peace.  In 
1891  be  wax  elected  supervisor  and  b,v  re- 
election fllled  that  office  for  twelve  consecu- 
tive years.  Then  again  after  an  interval  of 
a  year  he  was  once  more  elected  and  is  now 
the  present  efficient  supervisor  of  Harrison 
township.  He  has  acted  on  nnmerous  impor- 
tant committees  each  year  and  is  a  most  capa- 
ble member  of  the  board.  He  has  f  reqnontl>' 
been  a  delegate  to  state  and  county  conven- 
tions of  his  party  and  is  justly  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  representatives  of  the  democ- 
racy in  Maeoml)  county.  He  and  his  witV 
were  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  are 
members  of  the  Hiuirh  in  :\Iouiit  Clemens. 


TIKJJIAS    MAliTlN    CKOCKKK. 

TluimaK  .Martin  Crocker,  ex-judge,  was 
born  on  the  2;kl  day  of  Xoveinber,  1825,  in 
the  family  home  at  Pawlet,  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  upon  the  farm  which  his  grand- 
father had  taken  during  the  Kevohitionary 
war.  llr.  Crocker  was  desc<'iKled  fri)i}i  the 
very  earliest  colonial  sto<-k.  The  ficst  Cnn-k- 
ei"  ancestor,  Deacon  Wiiliam  ('rii<-k(-r.  <'iiiiii' 
from  Devonshire,  Kngland,  in  l(i;i4,  aiul  set- 
tled at  Barnstable,  Jlassaehusetts,  where 
many  of  the  same  name  still  reside.  From 
some  of  the  maternal  ancestors  Mr.  Crocker 
is  descended  from  stock  that  came  over  in 
the  Mayflower.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Hooker,  and  she  was  a  member  of 
a  very  noted  colonial  family  and  a  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Hooker,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished divines  of  his  time.  His  ances- 
tors, during  the  colonial  days,  were  partici- 
pants in  the  early  struggles  and  noted  for 
their  patriotism.  A  grandfather  and  a  great- 
grandfather fought  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  His  people  were  fanners, 
but  during  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  Brit- 


ish threatened  an  invasion  of  the  Uiiitetl 
States  through  the  Lake  Cliampiain  countrj-, 
his  father,  Thonms  Crocker,  became  inter- 
ested in  militia  matters  and  participated  in 
tbe  training  which  followed  the  excitement 
of  tile  times  and  became  a  captain  of  a  mi- 
litia orgaiii/ation. 

The  siii.jwt  of  this  sketch  went  through 
the  schools  or  Kutbiiid  coinitv,  leaving  the 
paternal  voof  in  1844,  at  the  ;ige  of  eighteen, 
coming  west  to  take  up  Ihe  duties  of  life 
on  bis  own  I'csponsibilit.v,  workiiig  witb  his 
uncle  on  a  farm  in  Macomb  ecnuit.v  and 
teaching  school  in  the  winter.  In  .May,  1849, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Fandira  Knioi'v,  a 
daugbter  of  Andrew  l^]mory,  formerly  of  La- 
nioile  countv,  Vermont,  hut  an  earl.v  terri- 
torial settler  in  Miciiig;ui,  In  1851  Mr. 
Crocker  moved  to  New  Baltimore,  Michi- 
gan, with  his  uncle,  the  Hon.  Cortez  P. 
Hooker,  and  the  foHowing  year  was  elected 
a  justice  of  the  [leaee  and  soon  afterv  ird 
appointed   |>()stma.«tei'  of  New  Baltimore. 

Ilpon  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office  he 
hegan  to  stu(iy  law  and  to  purchase  the 
Ktandarci  legal  text-books,  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  lif  .January,  1859.  He  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Macoinb  county, 
.Michigan,  in  1862.  and  sometime  thereofter 
moved  to  Moinit  Clemens,  the  county  seat  of 
.Maco]iil)  county,  going  into  partnersbij)  with 
(files  Hubbard,  an  old  practitioner,  ranking 
among  the  ablest  trial  lawyers  of  the  state. 
Ln  1864  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate, 
serving  in  this  i)osition  for  four  years,  at 
tJie  same  time  being  continually  engaged  iji 
active  practice.  In  1867  he  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention, 
taking  an  active  ]>art  in  drafting  a  new  state 
i-onstitutioii.  In  1874  he  was  selected  by  his 
fcllow-lownsiiicn  as  Village  president,  in 
wliicli  po.sition  he  was  continued  four  con- 
seentive  terms  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
people.  In  1876  he  lost  the  wife  of  his  youtli 
— the  mother  of  his  children — who  had  been 
a  most  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  later 
in  the  same  year  his  business  partner,  Mr. 
Hubbard,  died.  Judge  Crocker  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Harry  B.  Hutchins,  formed  a  law 
partnership  which  lasted  until  1884,  having 
law  offices  both  in  Mount  Clemens  and  in 
Detroit,  and  being  engaged  in  a  large  gen- 
eral law  business.  In  1884  Mr.  Hutchins  be- 
came connected  with  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  of  which  he  is 
at  present  dean.  Mr.  Crocker  continued  in 
business  from  that  time  alone  until  1889, 
when    a    partnership    was    formed    with    bis 


HaStCC  0yL-Tl.7V'' 


.^Alo^^o-^ 


'V&Ji, 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


IMWT    AXI)     I'liKSKNT    OF    MACO.MB    COrNTY 


son  Mjirtin,  whwh  <-i.iitiiiiic(l  until  lf^93, 
whcM  In-  h<-v:i\uc  cull^'clor  uf  oiiKtoiiiH  of  the 
lliifipn  tlif^tiicl.  In  lH,^lt  lu-  wiis  clcvteil  mayor 
„f  yUnmi  Ck-iii.'Ms,  iH-in;;  rr-H.-,'t.'<l  in  1890 
iiinl  I8;n.  IJu  WMs  iiiiinii-il  lo  .Mrs.  Cordelia 
Sabiii,  of  .Mfiupliis,  -MicliiKii",  i"  1892:  she 
beiii^r  a  ini'inhur  (it  a  Xew  Yin'k  family  that 
jjiovcMl  to  MidiiKiin  in  an  wirly  day.  After 
taking  th<-  nffii-v  of  .rdlii-ftor  h,-  removed  for 
t-oiiveiiience  to  i'ort  Ihifoii.  where  the  fed- 
eral huihlinfr  is  loeiited.  lie  filled  tliis  oflice 
most  aeceplHhlv  to  the  tfiiverniiient.  I)ut  ah 
wiivH  having  beeii  an  anient  demoenit,  he  re- 
tired from  this  ]>ositioii  shortly  aftei'  the  in- 
an!!iiratiun  of  President  MeKinley. 

During  his  foi'tv-four  vears  of  wrtive  win'l; 
at  the  bar  -Indge  Croeker  tried  nianv  im- 
portant eiises  itnd  his  ii9nie  and  faee  ivere 
i'amiliar  in  the  sii|ireiiie  eoin't  aiid  in  most 
of  tlu'  eireiiit  eonrts  of  th.'  state,  as  well  as 
in  the  I'nited  States  eiiruit  and  distriet 
rourts.   being    retained    on    one    Hi<le   or    the 
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lu'nsive  grasp  of  legal  priueiples,  together 
with  his  thi>roiigh  knowh'dge  of  mo]!  and  af- 
fairs, made  hiin  a  safe  adviser  ami,  eonpled 
with  tlie  trenieiHlous  ainounl  of  w(irk  that 
he  devoted  to  the  studv  of  his  eases,  made 
liim  a  most  formidable  anla-nuist  at  1he  bar, 
Mr.  Croeker  was  |».ssessed  of  one  of  the 
sti'ongest  of  New  Kugland  eonstitntions, 
stood  five  feet,  ten  inehes.  was  of  sturdy 
alliletie  frame,  a  man  of  tine  appearanee, 
and  blessed  with  a  most  genial  dispositi(m 
and  kindiv  wavs.  lie  was  Tioted  for  his 
eheery  laughter;  at  the  same  time  he  Mas 
possessed  of  the  greatest  wear  and  tear 
<|Uiilities  and  the  amount  of  woi'k  aiid  fativui' 
Ihat  he  eould  d(i  and  go  through  with  was 
simplv  prodigious.  When  tite  time  for  work- 
ing was  over  he  eoidd  |.ul  aside  bis  cares 
and  duties  an,l  at  onee  entei'  into  pleasant 
and  genial  conversation,  lie  was  intiniatel\ 
known  all  over  his  home  eoutilv.  where  his 
friends  were  nund>ered  bv  the  thousand,  iMs 
generosity  in  eanying  i>u  a  eause  for  his 
I'lieiils,  regardless  of  tinaneial  eonsiderations. 
eoupled  ivitii  the  agi'eeahility  of  his  luanner 
and  his  marked  personality,  bound  his 
fvieudR  to  him  with  the  strongest  and  warm- 
est of  human  ties.  His  last  eause  in  the 
snj)renie  court  was  snbmiffed  iji  the  winter 
of  V.m.  lie  died  Decemlier  8.  19(1:^.  in  his 
seventv-.seventh  veai',  survived  hv  a  widow, 
Cordelia  Croelcer,  and  four  ehildren:  Marv 
h.    Ilutehins,    the  wife   of     Dean     Harry    11 


Hufchins,  of  the  Mieliigan  Law  Sehool  at 
Anil  Arbor;  Saiiuiel  Croeker,  of  Algonae, 
Michigan,  a  civil  engineer  and  fanner,  who 
has  specially  distiugnishetl  himself  as  a  rail- 
road engineer,  typographer  and  map-maker; 
Martin  Croeker,  au  attorney-at-law,  of 
Jloimt  Clemens,  51ichigan,  a  sketeh  of  whose 
life  appears  elsewhei'e  in  this  volume;  and 
Faiidira  Croi-ker.  now  of  Ann  Arbor,  MicJii- 
-an.  a  hnlv  of  rare  natural  ahililv,  who  was 
a  stmb'nf  of  the  .Mount  Clemens  high  school, 
at  Ann  Arbor  and  Cornell  Cuiversities,  grad- 
uating froTU  the  latter  institution.  She 
taught  in  the  .Mcinnt  Clemens  schools  for 
twelve  years,  it  being  generally  eoiisidered 
she  was  one  of  tiie  best  educators  who  ever 
woi'ked  iit  the  schools  of  the  city. 


(iKOKCK  W.  IK)W.\H. 

Ceorge  W.  Downs,  an  aetive  and  progres- 
ive  farnjcr  of  Ifav  loMjiship,  living  on  sec- 
ion  2(1.  was  born  in  Kt.  Claii'  eonntv.  Michi- 
.me     '20.     1852.     His     fathei 
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spent  tile  <la.vs  of  bis  youth  and  ae- 
.(uiivd  his  education,  in  earlv  manhood  be 
eanu>  westward  to  MieJngan.  settling  in  St. 
Clair  eonntv  about  18:«l.  lli>  was  a  nu'chanie 
and  cabinet-maker  bv  trade  and  earriinl  on 
business  in  SI.  Clair,  lie  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Marv  .1.  Barron,  a  native  ol^  New 
llaniiishire.  and  a  daughter  of  :\loore  IJar- 
ron,  one  of  the  pioneei's  of  St.  Clair  eonntv. 
Mr.  Downs  carried  on  the  business  of  cahiuet- 

tions  in  St.  Clair  until  IHoT  "hen  he  removed 
U<  .Ma<'ondi  county,  .settling  tii'sl  in  Washinir- 
ton  townsbi|i.  whence  lie  afterward  removed 
to  Kay  township.  Ileii;  he  fai'mcd  for  a 
luintber  of  vears.  owning  and  operating  a 
tract  of  land'  upon  which  his  sou  (icorge  W. 
now  resides,  lie  die<l  in  August,  1878.  and 
was  siu-vivcd  bv  his  wife  for  a  number  of 
vears.      In    the   familv    were   four   daughtei's, 

(icorge  \V.  Downs,  the  only  son.  was  reared 
under  the  ])arental  I'oof.  pursued  his  |irelimi- 
nary  education  in  the  high  school,  attended 
the  Koehester  Academy  and  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  JIacoml>  ciiuuty  for  sev- 
eral years.  ITe  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  the  old  home  place  and  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  He  has  demonstrateel  his  power 
equally  in  agricultural  work  as  in  the  lines 
of  educational  labor. 

l\lr.  Downs  was  inai'ried  in  Komeo.  Febru- 
ary 2.  1882,  to  Miss  T,inua  Compton.  who  was 
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hotn  111  Leiio'v  '\lichij,aii  i  dduthtei  ft  1j  J 
C  omj  ton  one  of  the  tii  9t  settlers  m  this,  state 
from  New  \ork  \t  the  time  of  their  mar 
iiage  Wr  and  Mrs  Downs  located  npon  the 
old  ho  ue  farm  and  he  has  smee  engaged  in 
general  a^  icultiiral  pursuits  and  stock  i  ais 
mg  lie  has  bmlt  to  and  runodeled  th 
house  has  bnilt  a  small  b-trn  and  latei  a 
laige  one  lie  has  also  fenced  the  plaeu 
and  todai  has  a  neat  and  well  unproved 
pioperty  attractive  m  its  appearanu  lud 
giatifying  m  its  productivi.nehs.  IIl  caiii-S 
on  farming  and  dairying  and  he  owns  a  good 
herd  of  pure-blooded  Jersey  cows.  He  also 
has  some  high  grade  Chester  white  hogs  and 
he  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  and  sale  of 
various  fine  grades  of  chickens. 

Unto  j\lr.  ana  51rs.  Downs  have  been  horn 
four  children ;  Arthur,  who  nssists  in  the  oi>- 
eration  of  the  home  farin ;  Verna.  who  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  instrumental 
music  in  this  county;  ;uid  Jciiriio  ;nul  Helen, 
who  are  attending  school,  Tlic  p:irciits  at- 
tend the  Kay  Union  flini-i*li  :\u<\  iMilitically 
Mr.  Downs  is  a  repul)]ii';iii,  tu'vor  fnltering 
ill  his  allegiance  to  the  party  siuee  castini; 
his  first  [>reHidential  ballot  for  Kutherfonl  B. 
Hayes  in  1876.  He  takes  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  elections  as  well  as  in  state  and 
national  politics.  He  was  elected  atid  served 
as  township  scliiiol  superintendent  ;uid  later 
was  townshij)  clerk  for  a  nuirilH'f  of  yeaiv. 
lie  afterward  acted  as  supervisor  for  seven 
consecutive  years,  served  on  a  number  of  im- 
portant committees  on  the  hoard  and  was  also 
chairman  of  some  of  the  committees,  lie  has 
made  seven  assessments  in  the  town  of  Ray 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  his  locality,  exerting  a  wide  and  fav- 
orable influence  for  improvement  and  prog- 
ress. He  is  well  known  in  Mount  Clemens 
and  in  the  county  and  his  integrity  and  worth 
stand  iis  salient  features  in  his  career. 


HOMER  DAV1&. 

Among  the  respected  and  honored  citi- 
zens in  the  village  of  Washington  is  Homer 
Davis,  who,  after  active  connection  with 
farming  interests  in  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, is  now  living  retired,  having  ac- 
cumulated a  competence  that  is  sufficient  to 
supply  him  with  all  the  necessities  and  with 
many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life, 
thus  releasing  him  from  the  necessity  of 
further  hard  labor.  He  has  lived  in  Macomb 
comity  since  18-'!4,  havinsr  arrived  here  when 


a  little  lad  of  five  years,  lie  was  liorii  in 
New  York,  January  5,  1829,  and  is  a  son 
of  Lewis  Davis,  who  was  bom  in  the  Empire 
state  and  remained  there  until  after  his  mar- 
iiage  to  Nancy  Knapp,  also  a  native  of  that 
state.  He  removed  to  the  west  in  1834,  ac- 
eoiiipanied  by  his  wife  and  children,  and  in 
Rav  township,  Macomb  county,  secured  gov- 
ernment land  on  which  he  built  a  pioueec 
home  and  began  farming.  The  history  of 
pioneer  life  constitutes  a  record  of  his  early 
itsidence  here.  There  were  difflenlties  and 
hardships  to  be  borne  and  the  improvements 
of  the  farm  were  brought  about  only  li>- 
much  arduous  labor.  The  farming  imple- 
ments were  very  crude  as  compared  witli 
the  machinery  of  the  present  day  and  much 
more  work  was  done  by  hand  than  now  falls 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 

Homer  Davis  was  reared  upon  the  i>l<l 
homestead  in  Ray  township  and  through  the 
winter  months  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  the  family  were  four  sons  and  five 
daughters,  of  whom  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  yet  living.  There  were  ple;is- 
ures  to  be  enjoyed  such  a.s  at-e  iniktio^ii  al 
flic  present  ag['  and  tlietr  was  um<-b  hard 
work  incident  to  llie  tilling  of  the  soil,  which 
first  had  to  be  cleared  of  Ihe  Timber  that 
here  grew  in  profusion.  Mr.  Davis  was  early 
trained  to  habits  of  imlustry  and  economy 
ajid  these  niiaiities  have  been  valued  factors 
in  his  later  success.  On  Ihe  21ih  of  October, 
1854,  be  was  mai'rieil  in  Kav  township  to 
Mi!-:s  Martha  .M,  Woodman,  a  native  of  Ma- 
<'oiiib  county  and  a  dauglitcr  of  Thomas  and 
Sallie  Ann  (Anderson)  Woodman.  Her 
fathej'  was  born  in  Vermont  and  became  i\ 
|iioncer  settler  of  eastern  Michigan.  Her 
mother  was  a  ].i)tive  of  New  York.  They 
IuhI  four  children,  of  whom  three  arc  stdl 
living:  Nelson.  Kniilv  and  .Martha  M, 

.Mr,  and  Mrs,  Davis  l)cgan  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm  in  Ray  township,  be  having 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  the  ciiltivation  and  improvement  of 
which  claimed  lii.s  time  and  energies  for 
twenty  years,  lie  Ihen  sold  that  property 
and  lionght  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, ailjoining  the  village.  This  place 
comprised  one  hundred  and  four  acres,  which 
he  also  cultivated  and  upon  which  he  built  a 
good  frame  residence,  substantial  barn  and 
all  the  necessary  outbuildings  for  the  shelter 
of  grain  and  stock.  Here  he  also  carried  on 
farming  for  twenty  years  and  then  sold  the 
property  to  his  son.  while  he  retired  from 
active  business  cares  and  purchased  a  resi- 
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(Icni'n  ill  tlic  vilUiffe  that  lie  now  occupies. 
Mr,  mikI  ^Irs.  Davis  became  tlie  parents  of 
Hvi-  cliildren :  Ida,  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Lock- 
wood;  Fiuiuie,  the  wife  of  M.  "W.  Davis,  of 
.Mount  Clemens;  Lewis,  who  owns  and  oper- 
;itey  the  old  homestead  farm:  Mary,  the  wife 
(if  T.  H.  Andriis,  of  Evart,  Osceola  county, 
.Mii'lLi^'ini;  iind  Xiiiiey,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Wlijii'pe,  of  Uoiiii'o.  Michigan. 

Polilii-nlly  .Mr,  J)uviN  has  been  a  standi 
republican  Mincc  the  organization  of  the  par- 
ty in  1856,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
t'oi'  officii.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  .Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Washing- 
ton. They  celebrated  fltrii-  jioldi'u  wedding' 
ill  1904  and  their  ehildim  .iiid  m^iny  ffn-ixls 
fjathered  on  that  hnpiA  m-casiou  to  e.\t<'nd 
to  them  many  tokens  of  lo\  i'  and  esteem  ami 
to  wish  them  many  returns  of  the  day.  Mr. 
Diivis  was  presented  with  a  fine  ebony  cane 
\\'ith  a  gold  head,  on  which  was  engraved  his 
name  and  date. 

If  Mr.  Davis  is  asked  i-onceriiinfi  an  early 
I'vcnt  connected  with  Maeomb  eounty  he  can 
usually  give  an  accurate  account  thereof,  for 
<lnfing  seventy  years  he  has  lived  here  and 
is  familiar  with  what  has  been  accomplished 
Ibrouffh  this  long  period  and  with  the  marked 
iuiprovement  and  progress  that  has  been 
made.  Upon  memory's  wall  hangs  many 
pictures  of  frontier  life  which  age  seems 
i-ather  to  make  brighter  than  to  dim.  He  has 
lived  an  active,  useful  and  upright  life  and 
is  now  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  labors  and 
the  esteem  of  his  fellowiiien 


iiox.  kd(;ar  aveek.s. 

lion.  Edgiir  Weeks,  deceased,  twice  luem- 
hei'  of  I'ou^i'css  iuid  a  distii^uished  represen- 
tiilivc  of  tlie  .Mount  Clemens  bar,  belonged 
to  that  class  of  public  men  whose  efforts  and 
influence  are  potent  because  of  their  Ituowl- 
edge  of  the  movements  and  measures  which 
they  champion  and  their  publie-spii-ited  devo- 
tion to  the  general  good.  He  was  born  in 
Mount  Clemens  Angust  8,  1839,  and  was  a 
sou  of  Aaron  and  Laura  A.  (Bingham) 
Weeks,  pioneer  settlers  of  JIacomb  county, 
who  eiiiilribnted  in  substantial  measure  to  the 
iiiiitcfiiil  {levelojiiiieiit  and  improvement  of 
this  ])Hrt.  of  t)u'  state.  Aaron  Weeks  estab- 
lished the  first  oak  stave  industry  in  eastern 
Michigan  at  Jlonnt  Clemens  and  was  the 
first  to  propose  the  building  of  the  Soo  canal, 
being  a  verv  enterprising  and  progressive 
business   (ii;tn.     He   w;is  bocu   in   St.   Albans, 


Vermont,  in  180:!,  and  died  in  Cbannte,  Kan- 
sas, May  n.  189:^,  uiiile  bis  wife  was  born 
in  Perry  Center,  Xew  York,  in  1818,  and 
died  in  Mount  Clcjuens,  Michigan.  July  22, 
1904.  They  were  married  at  llount  Clemens 
in  1836  and  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: William,  bom  in  18:^7:  Edgar,  in  1839; 
ifeiievra,  in  tS41;  and  Hlion,  in  1843. 

Kdtj.ir  Wi'eks  attended  school  in  his  native 
i'it>  uiittl  tliirtceu  years  of  age  and  subse- 
quently kai'tied  the  printer's  trade,  working 
in  several  printing  offices  in  Monnt  Clemens. 
After  two  years  he  took  chaise  of  a  news- 
pajier  office  in  New  Baltimore,  remaining  in 
that  position  for  a  lu'lef  period,  when  he  went 
to  I )(  In  lit  and  s''i-iiied  employment  on  the 
lib!  K\eij]nu  Trihiuie  iiud  later  on  the  De- 
li-(iit  Free  I'ress  About  1858  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  eounty  clerk  of  Macomb  coimty 
jis  an  assistant  and  at  the  same  time  began 
reading  law.  Soon  afterward  he  was  taken 
into  the  office  of  Eldrcdgp  &  Hubbard,  attor- 
neys of  Mount  Clemens,  as  a  law  student  and 
clerk,  and  there  remained  until  his  admission 
to  the  bar  in  1861. 

Already  he  had  become  an  active  working 
force  in  pohtieal  circles,  being  a  champion 
of  fjincoln  and  the  republican  party  in  the 
campaign  of  1860.  and  when  tlie  war  broke 
out  he  again  upheld  the  i>olicy  of  Lincoln 
and  supported  the  Union  cause  by  enlisting 
in  June,  1861.  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Fifth  Jlichigan  Infantry,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  the  first 
non-commissioned  officer  of  Macomb  county. 
being  made  first  sergeant  of  his  company, 
August  28.  1861.  In  1862  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant 
of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry, 
iimler  Colonel  Moses  Wismer,  afterward  gov- 
ernor of  Michigan,  while  in  1863  he  became 
a  captain  in  the  same  regiment,  serving  until 
December  of  the  same  year,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  on  account  of  injuries  sustiiined. 
At  that  time  he  was  brevet  major.  During 
bis  service  he  participated  in  the  movements 
of  the  array  in  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. In  1863  he  was  appointed  associate 
inspector  general  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  Reserve  Coi-ps,  of  the  Array 
of  the  Cumberland,  imder  General  Gordon 
Granger,  and  participated  in  the  movement* 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga,  until  after 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga. 

After  retiring  from  military  to  civil  life. 
Mr.  Weeks  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  republican  newspaper.  The  Monitor,  and 
acted  as  its  editor.     In  1866  he  resumed  the 
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practice  of  law  in  Mount  Cleuieiiji  ami  con- 
tinued an  active  member  of  tbe  Jlacoiiib 
county  bar  until  his  death.  He  waR-  a  deep 
thinker,  a  logical  reasoner  and  possessed  a 
keenly  analytical  mind— qualities  that  made 
hiui  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  bar 
and  at  the  same  time  made  him  a  power 
in  congress,  in  the  lumdlinsr  of  intricate 
and  complex  problems  affeetiug  the  weal 
or  woe  of  the  nation.  Deeply  interested 
in  the  yi'oat  questions  of  the  diiy,  he 
always  kiqit  tliorou^-hly  infofiiied  uiiiiii  tin' 
issues  wliicl!  divided  llie  two  ^reat  iKirties  iiuit 
set  forth  his  vieWN  with  c  I  can  i  ess  and  eou<-iw- 
ness  from  the  platform  durinjj  the  cauq>aigns. 
His  natural  fitness  for  leadership  led  to  his 
selection  for  office,  specially  in  connection 
with  the  pcrforiiiaiK'c  of  duties  for*  which  his 
professional  tiaiiiiiiK  aJid  experience  well 
qualified  him,  iind  lie  was  frequently  chosen 
to  serve  in  eoiuiection  with  tlie  execution  or 
framing  of  the  laws,  lie  was  twice  elected 
pi-osecutinjr  attorney  iiiiil  was  after\var<l  ap- 
pointed probate  Judjie  of  -Maciimli  county. 
In  1884  he  was  a  candidate  for  congress  liiit 
was  defeated.  He  was  elected,  however,  to 
the  fifty-sixth  congress  in  1898,  reeeivini; 
eighteen  thousand  six  hundi'ed  and  twenty- 
three  votes,  iigaiust  twelve  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eiuhty-eiglit  east  for  F.  E.  Bur- 
ton, the  de«iocrati<-  eandiilate.  and  two  hun- 
dred and  seveuty-iiiiie  foj'  Di'.  -Tames  Hen- 
derson, the  populist  candidate.  He  was  re- 
turned to  the  fift\-se\eiith  congress  in  1901, 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  six  thousand.  He 
was  an  active  working  member  of  the  house, 
and  while  he  aided  in  i'oi'iiiin^'  eonstruetivc 
legislation  in  the  committee  rooms,  he  also 
delivered  a  lunnber  of  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive addresses  on  the  floor  of  the  house,  which 
attracted  widespread  attention.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  conunittees  on  claims  and  in- 
valid pensions  and  ehairnian  of  the  connnit- 
tee  on  contested  elections.  He  spoke  upon 
American  Interests  in  Puerto  Rico,  January 
31,  1900:  on  the  contested  election  case — 
"Wise  versus  Young — in  March,  1900,  the 
Filipino  Race,  January  23,  1902;  and  Cuban 
Reciprocity, — Protection  to  Beet  Sugar  In- 
dustry, April  10,  1902.  These  addresses  ex- 
cited marked  attention  and  awakened  earn- 
est thought.  In  order  to  acquaint  himself 
with  conditions  which  existed  in  our  insular 
possessions  and  bring  the  matter  before  the 
house  with  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 
subject  Tinder  discussion,  Mr,  "Weeks  became 
a  member  of  the  Bacon  congressional  party 
in  1891  and  made  a  trip  around  the  globe. 


visiting  Spaiii,  Morocco,  Kgypt,  the  Nile 
coiiutry,  the  I'yraniids  and  other  jtoints  iu 
Africa,  passing  through  the  Mediterranean 
and  lied  seas,  the  Arabian  sea  and  Indian 
ocean  to  Ceylon,  crossed  the  bay  of  Bengal 
and  the  straits  of  JIahicca  and  on  into  the 
China  sea.  He  visited  -Manila  and  saw  all 
of  the  twelvi'  or  fourteen  tiiousand  islands  of 
the  l*hilii>pine  grouji,  went  to  Toldo  ami 
othi4'  points  in  .lapan,  ami  thence  sailed 
aeros^  llii'    I'acilie  to  Sati    Kraiieiseo.  making 
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sea  islands.  Major  Adam,  detail 
ish  subject,  showed  the  pait,\-  all  thiMUgli  The 
mighty  fortresses  belonging  to  Creat  liritain. 
Mr.  Weeks  saw  nmny  points  lit  interest  in  the 
orient  and  visited  the  jialaees  in  Malta.  In 
the  city  of  \'alelta  lie  visited  the  Chapel  of 
B.)ne-^.  said  to  he  decorated  with  th<'  b«}ies 
of  thirtv-thousaiid  hiuaan  skeletons.  'I'wo 
Rodman  guns  were  secured  through  .Mr, 
Weeks  and  placed  in  the  courthouse  stpnu'i' 
in  .Mount  Clenu'us.  one  in  honoi-  of  ( General 
Macomb,  the  other  in  memory  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  .Macomb  countv.  They  were 
|ilace<l  their  on  Meumrial  day  of  1901.  ilr. 
Weeks  making  the  presentation  s|>eech.  In 
IHUl  he  visited  Puerto  Rico  ami  all  pail>  of 
Cuba  and  therefore  when  In-  aildci'^^rd  the 
house  upon  questions  conceruJiiu  ili'ir  :ji>M'i'n- 
ment,  it  was  with  a  personal  knowledge  oi'  the 
country,  its  people  and  conditions.  He  was 
an  orator,  his  excellent  delivery  being  the 
cloak  of  stroiig.  logical  thought,  and  his  audi- 
toi's  li-i,.|„M!  In  liiiii  with  attention.     He  was 

id-  :';,ni>--il,  :i  id  initirimjiy  for  the  |.ro'gr<'s-i 
and  iiplnulding  iif'  his  party  iu  the  state  and 
he  was  a  delegate  Ui  the  republican  natiomd 
convention  in  Chicago,  where  Benjamin  Har- 
rison was  nominated  and  whei'e  he  took  aiL 
active  part  in  the  effort  to  nojninate  (leneral 
Alger. 

Judge  Weeks  was  (narried,  in  1867,  to  Miss 
:VIary  F.  Campbell,  of  Mount  Clemens,  a 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Anna  (Megary) 
Camiilieif,  o:^  Springfield,  New  Jersey.  Unto 
them  were  bom  six  children:  Howard  F., 
-lohn  A.,  Katherine,  Genevra,  Elizabeth  and 
Anna. 

Judge  Weeks  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  served  as 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Michigan, 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Loyal  Legion  and 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and 
was  very  deejily  interested  in  military  affairs, 
lie  was  also  a   valued  member  of  the  social 


.y  Google 


PAST    AND    1'KP:HENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


dubs  of  Jlouiit  Cli'iLiuis,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  17,  1!)04,  was  the  occii- 
sion  of  deep  regret  in  the  social,  political  and 
legal  circles  of  the  state,  ivhile  eminent  men 
of  the  country  mourned  the  loss  of  one  wlmiM 
they  regarded  as  a  peer  and  who  stooil  an  a 
high  type  of  our  American  manhood. 


R..  M.   (iKKEXSniKLDW.  ,\I.   D. 

Dr.  R.  M.  (Ireenshields  is  one  of  the  young- 
est members  of  the  medical  fraternity,  yet 
his  years  seem  no  bar  to  his  capability  nor 
sncces-s.  He  has  i>raeticed  for  five  years  in 
h'<niieo,  his  native  town,  his  liii'lli  liaviiig  <ic- 
<-uiTed  her.'  April  27.  1H7:!.  His  father,  l)r 
Wiliiiuu  Civeusid.'hls.  is  a  well  known  physi- 
cian of  Maeoitib  county,  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  The  son  was  reared  in  his 
jiative  town  and  was  advanced  through  con- 
secutive grades  in  the  pnblie  schools  here 
uutil  he  liad  I'onijilet.ed  the  high  school  course. 
Ill'  afti'rwacds  spent  two  years  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  .Michigan  and  then,  taking  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  lie  pursued  lectures  in  the 
Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  in  which  he  com- 
pleted the  regular  eoui«e  and  was  graduated 
\vith  the  class  of  1900.  Returning  to  Romeo 
III'  joined  his  father  in  practice  in  this  town. 
I  lire  he  has  won  for  himself  an  enviable  posi- 
1ioii  Ijy  reason  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
I  lie  principles  of  medicine  and  the  great  care 
«  hich  he  exercises  in  the  performance  of  the 
professional  duties  that  devolve  upon  liim. 

Dr.  Greenshields  was  married.  May  17. 
1904,  to  Miss  Florence  Partch,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Macomb  eoimty,  lie 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  now 
a  Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
and  he  is  aiso  connected  with  the  Mystic 
Shrine  at  Detroit.  He  has  a  very  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  Romeo,  where  his  entire  life 
has  been  passed,  and  those  who  kjiow  hiiu 
entertain  for  him  high  regard  lioth  socially 
and  professionally. 


SAMUEL   Tl,    EWEUTj. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  who  were  active 
in  opening  up  this  region  and  in  planting  the 
seeds  of  civilization,  development  and  prog- 
ress here  have  passed  away.  Among  tho.se 
who  still  remain  and  whose  memory  forms  a 
connecting  link  between  the  past  and  the 
progressive  present  is  Samuel  H.  Ewell.  who 
hiis  made  bis  hoiiie  in  Jlaromb  county  since 


18:il).  lie  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
Xew  Vork,  January  3,  1819,  a  son  of  Samuel 
Ewell,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
wnn  of  Scotch  descent,  the  family  having  been 
i'liundi'd  in  the  old  Bav  state  in  colonial  days. 
Samuel  Kwell  was  reari'd  in  Mas.sachusetts 
and  tlii'ir  niaiTii'd  Nancy  lloyt,  also  a  native 
of  that  state  and  of  Welsh  lineage.  They  re- 
moved to  (jenesee  ccmnty,  Xew  York,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm  where  they  resided  for  a 
nnmbiT  of  years,  and  nine  children  were 
Imrn  iKilo  llii'iii  there.  In  1836  they  became 
I'— I'll'--  '■  Maeomb  county,  Jlichigan,  set- 
il  I";  ■.!  L'li.i  ■'!,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
fMiikiLj;  iiiiiil  Ills  death,  which  occurred  in 
1sli^,  His  wife  survived  him  for  more  than 
thii'Ty  years  and  died  at  the  very  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  yeai's  and  six  months. 

Samuel  II.  Kwell  was  a  young  man  of  sev- 
enteen years  when  he  arrived  in  this  county. 
His  school  privileges  were  limited  and  his 
education  has  been  largely  self-acquired.  He 
is  now  a  well  informed  man,  keeping  in  touch 
H-ith  the  progress  of  the  tiiues,  with  the  ques- 
tions of  general  interest  and  those  affecting 
the  political  and  legal  status  of  the  eountri'. 
For  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
agricnltiiral  pureuits  and  later  he  divided  a 
portion  of  his  farm  into  town  lots  and  made 
an  addition  to  Romeo.  The  old  fairgrounds 
are  also  a  part  of  his  homestead  farm.  Mr. 
Ewell  turned  his  attention  to  the  milling 
business  and  built  and  operated  two  gi'ist- 
mills,  being  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
flonr  and  meal  for  twenty-five  years,  doing 
custom  work.  He  was  also  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  a  Romeo  paper  for  five  years  and  has 
th\K  been  an  active  factor  in  the  business 
life  of  the  village  and  surrounding  country. 

Politically  Mi  Ewell  was  \n  tldlint  whig 
and  cast  his  first  piesidential  \ote  foi  ^\illiam 
Ilenrj-  Harrison  In  18  ib  hi.  \oted  foi  Jjhn 
C.  Fremont,  the  first  candidate  of  tht  re 
publican  partv  and  he  has  snicc  given  his 
support  to  everv  nominee  at  the  head  of  the 
republican  ticket  He  is  atti^eh  and  deeplv 
interested  in  local  politics  and  his  fellow 
townsmen  have  called  him  to  office  so  that 
he  has  served  as  a  membei  of  the  town  board 
for  several  terms  and  foi  a  number  of  years 
was  street  commissionti  He  is  also  known 
as  an  author  and  has  written  and  published  a 
-leat  little  volume  of  poems  which  he  him 
self  put  in  type 

On  the  27th  of  Septembei  185"  in  Romeo 
Jlr.  Ewell  was  mained  to  Miss  Cordelia 
Smith,  a  nati\e  if  Lapeer  counts  ind  a 
daughter  of  .T  hi    S    Smith    onetftheeaih 
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settlers  of  this  county  who  caine  to  the  west 
from  New  Vork.  They  entered  land  which 
he  developed  into  a  productive  farm.  He  was 
married  in  the  Empire  state  to  Miss  Louisa 
Beach,  a  native  of  New  York.  After  coming 
to  Michigan  they  reared  their  family  upon 
the  farm  in  Jjtipeer  comity  and  in  his  business 
affairs  Mr.  Smith  prospered.  He  died  in 
1874,  while  his  wife  survived  him  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  passing  away  in  1899,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  Jlrs.  Kwell  was 
born  and  reared  in  Lapeer  county  and  by 
her  mariia^e  has  become  the  mothei  of  two 
thildren  tht  cldei  beuig  Leona  the  wife  of 
J  B  Robeits  a  business  man  of  Ihiee  Riv- 
ers Alichigan  and  son  of  an  m\  ntor  of  a 
vibrator  thresher  lhe\  have  oir  s  n  Cyrus 
h  Leon  S  Fwell  is  imiiriLd  and  has  one 
child  Bernu,!  Ow  n  Ew  II  Iaoii  S  k,  a  well 
laiown  musician  who  for  three  ^ears  was  the 
leaduifi  cKiintt  pla^ei  with  Poiepaiijrh's 
show      II      s  11  sidin^  in  Rouiei   md  is 

the  lead  i  t  t)  li  u  in  the  tongiegationa! 
ehurth  h  [  \i  PwiU  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic ft  it  tiiit\  L I  his  tiken  the  Ro^al  Arch 
degiee  Ik  ls  one  it  th<  oldest  icpresenta- 
tives  of  thi  Blue  Todgt  heie  anl  both  he  and 
his  «ifi  ai(  iiimbus  of  th  J'astirn  Star. 
lie  IS  t()-da>  one  ot  the  \enerable  utizens  of 
Macoiiiti  ccmiity,  liaving  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-six  years  and  his  residence  in 
the  county  covers  a  period  of  sixty-nine  years. 
Great  changes  have  occurred  in  this  time,  for 
at  his  arrival  he  found  small  towns  on  the 
sites  of  Monnt  Clemens  am!  Detroit,  while 
many  of  the  now  tlii-ivinir  villiijres  and  smaller 
cities  hLid  iHit  yet  .s|iniii^  into  I'xi.stence.  Jliich 
of  the  liiiid  was  wild  mikI  iiiiiiii])t-oved  and  the 
roads  were  uncut,  lie  at  once  became  an 
active  factor  in  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  which  has  proved  of  benefit  to  the 
county  and  at  the  same  time  has  brought 
bim  dosivable  success. 


.[OILY  DITTMAX. 


John  Dittman,  deceased,  who  was  one  of 
the  useful  citizens  of  Romeo,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  connected  with  mnniifaeturing 
interests,  departed  this  life.  December  H, 
1904.  He  had  located  here  in  1853  and  bis 
residence,  therefore,  covered  more  than  a 
half  eentni-y-  His  birth  occurred  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  August  10,  1830.  and  there  he  was 
reared  and  learned  the  wagonmaker's  trade. 
He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  when  be 
determined  to  seek  ii  bnnie  in  the  new  world. 


having  heard  much  of  its  advantages  and 
privileges.  Accordingly  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1853,  and  chose  Romeo  as  the  scene 
of  his  fntiire  labors.  Here  he  began  working 
at  wagon-making  as  a  journeyman  and  later 
he  established  a  shop  of  his  own,  iu  which 
he  engaged  in  the  repair  and  manufacture  of 
wagons,  conducting  this  business  from  1874 
until  1895,  He  was  an  expert  workman, 
doing  all  of  his  work  in  a  most  thorough 
manner  and  his  activity  and  straightforward 
dealing  were  the  strong  elements  in  his  pros- 
j)erity.  He  was  never  known  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  bis  fellowmen  in 
any  business  transaction,  and  his  example, 
business  probity  and  enterprise  are  well 
worthy  of  emulation.  He  continued  as  a 
representative  of  manufacturing  interests 
in  Romeo  until  1895,  when  he  rented  his  shop 
and  retired  from  business,  enjoying  a  rest 
which  he  had  richly  earned.  He  contributed 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  improvement 
and  progress  of  Romeo,  aiding  largely  in 
making  the  town  what  it  is  to-day.  He  built 
eight  good  residences  here  and  also  bought 
and  owned  several  farms  in  this  locality. 
He  was  a  careful  and  prosperous  business 
iiiaiL.  Each  step  in  his  career  was  carefully 
and  thoughtfully  made  and  he  did  not  place 
his  dependence  upon  any  aid  or  influence,  but 
upon  the  substantial  qualities  of  earnest  per- 
sistent labor.  Econi>iiiy  and  frugality  were 
numbered  among  his  characteristics,  and  by 
the  careful  husbanding  of  his  resources  he 
made  his  start,  so  that  in  later  years  he  was 
enabled  to  provide  for  bis  family  with  the 
comforts  and  manv  of  the  bixiiriei^  which  go 
to  make  life  worth  Ihe  living,  Uo  earned  the 
money  which  brnugbtbis  parents  tn  America, 
they  joining  him  here  after  he  had  spent 
several  years  in  the  new  world. 

Mr.  Dittman  was  married  in  1857.  to  Jliss 
Anna  Martha  Wohienhnupt,  a  native  of 
Ilesse-Cassel,  fiermany,  who  spent  lii'r  girl- 
hood days  in  that  land  and  came  to  the 
Tiiited  States  in  early  womanhood.  Five 
eiiildreu  were  born  fo  this  union  but  only 
one  is  now  living,  Lydia.  the  wife  of  William 
Xewman  of  Detroit,  by  ivhom  she  has  two 
sons.  John  and  Carl.  The  members  of  the 
family  who  have  passed  away  are:  Emma, 
who  (lied  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Mary,  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  John,  when  eleven 
months  old:  and  Julia,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
months. 

Politically  Mr,  Dittman  was  a  .stanch  and 
inflexible  republican,  believing  firmly  in  thi' 
|irineiples  of  the  |tavty.  yet  Tiever  seeking  or 


'<rA^^\,   dJiJM^^a 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


PAST    AND    I'KESENT    OF    MACO.MIi    COUXTV 


31 


liusii-iii^^  olliw  for  liiiiiKelf.  Ho  aud  Ins  wife 
wci'i'  iiu'iiiljers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
I'lnircJi,  with  which  Mrs.  Dittman  is  still  eon- 
iicirtetl.  Honest  principles  characterized  all 
lliiit  he  did  and  at  his  death  his  loss  was 
irrcatly  felt  in  tlie  church,  in  his  city  and  in 
liis  home,  lie  had  labored  untiringly  and 
effectively  for  the  welfare  of  Romeo  as  well 
as  for  his  fellowmen  and  his  memory  is  yet 
clierished  by  those  wh()  knew  him. 


(iEOlKiE  II.  NICIIUIjS. 

Geiir^e  II.  Nichols,  one  of  the  most  pi'o- 
liressive  citizens  of  Maeoinb  county,  keeping 
ill  touch  with  the  onward  march  of  progress 
as  exemplified  in  business  life,  was  born  in 
Mount  Gleniens,  November  7,  1857,  <m  the 
site  of  the  old  Keils  Building,  on  Macomb 
Htreet.  His  great-grandfather  Little  be- 
longed to  an  old  Virginian  family  and  was 
the  first  repi-esentative  of  the  name  to  come 
to  Michigan,  settling  on  Harsen's  Island, 
from  whicli  Mr.  llarsen  tried  to  drive  hhii 
and  other  settlers  away  with  tlie  aid  of  a 
sheriff,  who  fired  upon  them,  but  they  re- 
fused to  go  and,  returning  the  fire,  Mr.  llar- 
sen was  siiot.  He  carried  the  sears  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  life,  but  in  later 
y<'iirs  he  and  Mr.  Little  became  fast  friends. 

(jeorge  O,  Nichols,  father  of  our  subject, 
wiis  born  in  Saratoga  county.  New  York,  De- 
i-eniber  22,  1834,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents  in  1845,  settling  on  what  is  now 
tlie  John  Wolf  farm  on  the  plank  road  two 
miles  west  of  Mount  Clemens.  After  purau- 
iiig  ii  com iiioii -school  education  he  learned  the 
iHiildi'i'"H  ti-ndc,  becoming  a  contractor. 
Aiii.onti'  imildiiigs  wliicli  be  en'cted  are  a  num- 
Uk'V  of  old  l;iii(liiiiirks,  including  the  residences 
of  Chnrlm  I'lli-i.-li  ;uHi  Dr.  Babcock,  the  old 
R,  (J,  Ulirich  niock,  the  U.  C.  "Williams  Block, 
I  lie  K.  J.  Oldie  Block  and  tlie  Winegar  Block. 
;dl  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  continued  as  a 
leading  contractor  and  builder  until  1894, 
when  as  inspector  he  had  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  a  large  brick  sewer  for  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens  on  Church  street.  He  was 
only  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
fotiier's  death  and  upon  him  devolved  not 
only  his  own  support  but  also  the  care  of  a 
family  of  five  children,  of  which  he  was  the 
eldest.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  and 
iinother  man  by  the  name  of  George  JIur- 
dock  were  appointed  marshals  and  took 
ebiirge  of  a  force  to  protect  Mount  Clemens 
ffom    heing  l)iirned    by   tlie   Kii.ditli   Cavalry. 


lie  still  resides  at  his  home  on  Cass  avenue 
in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  much  respected 
citizen  and  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
lie  married  Henrietta  Little,  a  daughter  of 
Jiobert  Little,  who  removed  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty at  a  very  early  day,  settling  on  the  north 
branch  and  at  one  time  cidtivated  the  ground 
where  the  present  courthouse  is  now  erected. 
He  saw  many  gatherings  of  Indians  in  full 
H-ar  paint  on  their  way  to  fight  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war.  He  was  an  earnest  and  active 
.Methodist  amit  was  appointed  as  steward  in 
the  First  .Methodist  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, being  retained  in  that  otfice  until  his 
death  in  187ti,  His  wife  came  from  Paisley, 
Scotland,  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
She  was  of  the  clan  of  Murdock  and  Duiilap 
and  her  father  was  a  weaver  of  the  celebrated 
Paisley  shawls.  She  was  gifted  with  more 
than  ordinary  intellect  and  was  a  most  sin- 
cere and  earnest  Christian  worker.  Scotland, 
at  the  time  the  family  left  there,  was  in  the 
midat  of  a  ]><)litieal  a^ntiitioii  and  the  last 
public  work  ber  father  did  was  to  address  a 
gathering  of  ovci'  thirty  thousand  people  on 
the  eve  of  his  depiirtiire  for  America. 

(ietirge  11.  Nichols  remained  a  public  school 
student  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  to  learn  the  building  trade  with  his 
father,  whose  |>artner  he  became  in  1875. 
They  wor^  thus  associated  one  year,  when 
he  began  business  alone,  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years.  He  did  his  first  work  a-s 
foreman  on  the  residence  of  William  C  Hogh, 
on  Cass  avenue.  Mount  Clemens— a  building 
which  is  still  standing,  constnicting  the  chim- 
neys of  the  himse  as  the.v  now  stand  with  his 
own  hands  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  When 
he  was  twenty  .^'ears  of  age  he  took  his 
first  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  Dahm 
residence  on  Liiicohi  avenue.  Among  a  great 
many  others  he  has  erected  under  contract 
and  as  superintendent  the  following  im- 
]iortant  structures  in  Mount  Clemens:  St. 
Joseph  Sanitarium,  Colonial  Hotel.  Clemen- 
tine Bath  House.  Citizens  Savings  Bank 
Block,  the  Dahm  and  Winegar  Blocks,  etc.. 
and  he  also  assisted  in  the  building  of  the 
Avery  House,  The  last  of  his  large  eon- 
tracts  was  the  erection  of  the  cobblestone 
powerhouse  foi"  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric 
Company.  Aside  from  his  extensive  and 
important  building  interests  he  has  been  as- 
sociated with  various  business  enterprises 
which  have  contributed  in  large  measure  to 
the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  county  as 
well  as  to  the  individual  success  of  the  stock- 
tiolders.     He  was  a   director  and  stockholder 
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of  the  Mount  CleiueiiH  Electric  Company, 
first  vice  president  of  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank,  in  the  organization  of  which  he  par- 
ticipated; a  director  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  public  ivorijs.  Owing  to  his  duties 
in  the  last  named  position  coniiietiiig  with  his 
doing  any  contract  worlt  for  the  city  he  re- 
signed from  this  board.  He  was  made  in- 
spector of  the  first  briek  pavement  laid  in 
Mount  Clemens,  lie  afterward  contracted 
and  did  considerable  paving  for  the  city.  lie 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  of  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery,  whose  plant  is  located 
on  what  was  a  part  of  his  farm  and  which  is 
one  of  the  most  sueeessfiil  enterprises  of  the 
kind  in  the  state,  its  sales  of  butter  and  other 
products  in  1904  amonntinir  to  one  hundred 
ind  ten  thoiih  md  i         1 

"Ml  Nichols  st  t  1  t  1  Ins  business 
Larei.1  mpty  ban  1  1  1  t  1  iietnlh  hus 
banding  his  laimn^s  his  umenuttinj;  enei,r> 
and  labor  tnabltd  him  to  iccumulate  a  com 
petcnce  Fiom  tune  t>  timi  he  invested  m 
faim  pifpeit^  and  bis  possessions  m  this 
line  n  ni  iiiH  ul  tli  b  utifnl  h  aiichild  faini 
f  n  hniulie  I  and  si\t  ti  md  i  half 
i(,ies  fomtiiKuth  situ  t  d  m  the  Rapid 
Kailwav  iht  f,upeiintendent  of  this  lint 
in  eourt■es^  to  JIi  Nichols  has  placed  i  dtp  rt 
in  front  of  his  faim  tailing  it  lairchild 
I  arm  "Mi  Nichols  has  iiikU  nian\  impiov  >- 
I  tnts  on  the  faun  intlnlmr,  the  erection  of 
two  splendid  bauis  to  which  wat  r  is  sup 
1  lied  b^  a  h^driulic  iini  and  also  with  a 
indniill  While  cjnstnietmg  this  s\sttni  it 
tiused  much  coimiieiit  anions  the  ntighboi's 
lanv  of  whom  thought  he  was  going  to  ti\ 
to  make  watti  lun  up  hill  lie  has  spent 
twent\  h^e  hundied  dollits  m  tiling  his  faim 
lut  this  i(>  onl>  one  of  ]naii\  impro\  eiiients 
which  he  hat.  placed  on  the  property  He 
has  erected  a  beautiful  residence,  unitpie  in 
its  style  of  architecture,  being  constructed  en- 
tirely of  cobble  stones,  with  German  tile  roof 
and  plate  glass  windows  throughout  the 
house.  The  interior  is  finished  in  oak  and 
each  room  is  supplied  with  a  beaiitiful  man- 
tel and  fireplace.  His  residence  is  heated  and 
lighted  by  gas  supplied  from  his  own  plant 
and  water  pumped  by  a  windmill  is  piped  to 
all  parts  of  the  house.  In  fact  this  beautiful 
home  is  lacking  in  no  modern  convenience  and 
would  be  a  credit  to  any  city. 

Mr.  Nichols  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  career,  accumulating  a  very  comfort- 
able competence,  and  as  bis  taste  has  always 
led  him  to  agricultural  pursuits  lie  lijis  now 


retired  from  contracting  and  building,  re- 
moving to  his  Paircbild  Farm  in  1904.  Here 
he  intends  spending  his  remaining  days, 
superintending  this  farm  and  also  his  in- 
vested interests  elsewhere.  He  is  nqw  en- 
gaged in  raising  thoroughbred  stock  and 
already  has  between  forty-five  and  fifty  head 
of  registered  Jersey  cattle.  He  is  a.  meiuber 
of  the  American  Jersey  Cattle  Club,,  one  of 
the  most  infiuentiat  stock  elnbs  in  the  United 
States.  His  farm  is  sitnated  vebitively  like 
the  hub  of  a  wheel,  with  spoke.s  five  miles 
long,  at  the  end  of  which  we  find  the  follow- 
ing cities  or  villages:  !\loiiiit  Cleuieiis,  New 
Baltimore,  New  Haven,  Meade  and  Waldeii- 
burg,  and  the  farm  is  only  a  short  distance 
from  Lake  St.  Clair. 

Sir.  Nichols  belongs  to  .Mount  Clemens 
lodge  \o.  6,  A.  P.  &  A.  M..  in  which  he  has 
filled  ill  of  the  chairs,  including  that  of  mas- 
tti  foi  three  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Mmnt  Clemens  chapter,  No.  69.  R.  A.  M., 
of  which  he  was  high  priest.  He  also  belongs 
to  Aloimt  Clemens  council,  K.  &  S.  M.;  Da- 
mast  us  coniniandery,  K.  T. :  the  Michigan 
So\eiei^n  Consistory;  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  IS  now  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  likewise  belongs  to 
Mount  Clemens  tent,  K.  0.  T.  M..  to  Mount 
Ckncns  Club,  and  to  tlie  Methodist  church, 
to  the  support  of  which  he  has  contrihutetl 
(ontinuously  since  tw^elve  years  of  atre.  His 
political  allegiance  has  been  yiven  to  the 
dtnnciatie  party. 

On  the  13th  of  Angust.  18711.  .Mr.  Niclmls 
was  niariied  to  Mufv  K.  Sinipsiin.  a  daughter 
of  Rc^  Charles  Simpson,  tbt-  woihliug  cere- 
mony being  iietfonned  in  tlii'  .Methodist 
church  of  Mount  Ckiiiens.  her  father  ofR- 
OMtm^'  This  building,  although  removed 
frtm  its  old  site,  is  still  standing,  being 
used  IS  a  cooper  shop  by  T.  W.  Snook 
&  Son.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
lie  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  boy 
ten  years  of  age  and  lived  in  Shiawasee 
county,  near  Owosso,  on  his  father's  farm 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Frances 
E.  Wolcott,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  aftei" 
which  he  operated  the  Wolcott  farm  for 
one  year.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  as  a  private  of  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  fighting  under  (jcneral  Custer  for 
one  year.  lie  was  then  promoted  to  first 
lieutenant  and  captain  of  Company  B,  of 
the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served 
two  years  in  the  divisitms  under  the  eom- 
iiiand  of  Generals  Thomas  and  Fitzpat- 
rick.     Tic  took  part  in   many  severe  engage- 
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uiiiits  mclntliu„  the  b  ittli  i>i  dettjsibuig 
On  line  oecasiou  he  «as  taken  pnsonei  and 
ijiininmg  ill  whik  on  liis  way  to  piison  «as 
plmd  in  the  hosjntal  at  WmclicstLi  Vir 
_]nii  ifti  t  whnh  lii  his  paroled  aiitl  got 
liiil  nit)  till  I  niiin  Inus  PoUownia;  the 
l<>M  ol  hnstihti.  s  Ik  i.tnin.d  to  the  funi 
hut  itt.j  1  hw  M  us  l>i^ni  the  stnd>  oi  the 
(il(i_\  Hid  tiitiiin_  till  iiinnstn  took  charge 
lit  til  "Oil  it  II  II  iiid  ill  ing  a  SIX  weeks 
I  mint  ill  IS  now  [)  istm  ot  thi  Xmdi 
Mithudist  i-pistoptil  Uniii-h  at  Detioit 

I'nto  Mi  and  Mi's  NrIioIs  ha\(  been  hoin 
tiM  Lhildien  but  onli  two  an  Imng  (irate 
1-  hoMi  ]( hi  11  in  2S  IftT'l  and  Milton  R 
li.in  Diiiiidiii  12  1S%  Ihose  dcteasul 
Ml  (  hubs  S  \\\m  was  houi  Tnh  h  1881 
nid  Ui<d  111  iiitinL\  Aliu  i^iKs  bom  Oe 
t  libit  2i  Ihyj  and  dii  d  in  Deeenibei  lbS5 
md  John  S  who  w  is  bom  iibnwrv  b  1896 
inii  died  ill  Jiiiiiin  ^'HI2  The  riiu uns  of 
1hi    du<  isid  «u      liid  to  Hst  m  tlii    iiinih 


Ml 


Null 


.  is  1  nini  it  liiidl  lis|ipsiliiMi  Hid  lit 
Mill  imUiiKnt  till  foniKi  uid,  mn_  hnii 
inin\  fiiends  «luk  the  littei  qnalit\  has 
>iiied  his  siieeLss  m  biisiiies8  foi  nnn\ 
iis  1  ipsiflcnt  of  Mount  C'leniLns  he  hns 
M  i\  Hidi  I  lid  fi\oi  ible  aociuuntancL 
oii_boiit  till  (iitiu  eoiiiit\  III  all  his 
sniiss  ill  iliii-s  he  lias  bnu  l  ipable 
iinipt    iiKi-.itii     ind  iiliabU 


-TOSKI'li    iM.  CKOMAX,   M.    I>. 

Joseph  JI.  (Ji'oinaii,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  siii'gery  in  Mount  Cleiu- 
I'tis,  was  bom  in  Waahtenaw  county,  Michi- 
gan. l>i!C('ii)bi'f  4.  1865,  his  parents  being 
•losi'ph  and  Cliristine  (Rheule)  Groiiian,  na- 
tives of  I'ennsylviiiiia  and  Germany  respee- 
li\-ei\-.  The  father,  a  farmer  by  occnpatioii. 
eaine  to  Michigan  when  (piite  a  yoiiug  man. 
and  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
.vears.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  There  were 
I'leven  children  in  the  family,  seven  of  v^-hom 
have  reached  the  age  of  inatnrity.  The  Cro- 
inan  family  was  originally  of  English  lin- 
eage and  the  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
ineiiiber  of  the  Society  of  Friends  or  Qua- 
kere.  Many  of  the  (.■roinans  eanie  to  Jliehi- 
!^'aii,  settling  in  Jackson  comity  and  near  Ann 
Arbor.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Croiiian  came 
from  Germany  after  the  death  of  her  father, 
being  then  a  little  maiden  of  eleven  years. 

Dr,  Oroninn  pnvsiied  bis  pi-eliiiiinary  edii- 


utiou  ill  Union  sehool  at  South  Lyon,  Michi- 
gan lit  afterwaid  spent  two  years  as  a 
clerk  m  a  drug  store  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan and  thi  n  tnteied  upon  a  course  of  phar- 
inat^  in  the  I  nnersity  of  Michigan,  being 
f,raduated  in  1887  He  later  spent  two  years 
at.  a  drug  eleik  m  Ionia,  Michigan,  and  sub- 
sequentl\  went  to  Detroit,  entering  the  De- 
troit College  of  Medicine,  from  which  he  was 
giaduated  m  1892.  Having  thus  prepared 
tor  the  piaetict  of  medicine  and  surgery  he 
openi  d  an  office  in  Mount  Clemens  and  has 
smte  built  up  an  extensive  patronage,  gain- 
ing th(  piiblie  eonfidenee  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
itllent  usidts  whieli  liave  attended  his  pro- 
fcsNioml  libiiis  In  1896  he  pursued  post- 
^ladniti  woik  111  the  Xew  York  PoSt-Gradu- 
ati  School  llosjiitid.  Reading  and  investi- 
gation have  toutinualiy  broadened  his  knowl- 
edge and  piomoted  his  efficiency,  and  he  has 
fnrthcmiote  kept  m  touch  with  the  advanced 
th(iii_ht  of  th'  piofession  through  his  mem- 
biiship  111  till  County,  State  and  American 
Ml  dii  il  SiH  II  ties   and  of  the  first  named  has 

Di  (  roman  s  fiatenial  relations  are  with 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  \o.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  Damascus  eommandery,  K,  T..  of  De- 
troit He  was  made  a  IMason  in  Ionia,  in 
lHai>  and  has  alwavs  been  loyal  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  cnft 

In  1889  Di  t  roman  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  A.  Gibbs,  the  only  living  member 
of  the  family  of  three  children  born  to  Nor- 
tliriip  J.  and  Kinma  (Davy)  Gibbs,  the  for- 
mer an  architect  of  JIacomb  county.  He 
built  the  courthouse,  Media  bath  house,  Avery 
House,  Peuton,  and  many  other  buildings  in 
this  vicinity.  Their  children  are  Helen  J, 
and  Joe  Meryl.  Dr.  Croman  is  a  man  of  fine 
peraonal  appearance,  of  genial  manner,  un- 
failing courtesy  and  strong  intellectuality — 
cfualities  which,  combined  with  his  profes- 
sional training,  have  made  him  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of  !Macoinb 
connty. 


MAX  CHRISTIAN  SCHNOOK. 

Max  Christian  Sclmoor,  now  deceased,  was 
a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and 
honor,  and  during  the  yenrs  of  his  residence 
in  Slacomb  county  he  won  the  favorable  re- 
gard and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  No- 
vember 23,  1819,  and  was  educated  in  that 
country.     He  psuie  to  America  in  1841,  when 
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about  twenty-two  years  of  litre,  Jiiid  for  a  year 
resided  in  ttlilwaiikee,  Wiseonflin,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he 
iiiso  spent  H  vcar  ek'rkiiifi  in  ii  groRery  store. 
On  llu-  (■x|)ij'at:iuii  of  that  period  lie  wniie  to 
Xcw  lialliiiiore,  where  he  tnrned  his  attention 
to  yeiH'rid  iiierehandisinjr.  lie  also  condiict- 
I'd  H  stave  and  hoop  yard  there  and  was  the 
ownei'  of  a  tannery,  thns  beeoniinft  active  in 
the  eommereia!  and  industrial  circles  in  this 
l>liKre  and  in  his  line  of  hiisiiiess  he  was  (|nite 
Ah   lie    prospered    in    liis  niider- 


tal 


,-est('d 


vieinity  of  Xew  lialtiriio 
iuid  ahont  l«(i2  he  retired  from  active  hut' 
ness  as  a  iiierchiint.  Me  retained  Ids  farri 
liowever,   iual   took  frreat  pride  in  itiiiirovii 


Ihesi 


iind  i 


;  the 
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<-ii!ried  on,  'I'lie  hinds  were  liroiiylit  to  a  liijrh 
state  of  (•Hltiviiti(.ii,  were  e(nii]i|H-il  with  t;ood 
IxiikliiiKS  ai)d  in  fiict  were  siii.plied  with  all 
modern  improvements. 

.Mr.  Selnioot-  was  also  deeph-  inteivsled  in 
pnlilic  measures  that  teiide<l  to  beiietit  his 
town  or  <-ounty-  In  fact  liis  was  an  ideal 
ehai'aeter  anil  the  spirit  of  helpfniness  was 
one  i.f  his  jiiost  marked  traits,  lie  had  a 
molto,  ""Help  the  poor  and  needy,"  which 
lie  ]int  into  idniost  daily  practice.  His  life 
was  Jilleii  with  many  acts  of  kindness  and 
deeds  of  <'hafity  and  he  was  always  willing 
to  extend  a  lielpin^'  hand  to  the  deserving 
poor.  He  was  entirely  free  from  ostentation 
or  display  in  his  uivinjr  and  in  fact  always 
avoided  pnhlieitv.  There  were  many  who 
benefited  ]n  his  hen  hcmie  and  hue  icason 
to  hold  him  m  sacred  uiinmhrame 

Mr  Sehn  MH  was  marntd  m  IXtroit  in 
1S42  to  M  ss  n  s  XI  n  f  I  It  ^ii^'htii  of 
f  lan?  and  \rii  \i  I  ih  Kl  ii  h  Idt  both 
of  whom  I  It  s  t  I  iiian\  ihe\ 
formed  th  i  n  piinit  ni  ml  i  soiiiovhit 
lomantic  conditions  mtttiii^  (n  Iwnd  a  \  s 
wl  on  which  tht\  were  coming  to  ■Vmeiica 
AIiss  Klemfeldt  being  ateompamed  by  hir 
biothei  and  sistei  The  icqiiaintanei.  thus 
foimed  tenniiiated  in  matnafie  at  Ditr  it 
two  -veari  latei  Thiiteen  children  were  boi  i 
unto  them,  but  only  five  passed  childhootLl, 
namely:  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hubel,  of  St.  Clair,  Michigan:  Christian,  who 
married  Mrs.  Sarah  Van  Eps.  of  Monnt  Clem- 
ens, and  died  January  19,  1893:  Frederick, 
who  married  MifB  Minnie  Collins,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Michigan,  and  died  December  31,  1898  -, 
Caroline,  wEo  married  Gilbert  Hatheway  and 
is  living  in  New  Baltimore  with  her  mother: 
find  Eugenia,   who  became  the  wife  of   Dr. 


A.  W.  Ivcs,  of  Detroit,  and  died  at  Nice, 
France,  April  5,  1897,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years.  Two  of  the  sons — Christian  and 
Fre<ierick — were  popular  in  business  as  well 
as  i>iibli(;  life  in  New  Baltimore.  Eugenia  at 
a  vi-ry  early  age  displayed  marked  talent  in 
music,  both  as  a  pianist  and  vocalist.  She 
attained  a  position  of  prominence  in  musical 
circles  in  Detroit  and  studied  abroad  for 
thrci;  years,  spending  six  months  in  Leipsie, 
(iermany,  under  Professor  Schirmer,  after 
whieh  siie  went  to  Bei'lin,  and  studied  under 
Professors  Bart  and  .Mos^kowski,  who  were 
her  instructors  in  instrumental  music,  while 
Pi'oiVssor  Julius  lley  superintended  her  voice 
ciiitui'e.  An  indication  of  her  talent  is  given 
ill  the  fact  that  while  she  was  studyiug  under 
Mos/k-owski  he  told  her  tliat  he  coidd  not 
teach  her  but  could  only  criticise  her  work. 
After  a  three  years'  course  abroad  she  re- 
turned to  Detroit,  where  in  1893  she  married 
Di'.  I\'es.  She  sang  for  a  number  of  years 
in  the  tinitarian  church  at  the  comer  of 
Woodward  avenue  and  Edmond  place  in  that 
city  and  at  the  same  time  taught  both  piano 
and  vocal.  In  the  spring  of  1895  her  health 
began  to  fail  and  she  went  on  a  visit  to  north- 
ern Michigan:  afterward  going  south  to  Santa 
Fe,  Xew  .Mexico,  where  she  was  mucli  im- 
proved. She  then  returned  to  Detroit  for  the 
summer  but  in  the  fall  her  health  began  to 
fail  and  slie  was  sent  to  Xice,  France,  hut  the 
change  did  not  prove  beneficial  and  she  died 
April  5,  1897,  her  sister  Caroline  being  with 
her.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Lit- 
tk  P^n^lish  (emeteiy,  ovei'lo()kiiig  the  Metli- 
tirriiiiean  sea  The  other  dau.trhter,  Caro- 
line IS  also  a  talented  vocalist  and  completed 
a  (.ouiSL  ni  the  Michigan  ('onservatory  of 
Musk  in  Dttioit,  in  the  spi'ing  of  1904.  She 
n  >w  resides  at  home  with  her  mother,  who. 
sum.  tht  death  of  the  husband  and  father, 
li  s       ntini     1  I     feside  in  Xew  Baltimore. 


fn\n:iiT  x.  loweij-, 

Dwiglit  X.  Lowell,  one  of  the  prominent 
attorneys  of  Macomb  county  and  the  oldest 
in  years  of  continuous  practice,  is  equally 
prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  has  wielded 
a  wide  influence  and  has  been  and  is  dis- 
tinctively a  man  of  affairs.  Few  are  better 
informed  concerning  the  history  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  and  his  knowledge  is  that 
of  active  participation  in  the  events  which 
have  formed  its  annals. 
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Mr.  Luwdl  ivjits  burn  Jiiiiuaivv  15,  18-43, 
on  liis  fathurs  farm,  located  in  eady  times 
l),-v  Ilealy,  just  soiith  of  Romeo,  and  traces 
lijs  descent  from  Norman  and  Scotch  ances- 
try. Percival  Lowell,  the  American  ances- 
tor, wa.s  the  ninth  in  descent  from  William 
Lowell  {A.  D.  1250)  of  Yardsley,  Somerset 
county,  England.  His  ancestor  came  over 
with  WiJliani  the  Conqueror  and  wits  in  the 
lialtk'  of  llasthifTH.  Percival  Lowell  came 
to  Xewbiiryport  from  Bristol,  England,  in 
Ifi^W,  with  wife,  two  sons  and  dauffhter  and 
ill  I  the  Lowells  of  this  country  trace  their 
Miicestry  through  him.  The  mother  of  Per- 
cival Lowell,  a  Percival,  traced  her  ances- 
try through  Eudes,  Sovereign  Duke  of  Hrit- 
tJiny,  to  Charles  Martel. 

The  great-grandfather  of  Dwight  \.  Low- 
ell was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  served 
in  the  siege  of  Louishurg  and  in  the  Kevo- 
Intionary  AVai-. 

The  grandfather,  Josiali  Lowell,  luoved 
sui'i-essivelv  to  New  Ihnuiisliire.  Vermont, 
Mild  liTiallv  to  .Moriah,  Xew  York,  where  the 
father.  Nelson  Lowell,  was  horn.  In  early  life 
he  went  west  and  worked  some  years  in 
Mid.ilebur-  N,nv-  York,  fof  Samuel  Ewell. 
n-ho^i'  .iMiii;lLli-i'.  I.iiura  Ewell,  he  luarried. 
The  Kwells  were  of  .Seoteli  ifeseent  and  trace 
theii'  aiicestrv  to  -Jolni  Ewell.  who  earne  from 
SentliUid  ill  17;!4.  hi  lS;il  NVlson  Lowell 
.■Mine  to  ,Mi, 
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ill  1H4l>.  moved  To  the  fa 
the  Ilealv  fanii,  wiiere  he  resided  until  his 
death,  in  (leloher.  18S5.  Laura  Lowell,  tlie 
mother,  passed  away  at  Adrian.  Jlicliigan, 
ill  Eebrnary.  1881.  In  the  territorial  days 
Nelson  Lowell  served  in  the  militia  and  was 
<-omjiiissioiied  lieutenant. 

There  were  in  this  family  two  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Jiidson  Clark,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  Cnivei'sitv  of  lliehisan,  class 
of  r><),  and  was  for  Jiiaiiy  years  principal  of 
tlie  schoids  at  Saginaw  and  .laeks(m,  died 
iji  (Ihieago  in  Si-iitemher,  lS!)-.»;  Ann  S.  Uoo- 
little,  who  taught  many  years  in  the  Adrian 
schools,  has  resided  there  since  her  marri- 
age in  186!);  and  Mary  L  Lowell  died  at 
Adrian,  Michigan,  in  1902. 

Dwight  N.  Lowell,  the  youngeBt  of  the 
family,  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  on 
the  farm,  where  he  early  learned  the  neces- 
sary habits  of  industry  and  economy.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  winters  until 
the  opening  of  the  Dickinson  Institute,  in 
October,  1854,  when  he  commenced  his 
course  of  studies     in     that   institution   and 


spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  preparation 
for  entering  the  university  under  Professor 
D.  B.  Briggs  and  D.  J.  Poor.  In  the  fall 
of  1862  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Jack- 
son, then  uTider  the  charge  of  Professor 
Briggs.  and  completed  his  preparatory  stud- 
ie.s.  Entering  the  I'liiversity  of  Michigan  he 
was  gradnated  A.  B.,  June  26,  1867.  He 
was  elected  poet  of  tlie  class  during  the 
senior  year  and  as  such  took  part  in  the 
class-day  exercises  at  the  close  of  the  course. 

Following  his  graduation  he  spent  a  short 
time  canvassing  for  life  insurance  and  in 
the  early  fall  of  1867  entered  the  law  ofRee 
of  Hon.  E,  F.  Jlead.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  on  examination  in  open  court  before 
Hon.  James  S.  DeM'ey,  June  14,  1869  He 
was  clerk  of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  in  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  1869,  and  special  ses- 
sion, 1870.  lie  opened  his  office  November 
1, 1869,  and  has  since  continued  m  the  aetne 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Komeo,  Mirhj- 
gan.  with  the  exception  of  six  inonth'i  s]>ent 
in  the  surveyor  general's  office  at  Yankton, 
Dakota,  where  he  was  ehief  clerk  llis  piae 
tice  has  been  general  and  has  called  him  into 
many  other  eonnties  of  the  state  and  he  has 
been  engaged  in  many  important  litigations 
and  has  the  well  earned  reputation  of  being 
among  the  best  of  Maeomh  county's  law- 
yers, lie  was  the  I'eiinhlican  candidate  for 
circuit  .iudge  in  1899.  lie  has  served  the 
village  of  liomeo  as  attorney  for  many  years 
and  was  for  .seven  years  consecutively  its 
Iiresident  ari<l  at  one  time  its  treasurer,  by 
ai'iiointment  to  fill  vacancv.  Al  tlie  present 
time  he  is  president  of  the  .Macomb  County 
Bar  Association. 

Upon  the  removal  of  1,  D.  llanseoiu  in 
1882  Judge  Stevens  appointed  him  t<)  fill 
out  the  terai  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ma- 
comb county.  He  early  took  an  interest  in  the 
schools,  was  elected  township  examiner  and 
since  1882  has  been  continuously  the  direc- 
tor of  the  Romeo  schools.  He  was  elected 
a  delegate  to  the  republican  national  con- 
vention in  1904,  which  nominated  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  republican  state  con- 
ventions. In  his  career  no  public  or  private 
trust  or  duty  has  been  neglected  or  abused. 

Mr.  Lowell  has  been  twice  married,  first 
to  Nellie  J.  Horton,  September  26,  1882, 
whose  death  occurred  October  26,  1884,  and 
in  Oetober,  1899,  to  Marion  Stone,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Marion  Stone,  of 
Eomeo. 
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111  religious  faith  he  leans  to  the  Congre- 
gational, but  is  not  a  iiiember  of  any  church. 
Mr.  Lowell  has  served  his  Masonic  brethren 
in  the  capacity  of  master  of  the  lodge,  high 
priest  of  the  chapter  and  eminent  com- 
iiiander,  of  the  eommandery,  in  which  last 
order  he  served  for  nearly  twenty  years 
its  jnnior  warden. 


liARVKV  .MELLE.N. 

A  strenuous  life  erowiied  with  a  gratifying 
irieasure  of  success;  an  honorable  cai-eer  char- 
acterized by  fidelity  to  duty  in  all  its  varied 
i-L'lations— sucli  is  the  history  of  Harvey 
Mellen,  who  for  ntaiiy  years  lived  in  Koiiieo. 
lit;  was  liorn  in  Jliddlebnrg,  New  York.  April 
:i,  1822,  and  liis  jiiuvjils  wece  L<>Hndcr  anil 
Tviithia  (Sellwk)  ^]r\Wu.  Tho  U\h:-\:  idio 
WHS  boni  ill  llnl)!i-irdtoii,  Wnnoiit.  FcliruHi'v 
17.  17!t7,  was  a  fai'Uier  l>v  owui.ation  and 
after  residing;  in  \ew  Voi'k  for  a  tiiiie  eame 
to  the  west,  iwi'iving  in  .Maeonil)  couiitv  in 
18:{7.  He  settled  fii-st  in  Washington  tiiwii- 
ship  and  in  1841  locafed  in  Ijeiiox  township 
on  a  liinii  ol'  one  liitridrcd  and  sixtv  ai;res. 
tlie  iitip]v>V('Ln.>nts  of  wliich  w.'iv  tlie  work 
of  his  liands.  III-  assisted  lar-vly  in  pro- 
niotiii!;  the  early  agrieidtiu'al  devel<i]nueiit  of 
The  i-onntv  and  as  one  of  tlie  jiioneei'  set- 
tlers aided  in  lavin;:'  the  fnuridation  for  fn- 
tnre  growtli  and  i)nispei'it\-  in  his  eoiminin- 
itv.  He  euntiniied  to  follow  fariiiiiiir  until  his 
deatli.  whieh  oeeiiiTed  in  Lenox  township  in 
18ti4.  In  the  faiitily  were  nine  eblldren  and 
as  the  father  was  in  rather  straightened 
financial  eircuinstaiiees  it  was  neeessarv  that 
the  ehildreii  should  early  |.iovide  for  their 
own  support. 

Harvey  Mellen  i.ursued  his  edneation  in 
the  iiuhlie  schools  of  his  native  state  and  of 
:\liehigan.  yet  Ids  knowledge  was  largely  ac- 
quired ()ntside  the  schoolroom.  Although  lie 
was  in  later  yeai-s  a  well-informed  man  it 
was  due  to  the  improvement  of  his  leisutv 
hours  through  i-i'ading.  experienei'  and  in- 
vestigation. When  eighteen  veal's  of  age  he 
left  home  to  earn  his  own  living  and  in  1840 
joined  a  parly  under  Judge  Hurt,  making 
piihlie  surveys  in  the  upper  peninsula  of 
.Mieiiigan  for*  four  yeai-s.  In  1848  he  took  a 
government  eoidraet  for  making  public  sur- 
veys in  the  ii-oii  regions  near  Manpiette  and 
Mr.  Mellen  was  with  the  corpH  under  JucUte 
HntI  when  the  discovery  of  iron  was  made. 
It    was    uotieed    when    they    were   just    .s(mth 


was  dying  abuid  in  all  diiectioiis.  Judge 
Burt  was  amazed  and  said:  "That  is  won- 
derful. Boys,  look  around  and  see  what  you 
can  find."  Harvey  Mellen  then  came  np  and 
said:  "I  have  got  some  iron."  It  was  mag- 
netic iron  and  was  the  first  indication  of  the 
mineral  I'esonrces  of  the  peninsidar  state,  the 
development  of  which  has  added  so  largely 
to  the  wealth  and  industrial  and  commercial 
status  of  .Michigan.  In  later  years  Rlr.  Mellen 
eiii-'aged  in  luinhering.  foriiiirig  a  part.nei-ship 
with  Charles  Tackles  in  18SiJ  and  operating 
in  Inilay  township,  Ija])eer  county.  In  1871 
he  was  in  the  same  line  of  business  at  Fish 
Lake,  Lapeer  county,  and  later  at  Bagley, 
Otsego  county,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  a.ssociated  with  the  Stephen  Lumber 
Company  at  Waters,  Otsego  county. 

Xot  only  because  of  his  activity  in  hiisiness 
but  also  because  of  his  usefulnes.s  in  other 
^^■alks  of  life  did  Mi'.  Mellen  deserve  I'ecog- 
nition  as  one  of  the  leading.  proiTnnent  and 
induentiai  citizens  of  Maeoiiih  county  and  of 
the  state.  He  gave  endoi-seinent  and  co-oper- 
ation to  all  measures  which  lie  deemed  would 
prove  of  henetit  to  his  eomn, unity  and  to  the 
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factor  therein,  hi 
an  old-time  .laekyoiiian  democrat,  and  lie 
could  trace  relatioiisliip  to  Andrew  .laclraon. 
whom  lie  iiiin-li  re.-emhled  in  liis  vigor  and 
strength  of  purpose.  He  kept  fiillv  in  touch 
with  the  great  questions  ami  issues  ..f  the  day 
up  to  the  time  of  liis  death  and  advanced  iu- 
telliireiit  arirument  lor  his  |.;.litieal  faith,  lie 
was  eleeteti  and  served  as  a  nieiiiher  of  the 
house  of  repivsentativi's  from  tiie  second  dis- 
trict of  Michigan  from  188<l  until  1802  and 
as  state  senator  in  18!);i-4.  and  his  cmir.se  as 
a  legislator  was  mark<'<l  hy  a  fearless  devo- 
tion to  the  right,  as  lie  saw  it,  and  to  a  strong 
opposition  of  every  measure  which  he  be- 
lieve<l  would  prove  inimical  lo  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  state. 

In  March,  184!),  in  Maronil.  eountv.  Mr. 
Mellin  was  married  to  Miss  Flixuhelh  A,  Row- 
ei-inan.  a  daughter  of  Miehael  and  Sailie  (Le- 
Fevre)  Bowerman,  who  weiH'  farmir.g  peo- 
ple ivsidiug  in  the  vicinity  of  Itouieo.  Her 
father  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninetv- 
two  vears.  Mi's.  Mellen  passed  awav  March 
2,  1889.  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  .vears.  The 
mendiers  of  their  faiiiilv  were  as  follows: 
Ellen  E.,  horn  December  28.  184!).  is  living 
in  Romeo :  Sarah  M.,  born  September  2d, 
1856,  was  married  March  30,  187(i.  to  llenrv 
Stephens  and  their  children  are  llenrv.  horn 
Noveinb.-r    7,    188:};    (Jale,    born    Octoiier    27. 
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Iss,  I  il  Ii  in  111  I)  ((iiilii  1  1890 
.Mil nil  1j  bom  IXcembei  22  1H3S  is  iii 
Kmifi)  lUrsLhc!  L  who  was  bom  Maj  15 
IhW)  ditd  m  infancy  Foi  his  second  wif* 
Ml  Ml  111  n  ch(tNL  Lllen  B  Proctti  to  whom 
}  \\  IS  iLiirned  in  IbSl  and  \\\ui  stiii  mu 
\n   s  him 

Ml  Mtlkii  was  loiig  a  piomuiLnt  Mason 
and  i\  IS  one  of  thi,  oldest  nitiiibtrs  of  Eo 
111  I  coniraaiidci y  No  6  fc.  1  Ilis  social 
I  Jitiiiijs  were  always  niaiki.d  In  cordia]it\ 
and  siiiceiit>  Hi  |udged  a  man  by  his  char 
a<tei  not  h\  his  purse  and  in  his  old  age 
ht  stood  just  wheiL  hi  did  in  earl>  manhood 
—till  champion  of  those  quahtien  which  bring 
silf  respect  and  tin  oonftdence  of  others  and 
as  an  admirer  of  justice  truth  and  eonsid 
nation — elements  which  «eie  always  foimd 
in  his  own  eaien  Ihp  immediate  cnise  of 
li  s  ]  ith  \\  s  i  1  I  )urv  and  shoik  caused  bj 
III  still  1  I  V  M  id  tiaiii  on  the  Chicago 
^V  (  1  ind  If  ml  hiilioid  neai  Iinlav  (_it> 
Ml  I  I    11      \i(  ust  8    1891      lliiiL   aic   men 

I  I  III  I  I  I  life  of  fidelit\  to  principle 
J  1  I  ii|  III  IS  exactness  m  all  business 
r  111  t  lis  _  111  a  1  pntation  Hhieh  is  abo\c 
.(I  si  I   I  i   M  b        111  HI   w   s    Ml     Mellen 

II  \  II  (  tb  n  tl  s— b  tti  ImllKaittd 
i.  1  111  111  slid  t  tl  IS  II  d  though 
I  ]  inn  I  s  I  I  III  I  s  1>  isi  I  it  id 
is               1    I       iitl    s|  II  t      k    I        1.  st  one 

I  t  I  I  st  I  s|  II  II  1  1  \el  d  eltl/ens 
ill  II   lluM\    Mell    1  piss  d     «n       Dmiiu 

II  tni  life  of  sc\uit\  thie-e  \eats  hi  was 
il        am    commeitii!   and   industinl   niter 

I  s  ind  had  hiisnies.s  rdati  his  mtli  a  laigc 
I  II  lb  I  ot  111  II  and  thu  is  \  t  1 1  1 1  f  und 
M      \  h      1 1  st    nid  bis  hniLst\     it  j  iii]  osi 

III  till  II  -,s  t       II    ml  his  stnliti     iiit  „iit\ 


(.'llAliLES  1I()],TZ. 


CliacU's  lloll/,,  who  follows  farming  on  sec- 
tion "2].  Cliesti'rlirld  township,  was  born  in 
Braiidi'iilirr^'.  ilciin;iiiy,  a  son  of  William  and 
Louisa  iMiiiid)  lloltK.  also  natives  of  that 
('omifi'v.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Ger- 
ni^iiiy  and  came  to  America  about  1872,  reach- 
ifiy  Chesterfield  township  on  the  25th  of  De- 
eember.  There  he  and  his  family  reiiiainod 
with  friends  for  several  weeks  and  afterward 
took  up  their  abode  near  the  Chesterfield 
depot.  For  three  years  ho  W'Orked  on  the 
■James  Patton  farm,  after  which  he  and  his 
son  Charles  purchased  a  farm  from  Henry 
DeOrafF,  which  they  cultivated  for  ten  years, 
""hen   they  traded   this   [iroperty  to    Joseph 


Oniei^  ±01  then  present  iiiiii  in  ISbb  Ileic 
the  father  still  lives  at  the  age  ot  seventy 
seven  >cars  Although  he  owns  a  half  m 
teiest  in  the  propertv  his  son  Chailes  has 
been  the  active  factor  m  making  thi  im 
piovcmentti  upon  the  place 

Charles  Holt/  began  at  once  to  impiove 
this  farm  draining  it  b\  means  of  ditches 
which  run  into  the  county  ditch  He  also 
rebuilt  the  fences  and  repaired  the  bams  and 
m  190(1  he  remodeleil  the  lesidence  lAismg 
it  and  placing  it  upon  i  foundation  ind  dig 
gmg  a  large  cell  ii  i  Jid  i  thi  iitiK  bouse  Hi 
also  biult  a  large  a  hlit  ii  1 1  t  tb  im  ind 
remodeled  the  entii  mt  i  i  J I  his  piped 
water  to  the  Ititchen  mil  in  f  ict  has  now  a 
most  convenient  home  His  next  step  was  to 
improve  the  surroundings  and  he  has  devel 
oped  a  beautiful  lawn  both  m  the  tiont  and 
real  on  which  he  has  howei  beds  so  arianged 
that  111  Slimmer  the  place  looks  like  one  beau 
tiful  tlower  gaideii  Althou;rh  living  in  the 
(ountrv  the  f  ii  ih  iipvseven  convenience 
known  in  it\  lif  111  Rapid  Radway  eai 
stops  in  t)  nt  )t  tb  it  looi  while  they  have 
a  luial  mail  loiiti  which  brings  the  dailv 
paper  and  othei  mad  to  the  dooi  In  1903 
he  bnilt  a  laige  tool  shed  sixteen  bj  forty 
fiet  in  which  all  his  faiiii  implements  bug 
gies  and  v\agons  nc  shelteied  fiom  inclement 
v^eathei  lie  follows  general  farming  and  his 
stock  includes  some  thoroughbred  Jersev 
inileh  eews  He  disposes  of  the  milk  to  the 
i  hesteifaeld  Creamei>  of  which  he  is  a  stock 
boldii  and  was  om  of  the  organizers  He 
started  out  m  life  with  veiv  Imiited  capital 
but  he  possessed  deteiiiiinatiHi  ind  energy 
md  placing  his  lelun  i  upon  tin  se  substaii 
till  <|ualitus  he  his  stiadih  woikid  his  w  ^v 
ui'Wdid. 

Cbiii-les  Holt/,  was  married.  May  28.  1876. 
to  ;\liss  Lizzie  Daiinii.  a  daugiiter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Rekoff)  Damm.  Her  parents 
came  from  Germany  in  1856  and  settled  first 
in  Jlitchell.  Ontario,  ('anada,  where  the  father 
followed  the  weaver's  trade,  but  on  account 
of  low  prices  paid  for  that  work  he  expe- 
rienced great  difficulty  in  providing  for  his 
family.  His  health,  too,  failed  under  the 
great  strain,  and  thinking  that  he  might  bet- 
ter his  condition  elsewhere,  he  removed  to 
Michigan,  purchasing  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
Bruce  township,  near  Annada.  Unable  to 
support  his  family  on  the  farm,  he  went  to 
Detroit.  He  worked  at  weaving  and  while 
there  met  one  of  his  countrymen  who  per- 
suaded him  to  enlist  in  tlie  Union  army.  He 
joined    the    Seventeenth     Hegiincnt     of    the 
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United  States  nrmy  jii  18()2,  then  Ktiitioiiud  at 
Fort  Wayne,  near  Detroit,  lie  returned 
home  that  night  with  a  light  heart,  thinking 
that  he  could  at  least  provide  for  his  wife 
and  children  and  intending  to  have  them 
move  near  the  fort,  but  misfortune  atiU  fol- 
lowed him,  for  within  a  month  after  his  en- 
listment the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the 
front  and  upon  the  wife  devolved  the  sup- 
port of  their  children.  After  two  yeait^  of 
hardships  and  severe  tightiug  he  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Atlanta  and  sent  with  others  to 
Libby  prison,  where  liis  health  gradually  gave 
way  before  the  exposures  and  privations  there 
borne,  and  after  three  weeks  he  answered  the 
last  bugle  call.  His  remains  were  buried  near 
the  prison.  During  the  two  years  of  his 
army  life  his  fauiily  saw  him  but  twice.  He 
left  a  widow  and  two  daughters,  ivho,  after 
his  death  sold  the  farm.  Mrs.  Damm  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Pence  of 
Macomb  county,  and  she  and  her  daughters 
then  removed  to  his  farm  on  the  old  Komeo 
plank  road,  where  tJiey  lived  for  two  years, 
when  her  second  husband  died.  She  married 
a  third  time  to  .ro>;i'i>]L  Oiueig  of  Slaeomli 
townshiii,  who  wxm  iil'tiTWiin!  ))OUght  the  farm 
upon  wbii'li  Cluirlcs  Hi.ltz  iw  now  living. 
There  they  lived  iii  cdiiifort  until  1887.  when 
Mr.  Omeig  traded  the  farm  to  Mr.  lloltz  and 
his  father  and  retiring  from  active  business 
life,  took  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Clemens. 
where  he  and  bis  wil'i'  uiv  still  livijig.  Tiii' 
younger  sister  of  .Mrs.  ilollx  is  .M^n'r,  |1k>  ^vil'i* 
of  William  Stew;irl    ol'   lMvo\t- 

Unto  Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  lloltz  were  born  six 
children:  Agnes,  who  was  born  January  ;^(). 
1877,  and  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Schott  of  thi- 
firm  of  Ilnbarth  &  Schott.  contractors  and 
builders  of  Mount  Clemens;  Edward,  who 
was  born  January  29,  1873,  and  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  llubarth  &  Schott,  but 
is  now  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm ;  Liz- 
ette  W..  born  November  IS.  1880,  a  saleslady 
in  the  A.  W.  Koenig  dry  goods  store  at  De- 
troit; Emil  J.,  bom  September  7,  1883,  a  con- 
ductor on  the  Detroit  "United  Railroad,  living 
in  Detroit;  Carl  Albert,  born  March  1,  1887; 
and  Hattie  M.,  born  March  20,  1889,  is  at 
home.  The  first  four  children  were  bom  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  Ray  township  and  the 
others  on  the  present  homestead. 

Mr.  Holtz  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
in  district  No,  1,  Chesterfield  township,  for 
six  years,  and  at  the  same  time  lield  the  office 
of  assessor.  He  is  a  member  of  Lakside  Tent 
No.  158,  K.  0.  T.  M..  in  which  he  was  lien- 
tenant  coiiiniandcr  for  several  ywii's.     Tie  is  ;i 


devoted  member  and  faithfid  worker  in  the 
Uernian  Lutheran  church  of  New  Baltimore 
and  is  serving  on  its  board  of  trustees.  In 
his  business  career  he  has  always  been  found 
tnistworthy,  never  taking  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  his  fellowmen,  but  through  his 
own  well  directed  efforts  has  won  a  desirabli' 
success,  making  him  a  substantial  eitizen  of 
the  county. 


PHILLIP  A.  KXKJHT,  .M.  J). 

Phillip  A.  Knight,  for  more  than  a  half 
century  an  active  member  of  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Macomb  county,  has  led  a  life 
of  signal  usefulness  to  his  fellowmen,  his 
valuable  service  being  not  only  manifest 
along  professional  lines  hut  also  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  the  community.  He  is 
now  living  retired  in  Mount  Clemens  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  well  merited  rest,  respected 
and  honored  by  all  who  know  him — and  his 
ac(niaintance  in  the  county  is  a  wide  one. 

Dr,  Knight,  now  seventy-seven  years  of 
Mge,  was  born  in  Webster,  Monroe  county, 
New  York.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  -Michigan  Uni- 
versity in  Jlarch,  1854,  and  establishing  his 
home  in  Utiea,  Maeomb  county,  the  same 
spring,  he  continued  in  the  active  practice 
«f.  his  [irofessitin  until  1904,  when  he  re- 
iniiveil  til  Mduiit  (.'leniejis,  where  he  has  since 
lived  retired,  lie  liiis  led  a  very  busy  life, 
having  ii  birge  practice,  for  he  soon  demon- 
strated his  ability  to  cope  with  the  complex 
]iroblems  which  confront  the  j)hysician  in 
his  efforts  to  restore  health  and  check  the 
ravages  of  disease.  Beading  and  investiga- 
tion kept  him  in  touch  with  the  progress 
made  by  the  medical  profession  as  the  years 
went  by,  and  while  he  did  not  quickly  dis- 
card the  old  methods,  the  value  of  which 
he  had  proven,  he  was  nevertheless  always 
ready  to  take  up  any  new  ideas  or  improve- 
ment which  he  believed  would  prove  effec- 
tive in  promoting  his  work  and  increase  his 
eflSeiency  in  his  practice.  He  assisted  in 
organizing  the  Northeastern  District  Medi- 
cal Society  in  1854,  was  elected  its  presidt'iit 
seven  diiJerent  times  and  is  now  the  only 
survivor  among  its  original  members. 

While  residing  in  Utica,  Dr.  Knight  took 
a  very  active  and  helpful  part  in  publi<t 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Utiea  high 
school  l)oard  for  thirty-five  years  and  did 
juucb    to    awaken    a   deep   interest   in    this 
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school  and  to  raise  its  standard  of  exeel- 
IcLiuf.  lie  is  ail  earnest,  consistent  demo- 
,-Liit.  and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  [lolilieal  ali'aii-s.  ILe  served  as  chairman 
of  the  di'iiHHTMlii;  county  committee  for  sev- 
I'l'iil  yviira  aiJif  while  occupying  that  position 
Ihi'  lart^est  deiiioeratie  majorities  were 
pnlh'd  that  have  ever  been  given  in  Macomb 
ciniiity.  He  has  always  persistently  refused 
To  liolil  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  his  professional  duties.  He  was  a 
eharter  member  of  Htioa  lodge,  No.  75,  A, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  served  as  its  master  for  twen- 
ty-iive  years.  His  life  has  been  in  entire 
harmony  with  its  beneficent  teachings,  and 
in  his  practice  he  has  found  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  follow  its  tenets  concerning  luntnal 
helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness.  He 
never  refused  to  respond  to  any  call  made 
u]>on  him  foi'  medical  assistance  or  profes- 
sional aid,  even  though  he  knew  no  remmi- 
nvitiori  would  be  received. 

I)]',  Knitrht  was  married,  Mai'i-b  :ill,  IH.')."}, 
to  .Miss  Clarissa  A.  Kwell,  of  Xlielhy.  with 
whom  he  traveled  life's  journey  happily  lui- 
til  July  19,  1899,  when  she  was  called  to 
her  final  home.  l)r.  Knight,  now  living  re- 
tired in  Jlount  Clemens,  commands  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  anght  of  his  career, 
for  thongh  he  has  never  sought  public  prom- 
inence, he  has  so  lived  that  his  life  has  been 
of  mneh  benefit  to  his  fellownien,  and  has 
exemplified  in  his  eai'cer  jiiiuiy  sleiliii;; 
tt-iiits  of  character. 


(IKOmiK   CRAUAM. 

(leorge  (iraham,  who  follows  farming, 
stoek-raising  and  dairying  on  section  6,  Ray 
township,  where  he  owns  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  has  livwl  in  Michigan 
since  1884  and  in  Macomb  counts  smte  1898 
He  is  a  native  of  fngland  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  conntv  Duihai  i  Maich  )  1857 
lie  comes  of  old  Fnglish  i  t  \  his  la 
eiits,    Kdward   and   Is  1   11        s     t  (  i 

liaiii,  both  repres  ntn  „  i  I  1  I  t  tl  t 
i-ountry.  The  fath  i  \  js  I  i  i  M  1  st 
and  followed  farniin^  in  his  nati\  It  id 
I  'nto  him  and  hn  m ift  « ii (  b ji n  f oui 
sons  and  three  daujht  rs  and  w  th  th  tvttp 
tion  of  one  dan  It  i  11  aic  >i.t  li\in^  On 
son.   Kdwai'd  (i     1  is  now   a  lesidiiit  of 

Colorado.        Til  thu      now     eighty  seven 

years  of  ajjv.  i-      1st  the     Id  h  m     pin. 
A  sistec,  Anna,       tl  t       t  I  "\\  I     i 

of  conntv  Durh  h       I       I      s       I        I 


unmarried,  resides  with  her  bi*other  William. 
Friscilla  died  when  about  four  yeai-s  of  age. 

(leorge  Oraham  was  reared  in  his  native 
land  and  is  indebted  to  its  public-school  sys- 
tem for  the  educational  privileges  he  en- 
joyed. He  was  married  in  England,  June  22, 
1882,  to  Mm  Emma  Brown,  who  was  born 
in  Northumberland  county,  England,  where 
she  spent  the  days  of  her  girlhood  and  youth. 
Iler  father  was  Daniel  Brown.  After  his 
inarriage  Mr.  Graham  carried  on  fanning  in 
England  for  two  or  three  years,  but  thinking 
that  he  might  enjoy  better  business  opportu- 
nities in  the  new  world,  he  came  to  America 
in  1S84,  first  visiting  in  Canada.  A  year 
later  he  located  at  Ureenfield,  Jliehigan, 
where  he  rented  a  farm,  continuing  its  im- 
provement for  alwut  thirteen  years,  during 
which  time  he  devoted  his  energies  largely 
to  niiU'ket  gardening  and  the  dair>'  business. 
He  was  within  a  half  mile  of  the  Detroit 
city  limits.  In  the  spring  of  1897  he  bought 
the  fami  up(ni  which  he  now  resides  and  soon 
began  its  further  development  and  improve- 
ment. Tearing  down  the  old  flouring  mill 
which  stood  here,  he  built  a  good  bani  and 
has  since  fenced  the  place  with  a  wo\-en  wire 
fence.  He  has  made  other  permanent  and 
substantial  improvements  and  has  enhanced 
the  productiveness  of  the  fields  by  the  liberal 
use  of  fertilizers.  Upon  the  place  is  a  large 
and  substantial  bi-iek  i-esidcnce  which  was 
erected  by  Dr.  Gray.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
commodious  homes  in  the  township,  having 
been  erected  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  addition  to  his  farming  interests, 
Mr.  Graham  is  a  stockholder  in  the  creamery 
association  and  he  keeps  plenty  of  milch  cows 
upon  his  fanii,  selling  the  cream  to  the  cream- 
ery. Ih'  has  a  skimming  station  upon  his 
fafiii.  Ml',  (ii-aliam  was  in  limited  financial 
cjinnnstanccs  when  he  came  to  the  new  world, 
I  ut  thoii^l  1  iptv  handed  he  possessed  en- 
teipiise  and  dctf,i  mi  nation  and  hv  frugal  liv- 
ing iisolnte  puipos  and  iinfalteimg  energy 
b  ^  in  1  a  good  start  and  m  due  course  of 
tl  1  s  htLOiUL  mi  ot  th  substantial  res- 
1  ts  if  his  adtpted  tomt^  Ht  has  been 
Il\  assistc  L  \n  his  estimable  wife,  who 
has  nd  td  been  v  faithful  cmipaiiion  and 
It  Ipnati    on  lift  s  joumcv 

[  nto  "Mr  and  Mrs  Graham  ha^  been  bom 
f  ir  childien  Anni  S  who  m  the  wife  of 
Nell  Gass  a  faimer  of  Ra\  tonnsliip,  by 
whom  shi.  has  two  children  Dale  O  and  Clara 
(  Tihn  V  it  hmie  Lillian  P  and  George 
h       lie     als    Ijst     ne  child    Floience  May, 

loll      1        bit  hu   -n  .ks    Id 


>y  Google 


46 


I'AST    AND    I'KKWKNT    OF    MACO.MB    COrXTV 


Folitically  Mr.  Urahain  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  Imt  at 
local  electionK  he  votes  independently  of 
party  ties.  He  is  a  believer  in  good  schools 
and  competent  teaehera,  and  while  servin^r 
on  the  school  board  has  done  (iiuch  to  pn)- 
mote  the  efficiency  of  the  system  of  public 
education  in  his  locality.  lie  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Konieo  Methodist  Kj>is- 
copfil  church  and  he  is  jilso  a  nicmhcr  of  tlie 
Grange  and  of  tlu'  Miicoiiih  County  iMutiud 
Insurance  Company,  lie  lias  the  entire  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  witli  whom  he  has 
been  associated  and  liis  life  record  proves  how 
valuable  are  tlie  traits  of  energy  and  deter- 
mination in  the  world's  jrreiit  field  of  labor. 


JOHN   A.   BliKWKK. 


John  A.  Bivm-r  i; 
of  the  middle  west, 
progressive,  Ciipjibly 
terests,  his  elt'orts  beit 


DJldl 


,    enterprising   iind 
ting    VHJ'ied    in- 
so  discerningly  di 


reeted  that  he  has  realizetl  at  every  point  of 
his  career  the  utmost  possibility  for  accom- 
plishntent  at  that  point.  He  is  now  engaged 
In  locating,  buying  and  dealing  in  town  lots 
Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  ftlinnesota.  He 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  having  located  in  Oakland 
county,  about  six  miles  from  Romeo,  in  An- 
gust,  1833. 

Mr.  Bi'ewer  was  born  in  (Ji'cene  (-ounty. 
New  York,  February  12,  183!J.  and  his  father, 
Peter  Brewer,  was  bom  in  the  same  county, 
in  1719.  'ITie  family  comes  of  Holland  an- 
cestry and  was  founded  in  Massachusetts  in 
early  colonial  days.  Peter  Brewer  was  reared 
in  tlie  place  of  his  nativity  and  was  married 
in  that  county  to  Miss  Mary  Turns,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  who  whs  brought  to  the  new  world 
in  her  infancy  innl  was  reared  in  (Jreene 
county,  New  '^'ork.  Mr.  Brewer  learned  and 
followed  the  nmson's  trade  in  early  life  and 
in  1833  he  removed  with  his  family,  then 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  to 
Michigan,  arriving  in  Oakland  county  in  Au- 
gust of  that  year.  There  he  entered  land 
from  which  he  cleared  the  timber  and  then 
plowed  and  planted  the  fields,  ultimately  im- 
proving a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres. 
There  he  reared  his  family  and  spent  his 
remaining  days,  passing  away  in  1860,  when 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  wife 
died  on  the  same  day  and  they  were  interred 
in  the  same  grave.  In  their  family  were  nine 
children,  of  whom  six  are  yet  living:     Ann 


E.  is  the  wife  of  George  Hanna,  of  Tuscola 
county,  Michigan.  Peter  W.  lives  in  Saginaw. 
John  A.  is  the  next  living.  Abraham  N., 
imw  deceased,  owned  and  operated  the  old 
homestead  and  passed  away  there.  Mark  S.. 
who  was  a  lawyer  and  prominent  politician 
of  Michigan,  residing  in  Poritiac,  repre- 
sented his  district  in  iiie  state  li'gi.slature  and 
was  consul  to  Berlin  luider  President  Gar- 
field for  four  years  and  was  for  some  years 
a  memher  of  the  Naval  Service  Commission 
in  Washington,  1).  0.,  where  he  died  March 
18,  1901.  Maiy  L.  is  the  wife  of  Moses 
Ynran,  of  Flushing,  Genesee  county.  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  George  Marvin,  of  Ovid,  Michi- 
gan. Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  McMas- 
ters,  of  St.  Clair  county,  this  state.  Addison 
I'.,  who  had  always  associat^^d  \vith  John  A., 
died  May  5,  1905. 

John  A.  Brewer  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Oakland  county  upon  the  old  homestead  farm 
and  |i\irsued  his  wlueation  in  the  district 
schools.  Througli  the  months  of  summer  he 
assisted  his  father  and  after  piitting  aside 
his  text-books  altogether  he  eontimied  his 
woi'k  upon  the  home  farm  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  He  had  studietl  surveying  and 
for  over  thirty  years  he  did  survey  work  in 
the  pine  lands.  This  brought  him  an  excel- 
lent knowledge  of  the  forests  and  realizing 
their  value  he  has  purchased  and  owned  large 
tracts  of  pine  lands  and  also  located  aucli 
lands  for  others,  continuing  in  the  business 
until  1900.  He  also  dealt  in  lands  in  some 
of  the  southern  states  and  in  Wisconsm  and 
Minnesota.  For  a  number  of  years  he  main- 
tained his  residence  in  Saginaw. 

In  1872  Mr.  Brewer  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Saginaw  to  Miss  Arvilla  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  January  5,  1846,  a  daughtei- 
of  Jloses  and  Mary  (McGarvin)  Johnson. 
She  came  to  Michigan  in  her  childhood  days 
and  was  reared  in  Bay  City  and  Saginaw. 
Her  parents  lived  with  her  for  many  years. 
and  the  father  died  in  1883  and  the  mother  in 
1887. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Brewer  was  connected  with 
the  Soo  canal  and  he  served  as  county  sur- 
veyor and  continued  to  locate  lands  for  nine 
years.  He  afterward  went  to  work  for  the 
P.  &  P.  M.  Eailroad,  loolring  after  the  land 
granted  for  building  tht  road,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  serve  in  that  espacity  for  seven  or 
eight  years.  About  1877  he  removed  his  fam- 
ily to  Oakland  county,  where  he  resided  for 
several  years,  this  place  adjoining  the  old 
family  homestead  there.  He  has  a  farm  of 
six   hundred   acres   which   is  well    improved 
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,irj(l  is  ,>.|Liii>pwl  witli  ii](i.l<'rii  iHiildiu^is.  lie 
(k'volcd  his  fin-t-^'i(.-.s  to  its  fiirthot-  cultivation 
iiiul  (Ivvclopiiicrit  until  i8«r»,  when  lie  ri-- 
iiiovcd  to  KoiiK'o,  where  he  jmrcliasiHl  ri'si- 
ilence  pmperty  and  fcom  this  town  he  j-'ivcs 
his  sdporvisioii  to  his  faun. 

Unto  Mr.  and  AJj-s.  Urcm^v  Jkivu  bwii  l.oi'ji 
foiLi'  ohildren:  John  J.,  who  was  horn  Jan- 
uary i\  1876,  was  iimrried  to  Florii  (ioeschd. 
of  Bay  City,  and  is  a  hisiiK'MN  man  of  Ar- 
mada; Mary  A.,  I)orn  N'jveiuher  8,  187:^,  is 
at  home;  Lillian  ftl.,  born  Novt'inber  SO,  1878, 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  S  iiith,  of  Wyandotto, 
Michigan;  and  Clarencf  Arthur,  born  No- 
vember 24,  1885,  died  Mfi,r  11,  1887. 

Politically  Mr.  lirewer  is  a  stanch  repub- 
lican but  has  never  be.n  an  aspirant  for 
office,  givinff  his  tiujc  aijd  attention  to  bis 
business  affairs.  His  wii'ii  is  a  iDeinbec  ot  llti' 
Baptist  church.  »w  riv.idcnts  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Michigan  have  so  ]oni;  been  eonnei-ted 
with  tlie  state,  but  Mi:  llrewer  lias  foe  sev- 
enty-two years  been  a  witness  ul'  Ibe  work 
of  improvement  and  deviJopment  bece.  fie 
was  only  a  few  months  o!d  when  brout;lit  to 
the  west  and  as  the  yearK  have  ^one  In'  he 
has  seen  the  changes  whiih  have  jrained  foi' 
Mieliifrsn  all  the  comfort-',  convenienei's  and 
advanta^s  of  the  older  eivili^atioJi  of  the 
east.  In  an  active  busiriefs  eareer  he  has  dis- 
played marked  persistfn.'.v  of  i>iirpose  and 
keen  discernment,  and  tbe.e  cpiulities,  sujijile- 
inentiug  his  indefatigable  energy,  liave  been 
stnmg  points  in  winninjr  liim  the  eo(iil'ort<]ble 
competence  which  is  now   liis. 


ilAUHY   FEKKIS  TAVl.OK.  .M.   [). 

Dr.  Harry  Ferris  Taylor,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Jlonnt  Clemens,  witli 
a.  large  bathing  practice,  is  a  nieuiber  of  ;i 
fiiinily  wliieh  tlLn)iigh  three  successive  gen- 
.■rati.ms  has  been  represented  in  the  medical 
fraternily.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Henry 
Taylor,  was  fii-st  liccnsc<l  to  practice  bv  the 
Ohio  state  board  of  medical  examiners  ami 
later  by  llie  :\!iebiyaa  stale  hoard.  He  prac- 
ticed in  .VloLMit  Clemens  from  1822  initil  18Tf>, 
covering  rrioir  thaiL  a  half  century,  and  his 
professional  labor's  were  euiled  b.v  death,  De- 
cendier  13,  187(1.  He  wa.s  a  very  prominent 
figure  in  this  locality,  aiding  largely  in  shap- 
ing its  pioneer  development  and  later-da.v 
progivss,  and  be  was  one  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  American  .Medical  Association 
and  one  of  the  first  pre.sidents  of  the  Miehi- 
ifan  Mi'dical  Association,     An  extivmely  pro- 


gressive man.  be  was  in  advance  of  the  times 
in  which  he  Jived,  in  iutelleetnal  as  well  as 
|irofcssional  attaijiments.  lie  jtossessed  great 
strcngtii  and  agility,  was  a  splendid  athlete 
and  jji  making  his  professional  visits  always 
rode  horseback,  utilizing  that  method  of 
travel  wlien,  because  of  the  pioneer  condition 
()f  the  state,  he  was  forced  t^i  ride  many  miles 
to  see  his  i)atients.  He  married  Nancy  Wall- 
jng.  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1799, 
and  died  in  187!l.  She  was  reared  by  Gov- 
ernor lloi'atio  Seyniunr's  family,  at  Utica, 
.New  York,  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
nuitber  of  tw()  sons  and  two  daughters:  Marie. 
Louise,  Henry  and  J.  Seymour,  but  all  arc 
now  deceased. 

Henry  Taylor,  Jr..  father  of  Hr.  H.  F.  Tay- 
lor, was  born  in  Mount  Clemens  and,  becom- 
ing a  mendier  of  the  medical  fraternity,  prac- 
li.-i-d  in  this  city  from  1852  nntil  1889.  He 
lu'acticed  f<ir  a  year  hi'fiu'e  attaining  his  ma- 
.joritv  iind  tiKMi  returoetl  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich- 
igan, wlierc  be  completed  his  edueati(m  in  the 
<lil>loma. 
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of  tbi'  batbinu'  interests  iif  Mount  Clemens, 
for  the.v.  with  othei's,  built  the  first  bath- 
houses hcF'C.  after  the  cheniical  anal.vsis  of 
the  wati'r  was  made  iii  1872.  its  value  as  a 
remedial  agency  heing  thus  demonstrated. 
His  ih'ath  occurred  March  !).  1889,  when  he 
was  fifty -six  years  of  age.  His  wife,  who 
bore  tile  maiden  name  of  Maria  Ferris,  was 
also  a   native  of  .Mount  Cleiiu'ns. 

1  )r,  1 1  a  I'rv  Ferris  Taylor  was  born  in 
^[ount  Clemens,  July  .SI.  1862.  and  was  grad- 
uated from  till'  Mount  Clemens  high  school, 
a  department  of  the  CnioJi  school,  in  1880. 
He  then  went  to  Lansing.  Michigan,  and 
occupied  the  position  of  clerk  to  the  secretary 
of  state  fm-  two  yeai-s,  when  determining  to 
engage  in  the  professional  service  which  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  made  their  life 
work,  be  matriculated  in  the  Detroit  College 
of  .Medicine,  fj'om  which  he  was  graduated  in 
18SH.  The  same  year  he  began  practice  in 
.Mouiii  Clemens,  where  he  has  since  remained, 
and  from  the  beginning  he  has  met  with  grati- 
fyiiiu  sm'cess.  having  now  a  large  patronage. 
Wlietbei'  this  is  due  to  inheritetl  tendency, 
natural  predilection  or  to  his  careful  and 
thorough  preparation,  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
termine. Perliaps  all  have  contributed  to  the 
result,  but  at  all  events  he  has  for  a  number 
of  >'ears  I'auked  with  the  leading  members 
of   the   medical   fraternity   in  this  city.     In 
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November,  18S8,  he  beeame  inedieal  director 
i)f  the  Original  Bathhouse,  and  thus  continued 
ior  twelve  years,  since  which  time  he  has  en- 
ijaged  in  general  practice,  giving  much  ot 
his  time,  however,  to  bathing  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  filichigan,  Macomb  County  and 
Northeastern  District  Medical  Associations. 
He  has  had  no  business  connections  outside  of 
his  practice,  save  from  1896  until  1900  when 
lie  conducted  the  Avery  Hotel. 

Br.  Taylor  has  a  daughter,  Myrtle  Avery 
Taylor.  He  has  a  very  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance  in  the  city  which  has  always 
been  the  place  of  his  residence  and  the  con- 
sensus of  public  opinion  accoi-ds  him  high 
rank  in  his  profes.sion. 


WILl.lA.M  11.  .MAKVIN. 

The  kindly  spirit  which  has  ever  been  one 
iif  the  marked  characteristics  of  "William  H. 
Marvin  and  which  has  won  him  many  warm 
friends,  is  manifest  to  all  who  come  into  eon- 
tact  with  this  leading  and  representative  cit- 
izen of  Utica.  A  native  son  of  Michigan,  he 
was  bom  October  14,  1842.  in  Ypsilanti,  this 
state,  while  his  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York,  His  preliminary  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools  iind  for  several 
terms  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  similar 
institutions,  but  not  content  with  the  advan- 
tages he  had  enjoyed  in  that  direction  he  en- 
tered the  State  Normal  School  of  Ypsilanti, 
in  1866,  remaining  there  as  a  student  for 
three  years,  but  his  close  application  to  his 
books  caused  ill  health  and  he  had  to  relin- 
quish his  cherished  desire  of  graduating  from 
that  noted  institution,  Por  almost  two  years 
his  health  was  in  a  perilous  condition,  but 
improving  he  turned  his  attention  for  two 
years  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness in  Ithaca,  Gratiot  county,  canvassing 
among  the  farmers  on  foot  in  order  that  the 
outdoor  life  might  restore  his  old-time  vigor 
and  health.  There  he  continued  in  business 
until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Toledo,  Ohio, 
where  he  conducted  an  insurance  office  and 
later  published  the  first  local  railroad  guide 
ever  issued  there.  The  outcome  of  this  was 
a  pr<»perous  publication.  In  1873  he  turned 
his  attention  to  journalistic  work  and  opened 
H  job  office  in  Toledo,  but  not  finding  this  as 
successful  a  venture  as  he  had  anticipated  he 
shipped  his  materials  to  Utica  in  1876  and 
began  the  publication  of  the  Sentinel,  the  first 
paper  published  in  this  village  after  the  col- 


lapse of  the  Utica  Enterpi'ise,  inort'  than  Kixty 
years  before. 

While  living  in  Ithaca  lli'.  Jlarviii  uits 
married,  October  4,  1868,  to  Aliss  Laura  E. 
Smith,  who  died  January  30,  1903,  leaving  a 
daughter.  Pearl,  who  is  an  active  assistant  in 
her  father's  office  and  is  also  an  officer  of 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  organist  in 
the  Congregational  church. 

Mr,  Marvin  also  had  another  daughter  who 
died  in  1896,  leaving  a  son  at  her  death, 
*vho  is  now  a  member  of  Mr,  Marvin's  family. 

Mr,  Marvin  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Congregational 
church  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  active 
and  prominent  in  affairs  of  the  village  and 
for  some  years  has  served  as  its  chief  execu- 
tive. He  has  also  been  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Press  Club  and 
the  Michigan  Village  Officers'  Association, 
and  these  organizations  liave  done  effective 
work  under  his  guidance  and  through  his  co- 
operation. In  all  public  affairs  he  is  deeply 
interested,  and  is  the  champion  of  every  meas- 
ure contributing  to  general  progress  in  the 
village.  His  attention  naturally  is  given  in 
the  largest  measure  to  his  business  affaii-s, 
and  he  has  a  good  printing  office  well  etpiipped 
with  all  modern  improvements  and  showuig 
the  latest  inventions  in  machinery  and  all 
accessories.  In  Utica  not  to  know  Mr.  Mar- 
vin is  to  argue  oneself  unknown  and  there 
is  no  resident  here  who  enjoys  in  higher  de- 
gree the  full  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
community. 


ALDEN  <IlDl)IN(fS. 

Aklcti  (Jiddings,  now  deceased,  was  for 
twenty  years  an  active  business  man  of 
Knimeo,  and  was  well  known  in  commercial 
circles  in  this  city  and  Macomb  county.  He 
was  uiunbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  having  arrived  here  in  1857. 
A  native  son  of  New  England,  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  Stafford,  Connecticut,  in  1820,  and 
he  there  pursued  his  education  and  in  early 
life  began  work  in  a  sash  and  blind  factors' 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Later  he  was  en- 
gaged in  that  line  of  business  on  his  own  ac- 
coiuit  for  ft  number  of  years. 

While  still  residing  in  the  east  Mr,  fiid- 
dings  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Seymour, 
the  wedding  taking  place  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, in  1849.  The  lady  was  a  native 
of  that  city  and  the  years  of  her  childhood 
and  youth  were  there  passed.    It  was  in  the 
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year  1857  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oittdings  left 
Connecticut  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Romeo,  where  his  two  brothers,  E.  W.  and 
M.  A.  Giddinga,  had  previously  located,  be- 
coming prominent  business  men  of  the  town. 
Alden  Giddings  established  his  home  in 
Rouieo,  opening  a  dry  goods  store  here  and 
secured  a  good  trade,  his  patronage  steadily 
increasing,  ao  that  he  annually  received  a 
good  income  upon  his  investment.  His  store 
was  well  stocked  with  a  modern  line  of  goods 
and  his  reasonable  prices  and  fair  dealing 
-secured  him  a  trade  which  was  liberal  and 
gratifyhig.  For  twenty  years  he  continued 
a  factoi'  in  jiii'ritiiJitile  life  here  and  then  sold 
out,  itftiT  wliii'li  1h'  lived  retired,  having 
accnn]uliiti'<l  ii  I'oiiti'i'lence  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply hiid  with  nil  (he  necessities  and  many 
of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life.  lie 
was  also  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the 
Citizens  Bank  and  became  recognized  as  a 
financier  and  capitalist  of  ability.  ITe  pos- 
sessed sound  business  .indgment  and  what- 
ever he  undertook  he  carried  forward  to 
Nueeessful  completion. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Oiddinfjs  became  the  parents 
of  four  children  hut  only  one  is  now  living: 
Helen  H.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Phelps,  a  busi- 
ness ]nan  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylviiniii.  who 
for  twenty-five  years  has  been  <-iiHtii'<-li'il 
with  the  comptroller's  office  in  tluit  i-ilv. 
One  son  and  daughter  died  in  infinicy,  wiiilc 
(leorge  W.  reached  mature  years  and  nuir- 
rii'd  Sarah  Stewart,  of  Romeo,  who  was  born, 
I'cari'd  and  educated  in  Canadw.  There  iire 
two  daughters  of  this  union— Mfirgaret  ;tnil 
Lillian,  who  are  now  students  in  the  lii^'b 
school.  George  Wight  (iiddings  Wiis  ti  lin;iii- 
cier  and  enterprising  business  iiiiin.  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  nuinageiuent  of  his 
affairs  find  conducted  the  business  with  suc- 
cess until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
28,  1904. 

Mr.  Giddings  died  in  October.  1886.  lie 
would  never  hold  office,  preferring  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  business  affairs 
when  connected  with  jueivaulile  itilerests  in 
Romeo.  In  matters  of  i-il/.i'iLs)ii]i,  however, 
he  was  progressive  and  iiiililir-sipirilcd  and 
his  aid  was  never  sought  in  vain  in  behalf 
of  any  public  measure  for  the  general  good. 
His  son  held  membership  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  was  one  of  its  liberal  con- 
tributors while  the  father  gave  generously 
toward  the  erection  of  the  present  fine  house 
of  worship  in  Romeo  and  served  as  a  member 
of  the  building  conniiittee.  Mrs,  Giddings 
nud    ber    diiugbtfC-in-linv.    Mrs.    G.vu'gp   W. 


Giddings.  and  her  family  reside  at  the  old 
home  built  by  the  husband  and  father.  This 
is  one  of  the  attractive  residences  of  Romeo. 
They  are  also  members  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Both  ladies  have  the  solace  that 
their  husbands  were  of  value  in  citizenship 
and  respected  in  public  and  private  life. 
The  loss  of  both  was  deeply  felt  in  the  com- 
munity, where  they  had  so  directed  their 
efforts  as  to  win  recognition  because  of  their 
success  and  also  by  reason  of  the  honorable 
niethods  which  they  ever  followed. 


THOMAS  B.   ENGLEIIAKT,   M.  U. 

Among  those  who  devote  their  time  and 
energies  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  have 
gained  a  leading  place  in  the  ranks  of  the 
profession  is  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Englehart,  of 
Slount  Clemens.  ITe  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1824,  ill  the  wild  woods  of  Ohio,  when 
that  state  w;is  no  tlir  fi'oiitier,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  ami  Rai'lu'l  Kiiglehart.  His  ances- 
tors came  to  this  euiiutty  from  Germany  some 
years  before  the  Revolutionary  war  and  set- 
tled on  Cbesapeake  bay  in  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware. Representatives  of  the  family  later 
luignited  to  Peinisylvania  and  in  coming  still 
fui'tlu'i'  west   established  homes  in   Ohio, 

In  tluit  wtiite  Dr.  Knglehart  passed  the  days 
of  bis  boyhood  and  youth  and  acquired  his 
wirly  education  iu  the  loi;'  scboolhonsc  so 
cdiu'liKiii  at  Ihat  time.  It  wmh  decided  that 
lie  should  k-aru  the  car|ienter's  trade;  but  as 
liis  taste  was  for  books,  he  Hiuilly  ileterniined 
to  enter  tlie  uiedieal  |iroi'essLoti  and  studie.l 
with  that  end  in  view.  In  JS-14  and  1845  he 
attended  the  Literary  and  Hi-ieutific  Institute 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  after  his  graduation 
he  entered  the  Physio-Medical  Institute,  of 
the  same  citv,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
iu  1847,  with  the  degi-ee  of  M.  D. 

After  leaving  college  Dr.  Englehart  en- 
gaged in  the  general  practice  of  medicine  in 
Ohio  for  five  years,  but  since  that  time  has 
made  a  specialty  of  the  treatment  of  chronic 
diseases.  He  spent  several  yeara  in  New 
York  city  and  Brooklyn,  and  in  1872  re- 
moved to  Buffalo,  to  take  charge  of  the  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Institute,  being  at  its  head 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  For  the  past  five 
years,  however,  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  has  an  office  at  No.  20 
South  Gratiot  avenue.  He  liaa  met  with  ex- 
cellent success  in  his  chosen  profession  and 
his  ability  is  recognized  by  all.  As  a  pro- 
gressive   member   of   tb<'    iiieilieal    fraternity. 


,  Google 


I'AS'I 


AM)    I'KKKKNT    OF    .^lACOMB    (_'OrXTV 


lie   belongs  to  severa]  medical  societies  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  their  work. 

The  Doctor  was  in  the  military  service  of 
his  country  for  a  few  weeks  iit  tlie  time  of 
Morgan's  raid  on  (.'inciiinati  iluriLm-  the  Civil 
war,  and  he  has  been  an  ai-d<>iit  siijiporter  of 
the  repiiblican  party  Mince  its  l)irth  under 
the  oaks  at  Jackson.  Michigan,  hut  he  has 
ni'ver  cared  for  the  honors  of  jtiiblic  uffim: 
preferrinfi  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  professional  labors.  For  tifty- 
five  years  he  has  been  a  luemher  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  been 
connected  with  the  Koyal  Arcanum  for  twen- 
ty-two years.  He  affiliates  with  no  elnu'ch 
organization,  being  radical  in  his  views  on 
religious  (juestions  and  an  advocate  of  hu- 
manitarian principles.  A  man  of  deep  re- 
search and  careful  investigation,  his  skill  and 
ability  have  won  him  a  prominent  place  in  the 
medical  profession  and  he  is  very  popular 
with  all  classes  of  people. 

MARTIN   CROCKEK. 

Martin  Crocker  was  born  in  New  Balti- 
jiiore,  Macomb  county,  February  7,  1858,  a 
son  of  Judge  Thomas  Slartin  Crocker,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and 
Fandira  Emory,  of  Vermont,  a  descendant  of 
early  New  England  colonial  stock.  Her  grand- 
father was  a  Revoluntionary  soldier  and  her 
father  and  mother  were  IMichigan  territorial 
settlers  in  the  early  '30s.  Miss  Emorv- 
taught  school  in  Macomb  county  a  few  terms 
before  her  marriage. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  three  grand- 
fathers who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion for  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
where  he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life,  his 
early  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens,  supplemented  by 
some  elective  studies  in  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity. He  entered  upon  the  study  of  law 
in  the  winter  of  1876-7  in  the  law  oifices  of 
Crocker  &  Ilutchins,  the  former  his  father 
and  the  latter  his  brother-in-law,  H.  B. 
Ilutchins,  the  present  dean  of  Michigan's 
great  law  school  at  Ann  Arbor.  Martin  also 
attended  the  law  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  being 
atimitted  to  the  bar  in  1880  and  at  once  en- 
terd  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  For 
nine  years  he  was  alone,  during  which  time 
he  attended  to  all  sorts  of  law  business. 

Martin  Crocker  is  politically  a  democrat. 
In  1881  he  was  elected  alderman  of  the  first 
ward  of  Mount  Clemens  and  in  1883  was 


chosen  alderman-at-large.  Notwithstanding 
his  youth,  he  was,  during  his  service,  chair- 
man of  the  street  committee  and  the  coui- 
iiiittec  on  claims  and  accounts.  He  was  also 
selected  president  pro  tem  of  the  council.  In 
188.')  lie  was  appointed  city  attorney,  serving 
laitil  1888,  when  he  accepted  the  federal  ap- 
pointment of  special  deputy  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  I'lirt  Huron,  with  fifty  employes  un- 
der him.  In  1887  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  state  legislature,  where  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  judiciary  committee.  He  it  was 
who  inti-oduced  the  resolution  in  the  Dayton 
case  resulting  in  expulsion  of  that  member 
fT'oiii  the  liouse,  the  first  instance  of  the  kind 
in  Michigan.  While  he  was  special  deputy 
collector  of  customs  at  Port  Huron  lie  made 
a  ruling  on  the  importers,  Wilheam  & 
(irahani,  since  one  of  the  leading  cases  in 
the  I'liited  States  courts.  He  also  decided 
that  the  (Jrand  Tmnk  railwa,v  pay  dut.y  on 
its  iiiillioTi  (lollars'  worth  of  imported  steel. 
hot  on  the  St.  (lair  tunnel  ease  Mi'.  Crocket' 
decided  the  liin.iel  differed  front  the  Koo 
river  bridge,  whereon  duty  was  charged,  the 
bridge  resting  upon  piers,  the  steel  being 
]daeed  thereon  froin  boats,  while  in  the  tun- 
nel case  the  parts  had  to  be  first  landed  and 
then  put  under  tlie  river.  Mr.  (;roeker  held 
the  landiiitr  <>n  the  shore  ii.ade  them  liable 
to  duty  and  his  deeision  was  sustained  at 
Washington  and  is  now  a  recognized  leading 
ruling  on  international  questions  of  that 
character. 

On  the  eleetuin  of  President  Harrison  Mr. 
Crocker  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  M<iunt  Cleiiiens  with  his  father,  the 
firm  name  being  Crocker  &  Crocker.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  to  re]>rL'sent  his  district  in  the 
state  senate.  He  was  the  recognized  leader 
of  his  party  in  that  body.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  investigation  committee  in  the  cele- 
brated case  of  Freidlander  versus  Morse.  He 
had  charge  of  the  Dickinson  county  contest 
that  awakened  national  attention  in  which  he 
was  a  central  figure.  He  was  also  the  advo- 
cate in  the  senate  of  an  act  providing  for  the 
election  of  presidential  electors  of  the  United 
States  by  congressional  districts  in  Michigan. 
The  debates  on  this  measure  were  most  stren- 
uous, Mr.  Crocker  being  the  storm  center; 
the  press  i>f  the  entire  United  States  gave 
this  question  full  attention.  The  measure 
became  a  law;  its  validity  was  at  once  at- 
tacked in  the  Michigan  supreme  court;  the 
act  WHS  hekl  to  be  good  by  the  Michigan  su- 
preme court;  the  contestants  secured  a  re- 
moval of  the  cause  to  the  United  States  sii- 
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lii'i'iiie  court,  where  the  constitutionality  of 
tlie  act  was  affirmed  in  146  U.  S.  1. 

In  1)^96  Mr.  Crocker  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  national  convention  which  nominat- 
ed Bryan  for  president.  In  the  spring  of 
1902  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, giving  the  people  a  progressive,  satis- 
factory administration.  In  the  fall  of  1902 
he  was  the  choice  of  his  party  for  congress, 
and  although  defeated  by  the  Hon.  Henry 
MeMorran,  he  received  the  largest  vote 
triven  any  democratic  candidate  in  his  dis- 
li'itrt  in  ten  years. 

Jlr.  Crocker  is  a  busy  man,  his  practice 
having  covered  an  mmsually  wide  range.  He 
has  a  comprehensive  and  thorough  under- 
standing of  many  departments  of  jurispru- 
dence, with  a  clientage  of  a  distinctively  rep- 
ivsentative  character,  and  has  been  connect- 
ed with  causes  in  all  the  state  and  federal 
(■(Mfrts. 

^Ir.  Crocker  has  not  coniined  his  attention 
cHtirely  to  legal  and  political  labors,  but  has 
liinnifested  excellent  business  ability  in  other 
linos.  He  has  contributed  in  a  large  and  im- 
i)()rtin]t  measure  already  to  the  growth  and 
dtM-vlopnieiit  of  .Mount  Clemens,  having 
platted  se\'en  additions  to  the  city,  besides 
purchasing  three  others  already  platted, 
while  as  the  chajupion  of  many  progressive 
iniblic  measures  he  has  promoted  her  wel- 
fare. 

In  1887  Mr.  Crocker  was  married  to  Miss 
Kmily  Sabin,  likewise  possessed  of  a  Revoln- 
tionary  ancestry.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Carlton  Saliiu.  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  an  eai'ly  day,  sfttlinfr  hi  the  northern  part 
of  .Mafoml)  {'ounty,  whiTo  be  founded  the 
villaH'i'  of  Meiiijiliis.  They  have  one  child, 
Haiiiii  ('n)cker,  born  in  1893. 

.Mr.  Ciocker  was  made  a  Mason  in  1881, 
ln'liiiij^iiig'  1o  the  lodge  and  chapter,  and  he 
is  also  a  ilaccabee.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  untiring  activity,  crowned  with  a  high 
degree  of  success,  being  highly  esteemed 
lioth  as  a  eitiKcn  and  lawyer.  His  kindly 
impulses  and  charming  cordiality  of  man- 
ner have  rendered  him  exceedingly  popular 
with  all  classes. 

JOHN  L.  IIOTIIAAF. 

John  ]j.  llotbam,  carrying  on  general  fann- 
ing on  section  21,  Sterling  township,  was 
born  on  section  17  of  the  same  township, 
January  27,  1844,  his  parents  being  Richai'd 
and  Jane  (Hiuman)  Kotham.  Tbev  came 
from     a     place    near    Bcrifflc.    England,   ami 


were  married  in  that  country.  When  the 
father  came  to  Macomb  county  he  had  to  cut 
his  own  road  for  a  mile.  He  took  up  land 
from  the  government,  for  mitch  of  it  in  this 
portion  of  the  state  was  yet  unclaimed.  He 
worked  in  Detroit  for  a  few  weeks  and  eo\ild 
at  that  time  easily  have  purchased  the  land 
where  the  city  hall  now  stands  for  ten  shil- 
lings per  acre.  However,  he  purchased  ten 
acres  at  Bloomiield,  near  where  he  lived  for 
a  year,  after  which  he  came  to  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Hothani  homestead,  residing 
thereon  up  to  the  linu'  of  his  death.  As  the 
years  passed  he  prospei't'd  in  his  luulertakinjis 
and  by  judicious  investment  became  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land, 
of  which  two  hundred  and  sisty  acres  is  still 
in  possession  of  his  children.  He  was  eighty- 
two  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  demise  and 
his  wife  was  eighty-six  years  of  age  when 
she  passed  away,  their  remains  being  interred 
in  the  Utica  c<'metery.  'I'here  were  five  chil- 
dren in  their  family  when  they  emigrated 
from  England  to  the  ni-w  world  and  here 
six  children  were  iuldcd  to  the  household. 
Four  of  the  nunil.cr  arc  vet  livintr:  i\Irs. 
Betsey  Andrews.  w\m  resides  in  Washington. 
,Mac(nub  countvi  William,  who  I'esides  upon 
a  part  of  tbc'old  h<miestead-  Harriet,  who 
marrietl  Norton  Cha|iman  and  lives  iu  Tlollv, 
Michigan:  and  John   I,. 

In  the  distriet  seliools  -lolin  h.  llothain 
pursued  his  edneation.  |iultini;'  aside  his  le.>;t- 
books  at  the  ase  "f  nineteen  vears  when  be 
began  farniiii-  for  liimsi'lf  on  his  father's 
land.  He  worked  tins  jilace  until  his  brother 
William  returned  from  California,  where  he 
had  been  engaged  in  mining  for  thirteen 
veara.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  joumej'  :Mr.  llotbam  elioso  IMiss  Bertha 
Smith,  their  mari-iii-e  bcin-'  eeleliraled  De- 
cember 26.  186(1.  Slie  is  a  dau-liter  of  John 
and  Harriet  (AndersojiJ  Hiiiitii.  The  father 
came  from  New  York  when  he  was  a  small 
child  with  his  parents,  the  grandfather  set- 
tling at  Seven  Mile  House  near  Detroit,  while 
the  Andersons  took  up  their  abode  three 
miles  south  of  Rochester,  Michigan.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  oidy  three  are  now  living:  John, 
who  resides  two  miles  south  of  Rochester; 
Mrs.  Hotham,  who  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school  of  Avon  and  lived  at  that  place 
until  the  time  of  her  marriage;  and  Hattie, 
who  makes  her  home  with  her  brother.  Both 
Jlr,  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  passed  away,  their 
remains  having  been  interred  in  Rochester. 

I'lito  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hotham  were  born  nine 
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children:  Editli,  Uiu  wife  oi  Day  Himiiij(.'i's, 
who  resides  at  Iiiilay  City,  Lapeer  eoiiiity, 
Michigan,  and  by  Whom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren; Minnie,  who'dit'd  at  the  a^e  of  twenty- 
five  years;  Bird,  thi'  wifo  uf  Wilii;iiii  MiiKon, 
a  farmer  of  Avon,  MidiiKaii.  Iiy  wJiotn  whe  has 
one  child;  Frank,  who  iniirrii'd  l«-iiii  Eck- 
stein, a  danghter  of  Jjiuiiheil  Eclcstein;  Car- 
I'ie,  who  died  at  tliu  age  of  four  months; 
Jennie,  Bosc)  Ooldia  and  Pearl, .all  at  home. 
The  children  were  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  Bird  and  Frank  also  attended 
the  Utica  high  school. 

Mr.  Ilothani  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
views  where  national  (luestions  are  involved, 
but  at  local  elections  votes  independently. 
He  has  been  a  loyal  advocate  of  Masonry 
for  twelve  years,  holding  lueiubership  in  Utica 
Lodge  No.  7r>.  .A  P.  &  A.  M..  iuul  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Eiisteni 
Star.  lie  has  been  quite  siK^ccMsfiil  in  his 
farming  operations  and  is  to-day  owner  of 
and  operating  one  hundre<l  itcres  of  laiul  on 
section  21,  Sterling  townshiji.  1  lis  ciitiri'  life 
has  been  passed  in  this  loealHy  and  he  is  tlior- 
oughly  conversant  with  the  liest  lui'llnidw  of 
caring  for  his  tields  »n<\  cnip-;.  As  thi'  yeiirs 
pass  he  has  prosiieivd  and  k  tiuw  oii<>  of  the 
substantial  agricnltnristK  of  liis  eomiiuniily. 

OMAli  DANIEL  TUOMi'SOX. 

Omar  Daniel  Thompson  has  for  ;i  half 
century  been  identified  with  educational 
work  in  Slacomb  county  and  no  man  within 
its  borders  has  done  as  much  to  further  the 
public  school  interests  as  he.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Millport,  New  York,  Decemlier  23, 
1835,  his  parents  being  Daniel  B.  and  Elvira 
Thompson.  The  Thon)i»s()ns  were  originally 
from  Connecticut,  beiny:  inmibered  amonfc 
the  pioneer  families  of  that  state.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Thompson  were  natives 
of  Chemung  county,  New  York.  She  died 
during  the  early  boyhood  of  her  son  Omar, 
while  the  fathei',  who  was  born  in  1805, 
passed  away  in  1884. 

Omar  D.  Thompson  is  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  town  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  which  he  enjoyed  and 
which  were  supplemented  by  a  thorough 
course  of  instruction  in  OberMn  College,  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1857,  locating  at  Grand  Eapids,  where  he 
began  teaching.  He  has  since  fallowed  this 
line  of  work  and  he  has  attended  all  state 
teachers'  conventions  since  1859,  with  excep- 
tion of  three  held  when  he  was  in  the  army. 


iiiid  lie  M'a.s  the  president  for  one  year.  For 
twenty-five  consecutive  years  he  was  princi- 
pal of  the  schools  of  Komeo.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  commissioner  of  schools  and  on 
the  expiration  of  this  term  he  will  have  com- 
pleted fifty  years  of  continuous  school  work, 
save  for  a  brief  period  of  three  years  when 
he  was  numbered  among  the  defenders  of 
his  country  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 

I'rofessor  Thompson  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  186'2,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry.  lie  was 
with  the  western  ai'iiiy  in  all  of  its  engage- 
uK-ntK.  jjai'tii-ipjitiiijr  in  Ihe  hatlles  of  Mur- 
freesbori),  (.■hatlininog:i,  Mission  Itidge,  At- 
lanta and  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea. 
He  faithfull.v  ]>erformed  ever.v  duty  that 
devolved  upon  him,  whether  it  called  him 
to  the  tiring  line  or  stationed  him  on  the 
lonely  picket  line,  the  Union  cause  finding 
in  him  indeed  a  stalwart  champion.  He  was 
iiniHtered  out  in  July,  1865,  having  served 
for  two  >ears  anl  eleven  mouths. 

Oil  tlie  1st  of  August,  1859,  Professor 
Tlioijjpson  was  married  at  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan, to  Miss  Emily  (iraves  Cooley,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley.  She  died  Febru- 
Hvy  4.  1901,  leaving  five  children:  Charles 
J).  (,'.,  who  married  Clara  Nell  Jennings,  of 
I'cnton,  .Michigan;  Sarah  E.;  Howard  M.; 
('.  Fred  and  Omar  D.,  while  Allen  died  in 
infancy.  Omar  D.  married  Frances  E.  New- 
berry, of  Komeo. 

Professor  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  llomeo  and  has  attained 
the  Knight  Templar  degree,  belonging  to 
Komeo  commandery,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  eminent  commander  for  several  years. 
He  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  princi- 
ples of  JIasonry,  is  thoroughly  informed  con- 
cerning its  tenets  and  teachings  and  in  his 
life  exemplifies  the  spirit  of  the  craft.  lie 
is  a  man  of  fine  personal  characteristics, 
scholarly  attainments  and  strong  intellec- 
tuality and  he  has  done  more  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education  in  Macomb  county  than 
any  other  man,  while  his  influence  in  educa- 
tional circles  in  the  state  is  extended.  His 
efforts  in  behalf  of  public  instruction  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 

WII.LIAM  H.  TINSMAN. 
Williiirii  11,  Tinsnian,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising,  owning  and 
operating  three  hundred  and  ninety  acres  of 
land  in  Washington  township,  makes  his  home 
ill  Romeo.     He  was  bom  on  the  farm  which 


,  Google 


OJIAK   DAXlKlv  TIIO.MI'.SOX. 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


'AST    AXl)    I'KKSKXT    OF    .MACOMB    COUNTY 


59 


is  yet  his  prtiperty,  August  21,  1836.  His 
father's  people  lived  in  New  Jersey  at  an 
early  day,  and  his  mother's  ancestors  were 
Seoteh.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  "Wil- 
liniii  Tinsman  and  hia  father  was  John  A. 
Tinsiiian,  The  latter  was  born  in  "Warren 
I'Diuity,  New  Jersey,  in  1809,  and  there  spent 
liis  l)oyl[()i)d  and  yonth.  lie  wedded  Miss  Sa- 
]iih.  a  (iaiijiliter  of  Jacob  McCracken,  natives 
of  till'  saiiie  stati'.  and  he  followed  agrieul- 
turiil  ]>iii'suits  in  New  Jersey  until  1834,  when 
iie  reiiiovi'd  to  Michigan,  residing  in  Maeomb 
county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  eomprised 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  he  after- 
ward liOiLfiJit  more  land,  elearing,  fencing  and 
cTiltivatinKf  the  diilVivjit  traet«.  He  erected 
li'oixl  buildings  and  developed  h  fann  of  much 
vahie.  He  was  a  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
agi'iciilturist,  for  utilizing  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  state  in  this  direction  he  found 
tliat  his  efforts  were  repaid  in  the  aequire- 
iiieut  of  a  conifortalile  ciKiipelenee.  He  reared 
bis  family  on  tlie  old  boiiiewteiid,  and  when 
liis  children  were  j^iown  lie  removed  to  llomeo, 
where  liis  last  (.la.>'s  v\ere  passed,  his  death 
oecnrriiig  in  September,  1894,  when  he  \\as 
nearly  eighty-six  years  of  age.  llix  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  1870. 

William  IT.  Tijismaii  is  the  eUlesl  in  a  fani- 
ilv  of  fum  eliildreii,  llie  otUers  being:  Lidiii. 
vvbn  wa.s  born  in  18:!<)  and  is  the  widow  of 
Louis  Davis,  by  wliom  she  had  two  eldldreii. 
Iier  iiume  being  now  in  Detroit;  Chai'les  (;.. 
<d'  Holly,  .Michigan,  who  was  born  in  184'2. 
and  bv  his  inarrlage  has  three  eliildren;  and 
.Margaret  A„  who  was  born  in  184;',,  was  mar- 
ried and  died  s<-v<.ral  yeai's  aj;,,.  William  H. 
Tinsman  sperd  bis  boyboo.l  days  as  a  farmer 
lad,  and  liaving  aiastered  the  elementary 
branches  of  learning  in  the  district  schools  he 
continued  his  studies  in  the  high  school  at 
Romeo.  lie  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
for  one  winter  term  when  a  young  man,  and 
in  1858,  in  Bruce  township,  be  was  nnirried, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  .Marv  -I.  Ilosner. 
a  daughter  of  Hngh  and  Hlia  (Hidpben)  Ikw- 
Jier.  earlv  settlers  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  Tins- 
man  was  boi'ii  in  New  Voi-k,  June  fi.  1837, 
but  was  ivared  in  .Miebigaii.  FoQowing  his 
Joarriage  .Mr.  Tinsman  settled  upon  tbe  old 
bomestead  and  eaiTied  on  faruiin-  there,  eoii- 
tinniug  tiu"  cultivaliiui  of  that  |daee  for  sev- 
eral years.  lie  tb<'n  pnivba.sed  the  tract 
iipou  wlneb  be  now  resides  and  rebidlt  aud 
improved  a  larye  brick  resilience,  one  of  the 
most  counuodions  and  attractive  boiues  in  the 
eountv.  In  1871  be  rented  his  farm  and  took 
up  bis  abode  in  HomcH  but  in  18!)1  he  again 


took  charge  (if  the  home  place.  He  purchased 
and  carried  on  a  general  store  in  the  town 
for  seven  years,  dealing  in  dry  goods  and 
other  commodities.  He  lias  bought  and  owns 
two  business  houses  m  Komeo  and  he  has 
several  residence  properties.  He  also  owns 
stock  in  the  Konieo  Savings  Bank,  in  which 
his  father  was  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders. 

In  1900  Mr.  Tinsman  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  There  are  four 
children  by  that  marriage;  C.  W.,  who  is  a 
traveling  salesman,  residing  at  Muskegon, 
Michigan;  H.  E.,  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Chi- 
cago; Florence  il.,  at  home;  and  J,  L.,  who 
is  now  identified  with  business  interests  in 
Detroit,  his  father  having  taken  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  at  Romeo, 

Mr.  Tinsman  has  been  a  life-long  republi- 
can, casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  given  his  ballot  for 
each  presidential  nominee  of  the  party  since 
that  time.  He  served  on  the  village  board 
for  two  years,  but  whether  in  office  or  out 
of  it  he  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  locality  and  his  aid  can  he 
ccumted  upon  to  further  any  pi-ogressive  meas- 
ure. He  possesses  considerable  mnsical  talent 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  was  a  mendier  of 
and  for  ten  years  conducted  the  choir  in  the 
.Methodist  church.  His  services  in  Ibis  direc- 
tion have  also  been  called  upon  for  many  pub- 
lic gatherings  and  farmers'  clilbs.  His  entire 
life  has  been  spent  in  Macomb  county,  thonirli 
he  has  traveled  both  east  and  west,  visiting 
the  New  England  states  and  points  in  Can- 
ada. He  has  long  been  a  member  and  for 
seven  yeai-s  has  been  president  of  the  Komeo 
Club,  composed  of  a  large  number  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  Wliat  he 
luidertakes  he  aeconiplishes,  if  it  can  be 
gained  through  persistency  of  purpose  and 
honorable  methods.  Tliis  is  true  of  his  public 
actions  as  well  as  his  business  life,  and  he  is, 
therefore,  classed  with  the  leading  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  his  native  county. 


AhFKED  J,  I'ARKKK. 
Alfred  J.  Parker,  practicing  law  at  the 
bar  of  Macomb  ctmiity,  was  born  in  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  January  11,  1878,  and  is 
a  i-epresentative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  New  England,  His  great-grandfather  was 
John  I'.  Parker  and  his  grandfather  John 
S.  Parker,  Sr.  The  Parkers  were  a  numerous 
family  and  many  of  those  who  bore  the  name 
followed   tbe    profes^^ion     of    teaching.      The 
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New  England  ancestors  lived  in  Connectiunt 
and  later  generations  of  the  family  were  res- 
idente  of  the  Knipire  state.  John  H,  Parker, 
Sr.,  removed  from  New  York  to  Bell  River, 
St.  Clair  connty,  Michigan,  sixty-tliree  yeaM 
ago,  and  there  he  engaged  in  fanning  and  the 
hotel  business  for  a  few  years,  during  the 
early  settlement  of  that  part  of  the  eountrj. 
After  a  time  they  disposed  of  the  hotel  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  removetl  to  New  ITaven, 
Macomb  county,  and  there  established  the 
Parker  Hotel,  which  was  known  far  and  near 
for  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  it  was 
conducted.  John  S.  Parker,  Sr.,  was  very 
successful  as  a  hotel  proprietor  and  aeeuimi- 
lated  a  good  fortune.  He  possessed  sound 
judgment  and  foresight  and  in  conHection 
with  his  other  business  interests  he  conducted 
a  mortgat!'-  ;iiid  t)ix  titl<'  business.  He  came 
into  the  W]]ils  of  .\lichii:!jn  a  ]ioor  man,  and 
his  carefully  din'i'ti'd  efforts,  the  hnsbandinu 
of  hia  resources  mid  Ins  judn'ioiis  uivi'stjiLriit 
made  him  a  pfi)s["'ious  <'iti/cii,  »n<i  ,if  tin' 
same  time  he  eoiitnl>utrd  hi  suhsl,inli;il  ini'iis 
lire  to  the  upbuilding  of  tus  coiLiiiiiinitj  He 
died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  whili- 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Delia 
Palmer,  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
She  was  one  of  th<'  prommi'iit  faiiiil>  of 
Palmers  of  St.  Clair  cmiiitv. 

At  the  death  of  hi«  fathiT.  .loliii  S.  Parker. 
Jr.,  became  sole  owner  and  miiiiagcr  ut  the 
hotel  lu'operty,  which  be  conducted  for  fifteen 
years  as  a  temperance  house,  and  tdso  coii- 
<lueted  a  mercantile  biisiness.  He  married 
Miss  Helen  A,  Farrar,  who  was  born  in  Mount 
Clemens  sixty  years  ago,  a  daughter  of  Man- 
son  Farrar.  The  Farrar  family  iilso  came 
from  New  England.  Among  its  members  have 
been  several  who  have  served  their  country 
as  soldiers,  including  some  who  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the  war  of  1812, 
the  rebellion  and  the  war  with  Spain.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Parker,  Jr„  are  still 
living,  and  Alfred  J.  Parker  is  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth  in  their  family  "f  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  the  others  being :  Bstella, 
the  wife  of  Walter  Lowell,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship ;  Manson,  who  is  living  m  Chicago ;  John 
U.,  of  New  Haven,  Macomb  county ;  and  Delia, 
the  wife  of  Elmer  Hall,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship, Macomb  county. 

Alfred  J.  Parker  pursued  his  more  specifi- 
cally literary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  Haven  and  Richmond,  Macomb  coun- 
ty, and  early  in  life  he  determined  to  engage 
in  the  practice  of  law,  believing  that  he  would 
find  it  a  congenial  pursuit.     He  entered  the 


law  otbi','  of  Cirilit-ld  &  Sjncr.  at  Mount  Clem- 
ens, 111  whii'li  bi'  -.tiuiii'd  from  September  iK 
1HSI4.  until  yUv'U  Ifi,  1.^!I5,  after  which  b,- 
continued  his  reading  Mith  0.  C,  Lungerhaii 
sen,  of  Mount  Clemens,  until  October,  191)0. 
At  the  same  time  he  attended  the  Detnut 
College  of  Jjaw  and  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  18!)il,  after  which  he  was  admitted 
t-i  the  Imr  Iji  thi-  fall  of  19(H)  he  began  pra.- 
ticc  aloue  and  is  now  located  in  the  postoffiei- 
block,  lie  has  made  his  own  way  practically 
iiiiaiditi  from  boyhood,  obtaining  his  educa- 
tion with  little  hnancial  assistance  and  work- 
ing his  way  upward  in  the  face  of  difficul- 
ties add  obst,n'li-!  Hlii.-h  \\.)uld  have  utterly 
disi'nurayi'd  iii<iii\  ,i  jii:in  of  less  resolute 
sjiint.  Me  c.iretiillj  [)ii'pared  for  his  profes- 
sion and  his  tiioi-ough  and  comprehensive  un- 
derstanding of  legal  principles  forms  one  tif 
the  strong  basic  elements  of  his  succ^s.  Since 
he  began  practice  he  has  appeared  in  nearly 
i'\ery  term  of  court  and  has  had  actual  prac- 
tii'e  111  all  Michigan  courts  from  the  justice  to 
the  siiju'eme  court  and  has  been  successful  in 
wiiinnig  several  close  and  bitterly  contested 
eases.  He  is  to-day  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  voung  lawvers  of  the  ttlacomb  count\- 
bar. 

On  the  27tb  of  l)eci.|iil.er,  VMW.  Mr.  Far 
kvv  «i,s  iiiarned  U.  ,Mi-s  Edna  Beniard.  a 
(laiitrbter  nf  Frank  and  Adcli^a  J.  (Ilatlia- 
wayj  H.Miiai-d.  of  liichmuiid,  Michigan,  Their 
childi-en  are  Sauford  W,  and  James  F.  Par- 
ker. In  his  political  views  Mi:  Parker  is  an 
earnest  and  active  democrat  and  he  was  a  can- 
didate for  circuit  court  commissioner  at  the 
time  he  east  hia  first  vote.  In  1902  iie  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  he  is  treasurer 
of  the  democratic  county  committee.  He  has 
lieen  an  exemplary  iiiemlKT  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge  N().  6,  P  &  A.  M  ,  since  1902,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  chapter  and  the  council. 
He  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  is  past  ven- 
erable council  <)f  the  JModern  "Woodmen  of 
America.  Although  a  young  man,  he  has  at- 
tained prominence  and  leadership  in  political. 
fraternal  and  legal  cirek's,  and  his  intellectual 
strength  and  laudable  ambition  argue  well 
for  future  advancement. 


VAKXr.M  J.  BOWERS. 

Varnuni  J.  Bowers,  whose  prominence  in 
political  circles  and  advancement  at  the  bar 
entitles  him  to  mention  among  the  men  of 
distinction  in  Macomb  county,  was  born  in 
Laingsburg.     Shiawassee     eourtrr.    Michigan. 
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S(?i>temlier  18,  1867.  his  parents  beiug  Andrcw 
.(.  and  Hannah  E.  (Shout)  Bowers,  the  for- 
iiifr  a  native  of  Jjakeville,  Oakland  eoHntv, 
Michisaii,  and  thi-  hitter  of  England,  The 
father  «as  a  foiindryiJiaii  and  died  when  his 
son  VMniinn  was  hut  three  yeara  of  age.  The 
|iaterniil  irj'aii(lt'.itln*r,  Jacob  Bowers,  was  one 
iif  the  early  n-si.h'nts  of  this  state  and  i'ei>re- 
sented  ( laklfuid  eoiintv  hi  the  legislature,  lli' 
died  at   Lakeville.   Michigan. 

When  four  yon\-i  of  age,  his  father  having 
died,  Mr.  Howers  went  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
Franklin  .Monfoi't,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
.\[ount  t'leinens,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  had  attained  hh  majority.  Ills  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  this  eity 
and  in  Clears'  Busiue.ss  College,  at  Ypsilanti, 
iliehittau.  lie  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  the  uncle  with  whom  he  lived  and 
was  examined  liy  Judge  Moore  in  open  court, 
in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  thus  securing 
liis  admission  to  the  bar  in  1895.  For  a  brief 
time  he  was  connectced  with  business  affairs 
and  in  1S98  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
tlic  Hnited  Htates  and  district  courts  and  was 
adiiiitted  to  practice  in  the  interior  depart- 
luent  at  Washington,  D.  1.'.,  in  19011.  lie 
now  conducts  a  general  practice,  having  se- 
cured a  good  share  of  the  public  patronage, 
and  he  has  continually  grow]i  in  pubhe  regar<l 
as  he  has  demonstrated  his  aliiJity  in  his  i>r(i- 
fession  and  his  power  to  eope  with  the  intri- 
cate and  involved  problems  which  contiinialiy 
confront  the  legal  practitioner. 

Mr.  Bowers  is  a  democrat  in  his  ])oliticHl 
views  and  an  active  and  influential  worker  in 
the  ranks  of  his  partv  ni  eastern  Jliehigan. 
He  was  nominated  for  cit\  clerk  nf  .Mdnnf 
Clemens  in  1893.  but  was  defeated.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  a  candidate  foi'  justice 
of  the  peace  and  was  elected.  He  accejtted 
the  chairmanship  of  the  county  committee  of 
the  people's  party  and  a  strong  contest  fol- 
lowed, the  entire  republican  ticket  being 
elected.  In  189B  he  was  again  a  candidate 
for  justice  ()f  the  peace  and  was  elected  for 
the  long  term  of  four  years.  While  serving 
ou  the  justice  bench  he  tried  over  sixteen  hun- 
dred cases  and  less  than  one  per  cent  wei'o 
appealed.  Owing  to  strenuous  opposition  in 
the  republican  camp,  he  was  defeated  for  a 
third  term  in  this  office.  His  decisions  were 
strictly  fair  and  impai-tial,  being  based  upon 
the  equity  of  the  case  and  the  law  applicable 
to  the  facts.  The  year  following  his  retiri'- 
ment  from  that  office  ln'  was  elected  aldei-- 
nian  froni  the  third  ward  and  was  re-elected 
in   1904  by  the  largest   v.^te  ever  given   in  his 
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ward,  lie  was  chosen  president  pro  tern,  of 
the  city  council  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capaeit,v,  the  eity  finding  him  an  earniwt 
chamjiiiin  of  its  best  inteivsts  and  a  stalwart 
pi'otector  of  its  rights. 

Mr,  Bowers  was  married,  November  21). 
1888.  to  Mi>.s  Blanche  Lufldii.  a  daughter  of 
Klovd  E,  and  .Marv  Lufkin.  of  .\h.unt  t'leiTt- 
(^ns.  and  thev  have  two  children.  Mvrla  and 
(len.-vieve.  Mi's.  Bowers'  father  was  for 
manv    vears   engayed   m    the   niatnifacture   vf 
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«liil<'   lier   iiintlier  pas,sed  i\\\»v   III   181)0, 

Fraternally,  Mr,  Bowers  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  I'vthias.  In<lependent  Order 
of  Odd  F.^ilows,  Kniirhts  of  the  Maccabees, 
W'KxInien  of  the  Worhl.  Draniatie  Order  of 
the  Knights  of  Korassan  ami  the  Loval 
Uuanls.  He  has  been  \  ice  Krand  of  the  Odd 
Fellows,  was  the  first  delegate  of  the  Kni-lits 
of  l'.\thias  of  Mount  Clemens  to  its  state  eon- 
vention  and  is  now  i)ast  chancellor  command- 
er, being  senior  past  chancellor  of  his  lodge. 
He  is  a  man  of  strong  purpose  and  unfalter- 
ing determination,  is  an  indefatigabb-  worker 
and  is  m>t  daunted  bv  fiiihne  or  opposition, 
lie  believes  in  forking  for  |,riiieiple  ■,\-.  «ell 
as  results.  From  boyhood  he  has  made  his 
way  unaided  l>y  financial  assistance,  and 
althoHgii  the  struggle  at  times  has  been  a 
hard  one  be  has  come  off  conqueror  in  the 
strife,  and  to-dav,  while  tinanciallv  success- 
ful, he  has  also  gained  more  tliau  a  conit'ort- 
ahli.  emniietence,  havinu  developed  a  stninj;, 
purposeful  character  and  gained  the  adinira- 
tii.n  an.l  esteem  of  his  fellow    iii.-ii. 


Cil,\l{l,FS    DITTKICII. 

Charles  Ditlrich.  who  for  more  than  a  half 

ceiitur.^  has  I n  a  resident  of  Macomb  coun- 

t,v  and  who  beloiiu's  to  that  class  of  Oernian- 
AnierieMii  eiti/;<'ns  that  has  proven  a  valued 
factnr  ni  the  development  and  progress  of 
the  communitv,  came  to  Michigan  on  the  4tli 
of  July,  184H,  and  is  now  sneeessfnlly  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
having  eight,v-five  acri's  of  good  land  in  <'lin- 
ton  township.  He  was  bom  in  (iei'iiiany,  No- 
vember 2,  IH'ii.  and  is  a  son  of  (iotlieh  Ditt- 
rich,  wh(>  with  bis  famil.v  emigrated  to  the 
new  world  in  1849.  He  made  his  way  at  once 
to  Michigan,  settling:  fir.st  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, not  far  from  .Mount  Clemens.  Charles 
Dittrich  was  then  a  lad  in  his  early  teens.  He 
is  largely  self-educated,  for  at  an   earl,v  age 
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he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  iu  the 
world,  and  therefore  had  no  opportunity  of 
attending  school.  He  iirst  worlied  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand  through  the  summer 
seasons  and  for  a  time  continued  as  a  student 
in  the  district  schools  through  the  winter 
months.  The  value  of  his  services  in  the 
fields,  lioivever,  soon  made  it  necessary  that 
he  give  his  entire  attention  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's 
journey  Jlr.  Dittrich  chose  Miss  Bertha  Stid- 
cer,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Macomb 
township.  October  25,  1864.  She,  too,  is  a 
native  of  Germany.  Following  tlieir  marriage 
they  settled  upon  the  old  farm  homestead  in 
Macomb  township  for  ten  years  and  ou 
the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Dittrich 
purchasetl  a  farm  in  Clinton  township,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  a  tract  of  eighty  acres. 
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a  natne  of  3hchi,.an.  Ihert  are  torn  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage,  but  they  lost  their  first 
born.  Eiiniia,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are:  Nonnan  II.,  Ruth  Emma  and 
Edna.  Politically, Mr.  Dittrich  is  a  democrat 
and  has  served  as  road  supervisor,  while  for 
twelve  years  he  was  highway  commissioner. 


Both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  iu  the 
German  Lutheran  church,  as  do  the  son  and 
his  wife,  and  the  father  was  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  church.  He  has  ever  been  an  in- 
dustrious farmer  and  his  frugality  and  ear- 
nest labor  have  constituted  the  basis  for  his 
success.  For  fifty-six  years  he  has  lived  in 
this  county,  having  been  acquainted  with  its 
history  when  the  district  was  largely  unim- 
proved and  gave  little  promise  of  rapid  prog- 
ress or  upbuilding.  He  has  contributed  his 
full  share  to  the  work  that  has  wrought  a 
change  here,  making  it  one  of  the  leading 
eoimties  of  this  great  commonwealth. 


JAY  F.  COTTON, 


Jay  F.  Cotton,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  on  section  19,  Chesterfield  township, 
was  born  July  11,  1841,  in  this  township, 
his  father  being  Otis  W.  Cotton,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  school  district  No. 
1  in  his  native  township,  although  his  ad- 
vanta^'^es  in  that  direction  were  somewhat 
limited.  His  boyhood  days  were  spent  on 
his  father's  farm  and  in  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Conjpany  I,  of  the  Ninth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  from  which  he  was  honorably 
discharged  December  11,  1862,  on  account 
of  disability  brought  about  by  exposure  to 
a  severe  rainstorm  while  he  was  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  measles.  He  re-enlisted 
in  Company  I,  First  Michif^an  Cavalry,  No- 
vember 7,  1863,  and  afterward  served  with 
that  regiment  in  Virginia  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  went  with'  his  command  by 
way  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  to 
Parkersburg,  Virginia,  thence  down  the 
Ohio  and  u])  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
rivers  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  The 
brigade,  consisting  of  the  First,  Fifth,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Cavalries,  thence  made  its  way 
across  the  plains  through  Kansas,  Nebraska 
and  Wyoming  to  Utah,  and  after  guarding 
the  overland  route  against  hostile  Indians 
imtil  November,  1865,  the  regiment  went 
into  winter  quarters  at  Fort  Bridger  and  at 
Salt  Lake,  Utah.  In  March,  1866,  Mr.  Cot- 
ton was  discharged  at  Fort  Bridger.  On 
the  back  of  his  discharge  paper  is  the  fol- 
lowing record:  "J.  F.  Cotton  enlisted  in 
the  Ninth  Slichigan  Infantry  August  15, 
1861 ;  promoted  corporal  October  12,  1861 ; 
discharged  for  disability  December  11,  1862; 
re-enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry. 
Company   I,   November   7,   1863;   promoted 
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sfi'gL-aiit,  Dcci'iiilK'i-  7.  18ti;i;  iiroiimtwl  Hrst 
si'fgeant,  January  1, 1864 ;  coimiiissioiied  see- 
(Hid  lieutenant,  May  16,  1865;  was  wounded 
iit  TreviHian  Stnti"ii,  June  11,  1864:  has  par- 
ticipated in  the  followinfr  eng'agenients : 
Wilderness,  Yellow  Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge, 
lii'aver  JMiii,  Ilanovertown,  Ilawes  Shop,  Old 
(.'hureh,  Trevilliaii,  Woodstock,  Diiiwiddie 
Cross  Koads,  White  Oak,  Five  Forks,  Sailor 
Creek,  Appoiriattox  and  at  least  fifty  minor 
I'ligagements  and  skirmishes.  His  discharge 
js  signed  by  P.  Stagg.  colonel  First  .Miehi- 
L'MH  Cavalry  and  brevet  brigadier  jieiu'ivii 
roimiianding  the  reginjent." 

After  receiving  his  discharge  .Mr.  Cottoji 
and  fifteen  others  proceeded  with  two  teams 
jiikI  wagons  to  Nebraska  City,  a  man  being 
hired  to  take  tlieni  in  that  way.  Arriving 
at  Salt  Creek,  Lancaster  county.  Nebraska, 
May  13,  1866— the  place  being  then  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  civilization— Mr.  Cotton  was 
so  charmed  with  the  green,  rolling  prairie 
and  its  tree-bordered  streams  that  he  nn- 
Joaded  his  baggage  and  bade  adieu  to  his 
army  comrades,  preparing  to  take  np  his 
life  work  there.  He  purchased  three  hnn- 
dred  and  sixty-seven  acres  of  partly  im- 
proved land,  one-half  of  which  by  agree- 
ment was,  a  year  later,  tnrned  over  to  his 
brother,  Owen  W.  In  September,  1866,  Mr. 
Cotton  married  Miss  Jennie  Ensminger,  the 
daughter  of  a  pioneer  settler  who  had  re- 
moved to  that  locality  a  year  before  from 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  'I'wo  years  later  the 
state  capitol  and  all  of  the  state  public 
buildings,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  were 
erected  five  miles  north  of  his  farm.  In  1869. 
however,  he  sold  his  possessions  in  Nebraska 
and  removed  to  Iiiwa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  hardware  trade  at  (Jrand  Junction.  The 
following  year  he  disp<ised  of  his  store  there 
and  in  the  spring  of  1871  went  to  Washing- 
ton territory,  but  not  being  satisfied  in  the 
northwest  he  returned  to  Des  .Moines.  Iowa, 
ill  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

In  1876  Mr.  Cotton  was  called  upon  to 
iiioiirn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in 
April,  leavijig  him  with  four  I'liililn-n.  The 
living  children  of  that  marriage  are:  :\rrfi. 
Abbie  ^Mills,  of  Alpi'iia  county,  Michigan; 
Mrs.  Mattie  Leonardsou;  and  Frank,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Following  the  death  of 
Mrs,  Cotton,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
father,  he  then  returned  to  the  old  home 
in  Macomb  coiuity,  Michigan..  In  December, 
1878,  Mr.  Cotton  was  again  married,  his  sec- 
ond union  being  with  Maria,  a  daughter  of 
William    J.    and    Ann    :\rilton.      She    was    at 


that  time  a  widow  with  two  children — Fred- 
erick M.  Tucker,  and  Ro.se,  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  W,  N.  Salisbury,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, Her  parents  were  William  J.  and  Ann 
(Starr)  Milton,  and  Mrs.  Cotton  was  the 
second  in  their  Fiiiiiliy  of  ten  cbildr.-n.  She 
was  born  in  Knglaiid  and  was  brought  to 
this  eomitry  by  her  parents  in  18;j-*f.  War 
father  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  neai 
Wells,  England,  and  came  to  the  I'nited 
States  in  1855,  settling  in  Chesterfield  town- 
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lie  roiiiiiteled  a  lintcher 
shop  and  meat  jmirkct  in  Kngland,  but  on 
account  of  ill  health  had  to  retire  from  that 
business  and  decided  to  eiune  to  America. 
Here  he  secured  a  tract  of  land  and  he  re- 
mained on  his  first  farm  until  about  1868, 
when  he  purchased  a  farm  from  his  uncle, 
Robert  0-  -Milton,  on  the  (iratiot  road.  At 
once  takiuir  up  his  abode  tliere  he  continued 
to  engage  iu  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  April,  1883.  Although  he  avoid- 
ed public  office  and  public  notoriety  of  any 
kind  he  was  always  an  earnest  worker  in 
behalf  of  any  enterprise  that  tended  to  ben- 
efit his  eonmuinity.  He  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  first  district  school  in  his 
neighborhood,  called  District  No.  6  of  Ches- 
terfield. This  school  proved  of  great  benefit 
to  the  children  of  that  vicinity,  for  many 
of  them  had  been  unable  to  secure  any  pub- 
lic instruction.  His  eldest  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jane  Farr,  of  New  Haven,  was  the  first 
teacher  and  conducted  the  school  for  two 
,vears.  The  Miltons  were  all  well  educated 
and  were  a  family  of  |>rominence  and  influ- 
ence in  the  cotiiniunity.  They  claim  descent 
from  John  Miitcui.  the  poet. 

Following   his    se.-ond    marriage    Mr.    and 
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home  fiirni,  and  ^)ft<>r  liis  mother's  death 
in  IJJST  lie  iHifchased  the  old  home  place, 
buying  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  until 
he  became  sole  owner  of  the  entire  tract 
except  twenty-eight  acres  owned  by  his  sis- 
ter, .Mrs.  Roberts. 

Cnto  J\lr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  by  their  sec- 
ond marriage  there  has  been  born  a  daugh- 
tei'.  Maria  Antoinette  llerriman,  who  is  now 
living  in  New  Haven,  Michigan.  While  in 
Iowa  Mr.  Cotton  united  with  the  Christian, 
or  Disciples  church,  but  as  there  is  no 
church  of  that  denomination  here  he  attends 
the  First  Methodist  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  his  wife  has  been  a  member  for 
nearly  forty  .years.  She  is  a  most  sincere 
and    earnest    Christian    woman    and    can    be 
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reJied  upon  to  give  lier  support  and  co-oper- 
ation to  all  church  work.  Mr.  Cotton  is  a 
member  of  H.  D.  Terry  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  while 
his  wife  belongs  to  the  H.  D,  Terry  Relief 
Corps,  No.  168.  Both  are  members  of  Mil- 
ton Orange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry 
and  are  people  of  the  highest  respectability, 
enjoying  the  warm  regard  and  nnqimlified 
lionfidwicc  of  all  with  whom  they  have  been 
asKociiited. 


[■'.  (',   MILLEK. 


F.  C.  -Millw,  H  wi'll  known  and  popular 
citizen  of  Wa.shington  township  whose  time 
and  energies  are  devoted  to  afrrieultiiral  pur- 
suits, wa.s  liorn  on  the  19th  of  September, 
184"),  in  the  township  which  is  still  his  home, 
ilis  fatlHT,  iliraiii  W,  Miller,  was  a  native 
of  Nmv  Yurii,  bnni  in  thi;  town  of  Hampton, 
WHshinfi'ton  i-ounty,  November  26,  1814,  and 
was  a  son  of  Joseph  Miller,  who  was  also 
liorn  in  that  state  and  was  a  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  Coming  w(Sit  about  1820,  the 
latter  settled  in  MaeonU)  eoinity,  Sliehigan, 
and  entered  the  land  in  Washington  township 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  Upon  the 
farm  which  he  here  opened  up  and  improved 
Hiram  W.  Miller  grew  to  manhood  amid  pio- 
neer scenes  aud  aided  his  father  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  place.  lie  wedded  .Miss  Maiy 
McGregor,  who  was  born  near  Albany,  New 
York,  in  the  town  of  Hunter,  Greene  eounty. 
September  3.  1817.  and  they  began  thi'ir  do- 
mestic life  upon  the  old  homestead,  where 
thev  continued  to  reside  tiu'onnlnmt  life,  the 
father  dvimr  in  1887  and  the  nuither  in  1869. 
In  their  familv  were  three  eiiildivn:  Benja- 
min M.,  the  eldest,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war  and  was  finally  transferred  to  the  invalid 
corps.  After  the  wai'  he  setfled  in  .Mount 
Vernon,  Michifijin,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1869.  Hiram  J.,  the  youngest,  is  now 
living  retired  in  Orion,  Michigan. 

During  his  boyhood  P.  C.  Miller  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  home  school  and  he  re- 
luained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
father's  death,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  farm, 
now  having  in  his  possession  the  original 
])atent  for  the  land  signed  by  President  James 
Monroe.  To  the  improvement  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  place  he  has  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  throughout  his  active  business  life, 
and  in  connection  with  general  farming  he 
follows  stock-raising  to  some  extent. 

In  Washington  township,  March  10,  1870. 
Mr.    Miller    married   Jliss     Fh^ra    Lockwood. 


who  was  also  born  in  this  comity  aud  is  a 
daughter  of  Timothy  Lockwood  and  a  sister  of 
C.  E.  Ijoekwood,  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Miller  have  three  chil- 
dren:, Edgar  J.,  whose  sketch  is  found  on 
another  page  of  this  work ;  Arthiir  C,  who  is 
now  a  student  in  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor:  and  Mary  I.,  at  home.  With  the  fam- 
ily a!so  reside  Mrs.  Miller's  two  nieces,  Mabel 
and  Agnes  Hazleton,  who  are  the  daughters 
of  her  sister,  .Mrs.  Clara  1.  (Lockwood)  Ila- 
;<let()n.  and  who  lire  being  reared  and  educated 
hy  .Mr.   and  -Mrs.  Miller. 

Mv.  Miller  has  never  faltered  in  his  alle- 
giaJicc  to  the  republican  party  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  General  1'.  S. 
<Jrant  in  1868,  but  he  has  never  cared  for 
the  honors  nor  emoluments  of  public  office, 
though  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  for 
a  mnuber  of  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Tlnion  church  of  Washing- 
ton and  he  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge  of  Ma- 
sons at  Davis,  the  Rochester  chajite]'  and  the 
Mount  Clemens  council,  while  botli  he  aud  his 
wife  are  connected  witli  the  Kiistei'n  Star 
chaptei'.  Thi'v  stand  high  in  the  comnnuiilv 
where  they  have  so  long  made  their  bmne  and 
no  eiti/ens  in  Maeonil)  countv  are  nnn'e  hun- 
oiwl  or  liighlv  I'espccted. 


JA.MES   E.  WETER. 

The  Imsiiu'ss  interests  of  the  enterprising 
little  city  of  Kichrnond  find  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative in  James  E.  AVeter,  who  is  a  whole- 
sale dealer  in  eggs.  He  is  also  the  president 
of  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank,  at  Rich- 
mond, and  his  enterprise,  business  disceru- 
meut  and  diligence  form  the  basis  of  bis  very 
desirable  suece.s.s.  He  was  horn  in  Palmyra, 
Lenawee  county.  Michigan.  April  li,  18.57.  his 
parents  being  Thoiiuis  S.  and  Mary  Ann  (Up- 
ton) Weter,  natives  of  New  York.  They 
came  to  Michigan  in  1840,  locating  in  Pal- 
myra, and  with  the  exception  of  the  vears 
1852-3,  which  be  spent  in  California',  the 
father  has  continued  to  make  Palmyra  his 
home.  He  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  March  3,  1821,  and  he  is 
yet  enjoying  good  health.  For  many  years 
he  followed  farming,  but  is  now  living  re- 
tired. He  has  always  been  a  public-spirited 
citizen  and  is  yet  deeply  interested  in  his 
county  and  state.  His  first  wife  and  one 
child  of  that  marriage  died  prior  to  his  trip 
to     California.      Following     bis     return     he 
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In  1886  Mr.  Weter  was  married  to  Misk 
Eiiinia  Whitmarsh.  of  Lenawee  Junctitin. 
Jliehigan,  a  daughter  of  C.  C.  Whitmai'sli  of 
that  place.  Their  children  are :  Blanch, 
Oraee  and  Mildred. 

Mr.  Weter  is  pre-eminently  a  man  of  af- 
fiiii's  and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide  iiiiln- 
I'lK'e.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  vil- 
h^'    for  six    fonseciitive  yesirs,   and   m   189;) 


and  again  in  IDUl  lie  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature,  serving  for  four  years.  During  his 
iirst  term  the  legislature  had  four  sessions, 
three  special  sessions  beinfj  called.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  connected  with  the  Masons,  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Maccabees. 
Mr.  Weter  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
tln-ouj^hout  the  community,  his  abilities  well 
fitting  him  for  leadership  in  political,  business 
and  social  life.  The  terms  progress  and  pa- 
triotism might  well  be  considered  the  keynote 
of  hk  character,  for  throujjhout  his  career 
he  has  labored  for  the  iiii|iri)ve(iH'iit  of  every 
line  of  business  or  public  interest  with  wliich 
he  has  been  associated,  snul  ;it  all  tiuics  has 
been  actuated  by  a  tidelity  In  bjs  cmnitry  ami 
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in-Aiiicrican  element  bas  lonj? 
bi'cn  an  important  one  in  the  citizenship  of 
till'  new  world.  Among  the  representatives 
of  tbis  i-law  ill  .Macomb  county  is  August 
lieiii  of  JIalfwav,  who.  tbouy:h  born  in  Erin 
townKlii().  on  the  l:nb  of  June  1867,  is  oC 
(Icniian  liiiea^re,  his  parents.  Charles  and 
Wilhclniina  ( llott'mcicr)  Kein,  being  natives 
of  (icriiiany.  The  father  was  born  in  1837 
and  was  lirimgbt  to  .Michigan  hy  his  parents 
in  1844.  tbc  family  home  being  established 
on  section  :i(l.  Kriii  township,  Macomb  eoiintv, 
where,  in  a.ssistiMi.r  his  fatlier  in  cleiiring,  d'e- 
vclopiu'i  aixl  cultivatiu!!  the  hiiiil.  be  en- 
dured many  of  the  hardsbips  and  trials  which 
usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settlers, 
lie  was  ai-tivi'  in  comninnity  interests  and  his 
worth  was  widi'ly  acknowledged  by  his  fellow 
townsmen  who  called  him  to  the  offices  of 
towiisliip  treasurer,  township  supervisor  and 
justice  of  llie  ]ieacc,  lie  tilled  the  last  iiien- 
tioned  position  for  several  years.  He  was 
married  in  1858  to  Miss  Wilhelraina  lloft'- 
meier  and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Charles,  a  fanner  of  Macomb  county;  Au- 
giistii,  the  wife  of  Cleorge  Bberlein  of  Sebe- 
waiiig.  .Michigan:  fiodfrey,  of  Roseville;  Au- 
gust; William,  who  is  a  school  teacher  at 
Woodniere.  Michigan;  Henry,  of  Detroit;  Al- 
bert, of  Roseville:  Thomas,  of  Detroit;  Min- 
nie, the  wife  of  Ed  Deiinrick;  and  Martin 
upon  the  home  farm, 

August  "Rein  pursued  liis  education  in  the 
pai'ochial  schools  and  in  Detroit  Business 
University,  completing  his  course  in  the  latter 
hy   graduation  in    188r>,     At  the   age  of  six- 
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teeu  yeai'M  he  left  Iimiie  to  itegiii  bis  career, 
accepting  a  position  in  Alexander  Huud's 
grocery  store  in  Detroit,  where  he  remained 
for  five  years,  rL'tnrning  to  Erin  township  in 
1888.  He  then  opened  a  general  store  and 
saloon  at  Halfway  hut  closed  oiit  the  latter 
branch  of  the  business  in  1894.  He  has  con- 
tinued to  deal  in  groceries  and  also  carries  a 
line  of  shoes,  dry  goods,  fancy  goods,  paints 
and  oils.  For  two  years  after  opening  his 
store  he  rented  a  hnildin^  and  then  purchased 
the  building  which  he  now  occupies  and  four 
and  a  half  ai-ri's  on  which  it  stands.  He  is 
liainstakin^  in  the  iiiauagi'uit'iit  of  the  store 
and  careful  in  his  business  affairs  and  has 
acquired  from  the  public  a  liberal  patroiiasc'- 
His  attention,  aside  from  mercantiic  intei'- 
ests,  is  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit. 

Mr.  Rein  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
houie  community  and  has  done  creditable 
service  as  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  2. 
He  is  a  member  of  St.  Peter's  (ierniun  Kvan- 
arelical  Lutheran  church  at  Halfway,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  a  trustee,  and  he  is  also  a 
iriemher  of  the  Lutheran  Society  of  Michigan. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  188fl.  Mr.  Rein  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Oerlach, 
a  daughter  of  Pretlerick  (Jerlacb,  one  of  thi: 
pioneer  residents  of  Erin  township.  They 
have  five  children:  Viola,  Paul.  Josephine, 
Hulda  and  Ijoiviik.  The  family  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  tliis  locality  and  the 
jiiejnhers  of  the  h.>uschold  enjoy  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  fbc  best  homes  of  this  sec- 
lion  of  the  eountv. 


AL  KX  A  \  I  IK  ii    -M  c  I X  N  I S. 

Alexander  Mclnnis,  who  is  fillin>r  llie  offin- 
of  shei-iff  of  .Mariunh  eoniitv.  and  makes  liis 
borne  in  Aloont  Clenieiis.  wsis  born  at  Owen 
.^ouml,  Ontario,  fatiada,  :\lareh  Ii.  1855.  Jlis 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Mcliniis,  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  to  Canaila  and  died  in 
the  latter  country  iu  1857.  John  .Mclnnis, 
Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  iu  Ire- 
land and  was  seven  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
America.  He  became  a  fanner  by  occupa- 
tion and  followed  that  pursuit  for  some  time 
in  Canada,  but  in  1865  became  a  resident 
of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  settling  in 
Ray  township,  where  he  again  engaged  in 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1895, 
when  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death. 
He  was  then  seventy-four  years  of  age.  In 
early  manhood  he  married  Miss  Susan  Iloag, 


a  jiative  of  Canada,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  WO'S,  when  she  was  seventy-live  years  of 
age.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
Iloag,  who  resided  in  Canada  and  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty  yearn.  Thomas 
Jleluuis,  a  brother  of  John  Mclunis,  Jr., 
who  became  a  resident  of  Mac<uiil»  county, 
also  hicated  in  Kav  township,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  These  broth- 
ers were  members  of  a  large  family. 

Alexander  Mclnnis  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Ray  township,  al- 
though his  ediLcational  privileges  were  some- 
ivhat  limited,  as  at  an  early  age  he  began 
cai'iiing  his  iiwn  living  as  a  farmhand.  He 
continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  his  own  account  for  a  long  time, 
or  unlil  ahont  forty  years  of  age,  when  he 
turned  his  attentioTi  to  merchandisiug, 
estahlishing  a  store  at  Davis,  Macomb  eonn- 
ty,  where  for  ten  years  he  has  continued 
business.  In  his  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial Tinder  takings  he  has  been  cpiitc  success- 
ful and  has  become  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable competence  through  his  well  direct- 
ed, systematic  and  carefully  managed  bust- 

.\li'.  -Mclunis  has  been  honored  by  his  fel- 
low townsmen  with  several  official  j)OHitions. 
While  living  in  Ray  township  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  as  township  treas- 
urer. In  1902  lie  was  elected  on  the  repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  office  of  conrity  sheriff. 
The  contest  was  very  close  and  it  was  at 
first  tbonght  that  his  ojiponent  was  elected 
by  a  very  small  majority,  but  upon  a  recount 
of  the  votes  Air.  Mclnnis  was  declared  elect- 
ed. On  the  expiration  of  his  term  he  re- 
fused a  re-election  in  1904,  his  untiring  en- 
ergy while  serving  his  coimty  having  im- 
jiaired  his  healtli.  It  is  generally  conceded 
that  Mi:  .Mclnnis  had  a  very  satisfactory 
term  and  much  real  good  was  done  by  his 
ceaseless  campaign  against  vice  and  for  law 
and  order. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1878,  Mr.  Mc- 
lnnis was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma 
Ureen,  a  daughter  of  Abial  and  Louisa  {De- 
graff)  Creen,  of  Ray  township.  They  now 
liave  one  child — ^Dayton.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Mclnnis  is  connected  with  Macomb  lodge. 
No.  64,  P.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  became  a 
member  in  1901.  fle  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Gleaners.  He  is  a  man  of  gen- 
erous impulses,  faithful  in  friendship  and 
straightforward  in  his  business  transactions, 
and  he  is  accounted  one  of  the  representa- 
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tivi'  JiieJi  of  bis  adopted  county,  where  he      tjirio,  and  after  he  hecame  a  member  of  the 

lias  lived  from  early  boyhood  daya.  priesthood  he  acted  as  head  of  the  mission, 

remaining  there  for  six  and  a  half  years.  lib 

health  failed  him,  however,  in  1889,  and  he 

i'iCl!  \1'1">  T    W    WFI'l'  tool(  charge  of  Christ  Clnireh  mission  at  East 
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!i(.dLh  township,  Ontario,  Canada,  his  parents 
heing  WillJam  and  Phcebe  (Van  Itorti)  Tom- 

Jinson  Ills  pati;rual  jfrand father.  Jamt^;  Os- 
boiiie  was  horn  in  the  Carolina^,  mit!  Ht  the 
higmnmg  of  the  KevoJiitiuiiiiry  u;ir  he  owned 
uidnj  large  tracts  (if  Iniid.  incliKliji^'-  idioiit 
s(\en  hnndied  aerifi  wlu'iv  the  eiiv  «i'  Wnsli- 
111^4.111  II.)"  .stands.  Tliis  land  was  all  ec.n- 
hsi  it(d  h\  tliu  Enfrlish  ^'ovenimeiit.  .Imnii's 
Oshoin  1  ninf:  heeu  a  faptain  in  thr  lii-itish 
aini\  liis  dan^liter,  Harah  O.^l.urne,  liccranjc 
till  «iii  ot  Jiinathaji  TiiitilinMon.  and  in  pos- 
MssK.n  ot  William  F.  Tf.iiilinson,  of  this  re- 
Miw  thu  is  n(nv  an  old  deed  which  was 
niacU  nt  to  her  for  land  sitnidwl  in  the 
township  .  t  l>oho  in  the  eonnlv  of  .Middlesex, 
in  tlu  1  ondon  distriet  of  ranadik  and  si-iied 
lj\  th(  _'o\.L-nor  f>;eneral  of  Canada  in  18:^5. 
ill!  "jitnjtr,  thongh  now  soiiiewliat  faded,  is 
still    hstinct  and  the  seal  is  still  attached. 

>\  11  nil  Tomlinson,  father  of  onr  subject, 
w  IS  111  it(d  in  marriage  to  Phwbe  Van  Horn, 
I  1  m„hti  I  of  Abraham  Van  Horn,  who  was 
I)  )i  n  HI  Nlw  Jersey  and  removed  to  Canada 
dio  it  I'lOU  when  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age,  set- 
tling in  Markam  township,  neat-  Thornhill,  the 
district  at  that  time  heing  an  iinl>roken  wil- 
derness, there  heing  only  one  log  eahin  wliere 
the  tiitv  of  Tonmto  now  stands. 

William  F.  Tomlin.soii,  whose  name  intro- 
diiees  this  ree.ird,  came  to  the  Cnited  States 
in  (■'ehnmr.v,  t8Sl,  after  Imving  pnt-siied  his 
edncatiou  in  the  pnhlic  schools  (if  his  iintive 
province.  He  settled  at  .\l(Hint  Clemens, 
where  he  worked  in  the  stave  mill  of  Snook 
&  liohiiLsoit  for  ahoiit  a  year,  and  <hiring  that 
time  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  timhei-  land 
on  the  hake  .Shore  road  in  Chc^ertiehl  towii- 
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several  years  cultivated  a  |iart  uf  it,  aflet 
which  he  sold  to  Abraham  Wagnet-.  I)ii  l<>av 
ing  Mount  Clemens  he  hegan  work  on  tin 
farm  of  Josepli  Milton,  in  Cliestertield  town 
ship,  and  in  1882  he  took  charge  of  tlii; 
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tiled  the  land,  rehnilt  the  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  and  continued  the  work  of  de- 
velopment along  the  most  jirogivssive  lines. 
The  two  larjfe  and  snhstantial  harns  upon  the 
place  are  well  wortliv  of  note.  One  of  tluise 
was  erected  hv  :\1]'.  Toiiilinson  in  18!):!  and 
the  other  in  VMn.  Thi-  second  has  several 
features  about  it  not  nsiially  fonn<l  in  fanii 
buildings.  It  has  a  cement  floor  in  the  base- 
ment, threshing  rooms  and  granaries,  and,  in 
fact,  there  in  no  wood  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  tloors  of  this  barn.  There  is  a 
self-supporting  roof  and  altogether  llie  hani 


is  one  of  the  finest  to  iie  found  in  the  state. 
Its  dimensions  are  Ihirty-six  by  eighty-six 
feet.  All  of  the  bniidin^'s  are  e.|ni|>peil  with 
the  latest  ini prove i lie nts  in  indoadiug  appa- 
ratus and  in  connection  with  the  barns  he  has 
hiiilt  two  large  silos  with  a  capacity  (if  two 
hundred  tons. 

Mr.  Toiiilinson  i.s  likewise  a  strong  advocate 
i^f  the  dairy  as  a  paying  iuvestinent  for  the 
farm  and  he  has  on  Ins  place  about  thirtv- 
Hve  head  of  Jersey  cattle,  all  thoroughbred, 
together  with  twenty-five  milch  cows.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  thoroiiglihred  registered 
.Jersev  bull,  purchased  from  T.  F.  Marston  of 
Hav  Citv.  Michigan-  In  coinu-ctimi  with  the 
dairv  is  a  large  cement  lank  in  which  he  places 
the  cans  (d  milk  and  through  this  tank  cold 
water  continually  i-mis,  being  pumped  by 
windmill  powei',  and  thus  the  milk  is  kept  cool 
thnmgh  the  night  ami  each  inorning  it  is 
delivered  to  the  iniesterlield  Ci'eaiiiery,  where 
it  lias  received  the  highest  test  of  any  milk 
delivered  there.  In  1<W,2  the  average  'test  of 
the  milk  fm-  the  season  was  5.:jy^  per 
cent  and  be  has  never  liad  a  test  lower 
than  5  per  cent,  lie  takes  good  care  of 
liis  stock,  grinds  all  his  feed  in  his  own 
mill  and  also  does  bis  own  tiireshing.  lie 
was  one  of  llie  chief  promotei's  oT  the  Ches- 
t.-rfield  Creamery,  solieiling  nearly  all  of  the 
stock.  The  first  liiiildiiig  was  iTc.-teil  in 
18<12  and  this  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  I89(i. 
the  C(Hupany  losing  everything,  as  it  had 
no  insurance.  With  resolute  purjm.se.  such 
as  overcomes  discouragement,  i\Ir.  Tomlinson, 
with  the  aid  of  the  late  Judge  Eldredge,  be- 
iran  at  once  to  plan  for  reiiiiilding.  and  iieing 
made  head  of  the  building  eommittec  he 
rushed  the  work  tlir.iiigli.  so  tliat  in  .just 
five  weeks  from  the  lime  (d  the  hre  the  new 
lilant  was  in  riniiiing  order,  lie  was  the  first 
vice  jiresident  mid  a  director  of  Xh,-  companv 
until  19(14,  when  he  retired  Trom  all  offices. 
hilt  is  still  one  of  tile  laruesi  sliii'kholders. 
In  1891  Mr.  Toiiiliiisou  l>nilt  a  lai-e  cider  mill 
with  a  capacity  of  one  hiuidred  nnd  twenty- 
five  barrels.  This  business  Ims  steadily  in- 
creased fi-om  the  beginning  until  last  vear  he 
had  a  run  of  abend,  forty  thousand  imshols, 
including  custom  work  as  well  as  his  own. 
The  cider  which  he  iiianiifactiires  is  always 
pure  and  sweet,  but  contains  no  drugs  or 
■spirits.  He  uses  his  own  fonmila,  which  the 
pure  food  commission  of  the  state  has  ap- 
proved. He  also  iiiakes  apple  .jelly  and  sliijis 
both  cider  and  .ielly  to  almost  every  state  in 
the  Union.  Last  year  lie  made  large  sliiji- 
ments  to    Bisbee,    Ari/ona,    lo    Te^as   and   to 


I'AST  -Wi)  i'Ki-:si-:xT 


.MACOAIB    COrNTV 


iddiiKtiy  ill  such  .sliHpe  tlisit  lu'  i-iiu  I'xi'ciiti' 
,>i-.l..fs  on  sliort  notifu. 

Allhoiitrli  JTr.  Tumliimon's  f;inniii^'  and 
kindred  interests  cover  siieh  a  wide  rmi^c  of 
iK'tivity  thiit  many  a  iiiaii  would  feol  that  he 
liad  no  time  for  any  outside  interi.'sts,  Mi'. 
Toinliiison  has  nevertheless  extended  Ids  ef- 
forts to  othei"  fields  of  laiiot-.  ile  assisted  in 
organiKintr  the  Natidnal  Sand  and  t'einent 
Block  Compajiy.  at  No.  44  .leffei-son  aveinie, 
Detroit,  which  is  capitalized  lor  fifty  thoii- 
sand  dollars  and  of  which  he  is  vice  president 
iiiid  a  director.  The  company  owns  its  own 
.sand  and  jj;ravel  pits  and  fiirnishcK  sand, 
frravel,  cement  and  other  commodities  to  Imild- 
ing  contractors.  In  addition  to  this  tliey  ex- 
pect soon  to  manufacture  cement  liloelfs  for 
huildin^'  purposes.  Mr.  Tondinson  also  owns 
siinie  jiood  ])ayin;r  stocli  in  iiil  wells.  lie  is 
a  man  of  remarkalile  liusiness  iliscefiinieut, 
his  judgment  liein;;  seldom,  if  ev.-r.  at  fault, 
and  whatever  he  undertakes  is  niana^ied  «ith 
such  care  and  resolution  that  it  heeoines  a 
protitahle  investment,  lie  likewise  i)elim^'N  to 
that  class  of  ivpivseutative  American  citizens 
who.  -M-liile  promoting'  individual  siicccs-s.  also 
contribute  in  lar^e  measure  t<i  the  freiieral 
welfai-e. 

On  the  fith  of  April.  1882.  .Mr.  Tondinson 
was  umrried  to  Mi.-=s  Miithv  Treasure,  a 
(laughter  of  .losi'ph  and  Mpeedv  Milton,  of 
■Milton,  (■liestertield  township.  Tier  father 
was  !)orn  in  Somer.setshire,  Knnland.  and 
came  to  Aineri<-ii  in  18:^2.  settliiij;  on  a  farm 
now  owned  hv  Mr.  Tondinson.  lie  died  April 
14,  1879.  His  wife  was  a  daufrhter  of  Joseph 
lierrimim  of  .\ew  Jersev.  and  came  to  Ches- 
terfield toMuslnii,  Macomh  eouutv,  Michiiian. 
in  lS;n,  her  luislwiHi  arrivin^r  here  the  follow- 
inu  year.  They  took  U|i  a  tract  of  wo(Kled 
land  and  hei-an  at  once  to  make  this  a  |>ro- 
duclive  farm.  .Mr.  Milton  hurueii  the  tind>er, 
.    market    for    wooil    in    thus.. 
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>hips  ami  dilliculties  incident  to  ]. 
hut  in  due  e(.ui^c  of  time  d.>veloi)ed  a  i!ood 
farm  jii'(ipeity  and  as  llie  coutdry  heeame  set- 
tled their  prodnefs  hnmirht  to  them  a  jtoih! 
return  when  jilaeed  on  the  eitv  market.  Mi's. 
Milton  was  more  than  sixty  vears  a  (vsident 
of  this  eouutv  and  her  deatl'i  oeciu'red  October 
17,  l!l():i.  M'rs.  Tondinson  is  the  vounj-est  of 
Mve  children,  having  one  sister,  ^irs.  Walters 
of  Xew  lialtimore.  and  three  in'othei-s,  who 
are  livinir  {m  farms  in  ('liestertield  township. 
Unto  :\[r.  aiul  .Mrs.  William  TouLlinson 
were  horn  two  children:    llattit   And)er,   who 


is  living  in  Detroit:  and  Worth  Earl,  who  is 
with  his  father  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Tondinson 
is  a  niemher  id'  .MontLt  Clenums  l.odge,  I.  0. 
0.  v..  whieli  lie  joined  in  1881.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  (U'orge  Washin^on  Lodge,  In- 
dependent Order  of  Foresters,  and  is  likewise 
a  memher  of  Milton  tlrangre.  Mr.  Tondinson 
is    a    man    to    whom    the    mosts    envious    can 


it  and  so  admirably  does  lie  use  it.  He  is 
kind,  unatfected  and  approachable  and  every 
eoniei'  has  a  claim  on  his  coLu-teous  attention. 
Tliei'e  has  been  nothing  sensational  in  his 
careei-,  evei'j'  step  has  been  thoughtfully  and 
deliberately  made  and  every  advance  has  been 
at  tlie  costs  of  hard  and  self-denying  labor. 
Ile  stands  to-day  in  his  uLatni-e  years  a 
strong  man,  strong  in  the  consciousness  of 
well-spent  days,  strong  to  plan  and  perform 
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Captain  William  V.  .Milieu,  who  for  nmny 
vears  was  a  sailor  on  the  (ireat  Lakes  and  for 
t)drtv-five  veai-s  .-onnmuided  vessels  as  ea|i- 
tain,'  is  now  living-  retired  in  liomco,  where 
he  established  his  Inmie  in  188.'i.  Ile  was  born 
in  Jelfei'soii  eouutv.  Xew  "I'ork,  August  5. 
184;i.  His  father.  Highland  Milieu,  endgrated 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  lo  the  new  world 
when  a  young  man,  settling  in  JelTerson 
eouutv.  ami  became  a  hotel  proprietor  at  .Mil- 
leu's  Bay  on  the  St.  Lawrence  I'iver,  which 
|dace  was  named  in  his  honor.  All  of  his 
.'hildren  were  born  tliere  and  he  afterward 
took  up  his  abode  upon  the  faruL  which  In- 
cleared  ami  iuLproved.  making  it  a  valnahh- 
tract,  the  pritductive  fields  returning  him  good 
harvests.  He  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
tliei'c  thi'ongbont  his  rermiining  da.ys,  passing 
awav  in  ISSO.  lie  served  as  a  cnstouL  house 
oftiel'i'  for  two  years  and  was  prominent  ami 
InllneTitial  in  conunuuity  affairs  in  his  home 
locality,  having  an  e.v;tei!sive  acquaintance  in 
that  p'ait  of  the  country. 

Ca()tain  .Milieu  was  l)oni  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  assisted  in  developing  the  farm, 
while  in  the  schools  of  Jlillen's  Bay  he  pur- 
sued his  education.  lie  began  sailing  when 
a  young  man  of  sixteen  years  and  was  upon 
the  (ireat  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river, 
going  as  far  as  Ogdensbnrg.  He  sailed  be- 
tween Ogdensburg,  Chicago,  Dnluth  and  Buf- 
falo, handling  grain  and  iron  ore,  and  was 
i-aptain    of    a    vessel    of   twenty-five   hundred 


jglc 


PAST    AND    PRESEXT    OF    ^FACOMB    COUXTY 


tons  which  was  thun  considered  one  of  the 
lar^  boats  atioat.  Such  was  his  life,  with 
the  ^dlltd  experiences  of  storm  and  ealiii  up- 
on the  water,  until  1900,  when  lie  retired  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Komeo,  making  a  per- 
manent location  here.  lie  was,  at  times,  in 
several  wieclis  and  his  vessel  suffered  con- 
siderable damage,  but  no  life  was  ever  lost. 
In  early  life  he  fell  to  a  distance  of  sixty  feet 
upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel  and  was  badly 
in.jured,  this  crippliiifi  him  for  about  a  year, 
but  when  he  recovered  he  again  went  upon  the 
water  and  his  entire  business  life  has  been 
spent  as  a  sailor.  In  1901  he  erected  a  neat, 
substantial  residence  on  St.  Clair  street,  in 
Romeo,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned 
rest. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1867,  at  .Milieu's 
Bay,  New  York.  Mr.  Millen  was  married  to 
Mifw  Delia  Mayer,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  Clarence  Beem- 
(']■  of  Hoineo,  by  whom  she  has  three  children. 
(iladyw,  Jlareeline  and  William:  and  Uraci'. 
who  is  the  wife  of  Merton  B.  Smith,  editor 
of  the  Observer  of  Romeo. 

Politically  Captain  Milieu  is  a  democrat, 
lie  ea.st  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abra- 
ham LineolTi,  hut  has  since  chaiifred  his  alie- 
jri;ini-{'  to  the  democracy,  to  which  he  now 
trives  earnest  siijijiort.  lie  has  served  on  the 
lioard  of  review  and  was  chairman  of  the 
water  board.  His  wife  is  a  menibei'  of  tlie 
Congregational  church  and  he  attends  its  sei'- 
vices  and  contributes  to  its  suppoit.  He  has 
invested  in  farm  property  as  well  as  in  realty 
in  the  village  and  is  now  thorout,'blv  identifi(-d 
with  the  interests  of  .Macioinh  county.  He  and 
his  family  are  much  esteemed  here  and  the 
hospitality  of  the  best  homes  of  Jtoineo  and 
the  surroundinir  district  is  freely  accorded 
them.  Captain  Millen  is  a  man  of  social  na- 
1ui'e.  genial  disposition  and  is  an  entertaininu: 
eoiiipanion,  who  can  relate  many  interesting' 
iTieidents  of  life  on  the  great  lakes. 


-lOACIIUI  Jl.  .MATTHEWS. 

Joachim  ftl.  Matthews  is  one  of  the  worthy 
sons  that  Germany  has  furnished  to  this 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Mechlen- 
burg.  May  9,  1850.  His  parents,  Christian 
and  Julia  (Uplaeger)  Matthews,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany.  In  1870  he  came  to 
America,  arriving  in  this  countv  on  the  4tli 
of  July  of  that  year,  and  when  he  had 
been  a  resident  of  .Macorah  county  for  two 


and  a  half  \tais,  his  homi  being  in  Macomb 
township  his  parents  came  Christian  Mat- 
thews settled  on  a  faini  in  Chesteifield  town- 
.ship  and  earned  on  agticultural  pursuits 
there  thioughout  his  leinaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  1892,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-three years  of  age.  His  wife  is  still 
living  in  Mount  Clemens.  Although  the 
l)arents  came  from  (jermauy  the  Matthews 
family  is  originally  English,  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject  having  lived  in  England  many 
centuries  ago.  Unto  Christian  and  Julia 
Matthews  were  born  eleven  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  now  living :  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Fred  Spaller,  of  Chesterfield  township; 
Joachim;  Christian,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Lu- 
eetta,  the  wife  of  John  Kraiise;  Annie,  the 
wife  of  Hammond  Shultz,  living  on  the  old 
homestead  fann  in  Chesterfield  township; 
Theodore,  of  Ionia,  Michigan;  and  Henry, 
who  is  living  in  Seattle,  Washington.  Those 
deceased  are:  William,  Augusta,  and  two 
who  die(t  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Miilthews  of  this  review  piifsiied  his 
education  in  the  public,  schools  of  (Jermany 
and  in  187(1  he  started  for  the  United  States. 
He  was  first  employed  on  a  farm.  He  then 
came  to  Macomb  township,  Macomb  comity, 
Michigan,  and  purchased  land  iu  1872,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  about  one  Innidred  and 
twenty  acres,  on  whieh  he  ej'eeted  good  out- 
bnildings  and  made  othcj'  substantial  im- 
provements, remaining  there  foi'  sixteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
took  u|)  his  abode  in  the  city  of  Mount  deni- 


ed a  .^ 


ieh  he 


ducted  for  foui'teen  veiirs,  when  in  1899  he 
sold  this  hnsiiiess  lo  hi,s  sons.  In  1903  he 
erected  a  large  building  fo}-  livecy  purposes, 
at  the  comer  of  (.'oiirt  and  Market  streets, 
and  the  liverv  l.arn  is  now  enndiicled  by  his 
son  Paul  under  the  firjn  name  of  the  Mat- 
thews Livery.  It  is  splendidly  equi])ped  and 
a  goiid  patronage  is  enjoyed. 

Ml'.  .Matthews  was  married,  in  1872,  to 
Miss  Blary  Sanders,  a  daughter  of  John  anil 
Frederika  (Uplaeger)  Sanders,  ancl  unto 
them  have  been  born  five  ehildren  :  Paul, 
the  eldest,  who  is  engaged  iu  business  with 
his  father,  was  married  in  1894  to  Miss  Nel- 
lie Carton,  a  daughter  of  iiiehanl  Carton, 
of  Detroit,  Michigan:  All>ert  is  engaged  in 
the  saloon  business;  -lohn  wjls  married  in 
190;i  to  Jidia  Pringritz.  of  Mount  Clemens; 
Joseph  and  Christian  ai'c  also  residents  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Matthews  has  been 
prominent  in  political  circles  iu  his  city  and 
county.     He  served  as  alderman  at  large  for 


>y  Google 


.lOACHiM  J\r.  JIATTHEWS. 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


'AST    AND    I'HKSKXT    OF    :\lArOMH    (.'orXTV 


77 


six  y(-iii's  aiiil  afterward  as  aldeniian  of  the 
(liii-d  M'anl  for  three  years.  He  was  also 
[i(n>r  coiiimiMsioiier  for  one  term,  wan  school 
irispt'dtoi-  in  his  township  for  seveml  years 
;i]id  ill  VM2  WHS  candidate  for  sheriff  of  Ma- 
(HUiib  i-oiiiity.  It  was  at  first  thought  that 
lie  waw  I'U'i-tud,  but  upon  a  recount  he  lost 
till'  I'leetioii  by  twenty-one  votes.  IJis  politi- 
I'iil  views  are  in  nceord  with  the  deiiioeracy 
iiiid  ill  1904  he  was  again  candidate  upon 
tliiit  ticket  for  the  office  of  sheriff.  This 
liiiic  lie  polled  a  stroiij;  vote,  the  presiden- 
tiiil  voti'  being  iiiiii'tecii  himdi'ed  Hnd  he  only 
I'Mii  Neveiity-seveii  votes  l)ehinil  that  ticket, 
showing  that  he  whs  ii  jwpuhir  candidate. 
He  also  received  some  of.  the  votes  of  the 
prohibition  party,  and  iii  his  office  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  in  a  most  eommend- 
able  manner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  elnireh.  He  comes  of  a  sturdy 
race,  is  a  man  of  good  business  judgment, 
self-reliant,  firm  of  purpose  and  enterpris- 
ing. He  began  in  the  business  world  with- 
out capital  and  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward, and  to-day  is  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable competence.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  he  is  prompt  and  fearless  and 
what  he  has  done  awakens  high  commenda- 
tion and  trust. 


[{(mKKT  I'OSNKli. 

Robert  Posner,  who  is  engajred  in  the  un- 
dertaking business  in  Jlount  Clemens  and  is 
a  prominent  factor  in  political  circles,  was 
born  in  Waldenburg,  Prussia,  Ueinnany,  July 
10,  1850,  his  parents  l)eing  August  and  The- 
resa (Leyer)  Posnei",  who  were  imtives  of 
Prussia  and  Bohemia  respectively.  They 
came  to  America  in  1854,  settling  in  Maeomb 
township,  Macomb  county,  where  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  also 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash,  lie 
was  a  hrick-makei'  by  trade  and  caiTied  on 
work  alojig  that  line  for  a  brief  period,  lie 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-nine 
years  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  same 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  ehildrcn, 
hut  Robert  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
others  were  August,  Charlotte,  Christina  and 
Throngott.  Augiist  was  also  an  undertaker, 
having  carried  on  business  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Jlichigan. 

Robert  Posner,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
was  educated  in  the  German  schools,  at  Wal- 
denburg, llacond)  county,  and  he  entered 
upon  bis  liusiiiess  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  liard- 


Hai'e  store  in  Mount  Clemens,  his  employers 
being  Robertson  &  Daley,  He  entered  their 
service  in  1871  and  remained  with  them  for 
nine  years.  He  then  purchased  the  business 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  William  Chit- 
tenden under  the  firm  name  of  Chittenden  & 
Posner.  When  three  years  had  passed  he 
purchased  Jlr.  Chittenden's  interest  and  ad- 
mitted Anthony  Czizek  to  a  partnerehip  under 
the  firm  name  of  Posner  &  Czizek.  'IVo  years 
later  Mr.  Posner  became  sole  proprietor  and 
conducted  the  business  alone  for  four  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  his  hard- 
ware store  and  turned  his  attention  to  the 
livery  business,  which  he  conducted  with  suc- 
cess for  eleven  yeai's.  During  the  last  three 
years  of  that  time  he  was  also  engaged  in 
the  undertaking  business,  beginning  in  this 
line  in  1896.  On  the  1st  of  "Januaiy,  1904, 
he  admitted  his  son.  Robei't  W.  Posner  to  a 
])artnershii»  under  the  firm  style  of  Posner 
&  Son,  He  has  pn)spered  in  his  undertak- 
ings and  has  now  a  very  extensive  pati-onage. 
lie  is  a  professional  embalmer  and  under- 
taker, thoroughly  understanding  the  latest 
improve) II cuts  in  cmnieetion  with  the  busi- 
ness. 5fr.  I'lisiici'  iiitt-od'»'e<i  the  first  ambu- 
lance in  JIouTit  CleiiK'ns. 

■On  the  17th  of  .May,  1870.  occuri-ed  the 
marriage  of  -Mr.  Posner  and  Miss  Mar;v  Krue- 
ger,  the  oidy  daughter  of  John  Krueger  of 
Mfieonib  township,  this  co\mty.  Their  chil- 
dren are :  Robert  W.,  Theodore  IT.  and  Clar- 
ence C,  On  May  14,  1905,  Mr.  Posner  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  Mr. 
I'osncr  gives  his  jiolitical  allegiance  to  the 
deinocrac.v,  is  deeply  interested  in  its  success, 
does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  growth 
and  has  been  elected  to  office  on  its  ticket, 
having  served  both  as  alderman  and  super- 
visor from  the  third  M'ard.  He  is  a  man  of 
fine  ph.vsique.  genial  temperament  and  social 
disposition  and  he  jnakes  friends  wherever 
be  goes.  His  success  in  life  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  well  directed  effortjs,  for  he  started 
"ut  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  clerk  without 
capital  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward until  he  is  now  one  of  the  siibstantial 
citizens  of  Moimt  Clemens, 


JOHN  I.  CRISSMAN. 

John  I.  Crissman.  who  operates  the  Canal 
Roller  Mills  in  the  village  of  Utica  and  is 
also  president  of  the  village,  was  born  June 
12,    1850,  in   Washington   township,  Maeomb 
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county,  his  pai-euts  being  David  II.  and  Olive 
M.  (Meeker)  Crissman.  The  father  was  borii 
in  New  Jersey  and  was  of  Dutch  lineage, 
whUe  the  mothec's  people  caiue  from  New 
York,  and  in  the  Empire  state  her  birth 
occurred.  David  II.  Crissman  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  and  on  leaving  New 
Jersey  came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  settling  in 
Washington  township,  where  he  purchased 
land  that  was  wild  and  unimproved.  His 
father  had  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  which 
the  soi]s  inherited  and  in  addition  to  the 
share  which  he  received  David  11.  Crissman 
bought  for  himself  about  forty  acres.  This 
tract  now  belongs  to  ii  brother  of  dur  subject. 
In  the  faniilv  were  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, namely;  Benjamin  A.,  who  is  married 
and  lives  iu  I'tica,  devoting  liis  attention  to 
farming;  Jlichael  J.,  who  is  married  and  owns 
one  of  the  old  home  farins  but  makes  his 
home  in  Konieo;  John  L:  Charles  0.,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  family  homestead  and  is 
married  iind  has  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters: and  M<M-tie  E..  the  wife  of  (leorge  E. 
Eckert,  a  hiwyer  of  Detroit  by  whom  she  has 
one  daughter 

John  I.  Cris.sinan  pursiied  his  education  in 
the  country  schools  and  in  tlie  gi-aded  schools 
of  Washington,  spenduig  a  year  there.  He 
early  became  familiar  with  farm  woi'k  m  all 
its  departments  and  contnnie<l  u|pcm  the  home 
farm  until  he  attained  his  majority,  after 
which  he  spent  a  year  as  a  clerk  in  a  general 
store  in  Frankfort.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  came  to  Utica  to  take  chaise  of  the 
mills  here  owned  by  his  father.  These  are 
the  Canal  Boiler  ftlills,  with  a  capacity  of 
seventy-five  barrels  per  day.  The  plant  is 
operated  by  both  water  and  steam  power  and 
does  custom  work.  Mr.  Crissman  took  charge 
of  the  mill  February  24,  1882,  and  has  since 
been  manager.  He  also  handles  some  real- 
estate  in  Bay  City  and  other  points  in  Ma- 
comb county. 

In  October,  1886,  Mr.  Crissman  wa.i  mar- 
ried to  liliss  Jennie  Mullen,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Priscilla  (Connell)  Mullen,  who 
resided  in  Utica.  Her  father  was  an  engi- 
neer at  different  times  on  a  immber  of  rail- 
roads but  afterward  retired  and  thus  lived 
until  called  to  his  final  rest.  The  Mullens 
were  of  English  lineage  and  more  remotely 
of  Scotch  descent,  the  name  formerly  being 
MacMulleu.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Crissman 
was  of  Irish  lineage.  The  daughter  pursued 
her  education  in  the  schools  of  Utica  and  for 
about  six  years  was  successfully  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Macomb  and  Oakland  counties. 


Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crissman  have  been 
l)orn  two  sons:  I,  Stanley,  who  was  born 
July  26,  1893 ;  and  John  Sherman,  born  De- 
cember 31,  1896.  Both  are  public  school  stu- 
dents in  Utica.  Mr.  Crissman  gives  his  politi- 
cal support  to  the  democratic  party  with 
which  he  has  affiliated  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  has  served  as  townshi|i  clerk 
and  treasurer  in  Shelby  township,  tilting  th<' 
latter  position  for  six  years  and  at  one  time 
was  a  candidate  for  county  treasure!'  bnt  was 
defeated.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  town  board  and  for  twelve  years 
has  been  its  president,  while  for  eight  years 
he  has  served  on  the  school  boiird.  In  al! 
these  offices  he  has  discharged  his  dnties  with 
promptness,  fidelity  and  ciipaliility,  |inttiny' 
forth  effective  and  far-reaching  effort  for 
the  general  good.  He  belongs  to  Utica  lodge. 
No.  75,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  in  which  she  is  holding  office.  Mr. 
Crissman  is  also  connected  with  Utica  lodgi'. 
No.  75,  I.  0.  O.  F..  and  the  Maccabees  tent. 
No.  184.  He  has  been  steward  for  two  years 
in  the  Masonic  lodge,  is  noble  grand  in  thi' 
Odd  Fellows  and  finance  keeper  for  the  -M^n-- 
cabees.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  was  worthy  matron 
of  the  Eastern  Star  for  several  terms.  The.v 
are  prominent  and  influential  in  community' 
affairs  in  Utica  and  he  is  regarded  not  only 
as  a  leading  business  man  here  but  also  as 
one  whose  efforts  have  been  of  nuiterial  bene- 
fit in  behalf  of  general  i)rogress. 


AroCST  niTTliTCll. 

August  Dittrich,  living  on  section  8,  Clin- 
ton township,  and  prominent  in  pidilic  affairs 
of  his  locality,  is  classed  with  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county,  having  arrived  hew 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1849.  He  was  born  in 
Saxony,  Cermany,  December  11,  1837,  and 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  when 
a  lad  of  eleven  or  twelve  years,  the  family 
home  being  established  in  Macomb  county. 
He  had  fair  school  advantages  which  pre- 
pared him  for  the  transaction  of  business  and 
the  performance  of  life's  practical  duties  and 
his  training  at  farm  labor  was  not  meagre,  for 
fram  an  early  age  he  assisted  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  fields  on  the  old  home  place. 
After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  was 
married,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Caroline  Dittrich. 
He  retui'ned  tc)  the  fatherland  and  was  there 
married,  after  which  he  brought  his  bride  to 
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wlitj  L.iiiR  witli  lus  familj  to  Michigan  about 
18H0,  b(.'iii}>'  oue  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
liiii't  of  the  state  and  with  its  pioneer  develop- 
liii'Jit  he  was  closely  coiinceti'd.  (Iiistavns 
Kox  was  married  to  Miw  Siimli  Hiit-nhani,  a. 
iiiitive  of  New  York,  lie  I'litersvl  l;itid  from 
till'  government,  eleiiriiij;  and  improving;  a 
fiinii,  and  thei-eon  reared  his  family  and  spent 
his  remaining  days,  his  death  (weurring  here 
whi-n  he  had  aLnost  reached  the  very  veiiera- 
lili'  age  of  ninety-five  years,  departing  this 
lift:  in  November,  1904.  There  is  one  son  by 
the  s<^K!ond  marriage,  Harry  Dittrich,  who  is 
il  liiaehinist  by  trade  and  assists  his  father  in 
■■an-ying  on  the  home  farm. 

August  Uittrieh  has  devoted  his  entire  life 
to  ngrienltural  pursuits,  is  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil 
in  this  piirt  of  the  county  and  by  his  perais- 
U'ut  I'TR't'sj.v  and  unremitting  diligence  has 
sraitu'tl  a  ])]ace  among  the  substantial  citizens 
of  Clint«n  township.  He  never  falters  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  democratic  party,  having 
itcen  true  to  its  principles  since  casting  his 
first  presidential  ballot  for  James  Bnclianan, 
Me  was  elected  and  served  for  nine  years  as 
highway  commissioner,  during  which  time 
lie  laid  out  roads,  built  bridges  and  otherwise 
improved  the  district  in  this  direction.  Later 
hi?  was  elected  and  served  for  twenty  consecu- 
tive years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  a  fact  which 
imiieates  his  faithfulness  to  duty  and  his  fair- 
ness and  equity  in  the  trial  of  the  different 
I'^iHes  which  are  presented  before  him.  His 
I'ven-handed  .iiistice  "won  hhii  golden  opin- 
ions from  all  soi-ts  of  peopJe."  The  cause  of 
education  has  also  found  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  as  a  school  trustee  and  as  school 
ilireetor  he  has  given  his  intinenee  for  the 
iiii|n'civemetit  of  the  sehoois.  lli'  and  his  wife 
attend  the  .Methodist  Kpisenpal  church  but 
he  was  reai-ed  in  the  Kvangvlieal  faith.  Later. 
however,  he  .ioined  the  Methodist  church  with 
liiH  wife,    who   is   aetive   in    the   work  of  the 
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111  1  pi  J  I  surgeon  of 

Moiint  Clemens,  whose  practiet,  evinces  a  strict 
adherence  to  high  professional  ideals,  was 
bom  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  June  2J:,  1862,  and 
is  of  German  lineage.  His  grandfather,  John 
Christian  Leusehner,  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Leipsic,  Germany,  and  at  the 
command  of  the  king,  during  the  war  of  1812, 
he  saved  a  regiment  of  German  soldiei-s  by 
leading  them  to  a  place  of  concealment  in  a 
wood,  while  the  P'rench  army  was  passing. 
His  son.  Otto  licuschner,  horn  in  Gennany, 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood  and  was  a 
pioneer  chemist  of  Detroit,  where  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  proprietor  of  the  Inter- 
national Drug  Store.  He  was  married  in  this 
country,  in  the  '50s,  to  filiss  Caroline  Hum- 
burg,  whose  father  was  a  druggist  of  Bor- 
liam,  Germany,  and  a  man  of  intiuenee  in  his 
city.  He  served  as  mayor  and  in  other  posi- 
tions of  local  prominence  for  forty  years  and 
died  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-nine. 
Otto  Leusehner  died  in  Detroit  in  1858,  at 
the  age  of  forty-six  yeara.  Unto  him  and  his 
ivife  were  born  seven  children. 

Paul  Leusehner,  the  fifth  iii  order  of  birth, 
began  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
(lej'many  ami  later  went  abroad  with  his 
mother  and  In'other  Uieliard,  the  sons  being 
placed  in  school  in  the  fatherland.  Paul 
Ijcusehner  studied  jihaniiacy  and  after  his 
i-eturn  to  America  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  that  line  and  was  eventually  graduated 
from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy 
with  the  elass  of  1887.  He  then  pursued  a 
course  in  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  5Iiehi- 
gan  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgerj'  and 
when  he  had  won  his  degree  entered  upon 
l>ractice  in  Deti-oit,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year.  In  1898  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  lucrative  patron- 
age, confining  his  attention  to  office  and  bath- 
ing practice. 

Di'.  LeuHchtu'r  is  a  member  of  the  North- 
eastern Medical  Society.     He  is  a  man  of  firm. 
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resolute  cliaraeter,  is  careful  and  painstaking 
in  his  practice  and  entertains  high  ideals, 
while  his  professional  service  manifests  strict 
conformity  to  a  high  standard  of  medical 
ethies.  His  office  is  splendidly  equipped  with 
all  modern  devices  for  the  furtherance  of  tho 
lahoi-s  of  the  physician.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
appearance,  and  commands  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all,  while  his  friends  hold  him 
in  warmest  regfird. 


LEANDKi;  II.  IIHERLMAN. 

Leander  H.  Ucrriman,  a  representative 
farmer  of  Macomb  county,  was  born  June  28, 
1840,  ill  Chesterfield  township.  His  grand- 
father, Joseph  Herriman,  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  came  to  this  county  in  1831, 
during  the  pioneer  epoch  in  its  development. 
He  purchased  about  four  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Chesterfield  township  from  the  gov- 
onuuent  and  while  establishing,  his  home  here 
and  developing  a  farm  he  experienced  many 
hardships,  being  deprived  of  many  of  the 
conveniences  and  comforts  to  which  he  had 
been  accustomed  in  his  old  home  in  the  east. 
The  entire  trip  westward  had  been  made 
with  a  team  of  horses  and  sleigh  and  in 
some  places  it  was  necessary  to  cut  their  way 
through  the  forests,  the  trees  being  so  close 
that  the  sleigh  could  not  pass  between  them. 
On  reaching  the  Detroit  river  it  was  found 
that  they  would  have  to  cross  on  ice,  but  it 
had  not  frozen  solidly  enough  and  the  horses 
broke  through  and  ilr.  Herriman  and  his 
familj'  had  a  narrow  escape  from  drowning. 
They  finally  reached  Detroit  and  aftei'  mak- 
ing several  trips  into  the  country  surround- 
ing that  city,  the  grandfather  finally  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. P'our  of  his  children  remained  with 
him  to  help  clear  and  improve  the  farm  and 
upon  that  property  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  in  ISKS. 

John  Herriman,  father  of  Leander  II.  Her- 
riman, was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  in 
1805,  near  Phelps,  Ontario  county,  and  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age  when,  in  1830, 
he  came  to  Macomb  coimty,  Michigan,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township.  Here  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  government  land  on 
the  Gratiot  road,  and  in  order  to  reach  his 
farm  he  had  to  cut  his  way  through  dense 
underbrush,  for  the  roads  at  that  time  had 
not  l)een  laid  out  to  any  great  extent  and 
there  was  much  hard  work  that  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  early  settler.    Mr.  Herriman  began  at 


once  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land.  He 
humed  the  timber  in  order  to  get  rid  of  it, 
for  there  was  then  no  market  for  wood.  The 
first  few  years  the  only  crops  that  he  coutd 
raise  were  corn  and  potatoes.  He  belonged 
to  that  class  of  resolute  frontiersmen,  who 
bravely  faced  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of 
life  in  the  west  in  order  that  they  might 
make  homes  for  their  families,  and  as  the 
years  passed  by  his  labors  were  rewarded 
by  a  comfortable  competence.  He  married 
.Matilda  Kirkham,  also  a  untive  of  the  Em- 
pire state. 

Leander  II.  Ilerdman  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Macomb  count\'  for  tl\e 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  Wlien 
only  ten  years  of  age  he  began  work  in  the 
fields  and  thus  was  unable  to  attend  school 
through  the  summer  months,  although  hi- 
continued  his  studies  in  the  winter  seasons 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  early  became 
familiar  with  farm  work  in  all  of  its  depart- 
ments and  continued  to  assist  his  father  un- 
til thirty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  rciiti'd  a 
farm  for  two  years.  At  the  same  time  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  laud  from  which 
he  cut  the  trees  and  then  sold  the  wood. 
"When  he  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age  he 
was  given  his  present  farm  and  this  has 
since  been  his  home.  Its  splendid  appear- 
ance indicates  his  careful  supervision  and 
shows  him  to  be  a  thrifty,  energetic  agricul- 
turist, who  thoroughly  understands  the  best 
methods  of  caring  for  the  fields.  All  of  the 
buildings  and  fences  upon  his  place  are  kept 
in  good  condition  and  the  farm  presents  a 
very  neat  and  thrifty  appearance.  Mr.  Her- 
riman has  made  many  improvements  here. 
He  rebuilt  a  large  barn  in  1902,  the  follow- 
ing year  erected  a  new  residence  and  he  has 
since  remodeled  the  house,  making  a  very 
pleasant  home.  During  the  past  ten  years 
he  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the 
dairy  business  and  his  stock  includes  some 
thoroughbred  Jersey  cows.  He  sends  all  of 
liis  milk  to  the  Chesterfield  eream^^rv  of 
which  he  was  oih'  of  the  (n'gnnizcrs  :,\u\  h 
now  a  sto('kliohlet-, 

Mr.  llerrinifin  hsis  liecn  iJi,irried  twice.  He 
first  wedded  Fannie  Warner,  it  daughter  of 
Keubeii  Warner,  of  New  York,  the  wedding 
taking  place  on  Novcmher  20,  1862.  TJiere 
were  five  children  born  of  this  marriage,  but 
only  one  is  living— Judson  G.,  who  was  the 
youngest  and  is  stni  with  his  father.  The  de- 
ceased are :  Edna  L.,  who  married  Fred  Dcr- 
ring,  of  New  Baltimore,  and  died  in  August, 
1893;  Jessie  V.,  the  wife  of  Monroe  lilakelev, 
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of  Chesterfield  townahip,  her  death 
November  25.  1895;  and  William  and  Allie, 
ivhi.  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  and  mother 
[liisKcd  awiiy  in  April,  1880.  For  his  second 
\vifi>  Mr.  li.'iTiiiiaii  chose  Phoebe  (Rogers) 
■\\nU\.  ii  (hiiL'ilitof  of  William  and  Lydia 
(iojreis,  of  Alma,  Gratiot  eonnty.  They  were 
iiiai-ried  Octoli.'r  22,  1884.  There  is  one 
i-liilcl  t>y  .Mi's.  Ilcrriuian's  former  marriage — 
Lydia  i.oiiiso.  the  wife  of  Marshall  Lefnrgey, 
a  fiiiiiitnri'  deali'r  and  undertaker  of  Mount 
MoD'JH,  .Miclii^jan.  Jfrs.  ITerriman's  father 
(vaK  lioi-ii  iti  Schoharie  county,  New  York, 
S<'pti'iiil>iT  1(>.  lS2(t,  and  in  1849  removed  to 
AliJia,  (iratiiit  t'onnty,  Michigan,  where  he 
opened  a  hlacksjiiith  shop,  conducting  that 
hnsiin'ss  imtil  1861.  He  then  enlisted  as  a 
private  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Volunteer  In- 
fanti\v.  The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to 
the  front  and  after  experiencing  the  usual 
hardships  and  rigors  of  war  he  was  mustered 
out  with  shattered  health  at  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Alma,  but  not  being  able  to  follow  his  trade, 
lie  retired  from  active  business  life.  "While 
visiting  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Herriman,  in 
1901^,  he  became  ill  and  died  on  the  24th  of 
IJeoeniber  of  that  year,  his  renmins  being 
taken  to  Alma  for  burial. 

i\lr.  Herriman  is  a  member  of  Jlilton 
^rantre  and  his  wife  is  lecturer  therein.  She 
lias  given  every  motherly  care  and  attention 
ti>  the  children  of  her  husband's  first  mar- 
riage. He  possesses  a  genial  disposition  and 
kindly  spirit  that  have  gained  him  many 
friends  among  his  neighbors  and  acquaint- 
ances in  Maeonib  county.  Here  he  has  spent 
bis  entire  life  and  is,  therefore,  largelj'  fa- 
miliar with  much  of  the  history,  develop- 
ment and  progress  here.  He  has  taken  just 
pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished  and  as 
an  agriculturist  he  has  borne  his  full  part  in 
the  work  of  advaneeiiient  and  jirogress 
alou^'lhiw  line. 


-Hiiix  : 

McCAFKEUTV,  -Hi. 
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'iiee  that  enables  them  to  put 
hoi'K.     To  this  class  belongs 
who.  for  a  number  of  years 

i'essfully 

eniraged  in   funning  and  in 

stock-raising  and  shipping.  He  has  always 
been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Bruce  township,  October 
20,  1838.  He  represents  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  here,  his  father,  John  Mc- 
Cafferty,  Sr..  having  arrived  in  this  county 
in  1826,  when  the  work  of  progress  and  im- 
provement had  been  scarcely  begun.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest  about  two  miles  from  Romeo.  There 
were  no  roads  and  only  a  trail  led  the  way 
to  his  place.  The  land  was  covered  with  the 
native  forest  trees  but  soon  the  sound  of  his 
ax  awakened  the  echoes  there  and  he  con- 
tinued the  work  of  cultivation  until  he 
had  opened  up  a  good  farm  which  was  made 
to  bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  He 
reared  his  family  upon  this  farm  and  there 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1861.  His  wife  died 
the  year  previous.  In  their  family  were  three 
sons  and  four  daughters  who  reached  adult 
age,  while  one  sister  and  a  brother  of  our 
subject  are  now  living. 

John  5Ic(_'afferty.  Jr.,  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  and  like  the  family  ex- 
perienced many  of  the  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties incident  to  life  on  the  frontier.  He 
was  educated  in  the  home  school  and  when 
not  occupied  with  tlie  duties  of  the  school- 
room worked  in  the  fields,  assisting  largely  in 
the  jilowing,  planting  and  harvesting.  Al- 
though his  educational  privileges  in  youth 
were  somewhat  limited  he  has  become  a  well 
infonned  man  as  the  yeai-s  have  passed  by. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majiu'ity  and  then  began  workhig 
by  the  month,  being  thus  I'lnployed  for  seven 
years,  remaining  with  two  men  during  that 
entire  period.  He  saved  his  earnings  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land,  becoming  the 
owner  of  forty  acres  which  was  covei-ed  with 
timber.  He  cut  down  the  trees,  grubbed  up 
the  stumps  and  in  course  of  time  had  ricli 
fields  where  before  stood  the  unbroken  for- 
ests. Later,  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
ereased,  he  bought  more  land  from  time  to 
time  and  eventually  became  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  This  he  after- 
ward traded  for  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres  on  section  6,  Ray  township, 
Ciist  of  Romeo.  This  was  a  well  improved 
and  valuable  property  and  Mr.  McCafferty 
paid  six  thousand  dollars  as  tlie  difference 
in  the  value  of  the  two  places.  Thus  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
all  of  Ray  township  and  in  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  engaged  in  raising 
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and  feeding  stock,  iiiiiklng  a  specialty'  of  fat- 
tening lambs  for  the  market,  usually  feeding 
and  fatteninjr  about  four  hundred  cat'li  win- 
ter. He  was  aotive  in  hia  farminj;  imd  stock 
raising  interests  until  1902,  when  lie  wilil  his 
farm  aud  removed  to  Borneo.  Hen'  lu'  is  en- 
gaged in  loaning  money  and  in  investing  in 
farm  and  t«wn  property.  lie  lias  iilso  Ix'cti 
a  director  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Juwiiranci' 
Company  for  fifteen  years  anil  foi-  twenty 
years  he  served  as  a  director  in  the  Armw.- 
da  Agricultural  AsMoeiation.  lie  has  ever 
been  interestetl  in  those  things  which  tend  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  agricultural  class, 
that  render  their  label's  more  effective  and 
produce  better  results,  and  in  all  his  work 
he  is  progressive  as  well  as  practical  and  by 
his  ready  adoption  of  modem  methods  his 
farm  was  made  to  yield  a  splendid  financial 
return. 

Mr.  McCafferty  was  luarried,  in  Armada, 
in  1862,  to  Miss  Louisa  Hewlett,  a  native  of 
Maooinl)  county,  who  M'as  bom  and  edneatefl 
in  Armada.  Thev  had  no  children  of  theii- 
own.  but  rwiivd  and  edueate.l  a  niece,  Miss 
Belle  Hewlett,  who  was  !;ni<liiated  fmni 
the  Hoineu  hi-h  school  and  die<l  Se|ile!iil)ei- 
14.  l!K);i.  Mr*.  i\Ic(:affe]ty  lost  his  wife  in 
1904,  her  death  occurring  on  the  7lh  of  April, 
of  that  year.  Mr.  mid  Mrs.  McCafferty  vis- 
ited her  sister  in  San  Francisco  ditriiiir  If^T-i. 
spending  five  weeks  in  California.  .Mr.  Me- 
Caiferty  now  has  a  niece.  Lena  Hewlett,  with 
him.  She  acts  as  her  uncle's  liousckeeper  ani! 
is  also  a  student  in  the  Itomeo  schools. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  McCatJ^erty  is  a 
stanch  democrat,  but  has  never  son^dit  oi'  de- 
sired office,  ]>referrin};  to  I'oncentriitc  bis  en- 
ergies and  attention  upon  liis  iiusiness  aH'airs 
and  other  interests.  In  .Masnnrv  he  has  at- 
tained the  lioyal  Arch  dejjree  and  has  served 
as  captain  of  the  chapter  for  several  teniis, 
"While  not  a  member  of  any  church  he  usually 
attends  the  services  of  the  Conyreifationat 
church  Hnd  contributes  lilienillv  to  its  sup- 
port. ITis  iiistorv  is  that  .if  a  nol.le  life  fn.m 
the  fact  tluit  liis  advaneenienl  has  heeii  ac- 
quired cntirelv  thnm^ih  his  own  labors. 

Though  no  land  is  richer  in  o|.ortiini(ies 
or  offers  greater  advantages  to  its  citi/ens 
than  America,  success  is  not  to  be  obtained 
through  desire,  but  must  be  persistently 
sought.  In  America  "labor  is  king,"  and  the 
man  who  resolutely  sets  to  woi'k  to  aceiirn- 
plish  a.  purpn>se  is  certain  of  success  if  ln'  has 
but  the  qualities  of  per.severancc.  untiring 
energy  and  jiractical  common  sense.  .Mr, 
McCafferty   is   one    whose   career    excites   the 


admiration  and  gains  the  rcs|)e<-t  of 
through  his  diligence  and  ]>et-sistent 
he  has  won  a  leading  ])lace  in  Uianeo. 


KKiiDJNAM)  W.  y].\'r/.. 

l-Vrdinaiid  W.  Mat/,  who  is  filling  the  otHce 
of  coimty  treasurer,  his  pi'omptuess  and  fidel- 
ity in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  winning 
him  commendation,  was  born  in  (Jermany. 
November  25,  1857.  aud  is  a  son  of  Ferdinand 
A.  and  Kmestine  (Sueow)  Matz,  who  were 
also  natives  of  (lerniaiiy  and  after  tlieir  mar- 
riage removed  to  Niagara  connt.w  Ne\v  ^'ork. 
while  in  1875  they  became  resj<leids  of  Clin- 
ton township,  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan. 
Here  the  father  piu-chased  a  tract  of  land  and 
carried  on  farming  throughout  his  remaining 
days.  He  passi'd  away  March  9,  1S98,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eightv-four  vears,  and  his 
wife  died  Novemlier  28.  1878.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  In  their  family  were  six 
ciiildren  of  whom  three  are  now  living,  name- 
ly: August,  a  resident  of  Sterling-  township; 
Charles,  who  is  living  in  Clinton  township; 
and  Ferdinand  W.  Those  deceased  are :  Fred, 
wiio  dicil  in  .South  Dakota:  Augnsta,  who 
dicil  at  tlu'  age  of  nine  years:  and  Ijouise. 
who  [.assed  away  at  the  a-v  of  nin<>teen  years. 

Ferdinand  W.  .Mat/  was  a  public  school 
student  in  (ferniany  until  fouiteen  years  of 
age  and  following  the  emigration  of  the  fam- 
ily to  Ainerica  he  spent  two  winter  seasons 
in  the  public  schools  of  Niagara  county,  New 
V'ork.  Ijaler  he  was  a  student  for  two  years 
in  l^ewiston,  New  York,  and  during  the 
sn)mner  months  he  worked  Uiion  a  farm.  In 
187.">  be  canu'  to  Michigan  with  bis  fatlier. 
the  family  home  being  estahlislied  in  Clinton 
township,  and  there  he  assisted  in  general 
agricultural  pursuits  until  ISHtl.  wlien  he 
iMmght  the  farm  of  his  father,  lie  still  owns 
the  old  homestead,  which  is  s]ilendidly  im- 
proved in  keeping  wilh  modern  ni<'thods. 
There  is  a  fine  residenci>  upon  the  jdaee.  two 
large  barns,  other  substantial  outbuildings, 
excellent  wells,  the  latest  improved  machin- 
ery, and  in  fact  ever.vthing  needed  to  keep 
his  farm  in  first  class  condition.  For  six 
years  he  has  been  secretary  of  th(!  <ieniuin 
Farmers  Fire  Insurance  Compatiy  of  Ma- 
comb and  "Wayne  counties  and  during  the 
period  of  liis  irK-nniheney  the  capital  stick 
was  increased  from  two  million,  five  hundred 
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thoiisaiitl  dolbii^  to  thrt 
dred  thousand  dollars. 
In  public  att'iiii^  he  is 
is  ii   well  luiowii  ;Hlvii,.;it 
(•ij)k's,  doir 


;iM  in  his  p.iw.T  10 
jrnnvtli  ^111. 1  insHiv  ih.-  sum-ss  .1 
IFo  «';ts  elwt.-d  tr.-a.sinvr  of  Miicmnl.  contity 
1)11  the  repiil)li<'iiii  ticket  in  VM2  hy  a  majority 
of  Wu-fQ  linndivil  iind  sixty-tive,  and  no  high- 
er testiiiLonial  of  his  capahlo  spvvice,  his 
|ironiptues8  and  ivlialiililv  cai:  !>e  given  tlian 
the  fact  that  he  was  ii.'-('K'<-t.'i.]  in  lilfli,  by  a 
iviajority  of  thirteen  Iniiiilicd  mid  uishty-six. 
He  belongs  to  the  (ii'mian  Liithcraii  ehnrelL 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  is  interesteil  in  al! 
that  pertains  t^»  the  niateriiil,  political  and 
moral  progrefw  of  his  eomniuuitv. 

On  the  10th  of  JFareh.  1S8(),  Mr.  .Mat/, 
was  Kiiited  in  nian-iai.'-e  to  Mis^;  Minnie  Bahl- 
inan,  a  dangliter  of  .loliu  Jiahhiian  of  Clinton 
townshij).  .\[aeoiLib  county.  Unto  them  have 
l)een  horn  seven  children.  Those  living  are: 
,^[illnie  E.,  tlie  wife  of  Alfred  BoHe,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  has  one 
(iaiiirhter— Loretta:  Ottilie.  Edgar  J..  Wil- 
[iain,  and  Marv,  all  at  iioiiie.  'I'liose  deceased 
are:     lleh'ii.  who  died  -laiinarv  1').  1S92;  and 


Ferdinand  .J.  W.,  wh 

0  died  -Mav  2H,  1902,  at 

the  age  of  seventeen 

years.     Mr.   Matu  has 

now  made  his  horn.' 

in    Maeoiiib  county  for 

thirty  yearn  and  dnri 

ing  thin  period  ha.s  wit- 

iiessed  many  elianges 

as  eonseentive  i>rogi'es>i 

WILMA.M  K    KlfACin-. 


William  F.  Kracht.  wlio  \> 
tion  of  city  clerk  and  is  alsi 
the  mamifaetiu'e  of  the  Ki-ai- 


ling  tile  posi- 
nnected  with 


leht,  liav 
■    father. 


and  ^ 


'  at  ; 


.■  life 


State 

Brandt,  also  a  native  of  Oni 
oeeurred  in  Mount  ('lemeiip 
sixty-four  years  of  asre.  lie 
time  and  energies  to  farming 
part  of  his  business  career, 
were  three  children.  The  i 
father.  Frederick    Brandt,  w 


,viis  a  native  of 
me  to  the  United 
I  to  Miss  i^Iiunie 
lanv.  His  death 
;  H-hen  he  was 
had  devoted  his 
during  the  early 
In  his  family 
iiaternal    grand- 


inn-  many  and  following  his  luiigidtion  to  Amer- 
ica became  a  resident  of  Rose\ille,  Macomb 
and  county,  Michigan,  -when,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
>rin-  ing.  He  died  in  1S71  at  the  age  of  sisty- 
th(^  eight  years, 
ii'ty.  William  F.  Kracht  pursued  his  education 

int\'  in  the  common  schools  and  after  putting  aside 
his  text-books  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabi- 
net-maker and  piano  manufacturer.  He  was 
employed  in  that  way  for  seven  years  in  De- 
troit, during  which  time  he  mastered  the  busi- 
ness in  e\<^ry  dc|)artmenl.  In  1884  he  came 
to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  established  a 
general  mercantile  store  which  he  conducted 
\\ith  success  until  1902,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  city  clerk.  He  still  has  busi- 
ness interests  here,  however,  having  been  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Kracht  Piano  Com- 
jiany,  and  he  now  devotes  the  greater  part 
of  his  leisure  time  to  invention,  having  made 
a  inimber  of  improvements  upon  the  piano 
and  several  new  devices,  which,  the  musical 
world  recognizes  as  valuable.  He  is  greatly 
interested  in  his  work  along  this  line  and 
l>ossesses  much  mechanical  skill  and  ability. 
In  December,  1884,  Mr.  Kracht  was  united 
ill  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Brandt,  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  Brandt  and  they  have  one  child 
—Harry  C.  Politically  Mr,  Kracht  is  a  re- 
publican and  in  11)02  was  elected  city  clerk 
b.v  a  majorit.v  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four.  That  his  service  was  capable  and  most 
satisfactorv  to  the  public  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1904  by  an  in- 
creased majority,  his  vote  being  five  hundred 
and  niuet.v-eight  in  excess  of  his  opponent's. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clem- 
ciLs  lodge,  X(..  6.  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  for  six- 
teen years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  for  six  vcars  was  secretary  of 
Lodge  No.  lfi:i,  K.  0.  T.  .M.  lie  is  also  con- 
lis  In-  nected  with  the  Jlotlei'n  Woodmen  of  Anier- 
(I'ove-  ||-;i.  .||id  the  Arbeiter  Society,  in  which  he  is 
I'lioil.  iiiiw  sen'ing  as  arbeiter.  He  is  popular  witli 
'■e|ire-  the  |ieople,  having  the  qualities  of  manhood 
f  this  which  gain  him  wann  friendship  and  high 
leriek  regard  and  in  business  and  political  circles 
da.v.  he  has  gained  a  prominent  place  in  Mount 
Clemens  and   .Maeonib   couTity. 


CHARLES  AMIEL  MILLEH. 

Charles  Amiel    Miller,    now   living  retired 

New  Baltimore,  has  for  forty  years  made 

s  home  iu  this  eount.v  and  lias  contributed 

substantial   measure    to   the    improvement 

Tier-      and    lipbuildiiig    of    the    city    in    which    he 


,  Google 


86 


PAST    AND    PRKSKXT    OK    .MACO.MH    COl'NTY 


lives  tlirou^h  his  activity  in  business  af- 
fairs and  co-operation  in  public  measures 
which  have  for  their  object  the  welfare 
iind  progress  of  the  locality.  He  was 
l)orn  in  Baden,  Germany,  October  16,  1846, 
jiear  old  Port  Strausburg,  a  son  of  Fred- 
erick C.  and  Louise  (Sulzer)  Miller,  also 
natives  of  Baden.  They  came  to  America  in 
1852,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
where  Frederick  Miller  conducted  a  meat  mar- 
ket until  September  3, 1864,  when  he  removed 
ti>  New  Baltimore,  Michigan,  and  purchased 
ii  meat  market  from  James  Hathaway.  This 
he  conducted  until  1882,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business  life.  He  is  still  a  stock- 
holder in  the  New  Baltimore  creamery  and 
also  in  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator  Com- 
pany and  he  yet  owns  his  farm  in  Cbi'ster- 
field  township,  near  New  Baltitiuifo.  }[<■  was 
at  one  time  a  member  of  the  imIv  isouiicil. 
and  has  been  active  and  intiiiciitiid  in  com- 
munity affairs.  He  made  two  trips  to  Eu- 
rope, the  first  in  1878  and  the  second  in  189IS, 
visiting  his  old  home  near  Fort  Strausbnrg 
and  also  relatives  living  in  Switzerland  He 
is  still  a  much  respected  citizen  of  Acw  Bal 
timore.  His  wife  died  there  of  pneumonia 
January  19  1895  Hir  fathu  Titob  bnlzei 
was  a  talented  musitian  He  was  idiii  ated  at 
the  University  of  Ileidelbeig  dennany  pui 
suing  a  course  of  cimI  enginttrin^  He 
taught  school  foi  a  mimhtr  of  peal's  and  in 
his  earlier  life  ht  was  a  soldiei  under  Napi 
letm  Bonaparte 

Charles  Amiel  AliUei  begm  his  cdncatHii 
in  the  public  schools  of  dernmii^  and  when 
seven  years  of  agt  cimt  with  his  patents 
to  the  United  States  continuing  his  cdin  i 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Philndtlphia  nn 
til  fourteen  years  of  agt  He  enter  d  upon 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  ^roeet> 
store,  where  he  lemaintd  for  a  \tai  and  ni 
1862  he  engaged  in  the  meat  business  which 
he  followed  m  tht  east  foi  two  ^lais  He 
removed  to  New  Baltmiore  Michigan  Tan 
iiary  8,  1865,  and  here  he  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  connection  with  his  father 
until  1882,  when  he  purchased  his  father's 
interest  and  was  sole  proprietor  until  1892, 
when  he  sold  out  and  is  now  living  retired. 
He  prospered  in  this  undertaking,  as  well  as 
in  other  lines  of  business  activity  to  which 
he  directed  his  efforts.  He  is  now  a  stock- 
holder ill  the  New  Baltimore  Creamery  Com- 
pany and  ill  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator 
(,'ompany,  and  in  1878  he  went  to  Colorado 
and  Idaho  to  investifratc  iiiiiiidir  interests  and 
make  investments. 


Mr.  Miller's  fellow  townsmen,  reeogniKing 
his  worth  and  ability,  have  frequently  called 
him  to  public  office.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  council  of  New  Baltimore  for  eleven  years 
and  justice  of  the  peace  for  six  years,  being 
elected  on  the  democratic  ticket,  his  political 
allegiance  having  always  been  given  to  that 
party.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  New  Bal- 
timore lodge,  1,  0.  0.  F..  and  also  of  New 
Baltimore  t*nt,  K,  0.  T.  M.  He  was  finance 
keeper  in  the  latter  in  188:1  and  was  instru- 
mental in  promoting  the  growth  of  the  tent 
until  it  is  now  in  thriving  condition.  He  is 
a.  devoted  and  helpful  member  of  the  New 
Baltimore  Congregational  chnrch. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1872,  Mr.  Miller  was 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Nelson,  a  daughter 
of  Neals  and  Catherine  X.^lson,  of  New  Bal- 
timore, iKith  (d-  whom  .lied  m  1899.  The  chil- 
dren of  .Mr.  mid  Mi'>;.  Miller  are:  Clara; 
Frederick  K.,  a  member  of  the  Macomb  coun- 
ty bar:  Jennie;  Yola,  who  died  October  24, 
1904;  Gusta,  an  assistant  in  the  New  Balti- 
more postofficc;  and  Pauline,  at  home.  In 
1900  Mr  Miller  visited  Colorado.  Utah  and 
New  Mexico  foi'  the  henetit  of  his  health  and 
letnrned  mneh  itnpnived  to  New  Baltimore, 
where  he  and  his  family  still  reside.  He  is 
a  man  of  sound  judgmenl,  who  has  won  suc- 
cess and  an  honorable  mniie  in   Ids  business 


JUDSON  S.  FARRAR. 

lliL  name  of  Judson  S.  Farrar  figures 
[loninnntly  in  connection  with  political, 
military  and  business  history  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  his  record  in  all  these  relations 
IS  one  ^vhieh  any  man  might  be  proud  to 
possess  it  having  been  characterized  by  un- 
swerving loyalty,  fidelity  and  capability.  He 
was  bom  in  Mount  Clemens,  August  23, 
183b  his  parents  being  Manson  and  Sibel 
Farrar.  He  pursued  his  education  in  the 
Mount  Clemens  district  schools  and  the  De- 
troit high  school,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1854  and  for  one  winter  term  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  a  country  school  in 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan.  "When  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  entered  mercantile 
life  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Babcock  & 
Farrar,  dealers  in  drugs  and  groceries,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  but  in  1861  he  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  this  store  to  W.  C.  High.  He 
was  led  to  this  step  by  his  desire  t<)  be  free  to 
enter  the  tlnion  army  and  he  served  through- 
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DiLt  the  Civil  war.lH-<-<)iiiiii-n  niemln't-of  Com- 
|p;iiiy  li,  Fifth  .Mit^hifrMii  VolTiiitocv  lulnn- 
iry.  He  wiiH  111  list  (' red  iiitd  Hcrvieii  on  the 
IDtli  of  June,  1861,  and  was  in  commaiul  of 
his  eoiii|>anv  a.s  enptain  al  the  siege  of  York- 
rowi)  aiul  tlir  l)att!es  of  Wi!liHnisburg,  Seven 
I'ines  ;uid  Fair  Oaks  and  during  the  severe 
lii;lilinK  iirouiid  liii-linioiid.  lie  was  in  eoni- 
iiiand  (if  lii(s  rcsjinieiit  at  .Malvern  Hill  and 
Harrison  i.jindinf.'  ai.d  in  .September,  1862, 
was  jii'onioted  to  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Miehifjan  Volunteers  and  eolo- 
nel  in  December  (if  the  same  year.  He  was 
in  eoiniuiiud  of  his  re^'iiuent  at  the  sieKe 
of  Sull'olli,  Virginia,  and  was  placed  in 
edinmand  of  Terry's  hrijrade  during  the 
iiiovenients  subsequent  to  the  retiriuf;  of 
].on!:street  from  Hutt'olk  in  May.  18(53.  lie 
was  also  ill  eonmiand  of  his  reMinient  in 
New  Yoi'k  eitv  durjii^;'  the  ;;reat  riots  ill 
■Inly,  18(i:i.  lie  afterward  rejoined  the  Army 
of  the  Potomae,  assij^ned  to  the  first  brigade, 
first  division,  second  army  c()rps.  He  com- 
iiijinded  IiIk  regiment  during  the  campaign, 
inelndini.'  the  movement  across  the  Rapidan, 
and  at  Jline  Run,. 

Colonel  Farrar  received  honorable  men- 
lion  and  reeoiumendation  for  promotion  in 
general  orders  from  Jla.jor  Fairbanks  and 
(ieiierals  Berry,  Terry,  Warren  and  Uen- 
eral  Nelson  A.  Miles.  lie  was  honorably 
discharged  from  service  March  29,  18(J4,  on 
a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disabilitv.  He  has 
ahvavs  been  interested  in  niilitarv  aft'airs 
and  during  the  years  of  1S;)1--J  lu;  M-as  adju- 
tant generiil,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral, of  the  state  troops  of  ilicbigan.  He 
has  long  maintained  pleasant  relations  with 
his  old  army  comrades  through  his  member- 
shi|i  in  11.  1>.  Terry  jiost.  No.  216,  (J.  A.  R., 
at  Mount  Clemens,  and  the  Loyal  Legion. 

Following  his  return  from  the  Civil  war 
Ceneral  Farrar  was  appointed  in  1866  to 
the  position  of  internal  revenue  collector  for 
the  fifth  district  of  Michigan  by  President 
•lohnson.  Prom  1867  until  1872  he  traveled 
through  "Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho  and 
I'tali,  heiiLg  engaged  in  mining  and  mercan- 
tile ventures.  In  the  year  1880  he  was  elect- 
ed register  of  deeds  of  Macomb  county  and 
served  f(n-  three  consecutive  terms,  and 
served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, after  which  he  was  appointed  United 
States  consul,  in  1887,  to  Port  Sarnia,  On- 
tario, by  ['resident  Cleveland,  acting  in  that 
eayiaeity  for  four  years.  Since  1895  he  has 
been  interested  in  the  coal  and  wood  busi- 
ness at  :\lount   Clemens  and    at  the  present 


writing,  in  lllUo,  is  treasurer  of  the  I^ousby 
Lumber  &  Coal  Company. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1864,  in  Geneva, 
New  York.  Oeneral  Farrar  was  married  to 
Miss  Carrie  Fldredge.  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert P.  FIdredge,  of  .\i(mnt  Clemens.  They 
had  one  son,  R.  .1.  Farrar,  who  died  Febru- 
ar.v  25.  IHDO.  A  daughter,  Kate,  is  the  wife 
of  John  H.  Snook,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
two  daughters— Belle  and  Grace — are  at 
home.  Another  member  of  their  household 
is  Marion,  a  daughter  of  Robert  J.  and  Cas- 
sie  (Brehler)  Farrar,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. (Jeneral  Farrar  belongs  to  Mount 
Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.  He  is 
a  generous-spirited,  broad-minded  man  and 
a  true  type  of  the  American  spirit  and  an 
embodiment  of  that  progress  which  in  the 
last  few  vears  has  drawn  to  this  countrv 
the  admiring  g«v.e  of  the  nati(ms  of  the 
world. 


OLNFY  (MJLVBR. 


Olney  Culver,  who  is  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture and  nnderlaking  linsiness  of  Richmond, 
was  born  in  Maeomb  township,  Macomb 
county,  .Michigan,  Jul,\'  28,  1852.  His  father, 
Oavid  Culver,  was  born  near  Syracuse,  New 
York,  and  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Culver,  who 
died  during  the  early  boyhood  of  David  Cul- 
ver. The  latter  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early 
period  in  the  development  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  settling  on  section  2,  Macomb  township, 
where  he  transformed  a  tract  of  land  into  a 
valuable  farming  ]»roperty.  He  was  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  and  the  general  welfare  was 
a  ]natter  of  deep  inter(.^t  to  him.  He  mar- 
ried Lydia  Pendell.  who  was  also  born  near 
Syracuse.  New  York,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1858.  while  he  passed  away  in  1863.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Lorenzo,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  became 
a.  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  serving  with  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  until  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  after- 
ward joined  the  navy  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  a  year.  He  made  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1872. 

Olney  Culver,  the  youngest  son  of  the  fam- 
ily, spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm, 
working  in  the  fields  through  the  summer 
months  while  in  the  winter  seasons  he  attend- 
ed the  public  schools.  When  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  spent  a  year  in  Hillsdale.  Michigan. 
and  afterward  spent  four  years  in  .Muskegon, 
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iiichigaii,  \vln;i-(i  lie  clerked  iu  u  dfy-goods 
store.  He  afterward  removed  to  Bichiiiond 
and  secured  a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  Cooper 
&  Son,  while  subsequently  he  spent  some  time 
in  the  river  towns  in  the  service  of  different 
boats.  In  May,  1886,  he  came  to  Eiehonond 
and  purchased  the  furnitnre  and  undertaking 
business  of  Thomas  Dennison  and  has  since 
been  identified  with  mercantile  pnrsuits  of 
this  city,  lie  has  a  well  equipped  store  and 
has  secured  a  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1883,  was  celelirated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Culver  and  Miss  Libbie 
Gilbert,  who  was  born  in  Memphis,  Michigan, 
where  her  father,  Alvin  Gilbert,  conducted  a 
hotel  for  many  years.  Shp  represents  an  old 
and  prominent  family  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  have  one  child,  Inez. 
Mr.  Culver  has  ser\'ed  as  treasurer  of  the 
school  hoard  for  the  past  twelve  years  and 
has  filled  other  village  offices,  takinji  active 
interest  in  affairs  pertaining  to  public  prog- 
ress. He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge 
and  has  several  times  filled  all  its  chairs.  lie 
is  practically  a  self-educated  man  and  is  well 
informed,  Iceeping  in  touch  with  the  general 
progress  of  the  times  along  all  lines.  Ilis  po- 
sition as  a  citi/en  and  business  nuui  is  envi- 
able and  he  en.foys  the  wariti  regard  of  sill 
with  whom  he  has  l)mi  associjitcd. 


WILLI  VMK   (  Oil 

"William  U,  Colt,  engaged  in  ii  iiii  i  I 
dairying  in  Harrison  townsliip  his  ii  \  1 
lent  and  very  desirable  f  um  i  ioiRit\  i  f  m 
hundred  and  forty  acres  com  ni  nth  located 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  i  th  i  niithoust 
in  Mount  Clemens  Living  u  Mi  li  ii  sunt 
1868,  he  is  thoroughly  idintiti  d  w  tl  its  ni 
terests  and  is  a  typical  eiti/  i  f  1h  i  iddlt 
west — enterprising  ind  t  m  i  ^i  tn  1 1<  h  jis 
bom  in  Geneva,  New  loik  Iiiuiaiv  h  lh4i 
His  father,  Edward  Cole  was  i  iiatni  of 
England  and  when  nine  Mai-s  of  aj,e  ^^ent 
to  sea  and  followed  that  life  until  eighteen 
yeara  of  age,  visiting  th  1  admg  seapoit 
towns  of  the  old  world  He  came  to  the  new 
world  when  a  young  man,  settling  first  m 
the  state  of  New  York  and,  learning  the  trades 
of  painting  and  decorating,  he  followed  those 
pursuits  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
married  at  Geneva,  New  York,  to  Miss  Mary 
Gilbert,  an  English  lady,  bom  in  the  city  of 
London,  and  he  reared  his  family  in  the  Em- 
pire state.  Later  he  came  west  to  Michigan 
find  spent  bis  last  years  in  Adrian. 


William  R.  Cole  was  reared  iu  thu  state 
of  his  nativity  and  had  good  school  advan- 
tages in  early  life.  He  learned  the  machin- 
ist's trade  and  afterward  followed  that  pur- 
suit in  eastern  New  York,  bnt  in  1868  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Detroit,  where  he  es- 
tablished a  shop  and  salesrooms,  there  engag- 
ing in  the  manufacture  of  guns.  He  built 
u]>  a  nice  business,  which  he  conducted  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in  the 
maniifacture  of  electrical  goods — ^his  being 
the  first  enterprise  of  that  character  in  the 
state.  He  manufactured  telephone  appara- 
tns  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  seven 
years  and  then  mannfaetured  a  similar  line 
of  goods  for  himself.  He  patented  a  switch- 
board, which  was  a  very  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  telephone  system,  and  is  the  largest  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  a  six 
thousand  wire  switchboard,  built  for  the  De- 
troit Telephone  Company.  Mr.  Cole  has  se- 
cured a  number  of  patents  upon  valuable  in- 
ventions in  electrical  apparatus  which  he  has 
pi-oduced,  having  taken  out  altogether  sixty 
patents.  He  manufactured  and  sold  his  own 
ap]>aratiis.  Among  other  useful  devices 
whicli  lie  piileiiU'd  was  the  cash  carrier,  used 
in  large  slorcs  to  carry  the  currency  to  the 
ciisbicr'w  desk.  Mr.  Cole  remained  an  active 
husiii.-sN  tii;iii  of  Detroit  for  tliirly  years  and 
was  largely  identified  with  its  industrial  de- 
veloiiincnt. 

In   l-^'lli    Ml'    <'  I        iMMvd     to     Macomb 
il  Itl     ill  iitinned   to   carry   on 

1  IS  ji  s  1  I  1)  I  t  t  t  )  01  three  years 
1  i^  I  Wh  1  h  m  h  ic  he  first  pur- 
Lhisid  cigliti  lues  of  land  when,  he  now 
lesides  and  began  faimmg  and  he  has  since 
puichas(d  moie  Imd  until  lit  now  owns  one 
bundled  and  foit^  acies  Hi  has  elected  a 
buck  lesidenee  good  bams  and  outbuildings 
and  has  planted  a  large  oiehaid  with  a  fine 
^aiiet\  of  fiuit  Mr  Cole  now  demotes  his 
attention  to  the  manageuKnt  and  improve- 
ment of  his  faim  and  his  Detroit  property 
and  his  place  m  Hairison  township  is  well 
impioved  and  yields  to  him  a  good  return 
foi  the  eaiL  and  laboi  which  he  bestows 
upon  it 

Mr.  Cole  was  married  m  Detroit,  m  May, 
1870,  to  Miss  Josephine  Rankin,  who  was 
bom  in  Lansing,  Michigan,  but  was  reared 
in  Wisconsin  and  Detroit.  Her  father  was 
E.  P.  Rankin,  who  for  thirty  years  was  a  gov- 
ernment official  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cole  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Richard  N.,  who  holds  an  important 
position  in  Yjikoo  City,  Mississippi;  Iniogene, 
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riK-  wif.M.f  Cliiii-lcs  .Martin,  otM>ti-oit-  S^n'ali, 
il!c  wife  uf  (l.'uf-c  Lcii!iHi;ieki.T,  of  Momit 
rl<>iin-iis:  ana  \-:d\\-.\n\  V...  a  voiiiiji  iiinii  at 
iioMio  with  liis  !i;if.>iits.  One  (liitij:liti'i'.  Laura. 
,\H-i\  w\n-u  al>out  four  vciirs  old. 

I'olitii'allv  .Ml-.  Coh  is  a  stmu'h  ropiilili- 
rad  Mild  oast  liis  Hrst  liallot  lor  (iriieval  (inuit 
ill  18liS,  siiuv  whicli  tiiJU'  he  Jiiis  jifvcf  faitwl 
to  vote  at  a  pri-siidoiitial  i-iccti.ni.  Ih-  lia« 
livL-d  foi'  thii-tv-scvi'ti  veai'K  iti  tliisi  part  of 
Ilir  slate,  wlien'  Ik-  is  widi-ly  Uiunvii,  and  liis 
hil)Oi-s  liavu  i-oiili'il)iit<'d  to  its  matoi-ial  ilrvcl- 
opiMOut  wliih-  liis  itifliiriio,.  has  .1,  -ivi'ii  in 

l.wy,d  -nod.  aiiil  to-dav  h.-  is  1hr  chaminnn 
1,1'  wliati-vw  protiiiscs  for  i'liliiiv  -rowlh  and 
ii(i|irowjiiout. 


"WILidA.M  I.',  SMITH. 
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-liiiv,  -MaiTli  II).  1«4H.  He  was  tlu'tv  rwiri'd. 
i-,.<-<'iviii-  a  faif  Kn-lisli  .■du<-atinn  and  when 
lliict.'i'n  veai-s  of  a^'^■  he-  h-iu-wd  tho  dnif,riNt 
Inisin.'ss  with  whi.-li  he  was  idontificd  f(U'  si'V- 
rnd  vcars.  IK-  lati'r  was  (^)iinocted  witli  bis 
father  in  tin-  same  biisitu'ss  for  four  v.-ai-s. 
Whili"  still  a  ivsid.'ut  of  Knuland  Mr.  Smith 
^^as  iiiiitcd  in  niarriajii'  in  tlu'  idtv  of  London, 
-•11  llic  4tli  (d'  Juno.  187-2.  to  Miss  Cathoi-iao 
Willson,  who  was  hocii  and  irafvd  in  Liiicohi- 
.hiiv,  Tlii'v  bwainc  tlu'  |>airnts  of  t'oiii-  cliil- 
itrii  while  slid  ivsidenis  of  Knsiland.  Soon 
nft.M-  their  niarria-v,  however,  Mr.  an<l  .Mrs. 
smilh  eiiii^'rah-<!  to  llie  new  world,  sellliiisr  in 
Kansas,  Ind  remained  for  onlv  niiii'  months. 
after  wliieli  tliev  retiiriie(i  to  tile  land  of  their 
iialivitv  on  a.-eoiint  of  tlie  deatli  of  Mr. 
Smiths  father.  Mr.  Smith  IIk'd  reinained  in 
i-:nirland  in  order  to  settle  n|i  the  father's 
■  stale  aiKl  enya-ed  in  farmin-  there  to  .some 
latent.  In  1H7!)  he  returned  with  his  faiiidy 
lo  the  fniti'd  States,  loeatinj;'  in  .Metaiiiora, 
l-apeer  eonnty.  Miehiiian.  wliere  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hantl  hv  the  inoiitli  for  four  or  tivi* 
.^■ear.s.  lie  afterward  removed  t-i  Oaklmid 
'■oiiiitv.  tliis  state,  where  he  rented  a  farm, 
eonlinuinf.'  its  eidtivatjon  until  18!I7.  In  the 
s|)i'injr  of  that  year  he  eaiiie  to  Maeonih 
eonnty,  settlinj;  on  a  farm  where  he  now  n'- 
sides  and  here  lie  has  siuee  I'arried  on  agri- 
eultnni!  pursuits,  {'peratinji  a  jrood  tract  of 
land  of  one  liuticlred  iuul  seventv-fivp  acres, 
lie  also  raises  -ood  ^N'ades  of  stoel;.  inelndinjr 


slioi'tdiorn  eattle.  Jersey  hogs  and  nampshire 
shee]i.  lie  is  a  successful,  thorough  fanner 
and  stock-raiser  and  an  enterprising  business 
mail,  lie  owes  his  aiiecess  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  for  he  started  otit  in  life  in  limited 
financial  circumstances. 

Unto  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  lieeu  born 
eijiht  children,  namely:  John,  who  was  born 
ill  EnKland  and  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a 
hoj'se  when  a  little  lad  of  four  years;  Mary 
and  Kthel  at  home;  John,  who  is  married  and 
follows  farmiiiL:  near  Pavnesville.  Michigan; 
ISenjamin  ().,  a  resident  of  J'aviiesville ;  Edith, 
who  is  a  student  in  Oakland  eouiitv.  Miehi- 
^'an;  Kli/ahetli.  who  died  at  Ihe  age  of  two 
\'ear,s:  and  Kdward,  who  died  in  iiifanev. 

in  his  politieai  views  .Mr.  Smith  is  a  repub- 
lieaii  and  his  sons  are  also  identified  with  that 
organization.  He  was  elected  and  served  as 
highway  commissioner  but  has  never  aspired 
to  office,  preferring  to  give  his  luidivided  at 
tentioii  to  his  business  affairs,  lie  is  now 
identified  with  the  peo|de  of  .Macomb  eonnty 
in  all  its  varied  public  interests  and  no  native 
son  of  the  stab'  is  ntoir  loval  to  its  welfare 
and  progress  than  Mr,  Smith.  He  biis  won 
and  .jnstiv  merits  the  contidenee  and  csteent 
of  the  cmnnuinitv  and  in  iiis  life  he  displays 
.[iialities  which  aiv  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


WILLIAM   II.   MILLLU. 

William  11.  Miller,  holding  Ihe  iiositioii  of 
eitv  tri'asurer,  was  born  in  .Maeomb  t.Mvii- 
shi|>,  Macomb  eonidv.  Mav  1.1.  1870.  his  par- 
ents being  John  1).  and  Prederika  { Freder- 
Jek)    Miller,    both    of    whom    were    natives   of 
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The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  after 
following  that  pursuit  for  some  years  he 
turned  liis  attention  to  farinin<r.  His  deatli 
occurred  wlien  he  was  .sixtv-eight  vears  of 
age  ami  he  is  slill  survived  bv  his  wife.  In 
their  faniilv  were  eleven  children,  of  whom 
William  11.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Those  still  living  arc:  Augusta.  John,  An- 
■rust,  William  11..  Charles  and  Julius,  all  in 
Maeoinb  couiitv.     Five  died  in  infaiiev. 

William  11.  Miller  attended  a  (lermaii 
school,  hut  hi.s  advantages  alonir  that  line  were 
limited.  He  began  farming  in  his  youth  ami 
followed  that  pursuit  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  lie  then  entered  a  grocery  store, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years,  being  em- 
jiloyed  first  as  a  delivery  boy  and  afterward 
as  a  clerk.  Tjater  he  purchased  a  saloon, 
which  he  eoudncted   for  four  years,  when  he 
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sold  out  and  was  then  employed  as  a  motor- 
man  for  tlie  Rapid  Transit  Ooiiipany.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  his  former  saloon  at 
Nos,  80-82  Maeomb  street,  and  he  is  still  con- 
ducting a  sample  room,  in  partnership  with 
Henry  Peters,  under  the  firm  style  of  Peters 
&  MUler. 

In  the  spriu}>;  of  1!K)4  he  was  elected  city 
treasurer  of  Mount  Clemens  on  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  receiving  an  excellent  majority. 
He  has  long  been  one  of  the  earnest  workers 
for  his  party,  and  his  eft'orta  liave  not  been 
without  good  result. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  18^3,  j\lr.  .Miller 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Scboultz,  a  daughter  of 
John  SchoTiltz,  of  JIacomb  township,  and 
their  children  are:  Oscar,  Elmer,  Esther, 
Donald  and  Hilda,  Mr.  Miller  has  many 
friends,  for  he  is  a  luan  of  social  disposition 
and  obliging  nature  and  he  is  now  making 
for  himself  a  creditable  record  as  a  city  offi- 
cial. 


DARIUS  HARRIS. 

After  many  years  of  active  connection 
with  agricultural  pursuits  Darius  Harris  is 
now  living  retired  in  Romeo.  He  was  for- 
merly accounted  one  of  thi'  thi'ifty  iind  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  Ma<-o}iil]  I'umit.v  and  is 
a  native  son  of  this  coiinlv,  l>i)ni  December 
11,  1830.  His  father,  Jat^oh  Harris,  was 
born  in  Ulster  county.  New  York,  April  10, 
1791,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  Harris,  like- 
wise a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  "When  a 
lad  of  fourteen  years  lie  enlisted  in  defense 
of  the  cause  of  liberty  and  remained  with 
his  command  until  British  supremacy  in  the 
colonies  was  overthrown. 

Jacob  Harris  was  reared  to  nmiihood  in 
New  York,  wedding  Jliss  Elizabeth  Oziah, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a  daughter  of 
Anthony  Oziah,  who  was  also  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  and  was  a  native  of  Prance, 
coming  to  this  country  with  General  La 
Fayette,  under  whom  he  served  during  the 
war  for  independence,  and  when  General 
La  Payette  again  came  to  this  country  fifty 
years  latei  he  visited  Mr.  Oziah.  Mr.  Har- 
ris followed  farming  in  Ulster  county,  New 
York,  clearmg  and  cultivating  two  or  three 
different  tract'*  of  land  there  before  he  came 
to  Michigan  Six  children  were  born  to 
him  and  his  wife  m  New  York  and  two  more 
in  Michigan.  In  1829  he  came  to  the  west 
and  purchased  govern iii cut  laml  on  section 


'S5,  Washington  township,  Jlacoinlj  coiuity. 
He  then  returned  home  and  in  1830  brought 
his  family  to  Michigan,  arriving  in  Detroit 
on  the  10th  of  May  of  that  year.  Soon  after- 
ward he  began  active  work  upon  his  farm, 
chopping  down  the  trees,  clearing  away  the 
brush  and  tilling  the  soil,  and  in  course  of 
time  thus  opened  up  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  The  old  patent  to  the  land 
was  signed  by  General  Jackson,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  is  in  posses- 
sion of  Darius  Harris,  The  father  reared  his 
family  on  the  old  homestead  which  he  ini- 
ju'oved,  and  there  spent  his  last  years,  his 
death  occurring  in  1864,  while  his  wife,  who 
was  bora  in  1792,  passed  away  in  1872.  Mr. 
Harris  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  his 
locality,  living  there  at  a  time  when  his 
neai'est  neighbors  were  miles  away  and  wiien 
all  was  wild  and  luideveloped,  but  as  thc^ 
years  |)assed  he  overcame  the  hardships  and 
difficulties  of  pioneer  life  and  g'ained  a  place 
among  the  successful  agriculturists  of  his 
adopted  county.  In  his  family  were  eight 
(ihildren — four  sons  and  four  daughters,  who 
reached  mature  years,  while  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  yet 'living,  the  brother 
of  our  subject  being  Jonathan  W.  Harris,  a 
farmer  of  Shelby  township. 

There  was  not  ntuch  that  whs  unusual  in 
the  boyhood  and  youlh  uf  Daiius  Harris, 
who  worked  as  did  most  of  llic  fanner  lads 
of  that  period,  while  in  the  eunuiion  schools 
he  acquired  his  education.  He  remained 
upon  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  until  the 
latter's  death,  and  he  afterward  purchased 
the  intcfest  of  some  of  the  other  heirs  anil 
thus  beeiiii.c  owner  of  one  iiujidi'ed  and 
twenty  iicres  of  the  old  liomestemL  He  e(m- 
tinued  its  <-ultivatioti  foi-  a  number  of  years 
and  then  so!d  that  ])ropei'ty  and  bought  and 
I'cmovetl  to  .Macomb  township,  where  he 
cleared  and  made  a  farm,  continuing  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  there  for  some 
years.  His  next  move  was  to  Disco,  where 
he  lived  for  about  eight  years,  and  in  1892 
he  took  up  his  abode  where  he  now  resides. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  fourteen  acres  here, 
adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  Romeo,  and 
now  lives  retired,  merely  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  his  place.  He  bnilt  a  good  barn  and 
has  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive  resi- 
dence. Considerable  leisure  time  is  left  to 
him  and  his  rest  is  certainly  well  merited. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  in  Macomb 
coimty,  February  19,  1892,  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Harris,  a  native  of  Erie  county.  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Eliza- 
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lieth  (WoiiiU'i-)  Lintz,  iijitive«  of  Peiiusyl- 
vfiiiia.  Her  frtther  Wiis  born  February  15, 
1817,  and  die<l  MaucU  21,  1887,  but  her 
niothor,  whose  birth  oecnrred  July  12,  1817, 
is  MtiU  living  and  is  a  resident  of  Macomb 
riiiLiitx-.  Fmm  tlit'ir  uative  state  they  re- 
jiiiivimI  til  Eri(i  county.  New  York,  and  eamc 
to  ArichigiiTi  duriiij;  the  ehildhood  of  Mrs. 
Harris,  she  being  tben  a  young  girl  of  about 
I'lin-eo  years.  Slie  was  reared  in  Sfacomb 
i-oiuity  aufl  in  ivirly  womanhood  engaged  in 
tefiehiriH  ;tt  diltVn'iit  tiiiiOH  until  )ier  first 
niiin'i-ige,  w]ii-ii  nbc  lieciinie  tlie  wife*  of  Dr. 
Klijiih  X.  lliirris.  an  iiudle  of  Diirius  Har- 
ris. Following'  his  death  she  agnin  engaged 
ill  teaching  for  ten  years. 

I'olitically  IJai'ius  Harris  has  been  a  life- 
long republican,  easting  his  firat  presiden- 
tiiil  ballot  for  John  CI.  Fremont  and  voting 
for  every  nominee  on  the  republican  ticket 
since.  He  served  as  overseer  of  highways 
for  sixteen  years  but  otherwise  has  never 
lieen  an  office-seeker.  Mr.  Harris  belongs  to 
Ihe  Masonic  fraternity  and  has  served  as 
deacon  and  is  now  treasurer  of  his  lodge. 
He  became  a  !Mason  in  Macomb  lodge  and 
acted  as  its  treasurer  for  ten  years.  He 
afterward  demitted  to  Romeo  lodge  and  for 
four  years  has  taken  care  of  its  finances.  In 
I'firly  life  he  greatly  enjoyed  himting  and 
killed  many  deer,  turkeys  and  otlier  wild 
>;aiiie.  He  spent  one  season  in  estimating 
timber  in  the  pineries.  He  is  familiar  with 
many  pioneer  experiences  and  what  to  many 
peoi)le  are  matters  of  history  are  known  to 
him  as  an  actual  witness  or  participant  in 
the  occurrence.  He  tells  many  interesting 
tales  of  the  early  days  in  Macomb  county 
;itid  his  mind  bears  the  impress  of  tlie  trans- 
formation that  has  occurred  as  it  has  merged 
from  a  wilderness  and  swamp  and  become 
one  of  the  leading  counties  of  this  great 
commonwealth.  He  has  done  his  full  share 
in  the  work  of  public  progress,  leading  a 
blameless,  honorable  life,  and  thus  his  up- 
right character  and  worth  have  eoannended 
him  to  the  confidence,  good  will  find  trust  of 


JOHN  F.  W.  KANDT. 

John  F.  W,  Kandt,  who  is  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  Utica,  was  born  March  31, 
1852,  in  Niagara  county.  New  York,  his  par- 
ents being  Pred  and  Eieka  (Schultz)  Kandt, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pomerania, 
Cienaany.    The  father  came  to  America  about 


1846,  settling  in  Niagara  county.  New  York, 
where  he  followed  the  cooper's  trade.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  took  up  Ms 
abode  where  he  now  lives  in  Macomb  county, 
Owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  acres  of  valuable  land.  His  wife  died 
June  8,  1892.  In  their  family  were  eight 
children,  as  follows :  Biidolph,  deceased ; 
John  P.  W. ;  Johannes,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  is  now  conducting  a  saloon  in  Mount 
Clemens ;  llenrj',  who  is  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  .Mount  Clemens;  Julius, 
who  lives  ou  the  canal  road  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, Macomb  county;  Charley,  who  conducts 
a  hotel  in  Dearborn,  JVfichigan;  David,  who  is 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Mount  Clemens; 
and  Amiel,  who  is  living  on  the  home  place 
in  Macomb  township. 

John  F.  "W.  Kandt  punsued  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  and  in  the  German 
school  in  this  county,  having  been  only  two 
,vears  of  age  when  brought  b,v  his  parents  to 
Michigan.  He  left  school  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  and  afterward  worked  on  the  home 
farm  until  eighteen  yeai-s  of  age,  when  he 
began  carpentering,  following  that  trade  un- 
til twenty-nine  years  of  age.  He  then  estab- 
lished a  saloon  in  Utica,  which  he  conducted 
for  eighteen  years  and  met  with  very  good 
success  in  the  business,  acetimulating  thereby 
a  eomfoi'table  competence.  He  afterward 
worked  for  three  years  at  carpentering  and 
later  embarked  in  his  present  business,  being 
now  a  leading  merchant  of  Utica,  carrying  a 
well  selected  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries  and 
ladies'  fiiniisbini^s.  To  this  enterprise  he  is 
in  partnersl,i|.  ivitli  Wiiliinii  F.  Pomp.  They 
also  sell  f^rni  iniii'liiin'iy  ;ind  otlier  heavy 
machinerj"  and  iir.  Kandt  is  the  o^vner  of 
the  Kandt  Block  in  Utica,  which  he  built. 

In  187r»  Mr.  Kandt  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  Peters,  a  dfiughter  of  Gotlieb  and 
Caroline  Peters.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  (lermany  and  on  coming  to  America  set- 
tled in  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  a  mason  and 
he  also  engaged  in  conducting  a  store  at  one 
time  ill  Waldenburg.  Enlisting  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war  he  participated  in  a  number 
of  important  engagements  and  was  taken 
prisoner,  being  confined  in  Andersonville 
prison  for  eighteen  months.  He  was  in  the 
army  altogether  for  three  years  and  is  now 
living  in  Mount  Clemens. 

Sir.  and  Mrs.  Kandt  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Louise,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 12.  1877,  is  the  wife  of  William  F. 
Pump  and  for  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage 
she  engaged  in  teaching  school;  Pred  "W.,  a 
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graduate  of  the  sclwols  »t'  Utica,  was  born 
March  8,  1880,  aud  is  now  engaged  in  car- 
pentering ill  Detroit;  Johnnie  died  in  in- 
fancy; William,  born  May  1,  1883,  was  grad- 
uated in  tlie  "Utica  high  school  and  clerks  in 
his  father's  store;  Rosa  A.,  who  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Utiea  high  school,  is  engaged 
in  teaching  in  this  village ;  Mabel,  born  Au- 
gust 14,  1889,  is  a  junior  in  the  high  school; 
Josephine,  born  December  21,  1890,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  sophomore  class;  Kuth  died  when 
ten  months  old ;  and  liayinond,  born  April  16, 
1896,  is  a  public  school  student. 

Mr.  Kandt  is  a  deiiiocrHt  in  politics  and 
for  many  years  has  been  highway  commis- 
sioner, while  for  ten  years  he  served  as  alder- 
man in  Utiea.  He  formerly  helonged  to  the 
Ijutheran  church.  In  all  his  business  deal- 
ing he  has  been  strictly  reliable  and  honor- 
able and  it  has  been  through  his  close  appli- 
cation and  diligence  that  he  has  won  the  sne- 
i'ess  that  bi'  now  enjoys. 


JULirs  J>l.\(iEL. 

Julius  Pingel,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Pahaee  Livery  of  Mount  neiiiens,  wsis  l.oni 
in  Mac()iiib  toivusJiip,  .\fiicuiiib  i-oiiiitv,  Au- 
gust 11.  lf*r)l',  his  |)Mri'iits  lieiiij!'  -lobii  V.  itnd 
Elizabetli  ClV'ssiii)  I'in-el,  who  wm-  natives 
of  Germaiij'.  'i'lie  fathei\  i\ho  wa.s  a  farmer 
by  occuiiatJon,  became  a  resident  of  .Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  although  after  coming  to 
America  he  settled  first  near  Niagara  Palls. 
He  was  at  that  time  twenty  years  of  age. 
After  a  brief  period,  however,  he  removed 
to  Blaeomb  county,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  death,  spending  his  last 
days  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  passed 
away  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
He  was  the  only  member  of  his  father's  fam- 
ily to  come  to  America.  Julius  Pingel  of  this 
review  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren and  he  had  a  twin  sister,  Lena,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Noose,  of  Denver, 
Colorado.  The  others  yet  living  are:  Charles, 
who  resides  in  Toledo,  Ohio:  John,  Henry 
and  Albert,  of  Mount  Clemens;  and  Augusta. 
the  wife  of  August  Rostman,  of  Macomb 
township.  Those  deceased  are :  Elizabeth, 
Tille  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

Julius  Pingel  was  a  student  in  the  German 
school  in  his  early  boyhood  days  and  when 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  working  in 
Oakraft's  brickyard  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  he  remained  for  five  years.  ITe  then 
engaged  in  farming  for  six  years  and  in  1884 


he  eaini'  to  Moinit  Clemens,  where  be  turned 
bis  attention  tii  driiying,  being  connected  with 
his  In'otber  -l(>]ni  in  this  Imsiness  for  on^.* 
year.  11,-  aftei'wanl  condueted  a  bus  lim- 
for  five  ycHfs  in  conn>rtii)n  with  drnying  and 
OTi  the  expiration  of  that  ]H-rioil  he  sold  his 
interest  to  bis  brolber  and  pnivbased  an  in- 
terest in  the  I'alaee  Ljvefv.  with  LodenicI; 
&  Posm-i-.  Tliev  estahlisbed  a  bai'n  whicli 
they  eondneti'd  inider  the  Jiamc  of  tlio  Palac- 
Livery  Company,  Limited.  'I'liree  years  later 
the  firm  became  I'osner  &  Pinj.^el.  tin.'  senior 
member  of  the  original  firm  retii'ing.  Simn 
afterwai-d  a  change  in  tbc  on-iH'rshi|i  madi.' 
the  tirm  name  Xank  &  I'inirej.  the  new  part- 
ner bi-iiig  W.  v.  Xank.  The  business  was 
condneled  niidef  tlie  name  of  the  Palace  Liv- 
ery ajid  in  Ajn'il,  19(W.  Frank  lieiehrath  pur- 
chased an  interest  and  is  now  pai-t  ownei'. 
This  is  the  leading  establishment  of  the  kind 
in  Mount  Clemens.  They  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  irood  horses  and  a  fine  line  of  carriages 
and  other  v<'liieles  and  the  business,  which  is 
eonslantly  inei-easiug.  has  already  reached 
exlensivi-  and  jn'ofi table  proportions. 

.Mr,  I'in-el  was  nuirned.  in  1884,  to  Miss 
Annie  Beunait,  a  dauji'liter  of  John  Beunait 
of  .\laeomb  t<nvnsbip,  and  their  children  are: 
I'^idith.  Louis,  Walter,  Nora,  Clarence,  John. 
Carl,  Alfred  and  Masie.  Mr.  Pingel  is  a 
maTi  of  generous  impulses,  devoted  to  his 
family,  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be 
]>roud.  lie  ah'.o  possesses  good  business  qnal- 
ifications  and  has  already  won  success,  whieh 
is  very  desirable. 


JOSEPH   (iliAFF. 

Joseph  Grafi!  is  a  self-made  man,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  and  dairying  on 
section  IB,  Chesterfield  township.  He  was 
born  in  Dell,  France,  April  5,  1847,  his  par- 
ents beiiig  Antoiiie  and  Kate  (Teller)  Graft'. 
The  father  eajne  to  America  in  1851  aud  at 
once  made  his  way  to  New  Baltimore.  lie 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  about  a  half 
mile  from  the  town  and  immediately  began 
to  clear  this,  selling  the  timber  in  Detroit 
and  ship])ing  some  of  it  from  New  Baltimore. 
Misfortune,  however,  seemed  to  follow  him 
in  his  endeavors  to  make  for  himself  a  name 
and  home.  He  spent  his  last  cent  in  buying 
his  land  and  when  his  eldest  son  determined 
to  purchase  a  boat  he  mortgaged  the  farm  in 
order  to  pay  for  it  and  although  he  worked 
hard  he  could  not  pay  oft'  the  mortgage  and 
in  consequence  had  to  sell  the  fann.     After 
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(lisj.osiiiir  of  this  |)r-ni.ertv  lie  lifid  uiilv  one 
ImiHli-cd  dollars  Icl't.  Witli  tliis  Ju-  liousilit 
eiiilit  in'ivs  OH  tin-  T('l.-sri'ii].li  road  iiiid  l\ww 
made  ]ds  home  until  Ids  son  dosepli  hiiUt  his 
pi'escnt  residetiee.  whcTi  he  went  to  live  with 
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juddie  selioolsof  New  linl 
uilh  his  iiarrids  IVoin  Knitiee  when  four 
veMivs  ol  afic.  Idke  tlie  others  ol'  the  family 
he  met  many  hardships  in  ids  eaidii-i-  yeni's. 
lie   sfiictetl    (Hit    in    life   i>n    Ids  own    ii(?eoiiid 


ot 


nud   I 


!atly 


assisteil  his  fjdher.  wim  at  that  time  was  ^'et- 
lin-  old.  lie  IK-Uied  I.)  elenf  the  land  arxl 
iitter  the  farm  was  sold  he  assisted  in  makin;,' 
the  second  home  for  his  parents.  II  ■  then 
l)e«an  In  work  In  the  mills  in  New  Baltimoi'o 
and  he  thon-iht  he  was  fiirtiniate  in  ^'ettin^ 
fortv  eents  per  diiv  for  his  labocs.  lie  Iiad 
Id  walk  two  miles  to  Ids  work  and  from  tlia1 
nieauTe  simi  hoarded  himself,  hut  heinji  an  iii- 
dnstrions.  hard-worldn-  boy  he  made  tho 
most,  of  Ids  op|)i)i'tiii]ilies  and  as  the  years 
[lassed  met  with  sueeess  until  at  the  end  of 
nine  yeai's  lu'  was  a  joiner,  rfwdviiiy  one  dol- 
lar and  soverdv-five  eerds  |>ef  ihiy.  With  his 
saviims  he  iHirehased  a  fortv  aere  traet  of 
tind)ei-  land  on  Siijiai-  Bush  road  and  afler 
partially  elearinir  this  he  sold  (mt  iuid  Ix.u^iht 
eii^dity  a<-res  of  his  preseid  farm  on  seetion 
It;,  (.'hestertleld  township.  Here  he  al  onee 
eieared  a  piew  of  land  to  bnild  a  house,  wlueli 
lu^  erected  in  1871.  lie  thou  ^^ave  his  atten- 
tion to  ck'armfi  the  remainder  of  ids  huitl 
i'or  enllivation  and  he  (;ut  the  timher  into 
loj!s  and  holts  which  he  sold  in  .\ew  Haltimore 
and  Mount  Clemens  and  into  wrdwood  wideh 
lie  sold  at  Salt  River.  For  the  tii'st  few  years, 
owing  to  the  stiiiups  in  his  land  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  groimil,  he  conkl  only  plant 
|>otatcH's  and  corn.  Imt  after  a  iimnlicr  of 
vears  of  hard  work  lit'  has  liis  farm  in  jin  ex- 
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t'ortahle  luid  pk-asaiit  residence.  His  harns 
were  liidit  in  187;-!  and  he  lia.s  good  fin'iii  ma- 
ehinery  to  assist  him  in  the  development  of 
his  phiee.  Aside  from  general  farniin;;  he 
raises  eattk^  and  usmdlv  has  iihout  tweiitv- 
five  Ol'  thirtv-tive  head  of  mileli  eows.  sellin^;' 
his  milk  lo  the  Cheslerfiekl  Creamery,  lie 
also  has  ithout  sixty  head  of  sheep  and  at 
times  iis  many  as  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  head.  In  1885  he  piirehased 
another  eighty  acre  tract  of  land  from  James 
llathawav.  iuLioining  his  fjirm  on  the  west. 
and  in  19li;i  he  hoiigld  forty  acres  a  half  mile 


east,  so  that  he  now  has  good  landed  possts- 
sioiis.  lie  was  one  of  the  orgauizora  of  the 
Cheslerfiekl  I'reamerv  aiul  l)ecame  one  of  it« 
first  .stoekholders.  He  assisted  in  ei-eeting  the 
fii'st   huildini;'  and  when  it   was  destroved  l)v 
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On  the  ;*th  of  Ajiril.  187;{.  .Mr.  tiratT  was 
married  to  Christina  Kruno,  a  daughter  of 
-John  and  .Mary  (Ceneral)  Krnim,  both  na- 
tives of  Franee.  Her  |)arents  eame  to  Amer- 
ica in  1«5.">.  settling  firsi  a1  (IreenJiekl. 
Waviic  eoiintv,  .Michigan,  Imt  after  six  weeks 
they  removed  to  Chesterfield  township.  Ma- 
comb eonntv.  purchasing  a  farm  on  the  'I'ele- 
grajih  road,  foctv  acres  of  which  was  a  part 
of  the  .Milton  farm  and  forty  acres  of  tin- 
(iranger  fai'ni.  Their  home  was  on  the  hitter 
tract  fo)'  about  two  veai-s  and  then  thev 
sold  ami  removed  to  .Anchorville.  Wt.  CLair 
cotinlv.  wlierc  .Mr.  Kruno  bom:ht  another 
lortv  acre  tract  of  lan.l.  In  ISfil  he  enlist- 
ed in  the  Fourlcenth  .Michigan  Volunlecr  In- 
fantry as  a  privale.  Ills  reyiment  was  lirsl 
ordered  to  V|i,silanli.  .Miehigan.  where  it 
camped  for  si.\  months  and  was  then  .sent  to 
Kentuekv.  During  the  next  four  vears  Mr. 
Kruno  saw  much  hard  service  and  after  heing 
mustered  out  at  the  elo^e  of  the  war  he  re- 
tui'ued  to  his  farm,  which  lu>  soon  afterward 
sold  and  removed  to  Xew  Raltimore.  His 
wife  died  there  April  2.  1S7II,  and  .Mr.  Knuu) 
later  removed  to  Indiana  and  suhseipu'ntlv 
to  St.  Paid.  .Minnesota,  where  his  death  (k- 
cured  March  IS.  1,S7(>. 

I'nto  Mr-  and  .Mrs.  (iralt  were  biu'n  nine 
children:  Joseph  J.,  horn  January  14,  l»T.i. 
is  living  at  home  and  is  a  large  dealeu  in 
cattle  and  sheep:  Victm'ia.  born  -lanuary  3, 
187.3.  is  the  wife  of  Ileiny  CuUcn,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  living  on  Telegi'aph  road,  in  Ches- 
terfield townshiji :  Kli  J.,  bom  January  '-JO, 
1877.  is  assisting  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm:  .Marv  1,.,  horn  Mav  li,  187!).  is  liviir.' 
ill  <'levelaiid,  Ohio;  l,onise  .M..  born  March 
14,  ISHl.  is  with  her  sister  in  Cleveland;  Kate 
C.,  born_Mai>ch  24,  188:!.  and  Xettie  il.,  born 
October  /,  1887,  are  at  home;  and  Josei>liine, 
born  June  6,  1889,  is  attending  school  in  New 
Baltimore.  They  lost  their  seventh  child — 
Frank,  who  was  born  Julv  !),  1885,  and  died 
February  12,   1887. 

Mr.  (iraff  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  4.  He  belongs  to 
the  Catholic  ^Intnal  Benevolent  Assoeiation. 
Xo.  f>7.  Xew  Baltimore,  and  is  a  devoted 
member  of  >St.  .Mary's  Catholic  church,  while 
his  wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the 
voung    ladies'    society   of  the   clnirch.     Mr. 
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Uratf  cortaiuly  deserves  great  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished,  as  he  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed  and  has  had  to  face  difficulties 
;ind  obstacles  which  would  have  utterly  dis- 
couraged many  a  man  of  less  resolute  spirit, 
liut  he  has  worlted  persistently  and  untiringly 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm 
property. 


JOHN  II.  WESTENDORF. 

John  II.  Westendorf  is  identified  with  va- 
rious business  enterprises  of  Mount  Clemens, 
whereby  the  material  welfare  and  upbuilding 
of  the  city  has  been  promoted.  He  is  also  a 
factor  in  local  political  circles  and  his  prom- 
inence in  public  life  makes  it  imperative  that 
he  should  be  mentioned  among  the  represen- 
tative men  of  IMaeomb  county.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  April  12,  1851.  His 
father,  Henry  Westendorf,  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States,  with  his  family  he  located  in  Macomb 
township,  JIacomb  coimty,  Michigan,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1854.  He  is  still  living  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years.  In  the 
family  were  iom  children,  of  whom  John 
IT.  is  the  eldest.  Only  two  are  now  living, 
his  sister  being  Sophia,  the  wife  of  George 
Ueis,  of  Clinton  township. 

John  II.  Westendorf  began  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, and  also  attended  the  German  public 
schools,  and  at  the  usiial  age  he  was  eon- 
firmed  in  the  Waldenburg  church.  He  re- 
mained upon  his  father's  farm  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  clerk  in  a  country  store, 
there  spending  two  years.  After  coming  to 
Jlount  Clemens  he  began  clerking,  securing 
a  position  in  the  drug  store  of  II.  W.  Bab- 
cock  on  the  22d  of  April,  1868.  He  was  em- 
l>loyed  in  that  way  until  March,  1884,  when 
he  purchased  his  employer's  interest  and  has 
since  continued  the  business.  Other  inter- 
ests, however,  have  claimed  his  time, 
energies  and  capabilities,  for  from  1868  until 
1881  he  was  an  operator  for  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company.  In  the  latter 
year  he  became  manager  of  the  Michigan 
State  Telephone  Company,  having  charge  of 
the  district  covering  Maeomb  and  part  of 
St.  Clair  coimties.  This  position  he  re- 
signed on  the  1st  of  August,  1903,  in  order 
1o  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1904,  he 
became  manager  for  the  Postal   Telegraph 


Company,  and  this  work  he  performs  in  con- 
nection with  the  management  of  his  store. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Westendorf  is  a 
stanch  democrat,  believing  firmly  in  the 
principles  of  the  i)arty.  He  has  served  for 
three  terms  as  city  treasurer,  being  elected 
the  first  time  in  1896.  In  April,  1904,  he 
was  chosen  mayor  of  Mount  Cleiuens,  and 
he  has  also  been  city  assessor  for  six  years. 
As  a  public  official  he  has  made  a  close  study 
of  the  needs  of  the  city  as  well  as  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  olBce,  and  his  efforts  liave 
proved  of  marked  benefit  in  promoting  mate- 
rial progress  and  improvement  here.  He  is  a 
member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6,  P.  & 
A.  M.,  and  attained  the  Knight  Templar  de- 
gi'ce  in  Damascus  eommandery  at  Detroit.  He 
also  holds  membership  relations  with  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Loyal  Legion  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Hunting  and  Fishing 
(,Ilub,  at  the  mouth  of  Clinton  river.  Fish- 
ing is  his  favorite  pastime  and  he  finds  rest 
and  recreation  from  the  arduous  duties  of  a 
business  career  in  angling  for  the  finny  tribe. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1876,  Mr.  Westen- 
dorf was  married  to  Miss  Lnella  M.  Bab- 
cock,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  R.  Babcock 
of  Mount  Clemens,  and  their  children  are: 
Henry  J.,  Howai'd  W.,  William  C.  and 
Donald  R.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Westendorf  have 
a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  the  hospitality  of  many  of  the 
best  homes  of  the  city  is  freely  accorded 
them.  Brought  to  America  in  early  boyhood 
days,  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  this  county,  and  hero  he  has  worked 
his  way  steadily  upward,  overcoming  all 
difflculties  and  obstacles  in  his  path,  until 
ho  has  now  reached  the  plane  of  affluence. 


IIAHKV  JjFK, 

Harry  Lee,  now  deceased,  was  born  March 
16,  1823.  His  father  was  a  native  of  High- 
gate,  Canada.  He  was  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  the  Fenian  Raid.  He, 
therefore,  fled  from  Canada  and  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man,  settling  at 
Port  Huron,  Michigan.  Not  long  afterward 
he  removed  to  Macomb  county  and  was  here 
married  to  Miss  Lucy  Odle,  a  daughter  of 
Jonas  and  Ovelia  (Kellogg)  Odle,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Vermont,  the  father 
born  August  30.  1804.  and  the  mother  in 
1802.    Leaving  New  England  Mr.  Odle  came 
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ti)   .Mli'liijraii-      TTe  was  ;\  I'iirjKMiter      ''iits  ht-iiiy  IVtci'  hiu!  Mntild;;    (Uabaiit)    Van 

c'li  al   Ills  trade  iu  Macoiiili  uomity      DiiiiiiiH',  both  of  wlioiii  wxnv  iiativos  of  Bd- 

'.  while  later  \w  iviriovi'd  to  «  ftiriii      giniii.     They  caiDf  to  AiiK'rica  in  tht'  year 

iirlcs  Adaii-  is  now  living',     lie  was      iSo4,  ]{)cati(ig  in  Detroit,  where  the  father  £oI- 

tinniK-iaf  eiiriiinstaiiei's  and  in  or-      Jowed  the  hiaekstnith's  trade  for  a  iiiimber  of 

nvide  f(.r-  his  tainilv  lie  worked  hv      yeai-.s.     He  died  In  1885,  at  the  afro  of  fiftr- 

llis  life  wn.-i  one  o'r  iiiai'Iced  Indus-      eijrht  yearw.    while   liis    wife   passed   away  in 

iterprise  and  as  the  vears  passed  he      18i)-J,    at    the   a^e  of  sixtv-ei^ht    vears.      She 

in   his  nndertakiims.     All   his  ehiU      was  reai'ed  in   Fraiiee.  allhou'ili  hoi'n  in  Bel- 

^'iinii.     In  their  family  were  eleven  eliildren, 

of   whom    Theepliilus  was  the  fifth  in  ^irdei' 

(.f  hii-th.   hilt    with  the   exeeplioiL   of  two  all 

are    de('<'ased,    the    sister    heing    Miss    Kiiniia 

Van   Dannne. 

li]  the  pidilie  seliools  .if  Detroit  Theophilas 
Van  Damiiii.  pursued  his  edueation  and  he 
euteivd  upon  his  husitiess  ear<'<'r  as  propi'ietoi' 
of  a  eiuar  stori'.  Imt  soon  aflerwai'd  sold  out. 
lie  next  enteivd  the  em|)loy  of  L(^wis  Van 
Denter.  a  pipe-orfraii  inanufaeturer  of  Detroit, 
and  a  year  later  he  liejian  working:  in  the  Van 
I)ei'po(j|  ehureh  furniture  faetoi'\-.  whieh  about 
that  time  was  established  in  DetruiL  llavinir 
oi-eupied  tiiat  posiliou  IVir  a  year,  be  secnred 
a  ]iiisilion  with  WilliauL  \Vri--lit  &  Contpany, 
of  Deti'iTit.  whom  he  represented  aa  a  wood 
eai'ver  for  one  year,  after  which  he  entere<l 
the  service  of  Donaldson  &  Mever.  arehi- 
leets.  of  Detn.it.  He  eontiuued  "with  them 
for  four  vears  and  was  afterward  for  a  few 
UKUiths  with  .lohn  Si^tt  &  Companv.  \\<-  then 
eame  to  .\luuul  Clemens,  where  he'entered  the 
eiu|>hiy  of  X.  -1.  (lihbs,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  lHi)li.  in  wbieli  veai-  he  be'.'au 
business  for  himself  as  an  arehileet.  His  pro- 
nmuieed  skill  and  abilitv.  bis  prondn.^nt  |">- 
sitioiL  in  business  eireles  and  Ins  j;ratitVinu' 
sueeess  are  ail  imlieated  in  the  lar-v  number 
of  plans  thai  be  has  made,  iuelmlinj!'  jdans 
for  ULaiiv  of  the  ieadini;  hotels  of  the  eitv. 
inelu.liiTg  the  Colonial,  the  Parke  and  the 
Medea,  lie  was  also  the  architeet  of  St. 
.lose]ih  Saiiitariuii],  the  CleLuentine  Hath 
House,  the  Dlvmida  Hath  House,  the  hifrh 
sebool,  the  pubiie  librarv  and  smiie  of  the 
finest  bnsines.s  bloeks  in  .\loiuit  Clemens,  these 
standing  as  nuuuniLents  of  his  skill  and  enter- 
prise. Me  has  also  beeouie  a  faetor  in  the 
inibistrial  life  of  Mount  Clemen.'^  and  is 
eoniU'eted  with  a  number  of  important  pro- 
tlnetive  iiidnstries.  He  was  one  of  the  ineor- 
ixirators  of  the  Mount  CleiLiens  (basket  ('(un- 
THKOl'llll.rS  VAX   DAM.MK  '"'"-''■  '"  ""'  l"'''^i<l<'i't  »i'  Hie  .Mount  Clemens 

Briek  &  'I'lle  Company  and  the  viee  president 
Theopbilus  Van    Damme,   an    arehiteet    of      of  tiie  .\[onnt  Clemens  Artilieiai  Cement  Mtone 
Mount  Clemens,  standing  at  the  head  of  his      Company. 

profession  in  this  eitv  arul  eastern  MiehigaJi.  On  the  loth  of   Mar<-h,  18i(0.  oeeurred  the 

was  born  in  Detroit,  Jum^  20.  ISfiT.  his  par-      marriai.M'  of  .Mr.  Van  Daoniie  and  .Miss  Mar- 
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garet  Kosiiaylf,  fi  (laiigliUT  of  yaimiel  and 
Mary  Rosnagle  of  Mount  Clemens.  They  now 
have  one  daughter,  Ilflpii,  and  they  lost  two 
children  in  infancy.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Damme  are  prominent  socially,  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  the  best  homes  of  the 
city  being  freely  accorded  them.  His  polit- 
ical allegiance  is  given  to  the  democratic 
party,  ajid  he  has  served  as  alderman  of 
the  second  ward  of  Mount  Clemens.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
lodge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  be- 
came a  member  in  1900,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
the  Maccabees  tent.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  in  his  line  of  work,  not  only  under- 
standing the  great  Tuechauieal  principles 
which  underlie  his  profession,  but  also  giving 
evidence  of  much  originality.  Many  of  the 
buildings  erected  in  Mount  Clemens  have  been 
built  after  designs  prepared  by  him.  As  a 
business  man  he  is  conspicuous  among  his 
associates,  not  only  for  his  success,  but  for  his 
probity,  fairness  and  honorable  methods.  In 
everything  he  has  been  eminently  practical 
and  this  has  been  manifest  not  only  in  his 
business  undertakings,  but  also  in  social  and 
private  life.  He  possesses  a  genial  manner 
and  has  gained  that  warm  personal  regard 
which  ariftes  from  true  noliility  of  character 
and  dcferi'Mci'  for  the  opinion  of  othccM. 


HENKY  C.  BERRY,  31.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  G.  Berry,  who  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  has  made  a  specialty  of  sur- 
gery, and  i.s  now  snrgeon  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Sanitarium  and  of  the  Rapid  Street  Railway 
Company,  at  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  August  12,  1864,  his  par- 
ents beii^  Francis  and  Ann  (Lawson)  Berry, 
natives  of  Ireland  and  England  respectively. 

Dr.  Berry  pursued  his  etliication  in  the 
jniblic  schools  in  the  province  of  Ontario  and 
in  Georgetown  Academy,  at  Georgetown,  On- 
tario, from  which  institute  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1882.  The  following  year 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine.  He  attend- 
ed the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  being 
graduated  therefrom  in  the  spring  of  1886. 
Soon  afterward  he  entered  upon  practice  in 
Romeo,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years  and  then  spent  the  succeeding 
year  abroad,  pursuing  post-graduate  work. 
He  returned  to  Romeo,  where  he  practiced 
suceessfvilly  until  the  spring  of  1900  when  he 
came  to  Mount  Clemens.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Medical  Society,  the  l^liehi- 


gan  iledical  Society  and  the  Macomb  County 
Jledical  Society. 

Dr.  Berry  was  married  April  15,  1892,  to 
Miss  Martha  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Adrian 
and  Lncy  (Ayers)  Taylor,  of  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan. Dr.  Beny  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Romeo  eom- 
mandery,  K.  T. ;  to  the  Foresters  and  Mac- 
cabees. 


AUSTIN  F.  MANN. 

Austin  F.  Mann,  a  leading  photographer  of 
Mount  Clemens,  conducting  a  splendidly 
equipped  gallery  in  which  he  does  work  of 
the  highest  order,  was  born  in  Ottoville,  On- 
tario, November  2,  1856,  his  pai-ents  being 
James  and  Amelia  Teresa  (Sanogan)  Mann, 
the  former  a  native  of  Pemisylvania  and  the 
latter  of  Canada.  The  father  was  a  carriage- 
maker  by  trade,  possessing  excellent  mechan- 
ical ability.  Later  he  became  a  photographer 
of  Ijondon,  Ontario.  Ili.s  wife  died  when 
their  son  Aiistin  F.  wa«  only  live  years  of 
age.  He  was  the  fifth  in  a  familv  of  seven 
children. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Ijondon,  Ontario, 
Austin  F.  Mann  pursued  his  education  and 
he  I'litered  upon  his  business  career  as  an 
employe  of  his  father  in  the  photograph  gal- 
ler.\'.  He  began  this  work  when  seventeen 
>'ears  of  age  and  has  followed  it  continuously. 
He  left  his  father's  gallery,  however,  in  1880, 
and  went  to  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  where  he 
opened  a  gallery  which  he  conducted  with 
success  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  removed  to  Detroit  and  was 
employed  by  leading  photographers  of  that 
eit.v,  spending  sixteen  years  there,  during 
which  time  he  gained  an  excellent  knowledge 
of  the  business  in  its  various  departments, 
both  in  principle  and  detail.  In  August  of 
1896  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered 
the  employ  of  A.  C.  Novess,  whose  business 
he  purchased  in  1901.  He  has  since  con- 
ducted the  same  gallery  and  has  gradually 
improved  it.  lie  has  made  a  life  study  of 
high  class  photography,  always  keeping  up 
with  the  inventions  and  improvements  in  the 
art  and  also  promoting  his  efficiency  through 
his  own  experiments  as  well  as  by  the  adop- 
tion of  methods  instituted  by  others.  On  a 
recent  visit  to  eastern  galleries  he  gained 
many  new  ideas  and  there  are  shown  in  his 
studio  the  highest  grades  of  work,  inchiding 
platinum  in  various  tones,  platinos,  coUodion- 
CHrhons,   platino-carhons    and   sepia  tones   of 
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various  kinLls  as  (veil  as  results  tliat  liave  been 
In-onglit  out,  liy  his  own  experimenting.  He 
has  in  hU  studio  two  photographs  that  attract 
wide-spread  attention  and  admiration  from 
tliose  of  artistic  tastes,  being  excellent  imi- 
tations of  old  steel  engravings.  Mr,  Mann 
i.s  a  master  in  the  art  of  retouching  and  he 
not  only  understands  his  business  thoroughly 
from  a  practical  and  technical  standpoint 
but  also  posseKSCH  high  artistic  skill,  so  that 
he  recogiuKes  the  vithie  and  effects  of  posing, 
and  of  light  and  shade.  He  is  also  an  artist 
with  the  pencil  and  has  done  much  creditable 
crayon  woik. 

On  the  lath  of  August,  1880,  Mr.  Mann 
was  married  to  Miss  Ceorgiana  Spenee,  a 
daughter  of  David  Spenee,  of  London,  On- 
tario, and  their  children  are:  Blanch,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Weltner,  of  Detroit,  Earl  A.; 
Myrtle  B. ;  and  Hazel  A,  The  son  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  business.  Mr.  ^fann 
is  a  member  of  the  Modem  Woodnieii  camp, 
also  the  Independent  Order  of  Forestei-s  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  His*  close 
application  to  his  work,  and  his  discriminat- 
ing judgment,  combined  with  natural  talent, 
have  gained  liiiii  a  position  of  prominence  as 
a  photoarJipber  of  eastern  Michigan. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAUr  ROLLS, 

Captain  WiJIiaiii  Kolls,  now  deceased,  was 
a  sailor  on  tlie  lakes  for  many  years  and 
comnuinded  one  of  the  vessels  belonging  to 
Alger,  Hiiiith  &  Company  for  more  than  two 
decades.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Michigan  and  was  a  native  of  Maine,  his 
birth  having  there  occurred  in  1837,  He  left 
the  Pine  Tree  state,  hi>wever,  when  a  youth 
of  six  vearK.  ai-ci)iii|)anying  his  parents  in 
184;{  to  Cliarleslou,  South  Carolina,  where 
the  father  died  ihii'ing  tlie  childhood  of  his 
sou.  He  afterward  eaiiie  west  with  his  mother 
and  hei'  faniil.v  to  Jlichigan,  their  home  be- 
ing efital]Iisbed  near  Detroit.  He  went  upon 
the  lakes  when  a  lad  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  and  was  thus  engaged  until  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
defense  of  the  Union  cause,  joining  the  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry  in  1862.  With  that  regi- 
ment he  went  south  and  served  throughout 
the  war,  participating  in  many  important  en- 
gagements, his  ability  on  the  iield  of  battle 
winning  Iiint  promotion  from  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant to  that  of  captain  of  Company  D.  and 
later  he  was  brevetted  major.  He  never  fal- 
tered in  the  performance  of  any  iiiilitarv  duty. 


no  matter  how  arduous,  dangerous  or  dilKcult, 
and  he  returned  home  with  a  most  creditable 
z-ecord.  He  was  with  the  same  regiment  as 
Alger,  who  was  his  intimate  friend,  who 
served  thronghout  his  term  of  enlistment  and 
then  resigned  on  account  of  illness. 

Captain  Rolls  afterwanl  sailed  on  a  gov- 
erinnent  transport  from  St.  Ix)ui8  to  New 
Orleans  for  about  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  went  upon  the  lakes, 
becoming  captain  of  one  of  Alger  &  Smith's 
vessels,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  over 
twenty  years.  Later  he  sailed  for  one  yeai' 
for  other  parties. 

While  in  Detroit  Captain  Rolls  became  ac- 
quainted with  Jliss  Alice  Smith  of  that  city 
and  their  frienilHliip,  which  ripened  into  love, 
was  consiiuniialed  in  nmrriage  in  Romeo,  De- 
cember :i;i,  18<>8.  The  lady  was  born  near 
Romeo  and  is  a  tlangbter  of  Reul>en  E.  Smith, 
who  is  a  native  of  JIassachn setts  and  whose 
wife  l)ore  the  maiden  name  of  Melissa  Carr. 
Her  birth  occurred  in  Vermont.  Mr.  Smith 
removed  to  Michigan  about  1825  and  later 
settled  in  Ray  township,  Macomb  county, 
where  he  purchased  government  land  which 
be  at  once  began  to  clear  and  get  into  culti- 
vable condition.  There  he  opened  up  an  ex- 
cellent fai'iii  on  which  he  reared  his  familj' 
and  .«pent  bis  remaining  days.  Jlrs.  Rolls 
was  one  of  Iwelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
reached  adult  age.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage Captain  and  Mrs.  Rolls  located  in  Ro- 
meo on  the  lot  where  tlie  family  now  resides. 
He  also  purchased  a  fann  in  Bruce  township, 
which  he  i-ented,  maintaining  his  home  in 
Romeo  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jfarch  26,  1902.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Romeo  and  his 
life  was  in  harmony  with  the  beneficent  and 
Ju'liiful  spirit  of  the  craft.  Unto  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  Rolls  were  horn  three  children.  All  are 
now  deceased,  the  last  survivor  being  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  Robert  McKay,  a  traveling  sales- 
man of  Romeo,  who  represents  the  firm  of 
Merrill  &  Company.  She  died  April  23,  1905. 
Clarence  E.  die<l  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
William  A.,  however,  reached  mature  years 
and  died  in  1902,  when  about  thirty-two 
,vears  of  age.  For  some  years  he  was  with 
his  father  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
Both  were  stanch  republicans.  Captain  Rolls 
was  a  devoted  husband  and  father  and  in  the 
department  of  activity  which  he  chose  as  a 
life  work  he  was  knowji  for  his  reliability 
and  his  carefulness,  realizing  fully  tlie  respon- 
sibility that  devolved  upon  him  in  this  con- 
nection.    He  won  many  friends  at  the  vari- 


,  Google 


io6 


['AKT    AND    I'RESKXT    OF    ^rA(*0:\[H    COrXTY 


OILS  ports  at  ivliich  ho  toiielied  and  liis  streujjtli 
of  eharactei"  and  many  ^)od  qualitii's  sc(MLn>(i 
for  him  the  respfct  of  all  with  wlimii  ho  was 
iiMsoeiated.  Since  thu  death  of  her  hnsliand 
Jira,  Rolls  han  erected  a  lar};e,  neat  n-sklence 
in  Romeo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Contrrega- 
tional  church,  in  which  she  takes  a  very  help- 
fnl  part,  assisting  materially  in  the  various 
ehureh  activities.  She  also  poHseswes  good 
Inisinesa  ability  and  in  her  well  directed  ef- 
forts has  gained  siieee:--s. 


lIAimoX  A.  WKl.i.S. 

Id  takinj!  up  the  personal  history  of  Ilar- 
iiiou  A.  Wells,  who  is  now  living  on  section 
7.  Shell)V  towiiNhip,  we  present  t<i  onr  read- 
ci's  the  life  ieeoi',1  of  a  |iioneer  citi/en  of 
Macomh  eountv  who  enjov^i  in  full  iiioiisiire 
the  regard  anil  esleeni  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  been  l.ronght  in  eontaet.  Mi'.  Wells 
was  hoi'n  ill  Ktenheii  .-(nintv,  Xew  York. 
April  19.  1827,  his  i>arents  being  Kaninel  I), 
and  U-dia  (Panneter)  Wells.  Ills  |iaterrial 
grandfather  was  livini;  in  the  home  of  Sam- 
uel IX.  Wells  at  the  time  when  he  wa.s  killed 
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horn    in    Saratoga    .■oiiiitv.    Xew    York. 
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w-ar  of  1812.  jnid  in  WIH  he  eame  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  jinreliased  two  hnmlretl  and 
eightv  aeri's  of  land  on  sections  li  and  7. 
Klielbv  township.  There,  in  tlie  midst  of  ;t 
loi-est.  he  began  the  develojnnent  of  a  farm. 
He  iriarried  Miss  I'arnieter.  who  was  born 
August  2.  1789.  in  Oakham,  :\lassaebn.setls. 
and  was  of  English  lineage.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Kevolntionai'v  war  and  wa.« 
lield  prisoner  hv  the  Indians  for  some  three 
years.  Mr.  Wells  died  Aiignst  12.  IH.S^.  and 
bis  wife  ]>assed  away  September  22,  1855. 
They  wt^vn  the  parental  of  fifteen  children, 
of  whinn  Jlarnion  was  the  eleventh  child  and 
seventh  son.  The  others  are  as  follows: 
I'oll.v  Wells,  boi'n  in  Onandago  township. 
Saratoga  ecnnity,  Xew  York,  June  fi,  1807. 
was  the  wife  of  William  V.  Lcggitt,  and  they 
resided  in  .Michigan.  Lydia.  born  in  ('ohoe- 
tori  township.  Stenl.en  "eoniitv.  New  York, 
Xovcnd)er  ti.  1800,  married  Philander  Ewell. 
and  thev  lived  in  Shelliv  township,  one  ami 
a  lialf  miles  east  of  the  farm  on  «-hich  onr 
snlijeet  resides.  Nelson,  born  in  Cohoeton 
Township.  Septe:nber  18,  1811.  died  in  1831. 
William  I',.  Mho  was  horn  in  Ihe  same  local- 


itv.  December  2!1.  181:1  mari'ied  Kvaline 
Ewell.  and  lived  in  Mhelbv  township.  Ma- 
comb conntv,.  Isabelle,  l.orn  in  (.^ohocton 
townshi|i.  .lainiarv  211.  181fi,  became  the  wife 
of  George  "W.  Siimniers  and  resided  in  Shel- 
bv  township.  Khoda,  born  in  Cohoeton,  New 
York.  February  4.  1821,  died  in  infancy.  Pru- 
dence D..  also  born  in  Cohoeton.  in  February. 
1822,  jnarried  Andrew  Kvei-ett  and  lives  in 
Shelby  township,  (leorge  S..  horn  in  Cohoe- 
ton. Janiiat-y  21.  1824.  died  in  Lapeer  coun- 
Iv.  MichigiUi.  Sanuiel  I). .  born  September  20. 
1817.  died  in  Jalapa.  Me.xieo.  dnriiig  the 
.Mexican  war.  Isaac  Wells,  born  in  Cohoe- 
ton, .Iniy  f),  1819,  mai'i'ied  -lane  Piper  and 
lived  in  Shelby  township.  Hiram,  born  in 
Cohoeton,  Octobei'  14.  1825,  was  in  the 
Eighth  jMiehigan  Cavaliy  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  saw  some  active  service  and  was  captured 
in  Stone's  I'ald  at  .Macon.  i;e()rgia.  JHe  was 
then  sent  to  .\ndersonville  prison  and  was 
tinidly    released    hrcanse    he   was  a  fine  i 
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erection  of  a  liiir  Ikmisc  wI 
ing  hnilt.  lii.-liani,  t.orii  in  Cohoeton.  May 
2;i  1829,  jnarried  Lvdia  Deggitt  and  lived  in 
Cleveland.  Ohio.  -Jane  Wells,  horn  in  Shelby 
township,  MacoiMh  conntv.  .Inne  11),  1831. 
married  John  Xaramore  and  lived  in  Jlont- 
ealiii  eouiitv.  MichiMii.  Svdney  M..  horn  in 
Khelbv  townshi|i.  Fel)ruarv  2(i.  18:i;i.  com- 
idetes  the  familv. 

Harmon   ..\.   Wells  began  his  education   in 
a    connti'v  scliool  that   w-as  held  in   a   barn. 
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studies  in  a  log  sehooihonse  which  stood  jnst 
south  ami  across  the  road  from  the  present 
school  building  of  this  district.  The  Web- 
ster speller  was  used  in  those  days  and  nndb- 
ods  of  inslrnction  were  (pdle  primitive.  He 
began  farming  for  himself  in  1851)  on  his 
present  farm,  w-bei'e  he  has  now  lived  for 
fifty-five  ,voars.  a  fact  of  which  no  other  resi- 
dent can  boast,  lie  pui'cbased  one  hundred 
and  sixt.v, acres  of  laud  on  section  7  and  has 
greatly  improved  this  pi>oj)erty.  making  it 
a  splendid  modern  farm.  He  built  a  tine 
house,  which  was  destrovi^d  hv  firi',  and  has 
now  been  replaced  hy  a  residence  that  is 
modern  In  everv  |>artienlar.  He  also  has  the 
finest  barn  in  this  part  of  the  eoinity  ainl 
he  has  so  manage<l  his  jn'opei'ty  that  il  has 
returned  him   a    very  gratifying  income.. 

Mr.  Wells  was  nmrried  to  Iloxelana  Can- 
non, a  native  of  Dav.  New  York,  honi  :\Iay 
8.  1832.  an<l  a  daugiiter  of  Isaiah  and  Susan 
(Havden)  Camnm.  Seven  children  have  been 
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l)(.ni  unto  tln-iii:  Mary  A,,  the  eldest,  born 
.hiunjiry  28,  185!),  died  in  1862.  Frank  D., 
who  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
is  a  ^aduate  of  the  high  school  of  Ypsi- 
lantt,  Michigan,  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  lit- 
erary department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
>iun  of  the  class  of  1886.  lie  was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business,  but  is  now 
firi|)loyed  as  a  writer  for  agriciilt\iral  papers. 
Alice  M.,  born  September  15,  1863,  is  at 
home.  George  S.,  bom  December  26.  1866, 
WHS  a  mechanical  engineer,  educated  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  and  afterward  was  em- 
ploj'ed  at  the  Bay  City  Industrial  "Works  un- 
til his  death,  April  19,  1897.  Byron  S..  bom 
M;iy  ■>:}.  18(>!).  att.'tided  wliool  in  l!tica  and 
is  a  farjiu'r,  living  at  Ki'dwii  Citv.  Sanilac 
conntv,  .Midii^nn.  11,-  luaiTiinl  l')e]la  Rob- 
crtoy.  Kiiitiia  M„  boni  May  20.  1872,  is  the 
wife  of  A.  K.  Riiiiyan,  a  farmer  of  Shelby 
town.'ihip.  l.ydi.H  M..  born  January  9,  1876, 
i.s  a  gi'aduatc  of  the  Rochester  high  school. 
.Mr.  Wells  cast  his  first  [uvsitifntial  vote 
I'oi'  Central  Cass  while  in  Iowa.  He  after- 
ward voted  for  I'iei'ce.  lincbanaii  and  Dong- 
las,  biit  sinee  that  time  has  been  a  stanch 
I'epublican.  He  has  served  as  highway  com- 
]iiissioner  and  as  drainage  commissioner  and 
di.seliarged  his  duties  capably  and  promptly. 
At  one  tiiiie  he  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fei- 
Inws  Hoeiety.  Mr.  Wells  has  now  reached  the 
Kevetity-ditith  milestone  on  life's  journey  and 
eaii  look  iiack  over  the  past  withont  regret. 
f()r  lie  has  led  a  useful,  Imsy  and  active  life 
in  which  he  has  never  taken  advantage  of  the 
neeessities  of  his  fellowinen.  but  has  so  lived 
iis  to  merit  their  luionalilied  esteem. 


JOHKI'll    [lATZENin'MLKR. 

in  this  enlightened  age  men  of  indnslry, 
energy  and  jnei'it  are  rapidly  pushing  their 
way  to  the  front  and  those  who  by  their  in- 
iiivi<[ual  elt'rti'ts  liave  won  favor  and  fortune 
may  properly  claim  recognition.  Such  a  one 
is  .M}'.  1  lat/enhnhler,  who,  currying  on  gen- 
eral fai'arih'i  and  stock-raising  in  Harrison 
tewiLshiji,  has  lieenme  the  owner  of  a  well  im- 
proved and  desii'alile  property,  comprising 
one  hiijulred  and  sixty  acres.  lie  was  born 
in  tliis  county  March  31,  1862.  and  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  JIat/.eiibnhler.  whose  birth  occurred 
in  (lernianv  in  18:i:i.  and  who  came  to  the 
]iew   world'  when    a    yonng   man   of  eighteen 


years,  arriving  at  New  Vork  in  1852.  He 
spent  about  three  years  in  the  east  and  thence 
came  to  Michigan,  reaching  Detroit  in  1855, 
In  the  latter  city  he  engaged  in  business  in  a 
wholesales  and  retail  grocery  for  several  years 
and  then  came  to  Macomb  county,  locating  on 
the  Oratiot  i-oad  near  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  married  in 
Detroit  to  Miss  Ellen  Heviaitl,  who  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Detroit  in  the  street  which  bore 
her  family  name.  Whe  came  of  French  lin- 
eage. Mr.  llatzenbuhler  died  on  his  farm 
in  1890  and  his  widow,  now  surviving  him, 
resides  in  Mount  Clemens.  In  their  family 
were  seven  sims  and  two  daughters. 

Josei>h  llat/enbuhler,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  wa.s  reared  to  manhood  in  Macomb 
county  an<l  pin-siied  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  lie  remained  upon  his  father's 
farm  until  twenty-twti  years  of  age  and  then 
went  to  North  Dakota,  where  he  spent  a  year 
on  a  big  ranch.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  I'etiinied  t{i  Michigan,  thinking  this 
the  best  state  of  all,  and  here  he  i)urehased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  where  he  now  re- 
sides, at  once  begiiuiing  its  cultivation  and 
improvement.  lie  cleared  it,  selling  tlie  tim- 
ber, and  as  the  land  was  prepared  for  the 
I>low,  lie  pnt  in  his  crops  and  in  due  course 
of  time  secured  good  harvests,  the  income 
which  he  derived  from  his  wood  and  timber 
pa.ying  for  the  land.  He  has  helped  to  clear 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  and  he  has  built 
a  good  residence  and  two  good  barns  upon 
his  farm,  lie  has  also  fenced  the  place  and 
planted  an  orchard  and  nmde  the  farm  what 
it  is  to-da.v.  It  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cul- 
livalion  and  improvement,  supplied  witli  all 
]iioilern  etpiipments,  and  in  addition  to  the 
raisijig  of  cereals  Mr.  Ilatzenbuhler  has  been 
successfully  engaged  in  raising  and  feeding 
stock  for  ten  years,  feeding  cattle  and  .stock 
for  the  market.  He  also  conducts  a  dairy 
Imsiness.  He  has  purchased  sixty  acres  ad- 
joining his  original  purchase  and  he  also  owns 
a  iiart  of  the  old  homestead,  comprising  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  made  all 
through  his  own  frugality,  perseverance  and 
indoiuitable  energy. 

Mr.  Ilatzenbuhler  was  juarried  in  Moirnt 
Clemens,  April  25.  1887,  to  Miss  Mary  Pe- 
quignot,  a  daughter  of  Constant  Pequignot,  a 
native  of  France.  The  daughter,  however, 
was  reared  in  Macomb  county.  There  are 
four  living  children  by  this  marriage:  Adell, 
who  is  a  stiident  in  the  Catholic  school  of 
Mount  Clemens ;  Catherine ;  Estella :  and 
Helen.     Thev  also  lost  two  children :  Edward, 
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who  was  drowned  November  27,  19UiJ,  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years ;  and  Mary,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Voting  with  the  republican  party  Mr.  Hatz- 
enbuhler  thus  indicates  his  political  prefer- 
ence, having  given  his  ballot  for  its  presiden- 
tial nominees  since  casting  his  first  vote  for 
Benjamin  Harrison.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  township  treasurer  for  one  year, 
has  been  school  a^es.sor  for  fourteen  years 
and  is  yet  filling  that  office,  and  in  1903  he 
was  elected  and  served  for  a  year  as  super- 
visor, acting  on  a  number  of  important  com- 
mittees, while  on  the  board.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  republican  committee  of  Har- 
rison township  and  a  delegate  to  the  county 
conventions  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
growth  and  success  of  the  party,  taking  a 
helpfnl  part  in  its  local  work.  He  and  his 
wife  were  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  and 
are  members  of  the  church  of  Mount  Clemens, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Colum- 
bus. He  is  a  hard-working,  industrious  farm- 
er who  believes  it  worth  while  to  put  forth 
greater  effort  in  order  to  have  things  upon 
his  place  in  better  condition,  and  his  farm 
to-day  is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of 
untiring  industry  and  capable  management. 


IIOS.  A1!T1H!R  LEWIS  CAXFIELD, 

Arthur  Lewis  CanfieUl,  deceased,  judge  of 
the  sixteenth  circuit  court  of  Michigan,  was 
born  at  Mount  Clemens,  Jaimary  27,  1844, 
and  was  the  youngest  son  of  William  and 
Anne  (Clemens)  Canfleld.  His  father,  born 
at  Chester,  Connecticut,  in  1809,  settled  at 
Mount  Clemens  in  1830  and  at  first  followed 
merchandising,  while  afterward  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  figured  prominently  in  pub- 
lic life  as  state  senator,  sheriff  of  Macomb 
county,  collector  of  internal  revenue  and 
brigadier  general  of  the  state  troops.  Thus 
many  honors  were  conferred  upon  him  and 
his  entire  career  reflected  credit  upon  the 
county  and  state  which  honored  him.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Christian 
Clemens,  and  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment, distinguished  for  her  purity  of  heart 
and  life  and  for  her  exemplary  kindness  and 
benevolence. 

On  the  paternal  side  Judge  Canfield  was 
a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of  Ser- 
geant Thomas  Canfleld,  of  Mulford,  Connect- 
icut, an  English  puritan,  who  settled  in  Con- 
necticut about  1839.  Two  of  his  great- 
grandfathers. Captain  Samuel  CanfieUl   and 


Major  Nathan  Feter.s,  served  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  in  the  R-evoIutionary  war. 
Major  Peters  was  likewise  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  New  London  (Connecticut)  bar. 
On  his  mother's  side  Judge  Canfield  belonged 
to  the  Clemens  family  which  came  from  Hol- 
land and  had  long  resided  in  Germantown 
and  Philadelphia  before  the  removal  to 
Michigan.  All  of  his  Canfield  ancestors  are 
of  New  England  families  of  a  decided  Puri- 
tan type — men  who  lived  on  lands  their  fath- 
ers had  owned,  and  earned  their  livelihood 
from  stubborn  soil,  but  saw  to  it  that  they 
gave  their  children  the  best  educational  ad- 
vantages of  the  times  and  strove  to 
hand  on  to  them  somewhat  improved  the 
heritage  they  themselves  had  received.  They 
were  men  who  served  the  state  honestly  and 
faithfully  in  peace  and  war  and  who  above 
all  other  things  regarded  their  duty  to  Ood 
with  the  stern  conscience  of  old  New  Eng- 
land. On  the  other  side,  his  Clemens  an- 
cestry was  a  line  devoted  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, dwellers  in  cities,  and  whose  Dutch  re- 
ligious temperament  had  become  somewhat 
modified  by  the  environment  of  urban  life 
and  business.  His  character  showed  very 
clearly  his  two  lines  of  descent. 

Judge  Canfield  was  educated  in  the  Mount 
Clemens  schools  and  the  Normal  School  at 
Yypsilanti,  but  his  home  training  greatly  in- 
fiueneed  his  studies  and  tastes.  His  father 
was  a  man  of  fine  training  and  high  ideals, 
who  found  time,  in  addition  to  the  eare  of 
a  large  farm  and  the  duties  of  public  office, 
for  carefid  and  extensive  reading  and  accu- 
rate acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  the  day. 
It  was  as  much  to  his  home  surroundings 
as  school  that  Judge  Canfield  owed  the  stu- 
dious habits  and  love  of  learning  which  char- 
acterized his  after  life  as  well  as  his  interest 
in  public  matters  and  devotion  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  republican  government.  After 
finishing  his  sttidies  in  the  normal  school, 
the  Civil  war  being  in  progress,  he  wished 
to  enter  the  army,  but  circumstacces  pre- 
vented this  and  he  took  up  the  study  of 
the  law,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1866. 
His  studious  habits  continued  throughout 
life.  He  never  forgot  his  early  training  in 
the  classics  and  always  recalled  with  pleas- 
ure favorite  passages  from  the  commentaries 
of  Caesar,  Virgil  and  Tacitus.  He  was  a 
careful  and  diligent  reader  of  the  best  Eng- 
lish and  American  literature  and  was  well 
fl.equainted  with  French  and  German.  He 
had  a  fine  appreciation  of  poetry  and  the 
drama  and  the  best  scientific  and  philosnphi- 
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i.'mI  works  of  the  period  were  familiar  to  him, 
while  he  also  gave  much  thought  and  coii- 
NJileration  to  the  questions  which  they  siig- 
gt'sted,  particularly  to  those  touching  upon 
a  future  life.  His  private  library,  while  not 
large,  was  remarkably  well  selected  and  he 
loved  most  to  be  among  his  books  with  eon- 
iiciiiiij  frii'udK,  diseussing  favorite  authors  or 
plMviiiy:  ii  jiiiiii.'  of  chess,  in  which  he  greatly 
.lelifihti'i!  and  iisuiilly  excelled. 

■Judge  Cantield  returned  to  Mount  Clemens 
to  practice  law  and  lived  for  many  years  at 
his  father's  hoitiestead  on  the  farm  outside 
{)f  the  city.  In  later  years  he  resided  on 
Smith  Oratiot  avenue.  Clients  were  early 
attracted  to  him  and  he  always  had  as  much 
liusinesa  or  more  than  he  wanted.  As  a 
lawyer  he  was  thorough  and  capable,  a  wise 
counselor  and  averse  to  litigation  except 
when  it  was  absolutely  necessary;  skillful  in 
the  trial  of  cases,  and  inflexible  in  guarding 
the  interests  confided  to  him.  He  was  ex- 
tremely conscientious  in  all  things.  His  work 
as  a  lawyer  and  judge  was  characterized  by 
industrious  investigation  and  patient  study 
and  he  desired,  above  all  things,  to  know  the 
real  merits  of  the  ease  before  him  and  the 
exact  rules  of  law  applicable  thereto.  He 
was  deeply  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
the  common  law  and  had  a  natural  sense 
of  justice  and  fair  dealinfi  together  with  an 
overwhelming  contempt  for  the  tricks  and 
devices  of  greed  and  chicanery. 

•Iiidge  Canfleld  was  also  identified  with 
the  republican  party  and  on  political  ques- 
tions his  opinions  were  intelligent  and  de- 
cided. He  served  at  various  times  as  circuit 
court  commissioner,  city  attorney,  circuit 
judge  and  member  of  the  state  commission 
for  the  compilation  of  the  laws.  He  was  a 
member  of  various  social  and  Masonic  or- 
gtUiiKations  at  Mount  Clemens,  but  did  not 
participate  fre(|uently  or  actively  in  their 
functions,  his  disposition  inclining  him  more 
to  the  seclusion  of  his  own  home  and  the 
society  of  a  few  close  friends.  He  was  )iot 
iillied  with  any  church  or  religious  organiza- 
tion, although  he  was  a  firm  adherent  of  the 
jjrinciples  of  Christianit,v  and  thoroughly 
observed  them  in  his  daily  life.  His  creed 
was  broader  than  any  church  and  he  felt 
that  his  intpllcctiia)  independence  would  be 
lessened  by  subscribing  to  the  doctrines  of 
any  denomination. 

Judge  Cantield  was  married  October  6, 
1880,  to  Miss  Emma  G.  Dwyer,  an  adopted 
daughter  of  Dr.  A.  W.  wnd  Adeline  (Jen- 
iiiiii!.s)   TTagcr,  of  New  Sharon.  Maine.     She 


eanie  with  her  adopted  father  to  Mount 
Clemens  in  1868  and  she  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  culture,  whose  influence  in  social 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens  has  been  marked. 
Judge  Cantield  was  a  type  of  his  age  and 
generation — the  generation  of  those  born  to 
the  soil  of  the  state.  He  united  the  quali- 
ties of  his  parents  under  the  conditions  at- 
tendant upon  building  up  a  new  common- 
wealth a  half  century  ago.  There  was  in 
him  a  pride  of  intellectual  worth,  a  con- 
tempt for  merely  material  prosperity,  a  vivid 
interest  in  new  things  and  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  those  tried  and  proven  by  past  ex- 
periences. He  was  intensely  patriotic.  He 
believed  iji  the  national  government,  but  saw 
no  hope  for  it  unless  it  was  administered  by 
the  republican  party.  His  feelings  engen- 
dered during  the  old  anti-slavery  days  and 
the  Civil  war  never  entirely  left  him.  "With 
it  all  he  was  of  a  reflective  and  somewhat 
retiring  disposition— not  aggressive  in  pub- 
lishing his  opinions,  but  seldom  altering 
them.  He  was  true  to  his  family,  faithful  to 
his  friends  and  devoted  to  the  ri'iiublic  and 
the  state. 


LUTHER  PROCTER. 

Luther  Procter,  occupying  a  plcasmit  home 
on  St.  Clair  street,  in  Romeo,  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  business  cares,  but  was 
previously  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
,vet  owns  three  hundred  acres  of  land  east 
of  Romeo.  He  was  born  in  the  towjinliip  of 
Arjoada,  May  10,  1830.  His  fatluT,  John 
Procter,  who  was  known  as  Genecal  Procter, 
was  bom  in  Cheshire  county.  New  lliuiip- 
shire.  Jiily  18.  1799,  and  was  there  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  afterward  removed  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
for  seven  years  by  a  firm  in  Monroe  county. 
He  then  came  west  to  Michigan,  thinking  that 
he  might  have  better  business  opportunities 
in  this  state.  Arriving  in  Macomb  county 
about  1824,  he  purchased  government  land 
east  of  Romeo  in  Armada  township  and  at 
once  began  to  clear  the  fields,  cut  away  the 
forest  trees  and  prepare  the  land  for  the 
plow.  He  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  and  later  purchased  more  land,  in 
course  of  time  developing  an  excellent  farm, 
upon  which  he  built  good  buildings  and  made 
modem  improvements.  He  was  married  in 
this  eounty  to  Miss  Sarah  Freeman,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  in  her  girlhood  days  was 
brought  to  Michigan  by  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Newman  Freeman.  Mr.  Procter  reared 
his  family  upon  the  home  farm  and  there 
spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  1860.  His  wife  survived  him  and  died 
in  1862.  In  order  of  birth  their  children 
were  as  follows:  Matilda,  bom  in  1828,  is 
deceased:  Luther  is  the  next  of  the  family; 
Benjamin  F.,  bom  June  24,  1832,  married 
Sarah  Barkliam  and  is  deeeaseii,  while  his 
widow  still  lives  on  the  old  home  farm ;  Susan 
L.,  bom  in  1835,  is  the  widow  of  Charles 
Jerome  and  resides  in  Romeo ;  John  L.,  bom 
in  1839,  lives  with  his  sister  Susan;  George 
W.,  born  in  1841,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Ellen  E.,  born  in  1843,  is  the  widow 
of  Har\-ey  Mellen  and  also  makes  her  home  in 
Itomeo. 

Lnther  Procter  was  reared  to  manhood 
upon  the  old  homestead  and  is  indebted  t<i 
the  piibJic-school  system  of  the  county  foi- 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  He 
was  trained  to  farm  work  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  was  first  married 
in  1866  to  Wiss  Harriet  Ij.  Sterling,  a  native 
of  Macomb  county,  born  April  16,  1836,  in 
Washington  township,  and  a  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain Azariah  and  Miranda  (Leach)  Sterling. 
Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county  who  came  from  New  York  to 
Michigan.  He  won  his  title  by  service  m  the 
state  militia  of  New  York.  Following  his 
marriage  Mr.  Procter  located  on  a  farm,  hav- 
ing eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  began  to 
improve.  Later  he  purchased  more  land  as 
his  financial  resources  permitted  and  he  i-s 
now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  tract  of  thnw 
hundred  and  ten  acres.  Hero  he  has  eivcted 
good  buildings,  has  secured  modern  farm  ma- 
chinery to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fichls, 
has  planted  an  orchard  and  altogether  has 
one  of  the  Iwst  improved  farm  propert.ies  in 
his  part  of  the  county.  He  also  maintains 
a  deer  park,  around  which  is  a  high  wire 
fence,  and  here  for  a  number  of  years  he 
has  had  several  deer,  now  having  six  head, 

Mr.  Procter  lost  his  first  wife  in  1884. 
There  was  one  son  b,v  that  marriage,  Charles 
S,.  who  was  born  March  21,  1867,  and  died 
March  lit.  1!I04,  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico, 
where  lie  had  gone  with  the  hope  of  benefit- 
ing his  health.  He  was  a  young  man  of  ex- 
emplary habits  and  upright  character,  greatly 
esteemetl  by  all,  and  his  death  brought  an 
almost  unbearable  loss  to  the  father,  who  thus 
lost  his  only  child. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Procter  ehose  Mrs. 
Annette  King  of  Imlay  City,  Lapeer  county, 


Michigan,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
1886.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jirah  and  Jjouisa 
(Blaeli)  Cardwell,  and  by  her  former  mar- 
riage had  three  children:  Jirah  A.,  born 
October  29,  1866,  is  now  a  teacher  in  North 
Dakota.  Carrie,  bom  December  16,  1864, 
married  John  Edwards  and  resides  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  Blanch  L,,  born  August  22, 
1878,  completed  a  four  years'  course  at  Olivet 
College,  Eaton  County,  Michigan,  and  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  at  Ann 
Arbor  in  1903.  She  is  now  principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Delray,  near  Detroit. 

Politically  Mr.  Procter  is  a  republican,  who 
has  been  unfaltering  in  his  support  of  the 
party  since  casting  his  fii-st  presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856.  He  has  never 
ajipired  to  office,  however,  preferring  that 
others  shall  occupy  the  official  positions.  In 
the  spring  of  1905  he  removed  from  his  fanu 
to  Romeo  and  purchased  a  neat  residence  on 
West  St.  Clair  street.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  county  for  seventy-five  years  and  has 
seen  its  development  and  growth  from  pio- 
neer times  when  the  greater  part  of  the  coun- 
ty was  wild  and  unimproved.  He  has  wit- 
nessed the  introduction  of  the  telegraph  and 
telephone,  the  building  of  towns  and  villages 
and  the  undertaking  of  many  business  enter- 
prises. In  all  that  has  been  accomplished  he 
has  borne  a  public-spirited  interest  and  has 
himself  led  an  active  and  useful  life,  being 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  business 
men  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  a  genial, 
kind  heart  and  ready  hand  and  his  sterling 
worth  has  gained  him  the  friendship  and 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


HENRY  KTEI'UKNS, 

Henry  Stephens,  flnancicc  and  Jiiinhernian, 
whose  name  was  long  a  force  iii  industrial 
and  commercial  circles  of  Michigan  and  is 
now  found  upon  the  state's  roll  of  hon- 
ored dead,  was  a  native  of  Dublhi,  Ireland. 
and  was  a  son  of  Robert  Fj.  Stephens,  who 
brought  his  family  to  the  new  world  when 
his  son  Henry  was  four  years  of  age.  The 
family  home  was  established  in  ('anada  and 
the  son  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
schools  there  for  a  few  months  but  was  prac- 
tically self-educated,  learning  from  each  ex- 
perience and  step  which  he  made  in  life 
valuable  lessons  that  were  turned  to  account 
as  changing  conditions  in  his  business  career 
called   fortli    a    now    line    of   m't'ion.      When 


.G'.^ogle 


HrMRY  STLPHEHS 


d  by  Google 


>y  Google 


'AST    AM)    iMiESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


sovt'iiteen  yeai-s  of  age  he  came  to  Koiiieo, 
ivliere  liis  brother  owned  a  store  and  not  long 
iiftenvard  he  pnrchased  the  store  and  en- 
tt^i'ed  npon  a.  bnsiness  career  as  creditable 
as  remarkable.  It  was  marked  by  consecu- 
tive progress  and  he  found  in  each  transition 
stage  opportunity  for  further  ad vai] cement. 
Each  step  was  carefully  and  deliberately 
made  and  he  seemed  to  have  reached  at  every 
jiojnt  of  his  career  the  utmost  possibility  of 
iiecomplishment  at  that  point.  He  early 
noted  the  opportunity  for  investment  in  the 
lumber  industry  and  was  among  the  promo- 
ters of  this  line  of  w»rk  which  became  a 
cbief  source  of  revenue  to  the  state.  Pur- 
tibiisiuir  land  from  time  lo  time,  his  lumber 
iiitorcsts  reachcil  very  I'xteiisive  and  profit- 
able proportions,  and  in  the  development  of 
tlie  Inisiness  he  displayed  au  euergv  and 
foresight  seldom  equalled  lie  was  not 
merely  a  follower  but  a  leader  ]n  the  on 
AVfird  march  of  progress  whith  has  chara 
terized  business  conditions  and  his  name  be 
i-iime  a  power  in  commercial  (iicks  ni  tli 
state. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  married.  September  20, 
18o;{,  to  Miss  Clarinda  Leet,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  ,\lhert  Leet.  one  of  the  pioneer  pliysi- 
ciMus  of  Macomb  eoirnty,  who  was  born  in 
Comiceticut  but  in  1S4H  liei-iiine  a  resilient 
of  Romeo,  where  he  remained  until  liis  death, 
IMk  In-iiad  hinuaiiitiirian  s|iit'it  was  initiii- 
fested  in  his  in-aetiee.  He  was  a  mall  .>f  tine 
pi'esence,  of  social  ((ualities  that  rendered 
liiiii  |")pular  and  the  iiossessor  of  traits  of 
ebaraeter  that  made  liiin  respeete(]  bv  al! 
wlio  knew  bim.  Dr.  Leet  was  nmn-ied  to 
Miss  (^atlierine  I'aleu,  a  native  of  I'aleiitield, 
lii-eene  county,  Xew  York,  wlio  died  in  190(1. 

.Mr.  and  iMrs.  Stephens  became  the  \Mi-<-uU 
of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  [leur.v  A.,  a 
pi'omineiit  business  man  of  Detroit,  who  is 
liiddiiiL'  extensive  cojnmercial  interesls;  .\l- 
l<-n  L..  a  re.'iideiit  of  Detroit:  and  (Catherine, 
M-bo  beeami'  tlie  wife  of  Charles*  Melver  anil 
died  at  Old  Mission,  in  San  -lose,  California, 
in   1899, 

Mr.  Stephens  passed  awav  at  the  same 
].laee,  February  •>'>.  188r>,  and  bis  death  was 
the  oceasion  of  dee|i  regi'et  in  business  eir- 
<-l<>«,  where  bis  labors  bad  been  of  <!ir-eet  or 
indir.'et  benefit  to  huiulreds:  in  social  cii'- 
cles.  wbero  bis  force  of  eharaeter,  attractive 
peivsonality    and    kirjdl.v    eousi<ler-ation    for 
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deeply  and  actively  interested  in  the  politi- 
cal issues  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  one  of  the  early  members  and 
organizers  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at 
Romeo  and  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  became  a  generous  contributor  to 
various  churches   and   charities. 


FKAXK  A.  HVWATJ^:ii, 

Frank  A.  Bywater,  the  ettieient  and  popu- 
lar postmaster  at  Memphis,  Michigan,  was 
born  near  this  town.  May  -i,  1865,  a  son  of 
John  and  Carrie  (Tiller)  Bywater,  the  for- 
niei-  a  native  of  Warwickshire  and  the  latter 
(if  Hampshire,  England,  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Bywater,  was  also  a  native  of 
Warwickshire  and  came  to  America  about 
18i0,  locating  first  in  Ohio,  whence  he  after- 
ward removed  to  JIaeomb  county,  Michigan, 
sittling  near  Riehnmnd,  where  he  remained 
f  n  a  few  yeara.  He  then  removed  to  Hem- 
1  his,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  da,VB,  de- 
\oting  liis  attention  in  part  to  general  farm- 
mg  and  while  in  England  he  was  a  silk 
weaver.  Wlien  but  a  lio.v  John  Bywater.  Jr.. 
began  working  on  the  Mis.sissippi  river,  run- 
ning rafts  and  doing  other  service.  In  1850 
he  made  a  trip  overland  to  California,  acting 
as  ea|itain  of  an  emigrant  party  going  out 
to  the  goldfields.  He  nmde  thn^  trips  prior 
to  his  marriage  and  later  he  made  a  trip 
for  Butt erfi eld  &  Patterson,  stockmen  of 
Michigan.  In  addition  to  conveying  a  party 
(if  emigrants  across  the  plains  at  that  tinu- 
lie  look  a  nuiaber  of  Ibovoughbi'cd  horses. 
eattl<'  and  sheep,  having  more  or  less  trouble 
with  the  Indians  on  this  as  well  as  on  other 
trips.  The  red  men  greatly  admired  the 
thoroughbred  stock  and  tried  hard  to  get 
them  awa.v  from  him. 

On  bis  return  Mr.  Bywater  located  a  half 
nn'le  south  of  Memphis,  where  his  wife  and 
two  children  were  living,  and  continued  to 
eullivate  and  improve  that  farm  until  .18fi5. 
when  be  bought  one  hundred  and  tv\'erity-five 
acres  of  land,  two  miles  west  and  a  half  mile 
south  of  Memphis.  There  he  established  lii; 
home,  rcTuaining  in  that  locality  until  187(i, 
during  which  time  he  improved  the  jn'operty. 
He  then  Mild  out  and  with  his  family  went 
to  San  Franci.seo,  (California,  and  on  to  Port- 
land, Oregon,  but  remained  at  that  place  only 
a  short  time.  Ue  then  removed  to  Salem, 
Oregon,  and  six  weeks  later  he  fitted  out  an 
einigrant  wagon  with  which  he  traveled  to 
SaerauKndo,     California,     a    distance    of    six 
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Imndred  miles,  making  this  trip  because  ol 
his  wife's  ill  health.  She  was  beneiited  by 
the  change  of  climate  and  after  two  weeks 
spent  in  Sacramento  he  sold  his  team  and 
returned  by  way  of  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road. The  Indians  at  that  time  were  on  the 
warpath.  The  Custer  massacre  oeeurred 
iibout  that  time  and  the  By  water  family  nar- 
rowly escaped  being  captured  by  the  red 
men.  The  fact  that  a  train  load  of  soldiers 
had  just  arrived,  replaced  the  track  which 
liad  been  torn  up  by  the  Indians  and  drove 
the  red  men  away,  accounts  for  their  safe 
.ioumey.  The  report,  however,  reached  Mich- 
igan that  they  had  been  murdered  by  the 
Indians.  Traveling  eastward  to  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas,  they  remained  there  for  two 
weeks.  Mr.  Bywater  searching  for  a  favor- 
able location  but  not  finding  one,  they  con- 
tinued on  their  way  to  Michigan  and  greatly 
surprised  their  old  friends  who  believed  that 
they  had  been  scalped.  Mr.  Bywater  then 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  moved 
west  of  Memphis  and  he  was  also  forced  to 
purchase  again  his  former  farm,  for  the  man 
to  whom  he  had  sold  it  was  unable  to  meet 
his  obligations.  The  family,  however,  made 
their  home  on  what  was  known  as  the  Kigg 
farm,  where  they  continued  until  1895,  when 
Mr.  Bywater  retired  from  active  agricultural 
pursuits  and  established  his  home  in  Mem- 
phis. The  old  desire  for  travel  remained 
with  him  and  about  1888  he  made  a  trip  to 
Seattle  with  the  intention  of  visiting  the 
scenes  of  his  early  experiences  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  but  after  a  short  time  his  desire  to  see 
his  family  became  so  strong  that  he  did  not 
carry  out  his  intentions  with  regard  to  his 
western  visit.  During  the  last  years  of  his 
life  he  lived  in  retirement  from  business 
cares  and  spent  nnich  of  his  time  in  travel, 
visiting  many  places  of  interest.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  1896  and  he  died  in  1900,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bywater  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children:  Julia  is  the  wife  of 
K.  A.  Bartlett,  of  Memphis;  Alice  is  the  wife 
of  F.  B.  "Wade,  of  Memphis;  Edith  is  the 
wife  of  C.  D.  Prichard;  of  Memphis;  Frank 
A.  is  the  next  younger;  Edwin  L.  resides  in 
Detroit ;  John  is  deceased ;  Mabel  is  the  wife 
of  Stephen  Dinsniore,  of  Capac,  Michigan. 
John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  yeai-s, 
being  killed  by  a  load  of  wood  falling  on  him. 
He  was  a  popular  young  man,  having  many 
friends  who  deeply  regretted  his  death. 

Frank  A.  Bywater  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  his  father's  farm   and   acquired   his  edu- 


cation in  the  schools  of  Memphis.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  here,  the  father  giving 
him  his  time.  He  was  associated  with  F.  B. 
Wade  under  the  firm  name  of  Wade  &  By- 
water  and  this  business  was  continued  by 
them  for  eleven  years  with  good  success. 
They  then  sold  out  and  Mr.  Bywater  engaged 
in  farming  on  land  previous^  belonging  to 
George  H.  Stewart,  one  and  a  half  miles  south 
of  Memphis.  There  he  continued  until  1904, 
meeting  with  fair  success,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  Memphis  and  is  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  that  position,  being 
a  popular  and  effieient  officer. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1888,  Frank  A. 
Bywater  married  Nina.  M,  Cole,  of  St.  Clair 
county,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  11.  Cole,  who 
for  many  years  practiced  medicine  in  Mem- 
phis and  died  in  1904.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Celia.  Mr.  Bywater  ia  a  Mason  and  a 
Knight  of  the  Maccabees  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  popular  young  people,  enjoying  the 
friendship  of  many  and  the  hospitality  of 
the  best  homes  of  the  town  and  surroundinir 
district. 


TBANCiOTT   LUNGEKMIIArSEX. 

Trangott  Lungershausen,  of  .Mount  Clem- 
ens, was  born  July  1,  1833,  in  Artcrn,  Prus- 
sia, and  when  he  came  to  America  he  was 
almost  penniless.  His  life,  therefore,  is  an- 
other proof  of  the  opportunities  and  advan- 
tages which  this  country  affords  to  young 
men  of  energy,  determination  and  ability, 
for  he  is  to-day  classed  among  the  bankers 
of  his  adopted  city.  He  has,  moreover,  fig- 
ured prominently  in  public  affairs  here  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
with  official  preferment.  He  is  a  son  of  Gott- 
werth  and  Caroline  Lungershausen,  His 
father  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
commission  business,  and  was  a  retired  offi- 
cer of  the  Prussian  army.  The  genealogical 
historj'  of  the  Lungershausen  family  has 
been  traced  back  to  the  twelfth  century  and 
includes  upon  its  pages  the  names  of  many 
barons,  counts,  soldiers,  ministers  and  states- 
men. 

Trangott  Lungershausen  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  com- 
pleting his  course  by  graduation  in  1848. 
Soon  afterward  he  became  a  clerk  in  the 
Imperial  Salt  Works  at  Artem,  Prussia,  and 
remained  there  for  three  years,  when  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  tlie  count.v  court  at  Sangers- 
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]i;uisi'ii.  I'l'iiNsiii,  where  lie  spent  one  year, 
lliiviiiff  Httiiiiied  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  tJieii  ti)ok  pHHsage  on  a  sailing  vessel  at 
Hrenien  for  Xew  York,  where  lie  landed  July 
13,  1852,  after  a  voyage  of  eight  weeks.  His 
total  possessions  at  that  time  were  his 
t^lothes  and  two  dollars  and  a  halt  in  gold, 
Init  soon  after  reaching  the  eastern  metrop- 
olis he  spent  his  last  eent  in  paying  railroad 
fare  to  a  small  town  about  one  hundred 
miles  from  New  York,  where  a  railroad  line 
\\'i\»  li(?ing  eoriKti'oeted,  jnen  heing  needed  to 
woi'k  on  lln-  I'oad.  lie  thought  that  he  might 
S(>i-in'('  I'liiplovnirnt  there,  hut  when  he 
ri'iieJied  his  destination  a  strike  wiis  on  and 
!h'  c'onld  get  no  work,  so  he  walked  back  to 
■lersey  (.'ity.  There  he  pawned  his  poeket- 
Ixmk  for  fifteen  eents  in  order  to  pay  the 
fei'cy  passage  across  the  river  to  Xew  York. 
He  remained  in  New  York  for  three  nionlhs. 
A  man  of  his  deteniiiniiti(ni.  pini'k  inid  per- 
severance could  not  long  reitiaiti  idle  and 
he  scenred  «  (■lerkshi|>  in  a  groeery  store.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  eanie  to  Michigan  and 
ln'giin  work  on  a  farm  in  Ciintoti  township, 
.Maeoml)  eonntv..  lie  afterward  weni  to 
Kault  Waiiite  .Marie,  where  h<-  worke.l  for 
three  tuontlis.  assisting  iti  building  the  timt 
loeks  in  tile  government  eanal.  lie  after- 
ward went  to  Detroit,  where  he  learned  the 
ear|ientei-'s  trade  and  in  IH-'iti  he  again  re- 
moved to  the  township  of  Clinton.  Maeomh 
eoiintv.  Ahout  this  Ihne  he  nnirried  Kme- 
lie  Hteidiei't  and  heeame  a  farmer,  eai'rying 
on  agrieiiltoral  pursnitn  until  he  took  np  his 
ahode  in  Mount  Clemens  in  1H71-  Here  he 
endiarked  in  the  flour  and  feed  husiness  in 
the  hnildlng  now  known  as  Cass  Hotel,  in 
the  real'  of  the  courthouse.  After  one  ajid 
a  half  years  he  sold  his  stcn'e  and  heeame 
a  i.artner  of  -lohit  Koeker  in  a  hardware 
husini'ss  in  the  same  building.  A  short  time 
after  they  removed  lh(Mr  stock  to  the  store 
Jiow  ..eeniiied  by  F,  I'.  I'llrieh  on  the  west 
side  of  Court  street.  a(nl  i\v.  lioeker  sold 
out  to  Charles  Zange.  while  Mr.  l.ungers- 
hansen  soon  afterwar(i  sold  his  interest  to 
Martin  Puleher. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  .Mr.  Dnngershausen  was 
a  ean.lidate  foi'  the  oftie.'  of  register  of  deeds 
on  the  demoei'atie  ticket  and  was  elected.  He 
was  again  (diosen  bv  |iublic  vote  in  IHTIl  and 
1878.  and  he  served  as  de|Hitv  I'egister  for 
llir  ensuing  fourteen  years.     In  UH2  he  was 
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the  oftice,  being  ehairnnm  of  tlie  hoard  from 
1901  until  1!)0;J,  inclusive.  His  connection 
with  public  affairs,  however,  has  not  entirely 
severed  his  connection  with  business  life 
here,  for  he  is  to-day  the  vice-president  of 
Moinit  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  which  he  as- 
sisted in  organizing  and  of*  wldeh  ho  has 
been  a  director  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
His  political  allegiance  has  always  been 
given  to  the  democratic  party  since  he  ob- 
tained his  right  of  franchise  in  America. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lungers- 
hansen  has  been  blessed  with  six  children ; 
Ida,  who  heeame  the  wife  of  Charles  (1  Flne- 
nier,  and  died  in  1888 ;  Clara,  at  home ;  (Jns- 
tave.  an  attendant  of  the  Park  Bathhouse: 
Oscar  C,  an  attome.v-at-law  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens: Waldemar,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
this  cit.v:  and  Alma,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Osear  Charles  was  born  in  Clinton  township. 
Maeond)  county.  February  iJ6,  1865,  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  took  a  law  course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  with  the  class  of  1887. 
He  has  since  been  a  practitioner  in  Mount 
Clenrens  and  in  1892  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attoj-ney.  For  seven  years  he  was  city 
attorney,  while  for  four  years  he  was  city 
court  eommi.ssiimer.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
gajiiKers  of  the  I'llrieh  Savings  Bank,  of 
whieli  he  is  a  director,  anil  he  is  likewise  a 
director  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
New  Haven  Hank  at  New  Haven,  and  of  the 
Macomb  Connty  Savings  Bank  at  Lenox, 
Michigan.  Ke  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  since  1887  and  is  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  democratic  party.  The 
youngest  son,  Waldemar  T.  Lnngershansen. 
now  a  practicing  physician  and  snrgeouiof 
Mount  Clemens,  was  bom  May  21,  1877,  and 
eoutinned  his  public  school  education  until 
he  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1888.  He  tlien  entered  the  Michi- 
gan University,  pursued  the  medical  and  lit- 
erary courses  and  later  attended  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1897,  This  was  followed  by 
three  years'  study  in  the  German  University, 
wlicre  he  pursued  a  clinical  course,  and  in 
1900  he  returned  to  his  native  city  and 
opened  an  office  in  Mount  Clemens.  Here  he 
has  enjoyed  a  liberal  bathing  practice.  Pro- 
fessionally he  is  connected  with  the  Michi- 
gan State  and  American  Medical  Societies 
and  socially  with  the  Masonic  and  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternities. 

Trangott  Lungershausen  has  been  a  val- 
ued member  of   Mount   Clemens  lodge.   No. 
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6,  A.  P.  &  A.  ai.,  since  1884,  and  he  also 
belongs  to  Mount  Clemens  chapter,  E.  A. 
M.,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  to  the 
Arbeiter  Unterstuetzungs  Verein,  of  which  he 
was  president  for  many  years. 

While  not  an  active  member  he  attends 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  chnrch.  The  true 
measure  of  success  is  determined  by  what 
one  has  accomplished,  and  viewed  in  this 
light,  Mr.  Lungershausen  may  well  be  called 
a  most  successful  man.  Almost  penniless 
during  the  first  few  months  of  his  residence 
in  the  new  world,  he  has  gradually  advanced 
in  the  walks  of  life  demanding  close  appli- 
cation and  strong  intellectuality.  He  has 
won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation.  In 
his  business  dealings  he  is  known  for  his 
prompt  and  honorable  methods,  while  his 
offleial  career  as  well  as  his  business  record 
has  won  him  the  deserved  and  unqualified 
eoniidence  of  his   fellowmen. 


.MKS.  J.  11.  BRABB. 

Mrs.  J.  II.  Brabb  is  one  of  the  few  remain- 
ing early  settlers  of  Romeo.  She  can  remem- 
ber when  this  thrifty  little  city  was  a 
cross-roads  village,  it  being  scarcely  more 
than  a  hamlet  when  in  her  childhood  days, 
in  1835,  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Michigan.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  having  been  born  in  Fulton  county. 
New  York,  iji  1824.  Her  father,  Marvel 
Shaw,  was  likewise  l)orn  in  New  York,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  married 
Roxauna  Kennedy,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Saratoga  county.  New  York.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  there  and  for 
several  years  Mr,  Shaw  continued  to  en- 
gage in  tilling  the  soil  in  the  east.  During 
this  period  the  family  circle  was  increased 
by  the  addition  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  In  1835  Mr.  Shaw  removed  to 
the  west,  settling  in  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, the  primitive  condition  of  which  dis- 
trict is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  much  of 
the  land  was  still  in  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment, so  that  it  was  entirely  devoid  of  im- 
provements. Only  here  and  there  were  seen 
evidences  of  an  advanced  civilization.  Mr. 
Shaw  secured  land  from  the  government  in 
Washington  township,  near  Romeo,  and 
having  cut  down  the  trees  and  cleared  the 
ground,  he  fenced  his  farm  and  tilled  his 
fields,  making  a  good  farm  property  as  the 
years  passed  by.  Here  he  reared  his  family 
and  his  last  days  were  spent  in  R-omeo.    He 


was  a  successful  farmer  and  financier,  mak- 
ing judicious  investments  of  his  earnings  in 
land  and  as  the  years  passed  he  became  the 
owner  of  large  tracts  of  farm  land.  He  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  typical  and  reliable 
business  men  of  Macomb  county,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1876,  was  the  occa- 
sion of  deep  and  widespread  regret.  He  had 
for  two  years  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  1874. 

Mrs.  Brabb  is  the  only  surviving  member 
of  her  father's  family.  Her  girlhood  days 
were  spent  upon  the  old  homestead  farm  and 
she  was  educated  in  Romeo.  Under  her 
mother's  direction  she  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  the  household  and  was  thus  well 
equipped  to  eare  for  a  home  of  her  own.  In 
1844  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John 
H.  Brabb,  who  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  born  in  1822.  He  came  to  the  new 
world  with  his  father  when  a  lad  of  ten 
years  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Sla- 
eomb  county.  Following  their  marriage  the 
young  couple  located  upon  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Bruce  and  Mr.  Brabb  there  de- 
voted his  energies  to  agricultural  piirsuits 
for  a  number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Romeo,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  grain  and  loaning  money. 
He  possessed  keen  business  discernment  and 
excellent  sagacity  and  was  seldom,  if  ever, 
at  fault  in  matters  of  business  .iudgment. 
He  became  associated  with  the  First  National 
Bank  soon  after  its  organization  and  was  its 
president  until  the  time  of  his  death,  April 
23,  1894.  In  tbi'  hnnk  he  instituted  a  safe, 
conservative  iiolicy  whii'li  won  public  con- 
fidence and  secnnnl  fin-  tJU'  institution  a  high 
degree  of  success.  His  business  methods 
were  such  as  would  always  bear  investiga- 
tion and  scrutiny  and  his  business  record 
was  creditable,  winning  him  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  the  general  public.  He  never 
made  engagements  that  he  did  not  keep,  nor 
incurred  obligations  that  he  did  not  meet, 
and  thus  his  name  became  known  as  a  syno- 
nym of  commercial  integrity  mid  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brabb  were  the  jiai'cnts  of 
one  son— M.  I.  Brabb,  who  was  reared  in 
Romeo  from  the  age  of  nine  years  and  pur- 
sued a  course  in  the  high  school  here.  lie 
afterward  attended  Eastman's  National 
Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  and  when  he  had  completed  his  studies 
at  that  institution  he  returned  home  and  be- 
gan clerking  and  bookkeeping.  He  after- 
ward became  a  director  in  the  First  National 
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Kank  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  was 
elected  president.  This  office  he  has  filled 
continuously  until  the  present  time,  although 
the  institution  was  reorganized  in  May,  1897, 
and  has  since  been  known  as  the  Romeo 
Savings  Bank.  Under  his  direction  this  re- 
liable institution  has  become  one  of  the  most 
lirosperous  in  the  county.  He  enjoys  an  en- 
viable reputation  in  banking  circles.  It  is 
true  that  he  entered  upon  a  business  already 
established,  but  in  enlarging  this  he  has  dis- 
played executive  force  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, which  classes  him  with  the  representa- 
tive financiers  of  JIacomb  county,  Romeo 
has  also  profited  by  encouragement  and  aid 
which  he  has  given  to  many  of  her  public 
enterprises  and  he  is  enrolled  among  the 
valuable  and  representative  men.  He  is  also 
]>resident  of  the  Burt  &  Brabb  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Ford,  Kentucky,  a  thrifty  and  prof- 
itable corporation. 

M.  I.  Brabb  was  married  in  Homeo  to  JHss 
Louise  8.  Collins,  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  and  reared  in  Romeo,  They  have  one 
fion — Roy  C,  who  is  now  married  and  resides 
in  Detroit.  M.  I.  Brabb  removed  with  his 
family  to  Detroit  in  190:i,  and  is  now  living 
in  that  city.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the 
order  of  Masonry  and  is  n  member  of  the 
lodj^e,  ehH])ter.  coiiiiiiJindi'ry.  eoiisislnt'y  and 


MICHAEL  HETZEL  CRISSMAN. 

Deacon  Michael  H.  Crissman,  a  capitalist 
of  Romeo  and  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  state,  has  resided  in  Macomb 
county  since  1833.  Thus  for  seventy-two 
years  he  has  witnessed  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  this  portion  of  the  state  and  has  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  events  which  have 
formed  its  history  and  established  its  policy, 
making  it  one  of  the  leading  counties  of  this 
great  commonwealth.  Mr.  Crissman  was 
born  at  Blairstown,  in  Warren  count.v.  New 
Jersey,  March  21,  1827,  his  parents  being 
Benjamin  and  Mary  {Kern}  Crissman.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Crissman,  was  a 
native  of  Cermany  and  after  coming  to  Amer- 
ica served  this  country  as  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Blairstown,  and  it  was  there  that 
his  son,  Benjamin  Crissman,  was  born  in 
1788.  Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity 
he  was  married  in  1812  to  Miss  Jlary  Kern. 
By  trade  he  was  a  tailor  and  he  carried  on 
linsiness  in  Blairstown  until  after  the  birth  of 


all  their  children.  In  1833  he  arrived  in 
Michigan,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Washington 
township,  Macomb  county,  upon  which  was  a 
little  log  cabin,  while  thirty  acres  of  the  land 
was  cleared  and  improved.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  for  several  years  and  also  carried  on 
the  work  of  the  farm  and  his  labors  proved 
effective  in  promoting  general  prosperity  and 
upbuilding  here.  He  died  in  May,  1862, 
having  for  several  years  survived  his  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1853.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  btit  only  two  are  now  living,  the 
brother  being  Amos  Crissman,  of  Romeo. 

Michael  H.  Crissman  of  this  review  spent 
his  boyhood  days  in  the  usual  manner  of  lads 
in  a  frontier  settlement.  He  shared  with  the 
family  in  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer 
life  and  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  de- 
veloping a  new  farm.  He  knows  what  it  is 
to  cut  timber  in  the  forest,  to  plow  new  land 
and  to  harvest  crops  with  the  crude  imple- 
ments which  were  then  in  use.  He  contin- 
ued to  reside  with  his  father  until  his  mar- 
riage, after  which  his  father  resided  with 
him  until  his  death.  His  educational  privi- 
leges afforded  by  the  district  schools  were 
supplemented  by  study  in  the  Oxford  Select 
School,  at  Oxford,  Michigan. 

He  was  married  in  Deckertown,  Sussex 
county.  New  Jersey.  November  13,  1855,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Kern,  a  native  of  Warren 
county,  that  state,  and  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Kern,  who  was  also  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey, Following  their  marriage  Mr.  Criss- 
man returned  with  his  bride  to  the  home  farm 
in  Michigan  and  became  the  owner  of  this 
place,  comprising  two  hundred  and  twenty 
i-cres,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  and 
improve  for  a  long  period.  He  also  bought 
more  land  adjoining  that  tract  and  later  pur- 
chased several  farms  until  he  was  the  owner 
of  three  valuable  farming  properties.  He 
continued  to  operate  his  farm  until  1900, 
but  in  1890  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Romeo, 
purchasing  the  place  in  which  he  now  lives. 
He  has  been  a  very  successful  farmer  and 
business  man  and  aside  from  agricultural 
interests  he  has  made  considerable  through 
loaning  money.  In  this  way  he  has  also  con- 
tributed to  the  improvement  of  the  county, 
for  he  has  loaned  money  where  it  has  stimii- 
lated  industries  and  enterprises  of  the  county. 

In  1901  Mr.  Crissman  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  Io«s  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
2nd  of  March  of  that  year  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Mount  Vernon  cemetery.  By  this 
marriage   there   were   born   ten   children,   of 
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wlioiii  nine  iiK-  liviii{i,  iiiimely:  William  Le- 
ivy,  a  pi'aeticing  Inwytr  of  Cedar  Kapids, 
Iowa ;  Charles  Elmer,  who  (»wns  and  operates 
th«  old  Ci-iwiiiian  farm:  Michael  Hugh,  a 
banker  of  Olin,  Iowa;  Ir(!mi  0.,  the  wife  of 
Ebei"  D('iiiiisoii,  of  Koiiieo ;  Mary  C,  th(!  wife 
of  Van  W.  KatoD,  owner  of  an  elevator  at 
llonieo;  Ora  C.  the  wife  of  [U'liry  I^torton, 
of  Muskegon,  Michifran;  Lorettn  ('..  thr  wife 
of  W.  N.  Sweney,  eoinitv  clerk  at  Hiiy 
City,  Michifran;  Laiii'n  ('..  tlie  wife  of  Fred 
A.  Kckert,  superiiiteiulent  of  tli<-  Northern 
Electrical  KnsifieerinK  Works,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Alice  C..  the  wife  .if  Ijiifiivette  A. 
Bates,  of  R^mi.'o;  and  Marpiret.  who  died  at 
the  ii^e  of  foiii'teeii   vears. 

Politically  Mr.  Cri'sKiiiMn  lias  hi-eii  a  life- 
long republiean  ntid  he  i-as:t  his  first  in'csi- 
dentiai  vote  for  Jjewis  Cass,  while  his  second 
ballot  was  giviMi  to  .lohn  ('.  Freiiiiint,  fii'st 
candidate  of  the  rejuililiciiii  [larty.  In  Wash- 
ington township  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  but  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the 
Kense  of  ofSee  seekinpr.  Tie  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church,  in  which  lie  has  served 
as  deacon,  and  he  is  well  known  in  his  locality 
as  Deacoji  Cris.sinan.  For  foin-  years  he  has 
traveled  quite  extensively,  going  fi-om  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  visiting  Mexico  and 
the  western  states  as  well  as  localities  in  the 
east.  lie  has  thus  gained  a  good  knowledge 
of  his  native  country.  His  business  career 
lias  proved  that  success  is  ambition's  answer 
and  it  also  indicates  that  persistent,  earnest 
and  honorable  labor  constitutes  the  key  that 
unlocks  the  portals  of  pros])erity.  He  has  as- 
sisted all  his  children  in  a  financial  wa.v  and 
he  has  also  been  an  advocate  of  public-spirited 
measures  for  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
Having  lived  in  Macomb  county  for  seventy- 
two  years  he  is  very  well  known  within  its 
borders  and  his  mind  bears  the  impress  of  its 
development  and  upbuilding  while  he  has  ever 
taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  a<-(-oni- 
plished  here. 


TAL.MADCE  A.  LEK. 

Talmadge  A.  Lee  is  a  well  known  and  pop- 
ular business  man  of  Mount  Clemens,  being 
the  present  manager  of  the  Lee  Printing 
Company,  with  office  at  No.  92  North  Walnut 
street.  This  company  was  established  in 
1894,  and  their  present  modem  and  commo- 
dious printing  house  was  built  in  1896.  Mr, 
Lee  of  this  review  was  born  in  .\bnni1  Ch'm- 


ens  and  was  educated  in  the  city  schools.    lu 
early  life  he  learned  the  printer's  trade. 

Walter  T.  Lee,  the  father  of  our  sub.jee!, 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Lee  Printing  Com- 
pany and  was  forinerl,v  proininentl,v  identified 
with  journalism  id  .Mai-onib  <-oim1y.  In  18fiii, 
in  ctmnection  with  lion.  Kdgar  Weeks,  \w 
became  owner  and  publisher  of  The  -Monitor, 
which  w;i>!  a  r<>|:ulilieiin  |ni[)er,  and  in  that 
enterpi'ise  be  met  with  sne<-ess,  becomiiifr  sole' 
pniprietm-  at  tbe  end  of  a  yeai'.  Sub.si>i|iii>ntly 
he  sold  out  tu  1).  M.  ('(Hiper.  who  in  turn 
sold  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  the  latter  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  B.  Nellis  &  Son,  who  are  still 
conducting  the  paper.  In  187-^  Walter  T.  Ijce 
started  the  Mount  Clemens  True  Record, 
which  after  a  brief  existence  was  merged  in- 
to the  Mount  Clemens  lie|nibtican.  conducted 
by  W.  X.  Miller  &  Coni]uniy  fi)i-  n  time. 


MRS.  JOHN  KIEh'FEIi. 

Mrs.  John  Kieffer,  owner  of  the  Park 
Hiitel,  whose  liusiness  diseerninent  and  ex- 
ecutive ability  have  been  manil'cst  in  her 
judicious  investment  in  bote]  pro|icrty  in 
Mount  CIi'ineiLS  atid  ntlier  fcseds  to  wllicb 
the  traveler,  for  sx)ecific  I'easons,  makes  his 
way,  i-s  a  native  of  (lerniany.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  JIargretha  Smith,  and 
after  spending  the  first  ten  .vears  of  her 
life  in  the  fatherland,  she  came  witli  her 
parents  to  the  [Tnited  States,  tbe  family 
home  henig  established  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  In 
18.56  she  gave  her  hand  in  iiiai'riage  to  John 
Kieffer,  a  native  of  France,  who  was  born 
in  1827,  and  was  only  two  yeai'S  old  when 
his  parents  crossed  tbe  Athintie,  For  manv 
\'earK  Mr.  Kieffer  was  eni.^a..'ed  in  the  hard- 
ware bnsiiiess  in  Buffalo.  New  York,  lb- 
was  a  man  .if  rather  retirin-  disposition,  hut 
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.Mrs.  Kieffer  came  to  Mount  Cl<-mens  with 
her  daughter  in  1887.  .se.Odng  the  benefit  .if 
tbe  baths  which  weir  just  then  .■.iniing  into 
prnniinen.-e  be.'ause  .)f  the  nieilicinal  and 
.■urativ..  .|ualiti.'H  of  tbe  water.  She  I'ceng- 
nized  tile  sjileudid  business  .ipportunitics 
here  aff(n-deil  and  the  bright  future  in  store 
for  Mount  Clemens,  and  she  at  once  entered 
upon  an  arrangement  for  the  care  of  what 
was  then  tbe  Central  Park  Hotel,  a  small 
strn.iture  containing  ten  rooms.  Not  long 
afterwar.J  she  purchased  the  property  and 
thus  laid  the  founiiation  for  her  present 
business    interests,    which    have    grown    an.l 
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(ii'vi'](i|ii'(l,  till'  jircseiit  iiiafrnificent  stmc- 
liuT.  tlic  ]'ark  IloteJ  beiufj  thi?  oiiteonie  of 
Ju-r  keen  discernment  and  enterprise.  This 
tinu  lidstclry  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one 
liiindr(.'d  and  thirty-eisfht  thousand  dollars. 
cxtihiHivc  of  furnishintrs.  ATrs.  Kieffor  its  a 
wiiniiin  of  remarkable  ca])abil!ty,  readily 
r(.'<-oi;iib.inj;'  and  utiJlziiitr  a  favorable  busi- 
rioss  iijijinrtiniity,  and  she  is  now  interested 
to  till'  I'xtcnt  (if  lialf  ownership  in  the  large 
hotel  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  called  The 
Park  in  the  Tines,  which  whs  erected  at  a 
cost  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
There  she  spends  the  winter  months,  while 
in  the  mimnier  season  she  has  eharjre  of  the 
.MoiLiil   Clemens    Motel. 

By  her  marriafiv  >h-s.  Kiclfer  became  the 
mother  of  four  chilflrcn,  of  whom  two  are 
]iow  livin;,':  Mr«.  .Iiiliii  C.  McArthm-,  the 
widow  of  Hcnjamin  H.  .MeArthiin  and 
i;eor-e  Kielfer.     Her  husband  di<Hl  iu  Mount 
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tuwuNhip  elvrk  and  is  also  operating  his  farm 
on  seetion  (i,  St<'rliiiir  township,  was  born  Mav 
^1.  lS7;i.  hi^  parents  beinjr  Alfred  and  Lvdia 
.lam-  (l„>vell)  Hi-hoonover.  The  father  wa.s 
Die  son  of  Cyrus  Sehoonovcr  who  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  ,.f  Maeonib  coiiutv.  Alfred 
Wehoonover  made  his  home  within  one-half 
mile  of  the  farm  on  which  Frank  I.  Schoon- 
ovei'  now  resides  and  there  his  mother  lived 
and  his  wife  is  still  oecitiivinir  that  place. 
This  laiKl  was  taken  up  bv  Coh)nel  -Tohn 
Woo.l,  who  served  in  the  war  uf  1S12  and  who 
settled  .m  .scetimi  S.  Sterliuir  towiiship.  and 
there  Alfred  Si-hoomner  developed  atid  im- 
pi'oved  a  fai'm  whi(-li  he  cnltivated  L'or  a  num- 
ber of  veai-s  ajid  u|)on  which  his  wi.low  still 
resid.'S.  In  their  fannh-  weiv  threi'  sons  and 
a  dauM|,t,.r,  uameh- :  Frank  1.:  I.ima.  who 
married  -lesse  Kin-'  ami  with  llieir  one  child 
resides  in  Sterling  lowusliip-  Carl  V...  who  is 
living  with  iiis  motlK'r:  and  Clyde,  who  is 
i'n!|ilnyed  in  tile  Kalaiiiaax)  Cari'iage  Factory 
in   Kalama/oo.   Miehigan. 

Fi'ank  1.    Sehoonovcr  having  mastered  the 
bi'aiiehes    of    learning  taught    in    the   disfrii't 


.schools  afterward  entered  th  hi^h  sthod  it 
ntiea  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1898.  lie  began  farming  on  his  mother  s 
place  and  has  always  earned  on  agricnltnial 
pursuits.  He  now  has  iightj  aciei>  of  good 
and  well  improved  land,  caiiying  on  gencial 
fanning  and  dairying.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  the  raising  of  sugar  beets  wbiih  he  finds 
is  a  profitable  industry.  IIl  keeps  on  hand 
a  large  numhcr  of  cows  of  a  good  giadc  fot 
dairy  pui'|io.ses  and  he  is  a  directoi  in  the 
C'tiea  Creamei'y  Compam  which  has  bun  m 
existence  for  three  years  Piactital  cxiKii 
ence  and  investigation  ha\L  uiadt  hnn  thoi 
oughly  informwl  concerning  modim  agiRul 
tnral  methods  ami  his  labois  have  bLtii  so 
carefnlly  dii'ected  that  his  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  a  gt-atifving  measure  of  siiceess. 
On  the  27th  of  March.  1901,  Mr.  Sehoon- 
ovcr was  nuited  in  mai'riage  to  Miss  Ktta 
Cromie,  a  daughter  of  Uobeit  and  Eliza  (Me- 
Koberts)  Cromi<'.  Ix.th  of  whmn  arc  of  Irish 
descent.  The  fatliei-  was  boi'u  in  Ireland  and 
beeaim'  a  resident  of  Sterling  towTishii>.  .Ma- 
comb emuity.  .Michigan,  when-  be  has  since 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  His  wife 
is  a  native  of  Detroit  l)ut  came  of  Irish  an- 
cestry. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoonover  have  one 
sou,   Harold  Alfred,  who  was  born  April  17. 

Hoth  .Mr.  atid  .Mrs.  Schoonover  bold  mem- 
bei-sbip  in  the  .Methodist  cluireh  of  Utica.  He 
is  the  present  township  clerk  of  Sterling  tiiwn- 
ship,  which  office  he  lias  filled  for  two  years, 
having  been  elected  to  the  position  on  the  re- 
publican tiek(4.  He  is  also  a  policy  holder 
in  the  Massachusetts  .Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Ill  all  matters  of  public  welfare  he  is 
deeply  interested  and  iiuiy  he  counted  upon  as 
a  champion  of  any  measure  institnted  for  the 
general  good.  He  is  a  yoiuig  man  who  has 
already  won  creditable  success  and  in  the 
future  he  will  undoubtedly  gain  added  pros- 
perity becansc  in  his  business  career  he  mani- 
fests the  basis  of  nil  financial  growth — inde- 
fatigable energy. 
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latnrc  supplied  Monnt  Clemens 
waters  whose  medicinal  proper- 
tics  have  becdiiic  famed  thronghout  the  world, 
this  WLis  not  all  that  was  nece-s-sary  to  make 
this  city  a  health  resort.  It  has  i-equired  men 
of  marked  force,  keen  discernment  and  man- 
ifest executive  ability  to  utilize  the  resources 
that  nature  has  supplied  and  also  to  provide 
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aeeommoiJations  for  the  vast  number  of  vis- 
itors that  now  annually  flock  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens to  benefit  by  its  healing  waters.  Among 
this  class  of  citizens  is  numbered  William  J. 
Daley,  manager  of  the  Medea  Baths.  He  is 
a  native  son  of  this  county,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Macomb  township,  November  4, 
1845,  his  parents  being  Edward  and  Sarah 
(Conklin)  Daley.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
the  city  of  Cork,  Ireland,  while  the  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  the  state  of  New  York.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Daley,  fled  from 
Ireland  on  account  of  religious  persecution 
and  eame  to  America  with  his  family,  includ- 
ing Edward  Daley.  Taking  up  his  abode  in 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  he  contracted  to 
build  certain  portions  of  government  road 
from  Detroit  to  Port  Huron  and  was  closely 
associated  with  the  early  development  and 
progress  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  His 
son,  Edward  Daley,  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  became  a  resident  of  Macomb  eoun- 
tj'  in  1828,  the  family  home  being  established 
about  two  miles  below  Mount  Clemens  on  the 
Gratiot  road.  Here  he  was  reared  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  and  as  he  grew 
ill  years  and  strength  he  assisted  in  the  de-. 
velopment  of  the  home  farm  and  later  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  died  in  1878  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  Conklin.  died  in  1859.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Conklin,  also  a  native  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  He  located  in  Ma- 
t;omb  township,  this  county,  in  the  '20s,  hav- 
ing come  by  wagon  to  the  west.  He  hewed 
out  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  forests  and 
I'eared  a  large  family  here.  His  wife  bore 
tlie  maiden  name  of  Susan  Hall  and  belonged 
to  the  well  known  Hall  family  of  Michigan, 
William  J.  Daley  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  early  edu- 
cational privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  when,  in  1863,  he  en- 
tered the  United  States  Navy,  serving  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  being  stationed  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  on  a  Jlississippi 
river  boat.  Following  the  close  of  hostilities 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  entered  upon 
his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Traver,  Van  Eps  &  Company.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  1871,  when  he  turned  his  Ht- 
tention  to  the  hardware  business,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Robertson  &  Daley,  from 
1871  until  1881,  when  he  sold  out  to  the 
firm  of  Crittenden  &  Posner.  He  then  began 
building  steam  barges  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
thus   continued    for  two   years   as   iin    active 


factor  in  the  construction  of  vessels,  while 
financially  he  was  interested  in  the  business 
until  1890,  when  he  sold  out. 

in  the  meantime,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1881,  Mr.  Daley  organized  the  Mount  Clem- 
ens Bath  Company,  of  which  he  was  made 
president  and  manager.  Others  in  this  or- 
ganization were  Charles  Nimms,  Charles  Par- 
sons, Thomas  Fitzgerald  and  Spencer  B.  Rus- 
sell. They  organized  with  a  small  capital  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  -In  1890  they  built 
the  present  Medea  Bathhouse,  which  was 
ready  for  occupancy  in  October,  1891.  In 
March,  1903,  they  began  the  erection  of  the 
Medea  Hotel,  which  was  completed  and  occu- 
pied on  the  6th  of  Jane,  1904.  The  hotel  and 
bathhouse  are  conducted  under  the  name  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Bath  Company,  of  which 
William  J.  Daley  is  president  and  manager; 
S.  B.  Russell,  secretary ;  and  Paul  J.  Ull- 
rich, treasurer.  Other  stockholders  are 
Leslie  Ullrich  and  Marie  H.  Russell.  The 
present  capitalization  is  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Daley  resigned  as 
manager  in  1893,  but  returned  to  the  position 
in  1897  and  has  since  acted  in  that  capacity 
and  as  president  of  the  company  as  well.  The 
new  Medea  Hotel  is  the  realization  of  a  long 
cherished  hope  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Bath 
Company.  It  is  designed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  a  large  and  exclusive  class  of  vis- 
itors who  desire  a  thoroughly  modern  and 
roomy  house  with  an  attractive  central  loca- 
tion. In  this  respect  the  Medea  is  without 
a  rival.  The  constructive  finishings  of  the 
interior  of  the  structure  accord  throughout 
with  its  massive  and  picturesque  exterior.  The 
Medea  building  is  in  every  respect  modem, 
is  constructed  of  brick,  stone  and  steel  and 
is  practically  fire-proof.  The  ten  massive 
arches  forming  the  first  story  of  the  Gratiot 
street  frontage  are  of  Lake  Superior  red  sand- 
stone, and  enclosie  an  arcade  porch  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  in  length  by  sixteen  feet 
in  width.  The  same  stone  is  used  with  red 
pressed  brick  in  carrying  up  the  entire  front 
of  the  building,  giving  a  rich  and  massive  ef- 
fect. It  is  located  at  the  intersection  of  the 
two  principal  avenues  of  the  city,  and  over- 
looking Court  square  on  the  one  side  and  the 
Clinton  river  on  the  other.  The  Medea  water 
is  strongly  impregnated  with  salt  and  sulphur, 
'itandins  first  among  the  noted  saline-sulphur 
springs  of  the  world.  In  calcic  and  magnesia 
chlorides  it  is  remarkably  rich,  possessing  over 
four  hundred  per  cent  more  of  these  health- 
giving  properti^  than  any  other  waters.  The 
presence     of     these     acknowledged    remedial 
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agents  to  Niicli  iiu  miiisual  exteut  renders  the 
Jh'deii,  baths  cxti^ptionally  vahiable  in  the 
treatiiioiit  of  rlicmiiatism  and  skin  diseases. 
A  euinpanitivc  viow  of  the  scientific  analysis 
of  the  iiiuiieroiis  health  waters  of  this  eountvy 
and  Europe  shows  the  Medea  to  contain  a 
iimeh  larjrer  proportion  of  the  chlorides,  with 
the  wiiif^le  c.xceiition  of  sodic  (common  salt) 
iuid  fihoiil  twi'iity-live  per  cent  more  iron  and 
hniiniiie  tlnii)  any  eo-existing  water,  and  the 
vei'v  aliseuee  of  the  excess  of  salt  in  the  com- 
liioation  is  fieeepted  by  those  hest  acquainted 
with  the  water  as  one  of  its  many  elements 
of  superiority.  The  business  and  managerial 
offices  of  the  bathhouse  are  directly  oil:'  the 
hotel  lobby  and  form  a  continnoiis  promenade 
of  several  hundred  feet.  The  bathing  depart,- 
iiients  are  separated  from  the  general  waiting 
rooms,  parlors,  and  cooling  rooms  by  a  trans- 
verse hall,  and  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bathrooms  with  a  daily  capacity  of  over  fif- 
teen himdred  baths.  The  Medea  is  the  only 
establishment  in  the  city  that  offers  the  great 
advantage  of  duplicate  rooms.  For  each  bath- 
room there  are  dressing  and  cooling  rooms 
\\-Jiere  patients  are  afforded  privacy  ami  where 
an  undisturbed  and  i-efresbiitK  rest  after 
l)athing  may  be  enjoyed.  The  bathlio-.i.se  is 
situated  in  a  particularly  pleasant  ■  u  I  other- 
wise advantageous  part  of  the  i-ity.  It  is 
iirar  to  tlio  business  center  and  all  leading 
lilaces  of  public  interest.  At  haiid  are  nu- 
iiiiTous  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  and  street 
car  lines  pass  the  door.  The  patient  is  af- 
forded every  convenience  that  such  a  location 
suggests.  In  connection  with  his  duties  as 
manager  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Bath  Com- 
I^any,  Mr.  Daley  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  jnaiiagers  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Casket 
Company. 

On  the  4th  of  November.  18!ll.  yh:  Dah-y 
was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Blimcli  .lobnson. 
a  daughter  of  Robert  F.  and  Mildred  (Tandy) 
Johnson  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Daley  is  a  democrat,  inter- 
ested in  the  questions  and  growth  of  his  party, 
find  in  1888  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  gave  to  the  city  a  practical  and 
progressive  administration  and  retired  from 
office  with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all. 
after  declining  renomination.  He  was  also 
ai>pointed  tlie  first  police  commissioner  of  the 
I'ity.  P7e  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  pub- 
lie  wofks  for  five  years  and  he  is  a  member 
of  II,  D.  Terry  Post.  No.  16,  G.  A.  R.;  Mount 
rieniei!s  Lodge.  No.  6,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ;  the 
Cliaptev  and  Council  in  Masonrv.  and  the  In- 
dependent   Order   of   Odd    Fellows.      Tie   has 


ever  been  a  biis.y  worker,  yet  is  never  neg- 
lectful of  the  courtesies  of  life,  being  a  gen- 
tleman of  pleasing  address  and  affable  man- 
ner. As  the  organizer  of  the  Medea  baths 
and  connecting  hotel  property  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  large  measnre  to  the  growth  and  up- 
building of  the  city. 


IllRAM  VOSBURU. 

Hiraiu  Voshurg,  who  is  interested  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  21,  Shelby  township, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  De- 
cember 16,  18;^!),  and  is  a  son  of  Harmon  and 
Charity  (Owen)  Vosburg,  The  father  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  was 
of  German  lineage.  He,  t.oo,  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  and  in  1852  he  removed 
to  Lapeer  comity,  .Michigan,  being  accompa- 
nied by  his  wife  and  three  children,  Hiram, 
Charles  and  "Wesley.  Charles,  a  painter  and 
farmer,  now  living  in  Brown  City,  Michigan, 
is  married  and  has  three  children.  Wesley, 
a  painter  of  Cleveland.  Ohio,  is  also  married 
and  has  a  family.  One  son,  George,  was 
born  after  the  arrival  of  the  parents  in  Mich- 
igan, bnt  died  in  infancy.  Harmon  Vosbnrg 
piirehased  land  near  the  city  of  Lapeer,  hav- 
ing one  hundred  and  eleven  acres  upon  which 
the  family  home  was  established.  Later,  how- 
ever, he  sold  that  propert,v  and  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  at  Da- 
visburg.  After  disposing  of  the  latter  tract 
he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  Shelby  township,  Macomb 
county,  on  which  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  up  to  tlie  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1886,  when  he  was  sixty-one 
years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1825.  His  widow  survived  him,  having  died 
in  April,  1905,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
three  years. 

Hiram  Vosbui^  pnrsiied  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  New  York  and  of  Lapeer  coun- 
ty, Michigan.  In  early  life  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  for  ten  dollars  per  month  and  was 
employed  in  that  way  until  he  had  saved 
enotigh  to  begin  farming  on  his  own  account. 
He  started  out  as  an  agriculturist  with  only 
eight  acres  of  land.  He  afterward  bought 
a  fann  of  one  hundred  acres  of  improved 
land  and  later  sold  that  tract  and  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  heirs  in  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  good  land.  Here  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  and  has  placed  liis  farm  nnder 
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a  high  s-tate  of  cuttivatioii,  vqiiippiiig  it  witli 
all  modern  iiiiproveiiieiits. 

On  the  16th  of  .May.  187(1,  .\li-.  \'oMl)iirt; 
was  mafried  to  Rliss  Mollic  Jlatttxm,  a  daiigh- 
t(?r  fif  Andrew  and  Katherine  (Wells)  ftlat- 
tooii.  Her  father  whs  born  near  8aratOfra 
Springs,  New  York,  in  1775,  and  died  in  1885, 
at  the  very  advanced  age  of  cme  hnndred 
and  ten  years,  the  oldest  man  in  llit-higan. 
He  was  of  Scotch  descent,  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  and  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812.  He  came  to  his  Miehit'im  ho.ne  l>y  w;i^ 
of  a  path  indicated  liy  likw-d  trees.  There 
was  at  that  time  iii>  <'itv  wliere  Detroit  m<\\ 
stands,  the  only  hiiJUlins  hnun  tiie  old  fort 
which  was  in  tlie  jiiidst  nl'  the  hulriishcK. 
From  thiit  point  Iim  pro.'i-eded  h>  way  of 
the  trail  tn  -Miieoiiih  eonntv,  iiiid  was  <iiie  of 
the  first  settlers  within  its  liorders.  lie  se- 
enred  land  from  the  iioverMmeiit  where  the 
town  of  Romeo  has  since  been  linilt,  hnt 
lived  there  for  onlv  tlinv  oi'  fonr  \<-ars.  when 
he  r-eiiKned  to  Attiea,  Lapeer  rcmitv.  wliere 
he  pnrehased  one  Inindivd  aeivs  i,f  lan.l  that 
is  now  (.wned  hv  a  hrother  nf  Mi-s.  Ilivaiii 
Vosburg.  I'pon  that  piitiv  the  fathei'  <lied. 
havinfi  for  inanv  years  carried  on  farmiini; 
there.  Many  times  he  wetil  to  mill  mi  foot. 
coverinj;  a  distance  of  tweiilv  idIIcs  eaeii  wav. 
There  were  many  In.lians  a'liil  Kreneli  liviii^' 
iu  this  pait  of 'the  eoiuttry  am!  tlie  neji-li- 
borhood  was  almost  a  wilderness.  i;ivnnr  liitle 
evidence  of  the  development  anil  proirreis 
which  it  has  since  made.  In  Uie  .MattDoii 
family  were  the  following:  Antlrew,  wlui 
died  in  California  in  the  early  minini,'  da\s: 
Orrin,  now  deceased,  who  was  tuarried  and 
had  a  family;  lictsv,  who  was  married  and 
had  six  children:  I)a\id.  win,  lives  on  the  old 
farm  in  Lapeer  cmntv  and  is  married  and 
has  fonr  clnldrem  Cliristopher.  hIlo  was  a 
member  of  the  Tenth  .Michigan  \'ohniteer  In- 
fantry and  was  killed  at  the  l)attle  of  Ciiick- 
amanga,  leavin<;  a  widow;  iiichai'd,  wh<i  was 
in  the  Foni-th  Mi<-higaii  Volunteer  Cavaliy 
and  died  in  a  hospital  in  Tenne-j.see:  KIceta. 
now  dccea'^ed,  who  was  married  and  had  four 
children:  Alice,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years:  Mary  Jane,  who  was  married 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years ;  Heah 
and  Linda,  twins,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Charles,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Sirs.  Vosbiirg  became  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Ward  L.,  horn  -Jnly  16. 1880.  He 
married  Miss  Iva  Bain  and  they  have  a  son, 
Harry.  bt)rn  October  17,  W04.  "Ward  Ti.  Vos- 
burg  was  formerly  a  motorman  in  Detroit, 
jriehisraii,  and  is  now    foreman  at  the  ffrnvel 


pit  in  [itiea.  He  i>ni--.iied  his  eilueation  in 
the  public  M-hool,s  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  st'hool  of  Lajiecr, 

-Mr.  \'o«biu'g  has  always  been  a  stanch  re- 
publican since  casting  liLs  first  priwidential 
ballot,  but  while  he  keeps  well  informed  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  dav  he  has 
never  Miiight  or  desired  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  iindivide<l  attention  to  Ins  husiiios 
atilairs. 


liKN.IAMI.X  ['AI.NK- 

Benjaniiji  I'aine,  iivjng  on  section  -12.  iia,\ 
township,  follows  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  having  seventy-five  acres  of  land  in 
the  home  place  and  forty  acres  on  section  lil). 
He  was  born  on  what  is  known  as  the  old 
I'aine  homestead.  July  DJ,  18;36,  and  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  Paine,  a  native  of  New  ^'ork.  who 
was  reared  there  and  in  early  immhood 
Mcddetl  Kli/,aheth  Mcljregor,  also  a  native  of 
New  Voi'k.  Al)oiit  1832  he  removed  to  the 
west,  settling  in  the  town  of  Hav.  .Maccmih 
eonnt\.  .Michigan,  lie  entere.i  one  Inindivd 
ami  sixtv  acres  of  land  on  section  l^H  and  cut 
the  ttr-t  stick  of  timber  tlici'e.  continuini,'  t!ic 
work  of  clearing  away  the  fore^t  trees  and  tlic 
brush  until  he  had  prepared  the  fiehls  tor  cul- 
tivation and  had  planted,  cultivated,  and  in 
due  course  of  time,  reaped  abundant  liarvi'sts 
tlierefrmii.  His  first  home  was  a  log  huusi'. 
in  which  he  lived  for  a  few  years.  He  later 
rehnilt  tlie  log  house  upon  his  place  and  eon- 
liniied  hi-  farming  operations  there  for  sonn' 
time  but  subsei|U<-iitl\  '■old  tlial  iiropertv  and 
reimned  tn  sectKm  liO  in  the  -anic  township, 
wlK-re  lie  lioiiuht  a  farm  of  eiiilitv  acres,  upon 
which  he  spent  his  last  da\s  His  wife  died 
three  years  iirevious.  In  their  family  were 
live  smis  and  tw-o  ilauiililcrs  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  son,  all  are  set  li\in'-'. 

Heniaiinii  i'aine  sjient  tlic  ,Uvs  of  his  liov- 
hood  ami  youth  m  this  e<ninty  ami  is  indebted 
to  the  district  -chools  fm-  the  educational  priv- 
ileges he  enjoyed.  In  early  life  he  worked 
by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  at  different 
times  and  after  reaching  man's  estate  learned 
the  mason's  trade  and  engaged  in  laying  stone 
and  hrick  and  also  in  plastering,  following 
those  pursuits  for  ten  years,  [n  \HH7t  he  was 
married  in  Ray  township  to  .Miss  .rennie  (lar- 
vin.  a  native  of  this  township  and  a  daughter 
of  (Jeorge  W,  liarvin,  who  was  aW  Ixmi  iu 
Macomb  county.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  which  is 
still  their  home.      Mr,    I'aine   bad   previously 


MR,    AND   MRS.    HHNJAMIN    PAINK 
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erected  a  house  and  barn  and  had  a  nice  place 
tlius  prepared  foi  hia  biide  He  worked  at 
liis  trade  to  some  extent  doing  odd  jobs  for 
liifi  neighbois  but  his  laboi  wjs  largely  de- 
voted to  cleanup  and  impro\ng  the  farm, 
lie  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
ill  the  old  home  place  and  hi.  also  secured 
forty  acres  acriKS  tlie  road  on  section  29,  Ray 
township.  He  ha<i  cleired  al  out  twenty  acres 
of  this  and  m  connection  \  th  his  general 
fariuing  pursuits  he  lais  s  hi_l  ^rade  stock, 
uiaking  a  sp  Lialtj  of  Terser  attle.  He  is  a 
stockholder  n  the  ereaiit,r\  issoeiation  of 
Davis  and  fiiinislies  milk  toi  that  creamery. 
He  owns  a.  puie  blooded  male  at  the  head  of 
his  Jersey  herd  and  has  some  very  fine  speci- 
mens of  that  breed  of  cattle 

Unto  Mr.  md  Mrs  Piin  have  been  bom 
two  children  the  elder  being  Fhzabeth,  the 
wife  of  Frank  R  "5  ax  a  farmer  of  Ray  town- 
ship, while  Seba  Jii  s  is  attending  school  at 
Diivis.  The  parents  are  memt  ers  of  the  Meth- 
odist Kpiscopal  chirch  of  that  town  and  Mr. 
[";iirn'  belongs  ti  the  C  range  at  Davis.  He 
votes  witli  the  lepnhliean  part>  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  1860.  He  believes  in  good  schools,  sub- 
stantial iniprovenientfi  and  in  the  promotion  of 
all  means  for  general  progress  and  advance- 
ment. He  served  for  six  years  as  chairman  of 
the  school  board  but  otherwise  has  never 
sought  nor  desired  public  office.  He  has  spent 
his  entire  life,  covering  sixty-nine  years,  in 
this  county  and  has  therefore  M'itnessed  the 
greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development, 
notinjr  the  changes  th:it  have  been  inade  and 
bearing  his  full  share  in  the  woi'li  of  improve- 


KDWIiN  K.  E(4NEW. 

A  little  tlioughtful  consideration  of  the  ca- 
reer of  Edwin  R.  Egnew,  the  manager  of 
llie  Colonial  Hotel,  brings  to  notice  the  fact 
that  he  has  in  most  of  his  business  opera- 
tions displayed  the  qualities  that  characterize 
the  pioneer.  He  has  sought  out  new  plans, 
evolved  new  methods  to  favor  his  projects, 
and  after  these  have  been  put  in  successful 
execution  he  has  sought  out  still  others,  and 
after  those  others,  and  his  wise  selection  has 
been  proven  by  the  success  which  attends  his 
labors.  Not  only  is  he  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  hotel  men  in  the 
west,  but  he  is  one  of  the  best  all-around  hotel 
men  "to  the  manner  born"  and  experienced 
in  the  bent  houses  in  the  country,  with  a  com- 


prehensive grasp  on  the  hotel  business  and  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  good 
hotel  keeping. 

Mr.  Egnew  is  a  native  of  Butler,  Indiana, 
horn  March  4,  1841,  and  is  descended  from 
New  England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grand- 
father s]>ent  his  early  life  at  Painted  Post, 
New  \'ork,  and  about  1814  removed  to  Mon- 
I'oe,  Michigan,  l>eing  there  at  the  time  of  the 
Indian  massacre.  lie  made  his  escape  by 
row  boat  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  then  walked 
to  Massinia,  Ohio,  liut  the  weather  was  so 
severe  that  both  his  legs  ivere  frozen  and  had 
to  be  amputated.  He  was  talien  to  Toledo, 
Ohio,  but  afterward  returned  to  Massinia, 
where  he  died.  His  wife  was  also  rescued 
and  taken  to  Ohio.  She  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  Their  son,  George 
Egnew.  was  born  in  Monroe,  Michigan,  in 
1811,  and  in  early  life  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years.  He  married  Miss  Alice  Harding,  who 
was  boFii  ill  Indiana  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Harding,  who  emigrated  westward 
from  (.'onneeticnt,  spending  much  of  his  life 
ill  Lima.  Indiana,  in  which  locality  he  was 
extensively  engaged  in  fanning.  He  was  very 
pniiiiijient  in  his  county  and  took  an  active 
and  heljiful  part  in  its  early  development. 
He  ivas  noted  as  a  sportsman,  displaying 
great  skill  with  the  rod  and  gun.  He  passed 
away  a  number  of  j'Cars  ago  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Alice  Harding,  died  in  Indiana  in  1858, 
Their  daughter  Alice  became  the  wife  of 
George   Egnew   and   her   death   occurred   in 

1861,  when  she  was  flfty-six  years  of  age, 
while  Mr,   Kgnew  departed  this  life  in  1882. 

Eihviii  [i.  Egnew  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic seliools  at  Newville.  Indiana,  in  the  high 
school  of  that  town  and  in  the  high  school  at 
Waterloo,  Indiana.  He  entered  the  last  named 
institution  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and 
there  completed  his  course,  being  graduated 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Subsequently  he 
attended  Duff's  Commercial  College,  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  and  was  graduated  in 
bookkeeping  and  the  commercial  branches  in 

1862.  He  was  then  retained  in  that  institution 
as  an  instructor  in  the  penmanship  depart- 
ment for  nine  months,  when  Professor  Pollock 
of  the  Lancaster  (Pennsylvania)  Mercantile 
College  wrote  to  Profe^or  Duff  for  a  compe- 
tent superintendent  and  Mr.  Egnew  was  rec- 
ommended. He  accepted  the  position,  which 
he  filled  in  a  capable  manner  for  eighteen 
months,  when  he  was  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
fever.  In  September  following,  having  suffi- 
ciently recovered  his  health  to  travel,  he  went 
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to  his  liouie,  and  the  next  smiiiiier  went  tii 
Jlackinaw,  Michi^au,  and  was  a  yuest  at  the 
Mackinaw  House.  Much  to  his  surprise  he 
was  chosen  as  i\  suitaWe  jiuni  to  tiiU''  diaryi- 
of  this  hotel  and  a  few  dayw  after  liis  arrival 
became  its  pniprietiir,  entering  iii"in  tlie  du- 
ties of  the  po-iition  on  llie  Idth  of  -Inly  ajid 
conducted  the  hotel  until  tlie  end  of  tlir  wii- 
son,  on  the  5th  of  Sejitenilier.  lie  not  ouly 
realized  a  good  profit  on  Ids  lalior.  hut  also 
recovered  his  health  duriii-  that  in'i'iod.  In 
the  fall  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  en^^afied 
in  the  frroeerv  hnsiiiess  niitii  lf<li(i,  and  then 
returned  to  Maekioiiw,  u-|iefe  he  biased  the 
John  Jaeoh  j\stoi-  llonse  and  eoiidueted  it  foi' 
a  season.  "When  fall  ayaiii  eauie  lie  ivlni'ned 
to  Detroit  and  accepted  n  position  as  entrv 
clerk  with  the  finn  of  Ali<-ii  Sheldon  &  Coiii- 
pany.  aetinf;  in  tliat  eapaeity  niiti!  .May  1, 
.1871.  lie  tlieiL  accepted  a  position  with  the 
IJoniestie  SewiiL-  Machine  Company,  at  De- 
troit, and  eontirnied  diere  nntil  .1«T:),  when 
he  accepted  a  jiositlon  with  tlie  Anierie.an 
Sewing'  Machine  Conipaiiv.  at  rhiladeljihia. 
as  manayiei-  fof  the  stateH  of  Indiana.  Ohio 
and  Kentucky,  with  ottiee  at  (lineinnati.  He 
acted  ill  that  capacity  for  two  years  and  then 
returned  to  the  hotel  hiisincss  as  proprietor  of 
the  Saint  Oharh's  Hotel,  at  Cairo,  Illinois. 
This  proved  a  sneecssfnl  venlnre  and  he  con- 
ducted the  hole!  for  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  also  hoiifilit  the  i'laiiteis'  Hotel,  at 
Cairo,  and  also  carried  on  husiness  there  for 
!i  year,  or  until  the  .yellow  fever  infested  Hie 
city  and  some  cases  broke  out  anions:  his 
guests  at  the  hotel.  Mr.  Ejruew  then  t-eturne.l 
to  Detroit.  l)iit  afterward  ajrain  went  to  (^aii'o. 
where  he  closed  the  St.  Cliartes  Hotel.  wli<>re 
the  fever  had  iieen,  hid  continued  the  Plant- 
ers Hotel  for  fifteen  months.  On  Hie  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  sol.l  his  interest  and 
removed  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Iieeominj; 
proprietor  of  the  Oeeidental  Hotel,  which  lie 
conducted  until  ISSO,  lie  then  sold  out  and 
afterward  leased  the  iiemey  Hotel,  at  Indian- 
apolis, renamiuf;  it  the  Bnuiswick  aftei'  i 
fitting  and  refiirnishinfr  it  in  fine  sliapc.  11 
openetl  this  for  business  on  the  1st  of  Ma\ 
1880,  and  afterward  sold  out  to  Swarts  Brfth 
ers.  He  then  returned  to  Detroit  as  pmpriet  ji 
of  the  Brunswick  Hotel,  which  he  opened  JIa> 
1st.  Both  hotel  ventures  in  Indiana  had 
netted  him  a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1881.  however,  Mi 
Egnew  had  been  stricken  with  rheumatism 
and  ill  health  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
dispose  of  his  hotel.  The  etiicacy  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  mineral  watei's  had  become  known  to 


him,  so  he  sent  his  porter  to  this  city  for  a 
small  (luantitv  of  the  water,  which  he  iiseii 
with  favorable  results.  Me  at  once  arran<red 
to  be  hrought  to  this  place  ami  made  the  triji 
on  a  stretcher.  When  he  arrived  at  the  Avery 
House  he  was  thought  to  he  iiKire  dead  Hian 
alive.  HoweveT.  he  was  given  haths  at  tlie 
orik'inal  hathhoiise  under  the  wniiervi-fion  (if 
Dorr  Kellogg,  one  of  the  earlv  discoverers 
of  the  medicinal  effieacv  of  the  waters  her,'. 
After  he  had  taken  fifteen  haths  the  pain 
and  torture  had  leH  him  and  he  was  ahle  to 
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tinned  the  treatment  for  a  short  time  he  wa-^ 
entirely  cured.  On  the  loth  of  -lainiary,  18S4. 
h.-  took  charge  of  the  Avei'v  Hotel  ami  ilie 
Original  S|irin^>-  liathlioiise,  retaining  his 
connection  with  the  lattei'  until  -liilv,  1SH7. 
and  with  the  Averv  until  tiie  fall  of  1894. 
lie  afterward  conducted  tin'  Kgnew  nntil 
Xovemher  o.  JH98,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
the  Colonial,  eimaging  in  no  liusiness  nntil 
.March  1,  IHOd.  He  then  heeame  manager  of 
the  new  coinpany  owning  the  original  hath- 
honse  and  hotel  and  tines  served  until  -Inlv 
].■">,  lilOl.  when  he  heeame  manager  of  the 
(.Colonial,  which  position  he  has  since  fille<l. 

The  Colonial  i«  oik^  of  the  finest  of  the 
new  hotels  of  this  plac^-.  Mr.  Kgncw  is  one 
of  the  practical  hotel  men  of  the  eonnlry. 
thoroughlv  iniderstandinjr  his  l>nsiness  and 
alwavs  evolving  new  methods  which  tend  to 
promote  the  comfort  of  his  guests  and  He- 
liopniaritv  of  his  hotel. 

On  the  lIWi  of  Felirnarv,  l!l(ll.  Mr.  Kgnew 
was  married  to  .Miss  Ella  .M.  .Morgan  of 
.Mount  CJeiiiens.  Tie  is  a  imin  of  genuine 
worth  and  value  as  a  citizen,  alwa.vs  inter- 
ested in  everything  pertaining  to  progress 
an<l  iniprovemerit.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
for  liimself  he  has  made  continued  advance- 
ment  in   his  hiisirie.-is  career. 


THOMAS  i;hdui:i). 

Ih  1  s  !■  I  1  1  was  for  years  numhered 
H  th  tl  thiitt\  nd  frugal  farmers  of  Brnce 
t  iinshi]  \  1  I  h(  Mt  owns  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  a  r  s  II  is  now  living  retired  in 
RonKO  in  tin  tn^oymeut  of  the  fruits  of 
his  forniei  tid  Ills  residence  in  tin'  county 
dates  fiom  1840  He  was  at  that  time  twelve 
years  of  age  his.  birth  having  occurred  in 
Otsego  county  ^e«  York,  in  182H.  His 
father,  Thomas  tjldred,  Sr..  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Empire  state  and  was  there  reared  and 
marrie<!.      In    1840   he   removed   westward  to 
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i-a  ill  (Iwitti. 
If  Wiis  upon  thi«  old  lioiiii-sleii.l  p!ai-r  tluit 
'I'huniMs  Kldred  sp.-iit  tlu'  (hiys  of  liis  liiivlioiid 
iiinJ  youtli.  WIk-11  m  lad  lie  Iuil-w  wiuit  har<l 
liilioi'  incMiit,  for  he'  assisted  his  father  in 
ck'jirini;  nnd  iiiipnmii{f  the  fanii.  lie  suwv 
no  fi'iiKiiii  to  chantre  his  occupation  after  he 
luid  rcaelied  adult  aj;.',  foi'  farininfr  was  eoji- 
■iciiial  to  hiid.  ami  lie  Ixiiifiht  a  small  traet 
ot  land  of  Iweiitv-five  acres,  wliicOi  lie  he-an 
to  improve  fer  liis  oivii  heiiefit.  As  a  eom- 
lianion  and  liel|iiiiate  for  life's  joiiniev  !!<■ 
eliose  .Miss  Anna  Me('alf<-rty.  a  sister  of  John 
McratVei-ty.  who  Ik  i'ei>re,sented  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  He  iioh'  had  fnrther  reasons  to 
apiily  himself  closely  to  his  worl(  and  make 
his  lahors  count  for  the  most  in  tlie  aequire- 
iiient  of  a  eompeteit.'e.  He  at  once  Ix'Kiiii  to 
eleat-  the  fanii  and  ereet  hidldin-s,  and  when 
liis  crops  hroii^dil  hint  added  ea]utal  he  |)iir- 
ehased  moiv  land  from  lime  to  time  and  in 
the  course  of  vears  hecaitie  the  possessor  of 
a  valuable  farm,  the  splendid  ai)|)ea ranee  of 
w!ii<-h  was  an  indication  of  his  careful  sniier- 
vision  and  i>ractieal,  proHivssive  metliods, 
lie  planted  an  orchard,  hiiilt  fences,  tilled 
the  fields  and  raised  ^ood  frrades  i)f  stock. 
After  some  vears  he  ert-cted  a  neat  frame 
residence,  added  three  f>:ood  barns  and  otlicr 
oirtbnildin^.s.  and  to-dav  has  a  s[)leiididlv  iiii- 
|. roved  farm  jtropeitv  upon  which  he  lived 
for  tiftv-foiir  vears.  ivmovimr  in  -Mav.  1S(I9, 
to  \inwo.  where  lie  bousrlit  a  residence  that 
ied,   while   liviim'  a    retired 
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ildren :  Xa- 
thaii,  a  farmer  of  Almoiit  township;  .fames, 
wlio  is  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Oakland 
ronnty;  John,  a  fannei'  of  .Macomb  county; 
(feorjre.  who  resides  with  his  father;  Leonard. 
a  resident  farmer  of  Romeo :  Hoxanna,  the 
wife  of  Emery  T-oiild.  a  farmer  livin<r  in 
liomeo;  Phtebe,  the  wife  of  (ieorjre  Goidd, 
who  follows  fnrinin<r  in  Bruce  township: 
and  Jlai'v  Ann,  the  wife  of  Frank  Shoe- 
maker, a  farmer  of  "Washinjrton  township. 
There  were  also  two  children  who  passed 
uwav:  l*h<ehe,  at  the  afje  of  three  vears;  and 
Tlioinas.  at  the  a-e  of  six  vears. 

.Mr.  Kldre.1  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
ill  accordance  with  the  pi'inciph's  of  Jaek- 
M.nian  democraev  and  has  served  as  commis- 
sioner  of    hi^'hwavs.      lie    has   .seen    .Maeonib 


county  tran-iformed  from  a  wilderness  amt 
swam|)  into  a  splendidly  improved  section 
of  the  state  and  at  all  times  has  endorsed 
and  co-operated  in  the  proKivssive  measures 
which  have  henetitwl  his  locality.  lie  de- 
serves the  credit  and  praise  due  to  the  self- 
made  man.  for  lie  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed,  worktiii;  hi-i  way  upward  through 
unfaltet'iiiii'  ciieruy  and  unremitting  persever- 
ance. Many  there  are  who  might  well  follow 
his  example  and  gain  the  siieeess  tliat  comes 
throngli    honorable,    persistent    labor. 


TliCMAX   (lAHS. 
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to\vnshi[).  was  horn  August  8.  1844,  in  Ma- 
conih  county  and  was  reared  here  by  his  uncle 
Nelson  (Sass  Tipon  a  farm  ui  the  township 
where  he  yet  resides.  No  event  of  special  im- 
portance occurred  to  vary  the  routine  of  farm 
life  for  him  in  his  youth.  He  attended  the 
coninnm  schools,  and  when  not  enitaged  with 
his  text-books  worked  in  the  fields.  He  is 
largely  a  self-educated  as  well  as  a  self-made 
man  ami  Ins  force  of  character,  laudable  am- 
bition and  untiring  energy  have  been  salient 
features  in  winning  hinj  success.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  his  patriotic  spirit  being 
aroused  at  the  continued  attempts  of  the 
south  to  oveillirow  the  I'nioii.  he  enlisted  in 
18fi4  as  a  member  of  Company  li.  Thirtieth 
.Michigan  Infanlrv.  being  at  that  time  about 
twimty  years  of  age.  He  was  not  called  from 
the  stale,  however,  an<l  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  Jnne,  It^fifi,  was  lionorablv  discharged. 
Mr.  (lass  remained  with  his  uncle  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  181)!),  lie  was  mar- 
ried in  this  couiitv,  in  It^liS.  to  Miss  Sarah 
J,  (Jass.  a  daughter  of  John  llass.  also  an 
early  settler  of  the  country.  Following  his 
niai'riage  he  engaged  in  cultivating  the  tlass 
farm  for  two  years  and  then  located  where 
he  now  resides,  heginning  the  fnrther  devel- 
opn»ent  and  iiii|irove,iiejit  of  this  tract  of 
land,  lie  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  constituting  a  valuable  farm  well 
equipped  with  modem  convenience  and  ac- 
cessories. He  lias  erected  a  good  residence 
and  also  hnilt  outbuildings,  has  planted  an 
orchard  and  has  made  other  improvements 
which  indicate  that  his  ideas  are  in  keeping 
with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times. 
Farming  and  stock-raising  claim  his  atten- 
tion and  he  is  a3s(>  interested  in  daiiying. 
Heali/ing  that  lalnu'  is  the  basis  of  all  pros- 
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perity,  he  has  been  persistent  in  his  work 
and  his  reliability  and  energy  are  pronounced. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gass  have  been  born 
three  children  r  Nelson  M.  of  Detroit,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  and  is 
also  a  musician  of  considerable  talent,  being 
now  pipe-organist  in  the  Baptist  church; 
Truman  H.,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Univer- 
sity, pursuing  a  four  years'  course  in  the  lit- 
erary department  and  a  two  years'  course  in 
lawj  and  Harold  J,,  a  young  man  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Oaas  is  a  stanch  republican, 
who  was  elected  and  serv'cd  as  township  treas- 
urer for  two  years  and  has  also  been  justice 
of  the  peace.  His  aspirations,  however,  are 
not  in  the  line  of  ofRee-holding,  for  he  pre- 
fers to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  busi- 
ness affairs  or  to  the  interests  of  his  home 
and  church.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Davis 
and  he  is  now  serving  on  its  oiRcial  board 
and  is  also  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Simpson  Park  Camp  Meeting  Association. 
His  life  is  well  i-ounded,  having  the  varied 
interests  that  contribute  to  a  physical,  men- 
tal and  moral  well-being.  He  has  always  been 
a  resident  of  Bay  township,  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who 
have  known  liim  from  boyhood  indicates  that 
his  career  has  been  straightforward  and  hon- 
orable. 


.M.BKRT  YATKH.  ^[.  i). 

Dr.  Albert  Vatcs  is  one  of  tlie  prominent 
members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Macomb 
county,  having  suecesafully  followed  this  call- 
ing at  "Washington  for  thirty  years,  or 
throughout  the  period  of  bis  residence  in  this 
place.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
September  13,  1842,  and  his  father,  Richard 
Yates,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  where 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Caroline  Nicholson,  also  a  native 
o£  England,  and  in  order  to  provide  for  his 
family  he  followed  mechanical  pursuits,  being 
largely  engaged  in  carpentering  throughout 
his  active  business  career.  The  favorable  re- 
ports which  he  heard  concerning  America  led 
him  to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  world  in  1849. 
He  went  direct  to  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he 
made  a  permanent  location  and  although  he 
owned  a  farm  there  he  also  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  being  closely  as,iociated 
with  the  substantial  improvements  of  the 
locality.  He  spent  his  last  years  there  and  at 
length  passed  away  in  Ontario. 


Like  the  other  members  of  his  father's 
family  Dr.  Yates  was  reared  in  Ontario  and 
acquired  good  educational  advantages  there. 
In  1871  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  pursued 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Detroit  Medical 
College.  He  then  returned  to  Canada  and  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  medicine  with  his 
old  preceptor,  who  had  directed  his  studies 
and  readily  ere  he  entered  college.  In  the 
year  1872  he  again  became  a  student  in  the 
Detniit  Medical  College  and  following  his  sec- 
ond course  of  lectures  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1873.  When  he  had  received  his 
diploma  he  again  went  to  Canada,  locating  in 
Bisnmreli.  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
practice  for  about  three  years.  Since  1875, 
however,  he  has  lived  in  lie  village  of  Wash- 
ington and  has  continuously  resided  in  his 
present  home.  He  has  a  neat  office  and  it  is 
well  equipped  with  many  of  the  most  modem 
appliances  known  to  medical  and  surgical 
practice.  Here  he  has  built  up  a  good  busi- 
ness, having  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  village  and  surrounding  country.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Macomb  county  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Northeast  Medical  Association,  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  through 
the  affinity  of  thought  and  experience  there 
keeps  abreast  with  the  profession  in  the  prog- 
ress that  it  makes  toward  perfection.  He  also 
reads  the  new  medical  works  and  journals  and 
practices  along  modern,  scientific  lines,  con- 
tinually promoting  his  efficiency  through 
study  and  information. 

Dr.  Yates  was  married  in  Kent  county, 
Canada,  March  9,  1864,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Eastman,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  country.  She  died  in  Washington,  May 
5,  1878,  leaving  four  children:  Dr.  Henry 
Wellington  Yates,  a  physician  of  Detroit; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  Hartley,  a 
farmer  of  Macomb  county;  Albert  E.,  the 
cashier  of  Blodgett,  Merritt  &  Company  of 
New  York  city;  and  Mary  M.,  the  wife  of 
Frank  W.  Springstein,  of  Detroit.  Dr.  Yates 
was  again  married  in  Michigan,  July  23,  1879, 
his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Clara  B, 
Davis,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ma- 
comb county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Milo  Davis, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  state.  There 
are  also  four  children  by  this  union :  Richard 
L.,  a  mechanical  engineer,  of  Dayton,  Ohio; 
Nancy  B.,  of  Detroit;  Maud  E.  and  Helen  A., 
at  home. 

Dr.  Yates  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in 
Canada,  but  afterward  demitted.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  and  since  be- 
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rL'piihliciiii  |>i]i*tv  iiiKl  its  i)rinci|>l(*s.  III'  liiM 
by  re-eK'.-tii)ii  filU^d  the  office  of  justii'e  t.i'  tlio 
peaw  fur  ovfi-  twenty  years.  :in<l  ha;;es  his  di'- 
cisions  ilikki  tin'  I'ljiiity  and  ttiv  Ijnv  i>f  llii' 
ease,  liis  caiwliilitv  in  cifficc  liririfr  indicate: I 
by  his  own  liti-ra'tion  tlieivin.  His  in'ot'cs- 
sioiiiil  skijl  is  widelv  acknowledged  and  his 
fellow  praetilionet-s  -ive  evidence  of  their 
faith  ill  his  al>ilify  liy  often  callinir  Jiiiii  into 
conmiltatioii,  Thns  liis  life  has  proved  of 
«reat  jr^od  fo  Iiih  fellowineii  and  botli  profes- 
sionally and  socially  he  ranks  lijuli. 


MMOiiV    I'.    DAVIS. 

Kiiioi-y  I'.  Davis,  sii|>ei'iMtendehl  of  Ihe 
Moniit  Clemens  (las  ('o;tij)anv.  was  l:orn  in 
Kraiddin.  .Iohn*..on  eoiinlv,  huliana.  -hilv  VI. 
1874,  His  paternal  ^irandfatiiei-.  John  L. 
Davis,  was  a  merchant  ;it  Blooniin-ton,  In- 
diana, and  still  follows  coimnereial  pin'siiits 
idtbonsh  lie  has  I'eached  the  advanced  a^'e  of 
ei^dity  vcai's.  'I'lie  ancestrv  of  this  l)raneh 
of  the  Diivis  family  can  be  traced  back  to 
-\ew  KnulHnd  and  at  a  more  remote  jH'riod  t<i 
Wales.  In  the  family  of  John  h.  Davis  are 
five  children  :  .Maruaivt.  tlie  widow  of  (ieor^-e 
A.  Sloenm,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana:  .lames 
L.;  Sherniai).  who  is  one  of  tlie  prof.'^s.irs  ill 
the  Indiana  Slalc  I'niversityi  Cny.  who  fol- 
lows inei-ehaiidisinjr  in  lihioiiiinfrtoii,  Indiana: 
and  Emilia,  who  is  also  liviiij:  in  Hloomiiisrton. 
James;  L.  Davis,  who  was  b..rn  in  the 
lloosier  stati'.  was  reared  to  the  oeen|iation  of 
mercbandi^iiijr  and  thronsrh  manv  vears  has 
carried  on  business  alon-  that  line  in  Frank- 
lin. Indiana.  He  married  .Miss  Dora  Peters, 
who  died  in  IK!).".,  at  the  ajrc  of  fortv-six 
vears.  Her  father.  Bernardian  i'.-ters,  was  a 
cabinetniakeiM)f  Kraiikliii.  Indiana,  and  lived 
to  the  advanced  a^re  of  cisrhtv-ei^dit  vears. 
jiassinjr  awiiv  Septembei'  ]:•.  VHH.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  iiiai<leii  name  of  .Matilda  Wells, 
lived  to  the  aire  of  ei-htv-three  vears.  'I'he 
jrrandfather  was  prominent  and  infliicntia)  in 
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leere  that  be  won  the  nnqualiticd 
regard  .4'  al!  who  knew  hiin  and  die<l  withont 
ail  enemy.  Cnto  .Mr.  and  .Mi-s.  Peters  were 
lioni  six  children:  Pri'ston.  now  deceased: 
Dora,  who  iM'canie  ftfi's.  Davis:  Katlierine.  the 
wife  of  Wilev  Aeknian  of  Windfall.  Indiana; 
Mattie,  of  Franklin,  Indiana;  Lulu,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Uoberts  of  Oak  Dandiu-    Indiana; 


and  Annie,  who  is  also  livinu'  in  l-'ranldin. 
The  Peters  familv  was  one  of  the  jiioneer 
families  of  Jell'ersoii  eoinitv.  Kentnckv, 

Emory  P.  Davis  i,nr..Hcd  his  ediication  in 
the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  Jndiana.  and 
was  ffraduHtcd  fnmi  the  hifrh  .school  with  tlie 
class  of  189(1.  He  entered  business  life  at 
that  place  and  afler  the  consolidati.m  of  the 
water.  li^dit  and  power  companies  be  became 
niaiiaucr  of  the  new  coiii|.aiiv  in  l>'m.  He 
held  that  ii,>sition  for  six  years,  when  he  was 
a|.|iointed  superinten<lent  of  the  .Mount  Cl-ni- 
ens  (las  Companv,  which  [losition  be  has  siiK-e 
lille<l,  \u-w  places  the  ^ize  of  Mmiiit  Clemens 
have  as  well  e<|uiiipe<l  pis  plants,  Cnder  the 
,u:nidance  of  Mr.  Davis  the  busini'ss  has  iieen 
birsiely  iiicreas<>d.  the  output  heiii-  more  than 
two  hiimlred  jier  cent  what  it  was  when  he 
look  charee,  and  it  iiiereased  sixtv-seveii  pci' 
cent  in  the  year  18!14.  Mr,  Davis  is  very 
progressive  and  enterprisintr  in  the  niHuaye- 
ment  of  his  business  interests  and  Ihe  plant 
is  now  sii|iplied  with  all  modern  apjdianres, 
while  a  liberal  iiatronasie  is  eii.ioved  by  Ihe 
members  of  the  coiii|mnv,  Mr,  Davis  has  Inui 
offers  of  other  positions  elsewhere,  hut  pre- 
fers his  iireseiit  location  for  social  and  other 
reasons. 

Fraternall.v,  Mr.  Davis  is  connected  with 
J[oiint  Clemens  lod^e  No,  KiH,  K.  P..  was 
chosen  chancellor  .-ommaiider  in  1904  and  was 
re-elected  the  present  vear.  He  is  also  a 
ineiiiberof  .Mount  Clemens  Lodfie  Xo.  (i.  A.  F. 
&  A.  SI,,  and  the  Odd  Fellows  lod-e  at 
Franklin,  He  is  president  of  the  liepiildic 
Club  at  Mount  Clemens,  an  honor  which  was 
uiisoiitrht  l>y  him.  but  to  which  he  was  called 
by  his  fellow  townsmen,  who  recosniize  his 
ahilit.v  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his 
part.v.  His  own  untiring  efforts  have  brouprht 
iiiin  success  and  busiiK'SH  prciniinence. 

On  the  12th  of  June.  1896.  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  and  Sliss  Alice  Uliissel- 
niau,  a  daughter  of  John  K,  Musselinan  of 
Jolinson  county,  Indiana,  who  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  sheriff  there.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  one  child,  Roscoe  V..  horn  June  7,  1002. 


LESLIE  L.  MILLAK. 

The  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of 
Macomb  county  find  a  worthy  representative 
in  Leslie  L.  Millar,  living  011  section  13,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  in  the  hreedin;!: 
of  shorthorn  cattle  and  Berkshire  hogs.  Tie 
is  al-o  worthy  of  representation  in  this  volunn' 
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because  of  his  long  residence  in  the  state, 
covering  a  period  of  seventy  years.  He  was 
born  in  Strongville,  Ohio,  September  15,  1835. 
His  father,  Wilson  W.  Millar,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Erie  county.  New  York,  in  1804, 
was  a  son  of  William  Millar,  a  Jiative  of  Scot- 
land. Later,  having  become  a  resident  of  the 
new  world,  he  served  his  adopted  country  as 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  and  afterward 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  Wilson  W.  Millar  was  reared 
in  Erie  county  and  when  a  young  man  went 
to  Ohio,  where  he  met  and  married  Airs.  Betsy 
Ann  Collis,  nee  Cooper,  who  at  that  time  was 
a  widow.  Mr.  Millar  followed  merchandising 
and  also  owned  and  operated  a  farm  near 
Strongville,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. It  was  in  that  locality  that  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  bom.  In  the  same  year, 
however,  the  father  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ray  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
laiid  of  sixty  acres.  Later  he  bought  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  erect- 
ed good  building  and  raised  his  family. 
There  he  spent  his  last  years,  passing  away 
al)out  1850.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a 
number  of  years  and  they  were  numbered 
among  the  worthy  pioneer  people  of  the  lo- 
eality. 

Le.slie  L.  Millar  is  one  of  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  reached 
years  of  maturity.  One  brother,  ApoUis  II. 
Millar,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Rebellion,  serv- 
ing an  band  master.  He  died  at  his  home 
in  1865  as  the  result  of  disease  contracted 
in  the  army.  One  sister,  Victoria  B.,  became 
the  wife  of  William  Bellows  and  died  in  Ray 
township,  in  1895.  Eugene  W.  Millar  is  a 
farmer  of  Ray  township,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Leslie  L.  Millar  is  tlie  only  survivor 
of  the  family. 

Leslie  L.  MiUar  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Ray  township,  where  he  enjoyed  the  educa- 
tional advantages  afforded  by  the  public 
Kchools.  He  left  home  when  a  yotmg  man  of 
sixteen  years  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  followed  that  pursuit  prior  to  the  Civil 
war.  In  August,  1862,  responding  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid,  he  joined  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Cavalry  as  a  musician  of  the  regi- 
mental band  and  was  assigned  to  Company  B. 
During  the  last  two  years  of  his  service  he 
was  leader  of  the  band.  He  went  south  with 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland  and  remained 
at  the  front  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  when 
he  was  honorably  dischai^ed,  in  July,  1865. 
After  his  discharge  he  returned  home,  located 


in  Lenox,  Michigan,  and  tiiere  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building,  assisting  materially 
in  this  way  in  the  improvement  of  Richmond 
and  of  Lenox.  A  great  many  of  the  build- 
ings in  those  towns  and  at  New  Haven  stand 
as  monuments  to  his  skill  and  enterprise,  lit 
April,  1879,  he  removed  to  the  fann  whereon 
he  now  resides  and  continued  its  improvement 
in  connection  with  building  operations  until 
1890.  He  erected  for  himself  a  good  home 
and  barn  and  has  developed  a  valuable  farm, 
planting  fruit  trees  and  adding  all  modern 
accessories.  The  farm  was  old  and  run  down 
when  it  came  into  his  posies.sion,  lint  by  cul- 
tivation and  the  use  of  fertilizers  he  has  made 
his  land  rich  and  productive  and  no  better 
farm  land  can  be  found  in  this  part  of  the 
state  than  is  owned  by  Mr.  Millar,  In  his 
business  operations  he  has  prospered  and  at 
the  same  time  he  has  been  a  very  useful  cit- 
izen, assisting  largely  in  the  improvement  of 
this  section  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Millar  was  married  in  Ray  townsliip. 
in  1855,  to  Miss  Adaline  Hazelton,  a  sister 
of  Thaddeus  Hazelton,  who  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work.  Mrs.  Millar  died  in  1861, 
leaving  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  liv- 
ing: Theron  W.,  who  in  a  mechanic  now  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  in  Detroit ; 
and  Allison  R,,  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
West  Bay  City.  Michigan.  One  son,  Ralph 
C,  was  engaged  in  coopering  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-iive  years,  leaving  a  wife.  In 
1866  Leslie  L.  Millar  was  again  married  In 
Ray  township,  his  second  union  being  with 
Vandalia  E.  Risk,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Louis  Risk,  a  native  of  Germany  and  one 
of  the  first  settler.s  of  St.  Louis,  where  he 
owned  and  operated  several  steamboats  on  the 
Mississippi  river.  In  1849  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia and  seven  times  made  trips  to  that 
state.  From  St.  Louis  he  removed  to  Cape 
Ciirardean,  Missouri.  He  was  married  in  the 
forjiicr  place  to  Miss  Lizzie  Connell,  a  native 
of  England,  and  later  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  London,  Canada,  where  the  family 
remained  while  he  traveled  and  looked  after 
his  business  interefits  in  California.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  massacred  by  the  In- 
dians while  on  one  of  his  trips  to  the  west. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millar  has  been 
bles.'^ed  with  five  children  who  are  yet  living : 
Apollis  11,.  a  resident  of  Nemaha  county,  Ne- 
braska: Auburn,  a  contractor  and  builder; 
Minnie,  who  is  conducting  a  dressmaking 
establishment  in  Detroit;  Arthur  R..  who  oc- 
cupies a  business  position    in    Detroit;  and 
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ThomaN  C,  wlui  is  tilling  a  position  in  Min- 
neapolis. They  also  lost  two  children:  Eliz- 
abeth A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years;  and  Lonis  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Millar  has  been  a  life-long 
democrat,  supporting  James  Buchanan  for 
president  in  1856.  while  his  last  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Judge  Parker  of  New  York. 
lie  has  served  for  four  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  but  otherwise  has  neither  held  noi- 
desired  public  office.  He  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  at  Romeo,  and  Macomb  chapter, 
and  has  filled  a  number  of  positions  in  both 
organizations.  Mr.  Millar  may  well  be  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Michi- 
gan, having  lived  in  Maeomb  county  for 
seventy  j^ears.  during  which  time  he  has  seen 
it  transformed  from  a  wilderness  and  swamp 
into  a  ricli  asricultTiral  district  in  the  midst 
of  which  arc  aho  thriving  towns  and  cities 
with  their  manufacturing  and  Industrial  in- 
li'ccsls.  .\1  all  liiiie^  ti<'  has  been  equally  eon- 
I'cnicd  ill  the  piLlilii-  welfare  and  progress 
iint}  has  dom>  his  full  share  as  a  citizen  in 
proiMotiiig  Ihc  ii|)biiiUling  ari(J  ilcvH<t|mi™t 
of    this    porlinn    nf    tlic    >tatr. 


WILLIAM  J.  DUSSE. 

\Villi;]i}i  .1.  Duwic,  one  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  Macomb  county,  whose 
years,  however,  seem  to  prove  no  olstacle  to 
his  ready  advancement  and  success,  is  now 
serving  as  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  and 
is  also  circuit  court  commissioner.  He  makes 
his  houLC  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  native 
of  Waldenburg,  Maeomb  county,  born  March 
18,  1875,  his  parents  being  John  ami  "Wil- 
helmina  (Wolf)  Dusse,  both  of  whom  are  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Jacob  Dusse  who  always  remained  a  resident 
of  (.  ermanj  although  he  spent  a  veai  ni  Msit 
in"  m  Alaeomb  countj  Michigan  ser\ed  on 
the  staft  of  King  "WiUiam  and  died  at  the  ige 
of  s  ventj  years  John  Dusse  remained 
I  sident  of  the  fatheiland  until  1852  \l  n 
thinl  mg  that  he  might  have  bettei  biisiii  '. 
1 1  rtunities  in  the  new  woild  1  can  t 
An  iica  and  took  up  hi5  tbtd  m  Mncoml 
countv  Michigan  «hLie  for  inan>  \  irs  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  fatnnng,  but  is 
now  living  retired.  He  was  inarried,  in  Ma- 
comb township,  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Wolf,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Wolf,  who  came  from  Ger- 
many to  this  county  and  here  spent  his  last 
ten  years,  following  the  necupation  nf  farm- 


ing. He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Dusse  are  now  living  in  Mount 
Clemens.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: William  J.;  Augusta,  the  wife  of 
George  Pollock  of  Detroit ;  Wilhelmina,  who  is 
living  in  Mount  Clemens;  and  Ernestina  of 
Detroit. 

William  J.  Dusse,  at  the  usual  age,  entered 
the  public  schools  and  continued  his  studies 
here  until  he  had  completed  his  more  -specif- 
ically literary  education  by  graduation  fi-oin 
the  high  school  with  the  class  of  1896.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  began  prepara- 
tion for  liis  profession,  being  enrolled  as  a 
student  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Ai'bor.  wbcre 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  ^^^'M.  He 
next  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Law.  in 
which  he  completed  a  post-graduate  course  in 
the  spring  of  1900.  after  which  he  began  prae- 
ticc  in  connection  with  Franz  C.  Kuhn.  with 
whom  be  contimied  for  two  veatN,  when  he 
fonijwf  n  |)aj'tmTslii|)  »-ith  Sil/is  M.  Sjiicr.  tliis 
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i;»l,">,  whi'Ti  be  was  appointed  assistant  [ir 
cnlini;  altnniey  under  Allen  W.  Kent,  for  a 
ti'rm  of  two  years.  He  was  appointed  circuit 
<'ourt  ciiiimiissioner  by  Governor  Bliss  in  1903. 
and  ill  the  fall  of  1904  was  elected  to  the 
ot^ii'c.  ill  which  he  is  now  serving. 

In  his  political  views  Mi',  llusse  is  a  stal- 
wart republican,  active  in  Ibe  work  of  the 
party  and  doing  all  in  his  j)owcr  to  promote 
its  upbuilding  and  pnigre-s.  Frateniallv,  he 
is  connorti-d  with  the  Knights  of  the  ':\Iac- 
cabees  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
in  the  latter  he  has  filled  various  offices  in 
the  local  lodge.  He  is  jin  active  worker  and 
faithful  member  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Zion  church,  is  treasurer  of  the  Sunday 
school,  secretary  of  the  choir  and  treasurer  of 
the  Yonu'i  People's  Society.  ITe  is  a  young 
man  of  s-ti'ong  purpo^^e  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion who  has  made  his  way  unaided  and 
already  he  has  attained  a  creditable  position 
in  a  profession  wherein  advancement  depends 
upon  individual  merit. 


EDWARD  S.  HUNT. 

Edward  S.  Hunt,  who  is  now  practically 
living  retired  in  Richmond,  was  bom  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Macomb  county,  May  6,  1837,  his 
parents  being  Hiram  and  Mary  (Vandercook) 
Hunt,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  The 
father  was  born  in  Batavia,  New  York,  and 
his  father  was  John  Hunt,  who  came  from 
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JViiiisvlviiiiiii  nnd  (k-v.)U'd  liis  life  id  llio 
(.f  tlic  ministry,  llintiii  Hunt,  ivniuvi 
tlw  \v<'st.  sottii'il  ill  Mount  (' 
■:jOs.  lie  wy.s  (-inployed  in  tin-  (i<>w  ylas« 
works,  NiTving  there  «s  a  jrlass  lilowci*  for  ;i 
iiiiiiiber  of  years.  Ho  aftorwarti  lioiifrlit  u 
fitfiii  m  Coliiiiibiis,  St.  Clair  ^■(.uiity.  .Michi- 
■raii,  wlieri.'  lie  )iia<ie  lii^i  lionio  until  liis  {Icatli. 
lU-  was  (irotiiiiioiit  and  active  in  |>ublii^  affairs 
ami   s.'rved    as   ™n.stalili>    and    sh<>rim    takiiifr 
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Ins  i^aieiiTs"  removal  to  Ht.  Chiir  cnuiily  and 

twetitv-four  veai'w  of  ap',  when  lie  tool;  iiji 
his  abode  in  Caw.o.  Purehasin-  a  traet  of 
land,  he  earned  on  jjeneral  fanniiip:  on  liis 
own  aecoiint  and  later  he  f.u\(\  that  property 
anil  huiiirht  a  farm  in  Coluiiihns.  This  he 
eoDliiuied  to  imiu'ove  aiul  he  has  added  lo 
it  until  it  iH.w  eni)i|)rises  two  hundred  aere^ 
of  rich  laud,  the  ^'i-eatei'  part  of  which  is 
under  a  hij-h  state  of  eultivatioii.  Theiv  ii 
living  water  upon  the  piaee  ami  the  land  lies 
exeelleiitly  for  drainasre  purposes.  Mi:  Hunt 
followed  farniiiiir  alone  |iro.ressive  lines  and 
ill  the  course  of  time  his  farm  heeanie 
one  of  the  hest  of  tlie  localilv.  He  is  now 
r.-ntinsr  it,  while  I'or  the  past  twenty  years 
he  has  iiracticallv  lived  retirwi.  Since  com- 
iiii!'  to  Hichmon.l  lie  has  efcetcl  a  modern 
hfiek  residenee  id*  attractive  style  of  an-hi- 
tectnre  and  supplied  with  all  the  city  eon- 
venieuees.  Following'  liis  removal  to  Kieh- 
tiiond  he  engaged  in  the  cairiaiie  hnsiness  for 
six  year.s  and  then  put  aside  all  mercantile 
interests  and  other  business  affairs  s;i\e  tin' 
sujiei'vis'ioii  of  his  investments. 

In  18fi2  Mr,  ]innt  was  married  to  .Miss 
Marj'  Jane  Meaiion,  of  St.  Clair  county,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Mrs.  Unnt  died  September  15,  1897, 
and  in  April,  1900.  Mr.  Hunt  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Anna  .M. 
Swiso,  a  native  of  Wiseonsin. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hunt  man- 
ifested his  loyalty  to  the  Union  cause  bv 
enlisting  in  the  .•■■pring  of  ISfif)  in  the  Mich- 
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igan  infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel 
I'arkerhui'sl,  lie  was  inusten'd  in  at  -hickson 
and  went  direct  to  Nashville,  'feiiiiessee,  and 
then  went  to  Chattanooga,  where  he  was 
detailed  with  others  to  guard  prisoners.  He 
there  remained  until  taken  ill  with  the 
measles,  when  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital 
and  later  was  transfern^d  to  the  hospital  at 
Nashville,  lie  afterward  was  sent  to  the 
eoTintry  and  when  honorably  discharged  he 
returned  home.  His  health  was  so  abso- 
lutely impaired  that  for  eighteen  months 
after  his  return  he  was  incapacitated  for 
active  labor.  He  is  a  meiuher  of  the  (Iraiid 
Armv  of  the  KeiHibllc,  takes  an  active  par! 
in  its  work  anil  is  dee|>lv  intcivsled  in  llie 
cause  of  the  yeteraiis  of  the  <'ivil  war.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  l-'or 
tlie  pas!  ten  vears  he  has  spent  the  winter 
seasons  largely  in  Florida.  Alabama  and  Cal- 
ifornia, lie  has  visited  tlie  'I'ellimstone  I'ai'k 
and  other  places  of  interest  in  tliis  country 
and  has  made  it  a  iioiiit  to  enjio    
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.ASAHKl.  KAlhKV. 
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Asaliel  Uailey'suame  is  closely  interwoyen 
with  the  history  of  Maeonib  county  through 
that  period  when  the  foundation  -if  material 
progress,  intellectual  improvement  ami  moral 
advancenu^nt  was  being  laid,  and  his  efforts 
were  of  marked  value  in  the  iipbiiildiug  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  came  of  Kng- 
lish  and  Scotch  ancestry  and  Ste|ihen  was 
the  name  of  four  of  his  ancestors  in  the  di- 
rect paternal  line.  The  founders  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America  came  from  Kngland,  His 
grandparents  were  Stephen  and  Eunice 
(Crooks)  liailey,  the  latter  of  Scotch  line- 
age, ami  his  parents  were  Stephen  and 
L.ydia  (Freeman)  Bailey.  The  latter  had  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Thev  were  I'reshvterians  in  eariv  life,  hut 
afterward  bi'<-ame  ideiititi<Ml  witli  the  Kpisco 
paliaii  failli.  In  wliiidi  thev  reared  their  fam- 
ily. 

Asabel  liailey  was  bom  in  lladdaiii.  Con- 
necticut, January  29,  17Hi*,  ]Hirsued  his  edu- 
cation there  and  determined  to  study  for  the 
ministry,  but  the  close  confinemeut  of  stu- 
dent life  undermined  his  health  and  foi'ced 
him  to  abandon  his  plans  for  church  work. 
He  afterward  engaged  in  luaniifacturinn  ami 
in  teaching,  but  eyeiituallv  di'voted  his  iiiidi- 
yided   attention  to  agriculliiral   pursuits. 
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111  ISiy,  ill  liiclimoiid,  New  York,  Asahel 
Bailey  wedcied  his  cousin,  Bliss  Cynthia 
Freeman,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  per- 
formed hy  Elder  Wright,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sylvia  (Newman) 
Freeman,  the  latter  of  Welsh  lineage,  while 
the  Preemaiis  were  of  English  descent.  The 
family  was  founded  in  America  at  Cape  Cod 
and  later  representatives  of  the  name  re- 
moved to  Chatham.  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
fi' ran dpa rents  of  Mrs.  Bailey  were  Moses 
and  Susan  (Brooks)  Freeman,  the  former  a 
sea  captain,  who  was  lost  with  his  vessel 
and  crew  when  his  son  Joseph  was  a  child. 
The  only  trace  of  the  wreck  that  was  ever 
found  was  a  blanket,  marked  with  his  name. 
Mrs.  Bailey  was  bom  in  Berkshire,  Ver- 
mont, September  18,  1798,  and  in  1821  she 
accompanied  her  husband  from  Richmond, 
New  York,  to  Michigan — then  under  terri- 
torial government. 

They  crossed  Lake  Brie  in  the  first  steamer 
on  that  lake,  suggestively  named  Walk-in- 
the-Water,  reaching  Detroit  September  14th 
and  in  a  small  boat  started  from  Detroit  to 
Mount  Clemens,  but  the  boat  sprang  a  leak 
and  they  soon  had  to  abandon  hope  of  reach- 
ing their  destination  in  that  way.  ITie  sun 
was  low  when  they  di,sco(-('r(*d  a  log  house 
in  the  woods  and  buiiled,  l)ut  the  French  set- 
tlers there  refused  tlieiu  aid,  the  woman  tell- 
ing them  to  cook  their  own  victuals,  when 
they  asked  her  to  prejjare  a  meal,  and  the 
man  refusing  to  talte  thom  on  their  way 
with  bis  team,  althoufrb  they  offered  to  pay 
liberall.v.  Aid  catiie.  Iiowever.  when  Judge 
Cleiiu'iis  di'DVf  up  iuid  directed  the  French- 
man to  t;ik(>  till'  party  to  his  house.  In  an 
ox-cart  tbi'y  witi'  driven  to  the  home  of 
Judge  Cli'iiiciis  anil  there  procured  horses 
and  wagon,  with  wliii'h  they  started  on  to 
their  destiniitioii,  which  they  reached  in  Jan- 
uary, 1822.  At  that  time  Eomeo,  then  called 
Indian  Village,  contained  but  one  building — 
a  log  cabin  which  stood  on  a  farm  that  had 
been  owned  by  Jeremiah  Allen,  who  had  be- 
gun the  I'olini  iUid  had  also  dug  an  unwalled 
ws'll.  'I'ii'iiig  of  his  pioneer  home,  Mr.  Allen 
gladly  ti-adi'd  the  claim  to  Mr.  Bailey,  who 
(idVirii  him  fifty  dollars  in  boots  and  shoes. 
'Vho  ('^:cliiinge  made,  the  Bailey  family,  then 
i-iKisiKliiig  of  husband,  wife  and  infant 
daughter,  were  soon  installed  in  their  new 
home  and  continued  residents  of  Romeo 
throuffhont  their  remaining  days. 

The  Bailey  famil.v  were  friendly  with  the 
IiiiliaiiR.  who  trusted  "Asa  Billy"  implicit- 


ly. The  story  of  their  life  was  the  story  of 
])ioueer  times.  Mr.  Bailey  went  once  a  year 
to  Detroit  for  letters,  on  each  of  which  he 
had  to  pay  twenty-five  cents  postage.  Pon- 
tiac  was  their  Jiearest  milling  place.  Their 
first  orchard  was  planted  by  himself  and  wife 
on  the  north  side  of  East  St.  Clair  street 
and  later  they  set  out  another  on  the  west 
side  of  Wain  street.  Mr.  Bailey  continued 
the  work  of  farming  for  many  years,  improv- 
ing a  property  which  in  course  of  time 
brought  to  him  a  good  income.  In  February, 
1837,  he  sold  his  farni  in  Romeo  and  bought 
a  tract  of  new  land  in  what  is  now  Berlin 
township,  but  the  purchaser  failed  to  pay 
and  the  family  returned  to  the  old  farm  at 
the  end  of  three  months.  His  pioneer  log 
cabin  was  replaced  hy  a  frame  house,  built 
of  hiniber,  which  he  hauled  with  oxen  from 
the  north  woods,  making  many  laborious 
trips.  The  third  home  of  the  family,  in  the 
south  end  of  the  village,  was  completed  in 
1858  and  was  first  occupied  on  January  1, 
1859. 

In  the  meantime,  while  carrying  on  his 
fai'ining  operations,  Mr,  Bailey  assisted  ma- 
terially in  reclaiming  this  region  for  civili- 
zation, assisting  largely  in  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  upbuilding.  He  surveyed  the 
first  public  roads  in  the  county,  extending 
t<)  Mount  Clemens  and  St.  Clair  and  in  1832, 
in  connection  with  N.  T.  Taylor,  he  platted 
the  village  of  Homeo,  which  had  been  siu-- 
veyed  by  John  B.  HoUister.  He  gave  the 
land  on  which  the  first  sehoolhouse  was 
built  and  also  for  the  building  of  a  house 
of  worship  for  the  Congregational  denomi- 
nation, and  these  tracts  are  still  used  for  the 
original  purposes  for  which  they  were  be- 
stowed. He  was  one  of  the  first  school  in- 
spectors of  Bruce  township  and  his  co-oper- 
ation could  always  be  counted  upon  to  fur- 
ther the  welfare  or  promote  the  upbuilding 
of  town  or  county. 

Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Bailey  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Prudence  Cynthia  died 
April  17, 1872 ;  Maria  Matilda ;  Stephen,  who 
married  Isabella  Harriet  Davis,  of  James- 
town, New  York,  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  a  time  in  Iowa,  afterward  following  mer- 
chandising and  in  March,  1860,  went  to 
Pike's  Peak,  returning  in  the  following  De- 
cember to  Romeo.  He  had  two  children, 
Edith  jMaud  and  Clara  Marinda,  but  the 
latter  died  March  11,  1881,  and  the  mother 
died  April  16,  1881 ;  Lois  Curtis  was  the 
next  member  of  the  family  of  Asahel  Bailey; 
Newman   died   in   infancy;   and   Lydia  and 
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Phebe  Jane  were  the  youngest  members  of 
the  family-  The  father's  death  oecurred  at 
Romeo,  January  27,  1862,  and  on  the  seven- 
ty-third anniyersary  of  his  birth  he  was  laid 
to  rest.  Mra.  Bailey,  long  surviving  him, 
passed  away  July  4,  1881.  He  was  always  a 
great  reader,  the  taste  of  the  student  being 
manifest  throughout  his  entire  life  and 
making  him  a  man  of  superior  education  and 
wide  intelligence.  His  name  is  inseparably 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  county 
and  the  village  of  Romeo  largely  stands  as 
a  monument  to  him,  as  he  was  one  of  its 
founders  and  early  i>romoters. 


AKTIHjK  J-:,  VAN  EP8. 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
abstract  and  fire  insurance  business  in  Mount 
Cleiuens.  wan  horn  in  tliis  city,  March  5,  1851. 
lie  Millies  (if  !iii  old  fiiniily  iif  Holland  ances- 
try. th<>  (irijiiiiHl  iv]iivseiitiitiv<'.^  »t  the  family 
in  Aiiu^ricii  having  srltknl  (in  tlic  Hudson  river 
in  New  York.  His  patcnial  firamlfathcr  wii« 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  fiitlicr. 
John  E.  Van  Eps.  was  a  native  of  tlii'  Kiiipire 
state  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1844.  settliiijj  in 
.Mount  fleiiiens.  He  w«s  a  h!ifiuv-;siiiakei-  hy 
tnide  and  in  <*oni]iH*tioii  with  his  hr.siiiess  in 
that  hue  also  ciii-rii-d  a  line  ..1  i^Udes.  He 
lii<cwise  eondiieted  a  tiinnct-y  for  smnc  years, 
and  was  a  partner  in  the  {iwier;'!  stniv  <if 
Traver,  Van  Eps  &  Company,  ile  is  now 
living  retired.  He  was  niaiTicd  at'ler  liis  re- 
■  nioval  to  :\IoHiit  UleiiienK,  .Miss  Ada  Triiver  lie- 
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mayor  of  Jlonnt  Clemens.  He  lias  jiow 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-llin'c 
years,  his  birth  having  oe.enned  in  1S22. 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps  began  liis  ediieation  in 
the  primary  schools  of  i^htinit  Cleiiu'iis  and 
advanced  through  successive  i.'ra(les  until  lie 
became  a  high  school  student.  In  early  life 
he  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  eurrier 
and  continued  at  that  business  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  a  part  of  the  time  carrying 
on  work  on  his  own  account.  In  1879,  the 
year  in  which  Jfouiit  Clemens  was  incorpora- 
ted as  a  city,  he  was  elected  the  first  supervisor 
and  held  that  position  for  twelve  consecutive 
years.  In  1886  he  was  ehoseu  register  of 
deeds  and  served  for  four  years  in  that  office. 
He  was  also  city  elerk  for  three  years  and  in 
these  various  positions  discharged  his  duties 
with   promptness   and    fidelity.      In    polities 


he  is  a  democrat  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  success  and  growth  of  his  party. 

"While  still  holding  office  Mr.  Van  Eps  em- 
barked in  his  present  line  of  bnsinras,  turning 
his  attention  to  abstracting  and  flre  insurance 
in  1887.  He  is  now  a  partner  of  Trangott 
Lunger  sh  a  usen,  under  the  firm  style  of 
Lnngershau.=en  &  Van  Eps.  This  relation  was 
been  maintained  continuously  for  eighteen 
years  and  the  firm  has  the  original  and  only 
set  of  abstract  books  in  the  eiinnty.  it  having 
been  prepared  b.y  Ma.inr  Almizn  Keeler  whih 
he  Has  Kgistii  of  deeds.  'rii<>y  have  a  good 
business  Mhith  is  c<iiitiunallv  growinjr. 

On  the  2'^th  of  October,  1881),  Mr.  Van 
tjs  was  mail  led  to  Miss  Ilattic  M.  Chui'ch, 
a  daughtei  of  llaswell  and  Mary  A.  (Davis) 
Church  who  Mere  natives  of  Vermont.  Her 
father  served  as  sheriff  of  Mneonib  county 
for  four  years  and  it  was  in  .Macomb  county 
that  Sirs.  Van  Eps  was  liorii.  Who  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  one  ilaiigliter.  Alia,  who  is 
now  a  teacher  in  Mount  Clemeiiii. 

:\Ir.  Van  Eps  );<  a  ebarler  niemliei'  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge.  No.  KiS.  K.  i'.  lie  was  mastet 
in  Mount  Clemens  lodye.  Xo.  (i,  A.  ]•'.  &  A.  M., 
in  1879  and  1880,  and  was  high  pHest  of 
Mount  Clemens  chapter.  IC  A.  M.,  for-  fifteen 
vears;  a  nieiiil)er  of  :\loniit  Cleitieiis  eonncil. 
No.  8,  R.  &  S.  M..  1111(1  ill  187S  was  a  in.'iiiher 
of  Romeo  coinmaiKlerv.  No.  <>.  K.  T,  He  also 
hekmgs  to  the  Kntghls  of  .Mit<-<-;ib.-e-i.  Mr. 
\'ini  Eps  Ls  always  aiiproachahle.  aee(n'ding  to 
every  one  the  courtesy  of  an  ' 
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T.  CilAlihKS  CRITTENDEN. 

T.  Charles  Crittenden,  livinsr  on  sectimi  IS. 
Chelerfield  township,  was  Ikii'ii  in  this  town- 
ship. Janiuirv  7.  lS.'i7.  a  ^-oii  of  Charles  H.  and 
l,oi-t  Antt  (Kitiditi  Cntli'iideii,  [lis  gr^ind- 
father.  John  Crittenden,  was  lioni  in  Kranklin 
C(mnty,  Massaelmsetts,  .hiniiary  :i,  17!)li,  and 
married  Phoebe  (loodrieh.  In  18:11  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  government  land  on  section 
18,  Chesterfield  township.  Not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made  there, 
and  in  fact  the  tract  was  covered  with  a  dense 
growth  of  timber.  As  there  was  no  market 
for  wood  at  that  time  he  disposed  of  much  of 
the  timber  by  piling  it  up  and  burning  it.  lie 
was  a  passenger  on  the  first  practical  steame" 
built  bv  Kobert  Fulton  in  the  T'nited  States, 
plying'on  the  Hudson  river.     He  seT'V(Hl  at  n 
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militiamiiii  in  the  state  ol:  ,\ew  York  in  1814. 
For  many  years  he  remained  an  honored 
pioneer  resident  of  Maeonib  county  and  died 
here  Noveniher  29,  1882. 

Charles  D.  Crittenden,  born  in  Ontario 
county,  New  York  April  10  1827  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Miehijran  when  foui 
years  old  and  was  educated  in  the  distiict 
school.  He  worked  on  his  fathei  s  fann  until 
he  attained  his  inajontv  when  he  purcha^Ld 
a  farm  on  the  Quick  load  He  afttrward  sold 
this  and  bought  fort\  acies  m  Macomb  town 
ship,  which  he  deeded  to  his  father  recen  ing 
in  exehans^  thirty  acres  of  tht  homt  stead  on 
which  he  bnilt  a  dnellin^  iheie  hi  iimamed 
until  1872,  when  ht  rLtiitd  from  actne  busi 
ne^  cares  and  estxblidhed  his  home  in  Mount 
Clemens.  While  upon  the  fann  he  spent 
fifteen  winter  seasons  in  the  lumbei  bus 
iness  cutting  timber  hut  m  the  spring  he 
always  returned  to  his  farm  He  was 
supervisor  of  Chesterfltld  township  in  1860  fcl 
and  1870-71.  He  was  tieasurei  of  his 
township  ill  1856  57  and  superintendent  of 
the  poor  of  Macomb  (,ount\  for  tight  yeirs 
In  public  oiBce  ht  was  ilwa\s  found  true 
to  the  trust  reposed  m  him  and  m  his 
business  affairs  he  wis  active  and  energetic 
winning  well  merited  success  throu^rh  his  un 
tiring  labor.  He  died  March  5,  1895.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ann 
Knight,  passed  away  September  29,  1893. 

T.  Charles  Crittenden  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  high  school  of  Mount 
Clemens,  living  with  his  father,  where  he  now 
resides.  In  1878,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
he  removed  to  the  home  farm.  Here  he  re- 
modeled all  the  buildings  and  made  many  iiii- 
provements.  He  has  tiled  about  one  half 
of  the  farm  and  he  now  has  a  prodnctivi' 
property,  from  which  he  annually  gathers 
good  harvests.  In  all  of  his  work  he  is  prai-- 
tical  and  at  the  same  time  progressive  and  bis 
efforts  are  bringing  him  well  merited  pros- 
perity. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is 
at  present  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Chesterfield  Creamery. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1878,  Mr.  Crittenden 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Arnold,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Ellen  M  (Alarsh)  Arnold. 
Her  parents  were  nativ  s  of  Biookhn  New 
York,  and  Massachusetts  respectnelv  Her 
father  died  in  Brooklvn  aftei  which  her 
mother  came  to  Oakland  countv  Mulligan, 
.settling  in  Pontiae  where  she  married  beorge 
W.  Petty,  a  hardware  meiohant  who  m  1900 
retired  from  active  Imsmcss  nnd  is  still  living 
in  Pontiae,  where  lis        d    his  b  iiie  for 


about  sixty  years,  lie  has  served  as  tax  col- 
lector there,  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
having  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree 
in  Pontiae  conimandery,  and  is  iiiliuential  in 
juiblie  affairs,  being  recognized  as  the  friend 
of  all  movements  for  the  benefit  of  the  eom- 
nuinit.v.  l^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crittenden  were 
born  seven  children :  Bessie  L.,  born  March 
5,  1879,  now  tJie  wife  of  John  Cunningham 
of  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  connected  with  the 
Pere  Martjuette  railroad;  Nellie  May,  born 
June  18,  1881;  Carleton  M.,  born  August  4, 
188:3,  now  with  the  National  Sand  &  Cement 
Block  Company  of  Detroit;  Don  C,  who  was 
bom  April  17,  1886,  and  died  January  23, 
1904,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Crittenden  family  burying  ground,  which  is 
partly  on  the  old  homestead;  Ray  T.,  born 
December  23,  1888;  Max  C,  born  October  18, 
1898 ;  and  Lila  N.,  born  August  5,  1900.  The 
first  two  children  of  this  family  had  three 
great-grandfathers  and  two  great- grand- 
mothers living  at  the  same  time. 

Mr,  Crittenden  has  acceptably  filled  the 
ofBee  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  five  years,  his 
decisions  being  strictly  fair  and  impartial. 
He  was  school  director  for  three  years,  was 
treasurer  of  the  Chesterfield  Creamery  Com- 
pany for  four  yeai-s,  a  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge.  No.  168,  K.  P..  and  a  member 
of  Chesterfield  Orange.  He  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  the  township  and  county  in 
which  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  the 
fact  that  many  of  his  stauchest  friends  are 
those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood  is 
an  indication  that  his  has  been  a  straightfor- 
ward and  commendable  career. 


ALEXANDER  JACOBI. 

The  coHiiiiercial  interests  of  Mount  Clemens 
iire  well  represented  by  Alexander  Jacobi, 
who  throughout  his  entire  business  life  has 
been  connected  with  the  clothing  trade  here. 
He  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  born  De- 
cember 24,  1855,  and  he  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  city.  He  went  to 
Port  Huron,  Michigan,  in  1870,  and  entered 
business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  clothing  store  of 
his  uncle,  Joseph  Jacobi.  There  he  remained 
until  1877,  when  he  became  manager  of  his 
uncle's  branch  store  in  Mount  Clemens,  tak- 
ing charge  here  on  the  10th  of  February  of 
that  year,  and  this  business  arrangement  was 
continiied  until  1880,  when  Mr.  Jacobi  became 
'ole  owner  of  the  store  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted.   He  has  a  large  and  carefully  selected 
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line  of  goods  and  his  biisine^  has  increased 
four-fold  during  the  time  that  he  has  man- 
aged the  store.  His  methods  in  trade  are  such 
as  will  bear  the  closest  investigation  and 
senitiiiy  and  his  earnest  desire  to  please  his 
patrons  is  another  element  in  his  prosperity. 
He  has  not  confined  his  attention,  however,  to 
this  line  alone,  for  in  1890  he  was  one  of  the 
origiiiator^j  of  the  Mount  Clejiiens  Electric 
Company  and  has  since  served  as  secretary, 
trea&nrer  and  luanager.  Whatever  tends  to 
benefit  the  city,  promote  its  progress  along 
substantial  lines  and  add  to  its  commercial 
prosperity,  receives  his  endorsement  and  co- 
operation. 

In  I880  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jaeohi 
and  Mis.s  Rose  Moore,  of  Chicago,  and  they 
now  have  one  ilaughter — Helen.  Mr.  Jacobi 
was  made  a  Mason  in  1879  and  served  as 
master  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6,  A.  P. 
&  A.  M.,  in  1885-6,  lie  was  also  high  priest 
of  Moimt  Clemens  chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  in  1887, 
and  was  twice  illustrious  master  of  Blount 
Clemens  council,  R.  &  S.  M.  He  has  held  office 
in  the  Knights  of  Pj-thias  fraternity  and  has 
been  worthy  patron  of  the  Order  of  Eastern 
Star,  being  the  first  to  fill  that  position  in  the 
chapter  at  Mount  Clemens  Ite  nl'jo  belongs 
to  the  Mount   Clemens  ''In'        U'-,  imlitical 

allegiance  is  given  to  tin'    I ii     I'lrty 

and  he  served  as  city  ti I I^S6 

until  1891.  Progress  and  ii,il  1  i..l  i^-jii  rnmht 
be  termed  the  kej'note  of  his  cbaracter,  for 
they  have  been  manifest  in  all  that  he  does  in 
connection  with  the  city's  welfare,  as  well 
as  in  his  business  life.  He  earnestly  desires 
the  advancement  and  improvement  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  what  he  has  done  has  proved  of 
benefit  here.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  business 
.judgment,  of  pleasing  address  and  of  attrac- 
tive social  <iualitiefi,  and  his  position  in  the 
community,  both  commercially  and  snciaJly,  is 
;m  enviable  ime. 


OEOKGE  P.  ECKSTEIN. 

Macomb  county  has  been  favored  in  the 
class  of  citizens  who  have  held  her  public 
offices,  and  among  this  number  is  George  P. 
Eckstein,  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  is  now 
serving  as  county  sheriff.  He  was  bom  in 
Sterling  township,  January  15.  1870,  his  par- 
ents being  Lambert  and  Augusta  (Keefe) 
PJckstein,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  when  only  ten  years  of  age  and 
lii'st  lived  in  Detroit.  Jfiehigan.     In  1860  he 


pureha.sed  land  in  Hterling  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  becoming  owner  of  sixty  acres, 
which  was  covered  with  timber.  This  he 
cleared  away,  placing  the  land  under  culti- 
vation, and  he  still  makes  his  home  there, 
having  now  a  well-developed  property.  His 
wife  died  in  1892  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  In  their  family  were  the  following 
children:  William,  of  Sterling  township; 
Ricka,  the  wife  of  Julius  Zoolner,  of  Roch- 
ester, Michigan;  Martin,  who  is  turnkey  at 
the  county  jail;  Mary,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
Lena,  of  Sterling;  Michael,  who  is  living  in 
Warren  township ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Aitiil  Hecker,  of  Sterling  township;  Minnie 
and  Amelia,  at  home.  Three  children  of  this 
family  died  in  infancy. 

George  I'.  Eckstein  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  arid  for  one  year  was  a 
student  in  the  German  school.  He  was  eon- 
firmed  in  the  German  Lutheran  church  in 
1883.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 
on  the  home  farm,  where  he  early  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  that  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  assist  his  father  until  twenty  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  dealing  in  timber  and 
in  operating  a  sawmill.  He  manufactured 
hardwood  lumber,  long  oak,  ship  timber, 
bridging,  etc.,  and  continued  in  this  business 
with  excellent  success  until  the  fall  of  1904, 
when  he  sold  out,  having  been  elected  to 
public  office. 

Mr.  Eckstein  wiis  clioseii  sheriff  of  Ma- 
comb count,v  oil  the  republican  ticket,  in 
1904,  by  a  plundity  of  seventy-seven  votes, 
and  is  now  filling  that  office  in  a  fearless 
manner,  being  prompt  and  capable  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  He  was  trustee  of 
the  village  of  Warren  and  was  deputy  sher- 
iff of  the  county  in  1903-4.  Twice  he  made 
the  race  for  township  treasurer  and  polled  a 
large  vote,  although  he  did  not  put  forth 
any  great  effort  to  secure  the  office,  and, 
therefore,  did  not  overcome  the  usual  demo- 
cratic majority.  In  public  office,  however, 
he  proves  that  he  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place,  for  he  is  capable  and  prompt 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  never  fal- 
ters in  the  performance  of  any  task  which 
is  assigned  to  him  in  this  connection.  He  is 
an  indefatigable  worker  in  behalf  of  repub- 
lican principles,  having  labored  earnestly  for 
the  success  of  his  party  since  attaining  his 
majority.  Fraternally  he  is  associated  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 
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III  1900  Mr.  Eckstein  was  luarried  to  Jliss 
Rose  May,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Harmon 
May,  of  Maeomtt  county,  and  they  have  one 
son — Dayton  Norman  Eckstein.  Mr.  Eck- 
stein finds  his  chief  source  of  recreation  in 
fishing,  being  very  fond  of  the  sport,  and 
displays  considerable  skill  in  angling  for 
the  finny  tribe.  He  is  widely  known  in  Ma- 
comb county,  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  hia  warm- 
est friends  are  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
acquainted  from  his  boyhood  days  is  an  indi- 
cation that  his  life  has  been  upright  and  hon- 
orable. 


iNELSOM   M",  PRICE. 

Nelson  W.  I'riee,  who  ia  classed  with  the 
representative  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Shelby  township,  resides  on  section  7.  He 
was  born  in  Avon  township,  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  March  30,  1837,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Sailie  (Axford)  Price,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  and 
the  latter  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  Phillip  Price,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  died 
when  Nelson  5[.  Price  was  tiiiite  young.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  one  daughter  is  yet 
living,  Ellen,  who  has  been  married  twice. 
William  Price  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  came 
to  Michigan  in  1823,  easting  in  his  lot  with 
its  first  settlers.  He  ground  the  first  barrel  of 
flour  in  Oakland  county  iind  bis  niiJI.  which 
was  located  in  Avon  toivn-lii|p,  lie  ('iiiidui-i>Ml 
with  success  until  1830,  \vl)c]i  lie  |nnTh;isoil  u 
farm  across  the  road  from  tliL'  one  upon  which 
our  subject  now  resides.  He  afterward 
traded  this  farm  for  the  old  mill  again  and 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
in  Avon  township  adjoining  the  mill.  At  a 
later  date  he  again  disposed  of  hia  milling 
property  and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural 
piiranits.  In  i>olitics  he  was  a  democrat  and 
for  a  niunber  of  years  served  as  township 
supervisor,  filling  the  office  at  a  time  when  the 
supervisors  had  to  ride  on  horseback  to  do 
the  assessing  in  the  county.  He  died  in  1857, 
while  his  wife,  surviving  him  twenty  years, 
passed  away  in  1877.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters : 
Maria  became  the  wife  of  E,  J.  Oalentine, 
who  was  a  money  loaner  at  Rochester,  New 
York.  Both  are  now  deceased.  They  had 
two  cbiklreii.  Rachel.  iiow  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  is  living  at  Ktony  Creek,  'in  Oaidand 


county.  Oscar,  who  was  a  farmer  and  livetl 
at  Avon,  in  Oakland  county,  died  at  the  ago 
of  fifty-seven  years.  Axford  is  a  retired 
farmer,  living  in  Rochester,  Oakland  county, 
and  he  has  two  living  sons  and  one  deceased. 

Nekon  .M,  Price,  the  fifth  niember  of  the 
family,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Roch- 
ester and  Komeo,  and  at  Dieldnson  Institute. 
After  leaving  scliool  he  followed  farming  in 
Avon  township,  operating  the  old  homestead 
on  his  own  account.  There  he  remained  for 
aiioiit  ten  years,  after  which  he  purchased  the 
old  mill  which  he  conducted  for  eighteen 
]iioiitlis.  He  then  sold  that  property  and 
lionsilit  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
whieb  lie  still  owns.  Throughout  his  entire 
IJIV'  111'  lias  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
juid  is  still  an  active  factor  in  farm  work, 
having  to-day  a  well  developed  property 
which  ia  an  indication  of  his  life  of  thi-ift  antl 
enterprise. 

Mr.  Price  was  married  in  1869  to  Jliss 
Charlotte  0.  Cox,  a  daughter  of  Clarke  and 
Mary  (Wood)  Cox,  both  of  whom  were  repre- 
sentatives of  old  New  York  families.  Mi's. 
Price  was  boi-n  in  JIacomb  county,  Michigan, 
December  21,  1844,  and  was  educated  in  the 
district  sch<iols  of  Oakland  county.  Her 
parents  were  of  English  lineage  and  spent 
their  I'liildhood  in  the  Empire  state,  after 
whii-h  tlu'v  I'iiiiic  to  .Michigan  in  its  pioneer 
days.  They  hatl  one  son,  Byron  L..  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Oakland 
county  and  is  married  and  has  a  daughter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  have  two  children.  The 
.■joii,  Clarke  C,  born  January  24,  1870,  was 
(■{luciiti'd  in  the  district  schools  and  has  always 
I'Mpigcd  in  the  raising  of  black  game  cocks 
which  lie  sells  throughout  the  country,  lie 
has  a  very  large  patronage  and  finds  his  bus- 
inefs  profitable.  He  uses  incubators  and  gives 
most  of  his  time  to  the  work,  having  been  con- 
nected with  this  business  fifteen  years,  his 
sales  reaching  to  Mexico  and  Canada  as  well 
as  all  portions  of  the  United  States.  The 
daughter,  Clara,  is  the  wife  of  Homer  T. 
Shoup.  who  is  a  niotorman  running  between 
Rochester  and  Detroit,  and  they  live  in  the 
former  city.  Mre.  Shoup  was  bom  November 
2,  1872,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools. 

In  politics  Mr,  Price  has  always  been  a  dem- 
ocrat, while  his  son  is  a  republican.  He 
served  as  commissioner  of  highways  when 
living  in  Oakland  county.  He  became  a 
!\Iaster  Mason  when  twenty-two  years  of  age 
and  mm-  belongs  to  Rochester  lodge.  No.  5, 
A.  F.  &  A.  ^I.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  see- 
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retary  for  a  number  of  years.  There  is  now 
a.  very  flourishing  Masonic  organization  at 
Rochester.  He  la  also  identified  with  Roches- 
ter lodge,  No.  77,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Foresters.  lie  can  remem- 
lnT  when  the  country  was  all  wild  and  when 
there  were  deer,  wolve«  and  hear  in  the  timber. 
Sojiip  of  Ihe  thriving  towns  and  villages  had 
not  then  si»riiiig  into  existence  and  the  work 
of  iniprovetiieut  and  progress  lay  largely  in 
the  future,  ill'.  Price  has  borne  his  full  sdiare 
of  the  work  of  upbiiilding  and  has  long  been 
accounted  one  of  the  reliable  and  trustworthy 
farmers  of  Shelby  township. 


CIIAKLE8  LONSBV. 

Charles  Lonsby,  the  treasurer  of  the  Lonsby 
Lumber  Company,  Limited,  was  born  in  Clio, 
(lenesee  county,  Michigan,  April  27,  1862,  his 
parents  being  Joseph  and  Lucy  Ann  (Weh- 
stiT)  Lonsby,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
^'ork,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  grand- 
father was  Peter  Lonsby,  a  native  of  Canada. 
The  father  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New 
\'Qrk,  July  24,  1837,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1854.  He  engaged  in  clerking  for  Price 
Rein,  in  Oenesee  county,  and  afterward  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  five  years 
in  Alcona  coxmty,  being  thus  engaged  until 
his  arrival  in  Mount  Clemens,  in  1875.  He 
became  an  extensive  dealer  in  Inmber,  shingles, 
lath  and  cedar  posts,  in  Mount  Clemens,  hav- 
ing a  business  which  netted  him  a  good  profit. 
He  was  also  part  owner  of  the  steamboat  Ida 
Burtim  and  the  barge  S.  II.  Johnston.  He 
established  his  lumber  business  in  Blount 
Clemens  in  1875,  and  here  continued  until 
1881,  when  he  removed  south  of  the  river. 
ITe  formed  his  plans  readily,  was  determined 
in  their  execution  and  was  notably  prompt 
and  reliable  in  the  management  of  bis  business 
affairs.  He  held  membership  in  the  Masonic 
fi'aternity  and  also  in  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
he  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Ann 
Webster  and  they  were  married  in  1860. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons— Charles 
and  John,  but  the  latter  is  now  deceased, 

Charles  Lonsby  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schook  of  Ilarrisville  and  of  Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  and  early  in  life  became 
largely  familiar  with  the  lumber  business 
through  the  time  spent  in  his  father's  lumber 
yard.  After  he  had  completed  his  education 
he  was  admitted  by  his  father  to  a  partner- 
ship in  the  business,  in  1882.  under  the  firm 


name  of  Lonsby  &  Son,  and  here  he  has  since 
continued,  carefully  controlling  the  business 
and  developing  a  trade  which  has  reached  ex- 
tensive proportions.  He  enlarged  his  plant 
and  in  1901  he  organized  the  Lonsby  Lumber 
&  Coal  Company,  Limited,  of  which  he  be- 
came the  treasurer.  This  is  to-day  one  of  the 
leading  industrial  and  commercial  enterprises 
of  the  city  and  as  its  chief  promoter,  Mr. 
Lonsby  ranks  with  the  representative  business 
men  here. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1891,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Charles  Lonsby  and  Miss  Au- 
gusta Breit-Meyer,  a  daughter  of  Jolni  Breit- 
Meyer,  of  Detroit,  and  their  children  are 
Helen  Lucy  and  Catherine  Frederika.  Mr. 
Lonsby  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge. 
No.  6,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  with  which  he  has  been 
identified  since  1882,  and  he  has  also  taken 
the  chapter  degrees.  Socially  be  is  a  genial 
gentleman  of  refined  and  cultured  tastes,  find- 
ing his  congenial  friends  in  the  best  class  of 
society.  Honored  and  respected  by  all,  he 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  commercial 
and  financial  circles  in  Mount  Clemens,  not 
alone  by  reason  of  the  succe^  he  has  achieved 
but  because  of  the  honorable,  straightforward 
policy  he  has  ever  followed.  It  is  true  that  he 
entered  upon  a  business  already  established, 
but  in  controlling  and  enlarging  this  nmny  a 
man  of  less  resolute  spirit  would  have  failed. 
He,  however,  was  watchful  of  opportunities, 
recognizing  the  advantages  offered  by  the  busi- 
ness conditions  of  the  present,  and  in  his 
career  has  again  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius  but  is  the 
outcome  of  clear  judgment  and  expc'ricuce. 


CHARLES  S.   (IROESBECK. 

Chiirk's  8.  (ioesbeck,  now  deceased,  was  for 
many  years  a  well-known  business  man  of 
Macomb  county,  a  valued  citizen  and  capable 
official.  He  was  bom  in  Warren  township, 
this  coimty,  November  3,  1833,  and  passed 
away  in  Mount  Clemens,  September  1,  1900, 
when  about  sixty-six  years  of  age.  In  his 
youth  he  attended  the  common  schools  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
early  becoming  familiar  with  the  duties  and 
labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
In  his  business  career  he  prospered  and  at 
various  times  he  followed  farming,  milling 
and  the  lumber  business,  dealing  in  lumber, 
staves  and  vessel  property.  A  liberal  patron- 
age was  accorded  him  and  in  the  management 
of  his   business   affairs   he   displayed   sound 
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judgment,  uiai'ked  t;nterprise  and  keen  sa- 
gacity, so  that  his  efforts  brought  to  him  a 
good  financial  return. 

But  it  was  not  alone  in  business  circles 
that  Jlr.  Groesbeck  hecaine  prominent,  as  he 
was  recognized  as  a  leader  in  public  affairs 
and  his  views  formed  an  infliience  in  molding 
public  thought  and  opinion  in  his  native 
comity.  While  living  in  the  second  district 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, serving  from  1862  until  1864 — am  im- 
portant session,  for  the  Civil  war  was  then 
in  progress.  He  was  also  supervisor  of  War- 
ren township  at  one  time  and  in  1870  he  was 
elected  county  clerk  of  Macomb  county,  an 
oifice  which  he  filled  for  eight  years.  He 
served  as  village  councilman  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens before  the  incorporation  of  the  city  and 
was  supervisor  for  the  second  ward.  He 
lived  in  Mount  Clemens  contiruiously  after 
taking  up  his  abode  there  in  1871  until  about 
four  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Detroit,  wlicre  lie  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  but  owing  to  ill-health 
he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  lie  remained 
for  a  year,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Mount 
Clemens  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his  death. 

Mr.  Uroesbeck  was  married  in  April,  1865, 
to  Miss  Lydia  Beebe  a  daughter  of  John  L. 
and  Esther  (Davy)  Beebe,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Albany,  New  Yorlc,  and  the  latter  of 
England.  Her  fathej*  was  a  tinsmith  by 
trade,  but  after  following  that  pursuit  for 
a  number  of  years  lie  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising.  He  died  in  Warren  town- 
ship, Macomb  county,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
yeai's.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1900,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She 
came  with  her  parents  to  Michigan  when 
twelve  years  of  age,  the  family  settling  in 
Detroit.  After  her  marriage  she  removed 
with  her  husband  to  Quiney.  Illinois,  where 
they  were  living  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Groesbeek.  Later  they 
returned  to  Macomb  county.  Mrs.  Groes- 
beek is  the  eldest  in  their  family  of  eight 
children  and  the  others  still  living  are: 
Theresa,  the  wife  of  Edward  Tharett,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Lillian,  the  wife  of  Archi- 
bald Lyons,  of  Warren,  Maciinib  county;  Lor- 
enzo v.;  and  Henrietta.  Samuel  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  while  the  others  died 
in  infancy. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Groesbeek  were  bom 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  Harry  M.  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
Frank  G.  Lennebacker.  Josephine.  John 
Frank,  Henry,  Howard  aiul  HayiiK.nd.  Anna 


died  November  18,  1900,  and  the  others  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Groesbeek  led  a  veiy  busy  and  useful 
life  and  through  his  industry  he  accumulated 
a  good  property.  He  had  many  warm  friends 
whose  regard  he  richly  deserved.  He  was  up- 
right in  every  relation  of  life,  was  kind  and 
considerate  and  will  long  be  held  in  affection- 
ate remembrance.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Hunting  and  Fishing  Club  and  other  local 
organizations  and  he  also  held  membership 
in  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church.  His  widow 
and  children  yet  reside  in  Mount  Clemens 
and  have  a  wide  aequointaiiee  in  the  city. 


GEORGE  W.  BARTLETT. 

George  W.  Bartlett,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Memphis,  conducting  one 
of  the  leading  stores  of  that  enterprising  town, 
was  Ijorn  in  Pontiac,  Michigan,  December  7, 
1865.  His  parents  are  Harold  J.  and  Rose  L. 
(Keyo)  Bartlett.  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
the  Empire  state.  The  grandfather,  James 
Bartlett,  was  bom  in  England  about  1800, 
and  with  his  family  came  to  America,  settling 
in  New  York  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  the  '50's  when  he  came  to  Michigan, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Oakland,  where  his  re- 
maining days  were  passed.  Under  the  paren- 
tal roof  Harold  J.  Bartlett  was  reared  and 
with  his  parents  came  to  the  west.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid  and  with  patriotic  spirit 
joined  the  First  Michigan  Artillery,  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  four  years  and  two 
months,  seeing  much  active  service  during  that 
time.  He  participated  in  the  important  bat- 
tles of  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Stony  Creek  and  others,  and  made  a  most 
creditable  military  record,  displaying  valor 
upon  many  a  battlefield.  Following  the  close 
of  the  war  he  came  to  Memphis  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  harness  business  in  which  he  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly  and  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success  until  1882,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business  life  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  E.  A,  Bartlett,  who  still  continues 
the  business.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  enjoyed  the  high 
regard  not  only  of  his  old  comrades  who  wore 
the  blue  but  all  with  whom  he  was  associated 
in  business  or  social  life.  His  family  num- 
bered three  children. 

George  W.  Bartlett,  the  second  child,  spent 
liis  school  days  in  Jlemphis  and  after  putting 
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aside  his  text-books  learned  the  harness 
maimer's  trade  with  his  father,  which  he  eon- 
tinued  to  follow  in  his  father's  store  until  the 
latter's  death.  He  afterward  worked  for  a 
short  time  in  the  store  bnt  iu  1898  entered 
upon  an  active  mercantile  career,  purchasing 
the  hardware  store  and  stove  business  of  "Wade 
&,  Bywater,  the  store  being  located  in  the 
central  part  of  the  village.  Here  he  has  since 
Kuce  ess  fully  continued  busineaa,  carrying  a 
full  and  complete  line  of  fieneral  hardware, 
stoves  and  in  fact  everything  usually  found  in 
a  first  class  establishment  of  this  character. 
The  public  accords  him  a  liberal  patronage  by 
reason  of  his  straightforward  business  meth- 
o<is,  his  fair  prices  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons. 

In  February,  1899,  Mr.  Bartlett  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emma  Brown,  a  native  of  Rich- 
mond township  and  a  daughter  of  Cleander 
Brown,  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
that  township.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Eunice.  Mr.  Bartlett  and  his  wife  have  a 
large  circle  of  warm  friends  and  their  own 
home  is  noted  for  its  generous  and  gracious 
hospitality.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  affairs  relating  to  the  village  and  its  wel- 
fare, was  one  of  the  village  trustees  and  for 
two  years  served  as  township  treasurer.  His 
social  relations  are  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, the  Maccabees  and  the  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association. 


JAMES  MADIBOX  HATHAWAY. 

James  ftladison  Hathaway,  now  deceased, 
was  for  many  years  an  active,  practical  and 
enterprising  farmer  of  Richmond  township. 
He  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  June 
11,  1829,  a  son  of  Hiram  Hathaway.  There 
he  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
his  education  being  acquired  in  the  public 
schools  and  on  the  23d  of  April,  1854,  he  was 
united  iu  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  P.  Dunham, 
who  was  born  in  Henrietta,  Orleans  county. 
New  York,  December  9,  1834.  Her  father 
was  Daniel  D.  Dunham,  a  native  of  Batavia, 
New  York,  and  the  grandfather,  Daniel 
Dunham,  Sr.,  was  also  bom  in  that  place. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  came 
to  America  in  colonial  days.  Among  the 
ancestors  of  the  family  were  those  who 
served  the  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  In 
the  maternal  line  Mrs.  Hathaway  is  descend- 
ed from  the  Clark  family,  which  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  IS.SS 
Daniel  D.  Dunham  came  to  Jfichigan  and  set- 


tled in  the  township  of  Armada,  Macomb 
county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
devoting  his  energies  to  the  occupation  of 
farming.  His  children  were:  Jlrs.  Hath- 
away; Orson,  who  spent  his  life  in  Armada 
and  died  in  August,  1899 ;  Amanda,  who  was 
married  in  1858  to  Horace  Sutton,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  coimty,  who  died  in  June, 
1903 ;  Emeline,  deceased ;  Cordelia,  who  died 
in  1890 ;  Eunice,  who  died  in  1877 ;  and  Mar- 
tin, who  is  living  in  Linn,  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hathaway  began  their  domestic  liEe  on  a 
farm  in  Richmond  township,  Macomb  coun- 
ty. He  was  a  millwright  by  trade  and  also 
followed  carpentering  and  farming,  and  a 
great  many  houses  now  stand  as  an  evidence 
of  his  handiwork.  He  gave  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, however,  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  cultivated  and  developed  an  ex- 
cellent tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  acres 
in  Richmond  township,  making  it  a  very 
productive  and  well-improved  farm.  He 
worked  earnestly  and  persistently,  realizing 
that  diligence  and  perseverance  are  the  foun- 
dation of  all  substantial  and  desirable  suc- 
cess, and  thus  as  years  passed  he  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competence.  The  home 
was  also  blessed  by  the  presence  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Ann,  who  is  now  living  with  her 
mother  in  their  home  in  Richmond;  Addie, 
who  died  March  7,  1892;  Dorrance  E.,  a  far- 
mer of  Kipbmond  township;  and  Nellie,  who 
dk-l  Heptt'iiiber  30,  1872.  Mr.  Hathaway  de- 
partud  this  life  on  the  29th  of  January,  1901. 
For  nmny  years  he  had  been  accounted  one 
of  the  respected  citizens  of  his  community. 
He  served  as  supervisor  for  one  year  and 
for  two  terms  filled  the  office  of  postmaster 
in  Richmond  under  President  Cleveland.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  and  all  who  knew  him  respected 
him  for  his  fidelity,  his  honorable  principles 
and  his  upright  manhood. 


JOHN  "W.   IRWIN. 


John  W.  Irwin,  city  engineer  of  Jtonnt 
Clemens,  was  bom  here  December  18,  1872, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Nellie  (Devaney) 
Irwin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Canada 
although  their  ancestors  came  originally  from 
Ireland.  The  father  toot  up  his  abode  in 
Mount  Clemens  in  1872.  In  the  spring  of 
1873  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Harrison  town- 
ship and  hiis  since  carried  on  gcnerid  iigricul- 
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tiii'iil  piii'Nuits  and  stoek-raisiug  upou  a  tract 
of  liiiid  which  he  purchased  almost  a  third  of 
ii  L'l'iitui'y  ago.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  have 
hi'i'ji  born  seven  children:  Gussie,  John  "W., 
Edward,  Charles,  Ciitherine,  Georgia  and 
.riiiiies  all  li\ing  in  Macouib  county. 

■John  W  Irwm  was  educated  in  the  public 
sthiHjls  111  mg  graduated  ±iom  the  high  school 
lit  'Miiunt  (Temena  in  1892  He  afterward  en- 
tt  lid  I  III  University  of  Michigan,  completing 
I  louisL  in  the  civil  engmtering  department, 
w  ith  the  class  of  1896  He  was  employed  the 
same  year  in  railroad  construction  and  m 
l>lattinsr  and  m  1897  he  was  appointed  city 
I  ii^iiii  1 1  of  Mount  Clemens  by  A,  T.  Bonald- 
siin  who  was  then  mayor  He  has  been  ap- 
liiiiiitMl  under  each  successive  administration 
\\liitli(i  th(  chief  executi\e  of  the  city  has 
liu  1}  I  ii|iulih<an  or  democrat.  The  brick 
|iiM  11  u(  (li  till   I  it\  was  laid  during  his  first 

\'>n   Km    Hid  he  was  also  in  charge  of  the 

siwi  I  >.\vti  III  li\  Mitiii"  of  his  position  of  city 
iHi.iiuii  III  iKii  t  st<\bli-.hed  the  grades  of 
thi  (Lt\  iii.ikm-'  tluiM  iLiiitoi-m.  He  laid  out 
th(  nnh  liiiil,  SI  \M  r  in  Mount  Clemens,  de- 
siLiiiii^  plitluu  ind  looking  after  the  work. 
1  Ins  SI  \\(  1  1-,  oiii  and  a  half  miles  in  length 
.mil  w  IS  I  iiiii|>li  ti  il  at  a  cost  of  fifty  thousand 
dollais  111  Ins  political  affiliation  Mr.  Invin 
IS  1  di  iiKx  i.it  Ills  thorough  and  comprehen- 
siM  t(  niiuij.  IS  A\  (II  a-s  his  practical  experience 
\\(li  ei|iii]is  h\u\  tor  the  office  Avhich  he  is  now 
tilltiit. 

Jli  Iiwni  is  a  valued  and  popular  member 
lit  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
p]!ks  th(  Kniirhts  of  rnlmiibns  and  the  Mount 
(  Il  nil  MS  (  liih  111(1  ot  til  last  named  he  is  a 
iliiiitoi  Hi  Ills  !r.!iii<d  the  friendship  of 
niins  li\  ii.isoii  ot  his  u  nial  spirit,  kindly 
iiitun  iiid  iliLiiiiin  hii  file  opinions  of 
I. thus 
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lliHirv  -I,  IVrK.  a  f^niicf  nt  Sti 
siiip  and  the  Iri'iisun-c  <if  llic  \Va 

ISol.  ;iHd  isVsofi  of  <;,-or<>-,.  li.  ai 
(Sdmeider)  Berx.  Tlie  pai-ciits  a 
Mosse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  both  im  the  16th 
iif  October,.  1811,  were  confirmed  on  the  same 
day,  were  educated  in  the  same  school  and 
W'Vf  married  on  their  twenty-fifth  birthday, 
wliili'  on  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  they 
I'i'Icliniti'd  their  golden  wedding.  The  father 
diiHl  in  ()('tober,  1893.  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  yi'firs  and  bis  reinnins  were  interred  in 


Warren  ceuieter.v.  The  mother  survived  until 
1904,  passing  away  when  ninety-two  years  of 
age.  Ill  early  manhood  the  father  began 
teaching  and  followed  that  profession  for 
twenty-five  years  in  one  school  in  Germany, 
He  came  to  America  in  1824,  settling  at  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  where  he  remained  for  six 
months  and  then  came  to  Michigan.  Here  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  possessed  considerable  musical  talent  and 
was  an  instructor  in  piano  music  after  coming 
to  this  state.  He  also  superintended  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  developed  a  good  home 
property.  In  the  family  were  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  came  with  their  parents  to 
America.  Three  of  the  number  are  yet  living. 
Thase  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world  are  as  follows ;  Eliza,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Edward  Schuster,  of  Warren  town- 
ship, and  died  leaving  five  sons  who  survive 
her ;  George  P.,  who  has  always  followed  farm- 
ing and  lives  on  section  28,  is  married  and  had 
eight  children  of  whom  six  are  living;  Kate  is 
the  wife  of  George  Berz,  postmaster  of  one 
of  the  divisions  of  the  Chicago  postoffice.  He 
was  also  coroner  for  two  terms  in  Chicago. 
By  a  former  marriage  he  had  two  sons  and 
one  is  county  undertaker  and  all  are  promi- 
nent in  political  circles  in  that  city. 

Henry  J.  Berz,  the  youngest  member  of  his 
father's  family,  is  indebted  to  the  public 
seliools  for  the  educational  privileges  he  en- 
joyed. He  was  only  three  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  new  world  and 
he  has  always  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm, 
having  to-day  one  hundred  acres  of  rich  land 
on  section  32,  Sterling  township.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  his  place, 
erecting  a  house  and  good  barns  and  added  alt 
modern  equipments  such  as  facilitate  the  farm 
work  and  render  the  place  of  greater  value. 

He  has  also  dealt  in  real  estate,  has  owned 
considerable  property  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
now  owns  property  in  Detroit,  including  two 
dwelling  houses  which  he  rents.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  general  farming  operations  he 
has  been  a  stockholder  and  treasurer  of  the 
Warren  creamery  since  its  establishment  in 
1901. 

In  1888  Mr.  Berz  was  married  to  Jlias 
Louise  May,  a  daughter  of  Herman  and  Cath- 
arine (Metzger)  May.  Her  father  was  horn 
in  Saxony  and  her  mother  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  in  which  country  the  father 
leai-ned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  and  harness- 
maker.  He  likewise  became  an  upholsterer, 
lie  was  born  in  1811  and  his  wife  in  1833  and 
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in  1848  she  eame  to  America.  Becoming  a 
resident  of  Michigan  at  an  early  day  Mr.  May 
made  his  home  in  Detroit  and  was  a  passenger 
on  the  first  iliehigan  Central  railroad  train 
that  ran  out  of  that  city.  He  also  acted  as 
surveyor  of  the  Lake  Superior  region  of  upper 
Michigan  and  was  a  material  factor  in  the 
development  and  improvement  of  the  state. 
In  1853  he  married  Miss  Metzger  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eleven  children  of  whom 
mne  are  living:  Lena,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Bell,  a  farmer  living  in  St.  Clair, 
Michigan,  and  they  had  six  children  of  whom 
four  survive.  Dora  is  the  wife  of  George 
Erh  of  Detroit,  state  agent  for  the  ileCormick 
Harvester  Works,  and  their  only  child  is  de- 
ceased. Charles,  a  contractor  living  in  St. 
Clair,  Michigan,  had  a  family  of  live  children, 
having  lost  one.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Ernest 
Blodel,  a  carpet  salesman  of  Detroit,  and  they 
have  three  children.  Mrs.  Berz  is  the  fifth  of 
the  family.  George,  a  glazier  of  Detroit,  is 
married  and  has  two  children.  Herman,  who 
is  single,  is  a  ranch  owner  of  Montana.  The- 
odore, a  ranchinan  of  Montana,  is  married  and 
has  one  child.  Rose  is  the  wife  of  (ienrge 
Eckstein,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
the  sheriff  of  Macomb  eountv.  Thev  have  one 
child. 

tfnto  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Berz  have  been  born  four 
children :  Catharine  Elizabeth,  who  was  born 
December  29,  1889 ;  Marian  May,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1897;  Milton  Henry.  January  10. 
1902;  and  Mai^aret,  Deceiriber  4,  1904.  The 
two  elder  children  are  attending  school.  Mr. 
Berz  belongs  to  the  Grange  at  Warren  of 
which  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  republican.  They  are 
people  of  sterling  worth,  held  in  high  esteem 
and  they  enjoy  the  confidence  and  friendship 
of  many  with  whom  they  have  been  associatocf. 


i;ik;aij  j.  SAijiSBrKV. 

Edgar  J.  SHlisbury.  a  real  estate,  loan  and 
insurance  agent  at  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  man  of 
much  natural  talent,  of  strong  individuality, 
of  good  intellectual  force  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, and  in  the  varied  relations  of  life  in 
which  he  has  been  found  he  has  commanded 
the  respect  and  good  wiU  of  his  fellow  towns- 
men. He  was  born  in  Theresa,  Jefferson 
county.  New  York,  March  26,  1844,  and  comes 
of  English  ancestry,  the  family  having  been 
founded  in  America  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago.  His  parents  were  Joshua  and 
Rachel    (Carpenter)    Salislniry,    both    natives 


of  the  Emjiire  state.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  .years,  while  his  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  In  their  family 
were  four  children:  Percival,  who  died  in 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in  1898,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight  years;  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Day.  of  North  Branch,  Lapeer  eonntj'. 
Michigan ;  Edgar  J. ;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of 
William  Copeland,  also  of  North  Branch, 
Michigan. 

Edgar  J.  Salisbury,  of  tliis  review,  came  to 
Michigan  fifty-three  years  ago  when  the  state 
was  largely  wild  and  unimproved.  He  pursued 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lapeet- 
county  and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books 
he  was  employed  in  various  ways,  largely  fol- 
lowing farming  and  lumbering,  however.  Up 
to  one  quarter  of  a  centnrv  ago  his  operations 
weu  c  nfined  to  Lapeet  e(unt>  He  thn 
eame  to  Blount  Clemens  as  manager  for  th 
Singei  S  H  mg  "Michinc  Company  filling  th  t 
I  o«it]on  f r  >m  1S81  until  1887  being  en 
plowed  b^  the  company  as  district  manag  i 
nhik  a  litge  number  tf  men  ser\ed  und 
hn  I  In  th  litter  mat  he  turned  his  attei 
tie  n  to  tbi  iial  state  and  insurance  businis 
in  "\t(  nut  C I  n  eiLs  and  has  since  eontmui  1 
111  this  Ini  «  th  1  st  ntl\  growing  succ  ss 
He  «asa  |  I  nmg  off  the  Ril 

udlleiili  lit  II    handled  the  Hul 

bnid  >st  t  I         ^t       hundred  and  fitt 

1  >ts  nhith  he  s  Id  i  nd  h  has  also  gieatly  in 
]>t(^{d  nimn  othei  pieces  of  propertv  II 
is  now  conducting  a  iaige  real  estate  fire  in 
suianci  ind  Joan  business  also  makes  colli 
tions  and  has  a  good  clientagL  m  each  depart 
ment  f  his  business  He  has  conducted  man\ 
nip  rtint  i  <ilt\  tiansfers  and  through  his 
H  ts  1  111  s  !  1  Ltion  has  contributed  in  n 
I!    I  t     tin  improvement  of  the  cit^ 

M  S  I  si  un  HIS  elected  police  ludgi  in 
It^iSb  nth  d  [i  otiitic  ticket  and  on  th(.  \ 
I  ir  ition  of  hiH  first  term  of  foiu"  years  hi  wi  s 
r  lected  so  that  he  continued  to  fill  the  oftit 
until  1895  He  is  a  man  of  natuial  taknt 
capable  of  oiganizing  and  promoting  new  \en 
tures  and  whatever  he  undertakes  he  cam  s 
forward  to  success  This  same  executive  for  e 
and  busintss  discernment  have  made  him 
\alued  rej  nsentatne  of  a  number  of  fraternil 
( rgani/ations  He  belongs  to  tht  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  and  he  organized  the  local  Wood- 
men camp,  elasing  the  charter  with  seventy- 
two  members.  He  was  the  principal  officer  foi' 
two  vears.  He  was  also  district  deputy  of  thi' 
Odd'Kellows  Society  of  :\Mch!gan  for  <mQ  tonii 
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and  six  timus  has  btcu  i (.present at ivt'  from  the 
local  lodge  to  the  grand  lodge.  In  Mount 
Clemens  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Jlncealiecs  I  nt  m  I'^Sd  closing  the  charter 
with  t»ent\  two  iticiiilxis.  lie  acted  as  com- 
miUHlei'  for  tin'  tcjit  for  eijrht  years,  was  repre- 
wiitiitivi'  ill  the  finiJid  eamp  for  eight  years 
and  M'as  one  of  a  coiniiiittee  of  three  to  try  a 
ease  against  Valley  City  Tent  No.  496,  in  1905. 
After  hearing  the  evidence  in  the  case  and 
the  arguments  pro  and  con,  Mr.  Salisbury 
made  a  minority  report,  which  was  adopted  by 
the  grand  cainp  of  the  Modera  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  new  business  and  recommended  to  the 
grand  camp  the  admission  of  ladies  to  an  aiix- 
iliarj'  organization.  This  measure  was  adopted 
nnanimonsly. 

air.  Salisbury  was  married,  October  9,  1873, 
to  Miss  Louise  llosner,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Hosuer,  of  Komeo,  Michigan.  They  have  one 
child,  Frances,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
R.  Withe,  of  Port  ITnron,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  government  mail  service.  Few  men  are 
more  prominent  or  widely  known  in  the  enter- 
prising city  of  Jlount  Clemens  than  Mr.  Salis- 
bury, lie  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
hn.'iness  circles  and  his  popularity  is  well  de- 
served, as  in  him  are  embraced  the  character- 
istics of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabating 
energy  and  industry  that  never  flags.  He  is 
public  spirited  and  thoroughly  interested  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral,  intellec- 
tual and  material' welfare  of  Monnt  Clemens. 


FliANK    W.    PRKPSSKIj. 

Frank  W.  Preussel,  wlio  is  miiiioL-ted  with 
biLsiriess  interests  in  Moiuit  Cieuiens  as  a  man- 
ufacturer of  acetylene  gas  generatoi's  and  a 
shipper  of  Panacea  water,  was  Imni  in  t'hes- 
terfield  township,  Maeomb  coinitv.  August.  8. 
1869,  a  son  of  .hune-i  ;iihI  Sophia  (Trost) 
Preussel,  who  were  imtives  of  (k'rmany  and 
became  early  resideiit-i  of  Ihis  county.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve 
year.s.  when  he  iM'came  a  student  in  the  (ler- 
man  Lutheran  sehoi.l  ;it  New  Baltimore,  and 
while  there  was  ennliniied.  He  also  attended 
the  high  sehool  at  New  liilltiiiinre  and  wa.s 
graduated  with  Ibe  clat-:s  of  18Sli.  The  follow- 
ing year  was  spent  in  Detroit  Business 
ColK'ge,  of  which  he  is  a  graduate  of  the  class 
of  1887  and  he  entered  business  life  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Wavne  coitiitv  poorhouse  under 
.lames    (iillis|.ie,    |)iKirniaslev.      After    filling 


that  i>o3ition  for  two  years  he  resigned  in 
December,  1888,  and  became  bookkeeper  for 
Robert  Posner  in  a  hardware  business  in 
Mount  Clemens.  A  few  months  later  he  be- 
gan business  for  himself  in  partnership  with 
M.  HI.  Smith,  opening  a  hardware  store  on 
Front  street  in  a  building  erected  by  Captain 
William  DuLac.  They  conducted  the  store 
under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Preussel. 
the  junior  member  remaining  in  the  firm  until 
after  his  election  to  the  office  of  register  of 
deeds.  lie  then  sold  his  hardware  business 
to  (j  lover  &  Ferrin  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  aeetylene  gas  generators,  in  which 
hiistiii'--.  Ill'  i-.  si  ill  i)p|i>i'rsli'd.  lie  also  origin- 
ated ili.  Iiii-iii  ■  -  i'liiMiNrli'il  iiiuler  the  name  of 
the  l',i;i,h'v.,  >|ii'iim-.  :]t  llie  eorner  of  Crocker 
avenue  aiul  Seeond  street,  utilizing  the  medic- 
inal waters  there.  His  place  was  opened  June 
4,  1903,  Mr.  Preussel  erecting  a  building  for 
the  benefit  of  patrons.  This  is  a  large  spacious 
hall,  surrounded  by  broad  porches  and  the 
stranger  visiting  Mount  Clemens  can  here  stay 
and  drink  the  curing  waters,  accommodations 
being  sufficient  for  five  hundred  people.  There 
is  a  park  in  the  rear  of  the  place  with  a  show 
tent  and  other  attractions.  The  water  is  pure 
drinking  mineral  water  with  health  restoring 
ingredients  and  its  use  is  recommended  by  all 
physicians.  An  important  branch  of  the  busi- 
nes-s  is  the  shipping  of  the  water,  thousands 
of  gallons  being  shipped  annually  to  New  . 
^oiK  citv  and  all  ppits  of  the  United  States. 
In  f  iLt  this  IS  one  of  the  leading  waters  sold 
on  the  market  and  it  is  all  that  its  name — 
I'  inacea — implies 

Ml  Preussel  figuies  pioniiiiently  in  poHti- 
<.  1  tiicles  m  Mount  Cleiium  While  engaged 
ill  the  hardware  business  in  1894  he  was 
elected  alderman  of  the  third  ward,  the  first 
republican  candidate  ever  chosen  from  that 
waiil.  He  continued  a  member  of  the  council 
until  elected  register  of  deeds  on  the  repuhJi- 
can  ticket  in  1895  by  a  majority  of  ten  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight,  when  the  usual  demo- 
cratic majority  of  the  county  is  about  one 
thousand.  He  was  re-elected  in  1895  by  a 
majority  of  nearly  one  thousand  votes  and  his 
flattering  majorities  are  certainly  indicative 
of  a  perstmal  popularit.v  and  also  show  the 
trust  ;ni(l  c(mfidence  reposed  in  hini  b.v  his 
fellow  townsmen.  Mr.  Preussel  is  an  earnest 
worker  in  republican  ranks  and  his  effort*i 
have  been  effective  and  far-reaching.  Frater- 
nally he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  with  the  Loyal  Guards. 

Mr.  Preussel  was  married  October  9,  1895, 
to  ilis!s  Mary  Mcintosh,  a  daughter  of  William 
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and  Mary  (Douglass)  Mclntosli,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland  and  in 
1855  became  residents  of  Canada,  whence  they 
removed  to  New  York  city  in  1866.  In  1869 
they  located  at  Niagara  Falls  and  afterward 
went  to  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  and  later 
settled  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  their  re- 
maining days  were  passed,  Mr.  Mcintosh  de- 
parting this  life  in  1888  and  his  wife  in  1900. 
He  was  a  mechanic  by  trade.  In  their  familj 
were  seven  children,  those  living  being:  Annie, 
the  wife  of  Lawrence  (1.  Cross,  of  the  firm  of 
Cross  Brothers,  of  Detroit;  Henry,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Christie,  paying  teller  in  the  Commercial  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Detroit;  William  D.,  who  is 
compositor  in  the  Journal  office,  in  Detroit: 
and  Mrs.  Mary  Prenssel.  Those  deceased  are : 
John,  Charles  and  Peter  Mcintosh. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prenssel  have  a  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
he  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  citizens 
here  wheie  ioi  many  years  he  has  been  en- 
gaged m  business.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  m  the  maintenance  of  the  commercial 
activity  of  the  city  and  in  furthering  the  in- 
teiests  of  I epublicanisni,  and  success  in  com- 
mercial attairs  has  come  to  him  as  a  legitimate 
result  of  well  applied  energy,  uiitiagginir  de- 
termination and  persistent  purpose. 


JA.MES  X.  EWELL- 


James  N.  Ewell,  who  follows  fanniii!:  in 
Shelby  township,  was  horn  November  20, 
1832,  in  this  township,  his  parents  being 
Philander  and  Lydia  A.  (Wells)  Ewell.  Of 
their  family  five  are  yet  living,  the  daugh- 
ters being  Mrs.  Malvina  Bronson,  who  lives 
in  Stony  Creek,  Oakland  county,  Michigan, 
and  has  five  children;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ward, 
a  widow,  whose  husband  was  a  farmer  of 
Ionia  county  and  who  had  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  but  the  latter  is  deceased ;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Krolick,  who  is  a  widow,  living  in 
Detroit,  and  has  five  children;  and  Mrs, 
Viola  Cruttenden,  who  is  a  widow,  living 
in  Seattle,  Washington,  and  has  two  sons, 
while  her  daughter  is  deceased. 

James  N.  Ewell  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  1855,  when  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  on  the  tract  of  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  operates.  Here 
he  has  resided  continuously,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  brief  period  of  five  years  spent 
in  Utiea  and  Eochester.     He  owns  in   the 


home  plaee  one  hundred  and  ninety-five 
acres,  and  he  has  elsewhere  eighty-four 
acres,  so  that  his  landed  possessions  now- 
aggregate  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
which  is  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  AH 
is  well  improved  and  the  splendid  condi- 
tion of  the  farm  is  largely  attributable  to 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ewell,  who  is  practical 
and  progressive  in  all  his  work. 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1855,  Mr.  Ewell  was 
married  to  Miss  Elsie  A.  Cannon,  who  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  and  is 
of  Scotch  descent.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  this  marriage :  Lydia  M.,  born  July 
27,  1856,  died  October  7,  1873.  Herbert  P., 
born  June  23, 1862,  was  educated  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  pur- 
sued a  course  in  chemistry  and  medicine. 
He  was  a  practicing  physician  at  Rochester 
until  1905.  He  is  now  interested  in  a  new 
process  gold-separating  machine,  his  own  in- 
vention, which  is  pronounced  a  great  suc- 
cess. He  married  and  has  one  son,  J.  Jlac. 
Ada  M.,  born  August  31,  1865,  is  at  home. 
George  N.,  born  September  26,  1871,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  a  daughter,  ELsie  A.  Cannon. 
Fraiikie,  born  August  9,  1876,  died  on  the 
9th  of  December  of  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Ewell  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations  and  has  served  as  road  commis- 
sioner. He  is  a  Universalist  in  religious 
faith,  and  to  the  same  church  his  wife  be- 
longed. She  died,  however,  March  3,  1894, 
iiiid  her  loss  was  deeply  regretted  by  many 
friends,  for  she  possessed  excellent  traits  of 
heart  and  mind.  Mr.  Ewell  has  led  an  active 
and  i'(ic]'i>-etic  life  and  has  done  his  full 
share  for  tli<>  improvement  and  upbiiilding 
of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the  two  men 
who  built  the  brick  schoolhouse  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  has  watched  the  county  develop 
from  a  wilderness  and  has  had  many  expe- 
riences which  are  unknown  to  the  young  men 
of  to-day.  He  helped  to  clear  the  land  on 
his  father's  farm  and  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  placing  the  fields  under  cultivation. 
Now  he  has  a  valuable  home  property  and 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits  is  meeting  with 
well-merited  s 


JOHN  M.  Sl'ALLEE. 


John  M.  Spaller,  who  follows  farming  on 
section  17,  Chesterfield  township,  was  bom, 
November  7,  1881,  in  Ifacomb  county,  his 
parents  being  Fred  and  Mary  (Matthews) 
ftpaller.     The   father   was   born   in   Prussia, 
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<;(.n-jiiH(i,v,  Ocrtolii'i'  :{1,  IM-i.  and  there  fol- 
lowed I'aniiiiii;'.  WJieii  of  iijie  lie  was  drajlted 
into  the  aniiy  aw  a  iiienilief  of  the  First  King's 
(iiviiiidiet'  KeKiiiiedt,  and  was  in  active  service 
ill  the  Franco-] 'riiMsijui  war,  Pi'incc  Frederick 
Carl  heiiifr  commander-in-chief.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Uravelotte  and  the  siege 
of  lletz,  where  he  was  in  the  trcnehcs  for 
eighty  days.  He  was  also  at  Caiupenzer  and 
in  the  hittiT  i>art  of  the  war  was  in  the  divis- 
ion under  command  of  Crown  Prince  Fred- 
erick. He  fon^iil  in  the  battles  of  iJelav 
and  i'onllicr  on  tlie  Swit/^i^rland  Ixnuidary, 
driving  the  Firiich  iu-iny  into  the  monntiiiu.s 
where  they  weiv  ki'pt  initil  tlie  eh)se  of  the 
war.  After  five  veac.-;'  iiiiliT;ii-y  service  Mr. 
SpaUer  was  diseliarycd  and  not  lon^  after- 
ward caute  to  tlie  rniteil  States,  settling  in 
1«72  in  Deti'oit,  Michigan,  where  he  worked  as 
a  eai-penter  in  the  eentra!  car  shops  until  1888. 
when  he  pni'chased  the  Cndworth  farm  on  the 
(iratiot  road  in  Clie,stertiet<l  township.  There 
he  at  once  began  making'  iiii|niivenients.  for 
the  farm  was  in  poor  condition,  hut  after 
nineh  hard  work  he  wrought  a  uphnidid  trans- 
formation, lie  has  built  V)aruM  and  fcnccH. 
has  done  nineh  tiling  and  moved  the  house 
front  the  south  farm  to  its  present  location, 
and  to-day  his  property  is  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance and  gives  evidence  of  his  careful 
supervision. 

Frederick  Spaller  was  married  in  Detroit, 
in  1873,  to  Miss  Riga  Kosc,  a  daughter  of 
John  Rose,  of  Butfalo,  and  they  have  one  son. 
William,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Chicago, 
being  a  iiiachini.st  witli  the  Chicago  &  \<irtli- 
western  Bailroad  Company.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  187.')  iuid  Mt'.  Spalicf  was  niar- 
I'ied  in  1877  to  Miss  Mnvv  Mattlicu-s.  a  dangli- 
ter  of  Christ  and  Julia  Matthews,  of  Moinit 
Clemens.  By  this  maiTiiigi'  Iheiv  were  four 
children,  hut  John  M.,  the  third,  is  tin-  onlv 
one  living.  Panl  ami  Hugo  died  in  Deli'oii. 
in  infancy,  and  Mabel  died  on  the  hmnc  farm, 
at  the  age  of  nine  years. 

John  M.  Spaller  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  luitil  twelve  years  e)f  age.  after  which 
he  spent  two  yeais  as  a  student  in  the  Cerinan 
Lutheran  school  and  later  two  yeai-s  in  the 
Jliles  Business  College  at  Detniit.  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1899.  He  then  re- 
tuHK'd  home  and  began  farming  with  his 
father  and  to  this  work  has  since  devoted  his 
energies.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Fenerhack. 
a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Johanna  Fenerhack  of 
Kt.  Clair  county.  Michigan,  who  were  natives 
of  Oermanv  and  came  to  the  T'nited  States 
in  1882.  at  which  time  tluy  pnreliascd  a  farm 


on  Church  road  in  Ht.  Clair  county.  Mrs. 
Spaller  is  their  fourth  child  and  the  only  one 
living  in  a  family  of  ten.  Her  father  dieil 
in  (Jctober,  1887,  and  her  mother  removed  to 
-Maeomb  county  in  1902,  she  and  her  brother 
now  living  on  a  farm  in  Chesterfield  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaller  are  a  well  known  young 
eonple  who  enjov  the  esteerii  and  good  will  of 
Tininv  friends. 


CIIARLEW  C.  BRADLEY. 

CliailcK  C.  Bradley  is  a  representative  of 
imc  of  the  ohl  families  of  New  England,  the 
original  Amei'ican  ancestors  of  Captain  Brad- 
ley having  come  from  England  in  1634,  set- 
tling ill  Connecticut.  Representatives  of  the 
name  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Ethan 
Allen  Bradley,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
became  a  resident  of  Vermont.  Collins  Brad- 
ley, the  father,  was  born  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  and  came  to  Michigan  in  184(1. 
settling  in  Detroit.  He  was  at  one  time  sec- 
retary for  William  H.  Seward  and  at  an  early 
day  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  P.  Ha.yden  &  Company.  He  afterward 
sold  imt  and  removeel  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  be  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  sad- 
dlery business.  He  married  Juliet  E.  White, 
wbo  was  educated  in  Auburn,  New  York. 
His  deatb  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eiglit.v-three  years. 

diaries  C.  Bradley  was  born  in  Detroit,  No- 
vember '21.  1840,  and  pursued  his  education  in 
the  jiublie  and  high  seliools  of  Romeo,  Michi- 
gan, and  was  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
ill  the  vicinity  of  Hoinco  for  six  years.  He 
tlK'ii  went  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  where  be 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  but  in 
1870  returned  to  Koineo,  where  he  continued 
in  the  same  line  of  business  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  H.  W.  Bradley  &  Brother,  this  rela- 
tion being  maintained  until  the  fall  of  190^. 
Mr.  Bra<lley  was  elected  on  the  republican 
ticket  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  with  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  that 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  the  position  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  general  pub- 
lic is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  re- 
elected with  a  majority  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had 
become  an  active  factor  in  local  political 
circles,  having  filled  various  positions  in 
Romeo,  where  he  was  president  of  the  villagi' 
for  seven  terms,  a  member  of  the  council  for 
two  terms,  clerk  of  tbe  village  for  two  terms. 
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president  ol  the  board  of  education  for  nine- 
teen years  and  treasurer  for  both  the  village 
and  township. 

In  Augruat,  1870,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  Mr. 
Bradley  waa  married  to  &Ii^  Sarah  A.  Thomp- 
son, a  daughter  of  "William  Thompson,  of 
Toletlo,  Ohio.  She  was  bom  in  England  and 
by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Sadie,  the  wife  of  Bernard 
L.  Chubb,  of  Romeo;  Frank,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  turriher  business,  in  Bentley,  Michigan: 
and  Charles  C,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Bradley  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity,  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  the  Koyal  Arcanum  and  the 
Maccabei's.  lie  is  a  i-e]>resentative  of  our 
best  type  of  Aiiicriciiii  manhood  and  chivalry. 
By  perseverance,  determination  and  honorable 
effort  he  has  overthrown  the  obstacles  which 
barred  his  ]>ath  to  success  and  reached  the 
goal  of  i)rosperity,  while  his  genuine  worth, 
broad  mind  add  pnbMc  spirit  have  made  liiii] 
H  (iiri'ctor  of  public  thought  and  aetiim. 


AMOS  <(.  (.'UlSKMAX. 

Aiiioji^-  the  retii-cd  i'aruiei's  wjio  are  pleas- 
antly located  in  eomfortrtljic  homes  in  lUmieo 
is  Amos  0.  Crissman,  wht)  since  1830  has  lived 
in  Macomb  county.  He  is  to-day  one  of  its 
most  venerable  citizens,  having  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-seven  years,  and  now  in  the 
evening  of  life  he  can  look  back  over  the  past 
without  regret,  for  his  career  has  been  charac- 
terized by  activity  in  business  and  honor  in 
all  his  irlatioris  uitli  his  n'llownn-ii.  lie  was 
born  in  W;HTen  <-"iM]tv.  New  -li'i-scv,  October 
8,  1818,  a  soTi  of  Benjamin  am)  Mary  Crissman 
and  a  brother  of  M.  II.  Crissman,  whose  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  family 
came  to  Michigan  in  1830  and  the  father 
piirchased  hind  to  which  he  afterward  added 
from  time  to  time  until  his  possessions  aggre- 
gated six  liundii'd  nud  forty  acres.  He  made 
a  good  fanii  and  continued  to  reside  thereon 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1861,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1855. 

Amos  0.  Crissman  was  about  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  All  around 
was  an  unbroken  wildernras,  few  settlements 
having  been  made  within  the  borders  of  this 
county,  while  the  cities  which  are  now  pros- 
perous and  enterprising  were  then  mere  ham- 
lets or  had  not  yet  sprung  into  existence, 
Amos  0.  Crissman  assisted  in  the  work  of  the 
home  farm,  where  he  lived  until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  annually  taking  part  in  the  labor 


necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  fields. 
He  then  left  home  and  was  married  in  1846 
to  Miss  Abigail  Pittinger,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  in  which  state  she  was  reared.  The 
following  spring  Mr.  Crissnian  located  on  his 
own  farm,  which  at  that  time  comprised 
eighty-seven  acres.  The  little  home  was  a  log 
cabin,  but  afterward  he  built  a  good  frame 
residence  and  for  eighteen  years  he  continued 
to  improve  and  develop  that  place.  He  made 
a  specialty  of  the  raising  of  wheat  and  annu- 
ally harvested  excellent  crtips,  the  helds  yield- 
ing from  thirty  to  forty  bushels  per  acre. 
Later  he  traded  that  place  for  a  larger  farm 
of  one  hundi'ed  and  twi'uty  acres  which  was 
well  improve<l,  Tliis  was  als()  excellent  wheat 
land  and  he  continual  as  an  active  farmer 
until  1863,  when  In.'  sold  his  place  and  re- 
moved to  the  town.  Here  he  began  buying, 
improving  and  dealing  in  town  property  and 
also  loaning  money,  lie  owns  a  good  business 
house  on  .Main  stivet  and  has  otjiei'  propcrtv 
in  llo^.teo.  !(,.  <.>iMm,'nn.d  life  at  tiir  bottom 
t-onnd  of  Ilk-  UuUUt  IiuI  lias  ^t.-.u\\\v  i-limbed 
u|)u-ar(l  and  bis  rruiraiity,  (libireTice  and  per- 
sistency of  piirpcjse  have  beeji  the  salient 
features  in  his  succe^.  He  has  thus  accumu- 
lated a  very  comfortable  competence  and  is 
classed  with  the  substantial  residents  of 
Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Crissman  lost  his  wife,  November  21, 
1900.  He  has  two  daughters — Mary  Frances. 
the  wife  of  Fred  A.  Foster,  of  Uladwin,  Mich- 
igan: and  Addie  L.,  the  wife  of  Allen  C. 
Whitman  of  Romeo.  There  are  few  men  to- 
day who  can  claim  to  have  given  allegiance 
to  William  Henry  Harrison,  when  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1840  he  headed  the  whig  ticket  and 
the  rail,ying  cry  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too" 
was  heard  throughout  the  land.  Mr.  Criss- 
man, however,  voted  for  the  hero  of  Tippe- 
canoe and  continued  a  supporter  of  whig  can- 
didates and  principles  until  the  organization 
of  the  new  republican  party.  He  then 
espoused  its  cause  and  supported  John  C. 
Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
allegiance  to  the  candidate  of  the  party  at 
the  head  of  the  ticket.  He  believes  in  good 
schools  and  competent  teachers  and  while  serv- 
ing on  the  school  hoard  has  lahored  effectively 
for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  education 
here.  Political  honors,  however,  have  had  no 
attraction  for  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  during  his  life  in  Macomb 
county,  covering  three-cpiarters  of  a  century, 
his  career  has  heen  in  harmony  with  his  prin- 
ciples and  religious  faith.  In  business  his 
prosperity  has  been  secured  through  lionora- 
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ble  eft'oi't  iiiid  iipuii  this  foundation  he  has 
butlded  his  success.  He  ia  now  eighty-seven 
years  of  age  and  is  still  a  well  preserved  man. 
He  lias  been  on  the  side  of  progress  and  im- 
proveiiiejit  and  while  he  has  prospered  he  has 
grained  vdiat  is  more  desiraitle  than  siiccesK — 
iin  nntaniished  iiiiiite. 


ISKLA    K.    DAVIK. 


Bela  H.  Davis,  one  of  the  substantial  fann- 
ers of  Hay  township,  who  owns  and  operates 
ninety-two  aeres  of  well  inipi'oved  land,  was 
liorn'in  Cenesee  eoinitv,  \e\\-  Vorl^.  July  24, 
1S29.     His  fallier.  the  ijev.  -loiiathnn  E.  Davis. 
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born  Kehrnary  1.  1788.  antl  his  father  was 
Bela  Davis  and  his  grandfather,  Eleaser 
Davis,  both  natives  of  JIassaehiisetts.  The 
Davis  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  was 
established  in  .Ma •■■sa eh n setts  at  an  early  period 
in  the  eolonizatioH  of  the  n<.w  world,  Bela 
Davis  removed  from  tlie  Hav  .stale  to  Veriiiont, 
where  the  Rev.  -loiiathaii  K.  Davis  was  reari^l, 
and  later  he  went  to  the  Eiiiiiire  state.  The 
latter  was  a  self-<>aiK-ated  and  self-made  iiuni 
but  m 
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well  as  a  substtUilial  eoTiipeleiiee  thronirh  his 
activity  iii  business,  lie  beeauie  a  pioneer 
teaeher  of  .Maeomb  eoinily  i,n<\  was  also  a 
minister  of  the  .Methodist  Episeopal  ehnreh. 
He  was  nianied  in  New  Vork  to  Miss  ICannah 
Curtis,  the  wedding  being  eelelirated  in  Jlid- 
dleburg,  that  state.  Having  lost  his  first  wife 
he  was  married  ..Inue  29.  182S,  to  Sarah  Davis, 
a  native  of  Covington,  New  V(n-k.  and  a  widow 
of  Marshall  Davis,  a  l)rother  of  llev.  Jonathan 
E.  Davis.     Her  father  was  Stephen  Heath. 

Jonatlian  Davis  also  followed  fanning  in 
New  York  and  all  his  ehiklren  of  the  first  mar- 
riage were  born  there.  Beta  R.,  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  of  the  second  marriage.  In 
1843  Jonathan  B,  Davis  removed  to  Macond) 
county,  Jliehigan.  locating  on  section  32,  liay 
townsbi[),  where  he  eiitej'ed  eighty  acres  of 
land,  euljrely  wild  auil  unimproved.  He  cut 
the  first  slick  (tf  timber  mi  that  place  and 
cleared  and  ciiltivaled  his  land,  transforming 
it  into  a  good  farm  with  the  aid  of  his  sons. 
lie  was  also  the  founder  of  the  village,  and  to 
this  place  gave  the  name  of  Brooklyn,  but 
later  the  name  was  changed  to  Davis  in  his 
honor.  As  time  passed  he  became  the  owner 
of  more  land,  becoming  the  owner  of  one 
huTidred  and  fort.y  acres  an  which  he  placed 
!!'ond  buildings,     lie  ereeted  a  frame  house  in 


1843,  this  being  the  second  frame  building  in 
the  township  of  Ray,  While  carrying  on  his 
farm  interests  he  also  continued  his  work  in 
the  ministry,  being  a  pioueer  preacher  of  the 
Methodist  chureh  here  and  the  main  factor 
in  eii'Cting  the  first  church  in  Davis,  in  the 
year  1846.  lie  preached  his  last  sermon  when 
ninety  years  of  age,  at  the  Davis  Jlethodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  all  of  his  children 
were  present  on  that  occasion.  He  exerted 
a  wide  influence  in  the  moral  development  of 
the  eomnuuiitv  and  his  memon-  will  i-emain  as 
a  blessed  henedietion  to  all  who  knew  him. 
Tlie  world  is  certainly  better  for  his  having 
livi'd  and  Macomb  county  was  particularly 
l)les-ed  by  his  cft'orts  and  assistance.  lie  di<'d 
December  24,  1882,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ueaily  ninety-five  years.  He  served  here  as 
jnstiee  of  the  peace  loi'  twenty  years  and  his 
decisions  were  always  strictly  fair  and  impai'- 
tia!.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Davis 
Jlasonic  lodge,  served  as  master  fur  a  numlier 
of  years  aiid  was  its  first  secretary.  His 
name  is  now  inscribed  high  on  the  roll  of 
pioneer  ivsidents.  llrs  second  wife  died  Sep- 
tembei'  2<l,  1863. 

Bela  11.  Davis  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Jlacondi 
county,  lie  was  reared  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  here  and  ae<|uired  his  education 
in  the  district  school  which  he  attended 
through  the  winter  months,  while  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons  he  assisted  in  reclaiming  the  wild 
land  foi'  agricultural  purposes  and  in  carry- 
ing on  the  worlc  of  the  farm  imtil  it  became  a 
very  prodnctive  property.  He  remained  with 
his  father  mitil  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
in  1852  he  made  a  trip  to  California,  travelins! 
by  way  of  the  Panama  route.  There  he  went 
into  the  mines,  searching  for  gold  for  three 
years,  and  met  with  the  varied  experiences 
incident  to  ininiiig  at  Ihat  day.  He  was  sojne- 
times  very  .successful  and  again  met  with  fail- 
ure but  altogether  he  brought  with  him  from 
Ihi'  mines  a  fair  share  of  the  precious  metal. 
He  returned  to  his  home  by  way  of  the  same 
route  in  1856,  and  upon  reaching  Macondi 
comity  he  took  charge  of  the  old  home  fariLi. 
Later  he  divided  a  portion  of  this  into  town 
lots  which  he  sold,  the  district  becoming  an- 
nexed to  Davis.  For  years  he  followed  farm- 
ing here  and  his  enterprising  and  progressive 
methods  were  resultant  factors  in  winning 
his  prosperity. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr.  Davis  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  Gass,  who  was  born  in 
JiTaeomb  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Duncan 
(lass,  one  of  the  pioneers  who  came  from  the 
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Kiiipire  stati.:  They  b<;gan  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  home  farm  wliere  they  lived  until 
1871,  when  Mr.  DaviK  rented  his  land  and  re- 
moved to  Evart.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters 
and  organizers  of  that  village.  He  cleared 
a  tract  of  land  there  on  which  he  built  a  good 
hotel,  conducting  it  for  a  year.  The  following 
year,  however,  he  returned  to  his  home  and 
family  and  onee  inore  took  charge  of  the 
fa  riri. 

Five  children  were  born  unto  Ulr.  and  MrK. 
Davis :  Milo  "W.  Davis,  who  is  cashier  of  the 
Citizens  Banii  of  Mount  Clemens;  Fred  G., 
who  is  a  merchant  at  Washington,  this  county ; 
Ilattie  E..  the  wife  of  Ward  M.  Davis,  who  has 
charge  of  her  father's  farm;  Bela  S.  and  Ella 
B..  both  deceased. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Davis  has  been  a 
republican  since  the  oi^nization  of  the  party, 
easting  his  vote  for  each  presidential  nominee 
since  John  C.  Fremont  was  the  standard 
beai'er  of  the  i>arty  in  1856.  He  was  elected 
and  .served  ji.s  justice  of  the  peace  for  five 
consecutive  terms,  or  twenty  years,  and  made 
a  splendid  reeoi'd  in  that  office.  He  not  only 
tried  many  case*  in  which  his  decisions  were 
fair  and  impartial  but  he  also  married  many 
couples.  He  was  census  enumerator  for  the 
town  of  Ray  in  1880  and  he  also  served  on  the 
lioiu'd  of  review.  He  was  only  twenty-one 
year's  of  age  when  he  was  elected  constable 
and  he  filled  that  position  for  six  consecutive 
years.  He  was  also  the  first  postmaster  at 
l>avis,  being  instrumental  in  acquiring  the 
establishment  of  the  office  at  this  point.  Ho 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and  state  con- 
ventions and  his  political  record,  like  his 
[irivate  life,  is  above  reproach.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  which  he  has  long  served, 
as  an  official  acting  as  steward  and  classleader. 
lie  joined  the  church  in  1865  and  has  since 
been  most  true  and  loyal  to  its  teachings. 
On  the  5th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Union  army  at  Pontiac,  Michi- 
gan, joining  Company  B,  of  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
drum  major  and  thus  served  until  discharged 
from  disability  at  Ijexington,  Kentucky,  in 
December,  1863.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Grange.  His  name  is  enrolled  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county  who  have 
contributed  in  large  and  substantial  measure 
to  its  upbuilding  and  progress.  He  is  one  of 
the  few  remaining  settlers  who  have  witnessed 
its  development  through  more  than  a  half 
century.  His  life  record  will  bear  closest  in- 
vestigation and  scrutiny  and  is  worthy  of  emu- 


lation because  it  has  ever  been  characterized 
by  unfaltering  allegiance  to  high,  manly  prin- 
ciples. 


OTIS  W.  (WTTOxV. 


Otis  W,.  Cotton,  who  is  one  tif  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Macomb  county,  and  well  deserves 
mention  in  this  volume,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, in  October,  1806,  and  was  descended 
from  John  Cotton,  a  I'liritan  minister,  who 
was  born  at  Derby,  England,  December  4, 
1585,  and  emigrated  to  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1633,  becoming  one  of  the  first 
preachers  of  the  Massachusetts  colony.  With 
his  parents  Otis  W.  Cotton  removed  to  Ni- 
agara county,  New  York,  in  1808.  His  mother 
died  soon  afterward  and  in  1818  he  went 
with  his  father  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
where  the  latter 's  death  occurred,  after 
which  Otis  W.  Cotton  returned  to  the  rela- 
tives in  New  fork.  In  1828,  accompanied 
by  his  brother,  A.  L.  Cotton,  he  removed 
to  Novi,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  whero 
they  arranged  to  cut  timber  for  a  settler, 
preparatory  to  clearing  tlie  land,  and  were 
thus  engaged  until  the  succeeding  fall,  when 
Mr.  Cotton  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New 
York. 

The  .year  1831  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Macomb  county,  and  being  an  expert  with 
the  ax,  he  again  engaged  in  cutting  timber. 
In  1832  he  contracted  with  E.  S.  Sibley, 
agent  for  the  United  States  government,  to 
clear,  grade  and  eoriiplcie  tin'  eli-voiith  one- 
half  mile  of  the  Knct  <;ratiol  liicnpik.'  north 
of  Mount  Clemon.s.  In  lS;iL>,  or  lli,' ™Hv  part 
of  1833,  he  pureluised  the  southwest' frac- 
tional quarter  of  .section  20,  Chesterfield 
township,  containing  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight acres  of  land,  and  soon  afterward 
he  started  with  a  siN'vcying  part.y  for  Wis- 
consin, passing  through  Chicago.  It  was 
the  only  trading  post  in  which  provisions 
could  be  had  and  the  supply  was  so  limited 
at  that  point  that  the  trader  coidd  not  fur- 
nish enough  to  last  eight  men  on  a  five  days' 
journey  to  Wisconsin.  So  n]uch  trouble  was 
occasioned  by  the  Indians  that  Mr.  Cotton 
returned  to  Michigan,  believing  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  work  of  developing  a  new  farm 
in  Macomb  county  rather  than  facing  (he 
dangers  and  difficulties  with  the  surveying 
party. 

In  August,  1833,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Cotton  and  Miss  Martha  Fairchild,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  Fairchild. 
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Ilei'  fatliei-  «-as  di'seended  in  the  maternal 
tine  froiii  Beniauiiri  Howell,  who  emigrated 
from  Wales  iji  the  year  1650.  It  was  in 
1799  that  Jonathan  Fairehild  was  married. 
The  year  following  he  and  his  wife  removed 
to  what  was  then  called  the  Oenesee  coun- 
try, in  the  state  of  New  York.  Their  joiir- 
ney  was  a  formidable,  one  and  was  made 
with  oxen,  Mr.  Fairehild  died  in  1813,  leav- 
ing his  wife  with  the  care  of  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  afje.  In  the 
year  18;J'2  Mrs.  Fairehild  came  from  the  state 
of  \ew  York  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
accompanied  by  her  son  Stephen.  Her  son 
John  had  preceded  them  the  previous  year 
and  had  selected  the  tract  of  land  which 
she  purchased  from  the  United  States  <rov- 
ernment,  comprising  eighty  acres  of  section 
19  in  the  township  of  Chesterfield,  now 
owned  by  Oeorge  H.  Nichols.  He  has  per- 
petuated the  name  of  the  original  owner  by 
calling  his  station  on  tlje  I{aj>id  H<iihvMy, 
Fairehild.  and  giving  the  siiiue  name  to 
his  farm.  Mrs.  PairehikI  «a«  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  born  in  1779.  Her  fatlier.  Jiicoh 
Hall,  wa.s  a  minntenian  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  one  who  was  not  subject  to  military 
duty  by  reason  of  age  hiit  was  ready  to 
respond  to  his  country's  call  at  a  niinnte's 
warning  in  ease  of  an  invasion  or  emergeney. 
The  family  home  was  near  Morristown,  and 
,^.  P.  Cotton,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  work,  and  who  is  a  son  of  Otis  Cot.ton, 
often  heard  from  ftlrs.  Fairchild's  iipt  the 
stoi-y  of  the  execution  of  Major  Andre,  i.'hich 
was  ivitjiessed  by  her  mother's  sister,  who 
narrated  tlic  wiuiie  to  her,  "He  was  a  very 
pretty  iiiiui.'"  said  Miss  Moore,  the  aunt  of 
Mrs.  Fairehihi,  '"and  he  smiled  and  bowed 
so  jiolitelv  to  the  spectators."  Two  broth- 
ers of  .\Ir.s,  KaiiTliild  fell  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  one  hrotlief,  Joseph  Hail,  afterward  of 
Koehe.'iter.  New  \'orU.  was  the  inventor  of 
the  first  tbresliing  mMi'bine,  Mrs.  Fair- 
ehilds  first  home  in  .Maeojid)  eoimty  was 
built  of  hi'wn  logs  and  eoiitained  two  good- 
sized  rooms,  with  an  attic  chamber  above, 
and  was  (iften  used  as  a  place  for  holding 
church  services  when  the  circuit  preacher 
would  visit  the  neighbin-h(iod.  It  stood  only 
a  fev.-  rods  south  of  where  now  stands  the 
Chesterfiehl  Creamerv.  The  people  there 
thought  it  but  a  pleasant  evening's  walk 
through  the  woods  to  the  Atwood  school- 
house  to  attend  preaching  services.  Jtrs 
Fairehild  died  in  18.^»9.  one  of  the  brave  pio- 
neer women  of  the  enmity.  Her  soil  Stephen 
remained    on    the    ohi    liomesleiid    until    his 


death  in  1889.  Her  daughter  Martha,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Otis  W.  Cotton,  taught 
the  fii'st  school  in  the  new  settlement  in 
1833. 

At  tlie  time  of  the  marriage  of  Otis  W. 
Cotton  and  i\Iartha  Pairchild  he  began  in 
earnest  the  work  of  reclaiming  his  tract  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  The 
log  house  was  erected  in  February  follow- 
ing and  the  work  of  laying  in  the  year's 
supply  of  sugar  conmienced.  He  borrowed 
his  mother-in-law's  kettle  and  boiled  the 
sugar  water  at  night,  returning  the  kettle 
to  her  early  in  the  morning  that  she  might 
use  it  throiigh  the  day.  It  was  a  hard  strug- 
gle to  keep  their  family  clothed  and  fed  un- 
til the  great  growth  of  timber  coidd  be  cut 
and  the  soil  made  productive.  Misfortunes 
tliat  would  now  seem  trifling  then  seemed  to 
them  very  heavy,  owing  to  their  limited 
tinaneial  circunistances.  It  was  a  great  loss 
when  a  cow  died  and  at  one  time  wolves 
l>roke  into  theic  slieepfold  at  the  side  of  the 
house  and  destroyed  the  dock.  This,  too, 
proved  a  serious  loss,  for  the  family  de- 
pended upon  the  wool  for  clothing  and  bed- 
ding. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
early  childhood.  Those  who  reached  adult 
age  were:  Louisa  C,  the  wife  of  Martin 
Ilayden;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  M, 
Loucks:  Leander  A.:  Owen  W. ;  Jay  F. : 
Emeline  A.,  the  wife  of  S.  N.  Roberts;  and 
Helen  E.,  the  wife  of  John  Furton.  All  of 
the  sons  served  in  the  army  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebelli(in.  Leander  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  Twenty-second  Jlichigan  Infantry,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862.  and  was  discharged  as  sergeant 
in  1865.  Owen  enlisted  in  1861,  was  i)ro- 
nioted  to  sergeant  in  September.  1861.  to 
second  lieutenant  September  12.  1862.  and 
first  lieutenant  October  21,  1862.  He  was 
wounded  and  disabled  for  active  service  at 
inianeellorsville.  May  S.  1863.  He  was  after- 
wanl  commissioned  tir.st  lieutenant  by  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  in  March,  1864,  and  did  duty 
in  the  provost-  guard  until  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  Confederate  troops,  when  he 
was  assigned  to  duty  at  Hilton  Head,  South 
Carolina,  where  he  remained  until  March. 
1867.  when  he  resigned  and  went  to  Nebra.s- 
ka.  where  he  has  since  resided. 

As  the  years  passed  Otis  W.  Cotton  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations.  One  by  one 
the  conditions  of  pioneer  life  gave  way  tr. 
the  evi[.Iences  of  an  advanced  civilization  and 
he  ke]il  in  touch  with  modern  methods  oT 
fanning'.     At  leii^'th  prosperity  came  to  hini 


,  Google 


172 


PAST    AND    PRESKNT    OF    JrACOJlB    COTl^"T^' 


and  hv  enjoyed  a  comfortable  eonipeteiiei' 
as  a  reward  of  his  earnest  labor.  lie  died  in 
the  year  1884,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1887  and  thus  two  more  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers were  added  to  the  iircfit  hst  of  the 
honored  dead. 


KH  PiN  (     M  liiK  11. 

llionfjh  ni  land  is  iichei  iii  ipportiinitieM 
<  1  oilers  greater  advantages  to  its  ■  citizens 
than  ■America  success  is  not  to  be  obtained 
thiongh  desire  but  niii-rt  be  persistently 
sought  In  America  labor  is  king"  and  the 
man  who  lesolutely  sets  to  work  to  accomplish 
a  puipose  IS  certain  of  sueeees  if  he  has  but 
the  qmlitiet.  of  perseveience  untiring  energy 
and  practical  common  sense.  Reuben  C. 
Ullrich  is  one  whose  career  excites  the  admira- 
tion and  gains  the  respect  of  all,  for  through 
his  diligence  and  persistent  purpose  he  has 
won  a  leading  place  in  Mount  Clemens. 

He  was  born  in  Mount  Clemens,  January  11, 
1863,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Jlargaret 
S.  (Miller)  Ullrich.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  graded  and  high  schools  here  and 
in  Moyhew  Bnsiness  College,  which  he  at- 
tended in  1879.  He  then  entered  the  employ 
of  V.  Ililsendegen,  of  Detroit,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  went 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the  whole- 
sale hardware  house  of  C.  Gerber.  A  year 
later,  however,  he  returned  home,  his  father 
having  died,  and  he  here  entered  business  life 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ullrich,  Kulin  & 
Company,  proprietors  of  a  general  store,  lie 
sold  out  a  year  and  a  half  later  and  in  1887 
purchased  the  hardware  strr^  of  C  "M 
Stevens  at  No  l'>  North  (  latiot  avcnuL  uid 
Ao  22  North  Wilnut  strtet  It  is  a  double 
htore  which  at  that  time  was  *ightj  feet  in 
length  but  Ml  LUiich  has  enlar^Ld  this  until 
Jt  IS  now  one  hundred  and  eisrht\  feet  He 
his  also  extended  the  scope  of  his  labors  bj 
idding  a  plumbing  and  heatin^  department 
This  is  the  oldest  established  business  of  the 
kind  in  Mount  Clemens  having  been  begun 
in  18)0  and  the  store  was  the  first  piessed 
brick  fiont  m  the  countj  Ihe  trade  is  now 
e\tensRe  and  Mr  Ullrich  caiiies  a  large  and 
well  selected  line  of  shelf  and  htavv  hard 
wire  His  success  has  come  to  him  because 
anj-thing  needed  may  be  found  in  his  stoie 
ind  at  the  same  time  his  business  methods  are 
straightfoiwiid  and  reliable  and  his  prices 
reason  I  I       H      Isi  fieut  s  in  I  us   i  ss    it  les 


in    :\iou(Lt  CieiiK-uK  in   iith<T   wavs,    huiug  the 
viee  president  of  tlie  I'llrieh  Savings  Bank. 

On  tlie  80th  of  Si-pteniher,  1884,  Mr.  Ullrieh 
was  married  to  .Miss  Lena  A.,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Mary  Hoes-sel.  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  their  children  are:  (.'luii-les  l{., 
Kiissell  W.,  Christine  and  Francis  (I.  Tliey 
also  lost  a  daughter — Laura — who  <iied  in  in- 
i'aney.  Mr.  rilricli  is  a  leader  in  community 
!it5Viii'w  ill  Mount  (.'leiiiens  and  was  elected  and 
sei'vi'd  as  ;)ld('niiari  at  large  for  two  terms, 
lie  w^K  ;ils(,  clK.M-ii  Tin'  two  tei'nis  as  mavor  of 
Mount  i-lrinrn-,  li;is  Ixvn  pivsidcnt  of  the 
Chaiiilirr  r,r  C,,,,!,,,,-,.,.,.  for  o]..'  vear  and  a 
iiieiiilH'r  or  llif  Iw^ird  of  edii.'ation  for  nine 
years,  lie  takes  great  pride  in  the  public 
school  system  here  and  has  done  much  to 
raise  its  standard  and  promote  the  efficiency 
of  the  seh(H)ls.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason 
and  is  also  connected  with  thr  Kiiiglitii  of 
Pythias  and  the  Wooduicii  .A'  I  lie  World.  He 
has  contributed  in  substantial  iiieasui'e  to  the 
improvement  of  Mount  Clemens  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  number  of  fine  business  liloeks  here. 
He  started  out  upon  his  lai.siness  eareer  with 
few  advantages  but  developed  his  latent  tal- 
ent«  and  strengthened  his  energies  by  exercise 
until  he  became  a  successful  business  man. 
In  manner  he  is  free  from  ostentation  and 
display  and  his  intrinsic  worth  is  recognised 
and  his  friendship  most  pi'i-^ed  by  those  who 
know  him  best,  showing  that  his  character 
will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  closest  investigation, 
lie  is  a  generous,  broail  inimieil  man  and  a 
t.ypical  American  citizen. 


ISAAC  CRAWFORD, 

Xitui  SL  lis  t)  liaM  int  nd  d  that  i  i  tn 
should  enjoj  a  season  of  rest  in  his  liter  \  ais 
In  jouth  he  posfeesses  great  m  oi  hope  and 
ambition  which  m  the  prime  <t  iianhoRl  is 
guided  ind  established  bv  judgirunt  and  e\. 
penence  so  that  his  efforts  may  become  i 
aultant  faetois  m  a  business  careei  In  latei 
^eais  wh  n  ones  aetiMt\  hit    liinm 

ishes  it  IS  well  if  forn  <     II  1  \  ha\i, 

biought  capital  suffi  i  1 1  tl    t  njoy 

I  well  earned  rest  sum  111  tl  n  forts 
and  cenvenienees  tliat  ^  t  ink  lif  worth 
the  li\ing  Such  has  been  th  histor>  of  Mi 
Orav^ford  who  for  vears  wis  a  piomment 
manufactnrei  and  business  man  of  Romeo 
where  he  is  now  living  retir  d  lit  has  made 
his  home  in  Miehigin  since  1840  md  m  Ma 
comb  count%  since  18W  He  wis  bom  in 
\\    r    n      unt\    \  w    T  rse>    J  nuii\   j   IS^l 
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His  lathei-.  Kli.jitli  Cniwiord.  ;t  untive  of  the 
sjiiiif  cuuiily,  \v;is  liiii'u  i]i  1812  and  was  a  son 
of  Isaac  Cnnvfovd,  wEio  was  of  Scotch  lineage. 
'J'hc  family  was  founded  in  New  Jersey  at  a 
very  eiirl,>-  period  iu  the  colonization  of  the 
new  world  and  Isaac  Crawford  also  served  as 
a  soldier  in  tlie  war  of  1812.  Elijah  Crawford 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  WaiTeii  county  and 
was  tliere  mari'ied  to  Xaney  Oallaway,  who 
was  iidfri  ill  ISIO  ami  wliose  parents  were 
natives  i.f  l><.niisylvania.  lie  learned  and  fol- 
lowed the  lil<u-kMHiith"s  trade,  making  it  his 
life  work.  In  184(1  he  came  to  Michigan, 
lio|iin^'  that  in  the  new  and  growing  west  ht 
lui^dit  }i)ofe  readily  aeifuire  a  eompetenee.  He 
settled  in  Oakland  county  near  the  .Macomb 
eouiity  line  and  there  estahlished  a  shop  and 
carried  on  liusiness  for  a  iiitiMher  of  years. 
He  afterward  j'enioved  to  Kouieo,  where  he 
]      t  h'    1    t      a      h'     I    th  'nt,  1  ere 
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jiig  the  last  two  years  o±  hif>  seiviee  was 
regimental  farrier,  lie  sei-ved  in  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  with  General  Custer's  brigade 
and  continued  at  the  front  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  never  absent  from  his  com- 
mand except  on  one  occasion  when  he  received 
a  fourteen  days'  furlough  which  he  spent  at 
home  in  settling  up  his  father's  business.  lie 
took    pail    ill    many    important    engatrements 


and  was  honorably  dischai-jied  at  the  close  ot 
the  war  in  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  in  ■June, 
1865. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his 
sei-vices  Mr.  Crawford  again  came  to  .Michi- 
gan and  here  entered  into  partiier.ship  with 
Timothy  Lyon  in  the  conduct  of  a  similar  line 
of  business  which  had  formerly  eiaimeil  his 
attention.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  five  years 
when  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  anil  sixty  acres  in  the  township  of 
Bruce.  Taking  up  his  abode  thereon  he  began 
its  further  development  and  improvement  and 
he  later  bought  more  hind  and  now  owns  a  val- 
uable farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  added 
to  it  and  remodeled  the  resideiiee,  built  a 
good  barn  and  other  substantial  outbuildings 
and  continued  his  fanning  operations  for 
about  ten  years.  He  then  rented  the  property 
and  removed  to  Komeo.  Here  he  has  built 
a  very  good  residence  and  one  brick  business 
block  and  thus  has  contributed  in  substantial 
Jiieasure  to  the  improvement  of  the  town. 

^Ir.  Oawford  was  married  in  Macomb 
county,  in  November,  1854,  to  Miss  Rachel 
Barber,  who  was  born  in  Oakland  county, 
Michigan,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Calvin  and 
Betsy  (Kniffin)  Barber.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county,  who  went 
from  Connecticut  to  that  locality.  There  was 
one  son  by  this  union,  Elmer  E.  Crawford, 
who  grew  to  manhood,  was  married  here  and 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  being 
sui^iied  by  his  wife  and  one  son.  Arthur  SI. 
Ciawfoid  who  was  born  in  February.  188*3, 
md  lesides  with  his  mother. 

In  1856  Isaac  Crawford  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot,  supporting  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  he  has  since  advocated  republican  prin- 
ciples where  national  issues  are  involved  but 
at  local  elections  he  votes  independently  of 
part^  ties  When  on  the  farm  he  served  as 
highway  commissioner  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  Borneo  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Union  school  board.  He  was  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  electric  light  system  and  served 
as  chairman  of  the  electric  light  commission. 
Whatever  tends  to  advance  the  general  wel- 
fare here  and  contribute  to  the  material  im- 
provement of  the  city  receives  his  endorse- 
ment. He  became  a  member  of  Bomeo  lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  18.57,  filled  all  of  its  chairs, 
was  its  master  for  twent.y  years  and  served  as 
a  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge  and  also  as 
district  deputy  grand  master.  He  also  belongs 
to  Romeo  chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Knight 
Templar  commandery,  served  as  high  priest 
in  the  former  and  eminent  commander  in  the 
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latter.  His  syiiii)H.thi<;s  are  fully  in  accord 
with  the  teachings  and  tenets  of  Masonry  and 
in  hig  life  he  has  exemplified  the  spirit  of 
brotherly  helpfulness  and  mtitual  Irindliness 
which  form  the  basic  elements  of  the  order. 
He  has  long  been  a  useful  citizen,  interested 
in  material,  social,  moral,  intelleotiia!  and 
political  progress  here.  Whatever  tends  to 
advancement  elicits  his  attention  and  usually 
receives  his  hearty  co-operation.  lie  is  a  man 
of  tried  integrity  and  worth  and  the  ciicle 
lit'  his  friends  is  almost  co-extensi\e  nith  the 
ciri'le  iif  his  acquaintances. 


JOHN  K.  SNOOK. 


John  R.  Snook  is  a  prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  productive  industries  of  Mount 
Olemens,  being  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  staves  and  eooperage.  He  was  born  in 
this  city,  December  9,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  W..  and  Harriet  J.  (Rice)  Snook, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Connecticut.  His  father  was  one  of 
the  valued  residents  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  was  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs,  active 
and  enterprising  in  business,  and  he  wielded 
a  wide  influence.  He  was  born  in  New  York 
city,  April  10,  1822,  and  was  of  English  par- 
entage. He  was  broiight  to  Michigan  by  his 
parents  in  1836  and  embarked  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Mount  Clemens  in  1849.  In  1866  he 
began  the  manufacture  of  staves,  which  busi- 
ness had  been  established  in  1861  by  Bruno 
Van  Landegham  and  Rudolph  Sleiger.  Mr. 
Snook  became  a  partner  in  1866  and  the  fac- 
tory was  removed  to  its  present  location. 
He  wa.s  fur  ;i  time  in  partnership  with  My- 
ron While  iiuil  with  George  Robinson,  Mr. 
\Vhit^•  continuing  in  the  biisiness  until 
1872.  In  later  years  the  firm  name  of 
T.  W.  Snook  &  Son  was  assumed,  John 
R.  Snook,  of  this  review,  being  admitted 
to  a  partnership.  The  business  gradually 
developed  until  it  reached  extensive  and  im- 
portant proportions.  Before  embarking  iji 
the  coo])erage  business  Mr.  Snook  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  salt 
in  Mount  Clemens.  His  efforts  contributed 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  advancement 
of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  this  part  of 
the  state.  lie  was  a  man  of  keen  discrimina- 
tion ill  business  affairs,  brooking  no  obstacles 
that  i-ould  lie  overcome  by  determined  effort, 
and  SIM  the  years  advanced  he  met  with  well 
nu'rited  |>rosiR'rity.     lie  was  one  of  those  in- 


terested in  the  digging  of  the  first  mineral 
well,  being  associated  in  this  work  with 
Charles  Mosher  and  others  of  a  stock  com- 
pany who  were  prospecting  for  oil.  Later 
he  and  Walter  Bnsh,  of  Troy,  New  York, 
bought  out  the  interests  of  the  others  and  be- 
gan the  manufacture  of  salt  in  connection 
with  their  lumber  mill,  the  water  being  rich 
m  saline  qualities.  While  thus  engaged  Dorr 
Kellogg  got  permission  to  use  the  water  for 
medical  bathing  purposes  and  Dr.  Taylor 
erected  a  bathhouse,  this  being  the  first  of 
the  mineral  bathing  in  Mount  Clemens.  He 
continued  in  the  cooperage  businew  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  and  as  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  he  held  valuable  real  estate 
interests,  making  judicioiis  investment  in 
property.  He  also  built  and  operated  a  num- 
ber of  vessels.  He  had  in  the  course  of  his 
career  met  with  financial  reverses,  caused  by 
fire,  shipwreck  and  hard  times,  that  would 
■have  utterly  disheartened  a  man  of  less  cour- 
ageous and  determined  spirit,  but  he  per- 
severed and  his  efforts  ultimately  triumphed 
over  all  obstacles.  He  was  also  active  and  in- 
fluential in  community  affairs  and  in  an  early 
day  he  served  as  president  of  the  village  of 
Mount  Clemens,  He  was  associated  with 
nine  others  in  establishing  the  Clinton  Grove 
cemetery.  His  co-operation  was  sought  for 
the  advancement  of  every  movement  that 
tended  to  benefit  his  community  and  his 
labors  were  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Ma- 
sonic fraternities  and  for  thirty  years  was 
an  active  and  influential  worker  in  the  Pres- 
byterian ehiirch,  while  in  later  years  he  was 
identified  with  the  Episcopal  church. 

Thomas  W.  Snook  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  who  hnn-  the  maiden  name  of 
Emily  A.  Hiilibard.  died  in  1859,  and  two 
years  later  he  ninrried  Thirviet  J.  Rice,  who 
was  born  in  Coiuiecticut  in  1822.  His  death 
occurred  in  1901,  when  he  was  seventy-nine 
years  of  age,  and  he  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  the  only  representative  of  this 
branch  of  the  Rice  family  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Mr.  Snook,  one  of  the  oldest  business  men 
and  highl.v  respected  citii^ens  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, passed  away  amid  the  deep  regret  of  a 
very  large  circle  of  friends.  In  his  long  and 
useful  career  he  witnessed  almost  the  entire 
growth  of  this  city  and  his  name  was  ever 
associated  with  public  progress,  with  enter- 
prises of  general  benefit,  and  stood  as  a 
synon.ym  of  courageous  purpose.  Wliile  he 
advanced  in  years  he  was  stiil  young  in 
spirit,  bis  mind  reniaitiiTig  keenly  alert,  and 
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the  failure  of  liis  physical  strength  was  all 
that  indicated  in  him  the  passing  of  time. 

Unto  Thomas  W.  and  Emily  A.  (Hubbard) 
Snook  were  born  four  children:  William 
A.,  a  resident  of  filinneapolis,  Minnesota-, 
Alice  M.,  the  widow  of  Dr.  M.  C.  Kelly; 
Emily  A.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Samuel 
Crocker;  and  Edgar  T.,  of  Detroit.  The 
children  of  the  second  infu-riiis!('  are  Charles 
C,  who  is  living'  iti  Kacin^'.  WiHconsin,  and 
John  R.,  of  this  review.  .Mi.ss  -Jennie  A. 
(Iriswold,  an  adojitrd  ilausiliter,  in  now  living: 
with  Mrs.  Snook. 

John  R.  Snook  |iufsm-d  liis  eduealion  in 
Mount  Clemens  until  he  liad  coiiiiileteil  the 
high  school  course  by  graduation  with  the 
class  of  188;^.  He  afterward  attended  the 
Detroit  Bryant  &  Htratton  Commercial  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  gi-a.duated  in  1884. 
lie  then  entered  upon  liis  business  career, 
seeiiring  a  situation  in  Detroit  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  tirm  of  I.iijiham  &  Throop,  acting  in 
that  eaiiaeitv  for  fbi-ee  veai's.  He  then  re- 
liu-ned  to  ^[oinit  Clenietis  and  beeaiiie  hook- 
keepei'  &!]■  liis  lalher.  In  1894  lie  was  ad- 
iiiilteil  to  a  pai'tiiei-whi|)  under  the  firm  name 
of  T.  W.  Sn(M>k  &  Son  and  the  old  name  has 
since  been  retained,  lie  bnilt  the  steam 
i)arge  Atlantis,  and  at  the  sajiie  time  contin- 
ued the  maniifactufe  of  staves  and  cooper- 
age. Ilic  oiLt|>iit  iiieetin«'  a  eoiistaniiv  grow- 
ing trade.  Tlie  ].laiit  is  well  e(iuipped  with 
the  latest  iai|>roved  maeliiiiery  and  the  vol- 
lULie  of  business  now  annually  transacted 
represents  a  large  investment  and  bi-ijigs  an 
excelh'rit  fiiLaneial  return.  The  business  has 
lia<l  a  eotitinuous  existi'iiee  since  1866  an<] 
Mr,  Snook,  of  Ibis  review,  is  fo-dav  the  last 
rej.reseiitative  of  the  faiiiilv  eonneeted  with 
the  industrial  and  eommereial  interests  of 
.Mount  Clenieiis. 

On  tlie  Tilth  of  Deeember.  1S!I1,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  .lidin  It,  Snook  and  .Ntiss 
Kate  Karrar,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  d.  S. 
Karrar.  of  AbjunI  Clemens.  Thev  are  pi'OTni- 
ueut  serially,  and  both  are  members  of  (frace 
H|Hseiipal  ehureh,  in  which  Mr.  Snook  has 
servi'd  as  vi'slryiunn  for  some  time,.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  re|iubliean  and  socially  has  been 
connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6, 
A.  F.  &  A,  iM.  lie  is  als(i  an  old  tinte  mem- 
ber of  the  volunteer  tire  deparfrueut  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Although  he  entered  upon 
a  business  alreaily  established,  he  has 
through  his  own  exertions  attained  an  hon- 
orable position  and  a  marked  jirestige  among 
representative  men  of  !;\laeou(b  county.  He 
has  proved  himself  in  all  the  relations  of  life 


an  earnest,  honest,  upright  man  and  a  citizen 
of  whom  any  comnmuity  nnglit  be  justly 
proud. 


ISAAC  AVIDLIAMS. 

Dying  along  the  hank  of  Ihe  Clinton  river 
in  Clinton  township  is  the  fai'ui  owned  by 
Isaac  Williams,  a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres,  which  in  its  highly  ciiltiva- 
ted  and  well  improved  condition  indicates  the 
i-areful  supervision  of  a  practical,  enterpris- 
ing and  pi'osperous  owner.  He  is  moreover 
entitled  to  representation  in  this  volume  as 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Maeoinb  county, 
for  he  arrived  in  Mount  Clemens  in  1853-— 
nmre  than  a  half  century  ago.  He  was  born 
in  Prussia,  (ierauany,  January  20,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Williajns,  who  was  a  native 
of  the  same  country  and  served  in  the  Prus- 
sian Army  for  tliT-ee  years,  holding  rank  as  an 
officer.  He  married  Mis.s  Mena  Dittman,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Dittman,  who  was  also 
a  siddier  (if  the  Prussian  Anny.  and  was 
wounded  in  service,  lie  afterward  drew  a 
pension  in  rcrofuition  of  the  aid  which  he 
had  reudrred  In  Jiis  countrv  and  he  died  in 
the  Soldier,^'  Iloinr.  John  Williams  emigi-ated 
to  the  new  uorld  in  185:?.  counng  at  once  to 
Macomh  county,  .Michigan.  He  located  on 
the  Clinlon  river  near  where  his  son  Isaac  now 
resides.  Later  be  bought  land  on  the  river 
I'oad  which  he  improved  and  developed  into 
an  excellent  farm.  The  Indians  were  still 
seen  in  this  einuity  in  large  numbers  and  there 
was  e\"ery  evitlence  of  frontier  life.  The 
homes  of  the  .settlers  were  largely  log  cabins, 
l)iit  few  I'oads  had  been  made  and  the  now 
thi'iving  t(iwns  and  cities  were  mere  hamlets 
or  villages  or  bad  not  yet  sprung  into  exis- 
tence. .Mr.  Williams  caiTJed  on  general  farm- 
ing and  reared  bis  family  in  Macomb  count.v 
and  her'e  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  1892,  his  wife  surviving  him 
for  a  few  years. 

Isaac  Williams  was  a  lad  of  nine  years 
when,  \vith  his  parents,  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  the  new  world  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  JIaeoJnb  county.  In  early  life  he  be- 
iran  earning  his  own  living  by  woi-king  by  the 
month  as  a  fann  lifind  and  for  nine  years 
lie  was  in  the  employ  of  one  man — a  fact 
which  indicates  his  capable  service  and  his 
fidelity  to  duty.  On  the  27th  of  February, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  join- 
ing the  First  Michigan  Calvary  with  which 
he  went  to  Virginia  and  served  until  the  clo.se 
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of  the  war.  Wlien  hostilities  were  over  he 
proceeded  with  hia  command  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  participated  in  the  grand  review 
— the  most  celebrated  military  pageant  ever 
seen  on  the  western  hemisphere.  Later  he  was 
sent  to  Parkersbui^,  "West  Virginia,  and  after- 
ward proceeded  by  boat  to  Louisville  and  to 
St.  Louis.  Later  the  command  was  ordered 
to  Fort  Leavenworth  and  afterward  went 
iicroas  the  plains  to  Fort  Halleck,  starting  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1865. ,  Subsequently  they  re- 
turned to  Fort  Leavenworth  where  Mr.  "Will- 
Jams  and  his  comrades  were  hononbh  dis 
charged.  He  had  to  pay  one  doUai  foi  his 
discharge  papers  and  also  had  to  meet  the 
expense  of  his  return  home.  He  ariived 
again  in  Macomb  county  in  Deeerabei  18b5 
having  done  his  full  duty  as  a  solditi 

The  following  year  Mr.  WiUiams  began 
v\-or]viiig  on  his  farm,  having  sixteen  acies  of 
land.  lie  afterward  bought  a  tract  of  twenty 
five  acres  adjoining  and  built  tberion  a  bain 
lie  tliere  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  several  years,  after  which  he  sold 
that  |)r()perty  and  bought  fifty  acres  of  land 
on  the  county  line  on  which  he  took  up  his 
residence,  making  it  his  home  for  eight  years 
After  selling  that  property  he  invested  his 
i-i\pita[  in  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land 
bordering  the  Clinton  river,  and  upon  this 
place  he  has  since  lived.  He  has  erected  a 
lar^e,  neat,  two-story  frame  residence  and 
lias  i)tbci-  niDilorn  oriuipitit'iits  on  his  place 
Thci'k'  Mvi'  two  winihiiills  upon  the  farm,  one 
iH'inii-  iisi'il  in  dniwiny:  wiUor  from  the  well 
while  the  other  is  used  for  the  operation  of 
the  feed  mill.  Everything  about  the  place  is 
thoroughly  modern  and  progressive.  There 
is  a  good  orchard,  which  yields  its  fruits  in 
season,  and  the  place  has  been  divided  into 
fields  of  convenient  size  by  well  kept  fences. 
This  farm  forms  one  pf  the  important  features 
of  the  landscape  and  its  pleasant  appearance 
is  enhanced  by  the  stream  of  water  which 
flows  through  it. 

Mr.  'Williams  was  married  in  this  county, 
April  10,  1866,  to  Miss  Frederica  Prell,  a 
native  of  Prussia,  born  in  the  same  village  in 
which  her  husband's  birth  occurred.  "When 
a  child  she  was  brought  across  the  Atlantic 
to  New  York  by  her  father,  Frederick  Prell, 
who  in  1865  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Macomb  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children:  Walter 
W.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Clinton  township; 
Albert,  a  mail  agent  on  a  rural  route  of  Mount 
Clemens :  John,  at  home ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  William  Davis,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan; 


Alma,  at  home,  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Wilham 
Whistler,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Williams 
and  his  sons  are  stalwart  supporters  of  the 
republican  party  and  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day, 
although  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
office.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  friend  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  he  has  done  effective  service  in  its  be- 
half. He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  Baptist  church  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  Post  at  Mount  Clemens.  A 
wonderful  transformation  has  been  wrought 
m  i\Iacomb  county  during  the  fifty-two  years 
of  his  residence  here,  and  the  work  of  public 
impio\ement  and  progress  has  found  its 
counteipart  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Williams,  who, 
as  the  years  have  passed,  has  developed  a 
chaiaeter  of  stiength  and  rectitude  and  who 
in  his  business  career  has  met  with  success 
which  IS  the  fitting  reward  of  earnest,  persist- 
ent effort 


CIIAELES  I'LLRICH. 

Chailes  Ullrich,  now  deceased,  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  born 
No^embti  27  1836,  in  the  village  of  Dieme- 
lode  111  the  liingdom  of  Hesse,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ullrich.  He  attended 
school  m  Buiope  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  school  and 
worked  upon  a  farm  until  be  ;uiived  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  when  lie  euiielnded  to 
leave  the  old  world  and  try  ]iis  fortune  in  the 
new.  He  landed  in  this  country  compara- 
tively without  means  and  a  stranger  to  the 
people  and  their  language.  He  came  to  De- 
troit and  at  once  went  to  earning  hia  liveli- 
hood by  working  at  the  butcher's  trade; 
worked  there  six  months :  and  then  removed  to 
Chicago,  remaining  there  about  one  year.  The 
following  year  he  worked  in  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans.  At  each  of  the  last  named 
places  he  carried  on  the  business  of  butcher- 
ing. He  finally  returned  to  Detroit  and  after 
a  short  time  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  and  on 
the  20th  of  September,  1857,  he  entered  into 
a  co-partnership  with  August  Czizek  and 
opened  a  meat  market.  They  conducted  this 
business  for  two  and  one-half  years,  when  Mr. 
Ullrich  sold  out  his  interest  to  hia  partner, 
and  at  once  went  into  the  live  stock  business, 
which  trade  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of 
years,  and,  during  the  war,  he  took  many 
heavy  contracts  from  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment for  furnishing  horses  for  the  cavalry. 
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In  many  of  theNU  eontraiils  and  in  pine  land 
speculations  he  was  connected  with  the  late 
J.  B.  Dickinson.  He  finally  abandoned  the 
live  stock  business  and  went  into  the  real 
estate  business,  buying  and  selling  farms  and 
city  property. 

Mr.  TJllrieh  mari-ied  Margaret  S.  Miller, 
daughter  of  John  W.  Miller,  November  27, 
1858,  and  to  them  were  bom  three  children : 
William  J.,  Reuben  C,  and  Francis  P,  He 
was  elected  alderman  of  the  city  of  Mount 
Clemens  in  the  year  1880,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years.  As  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil, he  was  one  of  the  moat  active  and  efficient 
workers;  served  upon  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  standing  committees,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  able  and  prominent  members 
of  the  special  building  committee,  who  had 
the  matter  of  erecting  the  new  courthouse  in 
charge.  By  thrift  and  economy  he  amassed 
quite  a  large  fortune  and  was  the  owner  of 
some  of  the  finest  and  choicest  property  in  the 
city  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  was  recognized 
as  a  man  of  remarkably  good  .iudgment  and 
very  quick  perception  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties,  where  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known.  He  departed  this  life  in  1883,  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


WALTER  J.  DALBY. 

Walter  J.  Dalby,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  bom 
in  this  city,  March  11,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  and  Hannah  (Spencer)  Dalby,  who 
were  natives  of  England,  and  on  coming  to 
America  settled  in  Quebec.  They  afterward 
located  in  London,  Canada,  and  in  1861,  came 
to  Mount  Clemens, 

Walter  J.  Dalby  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  but 
early  put  aside  his  test-books  in  order  to 
earn  his  own  living,  being  employed  as  a  bell 
boy  in  the  Sherman  House  of  this  city.  He 
afterward  occupied  a  position  in  a  laundry 
office  for  a  year  and  was  then  employed  as  a 
delivery  boy  in  the  general  store  of  A.  J. 
(Ude,  in  1890.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Westendorf  as  a  drag  clerk  and  with 
him  learned  the  business,  continuing  in  his 
store  until  1901.  In  February  of  the  latter 
year  be  organized  the  Dalby  Dmg  Company, 
which  oiK'TK'd  its  store  at  No.  11  North  Gratiot 
avenue,  of  wbicli  he  became  manager,  and  he 
bits  Kiiipe  conducted  a  large  and  profitable 
business  bore,  havin<;'  a  well  appointed  store, 


complete  in  all  its  equipments  and  carrying  a 
large  and  well  selected  line  of  drugs. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1895,  Mr.  Dalby  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Hasson,  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  they  have  one  son,  Maurice 
11.  Mr.  Dalby  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens 
lodge.  No.  168,  K.  P.  He  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent capability,  popular  with  his  fellow  towns- 
men, having  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
enjoying  the  esteem  as  well  as  the  confidence 
of  those  who  have  had  business  relations  with 
him. 


WARD  W.  SWITZER. 

Ward  W.  Switzer,  well  known  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  eojnmercial  interests  of  Mount 
Clemens,  conducting  a  jewelry  establishment 
here,  was  born  in  Davis,  Macomb  county, 
Febmary  21, 1879,  and  is  a  son  of  William  F. 
and  Adell  (Dicken)  Switzer,  who  were  natives 
of  New  York  and  Macomb  county  respectively. 
The  Switzer  family  had  its  origin  in  Germany, 
while  the  ancestors  of  the  Dicken  family  came 
to  America  from  England.  William  P. 
Switzer  was  a  merehant  in  Davis  for  a  number 
of  years  and  is  now  the  cashier  of  the  New 
Haven  Savings  Bank  at  New  Haven.  Macomb 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  has  served  for 
three  years.  In  his  family  are  four  children, 
iiiimely:  Ward  W,,  .Mande  A.,  who  is  a 
teacher  of  music  in  Athens,  Pennsylvania; 
George  D.,  who  is  associated  with  Ward  W. 
in  business  and  is  living  in  Mount  Clemens; 
and  John  D.,  also  a  resident  of  Mount  Clera- 

Ward  W.  Switzer  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  high  school 
of  Romeo,  and  in  March,  1895,  he  began  to 
learn  the  watchmaker's  trade  with  Dwight  T. 
Dicken  in  Davis.  Some  two  years  later  his 
employer  died  and  Mr.  Switzer  continued  the 
business  for  a  year.  He  then  entered  the 
Canadian  Ilorological  Institute  at  Toronto, 
Ontario,  where  he  pursued  a  two  years '  course 
of  stud.y,  perfecting  himself  in  his  chosen 
trade.  He  then  entered  the  emplc^  of  A.  H. 
Kent,  at  Mount  Clemens,  in  whose  service  he 
remained  for  seven  months,  when  he  obtained 
a  position  in  the  store  of  Chambers  &  Stewart, 
at  Mount  Clemens,  continuing  there  for  three 
years.  In  October,  1904,  he  established  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  at  No.  65  North  Wal- 
nnt  street,  where  he  carries  a  general  line  of 
jewelry  and  stationery  and  school  supplies 
and  also  does  a  watch  repairing  business.  In 
the  year  which  has  passed  he  has  built  up  a 
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good  trade  and  his  patronage  is  constantly  in- 
creasing. In  Marcb,  1905,  he  tool(  (Jeorge 
D.  Switzer  in  partnership,  the  firm  now  being 
Switzer  Brothers. 

Mr.  Switzer  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World  and  has  the  friendship  and  re- 
giird  not  only  of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity 
l)nt  of  many  residents  of  Mount  Clemens. 
lie  was  married,  June  17,  1903,  to  Vena  K. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  Charles  II.  and  Celestia 
(Hart)  Jones,  of  Meade,  Michigan.  The 
youii^  (-(inple  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  many 
of  the  best  homes  of  Mount  Clemens.  They 
have  oiK-  diild,  Willittm  J.,  born  November 
21,  1904.  Mr.  Switzer  is  reeognized  as*  a 
yonng  man  of  striet  l>usiii('s^i  integrity  and 
possesses  strong  |i\ir[»o'-;i'  mniI  laudiibh'  -.in\h'\- 
tion — qnalities  wbicli  ;u-e  esseiiltal  \o  siu-eess. 


KVLVK.S'I'KR   A-  S'l'ONI';. 

Sylvi'stiM*  A.  Stojie.  whose  home  is  on  see- 
lioji  4,  lii'ure  lownship.  is  one  of  the  leading 
{■tti/eits  of  his  coinmnnity  and  is  a  snccessfnl 
farmer  and  st<ickraiser.  Since  184:1  he  ha-t 
been  a  resident  of  Michigan  and  has  tliei-e- 
fore  witnessed  much  of  its  growth  ami  de- 
velopment. He  was  born  in  Moiu-oe  eountv. 
New  York.  March  26,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
Solomon  and  Betsy  (Bradley)  Stoue.  Tlie 
father  was  born  and  reared  in  Vermont  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Monroe  count.v. 
New  York,  where  he  was  married,  liis  wife 
being  a  native  of  Jefferson  connty.  that 
state.  Unto  them  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
Miehigan  in  184H.  Locating  in  Macomh 
comity,  the  father  entered  two  himdred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Richmond  township. 
which  he  cleared,  enltivated  and  improved, 
becoming  a  prominent  and  snccessfnl  farmer 
of  that  locality,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  Of  his  seven  sons  only  onr 
subject  is  now  living,  bnt  three  daughters 
yet  survive,  these  being  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Sher- 
man, now  over  ninety  years  of  age,  her  farm 
in  Brace  township  being  now  operated  b.v 
our  subject;  Mrs.  Helen  S.  Allen,  a  widow 
residing  in  the  town  of  Richmond;  and 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alexander  Caster  of  Rich- 
mond township. 

S.  A.  Stone  was  only  eleven  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  connty  and  here  he  grew  to 
manhood,  attending  the  common  schools  and 
later  the  high  school  at  Almont.  In  1858 
he  was   nnited   in   marriage  to   Jliss   Sarith 


Cordelia  Rowley,  also  a  native  of  New  York 
state,  who  died  on  the  3d  of  August,  1862. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Stone 
entered  the  Union  army,  for  the  Civil  war 
was  then  in  progress,  enlisting  on  the  22d 
of  August.  1862,  in  Company  E,  Fifth  Jlich- 
igan  Calvalry,  which  was  assigned  to  Gen- 
eral Custer's  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  participated  in  a  number  of  important 
engagements  and  once  was  slightly  woimded 
in  defending  the  old  flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented.  When  the  war  closed  he  was 
ill  in  the  hospital  at  Cumberland,  Maryland, 
and  wa.s  there  honorably  discharged. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  Stone  was  en- 
gaged in  fanning  in  Richmond  township  for 
some  years,  owning  a  small  biit  well  im- 
proved farm.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Mont- 
caliri  county  and  purcluised  eighty  acres  of 
land  near  Cai-siin  City,  Imt  when  the  railroad 
ws!s  built  thi'Dugli  I'hat  s—tion  he  sold  the 
place  and  bought  iiiiothei-  Eai-m  near  the  city, 
continuing  to  make  iiis  home  in  that  county 
until  1898.  when  he  disjiosed  of  his  ]n-opei-ty 
there  and  returned  to  .MaeomI)  comity  to 
take  charge  of  the  farm  of  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Sherman.  In  connection  with  general  farm- 
ing he  devotes  conrfderable  attention  to  the 
raising  and  feeding  of  stock. 

Mr.  Mtone  was  again  married  in  Brueo 
township,  this  eoiTi'ty,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha Bishop,  a  native  of  the  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Truman  and  Mary  (Sherman) 
Bi.shop.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  two 
sons  who  reached  years  of  nmtnrity.  George 
IL,  the  elder,  was  a  graduate  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  and  became  a  prom- 
inent educator,  teaching  English  in  the 
schools  of  Detroit,  in  which  city  he  died  in 
1890.  Edward  R.  was  reared  and  educated 
by  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Sherman.  He  attended 
the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and 
after  completing  the  course  took  charge  of 
his  aunt's  farm  and  business  affairs,  which 
he  successfully  conducted  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  11,  1899. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  exemplary  habits, 
upright  and  honorable  in  all  things,  and  he 
possessed  good  business  ability.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage  Mr.  Stone  has  three  children: 
Mary  Louise,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  (J.  F. 
Smith,  of  Belding,  Michigan;  Charles  Clif- 
ford, who  is  married  and  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  at  Almont;  and  Stu- 
art S.,  who  is  still  at  home  with  his  parents. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Stone  is  a  stanch 
'lemocrat,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  James  Biicharan  and  for  evi 


Hostccoy  Google 


MR,    AND   MRS.   S.    A.    STONK 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


PAST    AM)    PRESENT    OP    :\rACOJrB    COUNTY 


since  that  tiiue  ivith  uxception  of  ISfiO  aiul 
1864  when  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
While  a  resident  of  Montcalm  county  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  Bloomer  township  two 
terms  and  was  also  one  of  the  drainage  com- 
missioners. He  has  been  delegate  to  nnmer- 
ous  connty  conventions  of  his  party  and  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  Carson  City,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs, and  as  an  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  community  he  is  certainly  deserving  of 
prominent  mention  in  this  volume.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  the  Anrient  Order 
of  United  Workmen. 


PLIXV    P.   ANDISKWS. 

Pliii.y  P.  Andrews  owns  a  fiiriii  of  one 
hnndri'd  and  fifty-five  aci-es  on  section  8, 
Shelby  township.  He  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship, January  1, 1850,  upon  the  fai-m  which  is 
yet  his  home,  his  parents  being  Chester  and 
lihoda  Ann  (Loekwood)  Andrews,  both  na- 
tives of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  Hiram  Andrews  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  was  Jeremiah  Lock- 
^^■ood.  Chester  Andrews  was  only  twelve 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents 
from  the  Empire  state  to  Jliehigan  in  1832. 
his  birth  having  Dceiirred  on  November  8, 
ISI^O.  His  wife  "as  born  January  15,  1823, 
and  was  only  eight  months  old  when  brought 
to  Michigan.  The  grandfather  settled  a  half 
rnile  east  of  where  Pliny  P.  Andrews  now 
I'i'sides,  purchasing  land  there  of  a  man  who 
had  entered  it  from  the  government.  Mr. 
Loekwood  had  obtained  land  of  the  govern- 
luent  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres,  while  Chester  Andrews  became  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres.  He  devoted  his  entire  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  passed  away  in  1883.  His 
widow  still  sTirvives  him  and  has  now  reached 
the  iige  of  eisriity-two  years. 

Pliny  ['.  Andrews  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  pui'siH'd  his  education  in  the  Andrews 
Heh<Hil.  lie  hfis  always  devoted  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  which  he  passed  upon  the  road 
ill  locating  agents  for  the  sale  of  a  fertilizer. 
In  recent  years  he  lias  rented  his  farm  but 
still  gives  his  attention  to  his  place,  whicli 
comprises  one  hinidred  and  fifty-Jive  acres  of 
valuable  and  productive  land. 


In  1869  Mr.  Andrews  was  married  to  Miss 
Althea  A.  Dennis,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Corwin)  Dennis,  who  were  New  Jersey 
people  and  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day. 
I)e  and  Mrs,  Andrews  have  one  son,  Frank 
C,  who  was  educated  in  the  Andrews  school 
and  for  one  term  was  a  student  in  "Washing- 
ton. He  married  Jennie  Baker  and  they  have 
one  child.  Homer  W.  Frank  C.  Andrews 
is  a  broker  and  bond  dealer  of  Detroit. 

In  his  political  views  Pliny  P.  Andrews 
is  a  stalwart  republican  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  eight  years,  proving  a  capa- 
ble officer,  his  decisions  belief  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  He  belongs  to  the  Maecabee  lodge 
in  Washington,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
I'nion  church  at  Washington.  He  has  seen 
the  country  develop  from  a  wilderness  to  a 
veritable  garden  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
has  taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  accom- 
plished. He  has  borne  his  full  share  in  the 
work  of  agricultural  improvement  and  has 
also  been  a  eo-operant  factor  in  manj  meas- 
ures for  the  general  good,  while  in  all  matters 
of  citizenship  he  has  been  loyal  and  in  busi- 
ness affaii's  he  has  been  found  worthy  the  trust 
of  the  public. 


JOHN   E.  CAREY, 


John  E.  Carey,  who  since  18i)3  has  con- 
ducted a  florist  business  in  Mount  Clemens 
with  continually  increasing  success,  was  bom 
in  Ireland,  April  1.  1857,  his  parents  being 
Matthew  and  Alice  (Clarke)  Carey,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1861,  locating  at 
Long  Island  City,  New  York,  where  the 
father's  death  occurred  when  he  was  sixty- 
three  years  of  age,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  Mat- 
thew Carey  was  the  only  member  of  his  branch 
of  the  famih  that  came  to  America 

John  E.  Care\  recei\ed  but  limited  educa 
tional  opportunities  He  began  woik  while 
still  a  boy  as  a  floiist  on  Long  Island  and 
in  1884  he  came  to  the  west  locating  in 
Detroit,  when,  he  was  employed  as  a  florist 
for  about  ten  \ears  He  came  to  Mount 
Clemens  in  189^!  and  established  business  for 
himself  on  a  '■mall  scale  He  at  first  had  only 
three  greenhouses  but  has  increased  his  plant 
until  he  now  has  ten  gieenhouses  all  located 
at  No.  17  North  Wilson  boulevard  in  Mount 
Clemens.  His  business  is  of  extensive  and 
profitable  proportions  \t  the  present  da^ 
owii;g  to  hi     w   11   dn     ted   efints    bis  thoi 
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ongh  knowledge  of  the  work,  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  please  his  patrons  and  his  straightfor- 
wanl  dealing. 

In  1888  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Carey 
and  Miss  Maggie  Wakefield,  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  their  children  are  John.  Isabella, 
Edith,  James,  Mary  and  Blargaret,  all  at  home 
in  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Carey  is  a  meiiiher  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  Catholic 
Mutual  Benefit  Association.  He  is  a  man  of 
rather  retiring  disposition  but  one  who  com- 
mands the  unqualified  respect  of  the  business 
community.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
his  business  career,  taking  great  pride  in  tliis 
work  and  devoting  his  entire  attention  tlicrclo. 


GEORGE  B.  ROWLEY. 

George  B.  Rowley,  who  carries  on  jiienei'iil 
agricultural  pursuits  in  a  practical  Hiid  pi'o- 
frressive  manner  that  produces  desired  results, 
has  made  liis  home  in  Romeo  since  1890, 
while  liis  farm  is  situated  in  Ray  township. 
It  was  in  that  township  that  his  bii'th  oc- 
curred, April  1,  1844.  His  paternal  grand- 
father. ISrainard  Kowley.  resided  for  jrmny 
years  in  the  Enipiri'  state  and  tlieiv  Anson  D. 
Rowley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  l>orn  June 
16, 1806.  His  youth  was  passed  in  the  Plinpire 
state  and  when  a  .young  man  he  came  west  to 
Michigan  in  1832,  his  destination  being  Ma- 
comb county.  He  located  in  Ray  township 
and  from  the  government  secured  a  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  which 
was  wild  and  unimproved.  Therefore,  ttie 
arduous  task  of  clearing  and  developing  it 
devolved  upon  him  and  with  great  energy  he 
undertook  the  work  of  developing  his  farm. 
He  brought  Susan  Becraft  to  preside  over 
his  home,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
this  county.  She  was  born,  however,  in  the 
Empire  state,  and  was  there  reared  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  when  she  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  her  parents,  Moses  and  Margaret 
(Fenton)  Becraft,  who  thus  cast  in  their  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county. 
Mr.  Rowley  having  married,  thns  had  an 
added  impetus  for  effective  and  earnest  labor. 
He  erected  good  buildings  upon  his  farm  and 
developed  a  nice  home,  which  was  surrounded 
by  well  tilled  fields  that  annually  yielded  him 
golden  harvests.  There  he  reared  his  family 
and  spent  his  remaining  days,  passing  away 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  and  now  makes  her 
linnie  with   a   daughter  in   Romeo.      In   their 


family  are  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  living  and  are  now,  heads  of 
families.  Wells  A.,  of  Romeo,  bom  February 
18,  1834,  married  Blary  Hulbert.  Margaret, 
born  September  21,  1835,  married  Henry 
Rogers  and  after  his  death  became  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Stranahau.  They  live  in  Romeo 
and  have  six  children.  William,  born  March 
16,  1839,  married  Helen  Dows,  and  after  her 
death  wedded  Ennna  Welch.  They  live  in 
Ray  township.  Sary  Marie.  l>orn  July  15, 
1841,  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Richards.  George 
B.  is  the  next  of  the  family.  Josephine,  born 
December  12,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Stone,  of  Detroit,  and  has  five  children. 

George  B.  Rowley  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  no  event  of  special 
importance  occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of 
life  for  hiiii  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  attended 
the  djsliiet  schools  and  continued  to  assist 
ill  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead  farm 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  went  to  a  home  of  his  own.  He 
^redded  Miss  Elizabeth  Rose,  daughter  of  John 
and  Julia  (Fox)  Rose,  in  Ray  townsliip.  June 
7,  1870.  She  is  a  native  of  tliis  township 
bora  Febniary  24,  1844.  and  was  reared  and 
educated  here,  her  father  being  mnnbered 
among  the  earlv  settlors  of  1822,  coming  from 
Now  ^'ork. 

In  the  faniily  wore  the  following  children: 
Joseph  P.,  born  October  18.  1834,  married 
Clara  Freeman,  lives  in  Detroit  and  has  three 
children.  J.  Wesley,  bom  November  11, 1841. 
married  Julia  A.  Fox,  by  whom  ho  had  three 
children,  and  their  home  is  in  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan.  Luna  Tj.  Rose,  bom  November  '^0, 
1846,  is  the  widow  of  Austin  Bannister  and 
lives  in  Davis.  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Rowley  was  a  teacher  for  several  years 
prior  to  her  marriage  and  is  a  lady  of  superior 
culture  and  refinement,  always  interested  in 
intellectual  development.  She  went  as  a  bride 
to  her  husband's  home,  and  they  continued 
to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  farm  for  a 
year  and  then  removed  to  Armada  township, 
whore  he  rented  land  for  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  Ray  township  and  rented  the  place 
which  he  now  owns  continuing  its  cultivation 
for  two  years.  He  afterward  leased  and 
operated  a  farm  in  Washington  township  for 
two  years  and  the  succeeding  years  were  spent 
hy  him  in  Bruce  township.  He  next  lived  in 
Romeo  for  a  year  and  in  1882  he  bought  a 
farm  which  lie  now  owns,  locating  thereon  in 
that  year.  Tie  at  once  began  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation  and  year  by  year 
ha.s  conliinied  the  worl;  of  improvement  until 
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lie  iiiiw  has  ini  exci'ilciit  property.  Thf  house 
has  boon  rebuilt,  two  barns  have  been  built, 
fences  have  also  been  constriieted,  the  land 
has  been  tiled,  an  orchanl  has  heen  planti;d, 
and  altogether  the  ei|nipiiients  of  the  farm 
are  such  as  are  foiunl  upon  it  inmU'l  property. 
In  1890  he  rented  the  fnnii  and  leased  a  rosi- 
tlenee  property  in  Roniro,  wlicre  he  lived  re- 
tired for  one  or  two  years,  lie  then  ajrain 
took  charge  of  his  farm,  «liieli  \w  eondneted 
with  the  assistanee  of  hired  liel|.  nntil  11)05. 
lie  now  owns  his  own  hoiiie  in  Romeo. 

^Ir.  !H]il  .Mivs.  Uowley  have  heeonie  the  par- 
ents of  one  eliild.  Merton  K.,  who  is  a  traveling 
.snlesniaii  with  headqnartei's  in   Detroit.     Mr. 
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of  the  :\letho(li'^t 
is  in  the  life  liistofv  of  .Mr.  Howlev  niueh  that 
is  eoiutiiendahle  and  worthy  of  emulation. 
foi'  he  stiii'ted  i>iit  a  pour  man  and  bv  eoiMinn- 
anee  of  labor,  fnmalitv  and  e<^onoinv.  eoin- 
hiiied  with  iroiid  Imsiness  iiHlunieiit.  has 
steadilv  ndvai]ird  until  la-  oeeupies  a  emlita- 
hle  place  amon-'  (he  siilislantial  residents  of 
Ihis  part  of  the  state.  His  fellow  townsmen 
have  always  foninl  him  ti'ustwortliv  and  he 
eertainlv  desei'Ves  the  t-dmewhat  trite,  Init 
hoiioi'ed'  Anieriean  title  of  a  self-made  luan. 


HDWIN  K.  fONXOU. 

Kdwin  E.  Coniior  was  born  Febriiaiy  13, 
IS.")!),  on  tile  old  fannly  homestead  in  Shelby 
lownship,  wiiere  he  yet  lives,  his  parents  being 
David  and  Sarah  (Price)  Connor,  The 
father  was  born  in  Qtiebee,  Canada,  October 
2i),  1813,  and  removed  from  the  state  of  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  1836,  settling  in  Utica. 
11  is  ehiUDiootl  and  youth  were  passed  in  New 
Voi'k  city  and  there  he  learned  the  trade  of 
<'i>ach  building  and  foll()wing  his  removal  to 
Utica  he  engaged  iii  carriage  making.  He 
remained  a  resident  of  Utica  for  almut  ten 
,\ears  and  during  that  time  was  married,  in 
1842,  to  Miss  Sarah  Price.  Four  years  later 
they  removed  to  the  old  Price  farm,  her 
father  having  died  in  1838.  Mrs.  Connor 
had  three  sisters  and  seven  brothel's  of  whom 
Phillip  is  still  living  at  Marlette,  Michigan, 
being  a  retired  farmer  there.  Adam  Price, 
Mr.s.  Connor's  father,  was  one  of  the  valued 
pioneer  residents  of  the  connt.v  and  he  built 
the  second  house  in    I'tiea   and  also  the  first 


mill,  lie  came  to  Michigan  from  Rochester, 
New  York,  traveling  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal 
and  on  a  steamboat  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit 
and  thence  by  ox-team  to  Royal  Oak,  where 
he  was  entertained  by  a  family  who  lived  in 
a  log  honse  of  one  room,  beds  being  made 
upon  the  floor  to  aceoimnodate  the  guests. 
After  reaching  Utica  Air.  Price  lived  witli  his 
brother,  Jacob  Price,  whose  house  was  the  first 
in  the  town,  it  standing  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied h,v  the  store  owned  by  Ceorge  Rolwrson. 
There  was  only  one  house  between  Utica  and 
"Washington  and  there  was  no  railroad,  not 
even  a  wagon  road — oidv  an  old  Indian  trail. 
Jlany  of  the  red  men  .--till  lived  in  the  st.ate, 
there  being  two  Imndivd  of  them  encamped 
id  I'tiea  on  their  way  to  get  presents  to  be 
giviai  them  by  the  government.  There  were 
hears  anit  wolves  in  the  forests  and  frei|uenlly 
large  herds  of  deer  were  seen,  while  les-er 
game  was  to  be  had  in  abundance.  The  i'l'iee 
family  endured  all  the  hardships  iiieidi'tU  lo 
piorLeer  lite  and  also  enjoyed  many  pleasures 
sueh  as  are  unknown  at  the  pre^enl  day,  .Mrs, 
Connor  attended  school,  being  a  stutlent  in 
an  old  log  sehoolhonse.  The  teaeher  was  .Mr. 
WhitLnore  who  pive  instruetion  in  readin:r, 
writing,  arithira-tie  and  grammar.  Old 
fashioned  sjielliiig  matehes  were  held  in  which 
everybody  in  llie  neighlioi'hiar,!  participated 
and  Ihere  \vas  nnicli  |>li'asant  rivalry  through 
one's  ahilily  to  ^\n'\]  ami  some  good  spellers 
were  (n'oduced  in  this  way.  .Mr^.  Connoi 
eventually  lieeame  a  teaeher.  receiving  one 
dollar  per  week  for  teaching  school  for  six 
days  per  week.  One  <if  the  rooms  in  the  house 
was  used  foi-  school  purposes.  The  old  house 
is  still  standing  in  which  Mrs.  Connor  tatight 
school,  and  in  which  hei'  son,  Edwin  E.,  was 
born. 

Edwin  P>.  Connor  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Disco  and  Utica.  lie 
has  always  followed  farming,  having  been 
trained  in  early  manhood  to  the  labors  of 
field  and  meadow  so  that  practical  experience 
well  qualified  him  to  carry  on  his  work  after 
attaining  his  majority.  He  has  made  many 
excellent  improvements  on  the  old  homestead 
and  everything  about  the  place  is  in  good 
condition,  the  buildings  and  fences  always 
being  kept  in  repair  while  the  fields  produce 
good  craps.  He  has  here  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  rich  land  and  annually  secures 
golden  harv^ts  as  the  reward  for  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  his  farm. 

Mr.  Connor  was  married  to  Miss  Ella 
Ceorge,  who  was  a  daughter  of  J.  K.  George 
and    died    in    188fl.      For  his  second   wife  he 
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chose  Rachel  Cliiff,  a  daughter  of  Williaui 
and  Jane  (Griffin)  Cluff,  who  are  natives  of 
Canada.  This  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
1893  and  in  1896  a  child  was  born  unto  them 
but  died  the  same  year,  Mr,  Connor  is  a 
republican  in  his  political  views  and  has  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  for  three  years.  He 
was  also  at  one  time  school  inspector.  He  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  township  and 
county  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed 
and  he  is  to-day  classed  with  the  representa- 
tive farniiTS  here. 


GENERAL   COETEZ  FESSENDEN. 

General  Cortez  Fessenden,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  Romeo,  has  been  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Ma- 
comb county  and  a  resident  of  Michigan  for 
many  years.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
old  settlers  here,  dating  his  residence  in  the 
county  since  1846.  He  is  a  native  of  Can- 
ada, born  October  11,  1825.  His  father, 
Eben  Fessenden,  was  born  in  Worcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  descended 
from  English  ancestory,  two  brothers  hav- 
ing emigrated  from  the  "merrie  isle"  to  the 
new  world,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  Eben  Fessenden 
was  reared  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and 
when  a  young  man  went  to  Vermont,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Moss,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  was  reared  in 
the  Green  Mountain  state.  Mr.  Fes'^enden 
owned  land  in  both  Vermont  and  Canada 
and  for  some  years  he  resided  across  the 
border  in  Canada,  rearing  his  family  there 
and  spending  his  last  days  in  the  Dominion, 
His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

General  Fessenden  was  educated  in  Ver- 
mont and  Canada,  attending  the  common 
and  high  schools.  Study  at  home  has  also 
greatly  broadened  his  knowledge.  He  has 
long  been  a  close  and  earnest  student  and 
has  kept  in  touch  with  the  world's  progress 
and  with  the  great  questions  affecting  the  so- 
cial economic  policy  of  the  country.  When  a 
young  man  he  studied  Hurveyiag.  gaining  his 
knowledge  largely  by  practical  experience  in 
the  field  and  thus  he  became  an  expert  sur- 
veyor. He  came  to  Macomb  county  in  1846, 
cettling  first  at  Romeo,  where  he  taught  school 
through  the  succeeding  winter  and  also  con- 
tinued his  educational  work  for  a  number 
of  years  and  at  the  same  time  surveying  as 
opportunity  offered.  Ambitious  to  improve 
his  own  education  he  became  a  student  in 


the  academy  at  Romeo  after  it  was  estab- 
lished, and  subsequently  he  again  taught 
school.  In  1856  he  went  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  engaged  in  surveying,  open- 
ing an  office  in  a  room  ad.joining  the  room 
of  Abraliam  Lincoln,  with  whom  he  became 
personally  acquainted  and  a  warm  friend- 
ship sprung  up  between  them. 

General  Fessenden  remained  in  Illinois  for 
some  years  and  next  went  to  Dakota  on  a 
general  survey,  having  a  government  con- 
tract for  that  work  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged 
there,  after  which  he  returned  to  Romeo  and 
purchased  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for 
a  year.  On  selling  that  property  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  the  town,  where  he  lived 
until  1881,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent James  A,  Garfield  to  the  position  of 
surveyor  general  of  Dakota,  Here  he  had 
charge  of  an  engineering  corps  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  snrveyors  in  the  territory. 
In  fact  he  had  general  supervision  of  the 
work  in  that  line  and  the  letting  of  con- 
tracts and  for  four  years  he  continued  in 
the  position,  rendering  capable  service  by 
reason  of  his  ability  as  a  surveyor.  In  this 
county  he  was  elected  and  served  for  five 
terms  as  county  surveyor,  and  he  was  also 
elected  on  two  other  occasions,  but  refused 
to  qualify.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life, 
enjoying  a  rest  which  he  has  truly  earned 
and  richly  deserves. 

General  Fessenden  was  married  in  Romeo 
in  1863  to  Miss  Caroline  Sterling,  a  native 
of  Livingston  county.  New  York,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  her  girlhood  days  and  was 
here  reared.  Her  death  occurred  in  Romeo, 
in  March,  1877,  and  she  left  a  daughter, 
Agnes  L.,  who,  having  completed  the  high 
school  course  in  Romeo,  attended  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  from 
which  she  was  graduated.  She  now  holds 
a  life  certificate  for  this  state  and  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Romeo  for 
ten  or  twelve  year.s.  In  1881  General  Fes- 
senden was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Emma  Smith,  a  native  of 
this  state. 

When  age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  fran- 
chise he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  whig 
party  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  General  Winfield  Scott.  In  1860  he  sup- 
ported his  republican  friend,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, and  has  since  voted  for  each  republi- 
can nominee  of  the  republican  party.  He 
has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and  state  con- 
ventions iind  has  silways  been  interested  in 
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politiciil  (jut^stiiins.  lie  lias  resided  in  Romeo 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  for 
fifty-nine  years.  He  is  a  man  whom  to 
Imow  is  to  esteem  and  honor  because  of  his 
strength  of  cliaraeter,  his  upright  prioci- 
liles  and  his  fidelity  to  every  course  that  he 
has  helieved  to  he  right.  He  has  had  a  wide 
aeqiiaintance  among  prominent  men  and  has 
enjoy  I'd  their  friendship  because  he  was 
wdrtliy  of  their  rejtard.  He  is  to-day  classed 
with  till'  ]uoniH')-  residents  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty anil  ;is  orii'  of  its  representative  citizens 
(h'servi's  nii'ii1ii)ii  on  the  padres  of  its  history. 


AIM;  I 'ST  F.  KAISER. 

The  )ii>ili)ry  .if  I'ity,  state  oi-  nation  is  chierty 
til.'  chronicle  ,)f  tiK-  lives  and  deeds  of  those 
wild  have  i-ontViivd  honor  niid  ditrnltv  npoii 
.0,-iely.  Tlir  world  .jiidiies  flic  cliai'actVr  of  a 
,-oiiiiriiiiiilv  l>v  thiit  of  its  iv|ir(seiitative  eiti- 
yyn^  and  Ak-iisI  K.  Kjumt  was  tmiiihered 
itiiioni.'  tlio^e  wlio-ie  works  aiul  acts  constitute 
tlie  record  of  Mniuit  (.■h-aiciis'  prosi>i'i-itv  and 
]iride.  He  dicii  .JaiHiary  C,  li)ll2.  at  the  coni- 
paivitively  early  niic  of  forty-eieht  years,  hut 
liis  entire  life  was  Kpeiil  in  .Macoiiil)  county 
and  all  who  hiiew  him — iin<l  liis  ae(iiiaintance 
was  a  wide  one — entertained  fur  him  nminali- 
fied  regard  and  esteem.  His  educational  priv- 
ileges were  somewhat  limited,  but  reading. 
e.Niierience  and  obser\-ation  broadened  his 
knowledge  in  later  litV.  lie  was  earlv  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  and  in  this  wav  t.'airied  his 
start  in  the  hiisijiess  world.  For  a  Ions'  period 
lie  was  identified  with  the  hnsiness  interests  of 
.\e\v  Haven  and  he  served  as  postiiuister  there 
under  the  ailiiiinistratioii  of  President  Harri- 
son, in  ]Sft4  he  reiDoved  to  :\lonnt  Clemens. 
npim  lieins;'  eleeli^d  coinitv  treasurer  on  the 
le   was   iT-cleeled   in   ISiKi 
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retired  from  ollicc  as  lie  had  entered  it— witli 
the  trust  and  good  will  of  all  eoiieorned.  He 
then  associated  himself  with  Thomas  Broome 
and  estal)lished  a  genei'al  erockery  and  china- 
ware  store,  heeomiiig  Hie  senior  partner  of 
Kniser  &  Hniome.  The  business  is  still  con- 
ducted under  the  old  tii>ni  name  at  No.  49 
North  Walnut  street,  in  .Mount  Clemens.  JCrs. 
Kaiser  slill  retainiuir  the  former  interest,  of 
iier  iiiisband  in  the  hnsiness.  Owing  to  fail- 
in;;  health  for  sevi-ral  monlbs  prior  to  his 
demise.  .Mr.  Kaiser  was  not  aetivelv  engaged 
in  the  conduct  of  the  store.  His  condition  was 
iiften  critical  an<l  he  suhniitted  lo  a  succession 
of  opei'ations.     A   recovery  was  never  antici- 


pated, hut  relief  conkl  only  he  obtained 
through  these  operations  and  ultimately  he 
passed  away  in  Harper  Hospital,  in  Detroit. 
It  was  on  the  Sth  of  October,  1882.  that  Jlr. 
Kaiser  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
II.  Hopkins,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Hiana  (Price)  Hopkins,  of  Maeomb  county, 
who  were  natives  of  England  and  on  emigrat- 
ing to  America  settled  first  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  whence  tfii'v  removed  to  Maeomb  countv 
in  18r>5.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kaiser  became  the 
parent-  of  one  daughter,  tiraee.  who  was 
graduated  fnmi  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  with  the  class  of  1904,  and  is 
now  !\  teacher  of  languages  in  the  high  school 
at  .Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Kaiser  belonged  to 
Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  wi!s  also  iilentified  with  the  Knights  of  the 
^laecalH'es.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  judg- 
ment and  of  .sterling  worth.  His  career 
|)roved  that  tlie  only  true  success  in  life  is 
that  which  is  aeeomplished  by  personal  effort 
and  emi-,  ,■  I'^i,-  iinluslrv.     It  also  jiroved  that 
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as  an  inspiration  lo  the  youth  of  this  and 
futui'e  generations  and  to  teach  that  success 
is  ambition's  answer.  He  was  devoted  to  his 
family  and  while  his  many  friends  recognized 
his  many  excellent  traits  of  character,  his  best 
<iualities  were  reserved  for  the  members  of  his 
household. 


LOnS  F.  WOLF, 

Louis  K.  Wolf,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware hnsiness  in  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native 
of  Otter  Lake,  Micliigan.  born  January  8, 
1S8(>,  and  is  a  sou  of  Frederick  L.  and  Emma 
(Schott)  Wolf,  who  were  natives  of  Roseville 
and  Waldeiihurg.  .Michigan,  respeet-ively.  The 
former  was  horn  December  11,  1862,  and  was 
a  son  of  Frederick  Wolf,  who  was  a  native  of 
(Jerniany  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  thirteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  JIacomb  county  and  is 
now  living  in  .Mount  Clemens,  heiijg  one  of  the 
leading  and  valued  pioneer  residents  of  this 
part,  of  the  state.  Ilis  son,  Frederick  L.  Wolf, 
was  the  fourih  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
eight  children  and  after  acquiring  his  educa- 
tion in  the  pnbhc  schools  he  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  later  followed 
in  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  became  a  resident 
of  Mount  Clemens  in  1887  and  here  estab- 
lished   a    hardware    business    in    1895.      This 
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business  is  now  located  !it  No.  76  Macoinb 
street  and  is  conducted  by  his  son,  Louis  F., 
who  has  been  manager  since  August  1,  1903, 
Mr.  Wolf  has  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
place  in  business  circles  and  enjoys  the  entire 
confidence  oi  the  community.  In  early  man- 
hood he  married  Einina  Schott,  a  da\ighter  of 
John  Schott,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Her  father 
was  proprietor  of  a  lumber  mill  at  "Walden- 
burg  and  at  Otter  Lake  for  several  years. 
Unto  Mr,  and  Jlrs,  Frederick  L.  "Wolf  were 
born  five  children :  Louis  F.,  Elma,  Arthur. 
Dora  and  Ella,  but  the  youngest  died  in  19(11. 
at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Louis  F.  Wolf  pur:-iued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  Miles  Business  Col- 
lege of  Mount  Clemens.  He  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  elerk  in  his  father's 
hardware  store  in  1899,  and  served  in  ttiat 
capacity  until  he  was  made  manager  on  the 
lat  of  August,  1903,  beiuft  then  but  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  is  a  younjj  man  of  marked 
enterprise  and  executive  abilitv  possessing 
the  spirit  of  eni.rg\  which  his  been  the  domi- 
nant faetoi  in  the  upbuilding  oi  the  middle 
west.  He  is  a  incmbLr  of  the  berman  Luth- 
eran ehuich  and  is  president  >t  the  Young 
People's  Society  of  that  oiganization  An 
advocate  rf  pio_ie  s  iiid  inipio\eiuent  he  is 
in  his  own  career  making  steady  advancement 
along  material,  intellectual  and  moral  lines 
and  he  commands  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all  who  know  him. 


FLOYD  E,  ANDHEWS. 

Floyd  E.  Andrews,  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law  in  New  Baltimore,  was  born  in  Bergen, 
Genesee  county.  New  York,  August  8,  1866, 
a  son  of  George  J,  and  Marion  J,  Andrews,  the 
former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  more 
specifically  literary  education  was  completed 
by  graduation  from  the  high  school  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  with  the  class  of  1886,  and 
then  having  determined  to  make  the  practice 
of  law  his  life  work  he  became  a  student  in 
the  office  and  under  the  direction  of  Meehem, 
Hulbert  &  Meehem,  attorneys  of  Battle  Creek, 
heing  admitted  to  the  bar  November  9,  1889. 

Mr,  Andrews  has  been  a  resident  of  Michi- 
gan since  1871,  at  which  time  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  state,  the  family  home 
being  established  on  a  farm  near  Battle  Creek, 
and  while  a  schoolboy  his  vacation  months 
were  largely  spent  in  assisting  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  fields  and  the  harvesting  of  erop.s. 
Following  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  en- 


tered upon  the  practice  of  law  and  in  January, 
1891,  he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  in  the 
corporation  division  of  the  secretary  of  state's 
office,  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  under  Daniel  E. 
Soper,  which  position  he  filled  until  there 
occurred  a  change  in  the  administration.  He 
was  then  transferred,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1893,  to  the  insurance  department  under  Will- 
iam E,  Magill,  then  commissioner  of  insur- 
ance, to  assist  in  the  compilation  of  his  report 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  six  months, 
when  liis  superior  officer  was  succeeded  by  a 

In  -Inly,  1893,  Mr.  Andrews  removed  to 
Jlontanji,  where  he  remained  for  seven  months 
when  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  later 
opened  a  law  office  at  Morley,  Mecosta 
county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1897.  He  then  removed  to  New  Balti- 
more, where  he  has  continued  in  the  practiei' 
of  law  ever  since,  having  now  a  good  clientage 
of  an  important  character.  As  a  law  student 
he  was  thorough  and  in  his  practice  he  is 
painstaking  and  practical  in  the  preparation 
of  his  cases,  carefully  weighing  the  evidence, 
and  the  law  applicable  thereto,  and  present- 
ing his  cause  in  a  clear,  logical  form. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  ever  given  an  unfalter- 
ing sujiport  to  the  democratic  party.  He  was 
a  candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ma- 
comb county  in  1897  and  1899  and  for  rep- 
resentative to  the  state  legislature  in  1901, 
but  was  defeated  with  the  entire  ticket.  He 
is  now  i>resident  of  the  village.  He  holds 
iMcniliership  with  the  Modern  Maccabees,  was 
eoiomander  of  the  local  tent  for  four  yearn 
and  representative  to  the  great  camp  in  1899 
and  1903.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp.  He  was  married,  Ju],v  6, 
1890,  to  Winifred  W.  Westfall,  of  Hudson. 
Michigan,  and  they  are  prominent  socially  in 
New  Baltimore.  Mr.  Andrews  is  interested 
in  all  the  questions  of  the  day  which  affect 
local  progress  or  the  national  welfare,  is  a 
man  of  broad  mind  and  has  had  no  little  in- 
fluence in  molding  public  thought  and  action 
in  his  locality. 


FRANK  X.  TOUSCANY. 

Prank  X,  Touseany,  whose  success  and 
prominence  in  business  circles  is  the  indica- 
tion of  an  activity  in  commercial  life  that 
brooks  no  obstacles,  was  bom  in  Harrison 
township,  Macomb  county,  November  20, 
1877,  his  parents  being  Amand  and  Amelia 
(Stark)    Touscaiiy,   the   former  a   native   of 
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I\laaiit]b  (loniity,  imd  the  latter  of  (ii^niiiiny. 
Till'  Toiiscany  family,  however,  is  ot  French 
linear  and  representatives  of  the  name  came 
to  Miehi<tan  at  an  early  day,  taking  a  promi- 
nent part  iu  the  development  and  progre^  of 
Macomb  county.  Amand  Toiiscany  was  a 
farmer  who  followed  his  occnpation  in  Harri- 
son township  for  a  long  period.  He  wedded 
Miss  Amelia  StafU  aiul  they  became  the 
patTJit.'^  of  seven  eliildreii:  Frank  X.;  Jacob, 
who  is  liviti;.'  in  .Mount  Clemens;  Amand  and 
Louis,  of  JJoiint  Clemens;  Louisa  W.,  the 
wife  of  Edward  Irwin,  of  Jloiint  Clemens; 
-\nna,  the  wife  of  Anthony  Ilaller.  of  this 
city;  and  Nellie,  at  home. 

.Mr.  Touscany  piirsiied  his  education  in  the 
pi]|*lii'  seliools  of  Itloimt  Clemens,  continuing 
there  initil  he  had  completed  a  high  school 
eoui'se,  and  he  also  pursued  a  business  course 
in  I>etroit  Business  University,  in  1895.  In 
liis  youth,  when  his  time  was  not  occupied 
Uy  his  text-books,  he  worked  upon  the  home 
fiirm  ;ii]d  when  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age  he 
iieeepled  the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the 
linti  of  Ilaller  &  Company,  of  Moimt  Clem- 
ens, acting  in  that  capacity  for  three  and  a 
li;df  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
lie  began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
dealer  in  groceries,  meats  and  provisions.  He 
becaiiH'  associated  in  partnership  with  An- 
tliniiv  Seiberf,  mulei-  the  firm  name  of  Seibert 
it  Tnusi-anv.  tliei}'  store  being  located  in  the 
('zi/.el;  block,  from  June,  1902.  until  March 
'AO.  1903,  when  they  purchased  the  groeei'y, 
meat  and  provision  biisiness  of  August  Prin- 
ixhitx,  at  No.  75  North  Walnut  street,  to  which 
place  they  removed,  adding  this  stock  to  the 
one  which  they  had  previously  purchased.  A 
large  and  constantly  increasing  business  has 
been  the  result,  and  during  the  past  year  their 
sales  amounted  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  theirs  being  one  of  the  leading  mercan- 
tile enterprises  of  tlie  kind  in  Mount  Clemens. 
On  the  1st  of  October.  1902,  Sir.  Touscany 
\vas  married  to  Lillian  W.  Schanher,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frank  Schanher,  of  Detroit.  She  died 
Keptember  24,  1901-i,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
year.s,  leaving  a  son,  Clifford  J.  Mr.  Tous- 
cany belongs  to  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevo- 
lent Association  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
lie  is  an  energetic  young  business  man  of 
l\ro\int  Clemens,  progressive  and  alive  to  the 
interests  that  engage  his  attention,  and  what- 
e\er  he  undertakes  he  carries  forward  to  suc- 
cessful ciiiiipletind,  liaving  the  ability  to  in- 
stitiili'  new  uictliiHl-i  where  none  exist  and  to 
lUili/^e  opjKiiUuiilies  to  his  own  advantage. 
Moreover,    liis    busiiiess    methods   are   strictly 


fair  and  will  bear  closest  investigation  and 
scrutiny  and  the  house  of  which  he  is  part 
owner  bears  an  enviable  reputation  in  trade 
circles. 


JOSEPH  WELLEU. 

Joseph  Weller,  having  put  aside  the  duties 
and  labors  connected  with  the  trade  of  car- 
pentering, is  now  living  retired  in  Romeo. 
ilis  life  record  began  July  4,  1831,  in  Ches- 
terfield township,  where  his  father,  Elisha 
Weller,  located  in  early  pioneer  times.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  county.  New  Jersey,  in 
1800,  and  was  a  son  of  George  Welter,  who 
was  of  (jcrman  ancestry.  Elisha  Weller  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  .vouth  in  the 
state  of  his  nativity  and  was  nmrried  there 
to  Miss  Maria  Vanetta,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Philadelphia,  where  she  remained  up  to  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  The  year  1831  wit- 
nessed their  arrival  in  the  state  of  Michigan 
and  they  located  in  Chesterfield  township.  Ma- 
comb eonnty,  where  Mr.  Weller  secured  three 
tracts  of  land  of  eighty  acres  each,  making  the 
purchase  from  the  government.  He  cut  the 
first  stick  of  timber  iipon  this  place  and  con- 
tinued to  clear  away  the  trees  until  there  was 
a  space  sufBcient  to  plant  a  crop.  As  time 
passed  he  continued  his  work  of  preparing  the 
soil  for  cidtivation  and  later  rich  harvests  re- 
warded his  labors.  He  always  remained  upon 
his  farm,  where  his  death  occurred  in  March, 
1903.  lie  had  long  survived  his  wife,  who 
died  in  1863.  Their  family  numbered  ten 
children  who  reached  adidt  age  and  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens ;  George,  who  owns  and  operates  a  part  of 
the  oki  liomestead  farm;  Mrs,  Sarah  A.  Sav- 
age, living  in  Mount  Clemens:  Mrs.  Catherine 
JI.  Wyckoff,  a  widow,  residing  in  Detroit, 
and  Mary  IT.,  the  wife  of  Thurston  Knight,  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Those  deceased  are:  Will- 
iam, who  was  married  and  lived  in  Chester- 
field township  Tintil  his  death  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years:  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years;  Elizabeth,  who  he- 
came  the  wife  of  Jacob  Brand  and  died  about 
1895,  and  John  C,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Chesterfield  township  and  died  in  November 
1904. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Joseph 
Weller  we  present  to  our  readers  one  whose 
long  residence  and  active  life  in  Macomb 
county  have  gained  him  a  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance.    He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
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the  township  of  his  nativity  and  attended 
the  coiniiiou  sehools  there.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  which  he  followed  in  early 
life  in  connection  with  farm  work.  He  after- 
warci  bouftht  a  fanii  of  eighty  acres  adjoining 
his  father'H  place  and  there  he  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
also  assisted  in  the  operntion  of  the  old  home- 
stead. In  January,  1865,  he  wm  married  in 
Armada  to  Miss  Jennet  Kennedy,  who  was 
born,  reareni  and  educated  in  Armada  town- 
ship, a  daughter  of  T.  P.  Kennedy,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  Empire  state.  In  the 
fall  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Weller  pur- 
chased the  sash,  door  and  Idind  factoi'v  at 
Romeo  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law, 
A.  Kennedy,  and  was  in  that  business  for 
seven  or  eight  yeai's,  when  he  sold  out.  Sub- 
sequently he  followed  the  carpentering  trade 
during  the  building  Kcason.  lie  bought  a  res- 
idence which  he  now  <)ccupie:<,  made  extensive 
and  substantial  improvements  thei-eon  and 
now  has  a  v.-cv  eonil'ortal)U'  and  desjt-ablc 
lionic, 

Mr.  \V<.-llei-  is  inter<.sted  in  public,  pro^'iTSK 
ahrag  all  lines  of  permaru'iit  beiu'tit  and  eon- 
tributes  generoiisly  to  the  support  ol'  tlie 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  <it  which  his 
wife  is  a  memner.  lie  Juts  spent  Jiis  entire 
life  in  this  county  and  is  largely  familiar 
with  the  history  of  its  gniwth  and  upbuilding. 
He  assisted  in  the  construct  ion  of  the  tJrand 
Trunk  Railroad  and  has  been  identified  with 
many  public  interests  that  have  pi'oven  iif 
marked  value  lo  the  (-i)iinty.  Me  votes  with 
the  repnbliean  party  and  although  he  haw 
never  sought  nor  desired  ofRee  he  has  always 
been  a  useful  citizen,  living  an  exeniplaiy  life 
and  having  the  good  will  and  trust  of  the 
entire  comuninity. 


VICTOR  A.  MOROSS. 

Victor  A.  Moross  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  earliest  families  of  Michigan,  and 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Henry  of  iN'avarre 
of  France,  whence  representatives  of  the 
name  came  to  America  at  a  very  early  day. 
The  great-grandfather,  Antoine  Moross, 
having  come  to  this  continent  with  Mont- 
calm's army,  was  in  command  of  a  portion  of 
it  during  the  battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
in  1763.  After  the  surrender  of  Montcalm, 
he,  with  a  number  of  the  higher  officers,  came 
to  Detroit.  He  was  the  first  of  the  name  to 
settle  in  Michigan,  taking  np  his  abode  in 
Wayne  county  on  the  Detroit  river,  opposite 


what  is  now  laiOAvn  as  lielle  Isle.  He  was 
the  father  of  .seven  children,  the  eldest  being 
his  son,  Ignace  Moross,  who  took  up  his 
abode  at  the  month  of  the  Clinton  river  in 
1807,  At  one  time  he  was  known  as  the 
largest  seed  wheat  raiser  in  Michigan.  lie 
also  was  the  owner  of  the  first  boat  that  plied 
on  this  river,  making  frequent  trips  from  its 
mouth  to  Detroit,  lie  was  born  in  Wa,vm' 
county,  .Michigan,  and  spent  his  entire  life, 
between  Deti'oit  and  Mount  Clemens,  living 
at  various  points.  He  was  a  contractor  and 
builder.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  tlu'  war 
of  1812,  being  a  captain  of  the  artillery,  \U- 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Mackinaw, 
and  at  the  time  the  English  captured  Detroit 
he  was  made  a  prisoner.  While  a  prisoner 
of  war  he  was  forced  to  assist  in  hewing  the 
timber  to  build  one  of  the  war  vessels  for 
the  English  that  took  an  active  part  in  the 
battle  on  Ijake  Erie,.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  home,  then  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Clinton  river.  In  later  years 
he  and  his  son,  Antoine  Moross,  the  fallier 
of  our  subject,  were  the  first  to  raft  lumber 
through  Lake  St,  Clair  to  Detroit.  He  was 
n  gi'cat  horseman,  at  one  time  owning  the 
fastest  horse  between  Monroe  and  St.  Clair. 
His  deatli  occurred  when  he  had  reacheil 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  being 
buried  at  (Jrosse  Pointe,  in  Wajiie  county. 

Antoine  Moross,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Wavne  eoujitv.  Miehiiran.  ainl 
was  taken  to  Macomb  cnuntv  liv  his  fallu^r, 
Ignace  Moross.  when  twelve  years  of  age. 
and  dnring  his  business  career,  followed 
farming  and  lumbering.  He  was  commis- 
sioned ensign  of  volunteers  by  Lewis  Cass, 
in  1827,  and  proved  a  very  efficient  officer 
during  several  encounters  with  the  Indians, 
and  was  held  in  great  respect  by  them, 
being  called  by  them,  "Twenashas,"  mean- 
ing "Heap  Big  Chief."  This  name  he  re- 
ceived because  of  his  utter  fearlessness  of 
them.  It  is  related  that  at  one  time,  after 
one  of  their  raids,  he  went  among  them, 
single-handed  and  alone,  and  recovered  cat- 
tle and  horses  which  they  had  stolen,  and  ad- 
ministered a  reprimand  to  them.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Cecelia  Trembly,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Trombly,  and  settled  at  the  month  of 
the  Clinton  river,  until  1829,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  just  outside  of  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens.  He  helped  survey  the  niili- 
tary  state  road  from  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot, 
now  known  as  Gratiot  road.  His  wife  en- 
joyed the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
woman    who   rode   from    Mount   Clemens  to 
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IJi'iroit,  after  the  roiid  had  been  cut  throiigh 
■a  vast  forest  of  solid  timber,  not  passing  a 
single  liotise  on  her  jonrney.  He  was  closely 
iiftMociated  with  the  material  development 
of  Maeomb  county,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  while  his  wife  passed 
iiway  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  They 
H-ere  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
\'ictor  A.,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Tliofi<>  living'  jire :  Ti;iiace,  of  New  Balti- 
Tiioi-r;  Vidoi'.  iuid  Mary,  the  wife  of  Frank 
I'revost,  of  Mduiit  Clemens.  Those  deceased 
are  Ann,  -loseiih  and  Calista. 

Victoi'  A..  .Moross  was  born  in  Mount 
{■leiin-iiH.  February  17,  18:};^,  bein<i  the  tliird 
ueiieciitiiiji  of  .Morosses  born  in  Miithipaii, 
lie  iiiTcsiicd  his  edneatioii  in  the  tlisirict 
scliDols  of  Momit  Cleiiicns  and  in  N(itro  Daiiic 
Ciiivei'sitv.  of  Indiana,  where  he  <'oiiipleteil 
his  studies  in  1854.  lie  aflerwaivl  en^^;lsed 
in  fanning  on  land  wliieh  is  now  incbidinl 
in  the  city  limits  of  .Mount  Clemens.  Later 
lie  went  to  Detroit  and  learned  the  mason's 
t  fade,  and  associated  with  his  brother  Joseph 
A.  in  the  contracting  and  building  line.  At 
that  time  they  were  among  the  foremost  of 
Detroit's  contractors.  After  several  years 
lie  returned  to  Jlount  Clemens,  following  the 
same  line  of  business,  and  erected  a  number 
of  the  prominent  buildings,  inchiding  the 
Chambers  and  Stewart  building,  the  Mount 
('leniens  Brewery,  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Medea  Cottage  and  the  Lexington 
Hotel,  which  was  erected  for  his  private  res- 
idence and  which  was  used  as  a  county  build- 
ing during  the  erection  of  the  Macomb 
troimty  courthouse  in  1880.  Kis  excellent 
workmanship  and  his  fidelity  to  the  terms 
of  his  contracts  secured  him  a  liberal  patron- 
age, and  one  which  he  justly  deserved.  lie 
in  now  living  a  retired  life,  having  secured  a 
comfortable  competence  as  the  result  of  his 
enterprise  and  well  directed  efforts. 

On  the  aOth  of  April,  1866,  Mr.  Moross  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Philomena 
ljaba.die,  who  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
George  A.  and  Helena,  now  deceased;  Cecilia 
11.,  the  wife  of  David  Grandy;  Charles  V., 
]iroprietor  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Transfer 
Company;  May  Belle  Marie;  Margaret  R., 
and  Victoria  Gloria.  Mr.  Moross  is  a  demo- 
erat  in  his  political  views  and  he  served  for 
three  years  as  township  treasurer.  He  has 
also  been  a  delegate  to  the  county  and  state 
conventions,  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  success  and  growth  of  his  party. 
He  belongs  to  the  Blount  Clemens  Hunting 


and  Fishing  Club,  and  in  fact  was  one  of  its 
organizers.  He  belongs  to  the  "Old  Crowd," 
to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  is  a  member 
of  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church.  He  represents 
one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  the  Moross  family  hav- 
ing had  much  to  do  with  its  early  settlement, 
with  the  clearing  of  the  timber,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  land  and  with  the  work  of  re- 
claiming this  district  for  the  imrpose  of 
civilization.  Mr.  Moross  reealls  many  inci- 
dents concerning  the  early  days  when  in  his 
boyhood  he  became  familiar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  pioneer  life.  His  has  been  an 
honorable,  useful  and  active  career,  and  he 
may  well  lie  elassed  M-itli  tlie  reprosentativd- 
men  and  valueil  eiii/ens  of  .Mount  Clemens, 
Miehi-an. 


KKRDlXA.Xn  AVOLFF. 

Ferciiiunid  WollV  is  ;i  ii;itive  of  Fridberg, 
(lerniimv.  l>oni  Srplfmher  8,  IHUl.  his  parents 
being  John  anil  .\hiiy  i,S(-limidt)  Wolff,  who 
were  also  iiiilives  of  that  coinitry,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives,  and  the  father  be- 
longed to  a  family  of  six  children,  he  being 
the  eldest.  All  lived  and  died  in  Germany, 
John  Wolff  passing  away  in  1848,  when  fifty- 
one  years  of  age.  His  son,  Eobert  Wolff, 
came  from  Germany  to  America  in  1864  and 
followed  the  shoemaker's  trade  in  Bay  City, 
j\lichigan,  where  he  yet  resides. 

Ferdinand  Wolff,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  his  native  land  and  pursued  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  there.  He 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death.  Eventually  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, believing  that  he  might  have  better  busi- 
ness opportunities  in  the  new  world.  It  was 
in  1863  that  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating 
in  New  Baltimore,  Maeomb  county,  where  he 
followed  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  had 
learned  in  Germany,  having  entered  upon  an 
apprenticeship  to  that  work  when  thirteen 
years  of  age.  Opening  a  shoe  shop  in  Mount 
Clemens  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1863, 
he  conducted  business  in  that  way  until  1885, 
wheu  he  established  a  general  shoe  store  which 
he  has  since  conducted  at  his  present  location, 
Diiring  the  year  1903  he  remodeled  and  en- 
larged the  store  and  now  has  a  very  attractive 
place  of  business  in  which  he  is  enjoying  a 
good  patronage. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1855,  Mr.  Wolff  was 
married  to  Amelia  Lambrecht,  a  daughter  of 
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John  Lambreeht,  a  native  of  (Jennany,  the 
family  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1S64 
and  settling  in  Macomb  county.  lie  after- 
ward went  to  Bay  City,  Michigan,  and  later 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1893, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  The  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Wolff  are  as  follows: 
Godhelp  Lambreeht,  who  is  a  clergyman  of  a 
Geriuau  Evangelical  church  in  Chicago; 
John,  who  is  pastor  of  a  German  Evangelical 
church  in  Detroit;  Gustav,  who  is  living  at 
Frankfort  Station,  Illinois,  also  a  pastor  of 
the  German  Evangelical  church;  Charles, 
Julius  and  Edward,  who  are  shoemakers  of 
Bay  City,  Michigan. 

In  1904  5Ir.  "Wolff  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  23d  of 
July,  of  that  year,  when  seventy-eight  years 
of  age.  Their  children  were:  Anuie,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Kettler,  of  Blount  Clemens; 
Richard,  of  this  city ;  August  J.,  who  is  in  bus- 
iness with  his  father;  Augusta,  who  died  in 
Germany;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Rudolph  Oesterieh,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
died  in  November,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Charles;  and  Herman.  Mr.  Wolff 
also  has  three  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. The  grandchildren  are:  Fer- 
dinand A.  and  Ilerma  Wolff,  children  of 
Herman  Wolff,  and  Harry,  son  of  Richard 
Wolff',  while  the  great-grandchildren  are 
Bernard  and  Walter,  sons  of  Barney  Uiehl. 

Ferdinand  Wolff  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Arbei- 
ter  Unterstulzungs  Society.  He  is  a  high 
type  of  the  Oerman-American  citizen,  who. 
on  leaving  the  fatherland,  has  become  a  loyal 
advocate  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  prog- 
ress of  the  country  and  assisting  in  the  local 
improvement.  He  has  advanced  in  his  busi- 
ness career  thi-ough  faithful,  honest  labor  and 
is  recognized  as  a  valued  citizen,  kind  and 
indiilgent  to  his  family,  generous  with  his 
friends  and  loyal  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him. 

Atigiist  J.  Wolff,  who  is  in  partnership  with 
his  father  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  was 
bom,  January  4,  1871,  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  Mount  Clemens 
and  in  a  private  school,  and  he  entered  upon 
his  business  career  in  his  father's  store,  being 
admitted  to  partnership  in  1893,  under  the 
firm  name  of  P.  Wolff  &  Son.  The  business 
has  prospered  as  the  years  have  gone  by  and 
they  are  now  enjoying  a  gratifying  patronage. 
On  the  6th  of  April,  1899,  August  Wolff  was 
married    to    Julio    Bobcean,    a   daughter   of 


Charles  Bobcean,  of  Macomb  county,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Elmer  A.  August  J.  Wolff 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fratcf- 
nity  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  is  also  connected  witli  tln'  tire  deparl- 
ment  of  Mount  Clemens. 


LEWIH  P.  .MAY,  .M.  D. 

Lewis  P.  May,  ivpiTsi'iitiii^''  tb('  ;iiedi«>l 
fraternity  as  cine  of  its  leading  uiembers  and 
a  man  influential  in  coimnunity  affairs  in  New 
IJaltiiHore,  was  born  in  Charleston,  Tioga 
county.  Pennsylvania,  April  1,  1854,  his 
parents  being  David  B.  and  Marie  (French) 
May,  the  former  a  native  of  New  IlampHhire 
and  the  latter  of  Comiecticut.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Waldo  Jlay,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.  In  1857  the 
parents  removed  to  Ingham  county.  IMichigiin. 
where  the  father  spent  his  hisl  days,  ili'vntirij.' 
his  time  and  energies  to  farmiiiir.  lie  died  In 
the  year  1894  and  is  yet  survived  by  bis  wife. 

Dr.  Blay  was  educated  in  the  public  schewls 
of  his  native  town  until  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  accompanied  hia  parents  on  their  re- 
:iioval  to  this  state.  He  sifterward  continued 
his  studies  in  Ingham  county  iiiuf  |iin-Nii<d  ^i 
eour.ie  in  the  high  school  at  -Shison,  .Mi<-liiiri)n, 
His  early  youth  was  spent  upuii  IiJh  f;itbi.'i-"s 
farm  and  in  later  years  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  farm  work  through  the  summer 
mouths,  while  in  winter  seasons  he  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Ingham  county,  following  thiit 
profession  through  Ave  winter  terms.  De- 
siring, however,  to  make  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine his  life  work  he  entered  upon  his  study 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  II.  H.  Cook,  of 
Mason,  Michigan,  and  further  continued  his 
course  in  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1881. 
He  then  began  practice  in  connection  with 
his  former  preceptor,  Dr.  Cook.  This  part- 
nership was  continued  for  a  few  months,  and 
Dr.  May  engaged  in  practice  atone  in  Mason 
for  two  and  a  half  years.  He  then  removed 
to  Gagetown,  Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  practiced  for  a  few  months  and  later  spent 
a  short  time  at  Holt,  Michigan,  whence  he 
came  to  New  Baltimore,  in  November,  1884. 
Here  he  has  since  resided  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  practice,  for  he  has  demon- 
strated his  ability  to  cope  with  the  complex 
problems  which  continually  meet  the  physi- 
cian. He  is  a  member  of  the  Macomb  Medienl 
Societ.v  and  reading  and   investigation  have 
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l^cpt  liiiu  ill  luiK'li  witli  tlie  progress  that  is 
(-oiitinually  iiiiidi'  l)v  tiic  iiiedieal  fraternity. 
On  the  1st  of  A|>nl,  1884.  Ur,  May  was  mar- 
fi«l  to  -Miss  .W'llie  JImitley,  a  daughter  of 
Ja'i;  Ilmitley,  of  luHhaiii  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Laura  Jl.,  Ij.  Phillip  and  JIarguerite. 
JJr.  Jfay  is  a  iiieinbt'r  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
tvitli  which  he  has  been  identified  since  De- 
I'fdiln'r,  1881,  and  for  some  time  he  has  served 
as  scciv'tary.  lie  is  quite  prominent  in  coni- 
iiniiiity  affairs  in  his  village  and  has  been 
L'Hilod  to  serve  in  several  positions  of  public 
truHt.  He  has  beeu  village  assessor  for  six- 
tL'en  years,  was  custom  house  officer  during 
pi'e.sideiit  Cleveland's  second  administration, 
has  IxH'U  village  trustee  and  has  served  as 
school  dii-eetor  since  1893.  He  has  likewise 
Itei'ii  liciilth  officer  of  the  village  and  of  Ches- 
ti'rficki  township  for  fifteen  years.  No  public 
trust  reposed  in  him  has  ever  been  betraj'ed 
in  the  slightest  degree.  lie  occupies  a  credit- 
iihle  position  in  his  profession,  being  true  to  a 
higli  statidiird  of  professional  ethics.  He  is 
a  tiian  of  kiiiiUy  disposition,  genial  and  couu- 
tiHiu-i.  and  those  (lualities  have  been  factors  in 
his  success  as  well  as  his  knowledge  and  skill 
ill  tile  administration  of  remedial  agencies 
which  he  employs. 


JOyKPll    IMMEX. 


Joseph  Iiiimen,  a  retired  faniiei'  living'  in 
Mount  Clemens,  is  one  of  the  oi'iginal  members 
of  the  republican  party,  having  voted  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  matters  pertaining  to  the  general 
welfare  along  political  and  other  lines  and 
tiis  co-operation  can  ever  be  counted  upon  for 
the  furtherance  of  any  iiiovenieiit  for  the 
iniblie  good.  He  is  a  native  of  (ilasgow,  Scot- 
land, born  January  19,  1835,  and  his  parents 
were  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Webb)  Imnien. 
'I'he  father  was  bom  in  IIiino\Lr  Oermanv 
and  then  went  to  London  but  he  afterward  re 
turned  to  Germany  and  tlieiiLe  came  to  Amer 
ica  in  1850,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Macoml 
I'oiiiity,  .Michigan.  lit  ^  is  iiirmd  in  Eng 
land,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  A^  hb  i  nitUL  of 
London.  Following  his  nm\al  n  this  onnt^ 
be  settled  on  sectitn  j  Clinton  township 
wlieiv  he  purchased  a  tiact  of  land  a  part  of 
wbieli  be  cleared,  developing  it  into  i  fint 
farm.  For  many  years  he  figured  as  one  of 
the  leading  agricnltuiists  of  his  communit\ 
and  he  died  in  1881  it  the  age  of  eightv-one 
years,  while  his  wife  passed  iiwa%  m  1893 
at  the  very  advanced  te    It    i      e\       s 


They  were  the  parents  of  six  children.  Those 
living  are:  Frederick,  who  resides  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Ira 
Kniffln,  of  Macomb  township ;  Emma,  the  wife 
of  Ernest  Coulon,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
Joseph.  Those  deceased  are;  John  and  Mary 
Ann,  the  former  having  passed  away  October 
3,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

In  his  early  life  Joseph  Imnieu  was  taken 
to  Germany  by  his  parents  and  there  began 
his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Clinton  township.  In  his  boy- 
hood days  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and 
when  a  young  man  he  also  began  working  at 
lumbering,  being  employed  first  in  the  mills 
of  Smith  &  Dwight,  in  Hnron  eount.y,  IMich- 
igan.  In  1857,  however,  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  farm  in  Clinton  township,  which  he 
cultivated  for  several  years.  There  he  lived 
continuously  for  twenty  years  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  period  which  he  spent  in  the 
army.  He  then  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
in  1889,  and  erected  his  present  home  at  No. 
43  Lincoln  avenue,  in  which  he  has  since 
lived  retired.  As  an  agriculturist  he  was  in- 
d\istrious  and  enterprising,  placing  his  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  annually 
harvesting  rich  crops  as  the  result  of  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  his  place. 
ITis  rest  is.  therefore,  jiistlv  earned  and  richlv 
dev,M-ved. 

Ill  S,-poiiiber,  18G4,  .Mr.  Iiniiien  responded 
to  his  country's  call  for  aid  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  of  Com])any  P,  Twenty-second  Michi- 
gan Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Pontiac, 
Michigan,  and  thence  went  to  Atlanta,  acting 
as  guard  at  General  TbiniiaH'  hwidijuarters. 
lie  was  there  stationed  until  the  ari'ival  of 
Hood.  He  was  ill  with  iiitefinitteiit  fever  at 
Chattanooga,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  June, 
1865.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm,  where 
he  remained  luitil  his  removal  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens. As  a  soldier  he  was  brave  and  loyal, 
never  faltering  in  the  performance  of  any 
duty  assifiiied  to  him,  and  thus  he  made  a 
good  military  record. 

On  the  17th  of  September.  1857,  &Tr.  Immen 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  ?(Iillie  Axtell, 
who  was  horn  on  January  23, 1837,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  L.  and  Nancy  (Sanders)  Axtell,  of 
Morristowu,  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Immen  was 
born  in  Jlorristown  in  the  house  which  had 
been  occupied  by  her  great-grandfather.  The 
ancestr.v  of  the  family  can  be  traced  back  to 
Thomas  Axtell,  who  became  a  resident  of 
Massachusetts  in  1642.  Samuel  L.  Axtell,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Immen.  served  as  a  colonel  of 
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the  militia  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  grand- 
father, Major  Henry  Axtel,  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  Washington.  In  1841 
Samuel  E.  Axtell  brought  his  family  to  Clin- 
ton towuahip,  Maeomb  county,  Michigan,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  and 
improved.  Ilis  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  republican  party  and  his  religious  faith 
was  that  of  the  Presbyt#riau  church.  lie 
died  in  Jnne,  1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years,  while  his  wile,  long  surviving  him,  died 
in  Mount  Clemens  in  1881,  at  the  .age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Inuiien  and  her  sister 
Nancy,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  James  Alex- 
ander, are  the  only  surviving  members  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  filrs.  Immen  had  a 
brother,  Sanuiel  B.  Axtell,  who  reached  promi- 
nence in  later  life,  having  been  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Macomb  county  and  was  congress 
man  from  California,  and  later  was  governo'" 
of  New  Mexico.  Her  brother,  Dr.  Julian  II 
Axtell,  a  practicing  physician,  of  Mount  Clem 
ens  di(_d  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
\eirs  as  the  ie-<ult  of  wounds  sustained  while 
hsihtin^  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  being 
a  meinbei  of  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war  foi  foui  -vears.  He  enlisted  in  Company 
B  First  Michigan  Infantry  and  served  four 
J  cars  Mrs  Immen  has  been  a  resident  of  thwi 
eonntj  foi  sixt-\  four  years  and  her  memory 
goes  back  to  the  pioneer  times  when  there  were 
many  difdeulties  and  hardships  to  be  met, 
when  the  land  was  wild  and  unimproved  and 
the  woik  of  progress  and  civilization  seemed 
scareeh  begun  The  wolves  were  heard  howl- 
ing at  nifht  ind  there  was  considerable  wild 
game 

Joseph  Immen  has  been  an  interested  and 
active  supporter  of  the  republican  party  since 
its  organization.  He  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  Fremont  Voters  and  repre- 
sented Macomb  county  in  the  re-union  which 
was  held  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  in  1904,  to 
celebrate  the  organization  of  the  party.  There 
are  now  living  in  Macomb  county  fifty  men 
who  were  supporters  of  Fremont,  more  than 
half  a  century  ago.  In  Huron  county  Mr. 
Immen  aided  in  surveying  the  boundary  line 
at  an  early  day  when  this  part  of  the  state 
was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  Bears 
were  still  seen  in  the  forest  and  there  were 
many  other  wild  animals.  Large  herds  of 
deer  were  frequently  seen  and  venison  was  no 
unusual  dish  upon  the  table  of  the  pioneer. 
Mr  Immen  has  for  seventeen  years  been  a 
member  of  H.  D.  Terry  Post,  No.  216,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Mount  Clemens,  has  always  taken  an  active 


interest  in  its  work,  has  served  as  its  com- 
mander and  is  now  chaplain.  Although  reared 
in  the  Lutheran  faith,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Presb3i;erian  church  of  Howell,  Jliehigan, 
in  his  earlier  days.  More  than  half  a  century 
has  passed  since  Mt:  Immen  came  to  Macomb 
countv  and  throughout  this  long  period  he  has 
hc-n  th--  <'hinnpinii  of  "vvy  measure  for  gen- 
(.i-;il  ;,i.._  I -,■  .1-  I  ii;  |.i 'i- ■  nn'Tit.  He  is,  there- 
f,)]-i.    I  I  rr;,r.;.  .|  ,1  |  I , ! i 'i' ji mong  thc  pronil- 
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KJCllAKD  LKUHClINKLi,  M.  D. 

Dr.  IJichard  ijcuseliner,  whose  thorough 
prcliiriiimry  training,  skill  in  the  application 
of  liis  kirowleilge  hikI  valuable  eontributions 
to  iiH'diciil  litcralni'c.  have  made  him  one  of 
the  distinrui.'^lied  reprosontatives  of  the  med- 
ical friitciiiity  in  the  juiddle  west,  was  born 
in  Detroit,  Michigau,  October  26,  1858,  a 
son  of  Otto  and  Caroline  (lluniburg) 
Ijeuschner.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Christian  Leusclmer,  was  a  schoolmaster  of 
Leipsic,  Germany,  and  during  the  war  of 
1812  he  saved  a  regiment  of  soldiers  by  tak- 
ing them  to  a  wood  until  the  French  army 
had  passed.  The  maternal  grandfather,  a 
druggist  and  prominent  in  public  affairs  in 
Borken,  Germany,  served  as  mayor  and  in 
other  offices  in  his  town  for  forty  years.  He 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine.  Otto 
Leuschner  was  a  pioneer  chemist  of  Detroit 
and  for  many  years  conducted  the  Inter- 
national Drug  Store  of  that  city.  He  died 
in  1868,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  He 
had  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  in 
the  '50s  and  was  married  in  the  new  world. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  only  members  of 
their  respective  families  to  come  to  the 
United  States.  Seven  children  were  horn 
nnto  them:  Otto  and  Robert,  who  are  resi- 
dents of  Chicago;  Richard;  George  W.,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan ;  Paul,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Mount  Clemens;  Eugenia,  wife  of 
W.  E.  Ilenze,  of  Detroit ;  and  Armin,  a  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  and  astronomy  in  the 
University  of  California. 

Dr.  Leuschner  was  a  student  in  the  Ger- 
man-American schools  of  Detroit  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eleven  years  and  later 
attended  Barstow  school  at  Detroit.  In  1873 
his  mother  took  him  and  his  brother  Paul  to 
Germany,  where  they  continued  their  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Kassel  and  Dresden, 
and  Dr.  Leuscliner  became  a  graduate  phar- 
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iiiJK'iHt  in  ISWI.  Jle  then  i-utunie<l  lo  Dotruit, 
wfu-fo  111'  eiiti'i-(';l  the  employ  of  I'ai-ke,  Davis 
&  ('i)iiipMny.  as  assistant  chemist,  filling 
that  ]K>sitioti  fur  two  years,  after  which  he 
c(>iiiiii<;ti'<i  llie  iWiijx  stiiir  forming  a  ]iaft  of 
his  father's  .■,s1;it<>  lie  iiiaiia-eil  the  busi- 
ness iinti]  1K8().  when  he  r'etiini.'d  to  Europe, 
where  he  prepaied  for  the  study  of  inedi- 
eiiie  liy  fifteen  months'  preliminary  study. 
He  then  retnrned  to  Detroit  and  entered  the 
iMichi}ian  Colieye  of  Medieine  and  Surgery, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  He 
j)raetieed  for  one  year  in  Detroit  and  then 
rennived  to  Mount  Clemens  in  January,  1893. 
Here  he  ajrain  began  practice  and  was  not 
loriij-  iti  M-inniitfT  a  foremost  position  amonj,^ 
thi  1  ( 111  (.sent  iti\  ( s  of  the  nn  heal  ±i  aternity 
of  this  rit\  III  IS  todav  a  recoffniztd  au- 
thoiit\  in  Vnurica  upon  rheinnatic  disiases. 
haMnpt  niadt  a  close  and  thorough  study 
ot  this  line  of  practice  and  through  hif.  orig- 
inal im  estigations  has  gleaueiraam  \ahiable 
t tilths  »hiih  he  has  gi\en  to  the  medical 
«<  ill'  thiiiu_h  Ills  Lontributions  to  the  litera- 
tuH  I  t  th(  iHotission  He  now  laigclj  eon- 
i'n      III  I  ti  11  to  luthing  praLtiet   made 

I  ill  il  I  hilii  splMididiiuneial  springs 
il  I'l  II     h  IS  iMitttn  a  number  of 

Dili  Ml  (iiiM^  till  laliie  of  the  spiiiigs 
hiu  uiiihis^iiiH  ahioid  to  stiuh  th.  n  iture 
of  tin  springs  of  tht  old  Moild  ind  the 
mtthodf,  of  treatmtut  ot  patients  it  the  most 
fimous  h(.  ilth  iisoits  of  Jnioiie  Wnting 
ol  his  tnp  in  Vmt  lo  Ihi  Midital  Mews," 
ot  \,H  \ni]  hi  Slid  \  lonsikiahle  0or- 
1iiin(itiii\  Ji  isiiu  tiijii  "  IS  spmt  in  the  more 
pioinini  tit  mil  unoMiud  u  iteiin?  places  of 
<iiinint\  iiid  \ustLU  with  \  wev.  of  inves- 
ts itin„  tin  in<  Mis  111(1  midical  ^ntnes  of 
th(  II  [ispMlui  Mitiis  I  nint  spLcial  stress 
iiptii  then  stiuh  tiiitii  iiluiiiiLiI  ph\siologi- 
tal  nul  tht  1  i])nitn  st  indpoint  ind  demoting 
put  ot  ]ii\  liiiii  ti  obt  lining  somt  (ompre- 
hi  nsiim  111  tbi  ihmIhiv  nnthods  m  \ogue 
1"  It  Mnin..  til  di(t  h\_ti  m  ett  m  oitler  to 
MiiiijHu  till  111  \Mth  the  baths  and  the 
111!  tboils  (iii[ilo\iii  It  Mount  Clemens  and, 
Ji  pi  i(  til  ihh    to  i]>pi\  sill  h  ii)no\  ttions  and 

ti'iiun   Sims  to  till    bist    id\nntage  in 

fistditi^  ind  stir ji^thmin^  tin  nitiits  and 
ujiul  ition  o±  oiii  o«n  silubiious  Milpho-sa- 
linis  It  IS  uni^ersalli  conLcded  bj  medical 
uilhimtiis  thit  the  minute  and  systematic 
itttntion  It  corded  to  these  particular 
branches  of  medicme  to  physical  culture, 
ind  to  d(  tail  w  ork  in  general  as  exemplified 
m  the  watering  places  of  Europe,  has  coii- 
trihnted   in  no  small  measure  to  their  fame 


as  health  resorts,"  Dr.  Leuschiier  therefore 
spent  considerable  time  in  study  and  investi- 
gation of  these  points  at  the  various  resorts 
of  prominence  and  also  at  many  of  the  minor 
ones  of  Europe  and  in  his  article  continued: 
"No  iiiiitter  how  exact  the  American  physi- 
cian nniy  ]w  in  the  examination  of  his  pa- 
tients and  ill  explaining  the  importance  of 
dietary,  hygienic  and  other  precautions,  pa- 
tients are  very  apt  to  transgress  and  uncon- 
sciously break  away  from  the  rules  and  ad- 
vice given.  The  whole  environment,  includ- 
ing the  attitude  of  the  laity,  leads  them  to 
the  impression  that  all  that  is  necessary  is 
to  jump  into  a  bathtub  or  drink  enough 
water  and  Providence  will  watch  over  the 
rest.  Should  anything  unforeseen  happen 
afterward,  the  blame  is  naturally  and  quick- 
ly attributed  to  the  supposed  inefficiency  of 
the  waters.  In  all  probability,  some  of  the 
springs.  Mount  Clemens  included,  would 
have  risen  to  a  higher  plane  of  recognition 
and  earned  their  scientific  standing  and  suc- 
cess, with  the  attending  prestige  in  the  eyes 
of  the  medical  world,  even  in  a  much  shorter 
space  of  time  than  they  already  have  if,  at 
the  very  iiii-e|itiim  of  the  discovery  of  the 
thei-ajn'iitic  value,  more  attention  had  been 
accorded  the  investigation  and  study  of  the 
physiological  action  and  effect  and  chemical 
eoniposition  of  their  waters.  In  late  years 
Mount  Clemens,  taking  cognizance  of  the 
advantages  of  medical  research,  has  steadily 
been  emerging  from  a  chaos  of  empirical  ap- 
plication, adapting  itself  to  the  more  modern 
methods  of  balneo-therapy,  diet  and  hygiene, 
commensurate  with  the  evolution  of  scientific 
and  commercial  progress."  In  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Dr.  Leuschner  he  says:  "These 
waters  come  under  the  classification  of  the 
sulpho-bromo-iodo-salines,  have  a  mean  tem- 
perature of  about  fifty  degrees,  and  are  very 
rich  in  many  mineral  salts,  chieily  among 
them  chloride  of  sodimn  and  chloride  of  mag- 
nesiimi.  and  give  olf  the  penetrating  and 
pungent  odor  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas."  He  is  medical  director  for  the  new 
Original  Spring  Bathhouse  and  Sanitarium, 
which,  with  their  splendid  equipments,  have 
every  facility  for  promoting  the  work  of  the 
water,  and  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Leusch- 
ner. after  thorough  examination  made  by 
him,  the  diet,  exercise  and  other  auxiliaries 
are  prescribed  by  him  and  medicinal  reme- 
dies given,  when  required. 

Dr.  Leuschner  was  married,  in  1882,  to 
I\Hss  Jnlia  Pfeiffer,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
Tie  has  one  son,  Edgar,  eleven  years  of  age. 
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He  has  close  connection  with  the  medical 
fraternity,  being  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Society,  Eastern  District  Medical 
Society,  Jliehigan  State  Medical  Society, 
Jlaeomb  County  Medical  Society  and  an 
honorary  meinlier  of  the  Wayne  County 
Medical  Society.  In  the  line  of  his  specialty 
he  haa  made  rapid  progress  and  gained  a 
position  of  prestige,  being  regarded  through- 
out the  country  as  an  authority  in  this  par- 
ticular department  of  practice. 


JOSEPH  HYMA.N'. 

One  of  the  most  energetic  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Chesterfleld  townsliip  is  Joseph 
Kyman.  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  that 
locality,  being  born  in  the  same  township, 
March  (J,  I860,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Teressa 
(Seifert)  Kymnn,  who  were  natives  of  Gei'- 
iiiiHiV.  Ifis  father  was  born  on  the  '25t\i  of 
Jiiiu'.  1)^24.  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
ill  Ih.'  fatlnTliuid.  Crossing  the  Atliinlie,  lie 
(-iune  to  Michigan  in  1855  and  settled  in  ('Ili'h- 
ter field  township,  Macomb  county,  buying 
three  acres  of  land  on  the  Romeo  plank  road, 
where  he  lived  for  twelve  years  while  work- 
ing at  the  cooper's  trade  for  Mr.  Ilurlgreen, 
in  New  Baltimore.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  bought  thirty  acres  of  land  on  section  11, 
the  same  township,  from  John  Ue  Shay,  and 
built  thereon  a  house,  into  which  the  family 
moved.  He  sold  his  three-acre  tract  to  Mr. 
Seifert  and  in  1875  purchased  forty  acres  of 
James  Harts,  this  being  a  part  of  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  In  1885  he  added 
to  his  property  forty  acres  of  the  Andrew 
Ross  farm,  and  after  following  the  cooper's 
trade  for  tweuty-five  yeare  he  gave  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
on  the  21st  of  September,  1900,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  being  survived 
by  his  wife,  who  died  May  15,  1904,  and  two 
of  their  five  children,  our  subject  being  the 
younger.  His  sister  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Briggs,  of  Merrill,  Saginaw  county,  Michigan. 
Joseph  Byman  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home  and  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  until  1890,  when  he  sailed 
on  the  Great  Lakes  on  the  freight  steamer 
Toledo,  of  the  Ward  line,  running  between 
Buffalo  and  West  Superior.  In  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  contin- 
ued to  assist  in  its  operation  until  his  father's 
death,  when  he  received  a  deed  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres.     He  has  made  many  im- 


provements upon  the  ]>lace,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  a  handsome  residence  in  ISOl,  and  in 
1904  he  built  two  large  barns,  one  of  which  he 
uses  for  the  shelter  of  stock.  Both  are  equipped 
with  the  latest  ajtparatus  for  unloading  hay 
or  grain  and  in  every  way  are  modern  and  up- 
to-date. 

On  the  18Ih  ,.[■  II,  (..i,.i-.  ISI);!,  Mr.  Mym-.m 
was  united  iti  i  m  -■  .■•  '■jks  licrtlia  Ilolics- 
nee,    a    daiii;liii   ■    ■■'    I  i-:''i'ii'k    uuA    I'arnlinc 

(Seibert)    llnli.-i Ilrr    rj.tlu-r  w;is  IdJled 

in  the  Franco-Pfufwiiin  war  of  1870-71  while 
serving  in  the  Prussian  army.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eyman  were  born  six  eliildren,  but  Rosa, 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  died  in  infancy. 
Those  still  living  arc  Mavy  Tricssn,  Clarence 
Joseph,  Jennie,  Cencvicvi'  and  Ruth. 

In  business  affairs  yU:  iiynian  is  prompt, 
energetic  and  reliable  and  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success.  He  is  now  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator  Com- 
pany. Fraternallv  he  is  a  iiieiiiber  of  Lake- 
si. K-' tent,  No.  158,  K.  O.  T.  yi..  m  which  In-  has 
served  as  master  at  arms. 


ROBKirr  A.  HEATH. 

Robert  A.  Ileatli,  wliii  is  a  leading  liusiness 
man  of  New  liahiinorc  and  has  also  been 
prominent  in  couDcctioji  witJi  the  affairs  of 
public  ofKce  in  tlic  town,  was  here  born  June 
■27, 1868,  his  parents  being  Milo  and  Elizabeth 
(Donahue)  Heath.  The  father  was  born  in 
Livingston  countj''.  New  York,  April  22. 1844, 
and  was  a  son  of  .Vndrew  J.  Heath,  who  came 
with  his  family  lo  Midii-on,  in  1850,  settling 
at  Almont,  Lajiccr  county,  and  becoming  a 
resident  of  New  Bidtiuiorc.  .Maeojnb  county,  in 
1853.  D.  Milo  Heath  learned  the  harness 
maker's  trade  in  his  youth  and  was  engaged  in 
that  business  from  1863  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  lie  was  married  in  1866,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
hetli  L.  Donahue,  who  died  in  1876,  leaving 
three  children:  Robert,  Percy  and  Cakes,  all 
of  whom  are  residents  of  i\Iaeomb  county. 
In  April,  1880,  the  father  again  married,  his 
second  union  being  with  Alice  E.  Smith,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Eva.  Mr.  Heath  was 
the  first  recorder  in  New  Baltimore,  serving 
in  that  position  for  several  terms,  and  he  was 
notary  public  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
In  1869  he  became  deputy  collector  and  in 
1870  postmaster  and  occupied  both  positions 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  likewise 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  was  always 
faithful  and  true  to  his  public  duties,  which 
he  discharged  in  a  prompt  and  able  manner. 
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III'  WHS  i>ro]uiiisMit  in  public  affairs  and  for 
many  years  lie  was  a  leading  representative 
of  bnNi]iess  interests,  conducting  a  hame.^w 
shop  and  store  on  the  same  location  where  his 
sou  Robert  is  now  to  be  found.  Every  meas- 
ure contributing  to  public  progress  and  im- 
provement received  his  endorsement  and 
liearty  co-operation.  He  died  in  1895  while 
his  first  wife  passed  away  at  the  very  early 
age  of  twenty-seven  years. 

Robert  A.  Heath  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Detroit  Business  University, 
from  which  institiitioii  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  Ill-  Hiiilwl  on  llie  Oreat  Lak^  mitil 
1895  and  thcji  suwei'ded  his  father  in  business 
in  New  Baltiiiioi-e.  lie  has  since  been  an  ac- 
tive representative  of  the  eoimnercial  and  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  city.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder and  organizer  of  the  (Jrain  Elevator 
Company  of  New  Jinltiniore  and  also  stock- 
holder in  the  Cbesti-rlield  Hotel  of  this  place. 
In  1898  he  was  ap|")iiiti'(l  pustniaster  under 
President  McKirili'v  and  still  holds  that  office. 
His  political  alli'^ri^nici'  is  ijiviTi  to  the  repub- 
lican pai'ty.  Ill'  has  ln'cri  ]}n'si(h'nt  of  the  vil- 
lage for  txvo  >ear.-i  and  is  ninv  inemhei"  of  the 
council.  Fi'aternally  he  is  connected  n'ith  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Mr.  ITeath  is 
a  man  plain  and  unostentatious  in  manner  but 
possesses  good  liusiness  ability  and  is  helpful 
in  citizenship  and  these  qitalilications  have 
gained  foi'  hii}i  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


KILKY  WARNER. 

Riley  Warner  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  substantial,  active  and 
progreswive  affriculturists  of  his  community. 
There  are  two  sets  of  farm  buildings  upon 
his  place  and  the  work  of  cultivation  that  has 
been  carried  on  there  makes  his  farm  a  valua- 
ble and  desirable  property.  It  was  upon  this 
place  that  he  was  born  Noveniber  29,  1850. 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Lois  (Willey)  Warner. 
The  father  was  born  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  December  22,  1811,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  westward  to  Jlichigan,  locating  in 
Macomb  county  in  1880.  He  was  thus  but 
nineteen  years  of  age  but  he  possessed  a  hope 
that  the  future  held  in  .store  for  him  some- 
thing worth  while,  and  he  resolved  to  gain 
success  if  it  could  be  won  tin-ough  persistent, 
earnest  effort.  The  opportunity  comes  to 
those  who  have  resolution  and  determination. 
He  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  gov- 


ernment and  began  tlie  arduous  task  of  chop- 
ping down  the  trees,  clearing  away  the  brush 
and  getting  the  fields  in  readiness  for  culti- 
vation. Thus  in  course  of  time  he  opened  up  a 
good  farm.  As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Lois  Willey,  who 
was  bom  in  New  York,  March  24,  1813,  and 
came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents,  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Isaac  Willey,  who  were  among  the  early 
settlers  here.  Mr.  Warner  eventually  became 
the  owner  of  over  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  put  up  a  good  residence,  substantial  bams 
and  outhiiildings  and  labored  earnestly  along 
progressive  lines  until  his  farm  was  in  keep- 
ing with  the  best  in  the  county.  Here  he 
reared  his  family  and  spent  his  last  days, 
passing  away  March  22,  1888.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs,  giving  his  influence  in 
support  of  every  movement  that  tended  to 
promote  the  general  good,  and  for  one  or 
more  terms  he  sei-ved  as  justice  of  the  peace 
although  he  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
His  wife  survived  him  and  passed  away  Au- 
gust 31,  1889,  In  the  family  were  six  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of 
whom  reached  mature  years  and  our  subject 
and  the  daughters  are  yet  living.  The  others 
are :  Clarissa,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Ilinkley, 
a  farmer  of  Maurice,  Michigan;  Rosetta,  the 
wife  of  Eli  Meyers,  a  farmer  of  Ray  town- 
ship, and  Loretta,  the  widow  of  William 
Ellis.  She  owns  a  fami  adjoining  the  old 
homestead.  One  brother,  Robert  H.  was 
rearetl  to  manhood,  was  married  iMareh  8, 
1863,  to  Almeda  Houghton,  aaid  spttled  iu 
Tnseola  county  where  he  followed  farming. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion and  he  died  August  15,  1903.  Milo 
Warner  was  also  a  member  of  the  Union  army 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  and  after  his 
return  home  he  was  married,  February  19, 
1863,  to  Mary  Haight,  of  Macomb  county,  and 
settled  in  Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  followed  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  December  3,  1870. 

Riley  Warner  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  He  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  old  homestead  farm  and  fol- 
lowing the  father's  death  he  purchased  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place,  and 
thus  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  what  has 
long  been  known  as  the  Warner  farm.  He 
built  a  good  house  upon  his  place  and  he  has 
fenced  it  and  put  out  fruit  and  shade  trees 
and  has  made  many  substantial  improvements 
which  add  both  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Creamery 
Association  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
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New  Haven  baviugs  Bank  at  New  Haven. 
He  in  likewise  engaged  in  the  dairy  business 
and  his  varied  interests  result  in  returning 
him  a  conifortabie  eompetenee. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1874,  :\lr.  Warnei- 
was  nnited  in  marriage  to  Mis^i  Lnviiia  V. 
Willey,  a  native  of  Ray  lo\v(islij[).  wlio  was 
reared  aiid  educated  here  and  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. She  also  attended  school  in  Roiueo  to 
some  extent  and  for  four  years  prior  to  her 
marriage  successfully  eng'aged  in  teaching. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  has  been  bom  a 
son,  Milo  S.,  who  was  educated  at  Romeo  and 
is  now  teaching  for  tlie  fourth  term  in  the 
home  school  in  Ray.  They  also  lost  two 
children :  Clarence  M.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Lottie  0.,  who  died  Jlay  23,  1904. 

iilr.  Warner  belongs  to  the  (5rnnge  at  Davis 
and  is  its  present  iiui^lev.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Maecjiliers  a:id  llio  (ileaners,  fra- 
ternal insurance  orik'rs.  whili'  his  political 
support  has  been  jriven  ('(intinuously  to  the 
republican  party  since  age  gave  to  him  the 
right  of  franchise.  He  was  elected  and  served 
as  justice  -of  the  peace  and  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  nine  years. 
Ills  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Macomb 
eoimly  aiitl  when  one  examines  into  his  record 
they  fin(]  that  persistency  of  piu'[)Ose  and 
sound  judgment  have  been  the  strongest  ele- 
jnents  of  his  auecess,  making  him  a  nmn  whose 
])lace  in  the  business  world  i*-   .reditable. 


AUGTST  BIEWER. 

There  is  no  man  in  Mount  Clemens  who 
has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding  and  im- 
provement of  the  city  than  August  Biewer, 
and  his  life  history,  therefore,  forms  an  im- 
portant chapter  in  its  annals,  so  that  it  is 
imperative  that  mention  be  made  of  him  in 
this  volume.  He  was  bom  in  Germany,  De- 
cember 26,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Biewer,  who  was  a  brewer  of  Cermany, 
which  occupation  had  also  been  followed  by 
his  father  and  grandfather.  His  mother  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Gertrude  Uanser,  and 
both  parents  died  in  Germany. 

August  Biewer  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  to  come  to  America.  lie  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  na- 
tive land  and  there  acquired  his  education. 
He  served  three  years  in  the  German  army, 
and  was  in  the  war  of  1866  against  Austria. 
Becoming  interested  in  the  tales  that  he 
heard  concerning  the  new  world,  he  decided 
to  try  his  fortune  here,  believing  that  be 


would  have  better  opportunities  in  the 
United  States.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  he 
made  his  way  to  Chicago,  in  October,  1867, 
and  soon  afterward  went  to  Detroit.  In  1871 
he  came  to  Jlount  Clemens,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  brewing  business  and  in  1878 
he  established  a  brewery  on  Clinton  river 
and  later  at  his  present  location,  at  No.  22 
Pine  street.  His  plant  has  been  gradually 
enlarged  and  improved  and  he  now  has  an 
extensive  patronage  from  this  locality  and 
the  state.  While  eondnctinsr  a  successful 
business  enterprise  Jlr.  ISiewei*  lia:-i  done 
much  for  the  upbuilding  of  .Mnuiit  ('lemens, 
and  has  been  identified  with  many  of  its  most 
properous  industries.  No  movement  for  the 
general  good  seeks  his  aid  and  co-operation 
in  vain  and  his  efforts  have  been  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial  in  the  upbuilding  and  sub- 
stantial growth  here. 

In  1871  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bie- 
r/er  and  Miss  Exol  Willitts,  who  was  born 
i.'i  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  they  have 
\wo  children— Ella  Isabella  and  August.  Mrs. 
Biewer  departed  this  life  February  18,  1905, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Catho- 
lic cemetery.  She  was  an  estimable  lady  of 
many  virtues  and  proved  a  valuable  help- 
mate to  her  husband  on  life's  journey.  Mr. 
Biewer  has  been  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Maccabees  since  1886,  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles 
'■^.d  Arbeiter  Soeiety.  He  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively, has  been  to  Eunipe  seven  times  and 
has  visited  all  the  leading  countries  on  that 
continent.  The  hope  that  led  him  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  new  world  has  been  more  than 
realized.  He  possesses  the  spirit  of  deter- 
mination and  energy  which  has  through  cen- 
turies led  the  Teutonic  race  to  become  the 
founders  of  civilization  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  With  strong  courage  and  unfal- 
tering diligence  he  began  life  in  the  United 
States  and  has  steadily  advanced  until  to-day 
he  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  iiriTiuinent 
residents  of  his  adopted  city. 


KKV. 


lERMAXN  (il'NDKirr. 


Rev.  Hermann  Gundert  traces  his  ancestry 
in  direct  line  back  to  the  year  1542,  being  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Stuttgart,  Germany.  He  is  descended  in 
direct  line  from  John  George  Gundert, 
whose  son  was  Johann  Christian  Gundert, 
while  the  latter 's  son  was  Johann  Chris- 
tian   Ludwig    (iitndert.    the    last    named    be- 


,  Google 


>y  Google 


AIUU'.ST  BIKWEK. 


>y  Google 


MRS.  AUGUST  HIEWER 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OP    MACOMB    COUNTY 


209 


ing  the  f^nindfather  of  Ilfrraaiin  (jiin- 
dert,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  the  well 
known  secretary  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
■Wurteinberg,  The  above  mentioned  were  all 
residents  of  Stuttgart.  Dr.  Hermann  Gun- 
dert,  born  in  Stuttgart  in  1814,  was  a  doctor 
of  philosophy  and  was  a  missionary  in  East 
India,  under  supervision  of  the  missionary 
society  at  Basle.  In  East  India  he  spent  his 
active  life.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Mala- 
bar Mission,  and  upon  his  retirement  from  the 
missionary  field  he  returned  to  Germany.  He 
was  aho  well  known  as  an  author,  being  the 
editor  of  three  monthly  magazines  and  other 
publications.  One  of  his  notable  works  was 
the  Malayalini  and  English  dictionary,  a  copy 
of  which  is  in  posae.ssion  of  his  son,  Ilermann 
Gundert.  Dr.  Gundert  married  Miss  Julia 
Dubois,  a  native  of  SwitKerland  and  both 
passed  away  in  1893.  She  traced  her  ancestry 
back  to  Francis  Dubois,  of  Neufehat«l, 
Switzerland,  Isaac  Dubois,  of  Neufchatel,  to 
Isaac  Frank  Dubois  of  France.  All  of  the 
children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Gundert,  of  whom 
Hermann  Gundert  is  the  eldest,  were  born 
in  Malabar,  East  India.  Those  stiU  living 
are:  Hermann,  FrederieJt  and  David,  the 
last  two  being  residents  of  Stuttgart.  Those 
who  have  passed  away  are:  Marie,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Hesse,  a  missionary  in 
East  India :  Paul,  who  studied  in  Tubinger, 
the  university  near  Stuttgrart:  Samuel,  who 
was  a  missionary  and  died  in  East  India ;  and 
Christina,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Hermann  Gundert  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  having 
been  taken  to  that  country  from  East  India 
by  his  parents  when  only  seven  years  of  age. 
He  afterward  pursued  a  scientific  and  literary 
course  in  the  Royal  Gymnasium.  Stuttgart, 
founded  by  the  king  of  Wurteinberg  and 
completing  his  studies  he  pi-epaved  for  the 
ministry.  Coming  to  the  United  States  in 
1862  he  first  located  near  Saginaw,  Michigan, 
where  he  presided  over  a  Bavarian  settlement 
for  a  few  months.  In  September,  1862,  he 
took  charge  of  a  missionary  chapel  in  Detro't. 
where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half  and 
where  he  found  his  good  wife.  In  April,  1864, 
he  came  to  Mount  Clemens.  H-here  he  founded 
the  German  Evangelioil  church,  being  the 
first  organization  of  its  denomination  here. 
He  continued  as  its  pastor  in  active  service 
for  nearly  forty  years,  when  sickness  com- 
pelled him  to  retire  from  active  ministry 
there  in  June,  1903.  In  the  meantime  the 
little  wooden  church,  formerly  kno^vn  as 
"Mount     Clemens     Acjideniy,"     which     was 


bought  for  three  hiuidrcd  and  twenty-five 
dollars,  was  replaced  by  a  lai^e  brick  edi- 
fice, while  the  membership  of  the  church 
was  increased  from  thirty-five  families  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  church  pros- 
pered under  his  guidance,  and  it  was  with 
regret  on  the  part  of  pastor  and  people  that 
he  severed  his  connection  therewith.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  church  work,  however,  assist- 
ing at  different  times  in  the  absence  of  the 
refriilar  pastor,  and  he  gives  considerable  of 
his  attention  to  literary  work.  He  entered 
upon  his  pastorate  in  Mount  Clemens  at  a 
salary  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  doHare 
per  year,  and  he  and  his  family  at  first  lived 
in  part  of  the  little  wooden  church.  He  was 
willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  would  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  his  denomination  here  and 
extend  its  influence,  and  the  German  Evan- 
gelical church  of  Jlount  Clemens  is  a  monu- 
ment to  his  life  of  labor.  He  has  always  main- 
tained the  deepest  friendship  with  its  mem- 
bers, standing  high  with  the  people  through- 
out Mount  Clemens,  and  not  only  the  German 
citizenship  here  but  many  American  families 
have  been  nuuibered  among  his  close  friends. 
In  middle  age  he  wrote  considerable  for  Ger- 
man magazines  and  still  continues  to  do  so. 

Rev.  Gundert's  love  for  his  mother  country 
is  great,  but  his  love  for  his  chosen  home  in 
Michigan,  where  he  has  fought  the  larger 
number  of  life's  battles,  is  still  greater,  and 
so  he  has  announced  his  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  becoming  an  American  citizen 
in  June,  1904,  that  he  might  not  only  enjoy 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  chosen 
country,  but  also  express  his  gratitude.  He 
has  a  deep  and  sincere  love  for  this  land  and 
for  the  stare  and  stripes,  and  expects  to  spend 
his  remaining  days  here.  He  still  maintains 
relationship  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Bynod  of  North  America,  and  he  has  been  a 
frequent  delegate  to  its  conventions,  meeting 
there  with  representatives  of  the  ministry 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  Mr.  Gundert 
was  married  to  Miss  Christina  Huss,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Matthias  and  Christina  (Huss)  Huss, 
of  Detroit,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Jiilia,  the  wife  of  Rev,  Charles  Mueller,  pastor 
of  a  German  Evangelical  church  of  Chicago ; 
Marie,  the  wife  of  Fred  Krauseneek,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  Emma,  the  deceased  wife  of  Paul 
Ullrich,  of  Mount  Clemens;  and  Christina,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Miller,  of  this  city. 

That  Mr.  Gundert  is  a  man  of  scholarly  at- 
tainments, public  sympathy  and  broad  charity 
has  been  shadowed  forth  between  the  lines  of 
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this  review,  lie  liiis  given  his  life  to  the 
betterment  of  his  fellowmen  and  while  stand- 
ii^  finn  in  the  support  of  the  right  at  all 
times,  he  nevertheless  po.ssesses  a  kindly  spirit 
that  brings  him  in  sympathy  with  all  hi'? 
fellowmen  and  enables  him  to  put  forth  effec- 
tive effort  to  aid  them.  He  is  to-day  one  of 
the  honoi-ed  re.'fidents  of  Mount  Uk'inens  and 
respt'cted  by  all  who    know  him. 


ARTHUR  TEATS. 


Arthur  Teats,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  Inmber  and  in  the  operation  of  a 
steam  thresher,  is  well  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Harrison  township,  where 
he  has  filled  the  position  of  township  elerk 
for  seven  or  eight  years.  His  birth  occurred 
April  21,  1856,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides,  his  parents  being:  Edward  and  Har- 
riet (Baekham)  Teats,  the  former  a  native 
of  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
England.  Edward  Teats  was  born  about 
1831  and  in  his  boyhood  days  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  the  family  home  being 
established  in  Macomb  county.  He  afterward 
purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming  on 
his  own  account,  securing  as  a  companion 
and  helpmate  for  life's  journey  Miss  Harriet 
Baekham,  who,  though  a  native  of  England, 
was  reared  in  Michigan.  They  traveled  life's 
journey  happily  together  for  many  years  but 
were  separated  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Teats 
in  1888.  Mr,  Teats  now  makes  his  home  in 
Mount  Clemens  where  he  is  living  retired. 
In  their  family  were  three  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  reached  mature 
years,  biit  John  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  Robert  died  in  infancy.  The  sisters 
are  all  yet  living. 

Arthur  Teats  was  reared  in  Maeomb  county 
and  his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  was  supplemented  by  study  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  attained  his  majority  after  which  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  Pur- 
chasing a  steam  thresher  he  has  engaged  in 
the  threshing  business  for  a  number  of  years, 
being  employed  over  a  large  territory,  his 
services  being  in  constant  demand  during  the 
season.  He  also  engages  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber,  having  a  portable  sawmill  which 
he  moves  from  place  to  place  where  the  busi- 
ness prospect  justifies.  Both  branches  of  his 
business  are  proying  profitable  and  he  like- 
wise gives  his  attention  to  the  management 
of  his  farm,  which,  though  small,  is  well  im- 
proved. 


On  the  (ith  of  February,  1883,  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Mr.  Teats  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Canipau,  a  native  of  this  county 
and  a  daughter  of  Prank  Campau,  who  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  of  French  parent- 
age. She  is  also  a  sister  of  Frank  A.  Campau, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Teats  have  three  children : 
Bessie,  who  occupies  a  business  position  in 
.Mount  Clemens;  Lottie,  who  is  engaged  in 
cierking  there ;  and  Philip,  a  student  in  Mount 
Clemens.  They  also  lost  a  son,  Frank  E., 
*vho  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months. 

Politically  Mr.  Teats  has  been  a  life-long 
democrat  and  has  filled  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  and  township  clerk,  acting  in  the 
latter  capacity  for  about  eight  years.  His 
official  service  has  over  been  performed  in  a 
capable,  painstaking  and  conscientious  man- 
ner, whereby  he  has  fully  justified  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic 
church  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  American  League.  While  there  have  been 
no  exciting  chapters  in  his  career  his  course 
has  been  marked  by  fidelity  to  duty  in  all 
life's  relations  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
he  has  gained  not  only  success  but  an  honora- 
ble name  as  well. 


ELDOX  WATERLOO,  D.  D.  S. 

Ur.  Eldoii  Waterloo,  sncce!«fnlly  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Richmond,  was 
born  in  Columbus,  St.  Clair  county,  February 
14,  1864,  his  parents  being  Alfred  E.  and 
Mary  (Oillett)  Waterloo,  the  former  a  native 
of  England  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The 
grandfather,  George  Waterloo,  also  born  in 
England,  eame  to  Michigan  in  1831,  settling 
in  Redford,  near  Detroit,  while  later  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Clair  county,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  days,  following  the  stonemason's 
trade  during  the  early  years  of  his  residence 
there  and  later  engaging  in  farming.  Alfred 
E.  Waterloo  was  brought  to  Michigan  in  his 
boyhood  days  and  was  reared  amid  the  wild 
scenes  of  frontier  life.  He  assisted  in  the 
arduous  task  of  developing  his  father's  farm 
and  was  connected  with  agricultural  inter- 
ests in  St.  Clair  county  until  1890  when, 
having  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence 
through  capable  management  and  unremitting 
diligence,  he  retired  from  business  life  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Richmond,  where  he  is 
now  living.  In  his  family  were  four  children, 
three  of  whom  survive. 
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\)i:  WHtvildi),  lliu  tliird  ill  order  of  birtli, 
bt'^rtm  liis  I'dntiitiuii  in  the  district  schools  and 
was  jiniduated  from  the  high  school  at  Rich- 
mond, lletcriiiiiiiiifr  to  eiifrage  in  dentistry 
as  n  Jife  M'orlv  lie  bcciiiiie  a  student  in  the 
dental  de|>iii'tiiieiit  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, iuid  oij  till'  <-()iiip]etion  of  a  three  years' 
eoi!r;-:e  was  jiradiiatcd  June  25,  1891,  with  the 
degree  of  D.  D.  S.  lie  then  returned  to  Rich- 
mond and  shortly  afterward  removed  to 
(.'hica^'o,  where  he  remained  nntil  the  fall  of 
189;3,  when  lif-  niraiii  cjdiip  to  Richmond.  Here 
he  has  n  !!■  il  ■  .  >  ||..  .1  (il"iee  supplied  with  all 
iiioderii  ;.;i;'l  !■  !■  i  ■  she  careful  conduct  of 
his  hnsiiiis-,  .md  ln'  tmw  has  a  large  practice 
drawn  from  a  wide  extent  of  territory.  He 
keeps  in  tmieh  with  the  most  modern  methods 
in  dentistry  and  hi;;  work  has  given  eminent 
satisfaction. 

In  Fehrnary.  1892.  Dr.  "Waterloo  was  mar- 
ried to  -Mis.;  Alta  Stevens,  a  native  of  Genesee 
eounty.  i^ljehi^an,  and  a  daughter  of  E.  R. 
Stevens.  Their  children  are  Helen,  Eldon 
and  Vera,  Dr.  Waterloo  has  taken  the  degrees 
of  the  lodge  and  council  in  ilasonry  and 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Improved  Order  of  Fores- 
ters, lie  is  neglectful  of  no  public  duty  or 
obligation  of  eitizenshi])  and  at  the  same  time 
he  concentrates  his  ett'orts  upon  his  profes- 
sional labors  and  biH  gained  the  favorable 
regard  not  only  of  tlie  general  public  but  of 
the  other  uieiiibers  ,.i  the  di'ntal  fralernifv 
as  well. 


JOHN    F.   UOWLIXd. 

John  F.  Uowling,  engaged  in  the  !;rocery 
business  in  Mount  (.Memens,  w'as  born  in  Jlriu 
township.  Maeomb  county,  September  13, 
1B47,  liis  parents  being  Thomas  and  Catherine 
(Manning)  Dowling,  both  nativi^  of  Ireland. 
The  father  became  a  resident  of  Jlacomb 
county  at  an  early  day.  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  1)1.1  Cliiituii  and  Kalamazoo 
canal  and  was  aflerwai'd  engaged  in  boat- 
building.  while  his  la^t  days  were  devoted  to 
farming  in  Eriu  toM'iiship.  Through  a  long 
period  he  figured  as  one  of  the  practical  and 
progressive  citizens  of  that  locality  and  he 
died  in  1897,  at  the  very  venerable  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  He  wa-f  instrumental  in 
ehanjiing  the  name  of  Orange  township  to 
Frin  towni^hip,  the  first  name  being  objec- 
l!onabl<>  to  a  large  nnmber  of  residents  there. 
His  wife  (!ied  in  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
^■even  years.     They  were  Ihe  parents  of  nine 


children,  John  F.  being  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Those  living  are:  John,  a  farmer 
and  lumberman  of  Chatham,  Ontario;  John 
F.,  of  this  review ;  Thomas,  a  farmer  at  Evart, 
Michigan:  William,  who  is  living  on  the 
homestead  farm  in  Pjrin  township;  James,  a 
ranchman  at  Helena,  Montana;  Michael,  a 
lumbernian  of  Bay  City,  Michigan,  and  Ed- 
ward, who  is  employed  in  the  Westinghouse 
Electric  "Works  at  Detroit.  Those  deceased 
are  Joseph  and  Anna  J, 

John  F.  Dowling  pursued  his  education  in 
a  log  sehoolhonse  in  Ei-in  township,  being 
reared  here  amid  pioneer  surroundings  and 
environments.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for 
fourteen  years  and  in  1881  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  became  a 
factor  in  mercantile  circles  as  a  dealer  in 
hardware  and  inipleiiieiits.  He  followed  this 
line  of  business  fei'  twelve  yeai-s,  when  he 
sold  out.  He  was  tlieii  elected  dt.y  treasnrer 
in  1890,  and  served  in  that  office  for  four 
years.  He  was  afterward  elected  city  mar- 
shal, acting  in  that  capacity  for  two  years, 
and  in  1896  he  opened  a  gi'oeery  store  at  No, 
81  Cirand  avenue  where  he  now  eoiitiiiui's. 
having  built  up  a  good  trade  lo  which  his 
creditable  methods  and  untiring  energy  well 
entitle  him. 

.Mr.  Dowling  was  married  July  3, 1879, to 
.Miss  .^largaret  O'lTare,  a  daughter  of  Hugh 
and  Mary  O'llare,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
Theii'  children  were:  John  F.,  who  died  Ma.y 
22.  1904,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years: 
Thomas  William,  of  the  United  States  army, 
who  served  in  Cuba  and  the  Philippines  and 
ill  19(15  re-eiilisted :  and  Hugh  Frederick,  at 
hoine. 

ilr,  Dowling  is  a  stanch  deinoerat,  hm'ing 
voted  for  the  ])arty  since  he  cast  his  fir.st 
presidential  ballot  for  ^IcClellanU.  lie  is  a 
reliable  and  trustworthy  citizen,  iirm  in  liia 
convictions  and  unfaltering  in  any  course 
which  he  believes  to  he  right.  He  has  many 
good  rpialities  which  have  gained  him  the 
trust  and  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and 
is  a  son  of  ilacomb  connt.v  whose  course  is 
creditable  to  the  place  of  his  nativity. 


WILLIAM  HOTIIAM. 

"William  Ilotham,  a  dairyman  and  farmer 
of  Sterling  township,  living  on  section  24, 
was  bom  March  9.  1832,  in  Bloomfield,  Oak- 
land connty,  Michigan.  The  family  is  of 
English   Hueage.     liis   parents   were   Rieard 
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and  Jiuic  IlotJiiiiii,  who  eaiin;  from  England 
about  1829.  The  former  was  born  June  1, 
1794,  and  the  latter  on  the  lOth  of  April, 
1801.  There  were  eleven  children  in  their 
family,  of  whom  William  is  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth.  Mary,  the  eldest,  bom  February  8, 
1820,  in  Entrland.  died  in  1904.  Elizabeth, 
born  Auiiust  6,  1823,  is  the  wife  of  Truman 
Aiidrus,  of  Washinfrton,  Michigan,  and  has 
four  livinji  children.  Jane,  born  in  England, 
June  14,  1825,  died  in  1865.  Sarah,  born  in 
the  same  country,  October  9,  1827,  died  in 
1900.  Kiehard.  born  October  9,  1829,  went 
to  California  and  was  shot  and  killed  there 
durinfr  mining  days.  William  Henry  is  the 
next  of  the  family.  David,  born  January  9, 
1834,  was  also  killed  in  California  during 
the  early  mining  excitement  there.  Katha- 
rine, born  March  27.  1836,  is  deceased. 
-Marthii,  Imrn  April  5,  1838,  died  in  1882. 
Hari'li't.  burn  October  9,  1840,  is  now  Mm. 
(.'liiipiiian  of  Holly,  Michigan,  and  has  four 
children :  John,  horn  January  24,  1844,  is 
married  and  has  seven  living  children. 

William  Hothaui  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  his  parents'  home,  bein<r 
reared  to  the  oeenpation  of  farming.  Ue, 
too,  went  to  California,  making  the  triii  in 
1860  by  way  of  the  isthmus  route.  There  he 
engaged  in  mining  for  twelve  years,  making 
.some  money,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Michi- 
gan. After  again  reaching  this  state  he  was 
married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ensley,  who 
was  born  August  5,  1844,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Ann  (Holbrot>k)  Ensley,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  England,  whence 
they  came  to  America  in  1842,  settling  in 
Utiea.  Jlichigan.  Her  father  was  an  agricul- 
tnrist  and  purchased  seventy-two  acres  of 
lidid  lyiiig  ill  Shelby  and  Sterling  townships. 
Ill-  woi'kcd  )).v  the  day  until  he  had  money 
enon^ii  lo  liiiy  a  farm  and  then  invested  in 
the  property  mentioned,  continuing  its  fur- 
ther cultivation  and  improvement  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  25,  1885,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  October,  1895.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom 
three  are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Ilothara; 
John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
George,  who  makes  his  home  with  our  subject : 
and  Lucy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Amos 
Button  and  after  his  death  married  John 
Stackman,  who  is  a  carpet  laj'er  of  Detroit. 

Mr,'5.  Hotham  pursued  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Utiea  and  in  early  womanhood  she 
engaged  in  dressmaking.  She  was  married 
when  twenty-eight  years  of  Rge  and  has  be- 


come the  mother  of  six  children :  Flora,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Hartline,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Sterling  township,  by  whom  she 
has  two  children ;  Charlie,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years;  George,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Belle,  the  wife  of  William  Hartline,  an  em- 
ploye in  the  Russell  wheel  factory  at  Detroit, 
by  whom  she  has  two  children ;  Nellie,  the  wife 
of  George  Burr,  a  tlorist  of  Mount  Clemens ; 
and  William,  at  home.  All  were  educated  in 
the  district  and  graded  schools  of  Sterling 
township. 

William  Hotham  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  but  has  held  no  offices  save 
those  in  connection  with  the  schools,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  He  is  to-day  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  which 
he  has  placed  excellent  improvements  and 
here  he  devotes  his  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing and  darying.  His  is  one  of  the  excellent 
farms  of  Sterling  township,  the  fields  being 
highly  cultivated,  while  everything  about  the 
place  is  in  excellent  condition,  indicating  the 
careful  supervision  of  a  progressive  owner. 


SKTH   W.  KNIGHT. 

Seth  W.  Kliight,  a  leading  practitioner  at 
the  Macomb  county  bar  and  ex-judge  of  the 
probate  court,  wag  born  in  TJtica,  this  county. 
July  17,  1863,  a  son  of  Dr.  Phillip  A.  and 
Clarissa  (Bwell)  Knight.  He  is  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  others  yet 
living  being:  Edward  E.,  a  contractor  in 
Guatemala,  Central  America;  Phillip  B.,  a 
practicing  physician  in  Utiea,  Michigan ;  hu- 
ther  E.,  of  Utiea:  and  Agnes  C,  the  wife  of 
WiUiam  Terry,  of  Utiea.  Several  of  the  chil- 
dren died  in  youth,  while  Lois,  an  artist  and 
illustrator,  died  in  New  York  city  in  1902, 
and  Grace  died  in  her  senior  year,  while  pur- 
suing a  literary  course  in  Michigan  Univer- 
sity, in  1900. 

Seth  W.  Knight,  after  completing  the  work 
of  the  high  school  at  Utiea,  Michigan,  spent 
three  years  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  prep- 
aration for  the  pursual  of  a  course  in  the 
law  department.  He  was  a  law  student  for 
two  years  and  was  graduated  in  1890,  after 
which  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  opened 
his  office.  From  the  beginning  he  has  been 
succes.sful  and  now  has  a  large  clientage, 
connecting  him  with  much  of  the  impor- 
tant litigation  tried  m  the  courts  of  his  dis- 
trict.    He  has  Ei\in  his  unduided  attention 
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to  the  Jaw  liiid  his  duvotioii  to  hiw  uiients'  in- 
tprestK  is  proverbial.  His  careful  prepara- 
tion of  eases,  his  ediiiprrlu'ii^iivi'  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  legal  iirini-i]ili's  find  his  clear 
and  forcible  presentation  of  his  cause  have 
bei.-'n  the  salient  eleiiientK  in  his  professioaal 
career.  He  has  held  no  political  office  save 
in  tbe  line  of  his  ]irofcssion.  He  in  a  stanch 
denioei-!il  iuid  a  fiiitbful  worker  for  his  party, 
and  on  ils  liel(.-t  he  was  eleeted  to  the  office 
of  ])i»ha1e  ,jnd-e,  in  Xovemher.  mMI.  He  en- 
tered upon  the  di.sc]iarj:'e  of  his  duties  Jami- 
ary  1,  1!)0U,  and  served  until  January  1,  1903. 
He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election  in  the  fall 
of  1904,  but  was  defeated  in  the  republican 
laiiilslide. 

Jlr.  Kinjrht  w;is  married  Jnne  22.  1898. 
to  Miss  Katbariiie  I,.  Cnx-ker,  a  daughter  of 
(leory:e  Jl.  Crocker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
their  ehildren  are  l,ieorji:e  C.  and  Katharine 
|j.  Knight.  !Mr.  Knight  is  a  member  of 
Mount  Clemens  lodge,  \o.  6,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Meiinl  rieiiieiis  Chapter.  No.  69.  R.  A.  M. : 
^[ollllt  ClriNeii-.  Council.  No.  8,  R.  &  S.  M.; 
iiir.l  Mniijil  rl..iijeiis  lodge.  No.  168,  K.  P..  of 
whieh  hi'  w;is  ilie  tii-st  ehaneellor  commander, 
ill'  is  n  iiiun  of  fireat  deeision.  high  principles 
■  ~        ■  ■    se  j.ei'soiial  worth 
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DANIEL  1..  RAPELJE. 

The  business  life  of  Eiehmojid  lias  a  repre- 
sentative ill  Daniel  1,.  Kajiel.ie.  who  is  eoii- 
duetitifj;  a  faroi  ini|ile.iieiit  ;ni(l  jirodiiee  store 
there.  He  is  a  native  of  S1,  Tliom;is.  Diilario. 
born  April  15.  184!1.  His  failier,  Darelav 
Kapelje.  was  tlie  first  white  ebild  liorii  there, 
his  natai  year  being  l^Vl.  The  grandfather. 
Oiiniel  Kapelje.  was  born  in  Kr^nee  and  was 
ii  Huguenot,  lie  reeeived  a  grant  of  land 
from  tbe  government  on  wbich  a  large  portion 
of  the  town  of  St.  Thoiiiaj^  now  stands.  He 
took  part  in  tbe  Kevolotionarv  war.  serving 
MS  a  eolouel  in  command  of  a  regiment  with 
the  American  troops.  After  locating  in  Can- 
ada he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  estate  and  theiv  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  A  portion  of  his  land  grant  is  stili 
ill  possession  of  his  descendants.  The  Rapelje 
family  was  a  prominent  one  in  France  and 
its  members  were  driven  from  that  country 
oil  account  of  tbeir  religions  views. 

Barclay  Iia])el.ie  was  reared  on  the  family 
homestead  in  Canada  and  served  as  a  captain 


in  the  Canadian  rebellion  in  1837,  being  con- 
nected with  the  cavalry  force.  Throughout 
his  husiness  career  he  carried  on  jEarraing  but 
he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  He  married 
Anna  Thayer,  and  of  their  seven  children 
Daniel  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
(ieorge,  the  eldest  sou,  enlisted  in  response  to 
President  Lincoln's  call  for  ninety  thousand 
troops,  became  a  member  of  an  Ohio  regiment 
and  on  the  expiration  of  a  three  months'  term 
he  re-enlisted,  becoming  sergeant.  In  1863, 
owing  to  disability,  he  returned  home,  but 
after  three  inoiiths  he  again  joined  the  army, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
wav,  being  a  very  loyal  advocate  of  the  Union 
cause.  He  is  now  living  in  Bay  City,  Mich- 
igan. 

Daniel  L.  Kapel.je  sjieiit  the  first  eleven 
years  of  his  life  in  Canada  and  then  came  to 
the  United  Mates,  securing  a  clerkship  in  a 
store  at  Port  Huron.  Jfichigan,  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Three  times  he  attempted  to 
enlist  in  the  Tiiion  army  but  was  rejected  on 
accoiinl  ■)f  his  youth.  At  the  fourth  attempt 
lie  Iseeame  a  mi'mlier  of  Company  F.  Sixth 
iliebigan  Calvary,  under  Colonel  KJdd.  com- 
mander of  Ihe  slate  militia.  It  was  in  March. 
1S(;4.  that  lie  .joined  the  army  and  was  sent 
south  with  Custer's  Brigade,  serving  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Keiitiu-kv.  lie  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  in  all  of  the 
skiriiiislies  it|i  to  l'et<'rsbiirg.  After  the  war 
wa.s  ovei'  tl:e  Miehlu'au  Cavalry  Brigade  was 
sent  west,  being  joined  to  (leueral  Conner's 
Hi'igade.  and  went  from  Port  Laramie  through 
the  bad  lands.  The.v  bad  no  trouble  until 
they  iraehed  the  Powder  river.  They  built 
Fort  riiil  Keai'iiey  about  twenty  miles  below 
Sheridan  and  this  fort  became  historically 
pro]ninent.  owing  to  the  massacre  of  Lieu- 
tenant Pessenden  and  his  entire  company 
there  in  1866.  While  the  fort  was  being  built 
the  coniniand  to  which  Rapeijc  belonged 
had  more  or  less  trouble  with  the  Indians. 
They  afterward  went  direetiy  as  far  as  Fort 
Bridger  in  Utah,  the  famous  -lim  Bridger  act- 
ing as  scout,  and  they  sjierit  tlu'  winter  near 
irsalt  Ijalte  Cit.\-.  In  JIay.  1866,  they  were  sent 
hack  to  Michigan  and  honorably  discharged, 
this  being  the  last  part  of  a  Michigan  regi- 
ment to  receive  its  discharge. 

Mr.  Rapelje  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
lumber  business  in  Alpena  county,  where  he 
remained  until  1875,  when  he  came  to  JIacomb 
county,  and  after  two  years  spent  in  Mount 
Clemens,  he  removed  to  Lenox,  where  he  built 
the  first  planing  mill  in  the  to^vn,  the  plant 
being  still  in  operation.     This    he    operated 
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until  187^,  when  ha  sissociated  himself  with 
James  W.  Cooper  in  the  stave,  heading  and 
hoop  business.  Tliey  built  a  new  mill  which 
they  operated  for  a  number  of  years,  when 
owing  to  a  lack  of  timber  Mr.  Bapelje  turned 
his  attention  to  merchandising  and  to  that 
business  he  devotes  his  energies  at  the  present 
time. 

In  April,  1879,  Jlr.  Eapelje  was  married  to 
Miss  Libbie  Bowman,  of  Macomb  county,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Bowman,  who  lived  four 
and  a  liaif  jniles  northeast  of  Moimt  Clemens. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Valrae.  Mr.  Rapeljo 
served  as  village  clerk  for  a  number  of  year3, 
has  been  deputy  sheriff  for  some  years  and 
was  marshal  of  Richmond.  Jle  belongs  to 
Henry  C.  Beebe  Post,  No.  223,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
in  Masonry  has  attained  the  Royal  Areh  de- 
gree. By  perseverance,  determination  and 
honorable  effort  he  has  overcame  the  obstacles 
which  barred  his  path  to  success  and  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  prosperous  men  of  Rich- 
mond. The  determination  which  he  showed  in 
his  attempt  to  become  a  Union  soldier  has 
been  manifested  in  all  his  dutira  of  citizen- 
ship and  he  is  most  loyal  to  the  public  welfare. 


JAMES  A.  CANFIELD. 

James  A.  Canfield,  a  retired  farmer  of 
Mount  Cleiiiens.  was  born  in  this  city  Jan- 
uary 27  1832  his  parents  being  William  and 
Ann  (Clemens)  ( anfield  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Sa\biwk  Connecticut  and  the  lat- 
tei  of  Detr  >  t  "Michigan  His  paternal 
grandfath  r  Joel  Canheld  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  theie  spent  his  entire  life, 
fillowm^  the  occupation  of  faiming  He 
served  as  i  captain  in  the  state  militia  and 
was  an  impoitant  figure  m  his  locality,  his 
infiuenu  extending  t\en  lu\oud  the  bound- 
aiies  of  his  count\  He  died  it  the  \ener- 
able  age  of  eighti  nine  ^eirs  William  Can- 
held  his  son  was  leirtd  m  the  Charter  Oak 
state  and  m  eaih  life  engaged  m  meichan- 
dising  He  came  to  the  west  in  1829  and  was 
the  ownei  ot  a  faim  (ue  mile  north  of  the 
Lourthous  on  the  dratiot  road  m  Clinton 
township  A.  part  of  this  land  is  still  in 
possession  of  his  son  James  A  William 
Canheld  •ier\ed  as  a  geneial  in  the  state  mil- 
itia and  «as  veiv  prominent  in  public  af- 
fairs his  abiht\  well  fitting  him  foi  lead- 
ership He  did  much  to  mold  public  thought 
and  opinion  and  he  was  honored  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  by  election  to  the  senate  on  sev- 
eral different  occiisions.     His  early  political 


allt-,nn  wis  .,ni.n  ti  th  il  j1  ti  n  party 
and  lit  1  h  jmicd  the  lanlts  rt  the  republi- 
can pditv  when  it  wis  formed  to  pievent  the 
fuithti  LVtension  of  slavery  He  had  the 
happ>  faculty  of  living  peaceabl>  with  all 
men  ±01  while  he  held  firm  convictions  he 
11  vcrtheless  displayed  deference  for  the 
)piiiicni)  of  others  and  believed  m  according 
to  liLS  fellow  men  the  right  whieh  he  reserved 
til  him-ielt — of  forming  hia  own  ideas  on 
questions  ittecting  the  geneial  welfare.  For 
e^eial  ^  ars  he  scived  as  issessoi  At  an 
early  da\  he  was  prominent  m  the  Presby- 
terian church  Later  because  of  dissension 
which  aiise  in  the  membership  he  was  in- 
stnimental  in  establishing  the  Congrega- 
tional elmich  but  subsequentlj  used  his  in- 
fluence to  reunite  the  churches  He  was  also 
1  piime  mover  in  the  oiganization  of  the 
State  \giicultural  Society  and  his  activities 
touched  man\  lines  of  advancement,  while 
his  efforts  proved  faneathmg  and  beneficial. 
He  died  in  1877  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
\eiii  honored  and  respected  bv  all  who  Itneiv 
him  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Clemens  the  foundei  of  the  citj  of  Mount 
(  lemens  ind  hei  death  occuried  m  1879. 
then  she  was  set enty  five  'vears  of  age.  In 
th  Ji  faiiiilv  weie  six  children  five  of  whom 
reached  mature  years,  while  Charles  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  are :  James  A. ;  Wil- 
liam J.,  who  died  in  1904  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years;  Frank  H.,  a  resident  of  Detroit. 
Michigan;  Augustus,  who  died  in  1849  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years;  and  Arthur  L.,  who 
died  in  1900  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 

James  A.  Canfield  received  but  limited 
school  privileges.  He  worked  upon  the  homf- 
farm  through  the  period  of  his  youth,  or 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  land  adjoining  Mount  Clemens  on 
the  north.  There  he  lived  for  thirty-three 
years,  when  he  sold  part  of  that  property  and 
removed  to  No.  139  South  Gratiot  street, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired.  Upon  a  part 
of  his  original  farm  stands  the  St.  Joseph 
sanitarium  piid  bathhouse  at  No.  215  North 
avenue.  Other  jiortions  of  the  property  were 
divided  into  city  lots  while  the  remainder 
is  rtill  in  possession  of  Mr.  Canfield.  The  rise 
in  land  values  enabled  him  to  sell  to  splen- 
did advantage  and  thereby  secure  an  income 
sufficient  to  supply  him  with  all  of  the  neces- 
sities and  many  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries 
of  life. 

Mr.  Canfield  was  married  September  15. 
1857.  to   Miss  Emily  K.  Robinson,   a  dau^rh- 
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U'v  of  William  H.  and  Emily  E.  (PiUsbnry) 
Koliiiison,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey 
iind  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  They  spent 
their  early  married  life  in  New  York  city  and 
ill  1836  Mr.  Kobinson  eanie  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  a  year 
later.  He  was  a  machinist  and  largely  en- 
ji'ag'ed  in  making  gnns  for  the  Indians.  lie 
died  ill  1H72,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  while 
Ins  wife  jiassed  awav  January  2,  1858,  at  the 
i\gc  (if  forty-three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Can- 
field  had  two  children,  but  have  lost  both: 
Willis  K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
yeai-s;  and  Isabella  B.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years.  Mrs.  Canfleld  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  man 
of  modest,  unaissiiining  manner,  and  is  known 
as  a  kind  and  generous  neighbor  and  gootl 
citizen. 


(iEORUE  li.  NIMS. 

Through  a  half  century  (jcoi'fre  R,  Nims 
was  actively  engaged  in  farming,  but  is  now 
living  retired  in  Romeo,  enjoying  a  rest  that 
is  certainly  I'iehly  merited.  He  has  lived  in 
Mactmil)  coimt.v  since  the  fall  of  1855.  avriv- 
iii!,'  here  wlivii  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
years.  lie  was  born  in  Chittenden  county, 
Vermont,  July  26,  .1836,  and  is  descended 
from  English  ancestry,  the  first  representa- 
tives of  the  naiin'  in  America  living  in  Deer- 
field,  Ma-ssaelnisettJi,  wJieii  this  country  was 
still  niniiliei'ed  among  llie  i-olonini  possessions 
iif  (ireat  Hritain.  .Joiiatliiui  Nims.  the  grand- 
father was  bofii  in  Massaehusetts  and  Dr. 
Iteulx'ii  Nims.  the  father,  was  also  a  native  of 
Ihat  state,  born  in  17!)+.  There  lie  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  .voiith  and,  deciding 
upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  life  work, 
be  studied  in  that  state  and  prepared  for 
his  chosen  calling.  He  was  married  in  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Sophia  Whitor,  also  born  in  tliat 
state,  and  they  afterward  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, where  Dr,  Nims  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  until  1855.  In  the  faU  of 
that  year  he  came  with  his  family  to  Jlich- 
igan,  settling  in  Washington  townsliip,  Ma- 
coinl)  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
,iiist  south  and  east  of  Romeo.  He  then  gave 
up  meilical  practice  in  order  to  devote  his 
unilivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  he  eontimied  his  farm  interests  here  with 
success  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death  in  the  winter  of  1869.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  passed  away  in  1890.  They 
were    the   parents   of    seven     sons     and   two 


daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  mature  years 
with  the  exception  of  the  eldest  son,  George 
W.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Hon. 
William  R.  Nims  located  at  Lexington,  Mich- 
igan, where  he  became  prominent  in  business 
life  and  public  affairs.  He  exerted  a  wide 
intlueuce  there  and  was  elected  and  served  as 
a  member  of  the  state  senate.  Hannibal  II. 
Nims  also  went  to  Lexington  in  early  man- 
hood and  there  he  enlisted,  joining  Company 
K  of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  of  W'hich 
he  was  elected  captain,  soon  aftenvard  re- 
ceiving his  commission.  He  was  killed  in 
service  at  Jonesboro,  Georgia.  George  R.  is 
next  in  the  family.  Charles  S,,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  busings  at  Harbor 
Beach,  Michigan,  was  elected  and  served  as 
supervisor,  but  afterward  removed  to  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
March  23,  1905.  His  remains  were  then 
brought  back  to  Harbor  Beach  for  interment. 
Jerome  W,  Nims  piirchased  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs,  and  thus  succeeded  to  the  old  home 
property.  He  was  an  influential  and  valued 
citizen  of  his  community  and  served  for  twen- 
ty-seven consecutive  years  as  supervisor,  act- 
ing as  president  of  the  honorary  county  board 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  state 
senator.  He  died  February  24,  1902.  Ed- 
ward L.  Nims  is  a  business  man  of  Lexington, 
Michigan.  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Knapp,  a  lumber  manufacturer  of  Ijexington, 
Michigan.  Frances  is  the  wife  of  B.  E.  B. 
Kennedy,  a.  lawyer  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

George  R.  Nims  spent  the  first  nineteen 
years  of  his  life  in  his  native  state  and  re- 
ceived good  educational  privileges  there.  He 
afterward  attended  the  Dickinson  Institute  at 
Romeo  and  he  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
be  and  his  brother  Jerome  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home  prop- 
erty. They  carried  on  the  farm  together  for 
a  number  of  years  and  were  also  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  meeting  w'ith  excellent  suc- 
cess as  cheese  manufacturers,  their  output 
reaching  eight  thousand  pounds  annually.  At 
a  later  date,  however,  Mr.  Nims  of  this  re- 
view sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  and 
bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Ray,  comprising 
eighty  acres  upon  which  some  improvements 
had  been  made.  He  continued  the  work  of 
cultivation  and  development  there  until  1901. 
when  he  rented  his  farm  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Borneo,  purchasing  a  residence  here 
that  he  has  since  occupied. 

Mr,  Nims  was  married  in  Farmington,  Mich- 
igan, November  18,  1885,  to  Miss  Sarah  Hope 


.y  Google 


PAST    AND    PRP:SF,XT    OF    ftrACOiMB    COUNTY 


(Jreeii,  whose  birtli  occurroil  in  Clinton  uoiiu- 
ty,  Jlichigan,  u  daughter  of  Forest  S.  Ureen. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
when  nine  years  of  age  was  brought  to  this 
state,  where  he  was  reared.  In  Clintoa  coun- 
ty he  wedded  Mary  Ann  Mevrihew,  who  was 
also  horn  in  New  York.  Mr.  Green's  father 
followed  farming  in  Clinton  county  until 
1861,  when  he  joined  the  Third  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, of  which  he  became  first  orderly  and  bu- 
gler, but  he  died  in  St.  Louis  in  the  saino 
year  before  the  command  had  been  ordered 
to  the  south.  Mrs.  Niiiis  was  one  of  eight 
children  who  reached  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, the  first  being  Merrihew,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  died  in  service  in  1865; 
Naomi,  who  resides  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Nims; 
James  M.,  of  Fannington;  Horace,  of  North- 
vilie,  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Bowen,  of  Car- 
roll, Iowa;  Mrs.  Henrietta  A.  Cuer,  of  Rome; 
Mrs.  Betsy  C.  Osbom,  of  Maple  Rapids, 
Michigan ;  Luther,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

Mr.  Niras  votes  with  the  republican  party, 
having  advocated  its  principles  since  casting 
his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abrabam  Lin- 
coln in  1860.  He  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired offiee,  but  has  always  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  his  farming  interests  until  his 
retirement  from  business.  For  fifty  years  he 
was  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits 
in  this  county  and  well  deserves  to  be  classed 
with  the  representative  farmers,  so  directing 
hLs  labors  that  they  brought  him  a  good  finan- 
cial return.  Mr.  Nims  has  worked  persistently 
and  earnestly,  realizing  that  labor  is  the  source 
of  all  success.  His  business  affairs  have  al- 
ways been  honorably  conducted  and  now  he  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil,  occu- 
pying a  pleasant  home  in  Romeo,  where  he  is 
surrounded  with  the  comforts  that  go  to  make 
life  worth  living. 


WILLIA"M  S.  DONALDSON. 

Williani  S.  Donaldson,  one  of  the  leading 
representatives  of  industrial  interests  in 
Mount  Clemens,  was  bom  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  October  10,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Isabella  (True)  Donaldson,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  isle.  Fol- 
lowing their  marriage  they  came  to  the 
United  States,  making  their  way  at  once  to 
Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  county,  where  the 
father  purchased  land  near  Cady's  Corner. 
His  attention,  however,  was  j^iven  to  black- 


smithing,  which  trade  he  learned  in  early 
life.  He  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  thirty-eight  years  and  his  wife,  long  sur- 
viving him,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years. 

William  S.  Donaldson  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  what  was  then  the  district  schools 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  he  began  earning  his 
own  living  by  working  at  odd  jobs  after  his 
father's  death.  He  learned  the  blacksmith- 
ing  trade  in  early  life  and  in  1862  ho  estab- 
lished a  blacksmith  shop  on  Front  street, 
on  the  lot  adjoining  his  present  manufactur- 
ing establishment,  and  thus  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  a  business  of  large  dimensions.  His 
brother,  Andrew  T.  Donaldson-,  wa?i  adjnitted 
to  a  partnerhip  about  1865.  and  they  have 
since  continued  together.  Their  firet  shop 
was  a  small  wooden  building  and  they  did 
horseshoeing,  repairing  and  carriage  build- 
ing. Their  trade  constantly  increased  from 
the  beginning,  for  their  skill  was  manifest 
and  their  business  methods  were  found  to 
be  reliable.  As  their  financial  resources  in- 
creased, and  as  their  trade  constantly  grew 
they  formed  plans  for  extending  the  scope 
of  their  business  and  soon  erected  a  large 
blacksmith  shop.  They  then  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  wagons,  biiggies  and  sleighs,  and 
their  business  developed  so  rapidly  that  in 
1871  they  erected  a  foundry  in  which  they 
could  make  their  own  castings.  When  this 
was  placed  in  operation  they  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  agricultural  implements  and 
they  also  qviickly  utilized  the  opportunities 
for  manufacture  along  other  lines.  A  new 
foundry  was  erected  in  1875  and  in  1883  an 
extensive  addition  was  made  to  the  plant  by 
the  erection  of  a  three-story  building,  front- 
ing on  Front  and  East  streets.  In  1890  a 
new  wood-working  and  machinery  shop  was 
added  and  since  that  year  the  firm  has  been 
constantly  adding  storerooms  and  enlarging 
its  different  departments.  Although  addi- 
tional ground  was  purchased,  adjoining  the 
little  lot  on  which  their  first  blacksmith  shop 
was  erected,  they  had  not  space  enough  on 
this  triangle  for  their  growing  business  and 
they  have  secured  property  elsewhere  for 
storage  purposes.  The  company  now  manu- 
factures twenty-seven  different  patterns  of 
plows,  twelve  different  kinds  of  cultivators, 
five  harrows,  also  corn-planters,  sugar  beet 
weeders  and  road  scrapers.  In  fact,  they 
manufacture  various  kinds  of  agricultural  im- 
plements in  addition  to  wagons,  buggies, 
sleighs,  drays  and  bob-sleds.  The  firm  annn- 
allv  uses  many  thoiisandN  of  feet  of  himher 
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and  iDoiv  t.lmii  twunty-fivc  htindred  tons  of 
]>ij.>'-iron,  Kiiipldynieiit  is  furnished  to  one 
(nrndrtnl  and  twenty-five  men  throughout  the 
yi.'ar.  Ai^  thoir  products  are  many  the  plant 
is  ahva,\'s  in  operation  nnd  the  ontpnt  is  sent 
jKit  only  to  all  parts  of  America,  but  to  for- 
eign countries  as  well.  The  plant  is  to-day 
equipped  with  the  latest  improved  machinery 
and  the  woj'ks  of  the  lirm  of  Donaldson 
lin)t)UTs  i-onstitnte  the  leading  productive  in- 
dustry of  Mount  Clemens. 

Williajii  S.  Donaldson  has  been  the  pro- 
liioter  or  a  co-operant  factor  in  many  other 
Inisiness  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  is  the 
]>resident  and  a  stockholder  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Electric  Light  Company,  of  which 
he  assisted  in  organizing.  He  is  likewise  a 
Htockholder  and  director  in  the  Citizens  Sav- 
infcs  Bank,  with  which  he  has  thus  been  iden- 
tiiied  from  its  organization.  In  connection 
■with  Oeorfre  W.  Robertson  and  Robert 
Shook  he  built  the  tirat  water  works  of 
Blount  Clemens  and  he  is  also  a  trustee  and 
tlie  treasurer  of  the  Clinton  (Jrove  Cemetery 
-Asso  elation. 

Mr.  Donaldson  has  been  twice  married.  In 
18(i5  he  wedded  Sarah  Leonard,  a  daughter 
of  Sylvanus  Leonard,  of  Mount  Clemens, 
who  died  four  vears  later,  leaving  a  son — 
Arlliiir  L.  In  187<i  lii>  wedded  Eliza  Har- 
rin^noM.  A  dau'iliter  of  lleiirv  llin-rington, 
of  ."Mount  Cleuieus.  who  was  (uu-  (.f  the  earlv 
s<.ttlers  of  the  vilht-e  of  Frederick.  The 
childri'i!  (if  the  second  marriage  are:  James 
K..  who  is  pursuing  a  course  in  the  Michigan 
I'uivi-rsitv:  Ralph:  Phillip:  Llovd ;  and 
Irene. 

.Mr.  Doualdsmi  is  a  uieinber  of  :^ronnt 
Clemens  lo.lge.  \o.  fi,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  of 
Damascus  comniandery.  No.  42,  K.  T.,  of  De- 
fi-oit.  and  is  a  mi-mher  of  the  MvKtie  Shrine. 
I!c  is  t(>-dav  one  of  the  oldest  i-epresentatives 
of  the  l)lue  lodge  of  .\lounl  Clemens,  and 
lias  alwavs  heeu  in  harnionv  with  the  teaeh- 
iu-s  and  tenets  of  tin'  craft.  He  has  served 
as  (-ouiu'iiinan  of  Mnniit  Clenn^ns.  filling  that 
position  at  the  time  the  town  was  changed 
into  a  eity.  He  is  a  trustee  and  chaii'mau 
of  the  lioard  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
ehin-eh  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  is  interested 
in  evei'v  progressive  measure  that  tends  to 
ndvanee  the  nniterial.  intellectual,  social  and 
iiioj-ai  ]n'ogi'ess  of  his  eonnunnity.  Possessing 
a  elear  head,  always  busy,  always  eareiul 
and  conservative  in  finaneial  measures,  mov- 
ing slowly  but  surely  in  every  transaction, 
he  has  had  few  superiors  in  the  steady  prog- 
ress wliieh    invariably    reaches   lis   ob.ioetive 


point.  The  story  of  his  achievement,  in  the 
face  of  diffietdties,  must  inspire  all  young 
men  who  read  it  with  a  truer  estimation  of 
the  value  and  sure  rewards  of  character. 


IIOJIKR  T.  RECTOR. 

Homer  T,  Rector,  who  has  worked  his  way 
upward  from  an  humble  beginning  until  now, 
possessed  of  a  comfortable  competence  as  the 
result  of  years  of  earnest  toil,  he  is  living  a 
retired  life  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Volney,  Oswego  county,  New 
York,  September  1,  1830,  hLs  parents  being 
John  and  Sally  (Howard)  Rector,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Xew  Hampshire.  The  Rectors  are  of  German 
lineage,  the  name  being  originally  spelled 
Rechter.  but  it  was  changed  to  the  anglicized 
form  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  ances- 
tors of  'Our  subject  having  settled  in  New 
Amsterdam,  now  New  York  city,  at  a  ver;*' 
early  day.  The  Howard  faniilv  traces  its  an- 
ee:-Ttry  back  to  Xaflumiel  Howard.  Mrs.  Rec- 
tor's father  wa.s  thrown  ffoin  a  lmr.se  and 
killed  on  the  night  that  she  was  born,  and 
her  mother  afterward  married  Benjamin 
Beels.  John  Rector  had  five  children,  of 
^*hom  three  are  living. 

Homer  T.  Rector  came  to  Jlichigan  in  1839, 
.settling  at  Algonac,  and  when  a  young  man 
he  attended  school,  for  he  had  no  chance  to 
acquire  an  education  in  his  younger  years. 
He  arrived  in  this  state  seven  years  after  his 
father,  who  bought  a  fort.v-acre  tract  of  land, 
extending  from  the  road  to  the  river.  Later, 
however,  the  father  returned  to  New  York, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Homer  T.  Rector 
piircbased  a  fann  at  Port  Huron,  but  after- 
ward learned  the  boat  business  and  was  en- 
gaged as  a  cook  on  a  vessel  for  ten  years,  and 
was  captain  of  the  vessel  Tfphena  in  1852, 
Following  his  marriage  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  farm  in  Clyde  township.  St.  Clair  coun- 
t.v,  ^lichigan,  where  he  remained  for  fifteen 
years,  when  he  sold  out  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  seventy  acres  from  Joseph  Cole  at 
Cady's  Corners,  Macomb  county,  5Ir.  Cole 
having  purchased  this  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  Rector  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  t-o  agricultural  pursuits  from  1865 
until  1901,  developing  an  excellent  farm 
whose  productive  fiel(fe  yielded  him  a  good 
financial  return.  He  then  sold  the  property, 
and  in  1902  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  is  spending  his  declining  years  in  quiet 
and  retirement  from  further  labor,  the  sue- 
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cess  of  his  earlier  days  L'imblin{r  him  now  to 
enjoy  a  well  earned  rest. 

When  he  bought  the  farm  it  was  all  wild. 
This  he  cleared  and  built  the  house  and  barns 
and  made  good  farm  property.  He  was  also 
engaged  in  the  tile  business  for  three  years 
after  coming  here. 

On  the  lat  of  January,  1850,  Mr.  Rector 
was  married  to  Mi.ss  Eliza,  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Ann  (Stanton)  Thompson  of  De- 
troit, in  whieb  eity  the  pai-ents  spent  their 
last  days.  They  had  four  daughters  and  a 
son,  and  tliree  daiighters  are  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rector  have  beeojue  the  parents  of  four 
children:  John  I.I.,  who  is  living  in  Ilickey, 
Michigiin;  Kllii.  the  wife  of  Thomas  Berry,  of 
Mount  Cl{;iiii'iis:  l-ola,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years;  and  Gs'orge,  who  died  in  infaney. 

Mr.  Jieetor  is  a  doniocrat  in  polities,  but 
has  never  sought  or  desired  office,  although 
he  has  served  ns  school  director  and  road 
coniiiiifisii)iier.  IIIm  venr.-;  for  a  Ions  period 
were  IWUi  with  iinrfiniiriiij;'  toil  iuid  it  is 
tbrou^'li  Ins  own  ell'orts  thiit  h<-  hiis  worked 
his  way  ujiwunl.  lie  begun  life  in  iiii  humble 
capacity,  hut  he  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  and  has  so  ntili/.ed  his  advan- 
tnges  that  he  is  now  a  prosperous  citizen  of 
Mount  Clemens. 


FiiA.\K  J.  IIIRT. 


Frjink  J.  llirt,  whose  biisiness  career  has 
been  siiarked  hy  consecutive  advancement 
along  pi-ogressive  lines  until  he  is  now  cashier 
of  the  Macomb  County  Savings  Bank  and 
a  leading  representative  of  financial  interests 
at  Riclunond,  was  bom  in  Casco,  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  December  8,  1870.  His 
father,  John  A.  llirt,  a  native  of  tlermany, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1848,  and 
after  spending  three  or  four  years  in  Detroit, 
removed  to  St.  Clair  county,  being  one  of  the 
original  locators  of  the  township  of  Casco.  lie 
cast  in  his  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers  and 
his  efforts  proved  beneficial  in  reclaiming  it 
for  the  purposes  of  civilization.  There  he 
carried  on  farming  until  1871,  and  while  liv- 
ing in  that  county  he  served  as  supervisor, 
as  treasiirer  and  commissioner  of  Casco  town- 
ship. He  is  a  shoeworker  by  trade  and  has 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  followed  that  busi- 
ness throughout  his  entire  life  in  connection 
with  other  interests.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Schwartz,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children,  Imt  seven 
of  the  number  died  in  infancy. 
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J  link  J  llirt  the  M>m 
IS  indebted  to  thi  publn  - 
foi  tlie  tdni  itmn  d  pinih^is  tliit  m 
hnn  foi  lite  s  piattical  uul  ii  pmi  iIiIl  do 
ties  In  his  youth  ht  learned  tht  piintu  s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  a  numhi  i  ot 
jeirs  andiiilSljhi  pntthisi,d  tin  KiLhmond 
Review  whub  h.  <<mdn,t,d  until  1^<1')  wlun 
he  sobl  til  It  |>i()i  I  Kid  i<<  |it  <1  I  p  ^  iU<m 
m  the  "\li(u;jil  (  niiiit\  "^iMii-s  1' ml  d 
Lenox;  Altd  tbu,  luoiitbs  hi  \\  is  m  idi 
tashiei  and  has  siucl  acted  ni  that  capiiit\ 
During  the  six  jears  in  which  he  has  tlitis 
served  the  businiss  of  the  bink  his  In  i  n 
steadih  ^lo^m^  nid  Hiiw  Ins  isits  iiii  unit 
ing  to  thn  liiniihMl  thnusiiii!  doll  its  lb. 
leport  of  til  hull  sli  «s  i  m  i  ^  s  ili  J  i  ton 
growth  in  the  bu  iik  s  iml  thti  is  i  pud  ni 
ipital  stock  of  t\vcut>  five  tbousund  dollus 
a  suiplus  fund  of  fi\e  thousand  doUais  niid 
undnided  profits  of  more  th  iii  hn  thousind 
dollars      The  bnil    In      i  <I  i^sdois    uid 

I  geneial  banknu  I  II  h  i    I  mi   wbili 

commercial  and  u    I     ml     n     n     iK<  m  nit 

Ihe  Biieeesis  o±  tli  m  inul  i  i  dm  in  no 
small  degzee  to  the  efUits  .it  Mi  Iliit  \\lio 
IS  a  pleasant  and  popul  n  othi  i  il  nul  whih 
n(  ^electing  no  dutv  to  thi  b  ml  is  it  tb.  sum 
tune  consideiate  and  accointiio  1  itnu  to  Ms 
pations 

On  the  bthof  D.cemlHi  1'-'))  o-fuiredthi 
m  Ullage  of  ^li  Ilirt  to  Mis.s  Btssie  Simmons 
of  Richmond  i  dni^htei  ot  jmdic  Simmons 
one  of  the  successful  residents  ot  Kiehmond 
The>  have  one  ^on,  Paul  Stnnli  \  In  loni 
jHunity  attaiis  Mr  Hut  is  utm  md  inflm  n 
tial  and  is  now  servm^  tm  I  In  sin  ii<l  t  im 
as  villa^  treasuiei  to  wbn  ii  ittisilnm  In  w  is 
elected  m  IWi  ITe  is  n  M  ismi  in  Odd  Lei 
low  and  a  Foiestei  and  m  bis  liti  i  m  hi 
plihei  thi  spirit  of  the  St  oi.mi/itions  win.h 
aie  bised  upon  mutual  hil|itiiliiis  md  binlli 
eiij  kindness  He  is  H(o_iii/(d  is  i  \i)iin_ 
man  of  much  pioiiu  i  |>i  si  s  ru  I  iu<l  dih 
ambition  and  a  ftiiii  (ht(  i  inn  itnni  wliidi  rtill 
bnrok  no  obstades  tint  in  i\  b.  o\  h  onii  li\ 
peisistint    md  bdiioi  dili    dt  nt 


PRKDEKICK  (!.  KENDRICK. 

'l'h\n  gentleiiiau  is  entitled  to  distinction  sis 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Mount  Clemens.  TTpon  the 
commercial  activity  of  a  coniiniinity  depeuds 
its  prosperity  and  the  men  who  are  now  rec- 
ognized as  lending  eitiwiis  tire  those  who  are 
Mt  the  head  lA'  extensive  business  enterprises. 
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ick  is  n  jiiiiti  of  bvoiul  L'iipabilities, 
■i  fiit'ward  til  sn<?cessful  completion 
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i  of  his  eleetion  as  sheritV,  Mr,  K'eiidi 
lias  been  ever  since  identified  wilh  the  biisii- 
iiess  profiress  of  the  eity.  Soon  after  the  ex- 
jiirntion  of  bis  term  of  office  as  sheriff,  he 
eniiayed  in  the  hardware  business  in  the  city, 
and  somewhat  later  in  the  niHnnfacture  of 
sash,  doors  iiiid  blinds,  for  many  years  oper- 
ating; a  mill  on  Ilnbbard  avenue  near  the 
iirand  Trunk  cro^sinfr.  In  1875  he  bewail 
laliing  buildinp  contracts,  which  business  was 
earried  on  very  siicei^sfully  for  several  years. 
He  bas  also  been  <|iiite  extensively  eugajjed  in 
the  iiiaiiufaetnre  of  lumber,  owning  a  sawmill 
in  Tiivtiioiith.  Saginaw  county.  After  the 
linrniiiu-  of  the  OriRinal  Ratbhouse  in  1882  it 
was  hiriiely  due  to  Mr.  Kendrick's  personal 
work  and  iiifineiiee  that  its  proprietoi-s  were 
liersnaded  to  rebuild,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  for  thus  avoiding  a  very  serious 
setback  to  the  progress  of  the  eity,  which 
^vould  have  followed  the  abandonment  of  that 
batbiii!!'  establisbiiiejit.  From  that  time  until 
the  sale  of  the  North  &  Johnson  interests  to 
the  Original  B;itbin<r  and  Hotel  Company,  a 
eor]iocatioii  in  wbieb  Mr.  Kendriek  was  very 


largely  interested,  Mr,  Kendriek  was  practi- 
cally the  manager  of  the  interests  of  North 
&  Johnson  in  the  Original  Springs  and  hotel 
property  eoniieeted  therewith,  lie  was  one  of 
the  organizers  and  is  the  present  general  man- 
ager of  the  :\l.niiii  Clemens  Bitter  Water 
Company  and  was  for  many  years  the  vice- 
president     of     the     Mount    'Cleitiens    Savings 

Bank.  Besides  Ihese  eo!er|.rise,  lu'  has  also 
been  jitteiv.^ted   iii   r-.-iil  .-.lal.'    ami  i,  fegarded 

liable  Inisiues;.  mm  of  llie  cily.  Alllioiigb'Mr. 
Kendriek    has    loi'   the    past    few 


restrn 
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enterprises,  be  is  stiil  largely  interested  in  the 
liriek  &  Tib^  Company,  a  stockholder  in  three 
state  banks  and  is  president  of  the  J.  M.  Bour 
Coni]ianv  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

On  the  5th  day  of  May,  1862.  Mr.  Kendriek 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  ih'iiriettii 
Elsey,  a  daughter  of  Henry  KIsey,  who  was 
from  Leipsie,  (iernianv,  and  to  them  were 
liorn  ten  ebihlren,  of  wlio)ii  one  son  and  seven 
dauilbters  are  living,  liamelv:  Caroline.  ^>  ife 
of  .John  .M.  B<mr.  of  Toledo,  Ohio:  llattie, 
wife  of  Williard  (i.  Heattie.  also  of  Toledo: 
Kmma.  wife  of  Kred  (liienther.  of  Detroit, 
Miebigan:  Julia,  wife  of  Calvin  Davis,  of 
.Aloinit  Clemens:  Frank  J.,  of  ^lacondi  town- 
ship, this  .-oiintv:  and  Berllia.  KIsie  Mav  and 
.Maiyaret,  still  livin--  at  home.  The  familv 
are  members  of  the  Oerman  l-lvaiigeljeal 
Lntberan  eliiireh  and  are  iiromiiient  soeially, 
,Mr.  Kendriek  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
|ironiiiient  part  in  llie  soeial.  ]>o]itical  and  in- 
dustrial affairs  of  llie  eouiity  and  is  a  recog- 
niwd  leader  in  the  eommniiity. 


JOHN  C.  MILLEK. 

One  of  the  representative  and  prominent 
farmei's  of  Chesterfield  township  is  John  C. 
Miller,  whose  home  is  on  section  18.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Macomb  township  April  4,  1865, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  late  John  D.  and  Fred- 
erika  (Frederick)  Sliller,  who  are  represented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.  He  was  prin- 
cipally educated  in  private  German  schools, 
though  for  two  winters  he  was  a  student  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Miller  early  became  familiar  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  for  four  years  after 
reaching  manhood  continued  to  work  upon  his 
father's  farm.  He  then  accepted  a  position 
in  the  Plank  Road  sawmill,  where  he  remained 
one  year,  and  was  next  employed  on  the  farm 


,  Google 


FAST    AND    PRESENT    OP    MACOMB    COUNTY 


of  William  Yatt's,  near  Rochester,  for  nine 
moiitliB,  after  which  he  resumed  work  in  the 
sawmill  during  the  winter.  The  following 
spring  he  went  to  Mount  Clemens  and  worked 
in  Donaldson  Brothers'  factory  for  one  year. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  in  Chesterfield  township  from 
his  father  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
principally  to  agricultural  purstiits.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  upon  the  place, 
tiling  ahout  sixty  acres  of  it,  and  in  1900 
he  remodeled  his  residence  and  three  years 
later  built  a  fine  large  barn.  He  has  also 
added  to  the  original  homestead  a  tract  of 
thirty  acres  of  the  Max  Pni'ton  farm,  also 
nine  acres  atljoining  his  farm  which  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  ehnrch,  and  sixty-two  and  a 
half  acres  on  Cotton  road  in  claim  144,  owned 
by  T,  C.  Crittenden.  Although  engaged  in 
general  farming,  he  has  made  a  specialty  of 
the  raising  of  cow?*  for  dairy  purposes  and 
was  one  of  the  organizera  of  the  Chesterfield 
Creamerj',  being  elected  a  director  of  the 
same  in  1893.  The  following  year  he  was 
made  president,  which  position  he  held  for 
two  year.'^  at  that  time,  and  after  a  lapse  of 
two  years  was  again  elected  to  that  office, 
which  he  now  holds,  Por  nine  years  he  was 
also  a  director  of  the  old  German  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Companies  of  Macomb  and 
Wayne  counties.  In  business  affairs  he  is 
prompt,  energetic  and  notably  reliable,  and 
has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his  under- 
takings. 

On  the  10th  of  March.  1888,  Jlr.  Miller 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  jVlbertine 
Corbo,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Louisa  (Otto) 
Corbo,  of  Clinton  township,  this  connty.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Oermany,  in  1816,  and  on 
coming  to  ^licbigan  in  l^'A  locati'd  in  Clinton 
townshi]!,  whi'rc  he  was  i^iiiploycd  on  iliU'erent 
farms,  living  on  Di'.  Knight's  phice  for  ten 
years.  He  sul)w()iu>iitly  liouglit  fhifty-five 
acres  of  the  Snook  and  I'iihiis  farms,  where 
he  lived  the  rpiict  iiTid  iiiduKtrious  life  of  the 
agriculturist  until  called  to  Jiis  final  rest  July 
30,  1895.  His  widow  now  makes  ]icr  home 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  .Tnlni  ('.  Miller.  Two 
of  their  daughters  married  two  JIiIIit  broth- 
ers. Mr.  Corbo  helped  build  the  first  (jer- 
man  church  in  Mount  Clemens.  T^nto  our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  been  Imrn  sis  chil- 
dren, nainelv:  Arthur,  John,  Walter.  Harry, 
Roy  and  Edna,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Miller  was  the  last  drainage  commis- 
sioner of  his  township,  as  at  the  expiration 
of  his  four  years  in  office  that  work  was  turned 
over  to   a  eounty  drainage  commission.     He 


also  served  as  assessor  of  school  district 
No.  4  for  six  years  and  has  taken  (piiLe 
an  active  and  infiuential  part  in  public 
aifairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Clemens  lodge  No.  9,  W.  0.  W.,  the  Arbeiter 
Fraternal  Society  of  Mount  Clemens,  the 
Chesterfield  Grange,  and  the  Chesterfield  and 
Ray  Townships  Farmers'  Club.  His  wife 
also  belongs  to  the  last  named  organization, 
and  the  Chesterfield  Grange,  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  Grove  No.  10,  Supreme  Forest  of 
Woodmen  circle  of  Mineral  City.  They  stand 
high  socially  and  are  people  of  prominence 
in  the  community  where  they  reside. 


AUGUST  W.  MILLER. 

The  fanning  interests  of  Macomb  county 
are  well  represented  by  the  Miller  family, 
who  have  taken  a  very  active  and  prominent 
part  in  the  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  August  W.  Miller,  whose  home  is  on 
section  19,  Chesterfield  township,  was  born 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1867,  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, his  parents  being  John  D.  and  Frederika 
(Frederick)  Miller,  who  are  represented  els(>- 
where  in  this  volume.  In  boyhood  he  at- 
tended private  German  schools  and  after 
obtaining  a  good,  practical  education  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming. 

On  leaving  the  parental  roof  in  1888  Mr. 
Miller  purchased  his  present  farm  from  his 
father,  which  at  that  time  was  but  slightly 
improved,  and  to  its  further  development  and 
cultivation  he  has  devoted  his  energies  ever 
since,     haMng     tded  about  sixt>   acres      Ii 
1889  he  built  a  good  lesidencc  and  bain  up  n 
the  place  and  on  the  latter  is  a  laige  foui 
horsepowei    wnidnnll    with  which  he  gnnl 
all  the  feed  for  his  stock     He  his  an  ex  ei 
tionally  fine  ho^  pen   which  wa**  constiuct    I 
in  1904  and  is  entirely  of  cemtnt  except  th 
roof.     Ihis  pen  is  tlie  tirst  of  if.  kind  t 
structed   m   this     county     and   is   a   success 
In  addition  to  gcneril  farming  he  is  also  i 
terested  in  the  dairj    mismtss  and  wis  n 
of  the  oiganizers  of  th    (.hesterfield  Ciean 
ery,  seizing  as  rue  of  its  board  of  direct    -v 
for  the  past  six  ^cai-s     the  lailioad  innnu 
across  one   cornei    if  his  farm   cut   ofE  t 
acres,  which  he  sold  to  "ttilliam  Pairchtll 
and  he  then  bought  sixteen  acies  ot  (..eoigi 
Fuller  that  adjoined  his  farm. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  November  29,  1888, 
to  Miss  Emma  Corbo,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Louise  (Otto)  Corbo.  Tier  one  sister 
married  a  brother  of  our  subject.     To  August 
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illi'i'  mul  wife  liiivu  been  born  four  eliil- 
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■  Forest    VVoodiiHMi    CifcJe    of    .Mineral 
Hid  the  Ladies'  Aid  Siieiety.     They  are 

■  and  favorably  known  and  their  circle 
eiKls  seeTiis  only  limited  by  their  circle 


OLIVKK  CIlAi'OTON. 

Oliver  Chapoton,  a  leading  eili^eri  of  .Ma- 
(■latib  cunnty  for  t!iree-i|u;irtei-s  of  a  century, 
traees  his  descent  to  -lean  Haptisto  Chapoton 
of  V!i7.<>]\<\  Fraii.-o,  who  went  to  Detroit, 
.Miclii-an.  in  HIS  as  siu>>;voii  in  the  French 
urtuy  with  the  rank  of  major.  In  17:^0  he 
married  Jlarv  .Madeleine  Estene  and  hiw 
death,  in  17t>ll.  was  followed  by  that  of  his 
wife  in  IIUH. 

■lean  li.  Chapoton.  his  Kon.  was  born  in 
1721,  was  married  in  17r)r>  to  Felicite  Ceeyre, 
A  fnr  tnider  and  interpreter  he  took  part  in 
the  negotiations  with  Chief  Pontiae  during 
the  Pontiae  war.  His  soji,  Jean  B.  Chapoton, 
was  born  in  1758  and  died  in  18:^6.  He 
uas   mentioned    by    the    Bi'itisb    eiiiLmmndant 

.Anierieans  at    Vineennes."      hi   1780  he  tiiar- 


Then 


!li 


I  lei 


rried  in  1817  to  JIadeleine 
Droiiillard.  «lio  died  in  XH-'f,.  lie  took  part 
in  tlie  war  of  \SV2  as  a  ineinber  of  Captain 
Andrains  company  of  scouts  and  was  in  the 
skirmish  of  Long  "Woods. 

Oliyer  Chapoton  whs  born  .Tan\iar.v  18, 
1826,  and  remained  in  Detroit  until  18^0. 
lie  ivmeiiibers  seeing  in  that  year  the  execu- 
tion of  Winmiojis.  who  was  the  last  man 
liaii-ed  in  .Michigan.  In  18;^0  the  family  re- 
moved to  Mount  Clemens  and  he  was  appren- 
ticed, duly  Id.  1841,  to  his  brother-in-law.  C. 
(leiiereiix.  who  was  a  eooiier.  with  whom 
he  remained  for  two  yeai-s.  He  afterward 
ivorked  at  his  trade  in  the  village  of  Freder- 
ick until  1845,  when  he  entered  the  general 
store  of  J.  &  M.  Stephens,  remaining  there  for 
four  years.  He  then  became  a  partner  in  the 
firm  II.  AV.  Babeock  &  Company  and  after  two 
years  iVloore  Stephens  became  associated  with 
him  in  business  under  the  firm  style  of  Steph- 


ens &  Chapoton.  They  eondnetcd  a  general 
store  until  IHKO.  In  that  year,  with  Louis 
Charhonneau,  Sr.,  he  built  the  seow  Union 
which  they  used  in  the  cord  wood  trade  for 
.some  yeai-s.  After  selling  the  Union  he  built 
the  Frances,  also  h  scow,  and  later  the  steam 
barge  Florence,  which  was  used  in  this  trade 
for  many  years.  In  the  winter  of  1879-80 
with  I'aptain  (lilbert  La  Craix  he  bnilt  the 
first  "'City  of  :\lount  Clemens,"  which  they 
ran  in  the  lumber  and  eoal  trade  between 
Lake  Huron  ami  LhIic  Erie  ports  until  she  was 
sold  ill  188;^  The  next  winter  thev  built  the 
second  "City  of  Mount  Clemens."  whicli  they 
ran  until  Mr.  (liaiHiton  disiiosed  of  his  inter- 
est to  Captain  La  Croi.K. 

In  1808  Mr.  Chapoton  was  elected  county 
Irciisurer,  hoidinn'  tile  officii  until  1878.  and 
afterward  served  as  deputy  until  1890.  Since 
then  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  interests 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Havings  Bank,  having 
been  its  president  since  its  organization,  June 
1,  1877.  in  whose  affairs  and  conduct  he 
takes  a  most  active  interest.  In  18(i0  he  was 
elected  recorder  of  the  village  of  .Mount  Clem- 
ens, which  position  he  held  until  1862.  He 
«-as  treasurer  in  1864  and  ])resident  from 
186;i  until  1869.  He  was  also  a  trustee  on 
the  school  hoard  fnmi  18fi7  until  1875  and 
acted  as  assessor  from  1870  until  1875.  He 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  erection  of  St,  Peter's  Catholic 
church. 

Ill  1852  Mr.  Chapi)t(m  was  married  to  Miss 
\  ieiiiia  Weston,  a  <langhter  of  Leonard  and 
.\iniira  We-ton,  who  died  tliree  years  later. 
In  .May  1^57.  lie  married  Katherine  Kearney, 
whose  parents,  Daniel  and  Katherine  (Dono- 
van! Kcarnev,  were  married  at  Bamlon.  Ire- 
land, in  1825.  and  on  coming  to  this  country 
settled  at  Black  Hock,  in  .\ew  York.  The 
family  came  to  .Mi.-liii.'an  in  1841).  locating  in 
that  part  of  W^arivn  known  as  the  Red  Run 
country.  Mrs.  Cliapoton  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer teachers  of  Jlaeomb  county,  beginning 
her  work  in  that  profession  in  1851.  Two  of 
the  children  of  this  family  are  living,  both 
residing  at  home- — Flirence  and  Henry  Oli- 
ver. The  latter  was  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  1894  and  has  since 
been  in  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  Chapoton  has  long  Jigiired  as  one  of  the 
iniiuential  and  leading  citizens  of  Macomb 
county.  He  is  a  methodical  man,  exact,  care- 
ful and  paiiistaking.  and  his  business  career 
has  been  characterized  by  consecutive  and 
commendable  progress.  He  can  relate  dates 
of   transactions   that   occurred    many   years 


.y  Google 


230 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


ago  with  a.  wonderful  degree  of  accuracy  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  county  and  its  history 
if  given  in  detail  would  prove  a  most  inter- 
esting story. 


HON.    WILIJAJL   b\   NAXK. 

Hon.  "William  F.  Naiik,  who  is  now  repre- 
senting his  district  in  the  state  legislature 
and  who  figures  prominently  in  the  businesn 
circles  of  itoimt  Clemens,  being  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  leading  livery  barns  at 
this  place,  was  born  in  Sehoenhausen,  tier- 
many,  July  21,  1867,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Augusta  (Haeker)  Nank,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  village,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  1866.  In  November, 
1873,  they  came  with  their  family  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  at  Fraser,  Macomb  county. 
The  father,  who  was  employed  in  a  stave  mill 
owned  bv  Steffens  &  Knorr,  was  born  March 
6,  1825, 'and  died  in  1894,  but  his  widow  is 
still  living.  In  their  family  were  five  chil- 
dren, namely  r  William  F. ;  Minnie,  the  wife 
of  August  Miller,  a  resident  of  Detroit, 
Michigan;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Albert  Koth, 
who  is  engaged  in  a  sawmill  and  threshing 
business  at  ITtica,  Michigan ;  Henry  F.,  who 
is  proprietor  of  a  dray  line  at  Utiea;  anc 
Charles,  who  is  a  coachman  at  Detroit. 

"William  F.  Nank  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges  for  his  assistance  was 
needed  in  the  clearing  and  improving  of  a 
forty-acre  tract  of  timber  land  on  section 
34,  Sterling  township,  near  Fraser,  which 
his  father  was  converting  into  a  farm.  Later 
he  assisted  in  the  improvement  of  another 
tract  on  section  33,  Sterling  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  and  upon  that  place  he  re- 
mained until  the  fall  of  1899,  when  he  sold 
this  farm  and  located  on  section  9,  in  the 
same  township. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1880,  William  P. 
Nank  left  home  and  was  variously  employed 
until  March,  1890,  when  he  returned  to  the 
old  homestead  and  the  following  year  he 
purchased  the  farm,  continuing  its  cultiva- 
tion and  further  improvement  until  1894.  It 
was  in  that  year  that  he  was  elected  sheriff 
of  Macomb  county  and  in  order  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  oiBce  he  removed  to  Mount 
Clemens.  He  was  re-elected  for  a  second 
term  on  the  republican  ticket  with  an  in- 
creased majority  and  he  made  a  most 
efficient  officer,  receiving  the  highest  com- 
mendation of  all  law-abiding  citizens,  while 
he  aroused  the  fear  and  dread  of  those  who 


do  not  hold  themselves  ;im enable  to  law. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  second  term  he  re- 
tired from  the  office  as  he  had  entered  it — 
with  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all 
concerned — and  then  returned  to  his  farm, 
but  after  two  ]iionths  he  sold  his  property 
and  again  came  to  Mount  Clemens.  Here  he 
purchased  Robert  Posner's  interest  in  the 
Palace  Ijivery,  conducting  the  same  in  part- 
nership with  Julius  Pingel,  the  firm  name 
being  Nank  &  Pingel,  and  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1893,  they  JidiMilted  Fnink  Reiehrath 
to  a  partnership.  Theirs  is  the  largest  and 
best  livery  in  Blount  Cleiiieus  Mini  lliey  :ir'c 
conducting  a  very  successful  business.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  Brick  &  Tile  Com 
pany  of  Mount  Clemens  for  two  years  and  lie 
is  the  owner  of  a  business  block  and  other 
property  here. 

ilr.  Nank  in  the  office  of  sheriff  did  not 
eomi>lete  his  office  holding,  for  he  has  been 
called  to  other  positions  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. He  served  as  clerk  of  Sterling  town- 
ship in  1893-4  and  in  1894  he  was  elected 
chaii-man  of  the  republican  county  central 
couiiuittce,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  public  works,  having  been  appointed  b\- 
ex-Mayor  R.  G.  Ullrich.  In  1904  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature,  proving  a  popular  candidate,  and 
receiving  a  strong  support,  being  elected  by 
a  majority  of  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Although  H  new  member  of  tlie  house  he  has 
already  been  placed  on  the  ways  and  means 
eomiLiittee,  committee  on  revision  of  statutes 
and  the  labor  committee,  and  has  been  in- 
strumental in  introducing  and  securing  the 
passage  of  several  important  hills.  He  is 
largely  engaged  in  the  work  of  constructive 
legislation  rather  than  attempting  to  sway 
the  house  by  brilliant  flights  of  oratory  and 
his  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficial. In  April,  1905,  he  strongly  opposed 
the  bill  introduced  into  the  house,  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  liquor  in  any  store  or  shop 
where  groceries  or  dry  goods  are  sold,  know- 
ing this  would  be  detrimental  to  many  small 
dealers  in  Macomb  county. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1891,  Mr.  Nank 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie 
Oehndte,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  M8.rie 
Oehmke,  of  Warren  township.  Their  chil- 
dren are ;  Roland  E.,  Hilda  B.  and  Theodore 
A.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  German 
Jjutheran  chiirch  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr. 
Nank  is  a  man  of  strong  i)hysiqiie  with  good 
intellectual  powers  and  is  a  natural  leader  of 
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iiivii.  In  his  iidi)|itod  cDiuity  lie  luis  done  iiuich 
lo  niuld  public  tliim^ijl  iind  opinion  aud  his 
biisidi'ss   iiiiil   pdliliciU    i-iii-iHT   are   likewise 


FAVNE  K.  LEECH. 

I'iiyiK'  K.  Lwdi  was  one  of  the  honort'd 
piiirii-cr  settlers  of  Maeoiiih  county,  and  he 
iivi'd  to  tint  very  venerahlc  jiue  oi!  ninetv-two 
y.-ai's.  ]ii.-  wii.s  l-ori)  -January  SI.  180S).  in 
Blouinlield.  Ontario  lounty.  Xew  York,  &  son 
of  PayiK'  K.  iUHl  Jonnna  tClai-lu-)  i.pi'ch.  He 
(;anie  to  Mitcoiiib  eounty.  .MichifiJin,  in  1829, 
hein^  at  that  time  iv  yimiip  man  of  twenty 
vear.s,  and  with  lii-s  hi-othcr  he  itnrchiised  a 
«Tist  and  sawmill,  hoth  of  whieh  were  in  di- 
lapidaled  <'undition.  'riie%-  put  them  in  gooiX 
running;  order,  an<l  in  the  spriuH'  of  1832 
J'ayiie  K.  lA'eeh  pnrehased  his  brother's  in- 
terest and  continued  the  operation  of  the 
mills  until  18H6.  He  then  purehased  one  hnn- 
dred  and  sixty  aeres  of  i)ai-tially  improved 
land.  n|>oii  whieh  he  resided  thi'oujrlwnt  hi-; 
reiiiaininu-  davs.  and  al  Ihe  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  Iw'o  Innidri'd  and  forty  aeri-s  of 
rii-h    aii<l    arable    land    whieh    returned    him 

.Mr.  Leeeh  was  ;iiarried.  -\p;'il  25.  1S:J2, 
lo  .Miss  Melimbi  (-■alh-",  a  daii^hler  of  .Mhert 
Fuller,  wlio  was  one  of  ihe  early  K'ttlei's  of 
Maeombeoiuitv.  lle!-i)ii-th  occurred  April  30. 
IHll,  in  Xew  'York.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leech  be- 
came the  j)arents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
f<nir  are  now  liviujr:  Cnrdon  C  horn  Feh- 
rnary  !).  1845,  was  married,  hut  lost  his  wife. 
He  lives  in  Port  Huron,  where  he  is  man- 
airer  for  a  cold  .stora^'c  house  for  the  ifieh- 
i^an  <;rocers  Coiopanv,  Frances  J.,  horn 
Dereniber  4.  1847,  i.  tile  wife  of  F.  D.  Alex- 
ander, a  merchant  of  Xenia  Ohio,  and  thev 
have  three  sons.  Albert  F  hoiu  beptember 
19.  1851,  attended  the  district  schools  and  the 
Utiea  hijrh  school  and  worked  ou  the  bonn 
farm  hctween  the  ajres  of  se-ventven  and  twen 
ty-one  years.  He  then  attended  a  connneicial 
colleire  in  Detroit  and  was  afterward  im 
jiliiyed  fur  two  years  in  a  drug'  store  in  Vir- 
irinia  City.  Montana.  He  laf^r  retnrned  to 
?il!eti!t;an  and  ill  1889  beftan  workinjr  for  the 
Detroit  Linseed  Oil  Company,  He  afterward 
went  to  yt,  Faul,  Minnesota,  where  he  re- 
mained for  twelve  years  and  for  seven  years 
he  was  superintendent  of  a  linseed  oil  mill, 
while  the  remainder  of  his  time  was  given  to 
ffvam  hnying  and  hookkeepin?.     In  1892  he 


returned  to  Macomb  county,  where  for  four 
years  he  acceptably  and  capably  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  in  1900  he  was  censns 
enumerator.  He  is  now  a  registered  pharma- 
cist, having  in  April,  1893,  successfully  passed 
the  examination  that  gave  him  his  certificate. 
His  political  views  are  iu  accord  with  republi- 
can principles  where  national  questions  are 
involved  and  in  addition  to  the  offices  men- 
tioned he  has  served  as  village  clerk  for  three 
ieniis,  and  notary  public.  Pie  is  a  member  of 
rtica  lodge  No.  75,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  having 
been  made  a  Mason  in  St.  Panl,  Minnesota, 
and  for  several  years  he  served  as  ivorshipfal 
master.  He  v:an  married,  January  19,  1876. 
to  Miss  Caroline  V.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Esther  {(Jalpin)  Lewis,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  New  Yorn  and  the  latter  of 
Michigan.  The  parents  are  now  deceased,  the 
jnother  liaviiig  died  in  1887  and  her  father 
about  IIIOO,  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Albert  F.  Leech 
are  the  parents  of  foin-  children;  WiUiam 
Pa.vne.  who  was  born  October  11,  1878.  and 
was  educated  in  I  he  public  sehools  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  and  I'tiea,  Jlichiyan,  has  been  em- 
ployed in  a  store  for  sis  years:  Tjouisa,  born 
February  21,  IHSl,  is  a  graduate  of  the  high 
.school  of  I'tiea,  ianjiht  school  for  three  years, 
afterwartl  i)ursned  a  course  in  a  Inisiness  col- 
lege in  Detroit  and  for  moi'c  than  two  years 
has  been  employed  as  a  stenographer  in  that 
city ;  Mabel  E..  horn  in  Farniington,  Jlinne- 
sota.  May  3,  1889,  is  nnw  attending  the  Utica 
high  school:  Mar.jorie,  In>rn  in  Randolph, 
Jlinnesota,  July  39.  1*^9(1,  is  also  a  high  school 
student  in  I'tiea.  Martha  T.  Leech,  the 
youngest  member  (if  the  family  of  Mr,  and 
^Irs.  Payne  K.  Leech,  was  born  November  3. 
1853,  and  is  the  wife  of  Charles  R,  Higgins 
of  New  York  eity. 

In  1860  Payne  K.  Leech  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  May 
10th  of  that  year,  and  he  was  again  married 
December  29,  1869,  his  second  union  being 
with  Sarah  Gillette,  who  was  bom  December 
9  1829,  in  Lynne,  Connecticut,  and  was  a 
teacher  in  her  native  state  and  Michigan  for 
'■everal  years. 

Mr.  Leech  was  very  closely  identified  with 
events  that  form  the  pioneer  history  of  Ma- 
comb county.  He  laid  the  first  track  for  the 
Detroit  &  Utica  Railroad  at  Utica  about  1835. 
In  early  life  he  gave  his  support  to  the  whig 
party  and  on  the  organization  of  the  repub- 
lican party  became  one  of  its  advocates.  He 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  for  four  terms, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  in 
1845-6  when  the  capitol  was  at  Detroit.    Mr. 
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Leeeh  owned  the  first  top  buggy  in  this  lo- 
cality, bringing  it  from  New  York  in  1850, 
and  it  is  still  in  use.  During  his  active  life 
he  was  engaged  in  various  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  he  was  also  a  noted  breeder  of  live  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  Devonshire  cattle  and 
fine  merino  sheep,  lie  was  always  deeply  in- 
terested in  everything  pertaining  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  agriculturist.  He  brought  his  first 
cattle  here  from  Black  Rock,  New  York,  hav- 
ing purchased  them  of  Lewis  i^.  Allen  and 
"Walter  Cook  of  Batavia,  and  B.  P.  Peck  of 
East  Bethanv  New  York.  For  many  years 
he  continued  to  raise  and  feed  cattle,  which 
he  would  dii\e  to  the  Buffalo  market.  He 
was  alsi  mteiestwl  in  fine  horses  and  it  was 
from  hi&  fiock  of  Merino  sheep  that  the  com- 
mittee "elected  fieeces  which  were  sent  to 
Wa-thiugton  to  prave  to  congress  that  Mich- 
igan could  produce  as  fine  wool  as  Australia, 
and  this  was  the  means  of  causing  the  low 
taiift  bill  on  wool  to  be  lost.  Mr,  Leech  was 
a  meinbf  r  of  the  conuuittee  who  located  the 
State  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich- 
izan  in  1840  and  his  efforts  along  agrieultu- 
iil  lines  proved  not  only  of  benefit  to  himself, 
but  also  promottd  the  prosperity  of  the  entire 
community  lie  was  a  man  of  high  principles, 
honest;  and  fan  dealing  being  numbered 
among  his  salient  characteristics.  He  was  also 
a  true  t>  pe  of  the  pioneer,  self-reliant,  honest, 
just  in  all  his  dealings,  liberal  and  hospitable 
to  an  unusual  degree.  He  died  in  March, 
1901,  when  more  than  ninety-two  years  of 
age,  and  is  yet  survived  by  his  widow.  His 
name  is  on  the  roil  of  ilaeomb  county's  hon- 
ored dead  and  he  is  also  nnmbered  among 
those  who  laid  broad  and  deep  the  founda- 
tion for  the  development  and  progress  of  the 
great  state  of  Micbii;an. 


JOHN  D.  MHjLEK. 


John  D.  Miller,  debased,  was  foi'  luany 
years  an  honored  citizen  of  Macouih  county. 
He  was  born  in  Bossa,  Germany,  in  1826,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land, 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade  during  his 
youth.  For  four  years  he  served  in  the  Prus- 
sian army,  during  which  time  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  ranlt  of  first  corporal,  and  no 
sooner  had  he  returned  home  on  receiving  his 
discharge  than  he  was  drafted  for  service  in 
the  war  between  Prussia  and  Denmark,  where 
he  encountered  many  hardships  and  engaged 
in  some  severe  fighting.     During  that  service 


he  received  two  medals  of  honor  for  bravery 
on  the  battlefield,  one  of  which  was  while 
the  two  armies  were  drawn  up  on  each  side 
of  a  river,  when  in  order  to  make  a  Hank 
movement  on  the  enemy  a  division  was  de- 
tailed to  face  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  make 
preparation  as  though  to  cross  the  river,  thus 
diverting  the  enemy's  afteutioii  frouj  »  second 
division  which  had  !::oiu'  fartlier  down  the 
nver  and  built  a  poiitouii  l)ridLM',  thus  getting 
acrt«s  and  attacking  the  eiieniy  in  the  rear. 

Contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  brother  otfi- 
(!ers,  Mr.  ililler  retired  from  the  itriuy  at  the 
close  of  the  war  aud  cauie  to  Auierica,  thus 
forfeiting  proiiiotion  in  the  iUMiy  and  a  life 
pension  to  wliieb  lie  was  entitled  if  lir  liiiil  n'- 
mained  in  his  uativf  biii.l.  It  \vas  in  ls,"i4  rliat 
he  became  a  resident:  of  ^[aeniiib  county.  .Mich- 
igan, and  for  about  six  uiouths  he  lived  in 
Jloiint  Clemens,  while  in  ><earc]i  of  a  farm 
which  he  wished  to  buy.  He  finally  purchased 
forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, adjoining  his  uncle's  place,  and  lived 
with  that  gentleman  for  three  y<'ar.s  while 
clearing  his  own  land. 

Ill  ISr.7  .Mr.  .Miller  inaci'ied  ?ili^^,s  Frederika 
Prrderirk,  a  dausrhter  of  Citrl  I'lv'denck  and 
a  nativi'  iif  (/iTiiiaiiy.  After  his  uiarriage  he 
located  lijioii  his  uvvii  fanii,  but  after  residing 
there  for  eleven  years  he  sold  tlie  place  to  his 
uncle  and  bought  one  hundred  acres  from 
Jerome  Foote,  in  Macomb  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  called  to  his  final  rest  on 
the  14th  of  February,  1895.  He  added  to 
the  original  fann  a  tract  of  forty  acres  ad- 
joining it  purchased  of  Christ  Cading ;  later 
bought  forty  acres  of  the  Frank  Manford 
farm  in  Shelby  township,  and  then  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  in  Chesterfield  township, 
seventy  of  which  is  now  the  homestead  of 
his  son  John  C,  while  eighty  acres  belongs  to 
his  son  Angiist  W.  The  original  homestead 
in  Macomb  township  is  now  the  home  of  his 
sou  Jewell  and  the  forty  acres  adjoining  this 
place  is  owned  by  his  son  Carl.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  Mr.  Miller  left  his  family  in  com- 
fortable ei re uin stances.  While  helping  Charles 
Darr  of  Utica  to  survey  his  land  for  staking 
out  his  line  of  fences,  he  had  to  jiuiip  fnira 
log  to  log  on  account  of  the  water,  and  thought 
at  that  time  he  had  made  a  very  poor  bargain, 
but  as  time  passed  he  converted  the  tract  into 
a  very  desirable  farm.  In  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  followed  his  trade  of 
carpentering  and  assisted  in  building  the 
Grand  Trunk  railroad  bridge  over  the  Clinton 
river.  He  also  helped  to  get  out  all  the  timber 
used    in    the    construction    of   this    bridge   at 
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JohTLson  Wdls  siVMiiill  oil  the  luntli  bi  in  h 
of  the  rivei  and  helped  to  tonstrurt  the  large 
pile  drivei  used  to  diive  the  piling  on  which 
the  bridge  rests 

Mr.  Miller  made  a  tup  to  (jermanj  in  the 
fall  of  18b9  to  visit  his  old  home  spending 
three  months  with  his  Iti others  and  sisters 
He  was  a  supporter  of  the  republican  part\ 
at  national  elettions  but  was  always  icad^ 
to  vote  for  the  best  man  on  the  local  ticket 
when  no  issue  was  involved.  He  took  a  very 
active  and  prominent  part  in  church  work  and 
assisted  in  building  the  iii-st  Oerinan  church 
on  the  old  Romeo  plank  road,  which  was  built 
of  brick  made  at  the  Gladys  brickyard,  one 
of  the  first  in  the  county.  Iii  early  days  he 
attended  church  services  in  a  log  barn,  with 
its  log  seats,  on  the  Sehnltz  farm,  and  later 
meetings  were  held  in  Jlr,  Kent's  cooper  shop, 
which  is  still  standing  on  the  Kent  farm  in 
Macomb  township.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  Mr.  Miller  com- 
manded the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  to-day  his  sons 
are  among  the  prosperous  and  respected  farm- 
ers of  this  county. 


EDWAKD  PAVA. 

Edward  Paya,  who  is  now  living  rctiied  in 
Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  Detroit  Mich 
igan,  November  24,  18-17,  his  paients  being 
John  and  Jane  (Moore)  Paya,  the  foimer  a 
native  of  Quebec,  Ontario,  and  the  httei  of 
Harrison  township.  Macomb  county  Michi 
gHii.  The  fathei"  settled  at  Deti-oit  it  an  eaily 
day  and  in  1844  came  to  Mount  Glimens 
He  was  a.  shoemaker  by  trade  and  hi  fol 
lowed  that  pursuit  here.  After  his  maiiia^e 
he  again  spent  a  year  in  Detroit,  and  m  184b 
he  retiinied  to  this  city.  He  enteitd  the  em 
ploy  of  John  and  George  Van  Bps  ind  at  the 
same  time  made  all  the  women's  shoes  sold 
in  Macomb  county.  Ten  years  prior  to  his 
demise  he  again  took  up  his  abotle  in  Detroit, 
where  he  died  in  1891.  at  the  uge  of  sixty- 
five  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  scvi'iity-ciiilit  vi'iirs  smd  makes  her 
home  in  Mount  riciiii'iis;.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  i'oUoiving  children:  Edward;  Ma- 
tilda, the  wife  of  William  Tucker  of  this  city; 
Joseph,  a  steamboat  engineer  of  Buffalo,  New 
York;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  Moses  Martel;  Jo- 
sephine, the  wife  of  John  "Van  Deinter  of  Mi- 
lan, Missouri ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Daich 
of  Detroit,  Michigan:  Emma,  the  wife  of 
Alliert  Pelkey  of  Detroit;  (ihsivK'n.  a  railroad 


( n^meei  of  Chicago ;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
John  Me\ei  of  Detroit.  One  sister,  Amelia, 
became  tht  wife  of  Joseph  Cotton  and  is  now 
deceased   and  one  died  in  infancy. 

Edwaid  Paja  received  but  limitetl  educa- 
tional pmileges.  In  early  life  he  learned  the 
butcher  s  trade  and  afterward  worked  for  va- 
rious buttheis  of  Mount  Clemens,  being  en- 
gaged m  this  line  of  business  until  1891,  with 
the  exception  of  the  period  of  the  Civil  war. 
In  the  year  mentioned  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  and  conducted  a 
meat  market  on  Front  street  until  1902,  at 
which  time  he  sold  out,  having  in  the  mean- 
time acquired  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  stock  buying  to  some  ex- 
tent, bnt  is  largely  retired. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Paya  en- 
listed, May  27,  1865,  in  Company  ft.  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Michigan  Infan- 
try. He  served  as  orderly  at  General  Van 
Cleave's  headquarters  and  was  discharged 
September  6.  1865,  at  fllurfreesboro,  Tennes- 
see. He  has  iilled  several  public  offices,  having 
for  two  term  been  city  treasurer  of  Mount 
Clemens,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in 
the  spring  of  1902  and  was  re  elected  in  1903 
II<  was  candidate  on  the  demociatic  ticket 
ind  at  the  second  election  w  is  endoised  h\ 
the  ri  publicans  foi  so  cnpabh  had  he  filled 
the  office  that  his  sciMce  thiough  v  second 
teim  was  desiied  b\  all  citif  ns  H  is  i 
mimUi  f  St  Pet  I  s  (  atholi  ihuidi  th 
Kn  Its  t  t  I  mil  II  indth  (  Ih  li  M  it  idl 
B  I         \        I  li  II     1!     I      I         f        t   1 

witl  1  I      I     I    I     ti  11       t     M  lint 

(  I  I     11         L  li  lin     tl  01  I  <  d       lla\ 

L    Is         i  tl       Ih   nti  th   (       t  in    (  Inb 

Mil  w  s  II  t  IT  nui  \  11  1871 
to  Miss  Jdm  M<(  itti.r\  a  diii^htLi  of  Den 
nis  and  Ulen  (Sweenj)  MeCaffci>  who  were 
intnts  of  Iieland  ind  for  many  veirs  weie 
lesidents  of  Quebec  Her  fatliei  ifterwaid 
became  a  business  man  of  Blount  Clemens  and 
also  served  as  county  treasurer  of  Macomb 
county  for  eight  years.  He  died  in  1885,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paya  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Captain 
Bert  Du  Lac ;  Maud,  of  iMount  Clemens ;  John, 
who  died  December  16,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four;  Annie,  the  wife  of  Frank  Bab- 
cock,  of  Mount  Clemens:  Edward,  deceased: 
Edward,  who  was  named  after  the  death  of 
his  older  brother,  and  who  has  abo  passed 
away:  Minnie,  at  home;  Tillie,  of  St.  Louis, 
5IisK0iiri:  and  Albert,  at  home. 
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Mr.  Vnya  may  well  bo  tLillod  a  s^elf-imnk- 
(iian  antl  as  tlic  «rchitect  of  his  own  fortniioH 
he  has  biiilded  wisely  and  well.  He  had  no 
capital  when  lie  started  out,  but  he  possessed 
what  is  fitiJl  better — eiiei'jiy,  diligence  and 
sti'ong  deterniiiiHtion— and  thcso  (innliticK 
have  given  him  not  only  a  good  living,  bnt 
have  also  cJinbled  hiui  to  secure  a  coiufortahle 
coiiipetenci.'  i'lH'  the  evi'niTis  of  life. 


UEOK(iE  W..  PJIILLIPS- 

(jeorge  W.  Phillips  is  one  of  the  iiiHueiitiiil 
and  leading  citizens  of  Maconih  cDnuty,  who 
is  engafted  in  real  estate  operations  in  Hiiiiieo 
'  and  who  for  sixteen  years  has  <;ai>ab]\- 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  here.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Armada  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  in  1861.  Ilis  father,  the  Jlon. 
George  W.  Phillips,  was  born  in  Lima,  N<'W 
York,  Jnly  17,  182!),  Ilis  granilfatlier,  Ini 
Phillips,  was  alsii  a  native  of  the  hljiipii'e 
state  and  was  of  Eiiylisli  iineage.  tlu'  i'aiiiily 
having-been  cstahlislied  in  New  York  at  an 
early  period  in  it.s  development.  George 
"W.  Phillips  was  only  two  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  Jliehigan  by  his  parents.  The 
party  was  accompanied  by  Ira  Phillips,  and 
a  settlement  was  made  in  Maeoiiili  eonnty. 
The  father  entered  hind,  taldni;  np  a  claim 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  ai-res,  fi'Din  wliti-h 
he  cut  away  the  trees  and  (-ioared  tJie  brush 
until  the  soil  was  prepared  for  the  plow, 
lie  then  carried  on  the  work  of  planting  and 
harvesting  until  the  farm  was  developed  into 
a  rich  and  productive  ten-itory.  It  is  still 
in  posHession  of  the  family  and  the  old  deed 
was  signed  by  Andrew  Jackson. 

Hon  G.  W.  Phillips  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm  and  was  married  in  1856  to  Jliss 
Lydia  Sterling,  a  native  of  Macomb  county 
and  a  daughter  of  A.  W.  Sterling,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the  state  and 
a  man  whose  activity  in  public  and  business 
affairs  ranked  him  with  the  valued  citizens 
here.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Washington  township  for  more  than  forty 
years.  Mr.  Philli[w  also  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  He  likewise  figured  prom- 
inently in  political  circles  and  was  active  in 
many  lines  of  life  that  proved  of  benefit  to 
his  community.  He  was  for  two  terms  presi- 
dent and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Armada  Agricultiiral  Society,  and  long 
served  as  one  of  its  directors.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Macomb  County 
Agricultural  Society  and   for  several   tcrnis 


was  its  chief  executive  officer.  For  twelve 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Union  Farmers 
Club  of  Romeo  and  for  ten  years  president 
of  the  iMacomb  Cotinty  Sheep  Breeders  and 
Wool  Growers  Association,  For  two  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Romeo  Driving  Park  Association  and 
was  likewise  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Asjrii'ulture  for  two  terms  of  six  years  eai-h. 
having  been  appointed  in  1871  by  <iov.Tiiof 
Haldwiii  and  in  1877  by  Governor  Ccowell. 
For  foi'ty  years  he  was  connected  with  the 
executive  board  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  in  1880  and  again  in  1881  he 
was  elected  its  president.  He  heli)eJ  to  or- 
ganize the  .Miicomb  Gouuty  Farmers  Insti- 
tute and  held  several  institutes.  Tlius  along 
iiiaiiy  lines  his  activity  was  exercised  an<l 
pi'oved  of  the  utmost  value  to  his  fellow 
tuwnsiiH'u  in  advancing  agrictiltural  inter- 
ests. He  was  often  called  upon  to  preside 
at  meetings,  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
men  and  his  large  experienee  eoinhiiied  with 
a  quick  iutelleet  enabled  him  lo  r,,n.lm-l   all 

He  lived  upon  the  old  hujne  fain,  imfil  his 
death,  and  there  reared  his  family  of  fiiur 
sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reached  mature  rears.    He  died  Jlav  'i.  1902. 

George  W,  i'hillips  of  this  feview  was 
reared  upon  the  honu>  fanii  airi  --ontiLnied 
his  edneatinn  after  leavhm'  the  district 
schools  in  the  high  school  of  Uoineo,  while 
later  he  spent  one  year  hi  Ohei'liu  College, 
at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  In  1881  he  went  upon  a 
government  survey,  having  studied  survey- 
ing early  in  life.  He  proceeded  to  Dakota, 
where  he  held  survey  contracts  under  Gen- 
eral Cortez  Fessenden,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  four  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  returned  to  Romeo,  Macomb 
county,  where  he  has  engaged  in  real  estate 
and  insurance  business.  He  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  by  re-election  has  con- 
tinued in  the  office  until  his  incumbency 
uow  covers  more  than  sixteen  consecutive 
years.  During  this  period  he  has  studied 
law  and  is  well  informed  concerning  legal 
principles.  His  decisions  in  litigated  cases 
are  fair  and  impartial  and  his  official  career 
has  won  him  high  commendation.  He  has 
likewise  married  many  couples  and  in  addi- 
tion to  discharging  the  duties  of  his  ofEice 
he  is  conducting  quite  an  extensive  real 
estate  business,  dealing  largely  in  property 
in  Romeo,  and  Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married  in  Romeo.  Au- 
gust 24,  1892,  to  :\Iiss  Linda   Bedell,  a   na- 
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tivu  of  New  York  iuid  u,  d^iughter  of  Levant 
Bedell,  a  jeweler  and  well-known  business 
lunn  of  Romeo.  She  was  reared  and  edu- 
Oiited  here,  (uid  by  their  marriage  they  have 
two  children,  JlHrjorie  L.  and  Aimie.  Mr. 
ritillijis  has  never  faltci-<.-d  in  his  allegiance 
to  republican  iit-iTiciplfs  and  in  1893  he 
sct'ved  as  piesidcnt  of  the  village  board  and 
lias  also  been  township  committeeman.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
chnrch,  and  fraternally  he  is  eonnected  with 
tlif  .Miisoiiie  lodi;e  and  chapter,  in  which  he 
liiiK  filietl  must  of  the  offiees.  He  is  also  a 
iiiemlier  ol'  the  .Maccabees,  in  which  he  has 
filled  all  i>f  the  chairs.  lie  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Romeo,  well  known 
tlironfjhout  the  county  and  is  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor  of   his   father,   whose   value   to   his 


Mr. 


in     bis    liiisiiiess    transactions    an 

the    personal    traits    of    cbar;iet<. 

■iure  iiini  friendship  and  goiu!  wil 


FRANK  A.  CAMl'Ar. 

Frank  A,  Campan  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
St.  Clair  Hotel  at  Lakeside,  a  sunuiier  resort 
Ihat  has  become  popular  because  of  the  ca- 
pable management  of  the  owner,  who  puts 
forth  every  effort  in  his  power  to  promote 
llie  eonifnrf  of  bis  guests,  and  has  therefore 
srciu'eil  a  liliei';ii  pati-onage.  He  is  among  the 
iiiniilM'r  of  eiti/ens  whose  life  record  indi- 
cates tlie  attractiveness  of  Rtaconib  connty  as 
a  place  of  I'esidence.  A  large  lunuber  of  her 
native  s<ms  have  maintained  their  abode 
tlifough  life  in  this  f'onnty — a  fact  which  in- 
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her  i.ei)|>le  as 
lifovided  by  niaii.  Mr.  Canipiiu  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  October  13, 
186:>,  and  his  father,  Francis  Campau,  was 
also  a  native  of  Michigan,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Detroit.  As  the  name  indicates, 
the  family  comes  of  French  ancestry,  the 
grandfather,  John  Campan.  having  been  a  na- 
tive of  France  and  one  of  the  pioneer  residents 
of  Detroit.  In  1832  he  removed  to  the  farm 
in  Macomb  on  which  Frank  A.  Campau  was 
born.  The  land  at  the  time  of  its  purchase 
K!\n  still  in  its  primitive  condition,  but  he 
soon  turned  the  first  furrows  and  in  course 
of  time  opened  up  a  good  farm.  Francis 
Campau  was  reared  upon  this  place  and  after 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  was  married 


to  Jliss  Ijauria  JIayhew,  who  was  born  in 
Jfontreal,  Canada,  and  is  likewise  of  French 
lineage.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty  years 
Francis  Campau  went  upon  the  laltes,  and  for 
eight  years  was  captain  of  a  sailing  vessel. 
He  then  settled  upon  the  old  homestead  farm, 
where  he  reared  his  family,  carrying  on  agri- 
cuHnral  pnrsiiits  throughout  his  remaining 
days.  His  death  occurred  December  14,  1899, 
HTiil  be  is  still  survived  by  his  wife,  who  re- 
i^itles  with  their  son,  Frank  Campau.  There 
were  nine  eliildren  in  the  faniilv,  two  boys 
and  seven  uii'ls.  iiamclv  ;  M.vx.  Kmma.  Ada, 
Jnlia.  Delia.  Lena,  llettie.  Frank  and  our 
subject.  Frank  A.  Caiiipau  spcJit  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  of  the  period,  mastering 
the  branches  of  English  learning  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  while  in  tiie  smnmer  months 
he  worked  in  tbe  lields,  l-Vir  a  nu[)il)er  of 
ye;irs  be  eiii;a;;ed  in  iarniinu'  and  ni  18*)G  he 
liiiilt  a  botel  u\«;u  lii^  tanti  at  Lakeside,  which 
lie  called  the  St.  Clair  House.  lie  also  piit 
ill  a  iieiit  bill-  and  fitted  up  this  place  for  a 
which  be  opened  it  to  the 
-e  been  doing  a  thriving 
ol'  I  lie  public-spirited  cit- 
uiiify  ami  takes  quite  an 
.■al  politics  as  a  supporter 
of  republican  principles.  He  served  as  town- 
shi|>  clerk  for  one  year  and  has  been  chairman 
of  the  ri'pidilican  township  central  committee 
for  three  or  four  years  and  has  been  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  numerous  county,  congressional 
and  state  conventions.  He  was  appointed 
jiostnuister  at  Lakeside  and  filled  that  position 
until  the  office  was  discontinued.  He  holds 
membershii)  in  Mount  Clemens  Catholic 
church.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
Harrison  township,  Macomb  county,  and  he  is 
well  known  in  Mount  Clemens,  Detroit  and 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  a  successful 
business  man,  having  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  commnnity,  and  his  well  direct- 
ed efforts  are  bringing  the  result  that  is  de- 
sired by  all  men  who  enter  btisiness  life. 


-H)SEPII  RICKEKT. 

Joseph  Rickert,  manager  of  the  Park  Hotel 
at  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in  Buffalo.  New 
York,  June  29,  1850,  and  his  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Emma  (Kiefer)  Riekert,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1850  and  the  father  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile puisuits  m  the  citv  of  Buffalo  His 
wife  died  in  18j2    and  bi.   lonsj  -lUrMving  her, 
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passed  away  iu  Buffalo  in  1890,  at  the  a  oi 
seventy-two  years.  Their  eldest  son,  Fred 
eriek,  is  also  deceased. 

Joseph  Rickert  is  indebted  to  the  i  hi  e 
schools  of  his  native  city  for  the  ediieat  onal 
privileges  he  enjoyed.  In  1870  he  beea  e  a 
clerk  for  the  Buffalo  Courier  Show  Pa  t  ng 
Company,  the  larfrt'st  cstithlJshinent  of  the 
kind  in  tlu"  r]iiti.Hl  Htiiti's.  iind  w;\s  thith  con- 
nected witii  tliaf  busiiu-.sw  I'oi-  t n>'iity-five 
years,  his  adaiitMhility  and  oiitcrprisi',  how- 
ever, winning  recognition  in  promotions  from 
one  position  to  another.  Becoming  affected 
with  rheumatism,  he  resolved  to  test  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  Mount  Clemens  baths  and,  coming 
to  this  city,  eventually  engaged  in  the  hotel 
busing  here,  succeeding  Benjamin  R.  McAr- 
thur,  at  his  death,  as  manager  of  the  Park 
Hotel.  This  is  one  of  the  two  largest  hotels  in 
Alount  Chinins  and  has  alwavs  maintained  a 
place  in  the  front  ranks  ot  tht  1  admg  hotels 
of  this  part  of  th(  countrv  Perhaps  no  one 
business  enterprise  oi  mdustiy  indicates  more 
(.learh  the  commercial  and  social  status  of 
a  town  than  itsliottls  fheMide  iw  ike  entei 
piisinJT  villages  and  cities  must  ha\e  pleas 
ant  accommodations  foi  \isitors  and  tiavehng 
men  and  the  foreign  piiblu.  judse"*  of  a  com 
munit>  b>  the  entertainm  nt  affoided  to  the 
stringeis  In  this  regaid  the  Park  Hotel  of 
which  Mr  Rickert  is  manager  is  an  index  of 
the  character  and  ad\antages  of  "Mount  Clem 
ens  for  the  hostelrj  will  rank  fi\orably  with 
those  if  many  a  larger  place  and  its  genial 
iiianagei  neglects  nothing  that  can  add  to 
the  comfort  of  its  guests 

In  1875  Mr  Riekert  was  maiiied  to  Miss 
iiouisa  Smith  of  Buffalo  New  ^ork  and  then 
children  are  Louis  P  William  J  and  Mabel 
L.  Mr,  Rickert  belongs  to  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council  in  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is 
a  progressive  man,  ranking  with  the  repre- 
sentative residents  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
though  his  diities  confine  him  closely  to  the 
hotel  he  is  always  interested  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  conununity 
and  his  influence  may  always  be  counted  upon 
to  further  progressive  public  measures. 


MRS.   KATE    S.   STEWART. 

Jlrs.  Kate  S.  Stewart  is  now  successfully 
carrying  on  the  Sherman  House,  which  is  one 
of  the  important  hotels  of  Mount  Clemens. 
It  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1865  by 
Henry  Conner  and  opened  to  the  public  in 
August,  1866.    A  three-story  brick  structure, 


t  1    u  1    d  I     httj  to      f  et       d     e 

s  ons    conta  ns    to  t    three      ooms    togetl 

th  parlors  et  anl  conl  ctel  tr  tl 
as  a  fi  st  cla  ho  se  not  o  Iv  f  r  tl  e  aeeom 
modat  on  of  com  ere  al  trade  b  t  al  o  f  r 
tl  e  oceas  onal  sojo  rne  1  o  v  ts  Mo  t 
t  le  ens  for  tl  e  batl  s  This  hot  1  is  1  u 
to  the  travel  ng  j  hi  c  a  be  tl  e  Id 
liable  between  Detioit  and  lort  Huron,  as 
is  demonstrated  by  the  large  patronage  it  re- 
ceives. 

Mrs.  Stewart  lat«r  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Sherman  House  and  iu  its  man- 
agement she  has  displayed  excellent  businesH 
and  executive  ability.  Her  early  training,' 
well  fitted  her  for  the  position  she  now  fills 
and  she  is  meeting  with  remarkable  success, 
having  demonstrated  her  ability  to  carry  oti 
this  well  known  hostelry  in  a  most  approved 
manner.  She  is  a  lady  of  good  judgment  and 
refinement  and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends. 


frank;  W.  ANDREWS. 

Prank  W.  Andrews,  editor  and  pi'opvietor 
of  the  New  Baltimore  Era,  was  born  in  Ber- 
gen, New  York,  December  25,  1870,  and  is 
a  son  of  George  J.  and  Marian  (Wrightl  An- 
drews, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  tliu  Eui- 
pire  state.  Removing  to  Michigan,  tlu^y  set- 
tled at  Battle  Creek  and  afterward  went  to 
Leroy,  Osceola  county,  coming  thence  to  Jla- 
comb  county  in  l!)Ol).  Here  the  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  New  Baltimore,  where 
he  now  resides.  Dr.  Robert  Andrews,  the 
paternal  grandfather,  was  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Bergen,  New  York,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life,  and  the  Wright  family  was 
established  in  the  Empire  state  at  an  early 
day.  Frank  W.  Andrews  was  one  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely :  George  E.,  a  practicing  physi- 
cian of  Detroit;  Floyd  E.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  Baltimore; 
Frank  W. ;  and  Julius  J.,  who  died  at  Leroy, 
Michigan,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Frank  W.  Andrews  completed  his  literary 
education  in  the  high  school  at  Battle  (;:i-cc.k 
and  afterward  studied  medicine  imder  the  di- 
rection of  bis  brother.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  newspaper  work  at  Tuatin,  Mich- 
igan, and  in  1891  purchased  the  Tustin  Echo, 
which  he  conducted  for  two  years.  He  then 
sold  to  Ren  Barker  of  Reed  City,  Michigan, 
and  engaged  as  business  manager  of  a  paper 
for  a  short  time.  He  afterward  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  Morley  Tribune,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  and  on  the  3st  of  May, 
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1:31)7,  he  caiiiu  to  Now  Bfiltiiuoi'e,  where  ho 
established  the  New  Baltimore  Era.  Here  he 
has  built  up  a  large  patronage  and  has  a  fine 
country  newspaper  devoted  to  local  interests 
andtothedisHeiiiiiuitiiin  of  the  general  news. 
The  paper  is  iieal  in  appearance  and  has  a 
large  cir<;uhttioii,  wihch  makes  it  a  good  adver- 
tising medium.  ^Mr.  Andrews  is  also  employed 
by  the  Marine  Sugar  Company  as  agent  for 
the  territory  from  Pair  Haven  to  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

On  the  14t!i  of  September,  1892,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Frank  "W.  Andrews  and  Anna 
B.  Bradley,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Laura 
(Puller)  Bradley,  the  former  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrews  liave  one  daughter,  Georgiana 
Ruth.  Mr,  Andrews  belongs  to  the  Modem 
Woodmen  camp.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal 
ai>pearanee,  excellent  physique,  of  good  intel- 
lectual force,  and  in  business  and  social 
circles  has  eotmnanded  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  thos<'  with  wliiiiri  \w  has  lieen  asso- 
ciated. 


.).  AI,E\ANDKR  HEATH. 

Among  the  salient  characteristics  of  J. 
Alexander  Heath  are  strong  resolution  and 
keen  insight  into  and  mastery  of  business  con- 
ditions, and  these  qualities  have  gained  him 
prominence  in  the  trade  circles  of  the  state. 
He  makes  his  home  in  Riclunond,  but  is  justly 
regarded  as  a  factor  in  the  commercial  life  of 
Michigan.  He  was  bom  October  20,  1867, 
in  the  town  where  he  yet  resides,  and  having 
passed  through  successive  grades  in  the  public 
schools  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
in  1883.  at  the  age  of  eighteen  yeare.  Later 
he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Detroit  Business 
College,  completing  his  studies  there  in  1885. 
He  next  went  to  California  and,  locating  in 
Chico,  became  a  dealer  in  fruit,  continuing 
his  efforts  in  that  line  until  1892,  when  he 
returned  to  Michigan,  having  in  the  meantime 
met  with  fair  success  during  his  residence  on 
the  Paclic  coast.  Following  his  return  he  ae- 
eepted  a  position  as  buyer  with  the  firm  of 
McNaughton  &  Walker,  commission  merchants 
of  Detroit.  They  were  extensive  wholesale 
dealers  in  beans.  After  a  year  their  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  while  awaiting  its 
rebuilding  Mr.  Heath  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  firm  of  Johnston,  Fairfield  &  Company, 
doing  business  at  Lenox.  Two  years  after- 
ward the  business  of  W.  H.  Acker  was  con- 
solidated with  that  of  Johnston,  Fairfield  & 


Company,  and  the  new  company  was  known 
as  the  Richmond  Elevator  Company  and  has 
so  continued  to  the  present  time.  When  Mr. 
Heath  entered  the  firin  it  operated  but  one 
elevator  and  the  btisiness  amounted  to  sixty 
carloads  annually.  Binee  that  time  the  busi- 
ness has  constantly  and  rapidly  increased,  be- 
ing enlarged  until  the  firm  now  owns  and  op- 
erates nine  plants,  situated  in  some  of  the  best 
market  towns  of  eastern  ilichigan.  They  have 
eight  elevators  and  sixteen  warehouses  with  a 
capacity  of  three  hmidred  and  fifty  carloads 
of  hay  and  one  hundred  thousand  bushels  of 
grain,  while  employment  is  furnished  to  one 
hundred  people.  Their  ele\'atoi-s  and  ware- 
houses are  at  Lenox,  New  Haven,  Ennnct 
Hiekey.  Avoea,  Smith  Creek,  Valley  Center, 
Mount  Clemens,  Itomeo  and  Jilemphis.  They 
aiuiually  handle  from  two  thousand  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  carloads  of  hay  and 
grain,  all  of  which  is  purchased  direct  from 
the  farmers,  to  whom  they  jtay  between  six 
and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
tiius  directly  pi-omoting  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  state.  Mr.  Heath  has  been  man- 
ager of  the  business  from  the  beginning  and 
its  splendid  success  is  largely  attributable  to 
his  efi'orts.  He  has  faith  in  the  future  of 
the  hay  trade  and  having  made  a  close  study 
of  eoiiililiiiiis  i'(>liitive  to  the  business,  he  feels 
that  till'  tradi'  winiid  be  greatly  benefited  by 
a  comvitcil  iU'liuii  of  the  dealers.  To  this  end 
he  has  become  allied  with  the  Michigan  Hay 
Dealers  Association  and  the  National  Hay 
Dealers  Association.  He  was  president  of  the 
former  in  1902  and  vice-president  of  the  lat- 
ter in  1903,  and  in  connection  with  these  asso- 
ciatiims  he  has  brought  the  same  characteris- 
tics that  have  produced  his  individual  success. 
During  the  first  six  months  after  his  election 
to  the  presidency  of  the  state  organization  its 
membership  was  doubled. 

On  the  3d  of  Pebmaiy,  1897,  Mr.  Heath 
was  married  to  Miss  Sadie  Allenton,  a  native 
of  Armada,  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Allenton,  who  was  a  leading  minister 
of  his  day  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  as  chaplain.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heath  have  one  daughter,  Sadie  Elizabeth. 
His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  Richmond,  the  Mount  Clemens  chap- 
ter and  Council,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Fores- 
ters and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  he 
is  popular  in  these  various  organizations.  In 
politics  a  stanch  republican,  he  has  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  Macomb  county  central  com- 
mittee for  six  years.  He  is  yet  a  young  man, 
but  has  already  attained  success  that  many 
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a  man  of  twice  liis  yeiir.s  might  well  envy. 
lie  is  now  comiected  with  a  line  of  business 
that  contributes  in  large  measure  to  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  tlie  state.  lie  is  a  man 
of  distinct  and  forceful  individuality  and 
broad  mentality,  who  haK  left  and  is  leavino; 
his  impress  npon  the  comnKTcial  world.  Al- 
though yet  a  yoiuig  man,  he  has  for  a  number 
of  years  been  an  important  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  natural  resources  of  the  state 
and  in  the  pi-omotion  of  those  enterprises 
which  add  not  alone  to  his  inilividual  pros- 
perity, but  also  promotes  the  geiicral  good  of 
the  county  and  state  in  whieli  lie  makes  his 
home. 


FOKi)  LKK  .MILTON. 
Ford  Lee  Milton,  whose  well  directed  busi- 
ness affairs  have  made  him  one  of  the  snli- 
stantial  farmers  of  Chesterfield  township,  is 
now  living  on  section  '21.  where  he  has  a  val- 
uable tract  of  land,  lie  was  born  April  11, 
1836,  upon  what  was  the  old  Milton  home- 
stead, his  parents  being  Joseph  and  8piddy 
Jane  (Herrinian)  Milton,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Enttland  and  the  latter  of  New  York. 
The  lather  was  born  in  Pawlett  township, 
Somersetshire,  England,  his  parents  liein'r 
Edward  and  Tamar  (Lee)  Milton,  also  na- 
tives of  England.  He  was  a  faniie]'  l>y  oc- 
cupation and  in  1832  he  crossed  the  .\tlantie 
to  America,  settlhij;  in  Chi'stcrfield  town- 
ship, Macomb  county.  ,Mieliii;iiii.  lU-re  he 
secured  a  homestead  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  Tiobert  Milton,  and  he  afterward 
bought  a  fifteen  acre  tract  of  land  from 
Joseph  Herrinian.  on  which  he  built  his 
home.  He  cleared  his  land  by  cutting  away 
the  timber  and  making  it  into  staves,  which 
he  hauled  to  Mount  Clemens  with  oxen, 
there  selling  to  Ilimiphrey  Shaw.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Mount  Clemens  as  a 
ship  carpenter  and  thus  the  early  years  of 
his  life  were  passed.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  England  and  recognizing  its 
value,  desired  that  all  chUdren  might  enjoy 
the  same  opportunity.  Therefore  he  helped 
to  establish  school  district  No.  2,  near  the 
Gratiot  road  on  section  9,  and  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  school  board  and  at  differ- 
ent times  held  all  of  the  offlees  of  the  board. 
He  was  also  commissioner  of  highways  in 
the  '50s  and  he  was  a  stanch  democrat,  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  politics.  By  his  sin- 
cerity and  untiring  efforts  for  the  welfare  of 
his  community  he  won  for  himself  a  name 


that  was  honored  by  all  and  his  death  left 
vacant  a  place  that  was  hard  to  fill.  He 
passed  away  October  14,  1879,  and  his  last 
words  to  his  family  were  "it  is  all  satisfac- 
tory," showing  that  he  M'as  ready  and  will- 
ing to  go.  His  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest 
ever  held  in  the  neighborhood,  a  fact  which 
testified  to  the  sincere  regard  in  which  he 
was  uniformly  held  by  neighbors  and 
friends.  The  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  John  Armstrong  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Herriman  and  a  native  of  the  state 
{if  New  York,  died  on  the  old  homestead 
October  17,  1903.  There  were  five  children 
of  tiiat  family :  Ford  L..  Obed  Arnold,  Char- 
lotte Aiui,   liaylord  Donaldson  and  Mirthy 

Ford  L.  Milton  attended  the  public  schools 
and  was  such  an  apt  scholar  that  in  1854. 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  granted 
a  teacher's  certificate  and  began  teachinsr 
in  district  No,  4,  Macomb  town.ship,  where 
he  remained  for  one  tenii,  lie  then  accc|.ted 
a  school  in  tlie  next  district  west,  where  lie 
taught  for  two  terms  and  afterward  was 
teacher  in  district  No.  4 — the  Salt  River 
district  in  Chesterfield  township — remaining 
there  for  five  terms.  He  then  abandoned 
teaching  in  order  to  give  his  attention  to  the 
trade  of  carpentering  and  jojuit)^'  winch  lie 
had  learned  previous  to  riitrrin;;  ii|khi  his 
educational  work.  He  also  began  raniiing  on 
his  own  account  on  land  which  he  had  pur- 
chased when  seventeen  years  of  age,  located 
on  the  Telegraph  road  just  a  half  mile  east 
.if  his  present  home.  There  he  remained 
untd  1903  when  he  sold  out,  retiring  from 
all  active  business.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  an  active  agriculturist  and  his  labors 
have  brought  him  a  very  desirable  capital. 
In  all  his  business  transactions  he  was  ener- 
getic and  thoroughly  reliable. 

Mr.  Milton  has  ever  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
his  labors  have  proved  of  benefit  in  promot- 
ing the  general  welfare.  He  served  as 
deputy  clerk  under  Erastus  Q.  Chamberlain 
in  1865;  was  supervisor  in  1865-6;  and  as 
treasurer  filled  out  tlie  unexpired  term  of 
Moses  K.  Bortree,  who  resigned  in  186fi. 
In  1877  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  in 
these  various  offices  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  a  promptness  and  fidelity  that  won  hiiii 
high  commendation. 

In  1858-9,  Mr.  Milton  assisted  in  buildins.' 
the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  through  Chester- 
field town,shi|>,  the  first  railroad  for  steam 
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cars  ill  the  eoutit.y.  While  011  his  farm  he 
helped  to  make  a  large  county  ditch  running 
along  the  east  side  of  his  place,  and  all  of 
these  improvements  have  been  of  marked 
benefit  to  the  general  public.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  New  Baltimore  lodge. 
No.  1963,  Knights  of  Honor,  in  which  he 
served  as  reporter  for  several  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Lake  St.  Clair  lodge,  I.  0. 
0,.  F.,  in  which  he  has  filled  ail  of  the  chairs 
and  is  now  a  past  grand. 

In  1857  Mr.  Milton  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Hhattuek,  a  danghter  of  Samuel 
Dwight  and  Mercie  (Briggs)  Shattnck.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Hampshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  February  15,  1811,  and  came 
to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1832,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township  where  he  en- 
tered government  land  on  the  Romeo  and 
Mount  Clemens  road.  There  he  improved  a 
good  farm  ami  took  an  active  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  benefit  of  the 
couiiiiTiJiitv.  He  served  as  .in.ftii-e  of  the 
licae<>  ahoiit  184:i  and  was  aetive  111  |:ulilics, 
jjiving  his  support  to  the  wlii'r  party  and  be- 
eoiiiing  a  Ntajieh  ehaiiijiion  of  Henry  Clay 
for  the  presidency.  He  was  also  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  church  and  Wnnday-whool. 
At  the  time  of  the  Jlexican  war  he  I'ewponded 
to  the  call  for  troops  but  was  lun-er  sent  to 
the  front.  He  died  on  the  old  homestead 
June  23,  1851.  His  wife- was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex township,  Ontario  county,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Martha  Briggs,  who 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  She  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1834  with  her  sister, 
with  whom  she  reiiiaine<l  until  1836,  when 
she  gave  her  hinid  in  aiarriage  to  .Mr.  Shat- 
tuek.  After  her  husbaiid's  death  slie  si. Id 
the  farm  and  came  to  live  with  hei'  danghter, 
Mrs.  Jlilton,  dying  here  September  9,  1903. 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  had  six  children : 
Floyd  Lee,  the  eldest,  born  February  2.  1858, 
married  Christine  Scherrebeck,  a  highly  cul- 
tured lady.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  was  graduated  from  the  New  Balti- 
more high  school  in  1873  and  after  receiving 
a  teacher's  certificate,  began  at  once  to  teach. 
He  has  taught  in  districts  Nos.  1,  2,  4  and  6, 
Chesterfield  townsbi|>,  and  No.  4  fractional. 
Macomb  township,  wliii-b  was  his  father's 
first  school.  In  1884  he  went  to  Iowa  where 
he  taught  for  a  number  of  years  and  then 
turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and 
building  in  the  village  of  Stanwood,  where 
he  has  since  established  a  large  furniture 
store  and  in  cinitu'ction  with   this  conducts 


an  undertaking  establishment.  Me r tie  S., 
born  December  29,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  C.  J. 
Taylor  of  New  Baltimore,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  until  1890, 
when  he  removed  to  his  mother's  farm,  of 
which  he  is  now  the  owner,  having  prospered 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  Melva  S.,  born 
April  20,  1864,  died  May  13,  1870.  Fred  L., 
bom  April  14,  1866,  died  August  1, 1866,  and 
both  children  were  interred  in  the  Chester- 
field Union  burying  ground.  Prank  L.,  born 
August  24,  1871,  married  Miss  Jennie  Mars- 
rick,  a  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Gertrude 
Marsrick,  of  Chesterfield  township,  and  is 
a  prosperous  fanner  of  Lenox  township. 
Mettie  S.,  born  Febniary  22,  1874,  was  mar- 
ried in  1891  to  Frank  Durell  who,  a  few 
months  after,  while  making  his  first  trip  up 
the  lakes,  was  drowned  during  a  heavy 
storm,  the  boat  being  wrecked  near  White 
Fish  point  in  Lake  Superior.  On  the  29th 
of  June,  1892,  his  widow  became  the  wife 
of  E.  Ji.  Voviilia,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Kay  towjiship,  who  also  follows  blacksmith- 
ing.  Mr.  Jlilton  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  his  family,  for  his  children  have 
made  creditable  records  and  they  in  turn 
have  I'eason  to  rejoice  in  what  Mr.  Milton 
has  accomplished.  He  has  indeed  been  an 
honored  and  worthy  citizen  to  his  commu- 
nity, because  of  his  activity  in  business.  In 
polities  and  in  public  atfairs  he  has  contribu- 
ted in  no  snmll  degree  to  the  substantia!  im- 
jiiMvenjent  to  this  part  of  the  state. 


EARL  W.   WALES, 

Eai'l  W.  Wales,  a  prominent  representative 
of  agricultural  and  horticultural  ijitcrests  in 
Maeonib  county,  living  on  section  17.  Shelby 
township,  was  born  December  13,  1857,  in  an 
old  house  near  where  the  gravel  pit  of  North 
Utica  is  now  found.  His  parents  were  Wil- 
lard  Amos  and  Amy  Ann  {Chapman}  Wales, 
the  hitter  a  daughter  of  John  C.  Chapman, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Shelby 
township.  Mr.  Wales  pursued  bis  education 
in  the  Ewell  school  and  Disco  Academy,  and 
after  putting  aside  his  test-hooks  he  engaged 
in  driving  trotting  horses  on  the  track  for 
some  time,  lie  is  now  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  fruit  raising,  being  deeply  inter- 
ested in  horticulture.  He  has  three  acres 
planted  in  strawberries,  and  his  opinions  re- 
garding the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  are  re- 
ceived as  authority  in  the  community.  He 
also  raises  other  fruits  and  everything  about 
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his  place  is  Itept  in  exeelleiit  condition.  He 
lives  upon  the  farm  which  his  father  pur- 
chased from  the  government,  having  here  six- 
ty acres  of  land,  while  his  brother  also  owns 
sixty  acres  of  the  old  estate. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Wales 
was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Oddy,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Dudley)  Oddy,  who 
were  both  natives  of  New  York  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1856.  Mr.  Oddy  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  owned  jiroperty  in  Disco, 
where  he  died  in  1900,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1886.  Mrs.  Wales  was  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1866,  and  pursued  her  education  in 
Disco.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  five  children;  Enimctt,  born  De- 
cember 14,  1885,  died  when  ten  years  of  age. 
Ward  Amos,  born  May  13,  1887,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  is  at  home; 
Ir^-in  S.,  horn  November  i:i,  1888,  is  attend- 
ing school.  Herbert,  bom  June  25,  1897,  died 
at  the  age  tif  sixteen  jiionths.  Gertie  Jlay, 
born  Jannjirj-  3,  189:j,  completes  the  family. 

Mr,  Wales  is  a  republican,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his 
energies  upon  his  business  affairs,  and  he  now 
has  a  splendidly  impi-oved  property  while 
his  well  directed  efforts  are  bringing  him  very 
desirable  success. 

A(;*;rsT  v.  kklvkckI'I 

August  !•'.  Eeiuecki',  who  is  invsident  of  the 
villiTge  of  New  Baltimoi'c,  wliei'c  he  is  engaged 
in  general  nierchandLsiiig,  was  bom  in  Ger- 
many, January  4,  ia:>6,  his  parents  being 
Frederick  G.  and  JBlizabcth  (Ueiueman)  Rei- 
necke,  who  were  also  born  in  (iermany.  They 
eame  to  America  in  1869,  settling  in  New  Bal- 
timore, where  the  father  worked  as  a  laborer. 
He  died  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-five  years  and 
his  widow  is  yet  living  in  New  Baltimore. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  namely : 
Frederick,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan;  Minnie, 
now  deceased;  Henry,  who  is  living  in  Sagi- 
naw, Michigan ;  August  F. ;  Gustave,  who  died 
in  Germany;  Christopher,  also  a  I'esideut  of 
Saginaw;  Charles,  who  also  makes  his  home 
in  New  Baltimore;  and  William,  deceased. 

August  F,  Reineeke  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Geimany  until  thir- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  eame  with  his 
parents  to  the  United  States  Here  he  at  once 
began  work  in  a  "^awmill  at  New  Baltimore, 
in  which  he  was  employ  ed  for  four  years.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  secured  a  position  in 
the  grocery  store  of  Charles  Wanke,  in  New 
Baltimore,  where  he  continued  for  two  years, 


and  later  he  was  in  a  general  store  owned 
by  C.  L.  Bradish  for  a  year,  or  until  the  death 
of  his  employer.  He  afterward  worked  for 
William  Baker  in  the  same  line  for  a  year, 
and  in  1878  he  went  to  Marine  City,  Michigan, 
where  he  seeui-ed  a  clerkship  in  a  general 
store.  After  a  few  months,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  New  Baltimore,  and  the  following 
spring  he  went  to  Richmond,  Michigan,  where 
for  four  years  he  acted  as  salesman  in  the 
general  store  of  Cooper  &  Son.  He  was  next 
in  Capae,  Michigan,  whei-e  he  purchased  tb(^ 
general  store  of  Coho  &  Son  and,  forming  a 
partnership  with  Geoi^e  C.  Patch  under  the 
firm  style  of  Patch  &  Eeineeko,  eotiduetcd  the 
business  for  a  year.  .\l  tlu'  nul  nf  that  tinu^ 
he  purchased  his  parinrc'.s  uHiifsl  iind  con- 
ducted the  store  on  liis  nw  n  fiicmiiit  until  just 
prior  to  his  return  to  .\\;w  iSiilt.iiuore,  when 
he  sold  out.  Again  coming  to  this  place,  hi' 
purchased  the  general  stoi'c  of  George  V. 
WalkiT  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Hi'iKiaii  [liinciiiiiu  as  the  senior  member  of 
Ifriri.^l  :-  III'  ii'Kiiin  for  two  years.  By  pnr- 
elui^iir  I  I-  r  riNi'f's  interest  Mi".  Eeinecke 
bewuiic  Mile  iirii]irietor  and  has  since  conduct- 
ed his  store  with  constantly  growing  success. 
He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of 
general  merchandise,  which  because  of  its 
tasteful  arrangement  proves  attractive  to  the 
I)ul)Iie,  and  his  honorable  dealings  and  earnest 
desire  to  please  his  patrons  insure  him  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  business  support. 

Air.  Reineeke  is  a  man  of  excellent  business 
and  executive  ability,  resourceful  and  enter- 
prising, and  he  carries  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  has 
not  limited  his  efforts  to  one  line,  btit  has  been 
the  promoter  of  a  number  of  leading  business 
concerns  in  this  town.  He  was  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  New  Baltimore  Creamery 
Company  in  1898  and  is  now  one  of  its  direc- 
tors. He  was  promoter  of  the  New  Baltimore 
Elevator  Compan,v,  in  1900,  and  has  been  vice- 
president  since  its  organization.  In  comnni- 
nity  affairs  he  is  also  active  and  enterprising 
and  the  town  has  t)een  benefitted  by  his  efforts 
in  its  behalf.  He  has  several  times  served  as 
a  member  of  the  council,  has  been  treasurer, 
also  assessor  of  the  village  and  treasurer  of 
his  township.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
village  in  1899  and  has  since  served  in  that 
capacit.v,  giving  to  New  Baltimore  a  progress- 
ive administration  and  one  which  has  proved 
of  practical  value  in  the  advancement  of  its 
interests  along  many  lines. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1878,  Mr.  Rei- 
neeke  was   married  to  Miss   Maiy  Gross,   a 
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daughter  of  August  Cross  of  New  Baltimore. 
Thfir  children  are :  Louise,  the  wife  of  Cus- 
tav  Ilnffner  of  Detroit;  Clara,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Yeiirn  of  Marine  City,  iliehigan ;  Her- 
man, who  is  a  traveling  salesman ;  Alma,  J\Iar- 
giierite  and  Mabel,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Reinecke 
is  a  member  of  the  Cennan  Lutheran  church 
and  he  also  l>t'loi]gs  to  the  Knig'hts  of  Macca- 
bees and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, lie  hits  been  commander  and  finance 
and  record  iteeper  in  the  Maccabees  lodge 
and  has  been  noble  grand  in  the  Odd  Fellows 
lodge,  wliii-li  he  has  also  represented  in  the 
grand  lodge.  He  was  instrumental  J]i  organ- 
ising IrotJi  of  these  lodg.^s  in  New  Baltiiiiore 
and  lias  taken  a  vi'T'v  active  p:irt  in  tlieir  worj;. 
lie  is  triilv  a  se]f-:iiii,lr  uiaii  vvlio  has  gained 
his  success  UMai<fed.  plM.-iii-  liis  ,lr|,en(leii(v 
lie    ■ 
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dcvoteil  husband  and  father  and  is  ]")pnlai 
New  Baltimot-e  and  wherever  known. 


liOlSKliT  KL-VtKil':. 

Robei't  Klagge,  one  of  the  leading  tloi'ists  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  was  born  in  Germany 
in  18(i4  and  is  a  son  of  -Tohn  and  Eva  Klagge, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  fatherland  and 
beeaiiie  residents  ol'  :>loiui1.  Clemens  in  188,3. 
Here  the  father  died  in  liKlli,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  but  the  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing and  has  reaehed  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years. 

During  his  boyhood  Robert  Klagge  attend- 
ed the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  and 
remained  in  that  <-oiintMy  until  1881,  when 
he  crossed  the  ocean  and  located  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  he  found  eaijdoyment  in  the 
Breitmeyei'  green hon.ses.  Jle  worked  for  that 
firm,  both  in  Detroit  and  Mount  Clemens, 
luitil  1893,  when  he  began  business  for  him- 
self in  a  small  way  at  his  present  location,  154 
Gutschow  street,  at  first  growing  only  vege- 
tables, but  he  soon  merged  the  enterprise  into 
general  fiorienlture.  His  early  training  had 
thoroughly  skilled  him  in  the  business,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  his  efforts  were  crowned 
with  success.  By  constant  study,  close  atten- 
tion to  detail  and  a  natural  aptitude  for  the 
art  of  growing  beautiful  plants,  Mr.  Kla^e 
was  soon  at  the  head  of  an  important  industry. 
Besides  his  local  trade  he  has  built  up  a  good 
wholesale  trade  in  Chicago  and  Detroit,  his 
flowers  being  handled  by  the  best  dealers  of 
those  cities,  and  he  now  ranks  second  among 
the  florists  of  the  state  in  the  amount  of  biisi- 


ness  done  annually.  During  the  last  few 
years  Michigan  has  become  one  of  the  impor- 
tant states  in  the  growing  of  flowers  to  be  cut 
for  the  market  and  few  of  the  large  growers 
have  made  more  progress  than  Mr.  Klagge.  He 
began  business  in  ftlount  Clemens  with  only 
two  greenhouses,  twenty  by  one  hundred  feet 
in  dimensions,  but  now  has  one  hundred  thou- 
sand feet  of  flower  beds  under  glass,  in  which 
he  grows  violets,  roses,  carnations  and  other 
popular  flowers  to  be  cut  for  the  trade.  For- 
juerly  he  made  a  specialty  of  violet  culture 
and  led  the  market  in  those  flowers,  being 
known  as  the  "Violet  King."  He  has  won 
many  iTuportant  prizes  in  floral  shoivs  in 
both    Cliicago    a]id    l)i-tniit,     vvbere    he    had 
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the  counlrv,  and  his  carnatioiis  have  also 
won  lu'iKi's  in  sevei'al  exhibits.  Naturally 
his  output,  being  of  the  best,  finds  a  ready 
sale  everywhere  at  high  prices.  Besides 
his  extensive  greenhouses.  Mr.  Klagge  has 
also  ten  acres  of  gi'onnd  devoted  \<)  the 
growth  of  outdoor  i>lants  for  cut  tlo^R■r 
purposes.  His  entire  establishment  is  not  only 
one  of  tiie  lar^icst  in  this  part  of  the  I'nited 
States  hut  is  one  of  the  nios-t  modern  and  well 
equipi>ed  that  money  and  experience  ean  pro- 
cui'e.  The  plant,  for  which  a  five-hor.se  power 
engine  was  once  siiffieient,  now  rcipiires  one 
hundred  and  flflv-liorse  power.  .Mr.  Klaffge 
i.s  ablv  assisted  bv  eidit  sliillcd  w<trlinieii  and 
is  now  at  thi'  head  of  a  aiodi^l  lloral  estahlish- 
ment  which  is  an  honor  both  to  its  oxvner  and 
to  .Mount  Clemens. 

In  1887  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Wilhebnina 
Walz,  daughter  of  John  Breitmeyer,  of  De- 
troit. She  died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two  years,  leaving  six  children,  namely: 
Rickie,  Hattie,  Rosa,  Anna,  Herman  and 
George.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Evangelical 
church.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  that 
class  of  citizens  who  lead  quiet,  industrious, 
honest  and  useful  lives  and  constitute  the  best 
portion  of  a  community. 


GEORGE  V.  MILLER. 

George  F.  Miller,  who  follows  farming  on 
section  10,  Chesterfield  township,  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  this  county.  He  was  born  January 
7,  1859,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
his  parents  being  James  and  Hannah  (Card) 
Miller,  the  former  also  a  native  of  Macomb 
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county  ijnd  the  latter  of  New  York  state. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Miller,  was 
bom  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and  in  the  early- 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  eame  to  Ma- 
eomb  county,  settling  near  Mount  Clemens 
in  Harrison  township.  At  that  time  the  only 
road  ent  through  the  county  waa  the  CJratiot 
road  and  he  had  to  clear  away  the  trees  in 
order  to  make  a  road  to  his  own  place.  He 
experienced  the  usual  hardships  and  priva- 
tions which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  early  settler 
and  bore  his  part  in  the  early  development 
and  upbuilding  of  this  region. 

His  son,  James  Miller,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Harrison  township,  in  18211, 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
remained  with  his  father,  aiding  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  home  farm,  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  fanning  on  his 
own  account,  buying  the  Frank  Aveiy  phice 
in  Chesterfield  township.  He  subsequently 
purchased  twenty  acres  adjoining,  and  still 
later  bought  ten  acres  on  the  west  side  of  the 
I'oad.  Thrtmghout  the  years  of  Iii^  active  bus- 
iness life  he  followed  farming,  but  in  1!)0;{ 
he  turned  over  the  heavier  burdens  of  the 
fariii  ti)  bis  son  (leorge  and  is  now  practically 
liviiiy  retired  upon  the  ten-acre  tract  pre- 
viously mentioned.  Although  now  eighty-five 
years  of  age  he  is  still  quite  strong  and  active 
and  can  do  a  man's  work  in  eanying  on  the 
farm.  Of  the  eleven  children  bi>rn  to  himself 
and  wife  only  two  are  now  livins!:  Ileiiiy. 
who  is  a  carpenter  by  trade  iuid  livi's  with 
his  father,  and  George  P.,  whose  iiiiiiie  intni- 
duces  this  sketch. 

The  district  .schools  of  the  <-i)mity  nll'orded 
George  F.  Miller  the  educ;itioii;il  iidviiritiiges 
he  enjoyed  in  youth,  and  undrr  lii^  fiitbei-'s 
able  direction  he  early  beeaiiie  taiuiliiii-  with 
the  work  of  the  farm.  He  aNo  le;irned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  be  tollowed  from 
1884  until  1903,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  for  his  father  and  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  it«  operation. 

On  the  25th  of  March.  188:!,  was  eelobrateil 
the  marriage  of  Mr,  Miller  and  Mlss  Nancy 
J.  Hill,  daughter  of  David  and  Jennie 
(Brown)  Hill,  of  Chesterfield  township.  Her 
I)ai'ents  were  natives  of  Canada,  their  early 
home  being  at  Hillsdale  near  Toronto,  and  in 
1870  they  came  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan, 
locating  first  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
they  spent  two  years.  They  then  removed  to 
Lenox  township,  near  New  Haven,  where  they 
still  reside.  There  were  six  children  born  to 
them,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  two  sons 
residing  in  Detroit,  while  two  sons  and  two 


daughters  still  live  in  Macomb  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  had  four  children  but  Mildred 
C.  died  December  9,  1886,  and  Don  C.  died 
March  9,  1890,  those  still  living  being  Harrj' 
W.  and  Jessie  B. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  New 
Haven  tent.  No.  174,  K.  0.  T.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  the  chair  of  first  master  of  guards. 
He  is  a  hard-working,  industrious  and  re- 
spected farmer,  having  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  all  with  ivhom  he  had  been 
brought  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social 


JOHN   II.  C.  GARVIN. 

Jolui  II.  C.  (larvin,  who  was  born  in  Gene- 
sue  county.  New  York,  December  13,  1826, 
died  at  &Iount  Clemens,  Michigan,  October 
23,  1899.  His  parents,  John  and  Olive  (Ba- 
cim)  Garvin,  were  natives  of  the  Green  Moim- 
tain  state  and  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
New  York,  whence,  in  1832,  the  father  came 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Ray  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  In  the  spring  of  1835  they  re- 
moved to  Macomb  township,  settling  upon  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  2.  This 
land  was  purchased  from  the  government  and 
in  consequence  was  wild  and  unimproved. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and 
built  a  house  for  Colonel  Norman  Perry, 
which  was  among  the  first  frame  buildings 
uT'i.'cted  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  followeil 
carpentering  for  a  number  of  years,  making 
it  his  main  business,  and  he  also  worked  at 
shipbuilding  in  Mount  Clemens,  m  the  winter 
(if  1834-0.  His  wife  died  August  30,  1865, 
in  the  seventy- fourth  year  of  her  age,  her 
birth  having  occurred  April  12,  1792.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Garvin  was  a  whig  in  early  life 
and  later  became  a  stanch  repnblican.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  held  membi'rsbip  in  the 
Christian  cliuirli.  taking  an  active  ]iart  in  its 
work,  and  their  two  {laughters  also  became 
members.  The  father  was  exceiitionally  well 
ver.-ed  in  the  Bible.  He  possessed  a  strong 
mind  and  retentive  memory  and  was  accus- 
tomed to  give  nmeh  of  his  time  to  r"ading, 
so  that  he  kejil  well  infot-ujed  on  all  general 
matters  of  intriv-sl,  ;ntd  in  debate  be  was 
able  to  pre^eut  .i  slrojig  .irgiuuent.  lie  took 
an  active  aiul  helpful  part  In  the  material 
improvement  and  jirogi-es-s  of  eastern  Michi- 
gan and  aided  in  cutting  the  road  from  Kay 
township  to  his  farm  in  IMacimib  township 
;ind    over    this    road    he    nu>ved    his    personal 
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property  to  his  new  home.  Wlien  he  cauie  to 
liiehigan  he  was  accompanied  oy  hia  wife, 
two  daughters  and  a  son,  and  liis  daughters 
were  among  the  first  teachers  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Two  chihli^en  of  the  family 
died  in  early  youth. 

John  II.  (J.  Uarvin  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm,  amid  the  hardships,  difficulties 
»ntl  ciivirotuneuts  of  pioneer  life,  and  he  con- 
tinned  to  remain  there  until  his  father  sold 
the  property  and  removed  to  Washington 
township,  lie  then  went  to  work  with  his 
father,  having  ])revionsIy  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  his  direction,  and  he 
followed  that  pursuit  continnously  lor  fifteen 
years,  while  later  he  worked  at  odd  jobs  to 
some  extent.  In  1850  he  bought  his  home- 
stead farm  in  Macomb  township  and  there 
resided  until  Novetnber  12,  1885,  when  he 
removed  to  Mount  Clemens,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  his  newly  erected  residence  at  No. 
104  (Irand  aveinie,  where  he  spent  his  re- 
maining days. 

On  the  15th  of  December.  1851,  Mr.  Gar- 
vin wiiH  married  to  Miss  Rosannah  Harris, 
ii  daughter  01  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Oziah) 
Harris,  who  came  from  New  Ytirk  to  the  state 
of  Jlichigan  in  18:i(l,  settliii};'  in  the  neighbor- 
liood  where  lived  the  t.ijirvin  family.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  were  natives  of  Ulster  .coun- 
ty, New  York,  the  grandfather  living  at  New 
Paltz,  that  state.  Jacob  Harris  was  born 
Aprd  10,  1791,  and  died  June  13,  1864,  while 
his  wife,  who  was  born  January  1,  1792,  in 
Monroe  county.  Pennsylvania,  died  Novem- 
ber 27,  1872.  They  came  to  Michigan  from 
Uenesee  county.  New  York,  by  way  of  De- 
troit, arriving  at  that  village — for  such  it 
was  then — on  the  steamer  Henry  Clay,  May 
14,  1830,  Mr.  Harris  left  his  family  at  De- 
troit and  went  after  help  to  move  them  and 
his  goods  to  a  temporary  abode.  He  secured 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  timber 
land  on  section  35,  Washington  township, 
having  purchased  this  tract  from  the  gov- 
ernment the  year  before,  his  deed  being 
sijincil  by  Andrew  Jackson,  then  president  of 
the  Uiiiti'd  Kt;ite,s.  He  obtained  the  services 
of  Wilki's  |j.  Wtuart  and  two  others,  each  hav- 
ing a  puny  team,  and  returned  to  Detroit  for 
his  family  and  household  effects.  He  then 
started  on  his  journey  to  his  new  home,  go- 
ing by  way  of  Rochester,  and  arrived  in 
Washington  township  after  two  days'  weari- 
some travel.  Their  log  cabin  was  soon  bnilt 
and  here  amid  pioneer  surroundings  the  fam- 
ily home  was  established.  Many  hardships 
and  diffifulties  incident  to  frontier  life  came 


to  them,  but  in  due  time  they  were  enabled 
to  secure  the  comforts  of  the  older  civiliza- 
tion of  the  east  and  when  some  years 
had  passed  Mr.  Harris  built  a  commodious 
dwelling  near  the  site  of  the  old  log  cabin. 
In  1831,  in  company  with  Brainard  Rowley 
and  Benehard  Troop,  he  made  a  trip  to  De- 
ti-oit  with  ox  teams  for  flour  and  salt.  It 
required  one  week  to  accomplish  the  journey 
and  he  had  to  pay  sixteen  dollars  a  barrel 
in  gold  for  the  flour.  Upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  which  he  developed  and  improved, 
Jlr.  and  Jlrs.  Harris  spent  their  remaining 
days.  They  ivere  the  parents  of  eiirht  chil- 
dren: Jonathan  W.,  Milton,  Darius.  Cyrus, 
Cynthia,  Rosannah,  Sarah  A,  and  Amanda. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Harris  family  can  be 
traced  still  farther  back.  Jacob  Harris  was 
one  of  a  family  <if  eleven  children— seven 
sons  and  four  dnuyhters — who  were  bom 
unto  Henry  and  I'ully  Hiirris.  Henry  Har- 
ris wan  born  in  .\e«'  I'altz,  Ulster  connty, 
New  Yoi'k,  in  17til,  and  when  only  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  joined  the  American  array 
at  the  outbreak  (if  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  served  in  "Wiisliington's  division  until 
the  close  of  hostiliiie-;  and  the  establishment 
of  independent.  Mixm  iifter  the  war,  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  faitliful  service,  he  was  given 
eight  hundred  acri-s  of  land  in  eastern  New 
York.  One  of  his  seven  sons  was  Joseph 
Harris,  who  moved  westward,  settling  at 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  when  that  town  was 
a.  military  station. 

Heury  Harris'  father  was  bom  in  West- 
chester county,  New  York,  and  his  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  England,  whence  he 
came  to  the  new  world,  settling  on  Manhat- 
tan island  when  it  was  in  possession  of  the 
Dutch.  He  purchased  ninety  acres  of  land 
bordering  on  Broadway,  now  the  most  im- 
portant thoroughfare  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  This  he  leased  for  village  lots,  while 
he  moved  to  White  Plains.  This,  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  came  into  posses- 
sion of  his  descendants,  who  still  reside  at 
AVhite  Plains,  the  lease  having  run  out. 

John  H.  C.  Garvin  was  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  and  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
the  party.  lie  also  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  he  took  great  interest  in  va- 
rious games  and  sports,  being  a  member  of 
the  "Old  Crowd."  He  was  also  ever  ready 
to  do  any  good  work  and  he  enjoyed  life  to 
the  fullest  extent.  He  possessed  a  character 
that  commanded  respect  and  confidence 
everywhere,  and  while  ,ioy  and  happiness 
were  his  lot  it  \vas  because  of  a  genial,  kind- 
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ly  nature  and  never  secured  at  the  expense 
of  the  pleasiire,  the  happiness  or  the  success 
of  others.  lie  passed  away  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens, October  23,  1899,  and  his  death  was  the 
occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret. 


ALBERT  MILLER. 


Albi'rt  Hiller,  one  of  the  well  Icnown  eiti- 
Kens  of  Maeomb  cfliinty,  now  living  retired  in 
Richmond,  was  born  in  Orleans  county.  New 
York,  August  12,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Caleb 
Miller,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same 
county.  The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elmira  Whitcomb  and  was  bom  in  Ver- 
mont. In  1846  the  parents  removing  to  Mich- 
igan, settled  in  Richmond  township,  llaeomb 
county,  three  miles  west  of  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, where  Mr,  Jliller  carried  on  farming 
for  several  years.  He  then  removed  to  an- 
other farm  two  miles  from  his  first  location 
and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  this  tiaet 
of  land  he  owned  a  foundn  which  he  eon 
ducted  for  twenty- four  years  He  was  like 
wise  owner  of  a  grist  and  saw  mill  and 
through  his  varied  investments  he  conducted 
an  extensive  business.  He  vias  regarded  \s 
one  of  the  leading  and  representatn l  citizens 
of  his  community,  hia  trade  relations  piovmg 
of  benefit  to  the  locality  as  \tell  as  a  souice 
of  profit  to  himself.  In  all  inattds  relating  to 
the  general  welfare  he  took  a  h  Ipful  and 
beneficial  interest.  In  his  family  'were  seven 
children,  of  whom  three  aie  now  living  Al 
bert;  Isadora,  the  wife  of  Henr\  "Whitcomb 
who  is  living  three  miles  Hist  of  Richmond 
and  Theodore,  who  is  now  engaged  m  the  ox 
celsior  business  in  Detroit 

Albert  Miller  spent  his  bo>hood  dais  on  the 
home  farm  and  worked  in  the  fields  through 
the  summer  months,  while  m  the  winter  sea 
sons  he  attended  the  district  schools  He  be 
came  interested  in  the  foundry  and  milhng 
business  with  his  father  and  this  busmesf,  le 
lation  was  continued  until  a  few  years  prior 
to  the  father's  death.  They  built  a  foundry  in 
Richmond  and  upon  the  father's  death  the 
property  was  divided,  Theodore  Miller  taking 
charge  of  the  foundry,  while  Albert  Miller  re- 
mained at  home.  After  a  few  years  he  sold 
his  farming  interests  and  in  1888  settled  in 
Richmond,  where  he  embarked  in  the  foundry 
business,  his  brother  removing  to  Detroit.  Al- 
bert Miller  thus  represented  the  iron  industry 
at  this  point  for  three  or  four  years,  after 
which  he  sold  out.     His  brother  also  owned 


a  hardware  business  in  which  he  became  a 
partner  and  this  store  was  sold  upon  the  broth- 
er's removal  to  Detroit,  At  length  Mr.  Miller 
traded  liis  foundry  for  a  farm  located  two 
iiiiles  northwest  of  Richmond  and  there  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  deposed  of 
his  land  and  again  took  up  his  abode  in  Rich- 
mond, where  he  has  since  practically  lived 
retired.  lie  was  for  many  years  an  active,  en- 
terprising business  man,  widely  and  favorably 
Imown  throughout  his  community  because  he 
was  found  trustworthy  in  all  business  trans- 
actions, while  his  diligence  and  perseverance 
proved  the  foundation  of  a  very  desirable 
success. 

Albert  Miller  was  married,  July  2,  1870,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Smith,  of  Macomb  county,  a  daugh- 
ter of  "William  S.  Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Their 
children  are:  Caleb  S.,  Cilbert  E..  who  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  now  in 
St  Louis  Missouri  and  Mabtl  Maud  who  is 
attending  school  m  Adrian    Michigan 

Caleb  S  Miller  who  is  classed  with  the 
1  epi  esentative  >oung  business  men  of  Rich- 
mond Macomb  county  was  Ix  m  on  the  old 
familv  homestead  November  4  1871,  and 
mtistered  the  blanches  of  Fnglish  learning 
taught  in  the  district  school'.  He  lomed  his 
father  m  a  partnership  m  the  foundry  busi- 
ness in  1SS8  iiid  «as  thus  connected  with  the 
inlistii  It  ts  if  Richmond  until  1896, 
wh  n  1  t  Ml  toundiv  fora  faim.  The 
f  >UM  1  s       I       1    building   fift\    by  one 

huiidiLd  t  t  id  f  III  stoii's  in  height.  The 
iinchin  -■hop  wns  hit\  1  \  i  li  m  lied  and 
twent\  fe<  t  md  the  s  i  1 1  i  ^  m  sixty  by 
nuRt\  feet  At  out  tun  mpl  \  noiit  was 
furnished  to  one  hundr  d  and  fift\  men.  The 
foundry  was  established  foi  tht  manufacture 
of  atiricultnial  implements  but  later  was 
laigeh  used  foi  the  manufitturc  of  stoves, 
ind  a  large  export  trade  wis  enjoyed  by  the 
film  "When  hit.  uncle  lumoved  to  Detroit  the 
Alt  Stoic  Companj  was  oiganized  and  has 
since  become  a  portion  of  the  large  combine. 
Following  the  uncle's  removal  to  Detroit, 
Caleb  Miller  and  his  father  continued  the  man- 
ufacture of  agricultural  implements  until  they 
disposed  of  their  foundry.  This  was  one  of  the 
most  important  productive  industries  of  Rich- 
mond and  proved  a  source  of  profit  to  the 
owners.  After  living  for  a  time  on  the  farm 
Caleb  Miller  returned  to  Richmond  and  was 
with  the  Peninsula  Cement  Company  of  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  which  he  represented  until 
1902,  when  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
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wliolesalt"  fg'g  ijusiiiess  of  this  villag*^  mid  has 
since  been  identiiied  thcrewitli. 

On  the  7tli  of  August.  1897,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Caleb  Miller  and  Blargaret  W. 
Freeman,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Free- 
man, who  was  the  originatar  of  the  present 
egg  business  now  conducted  under  the  firm 
nauie  of  Weter,  Fauning  &  Company,  of  Rich- 
mond, Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  have 
one  son.  Thomas  Ilarop.  In  hia  fratei'ual  re- 
lations Mr.  Miller  is  a  Mason.  He  has  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  county 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and  to- 
day he  is  associated  with  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant industries  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
the  business  hiiviiitr  rciiched  a-  very  extensive 
figure. 


EDWARD  A.  HEINE. 

Edward  A.  Heine,  a  well  known  and  popu- 
lar citizen  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  Mount 
Clemens  Savings  Bank,  was  born  in  that  city 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of 
"William  and  Theresa  (Olde)  Heine,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  Heine  family  were 
representative  citizens  of  the  north  of  Ger- 
many and  in  that  country  the  father  was 
reared  and  educated  but  came  to  America 
when  a  y(nnig  man.  He  first  located  in  New 
Baltiuiorc,  ^licliigiiii,  but  afterward  removed 
to  Mount  Clciiicns.  where  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandisinjr  for  thirty-eight  years,  though 
by  trade  he  was  a  cooper,  having  followed  that 
occupation  in  hia  native  land.  In  1905  he  dis- 
posed of  his  store  and  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  and  the  fruits  of 
former  toil. 

Edward  A.  Heine  is  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  six  children.  At  the  usual 
age  he  entered  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  was  a  student  until  he  at- 
tained the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  after- 
ward spent  one  year  at  the  Detroit  Business 
College.  On  leaving  that  institution  in  1881, 
he  entered  the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank, 
which  at  that  time  was  only  four  years  old, 
and  served  as  bookkeeper  for  ten  years,  after 
which  he  was  promoted  to  teller,  a  position 
he  now  holds.  lie  has  always  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  the  business  of  the  bank,  which  has 
become  one  of  the  oldest  and  strongest  finan- 
cial concerns  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  not 
a  little  of  its  success  is  due  to  his  untiring 
labor.     The  bank  has  had  a  gradual,  healthy 


growth,  due  to  the  safe  conservative  business 
policy  followed  by  those  in  contral. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1887,  Mr.  Heine  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Axigiista  Behnke, 
a  daughter  of  Christian  Behnke,  of  Jlount 
Clemens,  and  they  now  have  three  children : 
Felieitas  H.,  Austin  W.  B,,  and  Bernhardt  E. 
C.  The  family  hold  membership  in  the  Ger- 
man Evangelical  church  and  ftlr.  Heine  is 
identified  with  a  number  of  secret  societies, 
including  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  "Wood- 
men of  the  "World.  He  is  also  a  prominent 
Mason,  belonging  to  Mount  Clemens  lodge. 
No.  6,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  steward 
for  six  years;  secretary  of  Mount  Clemens 
chapter.  No.  69,  R.  A.  BI.,  for  twelve  years, 
and  was  for  five  years  treasurer  of  Mount 
Clemens  Council,  No.  8,  R.  &  S.  JI.  His 
Itolitical  support  is  given  the  republican  party 
and  he  takes  quite  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs,  his  influence  carrying 
weight  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  In  1900 
he  was  elected  alderman  from  the  second 
ward  for  a  term  of  two  years,  has  been  super- 
intendent of  the  poor  for  the  past  two  yeai-s, 
served  two  years  as  assistant  chief  of  the  fire 
department,  and  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  fire  department,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  charactei'. 
firm,  considerate,  careful  and  painstaking,  and 
he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either  in  bus- 
iness, social  or  political  life. 


FRANK  E.  LATHROP. 

Frank  E.  Ijathrop,  who  is  conducting  u 
general  store  in  Armada  and  in  his  life  ex- 
emplifies the  typical  spirit  of  the  west,  where 
energy  and  enterprise  have  been  the  dominant 
qualities  of  the  people,  leading  to  the  rapid 
and  substantial  development  of  this  portion 
of  the  eoiiutry,  was  bom  February  7,  1865, 
in  the  village  where  he  yet  resides.  He  comes 
of  an  old  New  England  family,  his  great- 
grandfather having  been  the  Rev.  Joseph  La- 
throp,  a  noted  minister  who  for  sixty-five 
years  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  His  son. 
Edward  Lathrop,  was  bom  in  Connecticut 
and  came  to  the  west  from  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. Making  his  way  to  Michigan  he  took 
up  land  from  the  government  and  began  farm- 
ing, assisting  materially  in  the  early  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
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His  son,  Elisha  D.  Lathrop,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Armada,  December  25.  1839,  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  but 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing and  for  a  number  of  years  was  associated 
in  commercial  pursuits  with  his  brother,  C.  A. 
Lathrop.  Their  partnership  was  dissolved  in 
1876  and  Elisha  D.  Lathrop  then  carried  on 
business  alone.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J. 
Kellogg,  a  native  of  Ray,  Michigan,  and  a 
daughter  of  Geoi^e  and  Eliza  J.  (Prentiss) 
Kellogg.  Her  father  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Ray  township.  Mr.  Lathrop  de- 
parted this  life  March  5,  1905,  and  is  still 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  was  bom  December 
23,  1839,  and  is  therefore  in  her  sixty-sixth 
year. 

Frank  E.  Lathrop  is  the  only  living  repre- 
sentative of  his  branch  of  the  family  in  Ma- 
comb county.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Armada  and  in  Detroit  Busi- 
ness University,  being  a  graduate  of  both. 
He  has  always  been  identified  with  mercantile 
interests  and  is  to-day  the  proprietor  of  a 
general  store  in  his  native  town.  He  carries  a 
large  line  of  goo^,  earefuUy  selected,  and  his 
earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons  combined 
with  his  unremitting  diligence  and  honesty 
above  question  have  made  him  a  leading  repre- 
sentative of  trade  circles  here.  He  carries  dry 
goods  and  shoes  and  is  now  sole  owner  of  the 
store  which  was  established  by  his  father, 
who  not  only  owned  this  property  but  had  a 
valuable  fann  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres. 

In  1888  Mr.  Lathrop  was  imited  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ruth  Barrows,  a  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Agnes  (Little)  Barrows,  the  former  a 
farmer.  They  had  one  child,  Lawrence  Bar- 
rows, who  was  born  May  27,  1891,  and  is  now 
a  student  in  the  high  school  of  Armada.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  June  4,  1891,  and  Mr. 
Lathrop  has  since  married  Jean  Hamilton,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  B.  and  Sarah 
(Stone)  Hamilton,  the  former  for  many  years 
a  practicing  physician  of  Cohnnbiaville,  La- 
peer county,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Lathrop  belongs 
to  the  Congregational  church  and  is  well 
known  in  social  circles,  while  over  their  own 
home  she  presides  with  gracious  and  charming 
hospitality.  She  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  and  Mr,  Lathrop  has  various 
fraternal  relatiojis,  being  identified  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  lodge,  the  Supreme  Maccabees 
and  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America.  His 
political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican 
party  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognisiing 


his  worth  and  ability,  have  called  him  to  office. 
He  served  as  city  alderman  and  city  treasurer 
and  has  always  been  found  loyal  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  him,  whether  in  office,  in  business 
life,  or  as  a  private  citizen.  He  has  always 
lived  in  Armada  and  by  his  carefully  man- 
aged business  affairs  and  active  co-operation 
in  movements  for  the  general  good  he  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  toward  the  im- 
provement and  upbuilding  of  his  home 
locality. 


AUGUST  VON  BOESELAGER. 

August  von  Boeselager,  although  yet  a 
young  man  has  gained  for  himself  a  place  in 
the  first  rank  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  the  business  interests  of  Mount  Clemens. 
He  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  bom 
May  16,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Maximilian  and 
Clara  (Von  Oer)  von  Boeselager,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  Germany,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives.  The  ancestry  of 
the  family  can  be  traced  back  through  tJiree 
centuries,  the  representatives  of  the  name 
being  worthy  and  respected  citizens  of  the 
fatherland. 

August  von  Boeselager  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  Germany,  attending  the  high  and 
military  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land 
and  sailed  for  America,  hoping  that  he  might 
win  success  through  the  business  opportunities 
afforded  in  the  new  world.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  a  favorite  uncle  had  come  to  these 
shores  and  had  settled  near  Portland,  Oregon, 
Mr.  von  Boeselager  resolved  to  go  to  that 
city,  but  upon  reaching  Detroit  he  communi- 
cated with  his  uncle  and  found  that  he  intend- 
ed to  return  to  Germany.  Mr.  von  Boeselager 
therefore  resolved  to  remain  in  Michigan  and 
in  consequence  has  become  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  of  this  state.  He  was  at  first  em- 
ployed at  the  city  park  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan, 
where  he  continued  for  two  years,  being  in 
the  employ  of  the  firm  of  McCray  &  Cole, 
fiorists.  He  afterward  went  to  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  three  years 
in  the  employ  of  Matt  Ullenbruch,  a  florist. 
He  next  went  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he 
entered  the  flower  store  conducted  by  Will 
Zimmerman,  and  in  1901  he  came  to  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  was  employed  in  Robert 
Klagge's  greenhouse  in  the  spring  of  1903. 
On  the  15th  of  March  of  that  year  he  pur- 
chased seven  acres  of  land  from  William  Can- 
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field,  adjoiniuf;  Jioniit  Clemens  near  the 
noi'theru  border,  and  erected  a  greenhouse, 
having  twenty-oue  thousand  feet  under  glass. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  production  of 
eamations,  violets,  sweet  peas  and  roses.  He 
gives  particular  attention  to  cut  Howers  and 
bedding  plants  and  bcidc  the  work  auxiliary 
to  the  hothouse  he  grows  nursery  stock,  in- 
cluding funt  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
beaung  plants  and  m  fact  all  kinds  of  hardy 
plants  that  can  be  grown  outside  the  green- 
house He  IS  to-daj  the  propiietor  of  one  of 
the  hiiest  and  most  modem  floral  establish- 
ments m  the  state  so  far  as  its  equipment 
and  management  are  concerned.  In  the  brief 
time  that  he  has  been  established  in  Mount 
Clemens  he  lias  conducted  a  \ery  successful 
business  and  has  ftrand  it  necessary  to  add  to 
his  oiigiu.il  thiee  irieenhouses  four  more,  and 
has  gu<itl\  ]M(H<isMi  then  capacity  in  order 
to  nuit  thi  i1mii<uiiK  iif  the  Mount  Clemens 
tradt  and  te  sii|>))h  his  wholesale  customei-s 
in  oiitsid(  Lities  Altogethei  he  now  has 
twenty-one  thousand  square  feet  under  glass. 
The  plant  is  equipped  with  a  boiler  of  sixty 
horse-power  and  the  chimney  is  sixty-five  feet 
high.  In  the  spring  of  1904  Mr.  von  Boese- 
lager  erected  a  handsome  new  residence  which 
is  equipped  with  the  German  style  of  finishing 
inside.  It  is  entirely  modem  and  in  fact  is 
one  of  the  tine  homes  of  the  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ktoights  of  Columbus  and  is 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  public  prog- 
ress. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  19U4,  Mr.  von 
BoL«ehiger  was  married  to  Miss  Gabrielle,  a 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Noeker,  of  Detroit.  Michi- 
gan. They  have  a  pleasant  home  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  they  have  made  many  friends. 
Although  a  resident  of  the  city  for  but  a 
brief  period,  Mr.  von  Boeselager  has  gained 
a  place  among  its  leading  business  men  and 
has  developetl  an  enterprise  of  extensive  pro- 
portions. His  success  is  being  continually 
augmented  as  the  result  of  his  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  business,  his  capable  manage- 
ment and  untirinsr  energy  and  he  may  well 
be  classed  with  the  representative  residents  of 
this  city. 


Kl'HSELL    T.    IIAZELTON. 

Kussell  T,  llazelton,  who  follows  farming 
and  dairying  on  sections  14  and  23,  Ray  town- 
ship, was  bom  where  he  now  resides  March 
17,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Thaddens  Hazelton. 
whose  birth  oceiirred  in  New  Ynrlc  in   1812 


and  who,  when  a  young  man,  removed  to  Can- 
ada, whence  he  afterward  came  t^j  iMichigaii, 
casting  in  his  lot  among  the  early  settler.s  of 
JIacomb  county.  He  married  Miss  Louisa 
itoberts,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  she 
was  reared.  In  order  to  make  a  home  for  his 
wife  Mr.  Hazelton  began  clearing  a  tract  of 
land  upon  which  he  erected  good  buildings 
and  in  course  of  time  he  developed  a  produc- 
tive farm  which  returned  him  good  crops 
annually.  He  lost  his  first  wife  and  later 
married  again,  spending  his  last  years  in  St. 
Clair  county  where  his  death  occurred.  In 
his  family  were  eight  children,  seven  of  whom 
reached  adult  age  but  only  three  are  now 
living.  The  eldest  is  Hiram  Hazelton  of  De- 
troit, who  was  a  prominent  business  man  and 
manufacturer  of  Maeomh  county,  being  thus 
identified  with  its  development  for  years.  He 
owned  sawmills,  also  stave  and  heading  mills 
and  maniifaetured  lumber,  staves  and  head- 
ing on  an  extensive  scale.  He  also  conducted 
a  sash.  diHir  and  l)lind  factory  in  MacomI) 
county  for  a  numher  of  years  and  was  a 
prominent  ivjiresentative  of  its  lumber  in- 
terests. Nellie  Ila/elton  reside*  with  her 
brother  Russell. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Russell 
T.  Hazelton  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life 
I'ecord  of  one  who  ^  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  IMacomh  county.  The  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  under  the 
parental  roof.  He  removed  with  his  father 
to  a  place  in  Lenox  township  and  it  was  there 
that  his  mother  died.  He  continued  to  assist 
in  the  operation  of  his  father's  land  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to 
earn  his  own  living  by  working  by  the  month 
for  his  brother  Hiram  in  the  sash  and  door 
factory  at  New  Baltimore.  There  he  remained 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  his 
brother  purchased  and  operated  a  sawmill  at 
New  Haven  and  Russell  T.  Hazelton  remained 
with  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprke  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  then  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, Macomb  county,  where  he  built  a  sawmill 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
staves  and  heading.  He  operated  a  plant 
at  that  point  for  about  thirteen  years  and  in 
the  meantime  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead which  his  father  had  opened  up  and 
improved.  Locating  thereon  he  began  farm- 
ing about  1894,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  New  Haven  Elgin 
creamery,  to  which  he  furnishes  milk,  and  is 
well  known  as  a  substantial  farmer,  stock- 
raiser     and     dairyman     and     the     different 
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branches  of  his  business  are  proving'  protita- 
ble,  returning  him  a  gratifying  income. 

In  October,  1870,  Mr.  Hazelton  was  married 
in  the  town  of  Lenos,  Macomb  county,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Dusett,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
this  county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Alanson  and 
Betsy  (Chase)  Dusett.  Mrs.  Hazelton  died 
about  1877.  There  were  two  children  by  that 
marriage  but  one  died  in  infancy.  The  other 
is  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Colon  Browulee,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  at 
Cleveland,  Tennessee.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1879,  in  New  Haven,  Mr.  Hazelton  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Ida  S. 
Jones,  a  daughter  of  James  Jones  and  a  sister 
of  Charles  H.,  Robert  and  David  F.  Jones. 
There  are  two  children  by  this  marriage : 
Frank  and  Martha  Elizabeth.  The  son  is  a 
teacher  in  Macomb  county  and  will  no  doubt 
make  for  himself  a  good  place  in  the  business 
world. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelton  were  formerly  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Washington,  but  are  not  at  this  time  affilia- 
ted with  any  religious  organization.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Hazelton  is  a  republican  and  is  a 
strong  temperance  man  who  believes  in  prohi- 
bition principle.  He  has  been  elected  and 
re-elected  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  good  schools  and  while  serving  on  the 
school  board  has  done  effective  work  in  be- 
half of  public  education  here.  He  is  a  sue- 
cussful  business  man  and  fanner,  who  owns 
and  operates  the  farm  upon  which  he  was 
bom,  and  in  the  community  is  recognized  as 
a  man  of  upright  character,  widely  known  for 
his  sterling  worth. 


JHLO  W.  DAVIS. 

Milo  W.  Davis,  well  known  in  financial 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens,  was  the  real,  pro- 
moter and  founder  of  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank,  and  since  its  organization  has  been  its 
cashier  and  executive  head.  Among  the 
earnest  men  whose  depth  of  character  and 
strict  adherence  to  principle  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  his  contemporaries,  he  is  promi- 
nent. Banking  institutions  are  the  head  of 
the  commercial  body  indicating  the  heaith- 
fulness  of  trade  and  a  bank  that  follows  a 
safe,  conservative  policy  does  more  to  es- 
tablish public  confidence  in  times  of  wide- 
spread financial  depression  than  anything 
else.  Such  a  course  has  the  Citizens  Savings 
Bank  followed  under  the  able  management  of 
Mr.  Davis. 


A  native  son  of  J[a.eoinb  county,  he  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Davis,  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1857,  his  grandparents  residing  there 
at  a  very  early  epoch  in  the  development  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  owning  a  farm  upon 
which  eventually  was  founded  the  town  that 
now  bears  the  family  name.  His  father,  Bela 
R.  Davis,  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer 
residents  of  Macomb  county,  removing  to  the 
west  from  his  native  state  of  New  York,  in 
1840,  and  has  since  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural purstiits.  He  married  Harriet  Gass 
and  they  still  reside  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm. 

Milo  W.  Davis  was  a  student  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  afterward 
pursued  his  education  in  the  Goldsmith, 
Bi-yant.  &  Stratton  Business  College,  at  De- 
troit, now  the  Detroit  Business  University. 
In  1880  he  became  a  factor  in  mercantile 
circles  of  Davis  as  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Davis  &  McGregor.  This  store  has 
had  a  continuous  existence  and  Mr.  Davis 
has  maintained  his  connection  therewith 
throughout  the  intervening  years,  his  name 
remaining  in  the  firm  name  until  about  two 
years  ago,  when  he  became  the  silent  partner 
under  the  firm  style  of  Giddings,  Wright  & 
Company.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
Davis  until  the  fall  of  1894,  when  he  was 
elected  on  the  republican  ticket  to  the  oifice 
of  county  clerk.  Two  years  later  he  was  re- 
elected, receiving  the  largest  majority  given 
to  any  candidate  on  the  ticket  in  his  county. 
Four  years  he  filled  the  position  in  a  most 
creditable  manner,  receiving  the  commenda- 
tion of  all  fair-minded  citizens,  and  thus  with 
an  honorable  record  he  retired  to  private  life. 
In  the  fall  of  1898  he  was  a  founder  of  the 
Macomb  County  Savings  Bank,  at  .Lenox, 
and  Oil  till'  1st  of  September,  of  that  year, 
he  ivas  iiiadi'  it.'^  cashier,  acting  in  that  capac- 
ity until  -laiuiary  1,  1899,  when  he  resigned 
to  again  take  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Here  he  established  a  drug  store,  which 
he  conducted  until  he  formed  the  idea  of 
organizing  a  new  bank,  when  he  sold  his 
store  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  plan.  The  result  is  known  to  all 
citizens  of  Jlount  Clemens  and  although  this 
is  the  youngest  of  the  banking  institutions 
of  the  city,  it  has  made  such  rapid  and  satis- 
factory progress  in  the  five  years  of  its  ex- 
istence that  it  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the 
mo.st  substantial  banking  concerns  of  eastern 
Michigan,  Mr.  Davis  secured  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  number  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  the  Citizens  Savings 
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Bank  was  capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  stock  of  the  bank  is  not  upon  the 
market,  for  the  original  stockholders  have 
retained  their  interests,  nor  would  they  sell 
at  double  the  price  which  they  paid  for  the 
shares.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders the  following  directors  were  chosen ; 
A.  T.  Donaldson,  George  H.  Nichols,  T.  W. 
Newton,  M.  W.  Davis,  W.  F.  Nank,  W,.  S. 
Donaldson,  Joseph  Matthews,  J.  S.  Paganetti 
and  A.  P.  Grim.  The  doors  of  the  bank  were 
opened  for  business  May  31,  1900.  The  insti- 
tution has  made  a  splendid  record. 

The  bank  building  was  leased  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  with  the  right  to  purchase  with- 
in a  year  if  the  stockholders  should  so  de- 
sire. This  was  done,  and  to-day  the  bank 
is  one  of  the  best  eqiiipped  institutions  of  the 
Icind  in  this  section  of  the  state.  A  splendid 
liur^lar-proof  vault  was  built  and  it  also 
contains  safety  deposit  boxes,  which  are  an 
innovation  in  banking  circles  in  Mount 
Clemens'  banking  institutions.  The  annual 
statement  of  the  bank  has  shown  good  in- 
crease in  its  business  in  various  departments 
each  year  and  there  is  to-day  a  paid-up  cap- 
ital stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  with  un- 
divided profits  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  while 
each  year  the  institution  has  paid  its  stock- 
holders an  eight  per  cent  dividend.  While 
Mr.  Davis  has  had  the  co-operation  of  men 
prominent  in  the  business  life  of  Mount 
Clemens,  he  has  been  the  real  head  of  the 
institution  and  to  his  executive  force,  enter- 
prise and  keen  business  discernment  is 
largely  attributable  the  success  which  the 
CitiKens  Savings  Bank  has  enjoyed. 

Mr.  Davis'  character  is  largely  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  been  made  a  Mason  in 
1S95,  in  Macomb  lodge,  No.  64,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Mount  Clemens  chap- 
ter, No.  69,  E.  A.  M.,  and  the  Romeo  com- 
iiiandery,  K.  T.  He  likewise  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
with  the  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  has  fig- 
ured to  some  extent  in  political  circles, 
being  a  recognized  advocate  of  republican 
principles,  and  in  addition  to  the  county 
office  which  he  held,  he  served  as  clerk  and 
supervisor  of  Ray  township  for  seven  years 
and  was  postmaster  of  Davis  under  President 
Harrison's  administration.  He  was  married, 
-May  6,  1885,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  Homer  Davis,  of  Washington, 
Michigan. 

In  manner  Mr.  Davis  is  courteous  and 
pleasant,  winning  friends  by  his  genial  dis- 


position and  honorable  character,  which  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all.  He  is  public- 
spirited  ill  an  eminent  degree  and  through- 
•mt  the  entire  period  of  his  manhood  has 
given  his  support  to  whatever  is  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  In  all  the 
relations  of  life,  whether  as  merchant, 
banker,  office  holder  or  private  citizen,  he 
has  always  been  faithful  and  true,  and  in  his 
life  work,  varied  as  it  has  been,  no  shadow 
of  wrong  or  suspicion  ever  darkened  his 
honored  pathway. 


ALFRED  A.  MILTON. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  influential 
citizens  of  Chesterfield  township  is  Alfred  A. 
Milton,  who  takes  a  very  prominent  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  born  August  9,  1854, 
on  his  present  farm  on  section  9,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Lauretta  (Burgess)  Milton.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  his  birth 
having  occurred  near  Wells  in  Somersetshire 
on  the  27th  of  March,  1817,  and  his  parents 
were  William  and  Sarah  (Lewis)  Milton, 
also  natives  of  that  country.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  John  Milton  settled 
in  Chesterfield  township,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  buying  a  farm  along  the  Church 
road  on  section  9,  where  our  subject  now  re- 
sides. He  at  once  burned  the  timber  ofE  of  a 
part  of  the  land  to  make  a  clearing  on  which 
to  build  his  residence,  which  is  still  standing. 
In  1854  he  returned  to  England  and  brought 
his  parents  to  this  country,  they  making  their 
home  with  him  until  death,  the  father  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  the  mother 
at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety-six. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1848,  John  Milton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lauretta  Bur- 
gess, a  daughter  of  German  and  Victoria 
Burgess,  of  Chesterfield  township.  By  this 
union  four  children  were  born,  but  our  sub- 
ject, the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  Those  deceased  are  Sara  V., 
who  married  Alvin  Crawford,  of  Chesterfield 
township;  Louis  Ann,  who  married  Bben 
Farr,  of  the  same  township;  and  Ruth  L., 
who  M'ent  to  California  for  her  health  and 
died  in  that  state  in  1884,  her  remains  being 
brought  back  home  and  laid  at  rest  in  Hart 
cemetery. 

John  Milton  always  took  a  very  active 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  township  and 
most  capably  filled  the  office  of  supervisor 
for  thirteen  years,  including  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  saved  the  town- 
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ship  from  a  draft  for  the  army  by  ob- 
taiaing  enough  vohinteers  to  make  up  the 
quota.  For  several  years  ho  also  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1859,  while  hold- 
ing that  position,  he  united  in  marriage 
Charles  K.  Fulerton  and  Eosana  Card,  old 
settlers  of  Chesterfield  township.  He  was 
prominently  identified  with  school  work  for 
many  years,  being  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  district  No.  2,  and  bore  a  very  im- 
portant part  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his 
township  and  county.  In  connection  with 
farming  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  commis- 
sion biisiuesB,  buying  staves,  which  he  shipped 
from  New  Baltimore  and  Salt  Eiver,  having 
his  yards  at  the  latter  place,  and  he  stood 
deservedly  high  in  business,  social  and  politi- 
cal circles.  He  was  a  member  of  Lake  St. 
Clair  lodge.  No.  82,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  he 
joined  in  the  '50s,  and  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  November  27,  1883,  he  was  buried 
with  Masonic  honors.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives him  and  is  living  near  our  subject. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Alfred  A.  Milton 
attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighbor- 
hood and  after  completing  liis  education  aided 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  land  until 
the  latter 's  death,  when  lie  took  complete 
charge  of  the  place.  He  is  a  progressive  and 
energetic  farmer  and  is  nieeting  with  well  de- 
served success.  On  the  16th  of  September, 
1875,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  KUa 
Leonardson,  whose  parents  were  James  and 
Eleanor  Leonardson,  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. They  were  natives  of  New  York  state 
and  came  to  Macomb  countv,  llichigim,  in  the 
'30s,  settling  on  tb,'  Hart  road  in  Cliusterfield 
township,  where  thcv  made  tlicir  home  until 
death.  Of  their  seven  ohilibvii.  tivp  »re  still 
living  in  this  county,  one  in  Xewaygo  county 
and  one  in  Sanilac  comity.  .Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Mil- 
ton have  two  children:  (Jrnci'.  who  is  the  wife 
of  John  (jillett,  a  mail  Ciirricc  of  Xi'w  Ihivcii, 
Michigan,  and  Guy  E.,  who  iiiarrii'd  Miss 
Bemeta  Clemens,  a  daughter  (if  Mflvin  iiiid 
Anna  Clemens  of  Chesterfield  ti)UTi«hi)i,  and 
lives  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Milton  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  which  he  joined  by  a  grand  lodge 
demit  from  Lake  St.  Clair  lodge,  No.  82,  where 
he  was  initiated  in  1875.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Clemens  chapter.  No,  69,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  Mount  Clemens  council,  No.  8,  R.  & 
S.  M.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  camp.  No.  9,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
George  Washington  court.  No.  1408,  T.  O,  F., 
of  New  Haven,  in  which  be  has  filieil  all  the 


princii)al  chairs,  is  past  chief  ranger  and  at 
present  vice  chief  ranger.  The  democratic 
party  finds  in  him  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its 
principles  and  he  has  taken  quite  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  politics,  serving  as  highway  com- 
missioner in  1879,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
review  for  four  years  in  the  '90s,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  district  No.  2,  for  ;i 
number  of  yeara.  Every  duty  devolving  upon 
him  has  been  most  faithfully  discharged  and 
he  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 


CHARLES  STERLING  PROCTER. 

Charles  S.  Procter,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  highly  respected  yoniig 
men  of  Romeo.  He  was  a  native  of  this 
county,  born  on  the  old  Procter  homestead 
in  Washington  township,  March  21,  1867, 
and  was  a  son  of  Luther  and  Harriet  L. 
(Sterling)  Procter,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  He  was  reared 
upon  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  R-omeo,  completing  the  scientific 
course  by  graduation  with  the  class  of  1886. 
Later  he  attended  the  Detroit  Business  Col- 
lege for  a  commercial  coiirse. 

Mr.  Procter  assisted  on  the  farm  man\' 
years,  and  for  some  time  was  a  very  enthu- 
siastic photographer,  many  of  his  fine  pho- 
tographs being  now  in  the  hands  of  liis 
friends  and  family. 

Being  in  ill  health  he  went  to  New  Mexico 
in  December,  1903,  with  the  hope  that  a 
change  of  climate  would  prove  beneficial,  but 
he  gradually  grew  worse  and  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1904,  he  passed  away  at  Silver 
City.  Althcmgh  so  far  away  from  home  he 
was  Tiot  alone  in  his  last  illness,  for  his  father, 
an  aunt,  Mrs.  Ellen  (Procter)  Mellen,  and 
his  flaiicee.  J^Iiss  Mary  A.. Brewer,  were  in 
constant  attendance  for  nearly  four  weeks 
|iri'vio\is  to  his  demise  and  were  present 
wbcii  the  final  summons  came.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Romeo  for  interment 
and  the  party  was  met  by  friends  at  Detroit, 
a  special  car  conveying  them  from  that  city 
to  Romeo. 

Although  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
Mr.  Procter  possessed  a  lovable  disposition 
and  had  a  cheery  word  for  all,  which  traits 
of  character  gained  him  many  warm  friends, 
and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  the  en- 
tire community  as  well  as  his  immediate 
family.  As  a  citizen  he  was  prompt  and  true 
to  every  engiiirement,  and  as  a  man  he  held 
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the  honor  and  esteem  of  all  classes  of  peo- 
ple, being  sincere  in  friendship  and  steadfast 
and  unswerving  in  his  loyalty  to  the  right. 
He  went  to  Paris  in  1900,  being  offered  a 
position  imder  Dr.  Bean,  who  had  charge  of 
the  United  States  forestry  exhibit,  and  he 
spent  some  time  abroad.  Mr.  Procter  waa 
iin  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  also  of  the  Romeo  Club,  which 
called  a  special  meeting  on  learning  of  his 
death,  the  following  resolutions  being  adopt- 
ed at  that  time : 

Whereas,  An  all  wise  and  overruling 
Providence  has  removed  from  our  midst,  by 
death,  Charles  S.  Procter,  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  our  club ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss 
of  an  esteemed  friend,  associate  and  fellow 
citizen,  one  who  will  long  be  remembered  for 
his  kindliness  and  consideration  for  others. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt 
sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  of  the  de- 
ceased at  the  time  of  their  great  affliction 
and  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  our 
respect  for  the  deceased,  the  club  rooms  be 
closed  and  that  the  members  attend  the 
funeral  in  a  body. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolntions  be  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  elub  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  same  be  presented  to  the  family  of 
the  departed  and  also  furnished  to  the 
Romeo  Observer  for  publication. 

Committee— L.  E.  BEDELL, 

E.  C.  NEWBURY, 
WIIJilAM  GRAY. 


.MH8.  SAHAK  A.  SAVAGE, 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Savage  has  for  seventy-three 
years  been  a  resident  of  5  la  comb  coimty. 
She  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  November  23, 
1828,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Weller,  who  was 
likewise  a  native  of  that  state,  born  June  23, 
1800.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  in 
1832  he  brought  his  family  to  Michigan,  then 
largely  an  undeveloped  state.  He  purchased 
from  the  government  one  hundred  and  sixty 
iicrcs  of  wild  land  in  Chesterfield  township 
and  at  once  began  to  clear  it  preparatory  to 
cultivating  the  fields.  lie  improved  a  part  of 
the  farm  but  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
blacksmithing,  his  services  being  in  constant 
demand.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Maria 
Vanetta,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  6,  1802.  and  who  in  1822,  in 
New  Jersey,  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr. 


Weller.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living;  William, 
who  married  Cordelia  Shaddock,  was  a  car- 
penter and  farmer  of  Chesterfield  township, 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party  and  died  in  the  year  1893.  Martin  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Savage  is  the  third  of  the 
family.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Jacob* 
Brandt,  a  carpenter  and  farmer  of  Detroit, 
who  was  also  an  advocate  of  republican  prin- 
ciples, while  his  religious  faith  was  that  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  There  were  three  children 
of  that  marriage  and  the  mother  died  in  1871. 
Jaseph,  the  fifth  member  of  the  Weller  family, 
who  married  Antoinette  Kennedy,  was  a  car- 
penter of  Romeo.  He  voted  with  the  republi- 
can party  and  held  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  Samuel,  who  mar- 
ried Alzura  Brown  and  had  two  children, 
Claude  and  Jane,  is  a  farmer  and  stockman 
living  in  Mount  Clemens  and  votes  with  the 
republican  party.  John  C,  who  married 
Catherine  Connor,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Myron  and  Jennie  T.,  was  a  farmer  of 
Chesterfield  township  and  is  now  deceased. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  he 
gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican 
party,  Charles,  who  followed  carpentering, 
died  in  1867.  Catherine  M.  became  the  wife  of 
William  Wycoff,  a  printer  of  Detroit,  like- 
wise a  supporter  of  republican  principles 
Their  only  son,  George,  is  deceased.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  A.  R,  Knight,  a  farmer  and 
teamster  of  Mount  Clemens,  who  votes  with 
the  republican  party,  and  they  have  four  sons, 
Robert,  Frank,  Walter  and  Burton.  George 
married  Ella  Atwood,  by  «-hom  he  has  a 
daiighter.  Myrtle.  He  follows  farming  in 
Chesterfield  township  and  like  the  others  of 
the  family  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
Grand  Old  Party,  while  his  fraternal  relations 
are  with  the  Masonic  lodge. 

Sarah  A.  Weller  pursued  her  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  afterward  con- 
tinued her  studies  in  Moxmt  Clemens.  She 
was  only  four  years  of  age  when  brought  by 
her  parents  to  this  county,  where  she  has 
since  resided — an  interested  witness  of  its 
rapid  and  wonderful  development  and  growth. 
In  early  womanhood  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  James  Savage,  who  was  bom  in 
October,  1823,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
was  a  son  of  James  and  Anna  (Haines)  Sav- 
age, the  former  born  in  Ireland,  February  25, 
1769,  and  the  latter  in  the  Empire  state,  July 
24,  1778.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing named:     Almond,  born  September  7, 
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1797;  J.oiH.  Pdiruai-v  16,  1799;  Mnry,  born 
November  25,  1801) ;  Mehitable,  July  12,  1802 ; 
Henry,  April  4,  1804;  O'Brien,  October  25, 
1805 ;  Sarah,  March  20, 1807 ;  Erastiis,  Febru- 
ary 3,  1810;  Emeline,  Jammry  2S,  1812; 
WUIiaiu  H.,  Mareb  14.  1816 ;  Jane,  April  5, 
1818;  Adeline,  March  27,  1821:  and  James, 
October  7,  1824. 

Mr.  Savage  became  a  resident  of  JIacomb 
county  in  pioneer  days.  In  early  manhood 
he  worked  for  a  number  of  seasons  as  a  farm 
hand  and  tlien  with  the  money  which  he  had 
acquired  through  his  industry  and  economy 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
he  at  once  began  to  cultivate.  He  erected 
buildings,  tilled  the  fields  and  continued  in 
the  active  work  of  farming  until  1883,  wIjuji 
he  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  He  had  led 
a  very  busy  and  useful  life  and  his  farm  was 
the  evidence  of  his  earnest,  persistent  labor 
and  well  managed  business  interests. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Williiim,  born  August  24, 
1857,  has  farming  interests  at  Evart,  Osceola 
county,  Michigan,  and  lives  in  Jlount  Clem- 
ens. He  is  a  republican.  He  married  Miss 
Alice  West  and  they  have  seven  children: 
Viola,  Wilmer,  Frank,  Donald,  Helen.  Alice 
and  James.  Fred  C,  born  September  6,  1858, 
is  a  chef  in  San  Jose,  California,  and  vote^ 
with  the  republican  party.  (Jeorge  is  de- 
ceased. Clarence,  born  June  23,  1861,  was  a 
molder  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  where  he 
died  March  6,  1905.  He  held  membership 
with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  "Woodmen 
and  the  Maccabees,  gave  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  democracy  and  attended  the 
Congregational  church.  He  had  married  Mar- 
garet Curler  and  the.v  had  two  sons.  Harry 
and  GeoT^e.  Edith  M.  Savage,  fifth  member 
of  the  family,  was  born  April  27,  1863,  is  en- 
gaged in  dressmaking  and  resides  with  her 
mother  on  South  avenue  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Frank,  born  January  25,  1865,  is  first  mate 
on  a  steam  barge  and  resides  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. He  votes  the  repiiblican  ticket.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Bresan  and  has  a  daughter, 
Catherine  M.  Elmer  G.  Savage,  bom  October 
5,  1867,  died  July  6,  1890.  Nettie  M.,  born 
July  5,  1869,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Rus- 
sell, who  was  collector  in  Ohio  and  Indiana 
for  the  firm  of  Russell  &  Company  of  Mas- 
silou,  Ohio,  He  was  a  republican  and  died 
in  1899. 

The  sons  of  James  Savage  largely  followed 
in  his  footsteps  politically  for  he  gave  an  un- 
faltering support  to  the  men  and  measures  of 
the  republican  pai'ty,  believing  firmly  in  its 


principles  as  most  conducive  to  good  govern- 
ment. He  held  membership  in  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  his  religious  belief  was  a 
permeating  infiuenee  in  his  life,  prompting 
his  l(indl.\'  and  considerate  treatment  of  his 
fullowmen  as  well  as  of  his  family.  He  died 
Jia.v  2!),  1888.  and  his  remains  were  interred 
ill  (.'linton  t)wnship  cemetery.  Mrs.  Savage 
still  siirvlves  her  husband  and  makes  her 
home  in  Mount  Clemens.  She  is  well  known 
in  the  city  and  county,  where  for  seventy- 
three  year.s  she  has  lived,  a  witness  of  great 
chauges  and  of  a  transformation  which  has 
converted  the  wilderness  into  a  center  of  eiv- 
iiiKation. 


EDWARD  R.  SANDERSON. 

Tile  life  record  of  Edward  R.  Sanderson  is 
formed  by  a  long  period  of  activity  in  busi- 
ness circles  crowned  by  a  well  earned  rest, 
for  he  is  now  living  retired  in  Romeo,  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  former  labor.  For 
many  years  he  figured  as  one  of  the  active 
and  successful  farmers  of  St.  Clair  county 
and  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  portion  of  the  state,  having  located  in 
St.  Clair  county  in  1850. 

Like  many  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  eastern  Michigan,  Mr.  Sanderson  claims 
New  York  as  the  state  of  his  nativity,  his 
birth  having  occurred  iu  Herkimer  county, 
Novend)er  21,  1831.  The  famil.v  was  estab- 
lished iu  the  new  world  in  colonial  days  and 
his  grandfather.  Elnathan  Sanderson,  was 
born  iu  Jlassiieliuselts  in  the  year  which 
gave  birth  tn  t^u•  Ainerican  republic — the 
year  in  wliich  tin'  l)i'<'l;\ration  of  Indepen- 
dence was  signed.  He  was  the  youngest  in 
a  family  of  fourteen  children  and  in  1806 
he  removed  from  the  old  Bay  state  to  New 
York,  settling  in  Herkimer  county.  His  son, 
David  Sanderson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  was  reared  in 
Herkimer  county.  New  York,  and  when  he 
had  reached  man's  estate  was  married  to 
Miss  Polly  Briggs,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  Angnst  6,  1811.  He  then  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Her- 
kimer county  for  a  number  of  years,  while 
later  he  removed  to  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
arriving  there  in  Ma.y,  1834,  He  followed 
farming  in  that  locality  for  a  number  of 
years  and  then  removed  to  Michigan  in  1850. 
The  following  year  he  located  just  across 
the  boundary  line  of  Macomb  county  in  St. 
Clair  county,  where  he  purchased  wild  land 
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that  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
timber.  This  he  had  to  clear  away  before 
he  could  plant  crops,  but  his  persistent  ef- 
forts soon  wrought  a  transformation  in  the 
place,  and  where  once  were  seen  tall  trees 
there  were  later  found  fields  of  waving 
grain.  He  continued  to  engage  in  farming 
upon  the  old  homestead  there  and  departed 
this  life  in  January,  1884.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  in  1867. 

Edward  R.  Sanderson  was  the  oldest  of 
five  children,  all  of  whom  reached  mature 
years.  Mary,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
was  born  May  20,  1834,  and  married  James 
Pin  combe,  but  is  now  deceased.  Melissa, 
bom  October  9,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  Laban 
Hause,  of  Memphis,  Michigan.  Esther,  bom 
January  6,  1842,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Purdy. 
George  W.,  bom  January  6,  1848,  married 
Jessie  Schuman  and  is  now  at  Palm  Beach, 
Florida. 

Edward  R.  Sanderson  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  young  man  of  nineteen  years.  He 
had  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  but 
is  largely  self-educated,  his  mind  being  con- 
tinually broadened  by  experience  in  the 
business  world  as  well  as  through  reading 
and  observation  until  he  is  now  a  well  in- 
formed man.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the 
development  of  the  home  farm  in  St.  Clair 
county  and  afterward  purchased  land  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
that  county  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He 
made  a  specialty  of  dairying  and  his  prod- 
ucts from  the  dairy  found  a  ready  sale  on 
the  market.  He  erected  a  good  residence 
and  was  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  his  portion  of  the  state,  having  a  valuable 
farm  of  six  hundred  acres,  of  which  five 
hundred  acres  was  under  cultivation.  He 
made  many  improvements  upon  liis  place, 
operating  the  fields  with  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  and  his  dairy  plant  was  also 
splendidly  equipped.  He  kept  sixty  eows 
for  dairy  purposes  and  for  forty  years  was 
sueeessfully  and  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cheese. 

On  the  2l8t  of  September,  1858,  Mr.  San- 
derson was  married  in  Bruce  toivnship,  Ma- 
comb county,  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Edgett,  who 
was  bom  in  that  township,  March  20,  1837, 
and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  Her 
father,  Albert  Edgett,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Macomb  county.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Ontario  county.  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 3,  1805,  his  father  being  Peter  Edgett, 
who  was  also  bom  in  the  Empire  state  in 
1770  and  died  December  13,  1831.    The  son 


was  reared  in  Ontario  county  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Luey  H.  Adams,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Susannah  (Morse)  Adams.  She 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  April  22,  1807, 
but  was  reared  in  the  Empire  state.  To 
Albert  Edgett  and  wife  were  born  one  son 
and  six  daughters :  Cleora,  born  March  9, 
1829,  was  married  July  20,  1854,  to  Samuel 
Babcock,  who  died  in  1897,  while  her  death 
occurred  June  19,  1882.  Phebe  P.,  born 
February  21,  1831,  was  married  July  20, 
1854,  to  Hart  Perkins,  and  they  reside  in 
Oxford,  Michigan.  Louisa  H.,  bom  Decem- 
ber 13,  1832,  was  married  November  28, 
1853,  to  Jacob  T.  B.  Spillman,  who  died  in 
1897.  and  she  makes  her  home  in  Romeo. 
Marietta  E.,  bom  October  25,  1834,  was  mar- 
ried March  4,  1857,  to  Samuel  F.  Aldrieh, 
who  died  August  3, 1894.  Julia  E.  is  the  next 
of  the  family.  Martha  J.,  born  June  25,  1839, 
was  married  November  7,  1878,  to  Levi  "W. 
Cole,  and  died  JWarch  14,  1901.  Albert  P., 
born  August  20,  1841,  married  Sarah  Hobbs, 
of  Louisiana,  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Sanderson  removed  from  the  farm  to 
Romeo  in  1890,  purchasing  residence  prop- 
erty on  Main  street,  where  he  has  since  lived 
retired.  He  has  invested  his  capital  in  Mich- 
igan lands  and  gives  his  supervision  to  his 
property  interests,  but  otherwise  is  enjoy- 
ing a  well  earned  rest.  He  has  been  a  stanch 
republican  since  casting  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  the  first  candidate  of  that  party — 
John  C.  Fremont — in  1856.  He  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office,  but  has  given  his 
attention  to  his  farm  and  business  affairs 
and  his  close  application  and  energy  have 
been  rewarded  by  a  handsome  competence. 
His  wife  holds  membership  in  theMethodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Romeo  and  he  attends 
its  services  with  her  and  contributes  to  its 
support.  He  manifested  his  loyalty  to  his 
native  eoimtry  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
by  enlisting  in  March,  1865,  as  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Twenty-second  Michigan  In- 
fantry. He  went  south  to  Chattanooga, 
where  he  remained  for  three  months  and 
was  then  transferred  to  Company  B,  Twen- 
ty-ninth Michigan  Infantry,  with  which  he 
did  guard  duty  along  the  railroad,  serving 
in  that  capacity  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
until  mustered  out.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Murfreeaboro,  Tennessee,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1865,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  post  at  Romeo,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  commander.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  a  man  of  good  business  capacity  and 
of  sound  Judgment,  whose  affairs  have  been 
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capably  managed  while  the  visible  evidence 
of  his  life  of  thrift  and  industry  is  the  prop- 
erty which  he  owns  in  Eomeo  and  in  Ma- 
comb and  St.  Glair  counties. 


JOHN  W.  SWITZER. 

John  W.  Switzer,  born  January  7,  1847, 
in  Erie  county.  New  York,  is  of  German  line- 
age,  his  parents  beinf<  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Fisher)  Switzer,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
1827.  The  father  died  Aiijnist  24,  1887,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  February  28,  1895, 
their  remains  beinn  interred  in  the  Iltiea 
cemetery. 

John  W.  Switzer  was  brought  to  Michigan 
by  his  parents  when  only  eight  yeai's  of  age, 
the  famOy  home  being  established  on  a  farm 
near  Disco,  where  he  remained  until  he  had 
attained  his  niajorit.V-  He  was  educated  in 
the  old  Ewell  school  and  began  life  as  a  clerk 
in  the  general  store  owned  by  Perry  Everett, 
with  wliom  he  remained  as  a  salesman  for  five 
yeai-s  and  was  then  admitted  to  a  partnership, 
while  later  he  became  sole  owner.  He  condiK^t- 
ed  this  business  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  his  building  and  stock  were  en- 
tirel.y  destroyed  by  fire,  causing  him  a  loss 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  he  had  no  in- 
surance. The  fire  occurred  on  Tuesday, 
and  on  the  following  Saturday  he  resumed 
business  in  another  building  with  an  en- 
tirely new  stock  of  goods.  After  remaining 
in  Davis  for  another  year  he  sold  his  store 
there  and  in  1880  removed  to  Disco  where  he 
opened  a  general  store  and  here  he  had  built 
up  a  lucrative  business  when  his  stock  and 
store  were  again  destroyed  by  fire,  lie  car- 
ried little  insurance  at  that  time,  lie  re- 
sumed business,  however,  with  remarkable 
courage  and  determination,  tliough  these  ex- 
periences would  have  utterly  disheartened 
many  a  man.  He  has  steadily  advanced 
through  determined  and  earnest  purpose, 
meeting  his  reverses  with  remarkable  forti- 
tude and  making  the  most  of  his  position.  He 
has  a  well  equipped  store  and  is  enjoying  a 
liberal  patronage.  Moreover,  he  has  the  entire 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  eonnimnity. 

Mr.  Switzer  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church  in  which  he  takes  a  very  ac- 
tive and  helpful  part,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  growth  of  the  church  and  ex- 
tend its  influence.  With  the  exception  of  one 
year  he  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  since  1890  and  has  been  s('cri^- 


tary  of  the  Shelby  circuit.  In  politics  he  is  an 
earnest  republican  and  since  1886  has  served 
as  postmaster  of  Disco,  while  for  eight  years 
he  was  township  clerk. 

In  1882  Mr.  Switzer  was  married  to  Miss 
Jlargaret  Frances  Gass,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Jlargaret  (Stitt)  Gass,  who  were  early 
settlers  in  Ray  township.  She  was  educated 
in  the  old  stone  schoolhouse  of  that  township 
on  the  fartn  owned  by  Mr.  Gass  and  also  at- 
tended school  in  Davis  and  the  TJtica  high 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Switzer  have  one  son, 
Hugh  (!ass,  who  entered  the  schools  of  Disco 
and  is  now  in  his  third  year  in  the  high  school 
in  Dtiea.  Mrs.  Switzer.  like  her  husband.  i« 
an  earnest  <.'hristi;i!i,  Miid  tlie\-  are  hotii  identi- 
fied with  the  .\liKT;ilHvs  <mU-i.  lie  is  nw  of 
its  chartei'  iiifiiiliers  itnd  i.s  also  a  uiember  of 
the  Gleaners.  He  has  been  quite  successful, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  that  he  has 
met,  and  he  possesses  a-  firm  purpose  that  en- 
ables liini  lo  ovi'tToiiie  all  ol)stacles  in  his  path 
and  to  wiick  his  \\i\\  j;iciidi]y  upward.  lie  is 
to-<hiy  (lULulH'fi'd  aiiiiiim  the  men  of  affluence 
in  his  coinirmnity  ;nid  lie  certainly  deservi's 
jiiueh  i-reilil  foi-  what  he  has  aeeomplished. 

ISAAC  N.  BRABR. 

Isaac  N.  Brabb  was  a  representative  of  a 
family  whose  name  figures  conspicuously  and 
lionorably  upon  tlie  pages  of  Maeomb  coun- 
ty's history.  He  was  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Romeo  and  became  a  leading  bu.siness 
man  and  land-owner.  His  life  work  in  many 
respects  was  worthy  of  emulation  an<l  as 
the  years  passed  he  won  not  only  a  comfort- 
able competence  but  an  honorable  nanii'.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Macomb  county,  August 
15,  1833,  his  parents  being  Isaac  ami  linn 
nah  Brabb,  who  were  natives  of  En^'laiid. 
and  with  five  children  came  to  AuLerica  in 
1830,  settling  in  Macomb  county  when  this 
state  was  still  a  territory.  They  are  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  George  W. 
Brabb  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brabb  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Isaac  N.  Brabb  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  through  the  expe- 
riences of  later  life.  He  became  well  read 
concerning  current  literature  and  itnportant 
subjects  of  the  day  and  he  also  kept  in  Um<-h 
with  matters  of  general  interest.  In  early 
life  his  attention  was  given  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  he  owned  and  operated  a  large 
farm,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for 
some  years. 

Mr.  Brahb  was  married  in  JIaeomb  eount.y, 
in  18(J4.  to  Miss  Olive  Eliza  Jlanley,  who  was 
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biii'H  in  1841  in  this  county  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  Manley,  who  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, born  in  Rutland  in  1810.  When  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Michigan  and  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  several  years  in  the 
public  schools.  He  also  taught  vocal  music. 
After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  Wilcox,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state  and  a  daughter  of  Elias  Wilcox, 
who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  locating  in 
Michigan  in  1824.  Joel  Manley  was  a  prom- 
inent farmer,  who  owned  and  operated  a 
valuable  tract  of  land.  He  also  figured  prom- 
inently in  public  affairs  and  contributed  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  improvement  of 
the  county  and  was  elected  and  re-elected  as 
county  surveyor,  filling  the  office  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  quite  active  in  local 
politics  and  served  in  numerous  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  In  early  life  he  attended 
the  Congregational  church,  having  been 
reared  in  that  faith,  but  later  he  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was  one  of 
its  active  and  capable  workers.  He  served 
as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
a  number  of  years  and  his  efforts  proved  of 
value  in  promoting  the  growth  of  the  school 
and  in  extending  the  influence  of  the  church. 
In  the  various  relations  of  life  he  was  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  citizen  and  commanded  the 
unqualified  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lownien.  He  died  in  1884.  leaving  behind  him 
untiirnisbed  name.     His  wife,  surviving 
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Followiiii.'  his  jiiarriMge,  :\lr.  Bf-abb  resided 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  which  he  coii- 
dueteil  and  operated  foi-  a  jiumber  of  years, 
or  until  1891,  In  January  of  that  year  he 
lost  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  old  homestead. 
They  had  become  the  parents  of  three  sons 
and  a  daughter:  Ernest  Manley.  who  is  now 
living  in  Romeo;  Howard  Stanley,  who  died 
in  January,  1895.  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years;  Robert  IT.,  who  is  eiigajied  in  the  jew- 
elry business  in  Yypsilanti;  and  Clara  Aile- 
laide,  a  teaehe:'  of  iiiusi<'  in  the  conservatory 
at  Vypsilaiiti,  Michigan.  Tbey  adojited  a 
daughter,  Jlae.  when  four  years  of  age, 
whom  tbey  reared,  educated  and  loved  as 
their  own.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Robert 
Rood,  of  Romeo. 

Mr.  lirabh  was  again  married.  Noveudier 
16,  1891,  his  second  luiion  being  with  Mrs. 
Lucelia  (ftfanley)  Cannon,  a  sister  to  his 
first  wife,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  ifacomb  county,  and  in  early  life 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years.     She  first  gave  ber  band  in  marriage 


to  Levi  Cannon  in  December,  1868.  lie  was 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  Michigan.  For  some 
years  he  was  engaged  in  locating  pine  lands 
and  in  estimating  the  value  of  timber,  and 
later  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber.  He  was  thus  identified 
with  one  of  the  leading  business  interests  of 
the  state — an  industry  that  has  contributed 
perhaps  more  largely  to  the  prosperity  of 
Michigan  than  any  one  line  of  business.  His 
career  proved  that  success  and  an  honored 
name  can  be  won  simultaneously.  He  died 
in  1886,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Can- 
non settled  up  the  estate  and  also  the  estate 
of  her  father  and  later  removed  to  Romeo, 
where  she  afterward  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Isaac  N.  Brabb. 

Subsequent  to  his  removal  to  Romeo  Mr. 
Brabb  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
and  also  in  loaning  money.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  financier,  well 
known  in  Macomb  and  adjoining  counties. 
He  became  interested  in  northern  Michigan 
by  visiting  Bay  View  in  1886  and  purchased 
a  cottage  on  Glendate  avenue,  where,  with 
his  family,  he  spent  thirteen  successive  sum- 
mers most  enjoyably.  Both  by  inheritance 
and  frugality  he  acquired  a  competence  and 
was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  his  town, 
reliable  and  steadfast,  alive  to  every  inter- 
est and  betterment  for  rich  and  poor. 

Politically  Mr.  Brabb  was  a  stanch  repub- 
lican, taking  an  active  interest  in  local  poli- 
tics as  well  as  in  national  elections.  He  was 
chosen  by  popular  vote  to  the  office  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  which  position  he  filled  for 
twenty  .■s'ears,  discharging  his  duties  in  a 
manner  which  reflected  credit  upon  himself 
and  proved  eminently  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  also  served  as  a  delegate  to 
many  eonnty  and  state  conventions  and  filled 
various  township  and  village  offices  of  trust. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of 
the  Macomb  County  Pioneer  Society. 

.Mr.  Brabb  was  a  prominent  and  consist- 
ent nu'mber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  being  converted  when  a  young  man. 
and  he  contributed  liberally  to  church  and 
benevolent  purposes.  He  served  on  the  offi- 
cial board  for  twenty-five  years.  While  of 
a  liberal  faith  that  recognized  every  Chris- 
tian as  bis  brother,  he  was  ever  loyal  to  the 
chiirch  of  his  choice  and  particularly  to  its 
Sunday-school,  of  which  he  was  for  many 
years  a  superintendent  and  teacher  and 
afterward,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  a  faith- 
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ful  meinbi^r  of  the  senior  Bible  class.  He  left 
behind  him  the  record  of  an  untarnished  life, 
for  he  ever  displayed  the  sterling  traits  of 
character  that  constitute  an  honorable,  up- 
right manhood.  He  died  in  Paris,  France, 
July  12,  1900. 

Mr.  Brabb  had  been  an  extensive  traveler 
in  his  own  country  and  in  1862  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  visit  his  ancestral  home  in  Eng- 
land and  also  to  attend  the  World's  Fair 
held  in  the  Crystal  Palace  in  London.  He 
attended  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia  in 
1876,  the  Cotton  Exposition  at  Atlanta  in 
1882,  the  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago 
in  1893,  the  Tennessee  Centennial  at  Nash- 
ville in  1897,  and  soon  afterward  became  in- 
terested in  plans  for  the  Paris  Exposition  of 
1900. 

With  his  wife  and  niece.  Dr.  Alice  Brabb, 
he  joined  a  party  of  seventy-five  people,  with 
Professor  G.  W.  E.  Hill,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
as  conductor,  for  a  tour  through  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  continent,  leaving  Romeo  May 
31  for  the  trip.  It  was  an  ideal  company  and 
no  member  enjoyed  every  day  and  every 
change  of  scenery  more  than  he,  until  from 
his  own  appreciation  he  became  a  general 
favorite  by  his  helpfulness  for  the  enjoyment 
of  others.  So  the  tour  of  Ireland  and  Eng- 
land, thence  across  to  Holland,  Austria, 
Germany,  Italy  and  Switzerland  was  com- 
pleted and  he  reached  Paris  with  great 
expectations  for  the  novelties  of  that  gay 
city,  only  to  receive  on  the  following  morn- 
ing a  sudden  summons  to  the  home  beyond. 
The  cause  of  his  death  was  an  organic  heart 
trouble,  an  ailment  of  many  years'  standing, 
but  scarcely  seeming  to  affect  his  general 
health,  which  was  nnifomily  good,  although 
he  anticipated  death  from  that  disease.  His 
daily  life  was  such  that  wherever  and  when- 
ever the  call  came  he  was  ready,  but  those 
who  were  called  upon  to  face  the  conditions 
of  death  in  a  foreign  coiintry  learned  their 
utter  helplessness  before  the  majesty  of 
French  law,  and  only  those  who  may  be 
placed  in  similar  circumstances  can  ever  un- 
derstand the  difference  between  the  coming 
of  that  ever  unwelcome  visitor  in  the  quiet 
of  one's  own  home  and  in  the  fourth  story 
of  a  Parisian  hotel  when  all  France  was  cele- 
brating its  greatest  national  fete  days,  with 
all  the  world  as  an  audience. 

A  life-long  and  ardent  republican  Mr. 
Brabb  had,  during  the  trip,  been  particu- 
larly loyal  to  his  country  and  to  the  flag, 
which  he  never  failed  to  salute,  it  being  a 
fancy  of  his  to  sing  "America"  and  "Jlichi- 


gan,  My  Michigan,"  at  least  once  in  every 
country,  the  last  time  for  him  having  been 
while  standing  on  the  top  of  the  Leaning 
Tower  of  Pisa. 

The  remains  were  embalmed  and  a  beauti- 
ful service  held  in  the  suite  of  rooms  before 
the  party  left  for  America  and  everything 
that  the  loyal  friends  of  that  company  could 
do  was  gladly  done  for  the  wife  so  suddenly 
bereft,  the  presence  of  two  of  our  own  towns- 
men. Charlra  Procter  and  C.  Fred  Thomp- 
son, who  had  been  residents  of  Paris  for  sev- 
eral months,  being  of  almost  inestimable  as- 
sistance in  the  time  of  such  great  need. 

For  the  service  there  Professor  G.  W.  E. 
Hill  was  in  charge  and  in  a  touching  prayer 
commended  all  to  the  care  of  the  tender 
Father,  the  united  company  sang  "Jesus, 
Lover  of  My  Soul,"  Rev.  Lewis  Willsey,  pas- 
tor of  the  5[ethodist  church  of  St.  James, 
Minnesota,  followed  with  a  brief  address 
from  the  text:  "The  righteous  shall  be  held 
in  everlasting  remembrance. ' '  Howard 
Smith  of  Pipestone,  Minnesota,  gave  a  tenor 
solo,  "Paradise,"  and  the  party  imited  in 
singing  "Near,  My  God,  to  Thee."  The  me- 
tallic casket,  enclosed  in  another  of  heavy 
American  oak,  was  completely  covered  with 
long-stemmed  roses  and  carnations,  the  gift 
of  the  sjTupathetic  company. 

After  many  delays  by  accident  and  storm 
the  party,  accompanying  the  remains  of  their 
deceased  member,  reached  Detroit  August 
11,  and  the  following  day,  just  one  month 
from  the  day  of  Mr.  Brabb 's  death,  the  final 
service  was  conducted  in  his  own  home  on 
Pleasant  street,  wjire  the  casket  was  cov- 
ered with  choicest  flowers  and  under  drapery 
of  the  flag  that  he  loved,  the  remains  were 
placed  at  rest  at  last  in  the  Brabb  vault  in 
the  Romeo  cemetery,  more  than  four  thou- 
sand miles  from  the  scene  of  his  death,  and 
the  sense  of  satisfaction  to  the  wife  who  had 
endured  so  much  to  accomplish  that  purpose 
was  beyond  words  for  expression. 

The  home  service  was  conducted  by  his 
pastor,  Rev.  0.  F.  Winton,  assisted  by  his 
Bible  class  teacher,  Rev.  H.  S.  White,  the 
text  used  being  the  same  on  both  occasions. 
There  was  a  quartette  of  singers  and  Mrs. 
Jessie  Reed,  as  soloist,  gave  a  favorite  of 
the  deceased,  "The  Home  of  the  Soul." 

Following  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Brabb  settled  up  the  estate  and  educated  the 
children,.  For  this  purpose  she  removed  to 
Yypsilanti  that  they  might  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  State  Normal  School,  and 
after  receiving  instnictinn  there  Miss  Clara 
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Brabb  was  graduated  from  the  Conservatory 
of  Music  and  has  since  been  a  teacher  of 
music  in  that  institution.  In  1904  Mrs. 
Urabb  returned  to  Eomeo,  purchased  a  lot 
and  built  a  neat  residence  on  Main  street, 
where  she  now  resides.  She  is  a  woman  of 
superior  business  capacity  and  enterprise  and 
has  managed  her  affairs  with  excellent  judg- 
ment and  keen  discrimination.  She  also  pos- 
sesses superior  literary  taste  and  has  long 
been  a  correspondent  for  the  Detroit  papers, 
and  in  her  reading  has  become  familiar  with 
the  best  authors  of  ancient  and  modem  times. 
She  ranks  high  in  the  social  circles  of 
Borneo. 


EUGENE  II.  LAMB. 

Eugene  11.  Lamb  has  been  a  resident  of  Ma- 
comb county  throughout  his  entire  life,  living 
upon  the  farm,  for  which  he  holds  the  old 
original  patents  granted  by  the  government 
to  his  grandfather,  Otis  Lamb.  The  family 
name  has  ever  been  a  synonym  for  integrity 
in  this  part  of  the  state  and  its  representa- 
tives have  done  much  toward  the  agricultural 
development  of  the  county.  Eugene  H.  Lamb, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors,  has 
become  one  of  the  thrifty  farmers,  stock- 
breeders and  dealers  in  Washington  township 
and  upon  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  is  largely  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
Duroe-Jersey  hogs  and  Durham  cattle. 

The  date  of  his  birth  is  March  25,  1852. 
His  father,  Edwin  Lamb,  is  also  a  native  of 
Macomb  county,  having  been  born  on  what  is 
known  as  the  old  Lamb  homestead  farm  in 
April,  1825.  The  grandfather,  Otis  Lamb, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  October 
16,  1790.  He  was  there  reared  and  became  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade.  Removing  from 
his  native  state  to  Canada,  he  continued  in 
that  line  of  business  and  during  his  residence 
in  the  English  province  was  raarned.  Later 
he  removed  to  Genesee  county.  New  York, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  he  also 
worked  at  his  trade  of  tanning  there.  In  1823 
he  removed  west  to  Michigan,  finding  it 
largely  an  undeveloped  region  and  he  entered 
land  from  the  government,  covering  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Settling 
upon  that  place  in  1824,  he  at  once  began  to 
clear  and  improve  it  and  also  ^tablished  a  tan- 
nery in  the  county,  doing  work  in  that  line  for 
Macomb  and  adjoining  counties.  He  was 
prominent  and  influential  in  public  affairs, 
serving  as  justice  of  the  pence  and  also  as 


postmaster,  and  his  influence  was  ever  exerted 
in  behalf  of  progress,  improvement  and  up- 
building. 

Edwin  Lamb  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
old  family  homestead  and  later  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  place.  He  aided  in  its 
early  development  and  improvement  and  car- 
ried on  farm  work  through  a  long  period. 
He  was  married  here,  June  29,  1851,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Stone,  a  native  of  Macomb  county, 
and  a  daughter  of  Aaron  Stone,  who  was  bom 
in  New  York  and  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  section  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Lamb 
continued  his  farming  operations  and  erected 
a  neat  and  commodious  brick  residence.  He 
also  built  bama  and  other  outbuildings  and  in 
fact  added  all  modem  improvements  to  his 
place.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  lie  engaged  in  raising  pure  blooded  Dur- 
ham cattle  and  was  a  successful,  prosperous 
agrieidturist  and  stock-raiser.  His  entire  life 
was  passed  on  the  old  homestead  and  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  February  10,  1890.  A 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  was  true 
to  its  teachings,  exemplifying  in  his  life  its 
beneficent  principles.  In  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  republican.  He  was  a  man  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  and  honor.  His  widow 
survives  her  husband  and  resides  with  her 
son  on  the  old  home  place.  In  their  family 
were  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  the  eldest  being  Eugene 
H.,  of  this  review.  The  others  arc.  Dr. 
Elmer  E.  Lamb,  who  is  a  phyBician  engaged 
in  practice  at  Republic,  Michigan;  Dr.  A.  B. 
Lamb,  who  is  retired  from  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  resides  upon  the  home  farm; 
Metta  A.,  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Terpening  of  South 
Lyons,  Jlichigan,  and  Ida  A.,  who  is  a  teacher 
of  French  and  German  in  the  high  school  at 
Lansing,  Michigan. 

Eugene  H.  Lamb  was  reared  op  on  his 
father's  farm  and  pursued  his  education  in 
the  "Washington  school.  Throughout  the 
period  of  his  youth  he  assisted  in  the  farm 
work  as  time  and  opportunity  permitted  and 
following  his  father's  death  took  charge  of 
the  old  home  place,  on  which  he  has  since 
made  some  improvements.  He  raises  good 
crops  and  in  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  breeding 
and  sale  of  Durham  cattle  and  Duroc- Jersey 
hogs,  owning  some  fine  animals.  Hia  busine^ 
ability  is  well  known  to  his  neighbors  and 
finds  visible  proof  in  the  success  which  is  at- 
tending his  labors. 

Mr.  Lamb  was  married  in  Washington  town- 
ship, March  25,  1879,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Davis, 
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a  daughter  of  Mi!o  W.  Davis,  who  was  horn 
in  New  York,  but  became  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  state  and  one  of  the  first  con- 
ductors on  the  Michigan  Central  railroad. 
Mrs.  Lamb  was  born  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan, 
but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Washington. 
There  are  four  children  of  this  marriage; 
Leona  I.;  Ray  0.,  who  is  supply  clerk  for  the 
mining  company  in  Trimouiitain.  Michigan : 
Cass-  A.,  wha  is  a  student  in  Lansing;  and 
Harry  M.,  a  stutlent  in  the  high  school  of 
Romeo. 

Politically  Mr.  Lamb  is  a  republican  where 
national  issues  aiv?  involved,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  desired  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  business  affairs.  He  and  his 
family  attend  the  Union  church'  of  Washing- 
ton and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees 
lodge,  a  fraternal  insurance  organization. 
Having  spent  his  entire  life  in  Macomb  county 
he  is  well  known  to  many  of  its  citizens  and 
there  have  been  displayed  in  his  life  work  the 
many  sterling  traits  of  character  which  have 
been  the  means  of  broadening  his  circle  of 
friends  and  gaining  for  him  the  admiration 
and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  hiis  comi' 
in  contact. 


BURTON  T.  BATES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  bi'en  idi'iitificd 
with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Chesitci-tii'lil 
to>vnship  throughout  his  active  )iusini'«-f  lifi' 
and  now  owns  and  operates  the  old  b(Kin'-ti'n<! 
on  section  5,  whore  he  was  born  Decejiibi^i'  2ri, 
1870.  He  is  a  son  of  Eli  H.  and  Cerinda 
(Hazelton)  Bates,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  state  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  on  the  28th  of  J\Iay, 
1832,  and  he  was  therefore  only  three  yeai's 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1835. 
Our  subject's  grandfather,  Ezra  Bates,  de- 
cided to  locate  in  Chesterfleld  township  and 
purchased  the  farm  of  Peter  Hart,  who  had 
taken  up  the  land  from  the  government.  To 
the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  this 
property  he  at  once  turned  his  att,ention  and 
in  converting  the  wild  land  into  a  good  farm 
he  underwent  all  the  hardships  usually  ex- 
perienced by  the  early  settlers.  In  those  early 
days  in  order  to  get  his  grain  ground  into 
flour  he  had  to  drive  to  Frederick's  mill  near 
Mount  Clemens.  He  was  a  very  active  and 
prominent  member  of  the  Free  Baptist  church 
of  New  Haven,  of  which  he  was  a  deacon  for 
many  years.     When  the  country  beramc  in- 


volved in  a  second  war  with  England,  in  1812, 
he  entered  the  service,  becoming  a  member  of 
a  New  York  cavalry  regiment.  His  son  James 
was  a  soldier  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro.  When  released  he  returned  home  but 
his  imprisonment  had  broken  down  his  health 
and  he  died  soon  afterward. 

Amid  frontier  scenes  Eli  II.  Bates  grew  to 
manhood  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  be  of 
any  assistance  he  aided  in  the  arduous  task 
of  transforming  wild  timber  land  into  a  good 
farm,  in  the  meantime  receiving  his  literary 
education  in  the  district  schools  near  his  home. 
He  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  old  home- 
stead with  the  exception  of  three  years  when 
he  lived  on  the  farm  which  he  had  purchased 
one  mile  north  of  the  home  place.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  the 
parental  roof  in  order  to  take  care  of  his 
father  in  his  declining  years  and  look  after  thi' 
farm.  Taking  an  active  interest  in  educii- 
tional  affairs,  he  served  as  a  director  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  3,  and  always 
gave  his  support  to  any  measure  which  hi' 
lielieved  enleulated  to  proinote  the  niornl,  in- 
tellectual or  iiiHferiiil  welftur  of  the  i'Oiomii- 
nity  in  which  he  lived.  He  attejKled  tlie  Jii\|)- 
tist  church  of  New  Haven,  and  his  death, 
which  occurred  November  10,  1895.  Wiis 
deeply  mourned  by  many  friends  as  well  as 
his  iiiniiediate  fjimilv.  He  left  onlv  one  child 
—Burton  T..  of  th'is  review.  His  wife  hnd 
(lied  on  the  ^.'.th  of  Kel)ruiUT.  1872. 

Buj'tod  T.  Bate.s  is  irideliied  [o  tlu-  district 
i-'ehoi>ls  foi'  tho  educatiotiMl  |.rivile"res  lie  cii- 
jov.hI  .hiring:  I.ovIkmkI.  OwiuL'  to  his  tVitlu-r's 
fiiilin^'  lii^ilth  Ibc  responsibility  of  o|irrMtiiiy' 
tlie  fariLi  fell  upon  his  shoulders  at  t\ir  i'mi'I.v 
age  of  seventeen  years,  and  after  the  i'iither-'s 
death  he  remodeled  the  house  and  made  iiuniy 
other  improvements,  so  that  he  now  has  a 
thoroughly  modem  and  attractive  fjii'tn. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1SH5,  Mv.  Biites 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Jliss  Nellie  .\I. 
Jones  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
but  only  one  is  now  living,  Beiilah  JI.  (lladys 
C.  died  November  '29,  1904.  Mrs.  Bates' 
father  was  Frank  Jones,  of  Ray  townshi[). 
He  was  bom  in  Jleade,  Macomb  county,  iti 
1850.  a  son  of  James  Jone.^,  who  was  ;i  native 
of  England.  Throughout  life  he  folh.wed 
farming  with  good  success  and  died  Jiuic  7. 
1904.  Of  his  four  children  Mrs.  Bates  is  the 
eldest. 

For  ten  yeai-s  Mr.  Bates  served  as  modei'a- 
tor  in  school  district  No.  3,  and  he  has  always 
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taken  a  commendable  interest  in  public  affairs 
as  every  true  American  citizen  should  do. 
Pratemally  he  is  a  prominent  member  of 
George  Washington  court  No.  1408,  I.  0.  F., 
of  New  Haven,  in  which  he  is  fiUii^  the  chair 
of  court  deputy  and  has  filled  the  office  of  re- 
cording secretary.  He  belongs  to  New  Haven 
lodge,  No.  465,  I.  0.  0.  P.,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Free  Baptist  church  of  that  place  and 
belongs  to  its  choir. 


WHjLIAM  H.  SUTHERLAND. 

William  H.  Sutherland,  classed  with  the 
leading,  progressive  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  Macomb  county,  was  bom  in  Chesterfield 
township,  December  3,  1867,  a  son  of  Hugh 
and  Harriet  (Hicks)  Sutherland,  who  are  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Byron  J. 
Sutherland,  brother  of  our  subject,  obtained 
his  start  in  hfe  by  working  farms  on  the 
shares  uutU  1904,  when  he  bought  land  from 
Ford  L.  Milton  on  Telegraph  road  and  is  now 
a  prosperous  farmer  there.  He  was  married, 
November  12,  1887,  to  Sallie  May  Milton, 
a  daughter  of  0.  A.  Milton,  of  Chesterfield 
township,  and  they  have  a  son  and  daughter. 
Charles  C.  Sutherland  left  home  in  1887  and 
went  to  Chicago,  where  he  began  working  for 
the  McCormiek  Harvester  Company.  After 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  saloon  business 
for  two  years  and  later  followed  the  life  insur- 
ance business  for  a  year.  He  is  now  an  officer 
on  the  Chicago  police  force.  He  is  married 
and  has  two  children.  Jennie  May  Sutherland 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  Bacon  of  New  Bal- 
timore, who  for  twenty  years  has  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Chesterfield  and  Macomb  town- 
ships, having  charge  of  the  Center  Line  school 
for  eight  years,  while  for  two  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  Bums  school  in  Warren. 
They  have  two  daughters  and  a  son  living 
at  home. 

William  H.  Sutherland,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  at  Salt  River  until  twelve  years  of 
age,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  his 
present  home  and  for  two  years  he  continued 
as  a  public  school  student  through  the  winter, 
while  in  the  summer  months  he  worked  in  the 
woods  with  his  father.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  began  earning  his  living  and  for  a  year  was 
employed  by  George  Ilartway  of  Chesterfield, 
He  was  afterward  with  Alfred  Dennison 
on  the  turnpike  road  for  two  years,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1886  he  went  into  the  lumber 
woods  at  East  Tawas,  Jlichigaii,  working  for 


Thomas  Cade.  The  following  year  he  re- 
turned and  took  up  a  skimming  route  for 
George  Robinson  of  Mount  Clemens.  After 
a  year  he  joined  Ward  Brown,  of  Chesterfield 
township,  and  went  to  Ashley,  Nebraska, 
working  on  an  extension  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Railroad,  which  was  being 
built  from  Omaha  to  Kansas.  He  returned 
home  in  the  fall  and  bought  a  third  interest 
in  the  stock  and  implements  belonging  to  his 
father  on  the  farm.  In  1892  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  land  and  since  that  time 
has  made  many  improvements  on  the  home 
property.  He  has  two  large  windmills,  one 
for  pumping  water  from  a  well  which  was 
sunk  at  the  rear  end  of  the  farm,  the  mill 
forcing  this  water  a  distance  of  twenty-six 
hundred  feet  before  it  reaches  the  house  or 
bam.  The  other  mill  furnishes  power  for  the 
eornslieller,  for  grinding  feed  for  the  stock 
and  for  a  saw  which  cuts  all  his  wood.  He 
also  devotes  a  part  of  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  thorough-bred  Berkshire  and  im- 
proved Chester  White  hogs,  having  a  drove  of 
thirty-six  head  which  are  registered. 

William  H.  Sutherland  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1888,  to  Miss  Alice  Farr,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Farr,  of  Chesterfield.  She  died 
July  26,  1899,  leaving  three  children— Roy 
E.,  born  August  14,  1889;  Charles  Leslie, 
March  2,  1891;  and  Jennie  Hazel,  July  30, 
1893.  Mrs.  Sutherland's  father  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, who  purchased  a  farm  in  what  was 
Itnown  as  the  Bates  settlement.  His  wife  died 
in  1879,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Sutherland  was  the  eldest.  On  the  28tli  of 
August,  1900,  Mr.  S\itherland  wedded  Jlartha 
Kriesch,  daughter  of  August  Kriesch,  of  St. 
Clair  county,  and  they  had  one  child,  Hattie 
Mabel,  who  was  bora  February  23,  1904,  and 
died  on  the  2d  of  March  following.  Her 
father,  August  Kriesch,  was  of  German  birth, 
coming  to  America  in  1878.  He  settled  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
career  as  a  farmer  on  one  hundred  acres  of 
land,  filrs.  Sutherland  is  the  fifth  of  seven 
children  and  was  bom  July  20,  1881.  She  has 
four  brothera  and  a  sister  living  in  St,  Clair 
county.  The  third  child  of  the  family  became 
ill  and  died  on  board  the  ship  while  crossing 
the  ocean,  being  buried  in  the  sea. 

Politically  Mr.  Sutherland  is  a  stanch  re- 
publican and  is  now  serving  as  deputy  under 
Sheriff  Eckstein.  He  was  moderator  on  the 
school  board  of  district  No.  2,  Chesterfield 
township.  He  belongs  to  New  Baltimore 
lodge,  M.  W.  A.,  and  Lake  Side  tent.  No.  156, 
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K.  0.  T.  51.,  of  New  Baltimore.  His  atten- 
tion through  life  has  been  chiefly  given_  to 
farming  operations  and  by  his  unremitting 
diligence  and  careful  management  he  has 
gained  very  creditable  success  and  is  justly 
aecoitnted  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the 
county. 


AVILLIAM  TRUMAX  IIOSXEK. 

William  Truman  Hosner,  who  has  won 
more  than  local  distinction  as  a  member  of 
the  aiacomb  county  bar,  in  the  trial  of  im- 
portant civil  and  criminal  eases,  was  born 
in  Bruce  township,  May  27,  1870.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Jacob  Hosner,  emigrated 
to  this  county  when  it  was  a  frontier  dis- 
trict and  settled  in  Bmce  township  near 
Nowland  lake,  where  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land.  There 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  hewed  out  a 
farm  and  when  the  trees  had  been  cut  down 
and  the  brush  cleared  away  he  turned  the 
first  furrows  in  the  fields,  continuing  the 
work  of  cultivation  and  improvement  until 
he  had  a  fine  farm.  His  first  home  was  a 
log  cabin,  and  in  those  early  days  the  fam- 
ily experienced  the  usual  trials  and  hard- 
ships that  fall  to  the  lot  of  those  who  estab- 
lish homes  on  the  frontier.  In  the  family 
of  Jacob  Hosner  were  eleven  children,  Jesse 
G.  being  one  of  the  seven  sons. 

Jesse  G.  Hosner  was  born  in  the  state  of 
New  York  and  with  his  parents  came  to 
Maeomb  county,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years  and  where  he  yet  has  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  For  a  long  time  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  farming  in  Bruce  tovrnship,  and 
prospered  in  his  undertakings,  but  in  1904 
he  retired  from  active  business  life  and  re- 
moved to  Oxford,  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  now  makes  his  home,  enjoying 
a  rest  from  further  labor.  For  a  long  period 
he  was  classed  with  the  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  of  his  community  and 
his  well  directed  labors  brought  him  a  grati- 
fying measure  of  success.  His  political  sup- 
part  has  always  been  given  the  republicBn 
party.  He  married  Electa  O.  Biupey,  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  George 
Empey,  who  came  from  Canada  and  settled 
in  Bruce  township,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing for  many  years.  He  is  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mra.  Hosner  became  the  parents  of 
three  children :  "William  T. ;  George  B.,  who 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bruce  township; 


and  Carrie,  also  living  on  the  home  farm. 
Mrs.  Hosner  died  October  12,  1899.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  chiirch, 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  her  friends 
and  neighbors,  being  a  woman  of  firm  con- 
viction of  right  and  wrong,  whose  hfe  was 
like  an  open  book. 

William  Truman  Hosner,  having  pursued 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
continual  liis  studies  in  the  high  school  of 
Uonieo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1893.  He  then  entered  the  law  department 
of  the  Michigan  University  and  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1898.  after  which  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Romeo,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  Careful  preliminary 
training  and  thorough  preparation  of  each 
case  entrusted  to  his  care  have  won  him 
some  notable  victories  at  the  Macomb  coun- 
ty bar. 

Mr.  Hosner  is  influential  in  political  cir- 
cles as  well  and  has  labored  effectively  in 
the  interests  of  the  republican  party.  He  is 
now  chairman  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee and  a  member  of  the  district  congres- 
sional committee.  He  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Romeo  by  President  McKinley  and 
in  January,  1905,  was  reappointed,  so  that 
he  is  now  filling  the  second  term. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1898,  Mr.  Hosner 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Nora  Criss- 
man,  a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  Crissman  of 
Washington  township.  They  were  the  pa- 
rents of  three  children :  Electa,  bom  July 
19,  1900;  William  Truman,  born  September 
6,  1902:  and  Cameron  Crissman,  bom  De- 
cember 8,  1904.  The  parents  attend  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  since  1899  Mr.  Hos- 
ner has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Romeo  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  For- 
esters and  the  Maccabees. 


REV.  CHARLES  J.  KOENIG. 

Rev.  Charles  J.  Koenig,  pastor  of  St. 
JIary's  church  at  New  Baltimore,  was  born 
in  Germany,  January  7,  1865.  He  is  the  son 
of  Adam  and  Catherine  Koenig,  who  came 
to  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  the  year  of  187.'!. 
Father  Koenig  received  his  early  education  at 
St.  Joseph's  parochial  school  of  Detroit,  con- 
tinuing his  studies  at  the  old  high  school  on 
(Jriswold  street,  attending  the  evening  course. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  employed  in  the  large 
dry  goods  store  of  George  Peck  &  Company  on 
Woodward  avenue,  where  he  remained  from 
1878  until    1882.     After  having  learned  his 
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trade  thoroughly,  he  was  engaged  by  the  firm 
o£  Laehman  &  Huekesteiii  and  remained  with 
tliat  house  as  one  of  the  leading  clerks  until 
1887.  On  September  5,  1887,  he  left  for  St. 
Jerome's  College,  Berlin,  Ontario,  where  he 
completed  his  classical  course,  graduating 
with  the  highest  honors,  obtaining  the  medal 
ill  German,  rhetoric  and  philosophy.  There- 
after he  entered  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  to  take  up  his  theological 
course,  at  that  time  under  the  rectorship  of  the 
learned  Very  Rev.  A.  L.  Magnien,  D.  D. 
On  account  of  ill  health  and  the  climate,  after 
two  years  of  study  Father  Koenig  was  com- 
pelled to  come  home  and  take  up  his  last  year 
of  study  at  the  Assumption  College,  Sandwich, 
Ontario.  While  completing  his  last  year  of 
theology,  he,  during  the  same  year,  filled  the 
vacancy  of  professor  of  the  German  language 
at  the  Assumption  College.  On  September 
12,  1895,  Father  Koenig  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  by  the  Rt.  Rev,  John  S.  Foley, 
and  appointed  pastor  of  St,  Mary's  congrega- 
tion at  New  Baltimore,  September  17,  1895, 
succeeding  the  Rev.  A,  J,  Lambert  as  pastor, 
and  is  still  in  charge,  beloved  by  all  of  his 
parishioners. 

The  history  of  St.  Mary's  parish  date:-;  way 
back  to  the  year  of  1832,  at  which  time  mis- 
sionary fathoi-R  came  from  Detroit  to  attend  to 
tbe  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people;  thereafter 
it  liei'Miiio  ;i  mission  to  Marine  City  and  after- 
wiirds  to  Hwnu  Creek.  In  the  year  of  1875, 
llii'  Hev.  K.  M.  Dekiere  was  appointed  as  resi- 
dent jiiistof,  wliii  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  Liiiubert  and  now  in  charge  of  the  Rev, 
Ciiarles  J.  Koenig.  The  churcli  was  built  by 
thi'  Rev,  Father  Bussy  while  in  his  charge  as 
a  mission  to  Marine  City.  The  parish  includes 
ciiK'  IiuihIi'ihI  aiiif  twenty-five  families,  con- 
sisting of  ii  niixod  coiiin'efjation,  French,  Ger- 
iiiMii  ;iii(l  Irish  iiatiiinalities.  The  church, 
si'hool  and  Jiouse.  liave  all  been  repaired  by 
1^'ather  Koenig,  and  are  in  the  best  of  condi- 
tion, besides  a  handsome  hall  has  been  erected 
and  the  parish  is  clear  and  free  of  debts. 


tiEORGE  A,  BAILEY. 

George  A,  Bailey,  a  i-osident  of  Richmond, 
t  one  whose  business  interi^ts  have  taken 
11  to  many  sections  of  the  country,  he  be- 
:  now  engaged  in  promoting  cement  plants, 
IS  l)oni  in  Armada  township,  Macomb 
iinty.  September  19,  1848.  His  paternal 
iindpii  rents  were  "William  V.  and  Elizabeth 
ifiiniiton)     Bailey,    and    the    father    was 


Mahlon  F.  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Paterson. 
New  Jersey,  January  23,  1820,  In  1844  he 
married  Phoebe  Cudworth,  a  native  of  Can- 
andaigua.  New  York.  He  was  a  mason  by 
trade  and  in  1840  he  came  to  Macomb  county, 
where  he  followed  that  pursuit  until  about 
1870.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm  a  mile 
west  of  Lenox,  making  it  is  home  for  a  few 
years,  after  which  he  permanently  put  aside 
business  cares  and  retained  his  residence  in 
Richmond  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
November  10,  1903.  His  children  are:  Eu- 
gene, who  is  now  living  retired  in  Richmond; 
George  A,;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brown,  of  Detroit; 
and  J.  William,  who  is  living  in  Cement  City, 
Michigan, 

George  A.  Bailey  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Lenox  township  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Richmond,  subsequent  to  which  time 
he  engaged  in  farming,  purchasing  the  home- 
stead property  of  his  father  in  1873.  He  then 
engaged  in  its  further  cultivation  and  im- 
provement until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Richmond,  where,  with  Fuller  &  Son, 
he  bought  the  hardware  stores  of  Mr.  Fuller 
and  Mr.  Abbott.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
the  business  for  two  years  as  a  member  of  the 
iirm  of  Puller  &  Bailey  and  on  selling  his 
interest  he  went  upon  the  road  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  ileCormiek  Harvester  Com- 
pany, controlling  the  trade  in  a  large  number 
of  counties.  In  this  he  continued  successfully 
until  1900,  and  in  1901  he  became  connected 
with  the  cement  industry,  representing  the 
Peninsula  Portland  Cement  Company,  of 
Jackson,  Jlichigan.  He  then  went  to  Canada 
to  introduce  their  cement  and  in  1903  Cana- 
dian capitalists  started  a  plant  at  Durham, 
Ontario.  Mr.  Bailey  having  charge  of  the  sale 
of  th<'ir  pi'niliti-t  for  a  short  time.  He  then 
retnriH'il  tn  h'icbinoiid  and  soon  after^vard 
his  fatlii'f  '^lo<^.  Since  that  time  Mr,  Bailey 
has  been  more  or  less  extensively  engaged  in 
the  promotion  of  the  business  of  the  Interna- 
tional Cement  Company,  of  Ottawa,  where 
they  have  completed  a  plant  covering  more 
than  four  acres  of  floor  space  and  having  a 
capacity  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  barrels 
]»er  day.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  plants  in 
the  world.  A  portion  of  the  winter  of  1904-5 
was  spent  by  him  in  the  Canadian  northwest 
exploring  for  carbonate  lime.  In  this  he  was 
successful  and  is  now  interested  in  forming  a 
company  to  build  a  plant  near  Banff  in  the 
Rocky  mountains. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1869,  Mr,  Bailey 
was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Weeks,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Jficbigan.    Mr.  Bailey  belongs  to  the 
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Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Maccabees  tent. 
He  has  found  in  the  business  world  opportu- 
nity to  give  full  scope  to  his  ambition  and  in- 
dustry— his  dominant  qualities — and  in  the 
freedom  and  appreciation  of  the  growing 
western  portion  of  the  country  he  has  entered 
upon  a  successful  business  career. 

Elton  D.  Bailey,  son  of  George  A.  Bailey, 
was  bom  in  Lenox,  June  16,  1877,  pursued 
his  ediication  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the 
Michigan  Agricidtural  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  at  the  head  of  bis  class,  com- 
pleting a  course  in  mechanical  and  civil  en- 
gineering. When  he  left  college  he  entered 
upon  practical  work  at  Bay  City,  Michigan, 
and  made  rapid  progress  there.  Having 
studied  electricity,  he  took  up  the  work  of  in- 
stalling plants  and  has  installed  several  large 
cement  plants  in  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, being  at  the  present  time  engaged  in  such 
an  enterprise  at  Independence  City,  Kansas. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  while 
he  has  already  made  for  himself  a  creditable 
position  in  the  business  circles  he  lias  also  be- 
come popular  in  social  circles.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  November,  1901,  to  Lettie  H.  Clag- 
gett,  of  Macomb  county,  a  daughter  of  James 
Claggett,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Rich- 
mond.    FrHtcniall.y  he  is  a  Jlasnn  and  Odd 


HAMUBL  WOOD, 

Hamuel  Wood,  whose  activity  in  business 
att'airs  and  hearty  support  of  progressive 
public  measures  made  him  one  of  the  influ- 
ential and  valued  citizens  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1820,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Mount  Clemens,  March 
20,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
father,  James  Wood,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
England.  Samuel  Wood  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  country  and  remained  a 
resident  of  the  land  of  his  nativity  until 
1852,  when  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years 
he  sailed  for  America,  hoping  to  benefit  by 
its  improved  business  conditions. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  married  Miss 
Eliza  Armitage,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
in  1824.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1845,  and  four  chil- 
dren were  born  unto  them  ere  their  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  world,  but  John  had  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  were  George,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years:  Anna  W.  Bates, 
who  makes  her  home  with  her  mother  dnrinir 


her  declining  years;  and  William,  who  mar- 
ried Letitia  Cole  of  Canada  and  died  in 
1893,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  owned  coun- 
try property  and  also  real  estate  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  when  called  to  his  iin;il 
rest  his  remains  were  inten-ed  in  Clinton 
Grove  cemetery.  Following  the  emigration 
of  the  family  to  America  two  daughters  were 
added  to  the  household:  Augusta,  the  wife 
of  George  Skelton,  a  marble  dealer  of  Mount 
Clemens;  and  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Chark's 
Mason,  a  resident  of  Eureka,  Kansas. 

When  Samuel  Wood  reached  the  shores  of 
the  new  world  he  at  once  resumed  his  jour- 
ney toward  the  interior  of  the  country,  and 
established  his  home  in  Macomb  county, 
where  he  first  purchased  seventy-eight  acres 
of  land  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm.  This  was  all  unimproved  with  t'n' 
exception  of  a  very  small  portion,  but  In' 
at  once  began  to  divide  it  into  fields  whii-h 
he  placed  under  cultivation.  He  built  u 
small  frame  house  of  five  rooms,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  until  there  is  now  a 
commodious  and  substantial  residence  upon 
the  farm,  built  of  brick  which  he  manufac- 
tured. Mr.  Wood  tiimed  his  attention  to 
the  brick-making  industry  in  connection  with 
general  farming  and  followed  that  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  meeting  with  very 
desirable  success. 

In  his  later  years,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
he  lived  in  retirement,  enjoying  a  well  earned 
rest.  For  years  he  was  a  most  active  and 
enterprising  business  man  and  he  deserved 
the  cessation  from  labor  which  he  was  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  in  his  last  years.  He  was 
interested  in  all  movements  for  the  welfare 
and  improvement  of  the  county  and  be- 
longed to  that  class  of  representative  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  while  promoting  individual 
success  also  foster  and  further  the  prosperity 
of  the  community.  He  was  a  republican  in 
politics.  He  served  as  one  of  the  first  trus- 
tees of  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery  and 
was  long  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
in  which  for  a  number  of  years  he  served 
as  a  deacon.  His  life  was  upright  and  hon- 
orable, his  actions  manly  and  sincere,  and 
the  good  qualities  which  he  daily  manifested 
in  his  relations  with  business  associates, 
family  and  friends  won  him  uniform  regard. 
Mrs.  Wood,  still  surviving  her  husband,  hfis 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years.      Hhc    hws    been    a     nienjber    of    tho 
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t'liiii'i;]i  for  half  a  century,  consistent  and 
faithful,  and  lias  contributed  generously  to 
its  support.  She  now  lives  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  the 
coiuity  which  has  been  lier  home  for  more 
tlmn  half  jiticntnry. 


THOMAS  B.  REID. 


Tliouias  B.  Iteid,  livmg  on  section  12,  Bruce 
township,  is  the  owner  of  the  Pairfleld  farm, 
a  well-improved  projierty  of  two  hiindred  and 
tliirty  acres,  lie  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb 
i.-onnty,  born  upon  this  place,  September  9, 
1863.  His  father,  "William  lleid,  was  born 
in  Ayrshire,  in  Scotland,  in  April,  1814, 
and  in  early  manhood  came  to  the  United 
States,  jnaking  his  way  at  onee  to  this  coun- 
ty, where  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm- 
hand for  several  years.  He  married  Mary 
Gray,  daughter  of  Neil  Gray.  Her  father  gave 
her  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land 
and  after  elearinji  up  the  land  Mr.  Reid  pur- 
chased it  of  his  wife.  Not  a  stick  of  timber 
had  been  cut  or  the  work  of  improvement  be- 
gun in  any  way,  and  so  the  arduous  task  of 
clearing  and  developing  the  land  devolvt'tl 
ii{>on  him.  He  was  eciual  to  the  work,  how- 
ever, and  soon  instciid  of  the  tall  forest  trees 
were  seen  fields  of  wjivin;;-  ^Tiiiii.  in  the  midst 
of  which  Ntoo<l  milistanlial  buildings,  indica- 
tive of  an  advanced  civili^iitioji  and  of  the 
I>r()gressive  spirit  of  the  owner.  He  also 
bought  more  land  until  his  posses-sions  aggre- 
gated four  hundred  and  ten  aeres.  of  which 
three  hundred  and  seventy  acT'es  was  eom- 
prisi'd  ill  tlu'  home  place,  ivhile  the  remaining 
forty  aeivs  was  a  tract  of  tiiiil>er  land  near 
Alriiont,  in  Ijapeer  county.  I'pon  the  honib 
fann  Mr.  Reid  reared  his  family  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  called  to  his  final  rest. 
Tliei'e  were  three  sons  by  this  marriage  who 
reached  mature  years,  but  all  are  now  de- 
ceased. They  married,  however,  and  left  fam- 
ilies. Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
AVilliam  Reid  married  Anna  Borland,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  in  which  countiy  she  spent 
her  girlhood.  There  are  three  s()ns  of  this 
iiiarriage:  Thomas  B.;  John  L.,  who  is  living 
in  Muskingtnn  county,  Ohio,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness near  Zanesvillei  and  James  IT.,  who  owns 
and  opei'ates  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
The  father  died  September  22.  1891.  while  the 
mother  survived  until  August  23,  1901. 

Thomas  B.  Reid  spent  his  youth  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  of  that  period. 
He  attended  the  district  schools,  performing 


the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  and  enjoying 
greatly  the  pleasures  of  the  playground.  He 
was  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy upon  the  old  home  place,  continuing  to 
assist  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
he  became  owner  of  a  part  of  the  farm.  Here 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  made  many  repairs 
upon  the  place,  improving  buildings,  and  has 
carried  forward  his  farm  work  along  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  lines.  He  is  a  thorough- 
going farmer  and  good  business  man  and  is 
now  meeting  with  very  creditable  success,  so 
that  he  is  classed  with  the  «ubstantial  citizens 
of  his  community. 

Mr.  Reid  was  married  in  Bnii-e  townshiji, 
in  June,  1893,  to  Sliss  Eliza  Oilmour,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Gilmour.  There  is  one  child  by  this  mar- 
riage— Lilian  G.  Reid.  Mr,  Reid  votes  with 
the  republican  party  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
valuable  membera  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  while  lie  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Foresters.  They  are  well 
and  favorably  known  in  the  county  and  many 
friends  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  their  home. 


BVltOX    U.    ERKKINE. 

Byron  K.  Erskine.  a  pi'oLiiinent  lawyer  of 
ilount  Clemens,  who  is  now  ser^^ng  as  circuit 
judge,  was  bom  November  16,  1864,  in  Port 
Sanilac,  .Michigan,  his  parents  being  James 
and  Rebecca  (Ilaiiinioiid)  Erskine,  the  former 
a  native  of  .Maine  and  the  latter  of  Canad:i. 
The  Kr-skiiic  family  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The 
grandfather.  Jiiuics  Erskine.  was  a  surveyor 
in  the  employ  of  the  British  government  and 
in  that  position  went  to  Xiiva  Scotia.  He  died 
ill  early  iiianjiood.  The  father,  however, 
readied  the  ailvaiiced  age  of  seventy-one  yeai"S. 
He  was  a  lumberman  and  removed  from  one 
lumber  state — Maine — to  another — Michigan 
— one  of  whose  chief  industrire  is  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city 
Judge  Erskine  pursued  his  early  education 
and  having  determined  to  engage  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  as  his  life  work  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  1885  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1887,  having  completed  the  \a\v 
coiirse.  The.  same  fall  he  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  and  became 
a  partner  of  Oscar  C.  Lungerhausen,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Lungerhausen  &  Erskine,  This  relationship 
was  maintained  for  eight  years  and  was  dis- 
continued  on   his   partner's   election  to   the 
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office  of  i)i'osecnting  attorney.  Mr.  Erskine 
afterward  practiced  alone  and  in  his  chosen 
profession  has  met  with  gratifying  sueeess, 
gaining  a  large  and  distinctively  representa- 
tive clientage,  which  connected  him  with  the 
leading  litigated  interests  tried  in  the  courts 
of  his  district.  His  attention  has  always  been 
chiefly  directed  to  his  law  practice  and  he  has 
met  with  gratifying  success.  In  the  prepara- 
tion of  cases  he  is  systematic,  thorough  and 
painstaking  and  his  devotion  to  his  clients' 
interests  is  proverbial.  In  the  presentation 
of  his  cause  his  arguments  are  strong,  his  de- 
ductions logical  and  his  reasoning  clear  and 
convincing. 

A  republican  in  politics,  the  Judge  takes 
an  active  iaterest  in  public  affairs  and  at  the 
convention  of  his  party  in  the  spring  of  1905 
was  nominated  for  circuit  judge,  being  after- 
ward elected  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred 
and  seven  over  Judge  Tucker,  for  a  term  of  six 
years.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  is  that 
of  a  public  spirited  citizen  who  has  studied  the 
needs  of  his  community  and  labors  for  its 
progress  along  beneficial  lines.  Fraternally 
Judge  Erskine  is  connected  with  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge.  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  filled  various  offices.  He  was  married  in 
1890  to  Miss  Jilargaret  E.  Nichols,  a  daughter 
of  Cleorge  0.  and  Henrietta  (Little)  Nichols, 
and  their  children  are  James  B.  and  Dorothv 
M. 


ROBERT  N.   McKAY 

Robert  N.  McKay,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising 
on  section  24,  Bruce  township,  has  a  fine  farm 
of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  con- 
veniently and  pleasantly  located  about  four 
miles  from  Romeo.  He  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  here  October  15,  1847,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Jean  McKay,  who  are  men- 
tioned on  another  page  of  this  work.  Rob- 
ert N.  McKay  lived  on  his  father's  farm 
through  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
attending  the  district  schools  until  he  had 
mastered  the  branches  of  learning  therein 
taught,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in 
the  high  school  at  Roraeo.  His  training  at 
farm  labor  was  not  meager  and  he  gained  a 
practical  knowledge  which  has  enabled  him  to 
carry  on  his  own  farm  work  with  success. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1870,  in  Armada 
township,  he  married  Miss  Mary  Thurston, 
who  was  bom  there  and  pursued  her  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools.     Her  father,  Ben- 


jamin 11.  Thurston,  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  locality,  arriving  in  1833  from 
Niagara  county.  New  York.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing, making  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
McKay,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  valued  early 
settlers  of  the  county,  having  an  intimate  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  all  the  events 
which  frame  the  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKay  have  been 
blessed  with  two  children :  Etta,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  county ;  and  Robert 
T.,  at  home. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  McKay  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  began 
its  further  improvement,  carrying  on  the 
work  until  he  has  one  of  the  best  developed 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  began 
here  with  one  hundred  acres  and  has  three 
hundred  and  forty  acrra  in  another  place.  H& 
afterward  sold  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  to-day  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  in  the  home  farm.  He  built 
two  good  barns  and  has  just  completed  a  nt'a.t 
and  attractive  residence,  built  in  modern 
style  of  architecture.  It  is  supplied  with  fur- 
nace heat,  with  hot  and  cold  water,  bathroom 
and  every  attention  has  been  paid  to  sanita- 
tion, light  and  air.  The  house  is  illuminatc(i 
at  night  by  gas  and  the  chandeliers  are  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  home.  The 
work  throughout  the  house  lias  been  done  in 
thorough  manner  and  this  is  one  of  the  most 
comfortable,  convenient,  attractive  and  beau- 
tiful country  homes  of  Macomb  county. 

Politically  Mr  McKaj  has  always  voted 
the  republican  ticket  and  was  elected  and 
served  as  highwaj  commissioner  for  a  numbei' 
of  years,  while  at  present  he  is  filling  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peice  He  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate  to  county  conventions 
and  his  work  in  behalf  of  public  interests  here 
has  been  effective  and  far-reaching.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  it  is 
a  fitting  monument  to  the  life  of  activity,  en- 
ergy and  successful  accomplishment  of  Rob- 
ert N.  McKay. 


WILLIAM  MTJRTIIU^L 

William  Murthum,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  fruit  and  berries  in  Warren, 
was  born  on  the  Reimold  farm,  in  Clinton 
township,  Macomb  county,  January  21,  1854, 
and  is  of  German  lineage,  his  parents,  George 
and  Dora  (Sehimpf)  Murthum,  having  been 
born  in  the  fatherland.  The  former  came  to 
this  coimty  in  1845,  settling  first  on  the  Rei- 
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mold  farm,  wliere  he  remained  until  1862, 
when  he  removed  to  Sterling  township,  pur- 
chasing the  Saunders  farm,  upon  which  he 
lived  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
1895.  He  left  a  widow,  who  died  in  1898, 
and  four  children:  Charles,  a  resident 
of  Utica,  Michigan;  Mrs.  George  Berz,  of 
Sterling  township;  Wiliiain;  and  Mrs.  Henry 
"Wolfe,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Murthum 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  public  welfare 
and  his  aid  could  always  be  relied  upon  to 
further  progressive  measures,  while  his  po- 
sition as  a  supporter  of  democratic  principles 
was  an  unequivocal  one.  He  belonged  to  the 
German  Evangelical  church  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  was  most  loyal  to  its  welfare. 

■William  Murthum  was  a  public  school  stu- 
dent between  the  ages  of  six  and  thirteen 
years,  but  at  that  early  age  left  home  and 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  dependent  entirely 
upon  his  own  resources.  Going  to  Detroit  he 
there  learned  the  confectioner's  trade,  after 
which  he  returned  to  "Warren  township  and 
gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
following  farming  until  thirty  years  of  age, 
when  Jig  opened  a  meat  market  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Warren.  After  conducting  it  for  four 
years  he  sold  out  to  F.  "W,  Cartwright  and 
rented  the  Cartwright  farm,  remaining 
thereon  for  two  years.  He  next  purchased  a 
part  of  the  Spinnings  farm,  to  which  he  re- 
moved,  making  it  his  home  for  six  yeai's,  when 
in  connection  with  C.  F.  Halsey,  he  opened 
a  general  store  in  Wan-en.  That  partnership, 
however,  was  dissolved  after  six  months,  and 
a  year  later  Mr.  Murthum  opened  another 
store  in  the  village,  which  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfully for  twelve  years,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Frank  Peck.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur- 
chased twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  village,  on  which  he  erected  his 
handsome  residence.  Here  he  now  lives,  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit 
and  berries,  for  which  he  finds  a  ready  mar- 
ket in  Detroit.  He  makes  a  close  study  of 
the  needs  of  trees  and  plants  and  raises  only 
high-grade  fruit. 

In  1883  Mr.  Murthnm  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Cartwright,  a  daughter 
of  F.  W.  Cartwright,  of  Warren  township. 
She  died  in  1884  and  their  only  child  died 
in  infancy.  In  1886  Mr.  Murthum  wedded 
Miss  Fanny  Trusdale,  of  Oakland  county, 
and  they  have  two  children.  Edna  and  Jes- 
sie, both  at  home.  In  his  political  views  Mr- 
Murthum  is  an  earnest  democrat,  but  the 
honor::  and  emoluments  of  office  have  little 


attraction  for  him,  as  he  has  always  preferred 
to  devote  his  energies  to  hia  business  inter- 
ests, and  he  finds  in  the  duties  of  the  every- 
day life  ample  opportunity  to  exercise  his 
industry,  perseverance  and  determination — 
his  dominant  qualities. 


FREDERICK  C.  MILLER. 

Frederick  C.  Miller,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  son 
of  Macomb  county,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  New  Baltimore,  August  11,  1874,  and  is 
a  son  of  Charles  A.  and  Caroline  (Nelson) 
Miller  and  a  grandson  of  Frederick  Miller,  a 
native  of  Basle,  Switzerland,  who  for  a  time 
lived  in  Baden  Baden,  Germany,  and  with 
his  family  came  to  America,  locating  in  Bris- 
tol and  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
making  his  home  in  those  places  for  about 
fifteen  years.  For  over  forty  years  his  home 
has  been  in  Macomb  county,  living  at  New 
Baltimore.  He  married  Louisa  Sulzer,  whose 
ancestors  lived  in  the  duchy  of  Baden  Baden, 
Germany,  the  ancestral  home  being  at  Carls- 
ruhe.  To  them  were  bom  three  children: 
Charles  A. ;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  August  Graes- 
sle,  of  Detroit,  Michigan ;  and  a  son  that  died 
in  infancy. 

Charles  A.  Miller  was  born  iu  Baden 
Baden,  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  five  years  of  age  and  was  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  coming  to  Macomb  county 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  for  a  long 
period  of  time  was  engaged  in  the  meat  biisi- 
ness  at  New  Baltimore,  He  is  still  residing 
at  tliat  place  and  is  one  of  its  leading  and 
influential  citizens,  having  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  and  is  a  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  township  of  Chesterfield, 
He  married  Caroline  Neton,  a  native  of 
Michigan  and  a  daughter  of  Cornelii:^  Nel- 
son, who  was  bom  in  Christiana,  Norway, 
while  his  wife,  Catherine  (Fink)  Nelson,  was 
a  native  of  Hamburg,  Germany.  She  came 
to  this  country  during  her  early  life,  met  her 
future  husband  on  the  sailing  vessel  coming 
across,  and  upon  reaching  New  York  was 
married,  he  having  been  a  mate  on  the  ship. 
Leaving  New  York  they  went  to  Buffalo,  re- 
maining there  a  short  time,  thence  coming 
to  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Nelson  purchased 
the  farm  upon  which  he  lived  and  died,  in  the 
early  days  enduring  all  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life.  He  fre- 
quently walked  to  and  from  Detroit,  a  dis- 
tance of  over  thirty  miles,  carrying  provi- 
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sions  and  other  supplies.  The  Indians  at  that 
time  still  camped  in  the  vieinity,  showing 
hostility  at  first  but  soon  became  friendly. 

Frederick  C.  Miller  pursued  his  literary 
education  in  the  Hathaway  Institute  and  re- 
ceived a  commercial  and  shorthand  course  at 
the  Detroit  Business  University,  entering 
upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  fall  of  1896, 
reading  under  private  instruction  for  some 
time,  then  pursuing  a  course  at  the  Detroit 
College  of  Law,  In  October,  1899,  after  suc- 
cessfully passing  the  bar  examination  at 
Lansing,  Michigan,  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan  and  in 
the  United  States  courts,  also  in  the  interior 
and  treasury  departments  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  fall  of  1899,  with  offices  at  Mount  Clem- 
ens. 

He  carefully  prepared  for  his  chosen  pro- 
fession and  as  the  years  have  advanced  he  has 
displayed  fertility  of  resource  as  well  as  com- 
prehensive understanding  of  the  principles  of 
jurisprudence  by  his  careful  handling  of  liti- 
gated interests. 

Residing  at  New  Baltimore,  Mr.  Miller  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  has 
been  village  attorney  of  tluit  village  and  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Couffregatioiial  church.  He 
belongs  to  tlu'  Miii-ciibci's  and  the  MndiTii 
Woodmen. 


JAMES  PREUSKEL. 

James  Preussel,  of  Jlount  Clemens,  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  April  6,  1843.  His 
father,  Christian  Preussel,  who  was  also  born 
in  that  country,  had  one  brother,  James,  who 
lived  and  died  there.  Christian  Preussel, 
however,  came  to  America  in  1854,  bringing 
with  him  his  family.  He  had  been  married 
in  his  native  land  to  Miss  Mary  Wuesten- 
berg,  who  was  born  there,  as  was  her  father, 
Jacob  Wnestenberg,  who  in  1854,  also 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  settling  in  New  Bal- 
timore, Macomb  county.  Soon  afterward  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  10,  Chesterfield 
township,  and  established  his  family  in  their 
new  home  there.  The  Preussel  family  also 
located  in  New  Baltimore,  where  the  father 
worked  as  a  laborer  for  a  few  months  and 
then  bought  twenty  acres  of  his  father's 
land,  of  which  between  eight  and  ten  acres 
had  been  cleared.  He  next  built  a  log  house 
and  at  once  began  the  further  development 
and  improvement  of  his  property.    He  con- 


tinued on  this  place  until  his  son  J;iines  pur- 
chased the  homestead  in  1864.  Christian 
Preussel  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1889, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years, 
while  liis  wife  passed  away  in  1856,  at  the 
?arly  age  of  twenty-six  years. 

James  Preussel  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges,  attending  school  for  a 
brief  period  in  Germany  and  the  knowledge 
he  has  acquired  in  America  has  been  gained 
through  experience,  observation  and  read- 
ing. He  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  he 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  which  is 
across  the  road  from  the  old  family  home- 
stead on  section  3,  Chesterfield  township.  He 
afterward  bought  the  old  homestead  farm 
of  twenty  acres  on  section  10  and  later  pur- 
chased, thirty  acres  adjoining,  so  that  his 
farm  altogether  comprises  ninety  acres.  This 
he  cleared  and  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  It  involved  much  arduous  labor. 
for  his  first  forty-acre  tract  was  all  covered 
with  timber.  He  erected  all  of  the  buildings 
there  and  his  first  barn  was  constructed  of 
logs,  but  in  1870  he  replaced  this  by  a  good 
frame  structure.  His  house  was  erected  in 
1869  and  he  continued  upon  the  farm  until 
1899,  when  he  sold  the  property  to  Charles 
Schwanebeck,  his  son-in-law.  In  1882  he 
purchased  a  farin  of  eighty  acres  on  section 
3.  Chesterfield  township,  and  this  he  has 
f^'radiially  improved,  rebuilding  the  house 
and  erecting  a  now  barn  and  other  out  build- 
ings.    He  still  owns  this  property. 

Oil  tlie  Kith  of  March,  1865,  Mr.  Preussel 
was  married  to  So])hia  Trost,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Bowman)  Trost,  of  Chester- 
field township.  Mre.  Preussel  was  born  Aprd 
7.  1844,  and  died  February  8.  1903,  in  her 
fifty-ninth  year.  She  was  known  throughout 
her  locality  as  one  of  the  most  charitable 
and  motherly  women  and  no  call  was  ever 
made  to  her  for  assistance  that  she  did  not 
meet.  Her  acts  of  kindness  will  long  be  re- 
jnembered  and  the  love  and  respect  in  which 
she  was  held  will  be  the  brightest  jewels  in 
her  crown.  She  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  with  her  parents  in  1849  and  in 
1856  they  removed  to  Macomb  county,  set- 
tling in  Chesterfield  township,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days  upon  a  farm. 
Unto  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Preussel  were  born  two 
children  r  Minnie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Schwanebeck,  of  Chesterfield  township ;  and 
Frank  W.,  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr,.  Preussel  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  His  early  political  support 
was  given  to  the  democracy,  but  during  the 
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last  few  years  lie  has  advocated  republican 
principles  and  voted  for  the  candidates  of 
that  party.  He  is  a  man  of  generous  dispo- 
sition and  genial  temperament.  He  still  re- 
sides in  Chesterfield  township  and  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  respected  men  of  his  lo- 
cality, having  made  a  clear  record,  his  life 
being  as  an  open  book  which  all  may  read. 


ALBEET  E.  MILLETT. 

Albert  E.  Millett,  now  engaged  in  the  fur- 
niture and  undertaking  business  in  Armada, 
was  formerly  connected  with  educational  in- 
terests in  Michigan,  being  widely  known  as  a 
most  competent  teacher.  He  was  born  in 
Hebron,  Oxford  county,  Maine,  October  3, 
1858,  his  parents  being  Lemuel  T.  and  Mary 
A.  (Milliken)  Millett,  both  of  whom  were  of 
English  lineage,  some  of  their  ancestors  hav- 
ing come  from  Scotland  and  some  from  Eng- 
land. The  line  of  paternal  descent  can  be 
traced  back  to  Henry  Millett,  gentleman  and 
attorney-at-law  of  Surrey  county,  England. 
The  son,  Thomas  Millett,  was  the  original  an- 
cestor in  America,  coming  from  England  to 
this  county  in  1635.  The  next  in  the  line 
of  direct  descent  was  also  named  Thomas. 
The  paternal  great-great-grandfather  was 
David  Millett,  who  settled  in  New  Gloucester, 
Maine,  and  died  in  North  Yarmouth  about 
1785.  The  great-grandfather,  John  Jlillett. 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father,  Lemuel 
T.  Mi]let,t.  was  born  in  Pom,  Maine,  in  1810, 
becoming  a  farmer  and  co]itractor,  and  died 
in  the  year  1868.  He  wedded  Miss  Marj'  A. 
Milliken,  who  was  born  iji  Searboi'o.  I\raine, 
in  1818. 

Albert  E.  Millett  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Androscoggin  county, 
Maine,  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  Acad- 
emy of  Hebron  and  Bridgeton,  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  latter  in  1879.  He  then  ma- 
triculated in  Bates  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  bachelor 
of  arts  in  1883,  while  in  1886  the  master's  de- 
gree was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  same  m- 
stitution.  His  career  as  an  educator  began 
soon  afterward  and  extended  over  the  period 
of  twenty-six  years.  He  taught  in  Minot, 
Maine,  in  1877,  in  West  Minot  m  1879,  in 
West  Scarboro,  Maine,  from  1880  until  1882, 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Michigan.  He 
was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Richmond 


for  four  years  and  at  Rochester  for  one  year, 
while  for  seven  years  be  was  principal  of  the 
schools  of  Armada  and  at  Utica  for  eight 
years.  His  labors  in  the  schoolroom  were 
highly  successful  because  he  was  an  excellent 
disciplinarian  and  moreover  had  the  ability 
to  impress  strongly  and  clearly  upon  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  the  principles  of  knowl- 
edge which  he  wished  to  impart.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  examiners 
for  ten  years,  but  in  1903  he  put  aside  active 
school  work  and  came  to  Armada,  engaging 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
here.  He  carries  a  carefully  selected  and 
quite  complete  stock  of  goods  and  has  se- 
cured a  liberal  patronage.  He  pursued  a 
course  in  the  Chicago  College  of  Embalming 
and  has  a  diploma  from  that  school. 

Mr,  Millett  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing, influential  and  prominent  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
village  board.  He  has  been  the  champion  of 
every  progressive  measure  and  his  labors  have 
proved  very  effective,  beneficial  and  far- 
reaehing  in  advancing  the  general  good.  So- 
cially he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Harmony 
lodge.  No.  43,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  also 
identified  with  the  Eastern  Star  lodge,  the 
Knight  Templar  commandery  and  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine  and  is  senior  warden  of  the  blue 
lodge.  He  takes  a  very  deep  interest  in  Ma- 
sonrj',  is  thoroughly  informed  concerning  its 
tenets  and  teachings  and  in  his  life  displays 
the  beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.  He  is  like- 
wise identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  For- 
esters, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Mac- 
cabees. 

In  1887  Mr.  Millett  M-as  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nora  Perkins,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Adelaide  (Selleck)  Perkins.  Her 
father  follows  farming  in  this  county,  but 
his  wife  is  deceased.  Mi's.  Millet  was  born 
in  Richmond,  pursued  her  education  in  the 
public  schooLs  there  and  afterward  engaged 
in  teaching  in  Armada  for  four  years.  She 
had  three  children,  but  Marie,  the  eldest,  who 
was  bom  July  13, 1893,  died  October  24,  1900, 
when  seven  years  of  age.  The  others  are: 
Ethel  A.,  bom  December  24,  1894;  and  Bert 
P.,  who  was  bom  March  10,  1902.  The  fam- 
ily attend  the  Congregational  church  and  Mr. 
Millett  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democracy.  He  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  high 
esteem  of  many  friends  and  occupy  a  very 
enviable  position  in  social  circles,  where  true 
worth  and  intelligence  are  received  as  the 
passports  into  good  society. 
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RE\'.   JOHN   RUSSELL. 

Rev.  John  Russell,  of  New  Haven,  was 
born  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1822.  His  parents,  Jesse  and 
Catliarine  (Barber)  Russell  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey  but  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  Livingston  county.  New  York, 
in  1818.  The  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent and  the  mother  was  of  English  and 
(Jerniiin  blood.  They  were  blessed  with  four 
sons  and  two  daughters  who  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  About  1830  the  family 
removed  to  Niagara  county  and  settled  on  a 
farm  three  miles  from  the  falls,  remaining 
there  until  1838,  when  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  fixed  their  home  iu  the  township  of 
Cambridge,  Lenawee  county.  The  father 
died  April  3,  1885,  lacking  only  a  few  days 
of  completing  his  eighty-eighth  year.  The 
mother  remained  until  May  31,  1895,  near 
the  close  of  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  her  age. 
They  loved  God,  wrought  righteousness,  and 
were  most  highly  esteemed  by  those  who 
knew  them  best.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
inherited  a  firm,  sinewy,  physical  constitu- 
tion as  well  as  a  vigorous,  well  balanced 
mind,  both  capable  of  much  endurance. 
These  ([ualities  have  enabled  him  to  perform 
much  labor  both  of  a  mental  and  physical 
character  during  his  later  years.  What  he 
has  most  deplored  is  the  fact  that  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  confined  to  the 
public  schools  of  his  immediate  vicinity,  but 
iiuch  as  those  advantages  were  he  evidently 
made  the  best  possible  use  of  them,  for  in 
his  examination  on  a  prescribed  course  of 
study  preparatory  to  the  ministry,  with  a 
college  president  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  was  awarded  the  hightest  number 
on  every  branch.  Mr.  Russell  has  been  twice 
married.  The  first  time  to  Miss  Catharine 
Puiver,  of  Lenawee  county,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Charles  P.  Russell,  of  Detroit,  who 
was  bom  in  Romeo,  December  8,  1845. 
Losing  his  first  wife  by  death  he  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Mary  J.  Ilerriman, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Herriman,  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  To  them  have 
been  born  seven  children,  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
All  are  married  and  muster  a  total  of  four- 
teen grandchildren. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  celebrated  the  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  their  marriage  on  the 
21st  of  January,  1902,  in  a  qniet  way  at  the 
home  of  their  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Luttenbacher,   of  New  ITaveii.     ;\Iany  mub- 


Ktantial  tokens  of  esteem  and  affection  were 
presented  them  on  the  occasion,  among  them 
may  be  mentioned  fifty  dollars  iu  gold  by 
express  from  their  youngest  son,  living  in 
Portland,  Oregon, 

Mr.  Russell  entered  the  Methodist  minis- 
try when  in  his  twenty-first  year,  and  by 
studiou-s  habits  and  his  rare  gifts  as  a  public 
speaker  has  continiied  to  hold  an  honorable 
and  inlluential  place  in  the  profession  for 
more  than  sixty  years.  The  following  are 
among  the  places  where  he  has  served 
churches  with  great  acceptability :  Romeo, 
Port  Huron.  Blount  Clemens,  Utiea,  Wash- 
ington, Ypsilanti,  Detroit,  Flint,  Pontiae  and 
Marquette.  He  has  also  served  two  terms 
of  four  years  each  as  presiding  elder  of  a  dis- 
trict. Twice  he  has  been  elected  by  the  De- 
troit annual  conference  as  a  delegate  to  the 
general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  In  the  session  of  1880  he  was 
made  chairman  of  the  special  committee  on 
temperance  and  thoroughly  revised  the 
teachings  and  discipline  of  his  chnrch  on  that 
subject,  himself  writing  every  line  of  a  very 
elaborate  report  which  was  adopted  without 
amendment.  Through  his  whole  life  he  has 
been  a  total  abstainer  from  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  of  every  kind  and  from  the 
use  of  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  from  early 
manhood  he  has  advocated  the  complete  out- 
lawry of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  alco- 
holic beverages.  The  following,  written  by 
him,  has  stood  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 
as  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  on  the  temperance  question : 

"Temperance  in  its  broader  meaning  is 
distinctively  a  Christian  virtue,  enjoined  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  implies  a  subordina- 
tion of  the  emotions,  passions  and  appetites 
to  the  control  of  reason  and  conscience. 
Dietetieally  it  means  a  wise  use  of  suitable 
articles  of  food  and  drink  with  entire  ab- 
stinence from  such  as  are  known  to  be  hurt- 
ful. Both  science  and  human  experience 
agree  with  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  con- 
demning all  alcoholic  beverages  as  being 
neither  useful  nor  safe.  The  business  of 
manufacturing  and  of  vending  such  liquors 
is  also  against  the  principles  of  morality,  po- 
litical economy  and  the  public  welfare.  We 
therefore  regard  voluntary  total  abstinence 
from  all  intoxicants  as  the  true  ground  of 
personal  temperance  and  complete  legal  pro- 
hibition of  the  traffic  in  alcoholic  drinks  as 
the  duty  of  civil  government." 

The  above  paragraph  was  quite  exten- 
sively coiiinu'nded  by  the  press  when  it  first 
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appeared.  The  Biiltiniore  American  remark- 
ing that  the  author  was  "entitled  to  a  patent 
on  it  for  its  perspicuity  and  distinctness  of 
definition."  Perhaps  Mr.  Russell  will  be  as 
well  remembered  by  his  service  to  the  cause 
of  temperance  as  from  any  other  branch  of 
his  widely  extended  and  long  continued  pub- 
lie  career.  It  was  in  the  church  of  which  he 
was  then  pastor,  in  the  city  of  Detroit  in 
1852,  where  the  first  public  meeting  was 
held  to  organize  for  the  campaign  which 
secured  a  prohibitory  .statute  for  the  state 
in  the  following  year.  That  meeting  was 
addressed  by  Hon.  Jacob  M,  Howard,  Hon. 
"William  A.  Howard,  Dr.  George  Dufiield, 
Hon,  Ross  Wilkins  and  Rev.  John  A.  Baugh- 
man.  These  men  were  "giants  in  the  earth 
in  those  days."  He  was  part  owner  and 
joint  editor  of  the  Michigan  Advocate  pub- 
lished in  Detroit  during  that  struggle  for 
prohibition,  and  succeeded  in  helping  to  se- 
cure more  than  eighteen  thousand  majority 
for  the  law  at  a  special  election  to  test  that 
question,  in  Jime,  1853,  and  which  deter- 
mined the  policy  of  the  state  until  1875.  He 
has  co-operated  with  most  of  the  leading 
temperance  organizations  during  his  time, 
joining  the  Sons  of  Temperance  at  Mount 
Clemens  in  1848.  In  1863  he  was  elected 
as  presiding  officer  of  the  order  of  Good 
Templars  in  the  state,  to  which  position  he 
was  re-eteeted  annually  for  ten  years,  the 
membership  increasing  more  than  thirty 
thousand  during  his  administration.  He  was 
also  twice  placed  at  the  head  of  that  order 
in  the  world  and  presided  over  the  first  ses- 
sion ever  held  east  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  city 
of  London,  England.  So  satisfactory  were 
his  services  in  that  olRce  that  on  leaving  the 
chair  the  English  delegates  pr^ented  him  a 
beautiful  and  expensive  gold  watch  as  a 
souvenir,  inscribed  as  follows:  "Presented 
to  the  Rev.  John  RusseU,  Right  Worthy 
Grand  Templar  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit 
to  London,  England,  as  presiding  officer  of 
the  Right  Worthv  Grand  Lodge  of  the  I.  0. 
of  G.  T.,  July  25,  1873."  During  the  two 
years  following  his  presidency  this  order 
employed  him  as  their  grand  lecturer,  en- 
abling him  to  visit  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  largest  cities  of  Great  Britain, 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  Although 
his  theme  was  one  not  calculated  to  elicit 
very  much  sympathy  or  commendation  from 
the  secular  press,  yet  a  volume  might  be 
composed  of  favorable  notices  of  his  plat- 
form speeches  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad.     A  brief  excerpta  will  be  in  place 


here:  The  New  Haven  Daily  Palladium 
(Connecticut)  said:  "He  is  a  man  of  great 
power  and  handles  his  subject  with  such  mas- 
terly skill  as  to  at  once  interest  thinking 
men  of  all  shades  of  sentiment."  "This 
gentleman  is  an  able  speaker  and  not  only 
the  friends  but  the  enemies  of  temperance 
should  hear  him." — Bay  City  Journal.  "As 
a  platform  speaker  Mr.  Russell  has  few 
equals  for  solid  logic,  keen  analysis  and  gen- 
uine wit.  He  is  a  debater  not  easily  worsted 
and  he  can  pierce  the  sophistries  of  oppon- 
ents with  masterly  skill.  "^Connecticut 
Journal.  "Mr.  Russell  is  a  man  of  decided 
ability  and  is  apparently  a  man  of  great  sin- 
cerity of  purpose.  He  speaks  forcibly  and  is 
at  times  quite  eloquent.  "-—Hartford  Cou- 
rant. 

In  1874  he  was  invited  to  deliver  a  4th 
of  July  address  on  prohibition  at  Eipon, 
Wisconsin.  Of  this  effort  the  Ripon  Free 
Press  spoke  in  part  as  follows:  "The 
speaker  showed  himself  familiar  with  his 
STibject  and  armed  with  most  convincing  ar- 
guments for  prohibition.  The  lecture  was 
one  of  the  grandest  efforts  ever  listened  to 
in  Eipon.  He  is  sowing  golden  grain  in  these 
parts."  After  a  visit  to  Delaware,  Ohio,  seat 
of  Wesley  an  University,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors writing  for  the  press  said:  "As  to 
the  address  of  Mr.  Russell  at  the  Opera 
House ;  in  point  of  argument  it  was  a  most 
masterly  one  and  as  a  specimen  of  oratory 
it  would  vie  with  the  best  efforts  of  Clay 
or  Webster.  Such  a  presentation  of  law, 
philosophy,  history  and  religion  was  never 
witnessed  in  any  one  man  in  Delaware  be- 
fore. This  is  not  merely  an  opinion  of  your 
correspondent  but  is  the  expressed  opinion 
of  the  ablest  and  most  talented  men  of  our 
educational  city."  The  late  Dr.  Arthur  Ed- 
wards, writing  editorially  in  the  Chicago 
Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  speaking 
of  his  work  in  the  temperance  reform,  says : 
"Mr.  Russell  has  grown  gray  in  the  combat 
and  to-day  he  occupies  the  only  consistent 
and  logical  ground  in  respect  to  this  greatest 
of  national  questions." 

On  the  approach  of  Mr.  Russell's  seventy- 
fifth  birthday,  friends  from  a  distance  sent 
him  many  congratulatory  letters.  We  have 
his  permission  to  insert  the  two  following  in 
this  place.  The  first  is  from  Dr.  I.  K.  Funk, 
of  the  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Publishing  Com- 
pany, New  York:  "My  Dear  Friend  and 
Brother:  Permit  me  as  your  seventy-fifth 
birthday  approaches  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  nnWe  te.stimony  that  you  have  borne  for 
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many  years  for  truth,  for  the  home,  for  man 
and  for  God.  Such  a  life  aa  yours  leads  ua 
to  think  more  nobly  of  the  entire  race.  May 
your  life  be  spared  for  many  long  years. 
Yours  for  the  absolute  destruction  of  the 
liquor  traffic,"  The  other  is  from  the  mar- 
velously  gifted  pen  of  that  saintly  woman. 
Miss  Francis  E.  Willard :  "Honored  and 
Dear  Brother :  You  have  influenced  my  life 
and  my  beliefs  for  good  and  for  this  I  write 
to  thank  you  on  your  seventy-iifth  birthday. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  temperance  men  and 
women  could  truthfully  say  the  same.  I  re- 
member vividly  your  presence  in  several 
temperance  conventions  and  if  I  were  to 
express  your  character  in  two  words  they 
would  be  'No  Compromise.'  You  have  from 
the  beginning  stood  for  the  truth  and  the 
whole  truth  as  you  saw  it  and  have  sacri- 
ficed yourself  on  its  altar.  Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  you  a  crown  of  life.  You  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  you  have  finished  your 
work,  you  have  kept  the  faith.  My  heart 
thanks  God  that  you  have  lived  and  wrought 
and  that  you  have  helped  me  to  be  a  better 
and  more  useful  woman.  In  another  country 
and  a  heavenly  I  hope  to  talk  with  you 

With  grateful  tongue 
Of  storms  and  trials  past 
And  to  praise  the  mighty  Pilot 
Who  brought  us  through  the  rapids. 

Believe  me  yours  with  every  good  wish  for 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  the  life  that  is  to 
come.    Francis  B.  Willard." 

Out  of  sixty-two  years  of  public  life  Mr. 
Bussell  has  maintained  a  residence  in  Ma- 
comb county  thirty-six  years.  Some  portions 
of  the  time  as  pastor  of  different  churches, 
at  other  times  traveling  at  large,  lecturing 
and  preaching,  and  still  in  other  years  edit- 
ing and  publishing  newspapers.  In  1864  he 
began  the  publication  of  the  Peninsular  Her- 
ald at  Romeo,  intended  chiefly  as  the  organ 
of  the  Good  Templar  organization  in  the 
state.  In  1866  his  son,  Captain  Charles  P. 
Russell,  having  returned  from  the  Civil  war, 
they  removed  with  the  Herald  to  Detroit, 
where  J.  Russell  &  Son  continued  its  pub- 
lication for  six  years  longer.  At  first  the 
Herald  had  no  office  of  its  own,  but  hired  the 
mechanical  work  done  in  the  office  of  the 
Romeo  Argus.  Only  a  few  numbers  of  the 
Herald  had  been  issued  when  the  Argus  of- 
fice was  consumed  by  fire.  This  was  a  great 
local  calamity  and  to  the  proprietor  of  both 


journals  presented  a  difGenlt  problem.  The 
Phoenix  would  not  rise  from  her  a.shes  with- 
out strong  financial  wings.  But  the  princi- 
pal citizens  of  that  enterprising  village 
evinced  their  confidence  in  Mr.  Russell  by 
presenting  him  a  spot  cash  bonus  of  two 
thousand  dollars  to  start  up  with,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  would  guarantee  the  publication 
of  a  local  paper  there  for  the  next  ten  years. 
Whereupon  he  added  to  the  sum  presented 
by  the  citizens  in  the  purchase  of  an  office, 
re-issued  his  temperance  paper  and  founded 
the  Romeo  Observer,  which,  although  chang- 
ing hands  several  times,  has  continued  unin- 
terruptedly for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  beautiful  and  somewhat  noted  Simp- 
son Park  campground,  situated  one  and  a 
half  miles  northwest  of  Romeo,  was  also  pur- 
chased on  Mr,  Russell's  suggestion  and  un- 
der his  administration  as  presiding  elder  of 
the  district  in  the  summer  of  1865.  He 
solicited  most  of  the  money  to  pay  for  it, 
preached  the  dedicatory  discourse  and  built 
the  first  cottage  on  the  ground. 

Politically  Mr.  Russell  has  also  been  a  re- 
former. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in 
1844,  in  the  township  of  Washington,  for 
James  G.  Birney,  the  anti-slavery  candidate, 
and  so  straight  through  on  the  same  side 
until  after  the  Civil  war.  In  1845  he  was 
invited  to  counsel  with  the  late  Hon.  Dexter 
!Muzzy  and  a  few  men  of  like  type  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  anti-slavery  vot- 
ers of  Macomb  county.  He  is  a  firm  be- 
liever in  well  organized  and  honorably  con- 
ducted political  parties.  To  him  a  citizen 
without  a  party  is  analogous  to  "a  man  with- 
out a  country."  Nevertheless,  he  does  not 
believe  that  any  party  in  this  country  can 
have  an  unconditioned  and  perpetual  char- 
ter. Political  prejudice  and  religious  big- 
otry are  both  distasteful  to  him.  Religion 
in  its  true  and  best  sense  lives  right  on,  while 
a  good  and  useful  ecclesiastical  organization 
of  one  age  may  by  bad  human  management 
become  effete  and  worthless  in  a  future  age. 
The  same  is  more  particularly  true  of  po- 
litical parties.  However,  not  every  trifling 
difference  of  opinion  among  citizens  wUl  jus- 
tify the  rending  of  old  party  ties  and  the 
formation  of  new  parties.  Yet  questions  of 
so  radical  a  nature  as  to  demand  a  re-align- 
ment of  voters  have  arisen  and  are  likely  to 
arise  in  this  country ;  then  it  may  become  un- 
patriotic to  adhere  to  old  parties  and  refuse 
to  form  new  ones.  Holding  these  general 
principles  sacred  he  has  acted  boldly  upon 
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them  in  dealitig  with  tiie  liquor  traffic. 
Hence  he  is  known,  and  wishes  to  be  the 
world  over,  as  the  "Father  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion Party."  He  does  not  wish  us  to  discuss 
here  either  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  his  course, 
but  does  desire  to  go  truthfully  and  square- 
ly on  record  in  this  respect.  Mr.  Russell 
wrote  the  first  article  favoring  sueh  an  or- 
ganization, presided  temporarily  over  its 
first  convention,  and  was  its  first  nominee  for 
the  vice  presidency,  was  the  first  chairman 
of  ite  national  committee  and  yet  continues, 
as  far  as  health  and  failing  strength  will 
permit,  to  champion  its  claims.  In  1892  his 
party  supported  him  for  governor  of  the 
state  and  he  has  several  times  been  nomi- 
nated for  congress,  always  leading  his  ticket 
in  the  number  of  votes  received. 

Two  pamphlets  written  by  him  some 
years  ago  have  probably  contributed  more 
than  any  other  documents  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  thinking  men  in  that  direction. 
One  is  entitled  "An  Adequate  Remedy  for  a 
National  Evil,"  and  the  other  "The  Liquor 
Traffic  versus  Political  Economy." 

He  is  a  believer  in  progress,  not  only  in 
science  and  in  the  arts,  but  in  philosophy, 
religion  and  government.  That  true  politics 
includes  the  "protection  of  citizens  in  their 
rights  with  the  preservation  and  improve- 
ment of  their  morals."  To  this  end  he  adopts 
the  sentiment  of  Lowell : 

"New  times  demand  new  measures  and  new 

men; 
The  world  advances  and  in  time  outgrows 
The  laws  that  in  our  fathers'  days  were  best; 
And,  doubtless,  after  us,  some  purer  scheme 
Will  be  shaped  out  by  wiser  men  than  we. 
Made  wiser  by  the  steady  growth  of  tnith." 


W.  F.  EDMUNDS. 


W._  F.  Edmunds  came  to  Michigan  from  the 
Empire  state,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Albany,  New  York,  June  20,  1851.  His  par- 
ents died  during  his  infancy  and  he  after- 
wards made  his  home  with  Peter  Stanley, 
who  went  to  Barry  county,  Michigan,  in 
1863.  "When  a  youth  of  only  twelve  years  he 
began  life  for  himself  by  working  as  a  farm- 
hand during  the  summer  months,  while  in  the 
winter  seasons  he  continued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  the  county,  and  later 
at  Ann  Arbor.    It  was  in  that  city  he  became 


connected  with  the  family  whose  name  he 
finally  adopted.  He  was  married  December 
16,  1877,  to  Miss  Anna  LoweU,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Warwick)  Lowell,  of  New 
Haven,  Michigan,  and  began  operating  a 
farm  on  shares  near  Battle  Creek  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  about  three  years. 

The  year  1880  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Ma- 
comb county,  where  he  purchased  the 
"Light"  farm  in  Lenox  township,  where  he 
remained  for  twelve  years,  placing  the  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Removing 
to  New  Haven  in  1892  he  has  since  been  con- 
nected with  the  grain  trade,  building  the  large 
storage  and  implement  house  known  as  Mae- 
cabee  Hal!,  This  he  sold  in  1901,  and  for  a 
year  retired  from  business.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period  he  purchased  the  New  Ha- 
ven Roller  Mills,  which  he  remodeled  and 
equipped  with  new  machinery  throughoiit, 
and  is  now  doing  a  very  successful  and  ex- 
tensive business  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 
In  1899  Mr.  Edmunds  huilt  his  beautiful 
residence  on  West  Main  street.  It  is  a  mod- 
ern structure,  attractive  in  architecture, 
tasteful  in  its  furnishings  and  especially 
pleasing  because  of  its  "homey"  air  and 
warm-hearted  hospitality.  A  daiighter,  Es- 
ther Victoria,  an  only  child,  is  the  treasured 
jewel  in  this  beautiful  home-setting. 

Mr.  Edmunds  has  long  been  identified  as 
one  of  the  influential  and  prominent  citizens 
of  his  town.  He  has  held  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Lenox  township,  supervisor  for 
two  years,  treasurer  for  two  years,  served  as 
president  of  the  village  for  several  years,  and 
has  had  a  position  on  the  New  Haven  school 
board  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mr.  Edmunds  is  also  a  representative  of 
industrialism  in  New  Haven.  Besides  being 
the  owner  of  the  New  Haven  Roller  Mills  and 
considerable  other  property,  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  stockholders  and  president  of  the  New 
Haven  Elgin  Creamery  Company  and  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  New  Haven  Savings 
Bank,  of  which  he  has  continuously  ser\'ed  as 
president.  He  has  likewise  been  a  factor  in 
the  promotion  of  various  other  schemes  of 
public  enterprises,  successful  and  otherwise. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  New 
Haven  lodge,  I.  0.  0,  F.,  and  stands  to-day  as 
a  typical  representative  of  the  spirit  of  the 
times;  closely  in  touch  with  the  world's  prog- 
ress, possessing  an  intellectual  force  which  en- 
ables him  to  understand  existing  conditions, 
to  correctly  value  possibilities  and  utilize  op- 
portunities, not  only  in  the  fields  of  com- 
merce and  finance  but  also  in  public  matters 
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where  the  general  interests  of  society  are  af- 
fected. He  forms  his  plaiis  readily  and  is 
determined  in  his  execution.  Moreover,  his 
business  methods  are  such  as  will  bear  the 
closest  investigation,  or  most  critical  scrutiny 
into  his  integrity. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  W.  P.  Edm.unds,  so 
closely  allied  as  they  were  with  the  pioneer 
life  of  Macomb  county,  seem  appropriately 
entitled  to  honorable  mention  in  connection 
with  this  family  history. 

Henry  Lowell  was  born  in  Bennington 
county,  Vermont,  in  1825.  His  father,  Peter 
Lowell,  while  a  student  in  Sweden  was  taken 
prisoner  by  pirates  while  on  a  pleasure  trip 
with  his  uncle,  who  was  master  of  a  merchant 
craft,  and  for  nine  years  had  no  opportunity 
to  escape.  Although  attempts  were  repeat- 
edly made,  punishment  was  his  only  reward, 
but  finally,  under  cover  of  darkness,  he 
jumped  overboard  while  near  Boston  harbor 
and  swimming  three  miles  succeeded  in 
reaching  land  and  eventually  made  his  way 
to  Vermont,  where  he  married  Nancy  Smith 
and  settled.  He  died  about  1828,  his  son 
Henry  being  at  that  time  three  yeai«  of  age. 
The  latter,  in  1848,  came  to  Macomb  county, 
settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  leased 
a  stave  and  heading  mill,  which  he  operated 
for  four  years.  He  married  Sarah  A.  War- 
wick in  January,  1853,  removed  to  New  Bal- 
timore and  continued  the  same  business  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Lenox  township  and  became  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  were 
carried  on  in  addition  to  the  operation  of 
a  sawmill  (about  1866)  until  1895,  when  he 
divided  his  farm  between  his  sons  and  re- 
moved, for  a  time,  to  New  Haven.  Later  he 
purchased  another  farm  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship and  renewed  his  labors,  giving  his  time 
and  energies  to  the  cultivation  of  his  fine 
farm  there  until  1901,  when  through  the  per- 
suasion of  his  children  he  again  consented  to 
give  up  such  a  strenuous  life  and  early  m 
March  of  that  year  returned  to  New  Haven 
to  enjoy  a  well-earned  rest,  but  before  he 
was  fairly  settled  in  his  new  home  he  passed 
away,  March  22,  1901.  His  wife  survived 
him  only  four  days. 

Sarah  A.  Warwick  was  bom  on  board  the 
ship  on  which  her  parents,  Richard  and  Mary 
(Randall)  Wanvick,  were  crossing  from  Eng- 
land to  America  in  1835.  The  captain  be- 
stowed upon  her  the  name  of  his  vessel  (Sarah 
Ann),  together  with  a  piece  of  gold,  as  was 
the  custom  of  those  times.  After  landing  at 
jMontreal  these  homeseokers  in  a  foreign  land, 


with  their  little  family,  made  their  way 
through  Canada  and  across  Lake  St.  Clair, 
settling  near  New  Baltimore,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Kidge,  where  bears  and  Indians 
were  then  their  nearest  neighbors.  Both  her 
parents  dying  while  she  was  still  a  child,  she 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  Robert  Knight  on 
the  Gratiot  turnpike,  where  she  was  kindly 
given  a  good  home  until  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Lowell.  Three  sons  and  one  daughter  sur- 
vive them  and  a  kindly  remembrance  by 
hosts  of  friends. 


CAPTAIN  SYDENHAM  SCOTT. 

Captain  Sydenham  Scott,  of  Mount  Cleiu- 
ens,  one  of  the  best  known  representatives 
of  navigation  interests  on  the  eastern  coast, 
was  born  in  Detroit,  June  21,  1843,  a  son 
of  George  Scott,  a  native  of  London,  Eng:- 
land,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1837  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Windsor,  Canada,  where 
he  lived  for  five  years.  He  was  a  baker  by 
trade  and  for  many  years  followed  that 
pursuit.  About  1842  he  removed  to  Detroit 
and  it  was  there  that  Captain  Scott  was 
born,  but  the  parents  soon  removed  to  Mount 
Clemens  and  in  the  latter  city  the  captain 
pursued  his  education  until  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world. 

He  went  to  Detroit  where  he  secured  a  po- 
sition in  a  store  and  was  thus  employed  until 
seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Laki' 
Huron  and  for  twelve  years  was  engaged  in 
the  fishing  business.  He  next  sailed  on 
the  great  lakes  and  for  over  forty  years  fol- 
lowed that  vocation,  continuing  upon  the 
water  until  about  three  years  ago.  Winning 
advancement  and  promotion  he  was  soon 
made  master  of  a  vessel  and  has  since  been 
in  command  of  many.  He  was  first  master 
of  the  schooner,  John  Minor,  of  Detroit,  and 
has  since  had  charge  of  various  kinds  of 
boats,  including  both  freight  and  passenger 
steamers,  and  his  acquaintance  was  very 
wide  in  shipping  circles.  Three  years  ago  he 
left  the  water  and  returning  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens leased  the  Mount  Clemens  Hunting  & 
Fishing  Club. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Scott  is  a  repub- 
lican, having  long  supported  that  party  but 
without  political  aspiration  that  office  should 
be  given  him  in  recognition  of  his  party 
fealty.     He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Detroit 


Hostco  3,  Google 


CAPTAIX  SYDENHAM  SCOTT, 


>y  Google 


>y  Google 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


309 


and  now  holds  membership  in  the  lodge  at 
Mount  Clemens.  There  is  in  him  something 
usually  seen  in  those  who  battle  with  the 
forces  of  nature  and  learn  to  know  her  in  her 
varying  moods — a  sturdiness  and  strength 
of  purpose  that  command  confidence  and  in- 
spire respect.  His  circle  of  acquaintances 
is  extensive,  the  circle  of  his  friends  almost 
equally  so,  and  he  is  now  classed  with  the 
leading  citizens  of  Mount  Clemens. 


STONE  BROTHERS. 

The  Stone  brothers  are  well  known  in  Ma- 
comb county,  living  on  section  22,  Washing- 
ton township.  They  are  among  the  promi- 
nent farmers  of  their  locality,  owning  and 
operating  a  tract  of  land  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  known  as  the  old  Stone 
homestead.  This  is  a  well-improved  and  valu- 
able place  and  its  thrifty  appearance  indi- 
cates the  careful  supervision  of  the  owners. 

The  brothers  are  natives  of  this  county, 
having  been  born  on  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside,  the  date  of  Arthur  Stone's  birth 
being  January  20,  1865,  and  that  of  Omar  T. 
Stone,  March  5,  1867.  They  are  sons  of  WU- 
liam  A.  Stone,  who  was  born  on  the  same 
farm  in  1824,  and  in  turn  was  a  son  of  Aaron 
Stone,  who  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan 
among  the  first  settlers  who  established  homes 
in  Macomb  county.  He  entered  his  land  from 
the  government,  opened  up  his  farm  and  made 
a  good  home  for  hia  family.  The  Stone  broth- 
ers now  have  the  original  patents  which  were 
granted  to  their  grandfather,  giving  Iiim  own- 
ership to  the  land. 

William  A,  Stone  was  reared  upon  the 
homestead  farm  and,  having  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity,  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Lamb,  a  native  of  Macomb  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Squire  Lamb,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  here.  William  Stone  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  his  father's  farm  by  purchas- 
ing the  interests  of  the  other  heirs.  He  re- 
built and  improved  the  house,  built  a  bam 
and  in  course  of  time  purchased  more  land 
until  he  owned  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  became  recognized  in  his  community  as 
one  of  its  most  prominent  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Union  church  of  Washington  and  was  es- 
teemed by  friends  and  neighbors  for  the  pos- 
session of  those  qualities  which  in  every  land 
and  clime  awaken  respect  and  confidence. 
His  birth  occurred  November  24,  1824.     His 


first  wife  passed  away  about  1870  and  he 
afterward  married  again. 

There  are  three  sons  and  a  daughter  of  the 
first  marriage,  the  eldest  being  Dr.  W.  A. 
Stone,  who  is  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Asylum,  Arthur  and  Omar  T. 
are  the  next  of  the  family.  Helen  is  the  wife 
of  Judge  H.  A.  Lockwood,  who  is  now  on  the 
bench  of  the  Monroe  circuit  court. 

Arthur  and  Omar  T.  Stone  were  reared  on 
the  old  home  farm,  pursued  their  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  afterward  continued 
their  studies  in  the  Romeo  high  school.  Omar 
T.  Stone  also  attended  two  years  at  the  Mon- 
roe high  school,  while  their  brother,  who  is 
a  physician,  is  a  graduate  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  State  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor.  Arthur  and  Omar  T.  Stone 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  old  home  place,  thus  becoming  propriet- 
ors of  the  farm.  They  have  further  im- 
proved and  developed  this  and  are  successful 
in  their  chosen  work,  having  now  a  property 
which  is  classed  with  the  best  farms  in  this 
portion  of  the  state.    . 

Omar  T.  Stone  was  married  in  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  February  19,  1902,  to  Miss 
Kitty  Garvin,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  that  county  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Oxford.  After  completing  her 
own  education  she  engaged  in  teaching  for  a 
few  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  There  is  one 
daughter  by  this  marriage,  Elizabeth  A. 
Stone. 

In  political  affiliation  and  belief  the  Stone 
brothers  are  republicans,  stanch  and  active  in 
the  support  of  the  party,  yet  never  seeking  of- 
fice. Omar  T.  Stone  and  his  wife  attend  the 
Union  church  and  Mrs.  Stone  was  at  one  time 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  The 
brothers  are  members  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  affiliated  with  the  blue  lodge  at 
Romeo.  They  are  well  known  in  the  town  and 
in  the  county  as  men  of  sterling  character  and 
worth  and  are  much  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends. 


ROBERT  N.  JONES. 

Robert  N.  Jones,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Meade,  was  for  many  years  ac- 
tively interested  in  farming  in  Macomb  town- 
ship, where  he  owned  and  operated  a  tract  of 
land.  He  was  born  in  that  township,  April 
15,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  James  Jones  and  a 
brother  of  Charles  H.  Jones,  who  is  repre- 
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sonted  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Robert 
Jones  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  old  home 
farm,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority  and  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  He  was  married  in  Ch^- 
terfield  township,  Macomb  county,  February 
27,  1865,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Harriet  A.  Hart,  who  was  bom,  reared  and 
educated  in  Chesterfield  township.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Putnam  Hart  and  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
Charles  Jones. 

Following  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
located  on  a  farm  in  Macomb  township,  where 
he  had  fifty  acres  of  land,  which  he  at  once 
began  to  cultivate,  making  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  th<5  place.  In  due  course  of  time 
he  gathered  rich  harvests  and  year  by  year 
his  labors  were  thus  rewarded.  As  his  finan- 
cial resources  increased  he  purchased  more 
land  until  he  owned  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  Upon  his  farm  he  built  a  good  resi- 
dence, two  good  bams  and  two  windmills,  one 
of  which  was  for  pumping  purposes  while  the 
other  furnished  power  for  grinding  feed.  He 
likewise  planted  an  orchard,  put  in  stock 
scales  and,  in  fact,  added  all  modern  equip- 
ments, accessories  and  conveniences  to  his 
farm  until  it  became  one  of  the  valuable  prop- 
erties of  the  township.  He  raised  and  fed 
stock  and  also  engaged  in  the  dairy  busine^. 
Each  year  he  fed  a  large  number  of  cattle  and 
in  this  branch  of  his  business  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. In  all  departments  of  his  labor,  how- 
ever, he  prospered  and  thus  added  to  his  capi- 
tal year  by  year  until  he  was  at  length  en- 
abled to  retire  from  active  biisiness  life  in 
1902.  In  that  year  he  rented  his  farm  and 
purchased  the  residence  property  which  he 
now  occupies  in  Meade.  He  has  repaired  and 
rebuilt  the  house  and  now  has  a  neat  home, 
pleasantly  furnished.  In  1905  he  sold  eighty 
acres  of  his  farm  to  his  son,  who  is  on  the 
home  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  been  born 
four  children,  who  are  yet  living :  Flora,  the 
wife  of  Francis  Furton,  a  farmer  of  Macomb 
township ;  James,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  near  Meridian,  Mississippi ; 
DeUa,  the  wife  of  Judson  Wright,  a  carpen- 
ter and  machinist  of  Meade;  and  Hart  H., 
who  owns  eighty  acres  of  the  old  homestead 
and  is  operating  the  entire  farm,  being  an 
enterprising,  progressive  agriculturist  and 
stock-dealer. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jones  is  a  demo- 
crat, but  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  of- 
fice have  had  no  attraction  for  hiin  as  he  has 
preferred  to  concentrate  his  energies  upon  his 


business  affairs.  He  has  so  directed  his  la- 
bors throughout  his  entire  life  that  a  very  de- 
sirable competence  has  rewarded  his  judg- 
ment, careful  management  and  untiring  in- 
dustry and  to-day  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil  in  a  plca.sant  home  in 
Meade. 


JOHN  HOOKER. 

John  Hooker,  residing  in  New  Baltimore, 
has  extensive  and  important  agricultural  in- 
terests in  Macomb  county.  He  was  born  in 
the  town  where  he  yet  lives,  his  natal  day 
being  November  14,  1865.  His  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  in  active  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  father,  Cortez 
P,  Hooker,  was  bom  at  Hampton,  Washing- 
ton county,  New  York,  in  1814,  and  became 
a  resident  of  Washington  township,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  in  1837.  There  he  engaged 
in  farmmg  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to 
Romeo  and  afterward  to  Ashley,  now  New 
Baltimore,  where  he  carried  on  merchandis- 
ing until  1857.  He  then  again  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  was  extensively  engaged  during  the  last 
nineteen  years  of  his  life,  having  large  land- 
ed interests,  while  his  fields  were  placed  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  prom- 
inent and  influential  in  public  affairs  and  his 
efforts  and  opinions  did  much  to  mold  pub- 
lic thought  and  action.  He  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  a  number  of  years,  was 
county  superintendent  of  the  poor,  president 
of  the  village  council  and  also  served  as  al- 
derman for  several  terms,  but  still  higher 
political  honors  were  also  accorded  him,  for 
in  1849  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict in  tile  lower  house  of  the  state  legis- 
lature and  in  1855  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  state  senate.  His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  democracy  and  he  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth 
and  insure  the  success  of  his  party,  yet  he 
never  sacrificed  the  welfare  of  his  constitu- 
ents or  of  the  commonwealth  to  partisan 
measures.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Margaret  Axford,  whom  he  wed- 
ded in  1842  and  sh-,i  died  in  New  Balti- 
more in  1861.  For  h^  second  wife  he  chose 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Aratns 
Smith,  of  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  children :  John  and  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Frederick  L.  Burdon,  a  prac- 
ticising  physician  of  London,  Ontario.  The 
father  died  in  New  Baltimore,  in  1886,  but 
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tile  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  son  in  New  Baltimore.  Papers  have 
been  found  whereby  her  ancestry  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  gentry  of  England,  the 
Hooker  family  possessing  a  coat  of  arms 
which  was  presented  to  them  by  one  of  the 
English  kings. 

John  Hooker  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  county  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  and  in 
1882  he  matriculated  in  the  Slichigan  State 
Agricultural  College,  at  Lansing,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  on  the  completion  of  a 
regular  course,  with  the  class  of  1886.  The 
same  year  be  entered  the  American  Veterin- 
ary College  in  New  York  and  graduated 
therefrom  in  1889.  In  the  fall  of  1895  he 
entered  upon  a  course  of  study  in  the  Michi- 
gan College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  at  De- 
troit, and  was  graduated  in  1897.  He  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  New  Baltimore,  but 
has  given  little  time  to  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
upon  his  agricultural  pursuits  and  kindred 
interests.  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the 
New  Baltimore  Creamery,  the  Chesterfield 
Creamery  and  the  New  Baltimore  Elevator 
Company.  He  likewise  owns  a  farm  of  over 
two  hundred  acres  near  the  town  and  sev- 
eral other  valuable  tracts  of  land  in  the 
township.  He  takes  a  very  active  interest 
in  agricultural  work  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  New  Baltimore  and  was  also  justice 
of  the  peace  for  several  years. 


"VVINENT  H.   D.   FOX. 

Winent  H.  D.  Fox,  who  has  gained  distinc- 
tion at  the  Macomb  county  bar.  and  who  is 
well  known  throughout  Michigan  as  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  prohibition  party, 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  portion  of  the 
state,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  section  8, 
Clinton  township,  June  19.  1864,  his  par- 
ents being  Henry  L.  and  Desdemona  CWil- 
liams)  Pox,  the  foniier  a  native  of  this  coun- 
ty and  the  latter  of  Onondaga  county.  New 
York,  His  great-grandfather.  Joel  Fox,  of 
^laybrook,  Connecticut,  after  living  for  a 
time  in  New  York,  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Maeomb  county  during  the  pioneer 
epoch  in  its  history.  His  son,  Henry  Fox, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1806.  and  in  1833 
removed  from  the  Empire  state  to  Michigan, 
settling  first  in  this  county  and  then   near 


Port  Huron,  where  he  purchased  timber  land 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  until 
1850,  when  he  returned  to  Macomb  county, 
settling  in  Clinton  township.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  captain  of  the  state  militia.  He  died 
in  1857,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Avery, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  died  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Gustavus  A. 
Fox,  a  brother  of  Henry  Fox,  was  born  in 
1810  and  died  November  17,  1904,  aged  nine- 
ty-four years.  He  made  his  home  in  Clinton 
township  on  a  farm  which  he  entered  from 
the  government  soon  after  coming  to  this 
state. 

Henry  L.  Pox,  son  of  Captain  Henry  and 
Slary  (Avery)  Pox,  was  about  five  years  of 
age,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  the  vicinity  of  Port  Huron, 
and  there  he  afterward  assisted  his  father  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1850,  when  they 
became  residents  of  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  Here  he  followed  carpentering, 
coopering  and  farming  for  many  years.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  democratic 
party  for  a  long  period,  but  in  his  later  life 
he  became  a  prohibitionist.  He  died  March 
17,  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife,  who  came  to  Mount  Clemens  with  her 
parents  in  1833,  when  ten  years  of  age,  died 
May  11,  1905,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Her 
parents  were  Ceorge  F.  and  Elsie  {Vander- 
werker)  "WiUiams.  Her  father,  who  was  a 
veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  died  in  1871  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years,  while  his  wife  died  in 
1863,  when  sixty-seven  years  of  age.  Of  their 
familv  the  following  are  now  living :  Ruth 
IT.,  the  widow  of  Gilbert  Dolson.  of  New  Ha- 
ven. .Michigan;  Winent  V.,  of  Kansas;  and 
Jlahala  A.,  of  New  Haven,  Michigan,  for 
many  years  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Ma- 
comb county. 

Winent  H.  D.  Fox  began  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Lenox  township  and 
was  graduated  from  the  New  Haven  high 
school  in  the  class  of  1883.  His  youth  was 
spent  on  the  home  farm  and  in  1882  he  began 
teaching  school,  at  the  same  time  keeping  up 
his  high  school  studies.  During  the  period 
of  his  teaching  he  was  principal  of  the  Wash- 
ington and  Memphis  schools  in  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  he  followed  the  profession  until  1893. 
when  he  began  reading  law.  On  January  1, 
1894,  he  became  a  student  in  the  law  office 
of  B.  R.  Erskine  of  Mount  Clemens  and  sub- 
sequently pursued  a  course  in  the  Detroit  Col- 
lege of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  on 
April  22,   1899.     He  was  then   admitted  to 
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praetieo  at  the  Michigan  bar  and  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  circuit  court.  On  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1900,  he  severed  his  connection  with  Mr. 
Erskine  and  became  associated  with  Alfred 
J,  Parlier,  under  the  firm  name  of  Fox  &  Par- 
ker, a  relation  that  was  maintained  until  June 
1,  1902,  since  which  time  he  has  engaged  in 
general  practice  alone.  He  always  enters  the 
courtroom  well  prepared  to  present  his  cause 
in  clear  and  forceful  manner  and  to  with- 
stand the  attacks  of  the  adversary,  his  co- 
gent reasoning  and  logical  deductions  being 
strong  points  in  his  favor. 

Mr.  Fox  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
democratic  party,  but  in  1883  lie  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  prohibition  party  and  in  1903 
was  its  candidate  for  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  receiving  fourteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eleven  votes.  He  was  candidate  for 
attorney  general  of  Michigan  in  1902.  His 
political  position  accords  with  his  entire  life 
record — being  characterized  by  a  fearless  de- 
fense of  his  honest  convictions  and  his  stal- 
wart support  of  the  principles  in  which  he 
believes.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  the  World,  the 
Knights  of  the  Blodem  Maccabees,  the  Mod- 
em Woodmen  and  the  National  Association 
of  Stationary  Engineers.  He  was  married 
September  12,  1899,  to  Elsie  M.  Parrott,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Parrott,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  a  son,  George 
Henry,  born  July  6,  1900.  In  the  county 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  Mr.  Fox 
has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance,  and 
valuing  his  own  self-respect  more  than  any 
place  or  prominence  that  he  might  gain  by 
the  sacrifice  of  his  principles,  he  has  also  won 
the  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 


CHARLES  L.  PHELPS. 

Charles  L.  Phelps,  manager  of  the  New  Ha- 
ven Lumber  &  Coal  Company,  was  bom  at  the 
crossing  of  Gratiot  and  the  old  Romeo  plank 
roads  in  Lenox  township,  October  21,  1861, 
his  parents  being  Josiah  Louis  and  Calestia 
C.  (Ford)  Phelps,  The  father,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1814,  came  to  Macomb 
county  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli- 
jah Phelps,  about  1831.  The  grandfather 
purchased  government  land  in  Lenox  town- 
ship on  the  Gratiot  turnpike  road,  where  he 
endured  the  hardships  of  the  early  pioneers 
in  opening  up  and  improving  a  farm.  He 
persistently  carried  on  his  work,  however,  un- 
til he  had  a  valuable  property,  which  he  after- 


ward divided  among  his  children.  Of  his 
family  three  sons,  William,  Edward  and  Jo- 
siah Louis,  also  spent  their  lives  in  Maeorab 
county  and  died  here,  with  the  exception  of 
William,  who  departed  this  life  in  Kansas. 

Josiah  L.  Phelps  lived  on  part  of  the  origi- 
nal homestead  and  with  the  family  endured 
all  the  trials  and  privations  incident  to  the 
development  of  a  farm  in  a,  pioneer  district, 
giving  his  attention  through  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  married  Miss  Calestia  C. 
Ford,  a  daughter  of  Gardner  and  Samantlia 
Ford,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Ohio  re- 
spectively, who  came  to  Michigan  in  1846,  set- 
tling in  Lenox  township  two  miles  north  of 
New  Haven.  Mr.  Ford  was  a  painter  by  trade 
and  died  in  1856,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1876.  The  death  of  Josiah  L,  Phelps  also 
occurred  in  1876.  His  widow  and  sons  are 
still  li\"ing  in  New  Haven,  and  one  of  the  sons 
is  now  in  charge  of  the  New  Haven  power 
house. 

The  other  son,  Charles  L.  Phelps,  was  a 
student  in  the  district  schools  of  New  Haven 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  began  work- 
ing in  Hazelton's  mill,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed until  1881,  when  he  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington, Macomb  county,  where  he  worked  in 
the  sawmill  for  thirteen  years.  In  1894  lie 
went  to  Detroit  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
firm  of  Brownlee  &  Company  until  1898,  when 
he  again  eame  to  New  Haven,  where  he  or- 
ganized the  New  Haven  Lumber  &  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  the  largest  stockholder 
and  is  now  the  manager.  This  has  proved  a 
prosperous  business  venture,  a  large  and  prof- 
itable trade  having  been  secured. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1887.  Mr.  Phelps 
was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  E.  Briggs,  » 
daughter  of  Jacob  Briggs,  of  Chesterfield 
township.  She  died  July  31,  1900,  leaving  a 
son,  Glenn  C.  On  the  27th  of  November, 
1902,  Mr.  Phelps  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie 
S.  Simmons,  a  daughter  of  Wesley  Simmons, 
of  Lenox  township,  and  by  this  marriage 
there  is  one  son,  Stanford  N.  Mrs.  Phelps' 
father  was  horn  in  Chesterfield  township, 
January  31,  1840,  and  was  a  son  of  Cyrus  B, 
Simmons,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Oneida 
county.  New  York,  in  1813.  The  latter  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1832  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  government  land  on  section  7,  in 
what  is  now  Chesterfield  township,  the  deed 
being  signed  by  Martin  Van  Buren,  then 
president  of  the  United  States.  His  first  work 
was  to  clear  enough  land  in  order  to  plant 
pome  grain.  Having  no  saw,  all  of  the  timber 
was  (;ut  down  with  an  a.x,    Wiion  a  small  <;rop 
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liad  been  put  in  Mr.  Simmons  undertook  the 
work  of  cutting  a  road,  he  and  other  neigh- 
bors going  as  far  as  Fairchild  and  then  work- 
ing back  toward  their  own  homes.  He  made 
the  first  cart  used  in  this  section,  constructing 
it  by  cutting  a  lai^e  log  and  joining  the 
blocks  with  iron  bands.  His  labors  were 
not  alone  for  his  own  welfare,  for  he  was 
likewise  interested  in  school  work  and  was 
one  of  the  first  members  of  the  school  board 
of  district  No.  3,  He  also  aided  in  building 
the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  on  Gra- 
tiot road,  and  thus  he  contributed  in  no  im- 
material manner  to  the  substantial  npbuildii^ 
of  intellectual  and  moral  progress  of  this 
community.    He  died  January  26,  1886. 

"Wesley  Simmons,  father  of  Mrs.  Phelps, 
was  educated  in  district  No,  d,  Clinton  town- 
ship, and  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  he  remained 
upon  his  father's  farm  until  his  marriage  in 
1866,  after  which  he  located  upon  a  tract  of 
land  of  forty  acres  in  Lenox  township,  given 
him  by  his  father.  He,  too,  served  on  the 
school  board  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
New  Haven  Congregational  church.  He  died 
January  24,  1892,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
November  27, 1903'  They  left  three  children : 
Edwin  J.,  who  is  living  on  the  home  farm; 
Carrie  S.,  now  Mrs.  Phelps;  and  Angie  M., 
now  Mrs.  W.  Ewait,  who  is  living  with  her 
sister  in  New  Haven,  Mrs,  Phelps  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  School,  while 
Angie  was  a  graduate  in  elocution  of  the 
Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  of  the  class 
of  1898.  The  life  history  of  Mr.  Phelps  is 
that  of  a  self-made  man.  Success  comes  not 
to  him  who  idly  waits,  but  to  the  faithful 
toiler  whose  characteristics  are  intelligence 
and  force  and  who  has  the  foresight  and  keen- 
ness of  mental  vision,  who  Imows  when,  where 
and  how  to  exercise  his  energies.  Mr.  Phelps 
without  any  pecuniary  assistance  at  the  out- 
set of  his  career  has  so  utilized  his  opportuni- 
ties and  directed  his  efforts  that  his  position 
in  business  circles  has  long  been  assured,  for 
during  many  years  he  has  been  accounted  one 
of  the  forceful  and  valued  factors  in  com- 
mertiial  life  in  New  Haven. 


HON,  JOHN  E.  BARRINGEE. 

Hon.  John  E.  Bari'inger  has  wielded  a  wide 
influence  in  public  affairs  for  many  years  and 
his  efforts  have  been  so  directed  as  to  prove 
of  signal  usefulness  in  promoting  the  general 
welfare.  In  local  interests  and  as  state  sena- 
tor he  has  been  the  champion  of  many  move- 


ments for  the  public  good  and  his  labors  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial. 

Mr,  Barringer  is  a  native  of  Ontario  county. 
New  York,  his  birth  having  oecured  in  Bris- 
tol township,  July  16,  1841,  his  parents  being 
Ebenezer  V.  and  RoziUa  (Packard)  Barrin- 
ger. In  the  paternal  line  he  comes  of  Holland 
ancestry,  his  grandfather,  a  native  of  the  land 
of  dykes,  emigrating  to  America  and  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
His  son.  Ebenezer  F.  Barringer,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  county,  not  far  from  Albany,  and 
became  a  farmer.  He  was  also  a  captain  in 
the  militia.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state  and  both  have  passed  away.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  John  E., 
Gooding  P.,  a  farmer  of  Ontario  county.  New 
York ;  and  Phoebe  Adeline,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Olmstead,  who  is  livii^  in  Ontario  county, 
New  York. 

John  E,  Barringer,  having  begun  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  continued  his 
studies  in  a  select  school  and  in  an  academy 
at  Canandaigua,  New  York,  which  town  was 
named  for  a  tribe  of  Indians  bearing  that  ap- 
pellation. His  youth  was  passed  upon  his 
father's  farm  and  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  began  teaching,  which  profession  he 
followed  for  four  or  five  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  be- 
coming a  student  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  In  the  fall 
of  1863  he  located  in  Armada,  where  he  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
which  he  followed  successfully  until  the  fall 
of  1878  when  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  in- 
capacitated him  for  further  effort  in  that 
direction. 

This  did  not,  however,  prove  a  bar  to  his 
usefulness  in  the  community,  for  he  has  taken 
a  very  active  and  helpful  part  in  public  af- 
fairs, being  closely  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  township  and  county.  He  was 
president  of  the  village  of  Armada  for  two 
terms,  a  director  of  the  union  school  for  many 
years,  township  treasurer  for  two  terms  and 
county  treasurer  for  two  terms.  In  1887-8 
he  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate  and  took 
a  helpful  part  in  framing  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth,  being  the  earnest  champion 
of  all  acts  which  he  believed  would  prove  ben- 
eficial and  opposing  as  strongly  all  measures 
which  he  deemed  detrimental.  He  was  always 
a  stanch  democrat  until  the  free  silver  issue 
arose,  since  which  time  he  has  been  independ- 
ent in  his  political  affiliation.  He  tecame  one 
of  the  charter  members  of  the  Armada  Agri- 
cidtural  Society,  of  which  he  served  as  see- 


3'8 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OP   JVIACOMB    COUNTY 


retary  for  twelve  years,  and  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  "Winans  to  tlie  position  of  state 
stock  commissioner,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  for  six  years.  He  is  now  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Farmers  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  of  Macomb  county. 

Dr.  Barringer  married  Miss  Antoinette  Per- 
kins, who  was  born -in  Ontario  county,  New 
York,  August  7,  1839,  and  was  educated  in 
select  schools  of  that  state,  after  which  she 
taught  school  for  two  years.  Unto  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Barringer  were  horn  two  children :  Hor- 
ace P.,  the  elder,  born  May  12,  1866,  is  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Detroit  "White  Lead 
Ware  Company  and  resides  in  Armada.  He 
married  Blva  Freeman,  a  daughter  of  New- 
man Freeman,  and  they  have  one  child,  Ger- 
trude. Alice  A.,  born  June  11,  1870,  is  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Dr.  Barringer  has  membership  relations 
with  the  Grange.  He  has  been  a  Mason  since 
1864,  was  master  of  his  lodge  for  fifteen  years 
and  belongs  to  the  chapter.  Few  citizens  of 
Armada  are  more  widely  tnown  and  none  are 
held  in  higher  regard  throiigliout  the  state 
than  is  Dr.  Barringer,  whose  professional  and 
business  career,  as  well  as  his  activity  in  pub- 
lic life,  entitles  him  to  the  confidence  and 
trust  of  his  fellowmen,  whom  he  has  faith- 
fully served  in  many  positions  of  responsi- 
bility. He  has  long  been  regarded  as  a  leader 
of  public  thought  and  action  and  has  been 
and  is  distinctively  a  man  of  prominence  and 
influence  in  this  state. 


SABIN  I.  STUMP. 

Sabin  I.  Stump  is  a  grain  dealei-  of  Armada, 
who  owns  a  fine  elevator  well  equipped  for  the 
conduct  of  business  of  that  character.  He  is 
a  native  son  of  Armada  township,  born  Au- 
gust 15, 1857,  his  parents  being  Levi  and  Har- 
riet (Newhall)  Stump.  The  father  was  bom 
in  New  York  and  with  his  parents  came  to 
Michigan  about  1836,  the  family  home  being 
established  north  of  the  present  site  of  Eich- 
mond.  Leonard  Stump,  the  grandfather,  be- 
came a  pioneer  resident  of  this  part  of  the 
state  and  there  developed  a  good  farm.  In 
his  family  were  the  following  named :  Henry, 
Levi,  Chester,  Horace  and  two  daughters, 
Mary  and  Delia.  Horace  Stump  is  now  in 
Chicago  with  the  National  Express  Company, 
having  made  his  home  in  that  city  from  his 
boyhood  days  to  the  present. 

Levi  Stump  was  for  many  years  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  owned  a  good  tract  of 


land,  richly  cultivated,  northwest  of  Armada 
but  at  length  he  determined  to  live  a  retired 
life  and  removed  to  Armada,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home.  He  yet  owns  twenty-one 
acres  of  land  while  the  old  farm  homestead  is 
in  possession  of  his  son  Sabin.  The  father  was 
married  twice  and  his  second  wife  is  now  de- 
ceased. There  were  three  children  of  the  first 
marriage:  John  H.,  who  began  business  as  a 
farmer,  is  now  a  lumber  merchant  and  owner 
of  a  veneer  plant  at  Armada.  He  is  married 
and  has  one  son.  Sabin  is  the  next  yoiinger. 
Elizabeth,  who  was  keeping  house  for  John 
Stump,  was  burned  to  death  in  an  apple  dryc^r 
when  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

Sabin  I.  Stump  completed  his  education  by 
study  in  the  high  school  at  Armada  and  later 
he  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  years.  He 
afterward  followed  farming  for  three  years 
upon  land  owned  by  Mr.  Case  west  of  the 
town.  He  then  came  to  the  village  of  Armada. 
where  he  built  an  elevator,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing. He  began  buying  grain  in  the  old  station 
house  and  in  1884  he  built  an  elevator  in  order 
to  facilitate  his  business.  In  1898  he  erected 
a  stiU  more  modern  elevator  all  finished  in 
hardwood  and  equipped  with  a  complete  bean 
plant  which  was  installed  at  a  cost  of  fifteen 
hunderd  dollars.  He  also  has  his  own  electric 
light  plant  and  everything  about  his  place  ia 
most  modern  in  construction,  showing  his 
familiarity  with  all  progressive  ideas  con- 
nected with  his  line  of  trade.  He  also  has  a 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  quarter-sawed 
oak  and  is  now  making  fine  panels. 

In  1879  Mr.  Stump  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mias  Olive  Case  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living, 
but  Carl,  the  eldest,  is  deceased.  Vida,  who 
was  educated  in  the  high  school  and  in  a  busi- 
ness college  in  Detroit,  is  now  assisting  her 
father  in  business.  Hazel  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Armada.  Olive  is  deceased. 
Clyde  is  attending  the  public  schools  of  Ar- 
mada and  Clarence  completes  the  family.  The 
eldest  son  was  a  graduate  of  the  high  school 
of  Armada,  also  of  the  Ypsilanti  Normal 
School  and  had  a  life  certificate  as  a  teacher, 
but  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  Stump  was  formerly  a  democrat  in  his 
political  views  hut  now  gives  his  political  alle- 
giance to  the  republican  party.  He  has  been 
township  treasurer  and  president  of  the  vil- 
lage hoard.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Armada  and  is  also  identified  with  the 
Foresters  and  the  Maccabees,  while  both  he 
and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Congregational 
chiii-ch.      They    are    widely    and    favorably 
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known  in  social  circles  here  and  his  business 
prominence  is  acknowledged  by  all,  for  he  has 
the  capability  which  enables  him  to  readily  un- 
derstand intricate  business  situations  and  to 
furnish  the  problem  for  their  sohition. 


OEOKGE  "W.  BRABB. 

George  "W.  Brabb,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Romeo,  was  for  a  number  of 
years  a  prominent  farmer  and  business  man 
of  Macomb  county.  He  was  bom  in  the 
township  of  Washington,  February  10,  1843, 
and  is  of  English  lineage,  his  father  Isaac 
Brabb,  having  been  bom  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, October  10,  1794.  The  name  was  origi- 
nally spelled  with  an  "s,"  but  this  was 
dropped  by  the  children  of  Isaac  Brabb,  Sr. 
In  that  country  he  was  reared  to  mature  years 
and  was  married  to  Hannah  Hudson,  who  was 
bom  September  14,  1799,  and,  following  the 
birth  of  five  of  their  children,  he  and  his  wife 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  The  year 
1830  witnessed  their  arrival  and  they  made 
their  way  direct  to  Michigan,  where  Mr. 
Brabb  purchased  and  entered  land  near  Ro- 
meo in  the  township  of  Washington.  Here 
he  began  clearing  the  fields  and  in  course  oi 
time  he  developed  a  good  farm,  so  managing 
his  agrienltural  interests  that  his  land  be- 
came very  productive,  yielding  large  crops, 
which  found  a  ready  sale  on  the  market.  He 
was  known  as  a  capable  financier,  his  busi- 
ness judgment  being  sound  and  reliable  and 
as  the  years  passed  he  became  the  owner  of 
large  tracts  of  land.  He  gave  to  each  of  his 
sons  a  farm.  When  prosperity  to  a  large  de- 
gree had  crowned  his  efforts  and  he  found 
himself  in  possession  of  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence he  removed  to  Romeo  to  spend  his  last 
years  in  retirement  from  further  labor.  He 
was,  however,  a  promoter  and  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank,  in  which 
he  served  as  a  stockholder  and  director  until 
his  death.  He  was  ever  a  useful  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  giving  his  aid  and  influence 
to  many  worthy  public  measures  which  have 
proven  of  temporary  or  permanent  good  to 
the  community.  He  died  in  1876,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  respected  and  honored 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

George  W.  Brabb  is  the  youngest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  the  others 
being;  Ann,  who  was  bom  November  8,  1818, 
and  married  John  Stead,  but  both  are  now 
deceased;  John  H.,  who  was  bom  November 
:>,  1820,  and  for  a  minilier  of  years  wjis  presi- 


dent of  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Romeo ; 
Ann,  who  was  bom  November  8,  1824,  and 
is  now  deceased;  William  H.,  of  Romeo,  who 
was  bom  September  15,  1826;  Caroline,  of 
Romeo,  who  was  bom  September  1,  1829, 
and  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Fei^uson ;  Isaac 
N.,  who  was  bom  August  15,  1833,  and  after 
following  farming  for  a  number  of  years, 
took  up  his  abode  in  Romeo ;  and  three  daugh- 
ters, who  died  in  infancy. 

George  W.  Brabb  spent  his  youth  in  his 
parents'  home  and  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  while  later  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  high  school  of  Ro- 
meo. Following  the  time  when  he  attained 
his  majority  he  gave  Ms  attention  to  the  su- 
pervision of  his  father's  interests  and  later  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  trade,  purchasing 
a  hardware  store  in  Romeo,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  several  years.  He  organized  a 
stock  company  for  the  manufacture  of  road 
carts  and  in  his  factory  employed  a  large 
force  of  wonnnen.  The  business  grew  to  ex- 
tensive proportions  and  the  output  was  as 
high  as  from  forty  to  seventy-five  carts  per 
day.  Subsequently  Mr.  Brabb  also  engaged 
in  the  implement  business  and  in  this  he  is 
still  interested.  He  likewise  holds  stock  in 
the  Romeo  Savings  Bank  and  he  is  the  owner 
of  the  old  family  homestead  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  constituting  a  very  val- 
uable tract  of  land,  which  is  richly  improved, 
being  equipped  with  all  modem  conveniences. 
He  erected  thereon  a  neat  and  commodious 
residence. 

In  1873  Mr.  Brabb  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lois  Garlick,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Canada.  She  died  in  Romeo  in 
1892  and  Mr.  Brabb  has  since  wedded  Miss 
Martha  J.  Starkweather,  a  native  of  this  coun- 
ty, reared  and  educated  here,  and  a  daughter 
of  Edwin  and  Juliet  (ChamOerlain)  Stark- 
weather. Politically  Mr.  Brabb  is  an  old-line 
democrat,  biit  his  last  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Theodore  Roosevelt.  Political  hon- 
ors have  had  no  attraction  for  him,  as  his 
business  interests  have  claimed  aU  his  time 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  and  influential 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  has  done  much  effective  work.  He 
has  served  on  the  church  board  for  a  number 
of  years  and  was  formerly  active  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, having  attained  the  Knight  Templar 
degree  in  the  commandery  at  Romeo,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Eastem 
Star,  Mrs.  Brabb  holding  office  therein.  Mr. 
Bi'abb   is  likewise  connected  with  the  Inde- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he 
has  filled  all  of  the  chairs  and  is  a  past  grand. 
He  is  to-day  numbered  among  the  most  enter- 
prising citizens  of  Borneo,  having  been  en- 
gaged in  active  business  here  for  many  years 
and  having  taken  an  interested  part  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  moral,  educational  and 
commercial  progress  of  the  city.  He  has  fos- 
tered numerous  local  industries  and  has  con- 
tributed his  means  and  influence  to  various 
undertakings  calculated  to  benefit  the  people 
of  Romeo  and  of  Macomb  county. 


WALTER  J.  BAILEY. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  ag- 
riculturists of  Bruce  tdwnship  is  numbered 
Walter  J.  Bailey,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  well- 
improved  and  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  23,  within  two  miles  of  Ro- 
meo. He  is  a  native  son  of  Michigan,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Pontiae,  Oakland 
county,  October  28,  1863.  His  father,  John 
Bailey,  was  bom  in  Dorsetshire,  England,  in 
1823,  and  came  to  the  new  world  with  an 
older  brother  in  1831.  Settling  in  Canada, 
he  there  grew  to  manhood,  and  in  1847  re- 
moved to  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  being 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Pontiae 
and  Detroit  for  twenty-four  years.  At  the 
former  place  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Btizabeth  Kimble,  who  is  a  native  of 
Rochester,  New  York.  On  his  retirement 
from  the  livery  business  Mr.  Bailey  located 
on  a  farm  east  of  Pontiae  and  to  the  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  that  place  he  de- 
voted his  energies  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  there  in  1883.  His  widow 
still  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  Walter,  a  hale  and  hearty  old  lady  of 
seventy-seven  years.  In  the  family  were 
three  children,  of  whom  Walter  J.  is  the 
youngest.  James  II.,  the  oldest,  is  a  farmer 
of  Bruce  township.  Abbie,  the  only  daughter, 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 

Walter  J.  Bailey  spent  the  first  fourteen 
years  of  his  life  in  Pontiae,  and  in  the 
schools  of  that  city  acquired  the  greater  part 
of  his  education.  He  then  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  the  farm  and 
assisted  his  father  in  its  operation  until  the 
latter's  death.  For  three  years  thereafter 
he  continued  to  carry  on  the  home  farm,  and 
then  worked  by  the  month  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1890, 
he  was  married  in  Romeo  to  Miss  Belle  B. 
Wyman,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educate:! 


in  Pontiae  and  is  a  daugliter  of  Moses  Wy- 
man and  a  granddaughter  of  Hiram  Taylor, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  county 
from  Vermont. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailey  located  on 
the  Hiram  Taylor  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  five  years  and  then  removed  to  Dr. 
Berry's  farm  of  four  hundred  acres,  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  that  gentleman  in  the 
stock-raising  industry,  which  relation  was  con- 
tinued with  mutual  pleasure  and  profit  for 
seven  years.  Although  there  was  never  any 
written  agreement  between  them,  their  busi- 
ness relations  were  always  most  satisfactory 
and  they  are  still  warm  friends.  After  the 
partnership  was  dissolved  Mr.  Bailey  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  Doctor's  farm  for  two 
years.  At  one  time  they  owned  and  operated 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of  land. 
In  1900  Mr.  Bailey  purchased  his  present 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres, 
which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  greatly  improved.  For  many 
years  he  has  dealt  in  stock,  which  he  buys 
and  fattens  for  the  market,  and  is  also  a 
breeder  of  fine  driving  horses  and  Shropshire 
sheep.  A  man  of  good  business  and  execu- 
tive ability,  he  has  met  with  success  in  all 
his  undertakings  and  is  to-day  numbered 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  and  stock  deal- 
ers of  Macomb  county. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  1st  of 
June,  1897,  leaving  two  children :  John  M., 
born  August  28,  1891;  and  Sadie  Belle,  born 
November  12,  1894.  Since  age  gave  him  the 
right  of  franchise  he  has  supported  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  democratic  party,  cast- 
ing his  first  presidential  vote  for  Grover 
Cleveland,  but  he  has  never  cared  for  polit- 
ical honors,  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  now  serving  as  junior  warden 
in  the  blue  lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees at  Romeo,  and  is  a  man  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  T.  KELLY. 

William  T.  Kelly,  of  Mount  Clemens,  a 
practitioner  at  the  bar  of  Macomb  county, 
was  bom  April  17,  1878,  in  the  city  which 
is  still  his  home.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Rev.  William  T.  Kelly,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  this  country  about  1844. 
He  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman  and  died 
ivhile  serving  as  rector  of  the  church  at  Dex- 
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ter,  Michigan.  His  wife,  a  sister  of  T.  JI. 
Crocker,  died  at  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan. 
Tlieir  only  child  was  Dr.  M.  C.  Kelly,  a 
native  of  Michigan,  who  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Mount  Clemens 
for  twenty-eight  years.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  He 
married  Alice  Mary  Snook,  also  a  native 
of  filichigan  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
Snook,  a  native  of  Mount  Clemens  and  pro- 
prietor of  a  stave  mill  in  this  city.  He  died 
in  1901.  Mrs.  Kelly  is  still  living.  By  her 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children :  William  T. ;  Arthur  H.,  deceased ; 
Charles  D.,  who  is  studying  mechanical  en- 
gineering in  the  Michigan  University;  and 
Harry  C,  at  Moimt  Clemens. 

Wimam  T.  Kelly,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, pursued  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and 
continued  his  studies  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  Detroit 
College  of  Law,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1901.  He  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession 
January  1,  1902,  in  Mount  Clemens,  and 
has  met  with  gratifying  success,  having  al- 
ready a  good  clientage,  although  one  of  the 
yoimgest  members  of  the  Macomb  county 
bar.  There  is  no  calling  which  demands 
closer  application  and  more  unremitting  dili- 
gence than  the  law  and  through  the  exer- 
cise of  these  qualities  Mr.  Kelly  has  won 
the  favorable  attention  of  the  bar  and  of 
the  general  public..  In  polities  he  is  a  demo- 
crat, active  as  a  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the 
party,  and  on  May  5,  1905,  was  appointed 
city  attorney  for  Mount  Clemens. 


WILLIAM  H.  NORTON. 

William  H.  Norton,  living  on  section  16, 
Washington  township,  is  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
is  a  typical  son  of  the  golden  west,  enterpris- 
ing, alert  and  energetic.  He  was  born  in 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  April  11,  1852, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Norton,  a 
native  of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  his 
birtliplace  being  not  far  from  the  city  of 
Rochester.  His  natal  day  was  May  5,  1820. 
His  father,  Elder  John  Norton,  was  a  pioneer 
niinister  of  Maeomb  county,  Michigan,  arriv- 
ing in  this  state  in  1821.  He  represented  the 
Baptist  denomination  and  labored  earnestly 
to  carry  the  gospel  through  the  new  settle- 
ments.   Hon.  John  JI.  Norton  wa.s  reared  in 


Otilvland  i.onnt^  md  was  a  self-educated  and 
self  made  man  In  early  life  he  worked  by 
the  month  until  his  labors  had  brought  him 
capital  sitfBcient  to  enable  him  to  engage  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  followed 
farming  m  Oakland  county,  owning  and  oper- 
ating a  valuable  tiaet  of  land  near  Roches- 
ter and  theieon  he  reared  his  family.  He 
served  for  one  teim  as  state  senator  of  Michi- 
gan and  was  always  keenly  interested  in  the 
questions  and  issues  that  involved  the  up- 
building and  piogiess  of  the  state  along  so- 
cial intellectual  legal  and  moral  lines.  He 
w  as  man  led  in  Oakland  county  to  Miss  Nancy 
Ilazen  who  was  bom  m  Ontario  county.  New 
York  and  camf  to  the  west  in  her  childhood 
days.  Mr.  Norton  passed  away  August  11, 
1902,  and  is  still  sitrvived  by  his  wife,  who 
yet  resides  upon  the  old  homestead  farm. 

William  H.  Norton  is  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  ex- 
cepting Abbie  May,  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  Elvira  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  King,  of  Tawas  City,  Michi- 
gan; William  H.,  of  this  review;  John  T.,  a 
druggist  and  business  man  of  Rochester; 
Clarence  S.,  a  physician  of  Chicago;  and 
Crant  C,  a  farmer,  of  Oakland  county. 

William  H.  Norton  was  reared  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  and  supplemented  his 
early  educational  advantages  by  study  in  the 
high  school  at  Rochester  and  at  Romeo,  Mich- 
igan, supplemented  by  one  year's  attendance 
at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  pur- 
sued the  literary  course.  He  engaged  in  teach- 
ing to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  eighteen 
years,  following  that  profession  through  the 
winter  months,  while  in  the  summer  seasons 
lie  operated  the  farm.  In  each  department  of 
labor  he  met  with  success,  carefully  guid- 
ing his  affairs  so  that  his  efforts  resulted  in 
the  acquirement  of  a  comfortable  competence. 
In  1896  he  purchased  his  present  property, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  on  section  16,  Washington  town- 
ship. This  is  a  well-improved  and  valuable 
farm,  on  which  he  raises  good  grades  of  stock. 
He  has  made  a  specialty  of  breeding  and 
dealing  in  sheep  and  has  a  fine  flock  of  Hamp- 
shire Downs.  He  also  raises  Duroc-Jersey 
hogs  and  the  sale  of  his  stock  adi^  largely  to 
his  annual  income. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1876,  in  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  Mr.  Norton  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Hiple,  a  native  of  Macomb 
county  who  was  reared  and  educated  here. 
After  his  marriage  he  taught  and  farmed  for 
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a  niiiuber  of  years  in  Oakland  county  and 
while  living  there  was  elected  and  served  as 
township  superintendent  of  schools  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  The  home  of  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Norton  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons:  Har- 
vey W.,  who  has  been  educated  in  the  Roch- 
ester high  school;  and  Don  C,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  high  school  at  Romeo. 

Politically  Mr.  Norton  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  having 
cast  his  finst  presidential  ballot  for  Ruther- 
ford B.  Hayes  in  1876  and  his  last  for  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt  in  1904.  He  has  filled  a  num- 
ber of  local  positions  of  honor  and  trust  and 
has  served  as  president  of  the  Farmers'  Club 
for  two  years.  He  was  president  of  the  Ma- 
comb County  Institute  for  two  years  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  yet  identified  with  that  or- 
ganization. Mr,  Norton  is  well  known  in  Ma- 
comb and  Oakland  counties  as  a  man  of  in- 
tegrity and  worth  and  both  he  and  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton enjoy  the  esteem  of  the  entire  country- 
side, while  the  gracious  hospitality  of  their 
own  home  has  gained  for  them  the  good  will 
of  all. 


C.  A.  W.  LILJBNSTOLPE. 

Carl  August  Wilhelm  Liljenstolpe,  the 
founder  and  proprietor  of  the  Swedish  In- 
stitute of  Scientific  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  June 
11,  1849.  His  parents,  Major  Carl  and 
Christina  Amelia  ( BreiihoUz)  Liljenstolpe, 
were  natives  of  southern  Sweden,  where  both 
died.  The  father  was  born  in  1813  and 
passed  away  in  1876,  while  the  mother's  birth 
occurred  in  1824  and  her  death  in  1902.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Clas  Axel  Gustav,  of  the  Swedish  army; 
Christina  Olga,  who  is  living  in  Stockholm, 
Sweden;  Carl  A.  "W, ;  Enut  Otto,  who  is  living 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska;  and  Eleanora,  who  is 
yet  living  in  Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  father 
was  a  major  in  the  Swedish  army, 

Carl  A.  W.  Liljenstolpe  was  reared  in  Smo- 
land,  Sweden,  and  acquired  his  education 
through  instruction  from  a  private  tutor.  On 
the  15th  of  October,  1862,  he  entered  the  War 
Academy  at  Carlberg,  Sweden,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  on  the  31st  of  May, 
1871,  after  passing  a  most  rigid  examination. 
His  examination  certificate  bears  the  signa- 
ture of  King  Oscar.  He  was  then  commis- 
sioned a  lieutenant  in  the  regular  army  and 
this  paper  contains  the  signature  of  Charles 


XV.  lie  remained  in  service  until  1879  and 
afterward  entered  upon  a  course  in  scientific 
massage  and  medical  gymnastics.  In  1894 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  for 
eight  years.  During  the  Spanish-American 
war  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  for- 
ty-first general  assembly.  Governor  Tanner, 
of  Illinois,  in  recognition  of  his  patriotism 
and  valor  and  his  services  in  connection  with 
the  state,  placed  his  name  for  enrollment  in 
the  volunteer  army  with  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant colonel,  but  he  was  not  called  to  active 
duty. 

In  1896  Mr.  Liljenstolpe  came  to  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  established  the  Swedish 
Institute,  incorporated,  for  scientific  massage 
and  medical  gymnastics.  He  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success  here  and  has  effected  many 
remarkable  cures.  During  the  past  season  he 
has  had  four  hundred  and  forty-nine  patients. 
The  institute,  located  at  No.  59  Cass  avenue, 
is  equipped  with  apparatus  and  appliances 
for  the  successful  treatment  of  those  who 
come  to  him,  and  his  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  anatomy  and  of  the  methods  of  mass- 
age and  gymnastic  work  that  wiU  prove  most 
beneficial,  have  gained  him  success  which  is 
well  merited. 

Mr.  Liljenstolpe  was  first  married  in  187C, 
in  Sweden,  to  Miss  Anna  Breiholtz,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  died  in  1889.  To 
them  six  children  were  born,  of  whom  four 
are  living :  Skold,  Gunnar,  Emar  and  Anna, 
and  they  aH  follow  the  profession  of  the 
father  and  assist  in  the  institute.  On  the 
19th  of  October,  1904,  Mr.  Liljenstolpe  was 
married  to  Miss  Pearl  Preseott,  a  daughter 
of  William  Preseott,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Sweden  in  1878.  His 
nature  is  kindly,  his  temperament  genial  and 
his  manner  pleasing,  and  these  qualities  have 
made  him  popular  with  all  classes. 


ARTHUR  JAY  BALDWIN. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  Arthur  J.  Bald- 
win one  is  reminded  of  the  words  of  a  great 
New  York  financier,  "If  you  are  not  a  suc- 
cess don't  blame  the  time  you  live  in;  don't 
blame  the  place  you  occupy ;  don't  blame  the 
circumstances  you  are  surrounded  with— lay 
the  blame  where  it  belongs — to  yourself.  Not 
in  time,  place  nor  circumstance,  but  in  the 
man,  lies  success.  If  you  win  success  you 
must  pny  the  price."    Realizing  the  truth  of 
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this  5Ir.  Baldwin  lias  paid  for  his  success,  the 
price  of  concentrated  effort,  indefatigable 
energy,  of  perseverance  and  well  applied 
business  principles  and  has  won  the  victory 
which  he  started  out  to  win  years  ago.  He 
is  to-day  conducting  important  business  in- 
terests in  New  Haven,  being  owner  of  an 
elevator  and  implement  business  there  and 
also  carrying  a  large  line  of  harness  and  ex- 
tensive stock  of  cement  and  fertilizers.  He 
is,  moreover,  active  in  community  affairs, 
being  the  president  of  the  village  in  which  he 
makes  his  home, 

A  native  of  Chesterfield,  Michigan,  born 
November  3,  1860,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  son  of 
Cornelius  and  Margaret  Antoinette  (Leon- 
ard) Baldwin,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  also  bom  in  New  York,  April  6, 
1791,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Van  Scoick.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county,  settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
lived  for  three  years,  following  the  trades  of 
a  carpenter  and  millwright.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Lenox  township,  having  entered  the  land 
from  the  government  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1837,  his  deed  being  signed  by  Andrew 
Jackson,  then  president  of  the  United  States. 
He  continued  to  follow  his  trade,  building 
the  government  lighthouse  at  Eagle  Harbor 
and  while  thus  engaged  he  was  taken  ill.  He 
was  unable  to  be  brought  back  on  the  last 
boat  that  came  down  the  river  in  the  fall 
and  he  died  there  November  19,  1845,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  at  that  place. 

Cornelius  E.  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in 
Phelps  township,  Yates  county,  New  York, 
April  9,  1824,  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Macomb  county  in  1836,  and 
with  his  father  he  learned  the  trades  of  car- 
penter and  millwright  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Many  of  the  early  buildings  which  he  erected 
are  still  standing.  He  built  the  frajne  school- 
house  at  Big  Stone,  also  the  government 
lighthouse  at  Ansable  and  Pointe  Aux 
Barques.  Following  the  father's  death  he 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  he 
settled  and  he  afterward  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  his  farm  by  the  purchase  of  forty 
acres  adjoining  it.  He  was  married,  April 
6,  1856,  to  Miss  Margaret  Antoinette  Leon- 
ard, of  Lenox  township,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  two  children— Fred  Calvin  and 
Arthur  J.  The  wife  and  mother  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1864,  and  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1865,  he  married  Miss  Laura  Cruttenden,  a 


daughter  of  William  M.  and  Mary  R.  Crut- 
tenden of  Macomb  township.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  was  one  ehUd — Mary  Antionette, 
who  died  September  25,  1892.  Cornelius  E. 
Baldwin  departed  this  life  January  15,  1892, 
and  is  still  survived  by  his  widow  who  makes 
her  home  with  Arthur  J.  Baldwin.  The 
father  was  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  was  an  active  fac- 
tor in  the  early  material  progress  of  the 
county,  while  at  a  later  date  he  was  known  as 
a  worthy  representative  of  agricultural  in- 
terests. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  supplemented  his  early  educational 
privileges  received  in  the  district  schools, 
by  study  in  the  high  school  of  New  Balti- 
more, Michigan.  His  early  days  were  spent 
upon  a  farm  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, purchasing  a  farm  in  Lenox  township, 
upon  which  he  remained  for  two  years.  He 
then  sold  that  property  and  began  buying 
hay  which  he  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of 
the  east.  Following  the  death  of  his  father  he 
purchased  the  old  farm  homestead  and  de- 
voted his  energies  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1902,  when  he  removed  to  New 
Haven  and  bought  of  "W.  F.  Edmunds  the 
elevator  and  implement  business  which  he 
has  since  conducted.  He  has  also  increased 
his  operations  by  adding  a  large  line  of  har- 
ness and  also  carries  cement  and  fertilizers. 
His  trade  has  constantly  grown  and  he  is  ac- 
counted one  of  the  well  known  and  leading 
business  men  of  New  Haven,  so  directing  his 
efforts  that  they  have  been  resultant  factors 
in  winning  him  success. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1884,  Mr.  Baldwin 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annette  M. 
Dryer,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  W.  and  Mar- 
tha (Shattuck)  Dryer,  of  Lenox  township. 
Her  father  was  a  son  of  Thomas  F.  Dryer  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  who  came  to  Macomb 
county  in  1833,  remaining  a  resident  of 
Lenox  township  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  March,  1890.  He  passed  away  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  of  the  com- 
munity, for  his  worth  was  many  times 
demonstrated  not  only  in  his  business  life 
but  also  in  the  helpful  part  he  took  in  public 
affairs.  Nathan  W.  Dryer  departed  this  life 
February  19,  1869,  leaving  a  widow  and  four 
children,  namely ;  Clarence  N.  of  New  Ha- 
ven; Mrs.  Baldwin;  Eva  M.,  of  St.  Clair 
county;  and  Clyde  W.  of  Detroit.  The 
mother  afterward  married  again,  becoming 
the  wife   of  William  H.  Halsey,  of  Lenox 
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township,  ami  they  have  one  child— Mercy, 
who  is  with  Mrs.  Baldwin  in  New  Haven. 

Mr.  Baldwin  belongs  to  New  Haven  lodge. 
No.  465,  I.  0.  O.  F.;  Mount  Clemens  En- 
campment; Division  No.  69  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Loyal  Guards  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
The  Wayside  tent,  K.  0.  T.  M.  of  New  Haven, 
and  he  has  been  active  and  influential  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has 
been  connected  with  this  portion  of  the  up- 
building of  the  county  and  has  just  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  to  his  efforts  can 
be  traced  many  a  substantial  enterprise  or 
achievement,  contributing  greatly  to  the 
beauty  and  prosperity  of  the  city  in  which 
he  makes  his  home.  In  every  sense  of  the 
word  he  is  a  representative  citizen,  devoted 
to  the  welfare  of  his  town  and  county.  He 
served  as  township  treasurer  in  1902-3,  was 
a  member  of  the  village  council  in  1903-4 
and  in  the  spring  of  1905  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  village  and  in  other  offices  which 
he  has  filled  he  has  shown  himself  worthy  of 
the  trust  and  eonfldenee  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 


JOHN  HARTSIG. 


John  Hartsig  is  the  owner  of  a  well-im- 
proved farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  4,  Warren  township,  and  its  pleas- 
ing appearance,  with  substantial  buildings, 
richly  cultivated  fields  and  good  grades  of 
stock,  is  attributable  to  the  energy  and  busi- 
ness ability  of  Mr.  Hartsig.  A  native  of  th^ 
township,  he  was  bom  December  15,  1848, 
and  is  a  son  of  Louis  and  Angeline  (Spin- 
ning) Hartsig,  the  former  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land and  the  latter  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
The  father  came  to  Michigan  in  1828  and 
east  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  who 
were  reclaiming  this  vast  district  from  the 
domain  of  the  Indians  for  the  purposes  of 
civilization.  He  settled  on  the  Campeau  farm 
at  Grosse  Pointe,  Wayne  county,  where  he 
lived  for  seven  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Warren  township,  buying  school  land  on  sec- 
tion 16.  It  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth 
of  trees  and  in  order  to  cultivate  the  land 
he  cut  and  burned  all  the  first  timber.  At 
that  time  few  roads  had  been  opened  and  in 
order  to  get  to  Detroit  and  sell  his  produce 
and  buy  provisions  he  had  to  follow  the  trail 
through  the  woods.  The  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life  soon  became  familiar  to  the  family 
and  their  labors  proved  a  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  part  of  the  state.    Mr.  Hart- 


sig becajiie  quite  active  and  influential  in 
township  affairs  and,  being  elected  highway 
commissioner,  he  used  every  means  in  his 
power  to  open  up  the  roads.  lie  was  also 
township  treasurer  for  two  terms,  was  the 
champion  of  the  public  schools  and  served  as 
assessor  of  school  district  No.  2.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  driver  on  the  old  IJtiea  and  Detroit 
Horse  Railroad  and  he  is  yet  remembered  by 
many  of  the  early  settlers  because  of  his  activ- 
ity along  lines  that  contributed  to  the  general 
good.  In  the  early  days  he  attended  the 
First  Methodist  church  and  helped  to  organ- 
ize the  German  Evangelical  church  of  War- 
ren, of  which  he  was  treasurer  and  trustee 
for  many  years.  In  1862  his  wife  died  and 
he  was  married  again  to  Catherine  Busch 
in  the  year  1863.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1905, 
he  passed  away,  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  and  now  his  name  is  enrolled  among  the 
pioneers  and  honored  dead  of  Macomb 
county. 

John  Hartsig,  the  eldest  of  the  thirteen 
children  of  this  worthy  man,  pursued  his 
early  studies  in  the  district  schools  and  later 
attended  the  Utica  high  school.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  1874,  when  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  adjoining  his  father's  farm 
and  lived  thereon  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Iowa.  Upon  his  return  in  1886  he 
purchased  the  Spinning  fann  in  Warren 
township,  where  he  now  resides  and  on  which 
he  has  made  many  improvements,  remodeling 
the  house,  while  in  1891  he  built  a  large  barn. 
He  uses  the  latest  improved  machinery  in 
the  cultivation  of  his  fields  and  has  all  of 
his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  well  tiled, 
with  the  exception  of  twenty-five  acres.  It 
is  also  fenced  and  the  land  is  well  adapted  for 
general  farming,  while  a  bed  of  clay  upon 
the  place  is  well  adapted  for  brick  and  tile 
making. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1874,  Mr.  Hartsig 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Christina  Sear- 
ing, of  WaTen  township,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 29,  1886.  Of  their  four  children  the 
third  is  deceased.  The  others  are:  Ida  A., 
of  Detroit;  Edward  W.  and  Clarence  L.,  at 
home.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1887,  Mr. 
Hartsig  wedded  Miss  Ida  D.  Schamberg,  a 
daughter  of  Frank  Schamberg.  of  Warren 
township,  and  the  children  of  this  marriage 
are:  Anna  L.,  Laura  W.,  Charles  J,  and 
John  H.,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Hartsig  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church  of  Warren  and  is  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  German  Arbeiter, 
of  Warren.    He  has  filled  the  chair  of  junior 


Hostco  3,  Google 


PAST   AND    PRESENT    OF   MACOMB    COUNTY 


333 


warden  in  Utica  lodge,  No.  75,  A.  P.  &  A.  JT, 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  Warren  lodge. 
No.  71,  K.  P.,  in  which  he  has  also 
filled  the  chairs  and  is  now  master  of 
the  exchequer.  His  political  support  is 
enthusiastically  given  the  republican  party 
and  he  has  served  as  township  school  inspec- 
tor, while  in  1878  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace.  Every  oiRce  he  has  filled,  whether 
civic  or  political,  has  foiind  him  prompt  and 
capable  and  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  he 
displays  fidelity  and  accuracy. 


ROSWELL  GREEN. 


Roswell  Green,  iin  honored  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  spent  many  years  as  a  sailor 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  11,  Chesterfield  township, 
claims  New  York  as  his  native  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Clarkston,  Monroe  county, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  1832.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Almira  (Lainpshire)  Green,  were 
natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  re- 
spectively. About  1830  the  father  first  came 
to  Macomb  county,  Jlichigan,  but  shortly 
afterward  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent 
three  years,  and  then  returned  to  New  York, 
remaining  there  during  the  following  two 
years.  In  1844  we  again  find  him  in  this 
county,  and  at  that  time  he  located  in  Len- 
ox township  on  the  Misner  road,  near  Big 
Stone,  which  name  was  given  it  by  the  In- 
dians, the  site  being  marked  by  a  large  stone. 
Daniel  Green  continued  to  reside  at  that  place 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  17,  1873. 
He  made  farming  his  principal  occupation, 
but  for  four  years  was  engaged  in  buying 
staves  and  culls  for  Mr.  Jenny  of  Mount 
Clemens.  Like  most  of  the  Green  family  he 
was  a  well-educated  man  and  took  an  active 
interest  in  educational  affairs,  serving  on  the 
district  school  board  in  Lenox  township  for 
some  years.  During  his  boyhood  days  he 
served  as  a  teamster  in  the  war  of  1812  for 
twenty-two  days,  but  was  discharged  at  the 
end  of  that  tijiie  on  account  of  his  youth.  His 
brothers,  Orlin  T.  and  Roswtll  W.,  both  saw 
active  service  in  that  war  and  the  latter  rose 
to  the  rank  of  ma,ior. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  this  county 
and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  1847, 
when,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  began 
sailing,  first  serving  before  the  mast  under 
Captain  Whipple  on  the  schooner  Bronson  for 


fi  season  and  a  liaif,  that  vessel  running  from 
Salt  River  to  Detroit,  carrying  staves.  The 
second  season  he  shipped  under  Captain  J. 
Aimes  on  the  scow  Eagle,  running  from  all 
lake  points  to  Detroit,  carrying  staves  and 
wood.  He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  1860,  when  he  re- 
sumed sailing.  He  assisted  in  buQding  the 
Abraham  Lincoln,  on  which  he  sailed  under 
Captain  Charles  De  Sha,  running  from  Lake 
Huron  and  touching  at  all  points  along  the 
river  to  ports  on  Lake  Erie.  At  this  time  he 
was  promoted  to  second  mate.  He  next  helped 
to  build  the  schooner  I.  L.  Quimby,  the  scow 
Gladiator  and  the  J.  F.  Buffum,  which  on 
her  third  trip  was  totally  wrecked  on  Port 
Stanley  pier  while  trying  to  make  a  harbor 
during  a  storm.  On  board  were  Captain  De 
Sha's  motJier  and  sister,  whom  he  was  mov- 
ing to  Toledo,  together  with  their  household 
effects,  which  were  lost,  though  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  were  saved.  The  same  year 
Mr.  Green  was  made  master  of  a  schooner 
owned  by  Dwight  &  Richardson,  of  Detroit, 
running  from  Lake  Huron  to  Lake  Erie  and 
touching  at  New  Baltimore  and  Swan  Creek. 
He  next  bought  the  seow  Juno,  which  he 
sailed  for  two  seasons,  and  for  one  year  sailed 
the  schooner  Island  City.  Following  this 
he  was  on  the  Rosa  Ann,  owned  by  J.  F.  Buf- 
fum, of  New  Baltimore,  running  from  that 
place  to  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  and  for  two 
seasons  was  on  the  Colonel  Hathaway  for  Mr. 
Shoemaker,  of  New  Baltimore,  carrying 
shook  from  New  Baltimore  to  Buffalo  and 
Cleveland  and  grain  from  Toledo  to  Cleve- 
land and  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  His  last  sail- 
ing was  on  the  scow  St.  Stephen,  owned  by 
Mrs.  James  Hathaway,  of  New  Baltimore, 
running  from  Alpena  to  Buffalo  and  Cleve- 
land and  returning  with  freight  to  New  Bal- 
timore. He  sailed  that  vessel  for  two  years. 
He  met  with  many  experiences  during  early 
days  on  the  lakes  and  encountered  many  dan- 
gers, as  most  of  the  vessels  at  that  time  were 
without  compass  and  there  were  few  light- 
hoiises  to  guide  them.  The  larger  vessels  at 
New  Baltimore  were  anchored  out  in  the  bay 
in  deep  water  and  the  freight  was  drawn  into 
the  water  as  far  as  possible  by  oxen  and  then 
loaded  on  to  a  lighter,  which  was  poled  to 
the  vessel  on  which  the  freight  was  to  be 
shipped,  being  then  transferred. 

On  leaving  the  lakes  Mr.  Green  returned 
to  the  home  farm  and  for  three  summers  was 
engased  in  contracting  and  building  in  Rich- 
mond, afterward  continuing  the  same  work 
in  Rochester  and  Washington,  Michigan.   He 
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also  built  the  sawmill  for  Hiram  Hazelton  at 
New  Haven  and  one  for  Daniel  Smith,  of  Ro- 
meo, at  Perrington,  Gratiot  eoimty,  on  the  To- 
ledo, Saginaw  &  Muskegon  Railroad.  He  built 
the  Maecabee  Halls  at  Washington,  Richmond 
and  New  Haven  and  assisted  in  building  the 
Congregational  church  at  Richmond.  He 
then  retired  to  the  farm,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  living. 

On  the  2nd  of  December,  1853,  Mr.  Green 
married  Miss  Alice  Van  Horn,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Cornelia  (Slack)  Van  Horn  of 
Chesterfield  township.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  in  the  '40s,  first  settling 
in  Mount  Clemens,  where  they  lived  for  five 
years.  The  following  five  years  were  spent 
on  the  Patton  farm  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  Mr.  Van  Horn  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  1,  Chesterfield  township,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  his  death  in  1875.  His 
wife  died  on  the  same  place  two  years  later. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  but  only 
three  are  now  living,  these  being :  Mrs.  Green 
and  her  two  brothers,  who  are  retired  farmers, 
residing  in  New  Haven.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green 
have  three  children:  James  Walter,  who 
married  Bertha  Dusk  and  follows  farming  in 
Macomb  township ;  John  V.,  who  married  Nel- 
lie Douglas  and  follows  farming  in  Ray  town- 
ship ;  and  Ida  Alice,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Maliskey,  of  Owosso,  Michigan. 

During  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Green  joined  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  First 
Division  of  the  Mississippi  Department,  and 
saw  some  hard  service.  He  remained  at  the 
front  until  hostilities  ceased  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  was  honorably  discharged  at  Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee,  in  May,  1865,  returning 
home  with  a  good  military  record.  For  over 
sixty  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
county  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  a  man  of  upright  character  and  sterling 


MRS.   REBECCA  A.   NEWBERRY. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Newberry  is  well  known' 
ill  Romeo,  where  she  has  taken  a  very  active 
and  helpful  part  in  benevolent  work,  her 
services  being  especially  beneficial  in  con- 
nection with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and 
the  Eastern  Star.  She  is  a  native  daughter 
of  Macomb  county,  her  birth  having  occurred 
in  Macomb  township,  October  7,  1840.  Her 
father,  John  N..  Scranlin,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Mo- 


hawk river  in  1784.  His  father,  John  Scran- 
lin, was  of  German  lineage.  John  N.  Scran- 
lin was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity  and  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Gordon,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  a  daughter  of  Eliphaiet  Gordon,  a 
native  of  France.  In  early  life  Mr,  Scranlin 
learned  the  mason's  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  New  York  for  a  number  of  years.  Fol- 
lowing the  birth  of  seven  of  their  children 
he  and  his  wife  came  with  their  family  to 
Michigan  and  here  two  children  were  added 
to  the  household.  They  arrived  in  this  state 
early  in  1840,  making  a  permanent  location 
in  Macomb  county.  The  father  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Macomb  township.  It  was  largely  covered 
with  timber,  only  a  few  acres  having  been 
cleared  and  in  the  midst  of  the  little  clear- 
ing stood  a  log  cabin.  Here  in  true  pioneer 
style  the  family  began  life  on  the  frontier. 
Mr.  Scranlin  continued  the  work  of  prepar- 
ing his  land  for  the  plow,  cutting  down  the 
trees  and  hauling  off  or  burning  the  timber. 
As  the  years  passed  he  developed  an  ex- 
cellent farm  and  erected  a  good  farm  resi- 
dence and  outbuildings.  He  also  worked  to 
some  extent  at  his  trade,  but  continued  to 
make  his  home  upon  the  farm  throughout  the 
period  of  his  residence  in  Macomb  county, 
passing  away  on  the  old  homestead  in  No- 
vember, 1862,  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev- 
enty-eight years.  His  wife  survived  him  for 
a  number  of  years  and  died  in  August,  1884, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years, 

Mrs.  Newberry  is  the  eighth  in  order  of 
birth  in  their  family  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  adult  age 
and  passed  their  twenty-first  birthday  in 
their  home.  Of  this  family  one  sister  and 
one  brother  are  now  living,  the  latter  being 
Jacob  Scranlin,  who  resides  with  a  daughter 
near  Troy,  Michigan,  while  the  sister,  Susie, 
is  the  wife  of  William  McCullongh,  a  farmer 
of  Macomb  township. 

Mrs.  Newberry  spent  her  girlhood  days  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  in  Macomb  township, 
assisting  in  the  duties  of  the  household  and 
acquiring  her  education  in  the  public  schools. 
She  gave  her  hand  in  marriage,  March  20, 
1861,  to  George  P.  Newberry,  a  business  man 
of  Romeo.  He  was  bom  in  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  November  24,  1817,  and  was 
reared  m  the  place  of  his  nativity,  there 
learning  the  harness  and  saddle  making 
trade  In  that  county  he  was  first  mar- 
ried and  m  1846  he  came  to  Michigan, 
establishing  his  home  in  Romeo,   where  he 
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opened  a  shop  and  engaged  in  the  miimifac- 
tiire  ot  harness  and  saddlery.  He  was  an 
iietive  and  progressive  business  man  and  be- 
cause of  his  excellent  work,  reasonable  prices 
ji]id  reliable  business  methods,  he  rapidly  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  competence.  He 
was  also  known  as  a  horse  fancier  and  owned 
sojiie  valuable  roadsters  and  trotters  at  dif- 
ferent times.  His  activity  extended  to  many 
lines  and  in  various  ways  he  promoted  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  his  locality.  He  was 
SI  member  of  the  Romeo  fire  department,  ■  or- 
ganizing the  first  fire  company  in  this  city, 
mid  remained  at  the  head  of  the  department 
niitil  his  health  failed.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  for  three  years  as  deputy  provost 
marshal  of  the  first  district  under  Captain 
McConnell.  He  was  also  identified  with 
Kumeo  lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  took  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  its  work  and  served  as  noble 
grand  for  a  number  of  years.  All  the  meas- 
ures for  the  general  good  received  his  en- 
iloi-wineiit  iind  many  causes  were  given 
hi^  linjiiKiial  sn|iport  and  active  co-operation, 
llo  was  ever  found  on  the  side  of  right,  prog- 
I'css  and  iiLiprovement  and  Romeo  justly 
numbered  him  with  its  representative  men. 
His  death  occurred  in  1884. 

Mr.  Newberry  erected  a  good  residence  on 
Main  street  in  lionieo  and  there  reared  his 
fiiiiiil\.  Tnto  IiiiM  and  his  wife  were  born 
Ion  clLiltlreii,  five  of  whom  are  living:  John 
S.,  ii  resident  of  Detroit;  George  E.,  of  Ro- 
meo; Minnie,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  L.  Par- 
kin of  this  city;  Alfred  51.,  also  of  Romeo; 
nnd  Fannie,  the  wife  of  0.  D.  Thompson,  Jr., 
of  Romeo.  One  son,  Henry  L.,  died  at  the 
age  of  five  months;  while  Luther  H.  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years:  James  Herbert,  when 
sixteen  months  old;  and  Margaret  A.,  wlien 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Newberry  is  a  lady  of  good  business 
i-apacity  and  has  capably  administered  the 
estate  of  her  father,  husband  and  daughter, 
displaying  keen  discernment  and  marked  en- 
terprise in  the  conduct  of  the  business  affairs 
which  have  thus  devolved  upon  her.  Al- 
though her  duties  in  this  direction  have  been 
many  she  has  found  time  to  devote  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  She  possesses  a 
most  kindly  and  benevolent  spirit  and  is  ac- 
tive in  many  charities  and  good  works.  She 
belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  also  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
and  of  the  latter  has  served  as  president  for 
three  years.  She  attends  the  Congregational 
church  and  gives  liberally  to  its  support  and 
to   its  various  auxiliaries.       It     is     known 


throughout  Romeo  that  her  assistance  and 
co-operation  can  be  secured  for  any  move- 
ment that  tends  to  ameliorate  the  hard  con- 
ditions of  life  or  uplift  her  fellowmen,  and 
thus  she  has  won  the  love  and  respect  of  the 
rich  and  poor,  the  young  and  old. 


NATHAN  DICKINSON. 

Among  the  early  settlers  who  figured 
prominently  in  public  affairs  and  business 
life  in  Macomb  county  during  the  first  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century  ivas  Nathan  Dick- 
inson, who  died  at  his  home  in  Romeo,  April 
4,  1861,  after  a  residence  of  over  twenty-five 
years.  He  had  come  to  Macomb  county  in 
1836  and  was  thereafter  closely  associated 
with  its  material  development  until  his  life's 
labors  were  ended.  He  was  bom  in  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  March  21,  1799,  His  father, 
Ezekiel  Dickinson,  was  likewise  a  native  of 
the  Old  Bay  state  and  was  of  English  lineage, 
his  ancestors  having  come  from  England  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts  when  it  was  one  of 
the  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain. 

Nathan  Dickinson  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  journey 
Bliss  Mary  Ann  Taylor,  their  marriage  being 
celebrated  in  Westfield,  JIassachusetts,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1828.  She,  too,  was  bom  in  that 
state,  a  daughter  of  Roland  Taylor,  of  "West- 
field,  who  was  married  there  to  Miss  Mercy 
Bancroft.  Nathan  Dickinson  was  a  self-edu- 
cated as  well  as  a  self-made  man.  His  ad- 
vantages in  early  life  were  few,  but  he  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  as  the  years 
passed  he  gained  a  broad,  practical  knowl- 
edge and  acquired  through  his  earnest  effort 
and  persistency  of  purpose  a  competence  that 
numbered  him  with  the  substantial  residents 
of  his  adopted  state.  He  left  home  when  only 
ten  years  of  age  and  afterward  learned  the 
trade  of  a  jeweler  and  silversmith,  it  requir- 
ing six  years  to  master  the  latter  pursuit.  He 
afterward  started  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Amherst  and  was  identified  with 
commercial  interests  there  for  a  few  years. 
In  1836  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  at 
Romeo.  Here  he  followed  surveying  taid  lo- 
cating lands,  first  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand 
Rapids  and  later  in  Lapeer  and  Macomb  coun- 
ties. He  made  a  permanent  location  in  Ro- 
meo in  1838  and  in  1840  sent  for  his  family 
to  join  him  in  Michigan.  As  the  years  passed 
he  became  an  extensive  landowner,  having 
property  in  various  parts  of  the  state.     His 
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savings  were  thus  placed  in  the  safest  of  all 
investments  and  he  realized  a  good  return 
from  his  property.  He  likewise  engaged  in 
merchandizing  in  Romeo,  the  firm  being  orig- 
inally Dickinson,  Oiddings  &  Newbury.  They 
carried  a  large  general  stock  of  goods,  con- 
ducting an  immense  business  for  some  years. 
In  1838  Mr.  Dickinson  established  a  supply 
store  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  in  Lapeer  county.  He  continued  in 
active  business  until  1846,  when,  having  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings,  he  withdrew  from 
commercial  and  industrial  pursuits  to  enjoy 
a  well-earned  rest. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  men  of  his  county,  piiblic- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  his  influence 
and  means  assisted  materially  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  various  churches  of 
the  town  and  also  a  firm  supporter  of  an 
academy  conducted  upon  New  England  prin- 
ciples, known  as  the  Romeo  Academy,  but 
afterward  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Dick- 
inson Institute.  Some  years  later  this  school 
was  merged  into  the  Romeo  high  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  were  the  parents 
of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  the  eld- 
est son,  James,  died  in  infancy,  in  Amherst, 
Massachusetts,  and  James  Taylor  also  died 
in  infancy  in  Amherst,  while  Nathan  T.  died 
in  childhood,  in  Romeo.  The  daughters  were 
as  follows:  Sarah  reached  mature  years  and 
became  the  wife  of  Darwin  L.  Gillette.  They 
resided  at  Westfield,  where  hoth  died.  Mary 
Ann  died  at  the  old  home  in  Romeo,  December 
26,  1902.  Clarissa  Taylor  died  in  Romeo  in 
1866.  Elizabeth  Bancroft  Dickinson  is  now 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family. 

Politically  Mr.  Dickinson  was  a  stanch  re- 
publican, but  never  aspired  to  or  wanted  of- 
fice. He  was  a  devout  and  earnest  worker 
in  the  Congregational  church  and  gave  liber- 
ally of  his  time  and  means  toward  the  work 
and  the  support  of  the  church  and  ite  vari- 
ous activities. 

Mr,  Dickinson  passed  away  April  4,  1861, 
and  the  community  mourned  the  loss  of  one 
whom  it  had  come  to  look  upon  as  a  bene- 
factor, whose  efforts  for  public  progress  and 
improvement  were  far-reaching.  To  his  fam- 
ily he  left  not  only  a  very  desirable  prop- 
erty but  also  an  untarnished  name,  and  his 
example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation  and 
should  incite  others  to  deeds  of  valor  and 
business  activity,  for  his  history  proved  that 
success  and  an  honorable  name  are  the  sure 
awards  of  character  and  of  indefatigable  en- 


ergy. Following  the  death  ol  Mr.  Dickinson 
his  widow  and  daughters  went  to  Europe, 
traveling  for  a  number  of  years.  They  also 
visited  California  and  the  Pacific  coast,  after 
which  they  made  their  home  for  some  time  in 
"Westfield,  Massachusetts,  where  Mrs.  Dickin- 
son spent  her  last  days.  She  passed  away 
April  25,  1878,  and  her  remains  were  brought 
back  to  Romeo  and  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  the  cemetery  here. 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Dickinson  and  her  sister, 
Mary,  returned  to  Romeo  in  1885,  and  this 
has  been  the  home  of  the  first-named  con- 
tinuously since.  She  is  one  of  the  active  and 
devoted  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  church  work,  while  in  the 
community  she  is  known  as  a  most  kind,  1>r- 
nevolent.  Christian  lady,  much  beloved  Ity 
many  who  know  her. 


CAPTAIN  GILBERT  LA  CROIX. 

Captain  Gilbert  LaCroix,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, was  born  on  the  shore  of  Clinton  river, 
Macomb  county,  Janiiary  22,  1846.  As  far 
back  as  can  be  traced  the  LaCroix  family 
lived  in  Montreal,  Canada,  but  little  is 
known  concerning  the  ancestral  history,  as 
the  paternal  grandfather.  Captain  LaCroix, 
died  during  the  early  youth  of  the  latter. 
His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Irene  (Pach- 
ette)  LaCroix  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
Was  Nicholas  Pachette,  who  owned  a  farm  on 
Clinton  river  and  there  reared  his  family. 
He  was  originally  from  Montreal,  Canada, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Joseph 
LaCroix  and  his  wife  were  both  American 
born,  his  birth  occurring  in  Detroit,  while 
her  native  place  was  on  the  St.  Clair  river. 
Joseph  LaCroix  spent  much  of  his  time  on 
the  Detroit  river  and  Lake  Brie  as  a  sailor, 
being  at  different  times  connected  with  the 
Albion  and  Ariel  as  pilot.  These  were  side- 
wheelers  which  ran  up  the  river.  His  last 
boat  was  the  scow  Dan  Tucker,  from  Detroit 
to  Toledo.  In  early  Life  he  was  employed  in 
the  mills  as  a  saw  filer  and  he  worked  at  Al- 
gonae,  Michigan,  in  Daniels  mills.  His  death 
occurred  when  his  son  Gilbert  was  only  eleven 
years  of  age  and  to  his  widow  was  left  the 
care  of  their  eight  children,  namely:  Joseph, 
deceased;  Nicholas,  who  is  now  an  engineer 
of  Mount  Clemens;  Gilbert;  Sophia,  the  wife 
of  "Wilber  i\)x,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  Fred  Server,  of  Standish,  Michi- 
gan ;   Susan,  the  deceased  wife  of  Theodore 
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Firman ;  Alice,  the  wife  ol  Peter  LaForge,  of 
New  Baltimore;  and  Louis  W.,  who  ia  em- 
ployed ill  the  glass  works  at  "Wallaceburg, 
Ontario. 

Captain  LaCroix  received  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges,  for  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  lie  began  sailing  on  the  river  and 
lakes,  first  as  eook  and  cabin  boy.  He  con- 
tinued as  a  sailor  until  January,  1864,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fifth  Michigan 
Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at  Pontiae,  this 
state.  lie  was  with  the  army  for  a  year  and 
a  half  and  was  then  mustered  out  at  Jeffer- 
sonville,  Indiana.  He  participated  in  all  of 
the  engagements  in  his  command  from  the 
battle  of  the  Wildernes.s,  in  May,  1864,  until 
the  surrender  of  Oeneral  Lee,  in  April,  1865. 

After  being  honorably  discharged  at  De- 
troit, Captain  LaCroix  resumed  sailing  and 
in  1867  became  master  of  the  Wild  Flower, 
ii  small  sail  boat  owned  by  Joseph  Bailor. 
The  following  year  he  sailed  the  little  scow 
Money  Maker,  owned  by  Mike  Peltier  and 
John  Otto,  and  from  1869  to  1872  sailed  the 
scow  Frances,  owned  by  Oliver  Chapoton, 
after  which  he  and  Louis  Charbeneau  built 
the  seow  Matilda,  of  which  he  was  master  for 
one  season.  In  1873  they  built  the  little 
steamer  Morning  Star,  of  which  Captain  La- 
Croix was  master  for  two  years,  and  in  1875 
the  same  parties  built  the  steamer  Louis  Gil- 
bert, each  sailing  her  one  season.  In  1877 
(.'aptain  LaCroix  sailed  the  steamer  Florence, 
owned  by  Oliver  Chapoton,  and  in  partner- 
ship with  that  gentleman  he  built  the 
steamer  City  of  Slount  Clemens  in  1879,  sail- 
ing her  four  years,  when  she  was  sold  on 
Lake  Superior.  In  1883  the  same  company 
bought  the  steamer  S.  II.  Johnwon  and  ownea 
her  two  years.  Later  they  built  the  City  of 
Jlount  Clemens  (No.  2),  which  Captain  La- 
Croix sailed  for  sixteen  years,  and  then  sold 
her  to  Detroit  parties,  buying  the  steamer 
Richard  Martini  in  1895  and  selling  her  in 
1898,  In  1899  he  bought  the  steamer  A.  D. 
Ilayward,  of  which  he  is  still  the  owner.  He 
retired  from  sailing  for  two  years  and  then 
bought  the  passenger  steamer  Maseotte,  of 
which  he  is  the  present  owner  and  master, 
with  his  son  Louis  as  mate  and  clerk.  He 
is  well  known  at  various  river  and  lake  points 
iuid  is  a  popular  captain,  having  gained  many 
friends  during  his  trips.  He  has  a  nice  home 
in  Mount  Clemens,  in  which  his  winter  days 
are  passed.  In  business  affairs  he  has  been 
successful  and  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the 
Citizens  Savings  Bank  of  Mount  Clemens. 
Captain  LaCroix  has   extensive   interests  in 


various  other  enterprises  amimg  thtm  being 
the  Eagle  Mining  Company  of  Aikansas.  He 
was  also  a  stockholder  in  the  beet  sugar  fac- 
tory at  Mount  Clemens  and  owns  consider- 
able valuable  real  estate  owning  about  fif- 
teen dwelling  houses  which  he  lents  He  is 
also  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  himdred  and 
seven  acres  in  Harrison  township 

Captain  LaCroix  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Clemen ee  Robertoy,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Thomas)  Rob- 
ertoy. They  were  married  in  1867  and  she 
died  three  yeai«  later.  In  January,  1870, 
Captain  LaCroix  wedded  Matilda  Charbe- 
neau, a  daughter  of  Captain  Louis  and  Ma- 
tilda (Moore)  Charbeneau,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ence.  They  have  a  son,  Louis  G.  LaCroix, 
who  is  now  a  sailing  captain  on  one  of  his 
father's  boats  and  has  followed  that  pursuit 
since  his  boyhood  days.  They  lost  five  sons 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  LaCroix 's  father,  Captain 
Charbeneau,  was  a  lake  captain  for  forty 
years,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  married  and  settled  fifty- 
two  years  ago.  lu  his  family  are  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mrs.  LaCroix;  John;  Louis; 
Julia,  the  wife  of  William  Orrasby :  William ; 
David;  Gilbert:  JIaude,  the  wife  of  Captain 
William  Jock:  and  Joseph.  All  are  residents 
of  Mount  Clemens. 

Captain  and  Mrs.  LaCroix  hold  member- 
ship in  St.  Peter's  Catholic  church  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent 
Association,  while  socially  he  is  associated 
with  Mount  Clemens  Club.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus;  II.  D.  Terry 
Post,  No.  216,  G.  A.  R.;  and  the  Lnraber 
Carrying  Association.  He  has  always  made 
his  home  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  enjoys 
to  the  full  the  respect  and  confidence  of  busi- 
ness associates  an<l  those  whojn  he  hiis  met 
in  other  ways. 


LOUIS  SHUMAKER. 


Louis  Shumaker,  living  on  section  4,  Clin- 
ton township,  is  devoting  his  attention  and 
energies  to  stock-raising  and  dairying  upon 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Michigan  since  1873  and  of  Macomb 
county  since  1875,  and  is  among  the  repre- 
sentative citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished 
to  this  state.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  fath- 
erland, November  22,  1849,  and  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  there,  acquiring  a  good  education 
in  the  German  language.  His  knowledge  of 
English,  however,  has  been  self -acquired.   He 
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emigrated  to  the  new  world  in  1873,  when 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  believing  that 
better  business  opportunities  might  be  en- 
joyed in  this  country.  He  took  ship  at  Ham- 
burg, engaging  his  passage  on  the  steamer  Se- 
lasia,  carrying  fourteen  hundred  people.  On 
the  20th  of  May,  1873,  he  landed  at  New 
York  city,  and  having  some  knowledge  of 
Michigan  he  made  his  way  at  onee  to  this 
state,  joining  some  German  friends  at  Kala- 
mazoo. He  was  first  employed  as  a  railroad 
section  man  for  one  year  and  afterward  went 
to  Gro^e  Isle  and  to  Trenton,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  railroad  work  for  the  second  year. 

In  1875  he  came  to  Macomb  coimty  and 
with  the  capital  he  had  acquired  through  his 
industry  and  economy  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Macomb  township,  beginning  with  serenity 
acres  of  raw  land,  from  which  he  chopped 
away  the  timber  and  cleared  away  the  brush 
until  he  had  prepared  the  soil  for  cultiva- 
tion. He  erected  buildings  there  and  con- 
tinued his  farming  at  that  place  for  four 
years.  In  1880,  however,  he  sold  that  prop- 
erty and  purchased,  where  he  now  resides,  on 
section  4,  Clinton  township.  He  is  to-day  the 
owner  of  a  well-improved  farm  here  and  its 
neat  and  attractive  appearance  is  largely  due 
to  his  imtiring  efforts  and  enterprise.  He 
raises  good  grades  of  stock,  including  horses 
and  cattle,  and  he  carri©*  on  a  dairy  business, 
milking  some  eight  or  nine  eows.  He  also 
makes  butter  for  private  customers  in  De- 
troit, finding  a  ready  sale  for  this  product. 
He  is  systematic  and  methodical  in  all  that  he 
does  and  his  well-directed  efforts  guided  by 
sound  business  judgment  have  formed  the  ba- 
sis of  his  prosperity. 

On  the  22nd  of  April,  1876,  in  Maeomb 
county,  Mr.  Shumaker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Louise  Glady,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, in  which  country  she  was  reared.  There 
are  seven  children  by  this  marriage:  Ida, 
the  wife  of  Ed  Sawitzky,  of  Mount  Clemens ; 
William,  who  died  in  1900,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years;  Mary,  Emma,  Edward,  Minnie 
and  Julia,  all  at  home. 

In  his  political  adherence  Mr.  Shumaker  is 
a  democrat,  and  his  fellow-townsmen,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  called  him  to  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Clinton  town- 
ship, in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two 
years.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  German  Evangelical  church  and  have  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  in  Macomb  county.  Mr. 
Shumaker  commenced  life  in  the  new  world 
a  poor  young  man,  and  from  the  position  of 
railroad  section  man  he  has  worlted  his  way 


steadily  upward,  securing  through  his  own 
labors,  and  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
wife,  a  good  property,  which  classes  him  with 
the  substantial  agriculturists  of  his  adopted 
coimty. 

ALLEN  McKAY. 

Allen  McKay,  living  on  section  21,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  yields  good  crops 
in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestows 
upon  the  fields,  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Bruoft 
township.  May  24,  1871.  He  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  Caroline  (Day)  McKay,  who  are  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  John 
and  Harriet  J.  McKay  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  Allen  McKay  was  reared  in  the 
township  of  his  nativity  and  pursued  a  com- 
mon school  education.  In  his  youth  he  worked 
in  the  fields  when  not  occupied  with  the  du- 
ties of  the  schoolroom  and  continued  to  as- 
sist his  father  until  the  latter's  death.  Later 
he  and  his  brother  operated  the  farm  for  one 
year  and  he  has  always  devoted  his  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  beeps  his  resi- 
dence and  barns  in  excellent  condition,  the 
work  of  repair  and  improvement  being  car- 
ried on  continuously.  His  home  is  surround- 
ed by  a  neat  and  well-kept  lawn,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay is  regarded  as  a  capable  farmer,  being 
successful  both  as  a  .stock-raiser  and  general 
agriculturist.  He  keeps  some  high-grade 
short-horn  cattle  and  pure-blooded  sheep  and 
alt  of  his  stock  is  of  good  grade. 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  1897,  Mr.  McKay 
was  married  in  Washington  to  Miss  Eliza 
Crissman,  a  daughter  of  Frank  Crissman,  also 
a  native  of  this  county  and  a  prominent  farm- 
er here.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Emma  Smith  and  was  a  native  of  this 
county.  Mr.  Crissman  reared  his  family  and 
spent  his  entire  life  here,  pas.sing  away  about 
1889.  His  wife  survives  him  and  has  been 
married  a  second  time.  Mrs.  McKay  w&a  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  Follow- 
ing their  marriage  Mr.  McKay  purehf^ed  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  locating  here 
he  began  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
his  land.  He  fenced  the  place,  erected  good 
buildings  and  to-day  has  an  excellent  farm 
property.  The  Page  woven  wire  fencing  is 
used  to  surround  his  farm  and  divide  it  into 
fields  of  convenient  size.  He  also  raises  high 
grades  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKay  was  bom  one 
child,  Florence  Eliza,  but     they     lost     this 
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daughter  when  slie  was  only  seven  weeks  old. 
Politically  Sir.  JIcKay  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can, always  giving  his  support  to  the  party 
at  election  times,  yet  never  seeking  or  desir- 
ing office  for  himself.  He  is  a  stockholder 
(uid  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Citizens'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Romeo,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  "Washington  Farmers'  Club,  lij'-  -"ife  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ehureh  and 
Mr.  MeKay  contributes  to  its  support.  He  is 
a  young  man  whose  enterprise  and  energy 
constitute  the  basis  of  his  success  and  whose 
further  advancement  is  assured  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  a  strong  purpose  and  laudable 
ambition  are  salient  features  of  his  character. 


1IIRA]\[  D.  ATWOOl). 

Among  the  citizens  of  Macomb  county  who 
in  former  years  were  prominent  and  active 
in  business  affairs  and  who  have  been  called 
from  life's  labors  was  Hiram  Douglas  At- 
wood,  who  was  bom  near  Mount  Clemens, 
November  29,  1838,  while  his  death  occurred 
December  31,  1881.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Jonathan  Atwood,  held  a  cap- 
tain's commission  under  the  king.  In  1754 
he  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  un- 
der Lieutenant  Josiali  Willard  and  Colonel 
Blanchard,  and  later  became  captain  of  the 
miuutemen  at  Weare,  New  Hampshire.  Es- 
pousing the  cause  of  the  colonists  he  signed 
the  assoeiatio]!  test  and  turned  out  at  the 
Lexington  alarm.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  safety  of  1776  and  as  captain 
took  part  in  the  expedition  against  Grown 
Point  after  the  battle   of  Late   Champlain. 

Otir  subject's  grandfather,  Peter  Atwood, 
was  boim  in  New  England  and  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Slichigan,  arriving  in 
this  state  in  1817,  He  secured  land  from  the 
government  and  developed  a  wild  tract  into 
richly  productive  fields,  making  his  home 
thereon  until  his  death.  He  assisted  materi- 
ally in  the  early  development  of  tJiis  part  of 
the  state,  his  efforts  proving  effective  in  re- 
claiming the  wild  district  for  the  purposes 
of  civilization. 

Hiram  Atwood,  Sr.,  our  subject's  father, 
was  bom  in  Vermont,  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  arrived  in  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  where  be,  too,  entered 
land  from  the  government,  his  deed  being 
signed  by  President  James  Monroe.  Taking 
up  his  abode  upon  this  tract  he  here  spent  his 
remaining  days,  devoting  his  energies  to  gen- 
eral farming.     He  passed  away  in  1872   at 


the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  and  at  that  time 
was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  county, 
having  lived  within  its  borders  since  1817. 
He  was  a  man  of  unimpeachable  character, 
his  life  being  actuated  by  high  and  manly 
principles.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Fannie  Cook.  He  after- 
ward married  Aurilla  Douglas,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  He  had  four  children  by  the  first 
marriage:  Adeline,  the  wife  of  Jonathan 
Widrig  and  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens; 
and  Alonzo,  Charles  and  Sylvester,  all  now 
deceased.  The  children  of  the  second  mar- 
riage are:  WiUiam,  who  resides  in  Peoria, 
Illinois;  Hiram  D.;  and  Phoebe,  the  wife  of 
George  Caldwell,  of  Flint,  Michigan,  now  de- 
ceased. 

Hiram  D.  Atwood  of  this  review  was  born 
upon  his  father's  farm  in  Clinton  township 
and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  He  pursued 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  becoming  familiar  with  the 
common  branches  of  learning,  which  qualified 
him  for  the  practical  and  responsible  duties 
that  afterward  devolved  upon  him.  He  wjls 
early  trained  to  the  work  of  the  fields  and 
thus  became  familiar  with  the  best  methods 
of  caring  for  the  crops  and  the  stock.  He 
Baw  no  reason  to  change  his  occupation  as 
he  attained  manhood  but  continued  upon  the 
old  homestead  and  there  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  general  farming.  He  led  a  busy 
and  useful  life  and  one  that  was  crowned 
by  successful  accomplishment. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  At- 
wood was  married  to  Miss  Allie  M.  "Wattor- 
soQ,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Van 
Eps)  Watterson,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Vernon,  New  York.  On  the  maternal  side 
she  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  Abraham  Van 
Eps,  who  was  bom  March  9,  1759,  and  was 
captain  of  militia  in  1778.  "When  Mrs.  At- 
wood was  five  years  of  age  her  parents  re- 
moved to  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
remained  for  sixteen  years,  coming  thence  to 
Michigan.  They  located  in  Mount  Clemens, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  days.  Mr. 
Watterson  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  fol- 
lowing that  pursuit  throughout  his  business 
career.  He  was  bom  February  21,  1816,  and 
departed  this  life  May  20,  1891,  while  his 
wife,  who  was  bom  March  19,  1818,  died 
March  8,  1878,  Mrs,  Atwood  was  bom  June 
17,  1841,  and  was  one  of  four  children,  the 
other  members  of  the  family  being:  Ade- 
laide C,  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  Martin  Keeler,  of  Mount  Clemens; 
and  Kate,  the  widow  of  William  McCausland, 
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of  Detroit,  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  were  * 
bom  three  children:  Mary  C,  born  Novem- 
ber 22,  1865,  is  now  the  wife  of  Michael 
Smith  of  Mount  Clemens.  Agnes  C,  born 
August  4,  1870,  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  J. 
Hole,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Margaret  A.,  born  December  12, 
18%;  Katharine  A,  bom  May  27,  1901;  and 
Elmer  Franklin,  horn  July  28,  1904.  Lou  A., 
born  July  29,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  A.  II. 
Kent,  and  they  have  two  children :  Gloria 
J.,  born  April  16,  1900;  and  Hugh  B.,  born 
October  27,  1903. 

Mr.  Atwood  gave  his  political  allegiance  to 
the  republican  party,  but  never  sought  or  de- 
sired olHce  as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  He 
belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree  the 
friendship  of  his  associates  in  that  fraternity. 
He  was  a  man  of  light  heart  and  cheerful 
disposition,  kindly  spirit  and  charitable  pur- 
pose and  many  poor  and  needy  ones  found  in 
him  a  true  friend.  He  was  never  ostentatious 
in  manner,  hut  his  genuine  worth  of  character 
was  recognized  and  called  forth  high  regard 
and  warm  friendship,  so  that  liis  death  was 
deeply  deplored  by  many  who  knew  him  out- 
side of  his  immediate  family. 


MARTIN  L.  SKILLMAN. 

Martin  L.  Skiliman  is  descended  from  one 
of  the  old  American  families.  His  grand- 
father, Jacob  Skiliman,  was  bom  in  New 
Jersey,  August  20,  1765,  and  wedded  Mary 
Hagaman,  who  was  bom,  March  13,  1767, 
in  what  was  then  New  Amsterdam,  but  is 
now  New  York  city.  His  death  occurred 
April  13,  1854,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
October  25,  1840.  Their  son,  Aaron  J.  Skill- 
man,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  after 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  was  married 
there  to  Eliza  Van  Norstand,  also  a  native 
of  the  same  state.  In  1852  they  came  to  the 
west,  settling  in  Harrison  township,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  the  father  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  devoting  his  en- 
tire life  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
August  21,  1869,  his  birth  having  occurred 
June  25,  1810,  while  his  wife,  who  was  bom 
April  6,  1812,  died  December  1,  1896.  In 
their  family  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
Martin  L.  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
Those  living  are:  Catharine,  the  wife  of 
John  P.  Hart,  of  Adair,  Michigan ;  Mary, 
the  widow  of  George  Beal,  of  Lansing,  Mich- 
igan ;  Martin   L. ;   Isaac,   of  Grand  Rapids, 


this  state;  George  Washington,  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio ;  and  Delphi,  the  widow  of  Albert 
Walker,  of  National  City,  California.  Those 
deceased  are:  Abram,  who  was  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1833,  and  died  February  17,  1885 ; 
Georgiana,  who  was  bom  April  26,  1840,  be- 
came the  wife  of  James  Bell,  her  death  oc- 
curring August  21,  1865;  Anna  Eliza,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1844,  and  died  July  3, 
1876;  and  Peter  VanDorn,  who  was  born 
December  18,  1851,  and  died  November  4, 
1874. 

Martin  L.  SkiUinan  was  born  near  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  August  21, 1838,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  state.  With  his  parents  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1852  and  worked  npon  the  home 
farm  in  Harrison  township  for  a  time.  Later 
he  was  employed  in  a  nursery  owned  by 
Henry  Huntington,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
after  four  seasons  he  went  to  Vermilion, 
Ohio,  where,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
Abram,  he  rented  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
continuing  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
His  patriotic  spirit  being  aroused  by  the  at- 
tempt of  the  south  to  overthrow  the  Union, 
he  enlisted,  in  June,  1862,  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  San- 
dusky. He  served  as  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany and  went  at  once  to  the  front,  partici- 
pating in  twenty -seven  important  engage- 
ments. He  was  in  front  of  Petersburg  when 
Lee  surrendered  and  at  one  time  he  was  cap- 
tured and  held  at  Libby  prison  for  three 
months,  but  becoming  ill,  he  was  released. 
On  the  16th  of  June,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  having  a  most  credit- 
able military  record,  for  he  was  a  brave  and 
loyal  soldier. 

Mr.  Skiliman  returned  at  once  to  Ver- 
milion, Ohio,  and  because  of  impaired  health 
he  sailed  upon  the  Great  Lakes  for  four 
seasons,  being  much  improved  thereby.  He 
then  became  express  messenger  for  the 
United  States  Express  Company  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  filling  that  position 
for  four  years.  He  afterward  had  a  bargt 
which  made  the  ports  of  Columbus  and  Chi- 
cago, and  following  his  marriage  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  in  Clinton  township, 
this  county,  where  he  conducted  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1877.  On  the  8th  of  June, 
1871,  Mr.  Skiliman  was  married  to  Miss 
Fannie  High,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  and 
Mary  Ann  (Oles)  High,  of  Mount  Clemens. 
Their  children  are ;    Charles  J.,  of  Cleveland, 
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Oiiio ;  Walter  H.,  of  Loa  Angeles,  California ; 
Jlary  Ann ;  and  Harry,  who  died  in  infancy, 
in  1887. 

Jfr.  Skillnian  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  ainee 
1870  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  has  been  very  prom- 
infiit  in  Grand  Army  circles  and  holds  mem- 
liership  in  H.  D.  Terry  Post,  No.  216.  He 
served  as  its  adjutant  for  sixteen  years, 
was  commander  for  two  years  and  was  senior 
vice  deputy  commander,  while  on  several 
occasions  he  has  been  representative  to  the 
national  encampments.  He  has  also  held  all 
of  the  offices  in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  of 
which  he  is  now  secretary.  For  twenty  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Soldiers  Relief 
board.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  his 
first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  has  been  suecessfiil  in  business, 
is  a  man  of  fine  traits  of  character  and  is 
hif,'lily  respected,  enjoying  the  warm  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
His  labors  in  connection  with  the  Grand 
,\.rmy  of  the  Republic  have  made  him  widely 
known  in  its  circles,  and  in  citizenship  he 
is  as  loyal  to-day  as  he  was  when  he  wore 
the  blue  uniform  of  the  nation  and  followed 
the  starry  banner  on  .southern  battle-fields. 


MARTIN  SACHS. 

Martin  Sachs  is  active  in  eomnmnity  af- 
fairs and  is  interested  in  all  mattera  pertain- 
ing to  general  progress  and  impi-ovement, 
while  in  his  business  career  he  has  mani- 
fested an  industry  and  perseverance  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  all  success  in  life.  His 
life  record  began  November  7,  1840,  the  place 
of  his  birth  being  Hessen,  Germany.  His  par- 
ents, Peter  and  Martha  (Eberhart)  Sachs, 
were  also  natives  of  Germany  and  in  the  year 
1848  the  father  brought  his  family  to  lilichi- 
gan,  spending  thirteen  weelis  and  three  days 
on  the  water  between  Havre  and  New  York. 
He  remained  for  three  weeks  in  the  metropolis 
of  the  east  and  then  continued  his  journey  to 
Detroit,  where  he  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1848. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  state 
land  on  section  24,  Warren  township.  It  was 
covered  with  heavy  timber  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  clearing  the  land  were  great,  while 
near  the  pioneer  home  was  the  danger  of  at- 
tack of  wolves  and  bears.  After  long  days 
of  toil  and  the  enduring  of  many  privations 
and  trials  of  life,  Mr.  Sachs  made  for  him- 


self and  family  a  comfortable  home,  prosper- 
ing in  his  undertaking.  There  he  resided 
until  his  death,  which  was  occasioned  by  an 
acciaent  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  he 
being  struck  by  an  engine  at  the  crossing  on 
section  24  while  returning  from  Detroit  in 
1885.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1891. 
There  were  three  sons  and  three  daughters  in 
their  family:  Martin;  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Ilouslen,  of  Erin  township;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  William  Bottomly,  of  Roseville,  Mich- 
igan; Louise,  the  wife  of  Wimmial  Stein,  of 
Warren  township ;  John,  of  Warren  township, 
now  deceased;  and  Jacob,  who  died  in  1862. 

Martin  Sachs  was  educated  in  district 
school  No.  4  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  work  incident  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  and  the  care  of  the  stock.  In  1862, 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account,  coming  to  Sagi- 
naw, iMiehigan,  where  he  was  employed  in  a 
sawmill  until  1867.  He  then  returned  to 
Warren  township  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  on  section  13,  from 
Joshua  Dielison,  of  Mount  Clemens.  There 
he  spent  many  years  in  arduous  toil  in  the 
development  of  his  farm  and  the  establish- 
ment of  his  present  comfortable  home.  He 
has  performed  other  work  aside  from  farm- 
ing, for  in  1858-9  he  assisted  in  building  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  hewing  the  timber 
for  ties  and  cattle-guards  on  the  land  be- 
tween sections  12  and  24,  after  which  he  built 
the  fence  on  the  east  side  of  the  track,  receiv- 
ing nine  cents  per  rod,  which  was  considered 
good  pay  in  those  early  days. 

Mr.  Sachs  was  first  married  August  12, 
1861,  when  Miss  Maria  Foster,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Foster,  of  Erin  township,  became  his 
wife.  Unto  them  were  born  the  following 
named :  William,  who  is  living  on  the  grand- 
father's homestead;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Fred- 
rick Bloom,  of  Roseville;  Annie,  the  wife  of 
Christ  Kaiser,,  of  Warren  township ;  and  Car- 
rie, the  wife  of  Nicholas  Trombly,  of  De- 
troit. The  wife  and  mother  died  June  11, 
1901,  and  on  the  17th  of  October,  19U4.  Mr. 
Sachs  was  again  married,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
to  Mrs.  Jennie  McFarlane,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Odette  of  that  city.  Her  father  was 
bom  in  Detroit  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  ma- 
rine er^ineers  on  fresh  water.  He  was  engi- 
neer on  the  Susan  Ward,  Forest  Queen  and 
Meteor,  and  the  last-named  was  burned.  He 
has  now  quit  the  lakes  and  is  acting  as  en- 
gineer at  the  Forest  City  Spring  Works  at 
Cleveland.  While  living  in  Detroit  he  was 
a  member  of  the  first  volunteer  fire  depart- 
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nient.  Mrs.  Saehs  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely;  Rose,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bonenfant,  of  Canada;  Mrs.  Emma 
Stephenson,  of  Cleveland;  Charles,  of  Cleve- 
land, a  marine  engineer,  running  from  Lake 
Erie  to  Tjake  Superior;  Harry,  a  machinist, 
of  Cleveland ;  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Holmes,  of  the 
same  city. 

The  cause  of  education  has  always  found  in 
Mr.  Sachs  a  warm  friend  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  school  and 
township  matters.  He  was  justice  of  the 
peace  for  three  years,  being  elected  in  1885. 
He  has  served  on  many  juries,  having  been  one 
of  the  last  jurymen  in  the  old  courthouse  un- 
der Judge  Stevens  and  one  of  the  first  in  the 
new  courthouse  under  Judge  Caniield.  He  has 
also  served  on  the  jury  under  Judges  Eld- 
ridge  and  Tucker,  He  was  elected  treasurer 
of  school  district  No.  4  and  filled  that  office 
for  many  years,  acting  at  the  time  the  new 
sehoolhouse  was  built,  and  on  his  retirement 
from  that  position  he  was  moderator  for  ten 
or  twelve  years.  During  the  years  which  he 
spent  in  Saginaw  he  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany No.  2  of  the  volunteer  fire  department. 
lie  holds  membership  in  the  Evangelical  Lu- 
theran church  near  Hand  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, a  church  which  his  father  helped  to 
bxiild  in  1849,  and  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
first  wardens.  Mr.  Sachs  of  this  review  has 
been  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  church  and 
cemetery.  In  1900,  owing  to  the  illness  of  his 
wife,  he  rented  his  farm  and  devoted  his  time 
to  her  eare  and  comfort.  The  year  follow- 
ing her  death  he  traveled  to  aome  extent,  vis- 
iting St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  and  many  lake 
ports  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall  he  returned  to 
his  home  on  the  farm  and  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing the  comforts  of  life  brought  to  hira  by 
his  earnest  labor  and  unremitting  diligence. 


JAMES  H.  ST.  JOHN. 

James  II.  St.  John,  a  dealer  in  grain,  coal 
and  lumber  at  Utica,  was  born  December  1, 
1843,  in  Troy  township,  Oakland  county,  his 
parents  being  James  B.  and  Malinda  (Sum- 
mers) St.  John.  In  the  paternal  line  the  an- 
cestry can  be  traced  back  to  a  very  remote 
period  when  representatives  of  the  name  went 
to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  having  been  in 
charge  of  the  carriages  and  ammunition  and 
acting  as  supervisor  of  artillery.  The  motto 
on  the  St.  John  coat  of  arms  is  "nee  quarrere 
nee  .spiriiere  honnrem,"  tlifi  literal  translation 


of  which  is,  "neither  seek  nor  despise  honor." 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Kensselaer  county, 
New  York,  bom  in  1810,  and  in  1828  he  came 
to  this  state,  settling  near  Utica.  He  followed 
farming  until  1856  and  then  entered  mercan- 
tile circles  in  Utica,  conducting  a  general 
store  there  until  1866,  when  he  retired  from 
active  business.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
county  he  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  and  he  afterward  owned  several 
farms,  which  he  sold,  usually  realizing  a  good 
financial  return  on  his  investment.  The 
Summers  family  came  from  New  Jersey  to 
Macomb  county,  settling  near  the  Oakland 
county  line,  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the 
St.  John  family.  They  also  owned  several 
hundred  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  is 
still  in  possession  of  their  descendants.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  B.  St.  John  were  born 
four  children,  of  whom  Byron  died  in  in- 
fancy, Samuel  P.,  who  died  in  1895,  was 
serving  at  that  time  as  register  of  deeds  in 
Macomb  county,  having  filled  the  (rffice  for 
two  terms.  He  married  and  has  a  daughter, 
who  is  the  wife  of  ex-Senator  Davis.  His 
widow  resides  in  Detroit,  Elizabeth  St.  John 
became  the  wife  of  A.  G.  Westbrook,  who 
was  a  business  man,  speculator  and  mer- 
chant at  Marine  City,  but  both  are  now  de- 
ceased. Their  four  children,  however,  are 
still  living. 

James  H.  St.  John,  having  pursued  his 
early  education  in  the  graded  and  high 
schools  of  Utica,  afterward  completed  a 
course  in  Eastman's  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  at  which  college 
he  was  graduated.  When  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  for  his  father  and  later  went  to  Ma- 
rine City.  He  engaged  in  business  for  him- 
self as  a  general  merchant  at  Lapeer,  Michi- 
gan, for  three  years  and  then  went  upon  the 
road,  traveling  for  a  Detroit  manufacturing 
house  for  seven  years.  After  leaving  the 
road  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  grain  and 
lumber  business  at  Utica,  being  associated  in 
this  enterprise  with  his  brother  Samuel  for 
three  years.  He  was  afterward  alone  in  busi- 
ness until  he  formed  his  present  association 
with  Calvin  D.  Church.  They  deal  in  grain, 
coal,  lumber  and  fertilizers  and  have  a  lib- 
eral patronage,  tiie  business  having  grown  to 
extensive  and  profitable  proportions. 

In  December,  1882,  Mr.  St.  John  was  mar- 
ried to  Sylvia  Church,  a  daughter  of  Haswell 
Homer  Church,  and  a  native  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, pursuing  her  education  at  Mount  Clemens 
Mnd   Davis.      She  survived  her  marriage  for 
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less  than  two  years  and  on  the  14th  of  Jann- 
ary,  1902,  Mr.  St.  John  wedded  Emma  E. 
Fuller,  a  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Helen 
(Hoyt)  Fuller,  who  removed  from  New  York 
to  Michigan.  The  Fuller  family  is  of  English 
lineage.  Mr.  St.  John  became  a  Mason  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Like  others  of  the 
family  he  has  always  given  his  support  to 
the  democracy,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  preferring  to  concentrate  his  en- 
ergies upon  his  business  affairs.  lie  has  been 
successful  in  his  undertakings  and  in  addi- 
tion to  his  mercantile  interests  he  owns  to- 
day two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  farm 
land,  a  part  of  which  lies  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Utiea.  He  has  alwaj-s  lived  in  Mich- 
igan and  the  attractiveness  of  this  state  as  a 
place  of  residence  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  many  of  her  native  sons  yet  continue 
within  her  borders.  He  has  foimd  here  the 
business  opportunities  he  sought— which,  by 
the  way,  are  always  open  to  the  ambitious,  en- 
ergetic man — and  making  the  best  of  these 
he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward. 


CHARLES  STEFFENS. 

Charles  Steffens  has  conducted  varied  busi- 
ness interests  with  keen  discrimination  and 
unfaltering  purpose,  working  steadily  for- 
ward to  the  result  that  he  has  desired,  and 
finding  that  persistent  labor  and  careful 
management  constitute  an  excellent  founda- 
tion upon  which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of 
success.  He  was  bom  on  the  River  Rhine, 
July  12,  1835,  his  parents  being  Adolph  and 
Aima  Maggie  (Isherlande)  Steffens,  who  were 
likewise  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came 
to  Michigan  in  1857  in  company  with  his  fam- 
ily and  settled  in  Grosse  Pointe  township, 
Wayne  county,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
carpentering  until  his  death.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  have  now  passed  away. 

Charles  Steffens,  the  eldest  in  their  family 
of  five  children,  came  to  Michigan  in  1854, 
locating  first  in  Detroit,  where  he  followed 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years.  Ha 
afterward  removed  to  Grosse  Pointe,  where 
he  lived  for  sixteen  years  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  took  up  his  abode  at 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  was  identified  with 
building  operations  until  1875.  "While  in  that 
city  he  drilled  the  first  mineral  well  there — 
a  well  now  owned  by  the  Avery  House.  Re- 
moving to  Erin  township  he  built  the  stave 
and  heading  mill  at  Praser,  being  connected 
in  this  enterprise   with  Charles  Kiiorr,   un- 


der the  firm  name  of  Steffens  &  Knorr.  In 
1885  they  built  the  sawmill  and  in  1889  Mr. 
Steffens  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and 
has  since  added  a  planing  mill  and  feedmiU, 
Here,  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  grinding  feed,  he  is  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  Steffens  piano.  He 
also  has  a  coal  and  wood  yard  in  connection 
with  the  mills  and  thus  his  business  affairs 
cover  a  wide  field  of  activity.  He  has  like- 
wise done  a  great  deal  of  building  in  Fraser 
and  at  present  he  owns  one  store  and  five 
dwellings.  In  1895  he  erected  the  handsome 
brick  block  called  the  Commercial  building,  in 
which  he  has  his  office.  The  remainder  of 
the  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  the  grocery 
and  saloon  conducted  by  Andrew  Steffens, 
his  son.  This  building  is  modern  in  every 
respect  and  is  a  credit  to  the  town  of  Fraser. 
Mr.  Steffens  has  also  devoted  much  time  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  is  at  present  oper- 
ating two  fine  farms,  comprising  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Erin  and  Clinton  town- 
ships, which  he  has  hewed  out  from  the  for- 
est. Through  his  earnest  labor  these  farms 
have  been  cleared  and  are  now  among  the 
most  productive  in  the  county,  being 
equipped  with  modem  accessories,  whUe  the 
fields  are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Among  the  other  industrial  purstiits  with 
which  he  is  connected  is  a  stave  and  head- 
ing mill  in  Roineo  and  he  owns  real  estate 
in  Mount  Clemens,  Romeo  and  Saginaw.  He 
was  president  and  vice-president  of  the  Far- 
mers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for 
nine  years,  and  when  he  severed  his  con- 
nection therewith  in  1896  he  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  German-American  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  with  headquarters  at 
Mount  Clemens. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1864,  Mr.  Steffens 
was  married  to  Fredericka  Arning,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Bernard  Arning,  who  was  born  in  Hol- 
land and  is  now  living  in  Erin  township.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  six  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living,  namely :  Matilda,  the 
wife  of  William  Heisner,  of  Erin  township; 
George  W.,  who  is  manager  of  the  mill ;  and 
Amelia,  the  wife  of  John  Swink,  of  Detroit. 
Mrs.  Steffens  died  in  1874  and  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1875,  he  wedded  Miss  Caroline 
Hofmeyer.  a  daughter  of  Henry  Hofmeyer, 
of  Roseville.  There  were  eleven  children 
horn  of  this  union,  of  whom  nine  are  living: 
Clara,  now  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado; 
Andrew,  Lillian,  Walter,  Olive,  Otillia,  Carl, 
James  and  Jeannette,  all  at  home. 

Politically  "STv.  Steffens  is  a  stanch  republi- 
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can  and  for  sixteen  years  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  his  decisions  being  strictly  fair  and 
impartial.  He  was  also  postmaster  of  Fra- 
ser  for  many  years.  In  1895,  in  eo-operation 
with  the  late  Edward  Weeks,  he  was  instru- 
mental in  incorporating  the  village  and  was 
elected  president,  which  ofiice  he  has  filled 
continuously  since.  He  is  also  commissioner 
of  the  poor  of  Macomb  county.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge.  No.  6, 
A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  German  Evangelical  church  at  Fraser 
since  its  oi^anization  and  is  now  one  of  its 
trustees.  He  has  long  been  recognized  as  a 
prosperous,  thoroughgoing  business  man  and 
is  much  respected  by  those  in  the  community 
and  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 
Although  he  is  now  seventy  years  of  age  he 
is  still  very  active  and  can  be  found  each 
day  looking  after  his  business  interests.  He 
is  an  excellent  example  of  the  self-made  man, 
for  he  started  out  on  his  business  career 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  with  only  sixty- 
five  cents  in  his  pocket.  His  name  is  now  an 
honored  one  on  commercial  paper  and  his 
present  position  indicates  his  financial  abil- 
ity. He  has  favored  every  movement  for 
the  public  good  and  his  endorsement  thereof 
furnishes  an  example  that  others  should  fol- 
low. His  wealth  has  been  so  honorably  won 
that  the  most  envious  cannot  grudge  him  his 
success  and  he  stands  as  a  splendid  type  of 
the  American  citizen,  who  in  the  utilization 
of  opportunity  and  the  strength  of  his  man- 
hood conquers  an  adverse  environment  and 
is  respected  and  honored  because  of  his  pros- 
perity. 

THOMAS  SCOTT. 

Thomas  Scott  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  the  village  of  Davis,  but  for  forty  years 
was  an  active  and  substantial  farmer  of  Ma- 
comb county,  owning  a  tract  of  land  of 
eighty  acres  on  section  2,  Macomb  township. 
He  was  bom  in  Lower  Canada,  May  16, 1845, 
his  father,  Archibald  Seott,  however,  being 
a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  early  life  to  Canada.  He  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Jane  Busby,  also  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  for  some  years  follow- 
ing his  marriage  he  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Canada. 
In  1852  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ma- 
comb county,  settling  in  Ray  township, 
where  he  purchased  wild  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  developing  a  farm 
which  was  equipped  with  iiindern   conven- 


iences and  accessories.  Later,  however,  he 
sold  this  farm  and  returned  to  Canada, 
where  he  again  resided  for  a  few  years.  He 
then  came  once  more  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Sanilac  county,  where  he  opened  up  another 
farm,  upon  which  his  remaining  days  were 
passed,  his  death  occurring  June  9,  1900, 
when  he  had  reached  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  His  wife  survives  him  and 
is  now  eighty  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Scott  was  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  while  ten  are  now  living  and  have 
become  heads  of  families.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  home  locality,  remaining 
upon  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  He  afterwards  worked  by  the 
month  for  several  years,  thiis  gaining  a  start 
in  business  life.  Following  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which  at 
that  time  was  wild  land,  no  improvements 
having  been  made  thereon.  He  had  to  clear 
away  the  trees  before  he  could  plow  the  land 
and  plant  crops,  hut  for  four  years  he  lived 
there,  giving  his  attention  in  unremitting 
manner  to  the  development  of  the  property. 
He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  the 
township  of  Macomb,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  which  a  small  tract  had  been 
cleared  and  upon  this  a  log  cabin  had  been 
built.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  lived  there 
and  a  wonderful  transformation  was 
wrought  in  the  appearance  of  the  place.  He 
erected  a  neat,  substantial  residence  and 
good  bams,  planted  fruit  trees,  built  fences 
and  tiled  the  place,  and  altogether  developed 
!i  valuable  farm,  which  was  pleasantly  and 
conveniently  located  within  nine  miles  of 
.Mount  Clemens.  There  he  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1898,  when  he 
sold  that  property  and  purchased  a  neat 
home  in  Davis,  where  he  has  since  lived  re- 
tired in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 

Mr.  Scott  was  married  in  Perth  county, 
Canada,  February  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Jane 
Patterson,  a  native  of  that  county  and  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Patterson,  a  native  of 
Scotland.  They  occupy  their  pleasant  home 
in  Davis  and  enjoy  the  warm  friendship  of 
many  with  whom  they  have  become  ac- 
quainted during  their  long  residence  here. 
Politically  Mr.  Seott  is  a  republican,  casting 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  high- 
way commissioner  for  three  years  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  polities. 
ITe   is  interested   in   the  local  work  of  his 
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party  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
great  political  principles  which  tend  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  nation.  He  has 
already  improved  and  operated  three  farms 
ill  this  county  and  thus  his  work  has  been  of 
benefit  in  reclaiming  the  wild  laud  for  the 
purposes  of  civilization  and  transforming 
Jlacomh  county  from  a  district  of  swamp 
and  forest  into  a  splendidly  improved  local- 
ity, having  all  of  the  advantages  of  the  older 
east.  In  his  business  affairs  he  has  ever  been 
fiiiind  straightforward,  being  a  man  of  his 
word  and  one  who  enjoys  the  trust  and  good 
will  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated. 


LEVI  B.  UAVIS. 

Levi  B.  Davis,  the  oldest  traveling  sales- 
man in  point  of  continuous  service  in  Michi- 
g;m,  is  a  native  of  Macomb  county  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Mount  Clemens.  Although  he  has 
passed  the  Psalmist's  span  of  three  score 
years  and  ten  he  is  still  active  in  the  affairs 
of  life,  and  in  spirit  and  interests  seems  yet 
in  his  prime.  Such  a  career  should  put  to 
shame  many  a  man  of  much  younger  years, 
who,  having  grown  weary  of  the  cares  and 
respoiaibilities  which  he  should  bear,  would 
relegate  his  duties  to  others. 

Mr.  Davis  was  bom  March  12,  1830,  his 
parents  being  Calvin  and  Sylvia  (Beards- 
ley)  Davis,  the  former  a  native  of  Worces- 
ter county,  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of 
Oenesee  county.  New  York.  Hon.  Calvin  Da- 
vis became  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Michi- 
gan, whose  career  reflected  credit  and  honor 
upon  the  state  which  honored  him.  He  was 
bom  in  Hubbardstown,  Massachusetts,  April 
27,  1793,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he 
went  to  the  wilds  of  western  New  York,  with 
his  widowed  mother,  settling  at  Covington, 
There  he  resided  until  1815,  when  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sylvia  Beardsley.  this  being  the 
first  wedding  of  a  white  couple  in  that  town. 
In  1824  they  removed  to  Macomb  coiinty, 
Michigan,  settling  in  Shelby  township,  as  pio- 
neer residents  of  this  portion  of  tiie  state, 
where  few  improvements  had  been  made  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  government.  Mr.  Davis  purchased 
a  farm  and  began  its  development  and 
improvement.  His  worth  of  character  and 
ability  soon  attracted  attention  and  in  1826 
he  was  appointed  by  Gfovernor  Lewis  Cass, 
associate  justice  of  the  county  court,  which 


position  he  held  until  the  court  was  abol- 
ished a  few  years  later.  In  1832  he  removed 
to  Macomb  township,  where  he  purchased 
a  large  and  heavily  timbered  farm.  There 
were  few  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
he  having  hardly  any  neighbors  nearer 
than  Moimt  Clemens,  ten  miles  away.  In 
1838  Judge  Davis  was  elected  sheriff  of  Ma- 
comb county,  being  selected  first  for  that 
position  under  the  state  constitution.  In 
1841  he  was  elected  to  the  state  legislature 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  many  early  im- 
portant measures  having  bearing  upon  the 
history  of  the  commonwealth.  He  also  held 
the  office  of  postmaster  for  twenty-three  years 
and  for  twenty-four  years  was  justice  of  the 
peace,  filling  the  latter  position  for  six  years 
under  appointment  of  Governor  Steven  T. 
Mason  and  George  B.  Porter.  Few  men  of 
eas'tem  Michigan  ever  became  more  closely 
identified  with  interests  of  the  state  than  he, 
and  none  were  more  favorably  known.  He 
possessed  superior  judgment  and  strong  in- 
tellectuality and  was  a  most  zealous  worker 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education.  His  re- 
ligious faith  was  that  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  his  life  was  in  consistent  harmony  with  its 
principles.  He  became  a  Mason  in  1824,  and 
in  1856  he  left  the  ranks  of  the  democratic 
party  and  became  a  strong  advocate  of  repub- 
lican principles.  He  died  February  11,  1870. 
Faultless  in  honor,  fearless  in  conduct,  stain- 
less in  reputation — such  was  his  life  record. 
His  scholarly  attainments,  his  statesmanship, 
his  reliable  judgment  and  his  charming  pow- 
ers of  conversation  would  have  enabled  him 
to  ably  fill  and  grace  any  position,  however 
exalted,  and  he  was  no  less  honored  in  public 
life  than  loved  in  private  life. 

In  the  family  of  Judge  Davis  were  ten  chil- 
dren but  only  two  are  now  living,  Levi  B. 
and  Victoria,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family  and  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  F. 
M.  Eeasoner,  who  died  in  California.  Those 
deceased  are:  George  W.,  who  was  born  in 
181fi  and  died  in  1843;  Sarah  Lavancha,  who 
was  bom  in  1818  and  died  in  1901;  Smith, 
who  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
years;  Eimiee,  who  died  in  1854;  Jonathan 
E.,  who  was  born  in  1828  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  his  death  in  1873; 
Mary  Ann,  who  was  bom  in  1828 ;  Calvin, 
who  was  bom  in  1852  and  died  in  1895 ;  and 
Svlvia  Marie,  who  was  bom  in  1835  and  died 
in  1902. 

Levi  B.  Davis,  who  was  the  second  member 
of  the  family,  spent  his  early  life  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  twenty  years 
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of  age.  He  only  attended  school  for  about 
three  months  each  year,  and  the  sehoolhouse 
in  which  he  pursued  his  studies  was  built  of 
logs.  He  afterward  enjoyed  a  year's  instruc- 
tion in  Disco  Academy  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  He  early  developed  his  musi- 
cal talents,  however,  and  he  entered  upon  his 
business  career  as  a  traveling  salesman,  repre- 
senting a  house  which  dealt  in  musical  mer- 
chandise, pianos,  organs  and  music-boxes.  He 
also  engaged  in  teaching  music  and  for  twelve 
years  he  continuously  held  musical  conven- 
tions. In  the  year  1868-9  he  was  professor 
of  music  in  Monmouth  Collegf,  at  Monmouth, 
Illinois.  Later  he  again  went  upon  the  road 
as  commercial  traveler  and  has  continued  in 
this  work  for  fifty-two  years.  He  is  yet  upon 
the  road,  representing  the  Reliable  Paint  & 
Oil  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his  terri- 
tory being  eastern  Michigan.  He  is  still  ac- 
tive and  is  the  oldest  traveling  salesman  in 
point  of  service  in  Michigan.  He  is  also  the 
oldest  native  resident  of  Macomb  county 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  has 
been  identified  with  this  church  since  1847, 
joining  the  congregation  which  had  its  house 
of  worship  on  a  part  of  his  father's  farm.  He 
organized  the  choir,  in  which  he  sang,  and  his 
own  musical  talent  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  only  singer  from  the  state 
of  Michigan  chosen  to  take  part  in  the  musi- 
cal service  at  the  funeral  of  Pre.sident  Lin- 
coln. 

Mr.  Davis  became  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Society  in  1865,  joining  Rochester 
lodge,  at  Rochester,  Michigan,  and  he  is  now 
a  member  of  Lodge  No.  10,  in  Jlount  Plea.s- 
ant,  Iowa,  where  he  made  his  home  for  ten 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Macomb  county 
and  for  six  years  lived  at  Utica,  while  since 
1890  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens. 

On  the  2nd  of  March,  1869,  Mr.  Davis  was 
married  to  Miss  Laura  Root,  a  daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Laura  (Meeker)  Root.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  her  mother  of 
New  York,  and  they  spent  their  married  life 
largely  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a 
stonemason  and  ran  a  line  of  canal  boats  from 
Akron  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while  later  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming.  He  died  in  Kent, 
Ohio,  forty-six  years  ago,  when  fifty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at 
Delhi,  Iowa,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  two  children, 
Grace  E.  and  Calvin,  the  latter  a  resident  of 
Mount  Clemens.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
George    Meflinnis,  of    Beaver,  Pennsylvania, 


who  is  assistant  auditor  for  the  American 
Sheet  Steel  &  Tin  Plate  Company. 

Mr.  Davis  has  a  very  wide  acquaintance 
not  only  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but  also  at 
many  points  along  the  road  over  which  he  has 
traveled  in  his  business  career.  He  makes 
f  rien(k  wherever  he  goes  and  those  who  know 
him  appreciate  his  visits  because  of  his  genial 
manner,  unfailing  courtesy,  his  cheerful  dis- 
position and  his  genuine  worth.  His  life  has 
ever  been  honorable  and  upright  and  he  has 
made  his  name  a  respected  one  in  the  various 
localities  to  which  business  or  social  relations 
liave  taken  him. 

LEONARD  H.  WILSON,  D.  D.  S. 

Leonard  H.  Wilson,  who  in  the  practice  of 
dentistry  has  shown  his  familiarity  with 
modem  improved  methods  and  his  capability 
in  the  performance  of  the  mechanical  work 
connected  with  the  profession,  has  justly 
won  the  repiitation  which  he  is  now  enjoy- 
ing. He  was  born  in  Halton  county,  On- 
tario, December  11,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Taylor)  Wilson.  The 
father  was  born  in  Durham  county,  Eng- 
land, in  1841,  and  was  taken  to  Canada  in 
1846.  He  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  now 
owns  land  which  he  purchased  from  a  Mr. 
Ramshaw,  who  took  up  this  land  from  the 
government.  He  married  Miss  Taylor,  who 
was  bom  in  Halton  county,  Ontario,  in  1842. 
They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living. 

Leonard  H.  Wilson,  the  eldest,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  and  afterward 
attended  a  collegiate  institute  in  the  city  of 
Guelph.  There  he  continued  his  studies 
until  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1891 
and  later  he  became  a  student  in  the  Ohio 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at  Cincinnati, 
and  in  the  dental  de])artment  of  the  Cincin- 
nati University,  where  he  prepared  for  his 
chosen  profession,  being  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1896,  and  on  the  27th  of  June  of  that 
same  year  he  opened  an  office  and  entered 
upon  practice  in  Armada  where  he  has  since 
remained,  enjoying  a  constantly  growing 
business.  He  has  a  well  equipped  office  and 
has  kept  in  touch  with  the  most  modern 
methods  of  dentistry.  His  work  has  given 
excellent  satisfaction  to  his  patrons  and  his 
ability  ranks  him  with  the  leading  dentists 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  1896  Dr,  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss 
Victoria  A.  Langrill,  a  daughter  of  William 
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and  Eliza  (Husband)  Langrill,  the  former 
a  native  of  Gananoque,  Canada,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Niagara  Falls,  Canada.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occuption  and  both  he  and 
bis  wife  have  now  passed  away,  the  latter 
having  died  in  March,  1905.  Mrs.  Wilson 
was  educated  in  district  No.  9  in  Halton 
county,  Ontario.  She  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children,  but  Clinton  Eugene,  born 
March  14,  1897,  died  March  25,  1899.  The 
others  are;  Clifford  Elwyn,  born  July  29, 
1900 ;  and  Elva,  born  July  20, 1904.  Dr.  Wil- 
son is  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow,  having  be- 
come identiJied  with  the  former  organization 
in  Harmony  lodge,  No.  43,  in  Armada,  while 
his  membership  with  the  latter  is  in  Armada 
lodge,  No.  442, 1,  0.  0.  F.  He  is  now  serving 
as  left  support  to  the  noble  grand,  has  been 
ti'fnsnrer  and  conductor  and  has  held  other 
olfices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  church  and  in  Armada  they  are 
widely  and  favorably  known,  their  circle 
of  friends  being  constantly  exten<led  as  the 
(-lr'i-li>  of  their  acquaintance  grows. 


(iEORGE  PALLISTER. 

(jeorge  Pallister,  living  in  the  village  of 
Meade  and  owning  ana  controlling  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Ray  town- 
ship, is  munbered  among  the  early  settlers  of 
this  section  of  Michigan.  He  has  resided  in 
the  state  since  1850  and  in  Macomb  county 
since  1860.  He  was  bom  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, Jiinuarj-  2,  1830,  his  father  being  WU- 
liaiii  Pidlister.  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  in 
whieh  liountry  he  was  reared  and  there  mar- 
ried .Miss  Mary  Conferth,  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, (jcorge  Pallister  remained  a  resident 
of  England  until  twenty  years  of  age  and  pur- 
sued bis  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  country.  The  year  1850  witnessed  his 
arrival  in  America.  He  took  passage  on  a 
sailing  vessel  and  made  his  way  up  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  and  on  through  the  lakes  to 
Detroit,  joining  two  brothers  who  were  liv- 
ing there.  He  settled  near  that  city.  Not 
long  afterward  he  began  work  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
for  seven  years  and  for  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  fishing  on  Lake  Huron.  He  worked 
persistently  and  earnestly  to  gain  a  good  start 
ill  life  and  thereby  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  present  prosperity. 

While  living  in  Wayne  eounty  Mr.  Pallis- 
ter was  married,  February  14,  1857,  to  Miss 
Ann  Tlarland,  a  native  of  Wayne  covmty  and 


a  daugliter  of  William  Ilariand,  who  was 
born  in  England  and  became  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Wayne  eounty,  Jlichigan.  Mrs. 
Pallister  died  December  21,  1858,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  bom 
January  5,  1858.  Mr.  Pallister  was  again 
married  in  Wayne  county,  October  27.  1859, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mary  Louisa 
Pretty,  was  was  bom  and  reared  in  that 
county  and  is  of  French  and  Polish  descent. 

On  the  Ist  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  PaUister  re- 
moved with  hLs  family  to  Macomb  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  35  in  the  town 
of  Kay.  This  property  he  still  owns  and  oper- 
rates,  it  having  now  been  in  his  possession 
for  about  lorty-five  years.  It  was  wild  and 
unimproved  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  but 
he  cleared  it  and  placed  it  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  also  erected  good  build- 
ings and  it  is  now  a  well-equipped  farm  prop- 
erty. He  continued  to  reside  thereon  until 
March,  1893,  when  he  removed  from  the  farm 
to  iticluuond,  where  he  lived  until  the  1st  of 
April,  1901,  when  he  moved  to  Meade,  where 
he  built  a  good  residence  and  is  now  occupy- 
ing a  comfortable  and  attractive  home  there. 

SVhile  living  on  the  farm  Mr.  Pallister  lost 
his  second  wife,  who  died  November  1.  1891. 
L'nto  them  were  born  four  children :  George 
Hewitt,  born  August  8,  1860,  was  maixied 
November  10,  1882,  to  NelUe  E.  Parker  and 
follows  farming  in  Bay  township;  Minerva, 
born  December  27,  1861,  was  married  Decem- 
ber 27,  1881,  to  Sidney  W.  Mathews,  of  Ma- 
comb township;  Vinellie,  born  December  2, 
1864,  was  married  December  18,  1889,  to 
Cyler  C.  Warner;  James  Henry,  born  Janii- 
ary  9,  1871,  was  married  March  1,  1893,  to 
Julia  H.  Warner  and  is  a  locomotive  engi- 
neer, residing  at  Vieksburg,  Mississippi.  Mr. 
Pallister 's  oldest  daughter,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
was  married  December  7,  1875,  to  W.  C.  Eieh- 
artls,  a  farmer  of  Bay  township.  He  also 
has  an  adopted  daughter,  Jennie,  who  was 
born  October  9,  1877,  and  became  an  inmate 
of  his  home  when  a  small  child.  Mr.  Pallis- 
ter was  again  married,  January  12,  1893,  his 
third  union  being  with  Mrs.  Jane  Castor, 
widow  of  William  Castor,  of  Richmond. 

Politically  Mr.  Pallister  does  not  hold  him- 
self boimd  by  party  ties.  He  is  a  believer  in 
temperance  principles  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  liquor  trafSe.  He  is  also  an  advocate  of 
free  trade.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Free  Methodist  church  and  their  religious 
views  permeate,  their  lives.  Mr.  Pallister  has 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  business  man 
and  is  of  genuine,     sterling     character  and 
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worth,  having  the  trust  and  good  will  of  his 
friends  and  neighbors  throughout  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  resided  for  more  than 
four  decades. 


CHARLES  SCHANCK. 

Charles  Schanck,  a  thrifty  and  well-to- 
do  farmer  residing  on  section  19,  Bruce  town- 
ship, was  bom  in  that  township  on  the  7th 
of  August,  1843,  and  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family  of 
this  county,  his  parents  being  David  and  Ellen 
(Sutphen)  Schanck,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire state.  The  father  was  born  December  9, 
1798,  reared  and  educated  in  Monroe  county, 
New  York,  and  from  there  came  to  Michigan 
in  1840.  After  two  or  three  temporary  loca- 
tions, he  finally  settled  in  Macomb  county 
about  1842  or  1843,  and  in  Bruce  township 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  on  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  passed 
away  January  21,  1866.  On  the  19th  of  May, 
1824,  he  married  Ellen  Sutphen,  who  was  born 
October  6,  1807,  and  died  November  17,  1876. 
In  their  family  were  four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, namely;  John,  who  married  and 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years;  Henry, 
now  a  farmer  of  Lapeer  county,  Michigan; 
George,  who  married  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years;  Charles,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Jane  Hosner;  Elizabeth,  who  married  and  is 
now  deceased;  JIrs,  Martha  Groves,  now  a 
widow;  Maria,  who  married  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Mrs.  Sarah  Castle,  a  widow  residing 
with  onr  subject;  Lydia,  wife  of  Richard 
Smith.  This  has  been  a  long  lived  family, 
the  youngest  to  die  being  fifty-five  years  of 
age  at  the  time. 

Charles  Schanck  passed  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  upon  the  old  home  farm  and 
early  became  familiar  with  the  arduous  tasks 
of  clearing  the  wild  land  and  transforming 
it  into  a  well  cultivated  farm.  He  had  good 
common-school  advantages  and  continued  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm 
until  the  latter 's  death,  when  he  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home 
place.  He  has  since  added  to  the  property 
and  now  has  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres 
of  very  valuable  farming  land  winch  he  has 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
improvements  are  neat  and  substantial  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicates  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner.     In  connection 


with  general  farming  he  is  also  engaged  in 
the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1872,  in  Rochester, 
Oakland  county,  Michigan,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Schanck  and  Miss  Celia 
Ketchum,  who  was  bom  in  Connecticut  but 
ivas  brought  to  this  state  in  early  childhood 
and  reared  in  Oakland  comity.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Julia  (Lloyd) 
Ketchum.  Her  father  was  bom  May  8,  1825, 
and  is  still  living  at  Laingsburg,  Michigan, 
but  her  mother,  who  was  bom  in  1828,  died 
in  1865.  Mrs.  Schanck  has  one  l>rother, 
Charles  P.,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas..  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schanek  have 
two  sons,  David  and  Vernie,  both  at  home,  but 
lost  their  only  daughter  in  infancy. 

On  national  issues  Mr.  Schanck  supports 
the  democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections 
he  votes  for  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  for  office  regardless  of  party  lines. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arcaniim.  He  has  led  a  busy,  usefn! 
and  upright  life,  which  has  gained  for  him 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  either  in 
business  or  social  relations,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  no  man  ju  the  comnumity  is  held  in 
higher  regard  than  Charles  Schanck. 


SYLVESTER  W.  HAINES. 

With  the  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests of  Washington  township  Sylvester  W. 
Haines  is  now  actively  identified,  owning  and 
operating  a  well-improved  farm  on  section 
15.  A  native  of  Macomb  county,  he  was  bom 
in  Shelby  township,  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Alson  Haines,  who  was 
born  in  New  York,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1832,  being  joined  by  his  father  and  the 
other  membera  of  the  family  the  following 
year.  The  grandfather,  Benjamin  Hainets, 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  our  subject  now 
resides  and  cleared  and  improved  the  place, 
converting  the  wild  tract  into  a  good  farm. 
Alson  Haines  located  in  Shelby  township  and 
there  opened  up  a  farm,  which  continued  to 
be  his  home  until  life's  labors  were  ended  in 
death.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wife  being  Laura  I.  Hodge,  also  a  native  of 
New  York  state  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. She  died  some  years  prior  to  her  hus- 
band's death.  To  them  were  bom  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  and  four  of  the  number 
lived  to  become  heads  of  families. 
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During  his  boyhood  Sylvester  W.  Haines 
attended  tlie  district  schools  near  his  home 
and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  began  to  aid 
in  the  development  of  the  farm,  thus  acquir- 
ing a  good,  practical  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  On  leaving  the  parental  roof 
he  worked  by  the  month  for  about  six  years, 
and  ill  1870  went  to  Harvey  county,  Kan- 
sas, where  he  took  up  a  liomestead  and  broke 
forty  acres  of  land,  raising  one  crop  of  wheat 
thereon.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  returned 
to  Maeomb  county.  Here  he  was  married  in 
1883  to  Miss  Mary  Haines,  a  daughter  of  Eli 
Haines,  formerly  of  Monroe  county.  New 
York.  To  them  has  been  bom  a  daughter, 
Ethel,  who  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

For  some  tiiue  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Haines  worked  at  anything  which  he  eould 
find  to  do  and  then  removed  to  his  grand- 
father's old  homestead  in  Washington  town- 
ship, where  he  has  sinee  resided.  He  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  this  property  and  his 
wife  inherited  a  pai-t  of  the  place,  so  that 
they  now  have  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  erected  a  good  resi- 
dence and  substantial  bam,  has  set  out  an 
orchard  and  made  many  other  useful  im- 
provements which  add  greatly  to  the  value 
and  attractive  appearance  of  the  fai-m.  In 
connection  with  general  farming  he  carries 
on  stock-raising  and  in  both  branches  of  hia 
business  has  met  with  well-merited  success. 

Since  casting  his  first  ballot  for  General 
XT.  S.  Grant  he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  republican  party  and  its  priiiciples, 
but  he  never  sought  ofliee.  He  is  a  progres- 
sive, energetic  man  of  sterling  worth  and  he 
commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
witli  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 


L.   E.   BEDELL. 

L.  E.  Bedell,  who  figures  prominently  iu 
financial  circles  in  Macomb  county  as  cash- 
ier of  the  Borneo  Savings  Bank,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  filled  for  ten  years,  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  tills  part  of -the  state  from  1873.  He 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  Clyde,  Wayne  coun- 
ty. New  York,  March  5,  1866.  His  father, 
Levant  Bedell,  now  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Romeo,  was  born  in  Albion,  Orleans  coun- 
ty, New  York,  in  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  Nor- 
man Bedell,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state, 
while  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  John  BedeU,  who  was  descended  from 
English  ancestry  and  served  his  country  as  a 


soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  family  was 
established  in  America  in  early  days  and  the 
strong  characteristics  of  the  representatives 
of  the  name  have  been  industry,  perseverance 
and  reliability.  Levant  Bedell  was  reared  in 
the  county  of  his  nativity  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  jeweler  and  silversmith.  As 
a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  journey 
he  chose  Miss  Henrietta  E.  Child,  also  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  For  several  years  Mr.  Be- 
dell was  successfully  and  actively  engaged  in 
business  in  the  Empire  state,  but  desiring  to 
establish  his  home  in  the  west  he  eame  to 
Michigan  in  1873,  settling  in  Romeo,  where 
he  opened  a  jewelry  store  which  he  has  sinee 
conducted  with  a  constantly  growing  patron- 
age. Throughout  the  third  of  a  century  that 
has  elapsed  since  his  arrival  he  has  not  only 
been  recognized  as  a  wide-awake  and  progres- 
sive business  man,  but  also  one  whose  inter- 
est in  public  affairs  has  been  manifest  in  tan- 
gible effort  for  the  general  good. 

L.  E.  Bedell  was  a  lad  of  seven  summers 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
and  was  reared  in  Romeo,  pursuing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course,  after  which  he 
became  a  student  in  the  Detroit  Commercial 
College  and  was  thus  well  qualified  by  thor- 
ough training  for  the  field  of  eonimereial  or 
financial  activity.  In  1885  he  entered  the  Ro- 
meo Banlt  as  a  clerk  and  bookkeeper  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  six  years,  when  in 
1892  he  resigned-  and  accepted  the  position  of 
booklieeper  in  the  Tilft  Iron  Works  at  Buffalo, 
New  York.  He  severed  his  connection  with 
that  firm,  however,  in  1893  to  become  book- 
keeper in  the  City  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  there 
remained  until  1895,  when  he  resigned  in  or- 
der to  return  to  the  Romeo  Savings  Bank, 
which  called  him  to  the  ofiice  of  cashier.  He 
is  a  .'itoekholder  and  director  in  this  institu- 
tion and  for  ten  years  has  served  as  its  cash- 
ier, being  a  competent  and  popular  ofScial. 
He  is  an  excellent  financier,  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding the  business  in  every  department, 
and  by  his  courteous  treatment  of  the  public, 
combined  with  his  fidelity  in  business,  he  has 
secured  many  patrons  and  practically  made 
the  bank  what  it  is  to-day — one  of  the  most 
successful  savings  institutions  in  Macomb 
county. 

:Mr.  Bedell  was  united  in  marriage  in  Ro- 
meo, in  November,  1903,  to  Miss  F.  C.  Dwin- 
elle,  a  native  of  Michigan,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  Romeo,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Jlrs.  Morenee  Dwindle,  a  widow 
now  residing  in  Romeo.     In  his  political  views 
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Mr.  Bedell  is  independent,  supporting  the 
candidates  whom  he  regards  as  best  qualified 
for  office  without  considering  their  party  af- 
filiation. He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  he  is  serving  as  one 
of  its  board  of  trustees.  Mr.  Bedell  now  ranks 
with  the  leading  and  representative  business 
men  of  Komeo  and  owes  his  advancement  and 
success  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  for  he 
started  out  in  a  humble  capacity  without  any 
special  pecuniary  or  family  advantages  to  aid 
him.  His  success  has  come  through  the  rec- 
ognition of  his  ability  and  trustworthiness. 
He  has  a  high  standing  among  the  business 
mon  of  Eomeo  and  is  popular  socially. 


CIJARLB8  F.  VOLKENING. 

This  wt'll  known  farmer,  residing  on  section 
i),  Chesterfield  township,  was  bom  in  New 
York  city  in  1847  and  is  a  son  of  George  L. 
and  Christine  (Blydon)  Volkening,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  birth  of  the  father 
occurred  in  Mendon,  Germany,  in  1820,  and 
in  that  country  he  grew  to  manhood.  Emi- 
grating to  America  in  1847,  he  made  his  home 
for  three  years  in  New  York  eity  and  then 
came  to  Slacomb  county,  Michigan,  buying 
the  Tapkin  farm  on  sections  34  and  35,  Ma- 
comb township,  where  he  lived  until  1871, 
experiencing  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  pioneer  life.  In  that  year  he  sold 
his  farm  and  retired  to  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death  in  1894,  his  wife 
dying  the  same  year,  leaving  three  children 
to  mourn  their  loss.  The  oldest  of  these  is 
Charles  F.,  of  this  review.  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  William  Price  and  lives  in  Canada.  Wil- 
liam F.  married  Helen  McLoney  and  makes 
his  home  in  Detroit. 

Charles  P.  Volkening  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  iipon  his  father's  farm  and  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  Atwood  district  school.  He 
aided  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until 
1870  and  the  following  year  operated  it  on 
shares.  He  then  purchased  his  present  home, 
known  as  the  Samuel  Canfield  farm,  where  he 
has  now  lived  continuously  for  thirty-three 
years,  devoting  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the 
place.  In  1880  he  built  his  present  comfort- 
able residence  and  in  1895  built  one  of  his 
bams,  the  other  being  one  of  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  county,  suppc^ed  to  be  one  of 
the  oldest  on  the  Gratiot  road.  Mr.  Volkening 
has  always  engaged  in  general  fariaing  and 


has   prospered   in  his   work,    becoming  quite 
well-to-do. 

Mr.  Volkening  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Zander,  a 
daughter  of  Jolm  Zander,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship. By  that  union  there  were  two  children ; 
llenrj',  who  married  Louise  Kultn,  a  daughter 
of  Christian  Kuhn,  of  Woodmere,  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  where  they  now  reside;  and 
August,  a  resident  of  Durand.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1876,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Volkening 
married  Miss  Alizza  Stier.  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Stier,  of  Chesterfield  township.  Her 
parents  were  also  natives  of  Germany  and 
came  to  this  county  in  1856.  For  a  number 
of  years  they  lived  in  New  Baltimore,  where 
they  owned  a  home,  and  on  selling  that  place 
bought  a  farm  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
Mrs.  Stier  is  still  living.  The  father  died  in 
1896.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Louise,  -now  Jlrs.  William  Johnston ; 
Alizza.  wife  of  our  subject;  Ella,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Schraede:  and  Henry  J.,  at  home  with 
his  mother.  By  this  second  marriage  Mr. 
Volkening  has  five  children:  Bmeline,  now 
Mrs.  Charles  Hourtienne,  of  Chesterfield  town- 
ship ;  Julia,  the  wife  of  Joshua  Clarke  Par- 
ker, of  the  same  townsliip :  and  George  L.,  Carl 
and  William,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Volkening  is  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  of 
New  Haven,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  for 
six  consecutive  years.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Chesterfield  and  Lenox  Townships  Far- 
mers' Clubs.  Those  who  know  him  best  are 
numbered  among  his  warmest  friends  and  no 
citizen  in  Chesterfield  township  is  more  hon- 
ored or  highly  respected. 


BKNJAJIIX  RITSSELL  McAHTIIUR. 

Benjamin  Russell  JIcArthur,  who  for 
many  years  was  connected  with  the  Park 
Hotel  as  general  manager,  was  bom  in  the 
eity  of  San  Francisco,  California,  June  20, 
1860.  His  parents  were  Major  Joseph  and 
Julia  (Woodworth)  McArthur,  the  former 
a  native  of  Dodgeville,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
latter  of  San  Francisco,  California.  Major 
McArthur  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point 
and  was  stationed  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage  with  Julia  Woodworth, 
He  was  in  the  far  west  for  many  years,  but 
early  in  the  '70s  moved  to  Chicago,  Illinois, 
which  was  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1902. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man- 
hoiKl  in  his  native  state,  and  after  receiving 
his  primary  education  he  entered  Santa 
Clara  college,  in  Santa  Clara  county,  Califor- 
nia, from  which  it  is  believed  he  was  grad- 
uiited.  Later  he  went  to  Cermany,  and  spent 
tlii-oe  years  in  the  celebrated  university  at 
Heidelberg  and  was  there  graduated.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  country  Mr.  McArthur 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  in  Chicago, 
hilt  spent  some  time  in  traveling.  While  at 
Niagara  Falls,  he  met  at  his  father's  hotel 
in  that  city.  Miss  Julia  C.  Kieffer,  daughter 
of  -lohn  and  Margretha  Kiett'er,  and  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1884,  they  were  united  in 
iiiarriage.  By  this  nnion  four  children  were 
l)nrn,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Ethel  Wood- 
w'oi'th  and  Mildred  TTpton,  who  make  their 
home  with  their  mother  in  Mount  Clemens. 

After  spending  about  two  years  princi- 
pally in  traveling,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McArthur 
ciiiiie  to  Mount  Clemens,  which  was  ever 
after  his  home  nnd  is  still  the  home  of  Mrs. 
.Mc-Artinir.  On  liis  arrival  here  Mr.  Mc- 
Arthur weiit  into  business  with  Mrs.  Kieffer, 
piirchasiiifr  a  half  interest  and  taking  charge 
of  the  old  Central  Park  Hotel.  They  at 
once  dropped  the  name  Central  and  asstimed 
the  name  of  Park  Hotel.  The  hotel  at  that 
time  was  an  unpretentious  two  story  frame 
structure  with  its  name  being  printed  in  large 
letters  clear  across  the  front  "Central  Park 
Hotel."  The  building  as  it  then  stood  bears 
no  resemblance  to  the  massive  striicture 
l^iiown  as  the  Park  Hotel,  with  a  frontage  of 
three  himdred  and  fifteen  feet,  and  which 
has  a  national  reputation  as  being  a  model 
hotel,  comparing  favorably  with  the  leading 
hotels  of  the  country. 

Mr.  McArthur  was  never  a  robust  man  and 
sjient  much  time  in  traveling.  Every  year 
with  his  wife  he  made  a  trip  east  and  to- 
gether they  visited  many  points  of  interest. 
While  at  Jlackinac  Island,  where  he  was 
ordered  by  his  physician,  his  death  occurred 
June  20,  1899,  the  anniversary  of  his  birth. 
Ilis  remains  were  brought  back  to  Mount 
('lemens  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  at 
that  place,  the  funeral  being  attended  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances, 
jiiany  of  whom  mourned  his  loss  as  that  of 
n  most  intimate  friend. 

Politically  Mr.  JrcArthur  was  a  democrat, 
but  he  had  no  political  aspirations  and  save 
as  a  commissioner  of  water  works  he  held 
nil  public  office.  He  was  frequently  solicited 
to  lend  the  use  of  his  name  for  the  office  of 
mayor  of  Monnt  Clemens,  but  the  honor  he 


steadfa.stiy  refused.  Doubtless  he  would 
have  been  elected  by  a  large  majority  as  his 
public  spirit  was  acknowledged  by  all. 

It  was  as  a  home  man  that  Mr.  McArthur 
was  at  his  best.  While  he  made  friends 
easily  and  as  landlord  of  the  Park  Hotel 
there  were  many  who  esteemed  him  highly, 
he  yet  preferred  the  privacy  of  the  home 
circh',  although  he  took  great  pride  in  the 
management  of  the  Park  Hotel,  and  the 
great  patronage  built  iip  spoke  volumes  in 
his  praise.  He  was  a  good,  true  man,  one 
for  whose  living  the  world  is  made  better. 

Mrs.  McArthur  makes  her  home  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  is  associated  with  her  mother 
in  the  management  of  the  hotel.  She  is  well 
known  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Like 
her  husband,  she  enjoys  traveling  and  an- 
nually spends  some  time  at  various  eastern 
summer  resorts.  With  her  mother  she  owns 
a  hotel  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  a  three 
himdred  room  house  used  as  a  winter  resort. 
The  grounds  comiin.te  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  acre.^. 


I'iiiLip  E.  cninvoiiTii. 


Pl] 


E.  ('iKlwiirth.  cnijaKed  in  nierehau- 
di'-:ir^^  in  Annnda  as  a  dealer  in  hardware, 
was  horn  in  Armada  township,  February  14, 
1SS2,  and  is  a  reprer^entative  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  father.  Xenophon  0.  Cudworth, 
who  is  still  interested  in  farming  in  this 
county,  was  born  in  Richmond  to^vnship, 
April  10,  18;i7,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  C.  and 
Tamson  (Tubbs)  Cudworth.  Philip  C.  Cud- 
worth  was  born  in  Richmond,  Ontario  coun- 
ty, New  York,  in  1811.  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1835,  locating  on  land  which  he  entered 
from  the  government.  He  cleared  a  small 
patch,  built  a  cabin  and  then  returned  to  the 
ea't,  but  ?oon  came  again  and  was  the  first 
t^ettler  of  Richmond  township.  He  was  also 
the  first  postmaster  of  Richmond  and  post- 
age at  that  time  was  twenty-five  cents.  He 
made  quarterly  trips  to  Detroit  to  settle  up 
his  accounts  and  on  more  than  one  occasion 
had  to  sell  something  he  possessed  in  order  to 
pay  postage  which  was  due  him  from  the  pat- 
rons of  the  Richmond  office.  His  wife's  great- 
grandfather was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 
Unto  Philip  Cudworth  and  his  wife  were  bom 
six  children :  Xenophon ;  Philip,  who  died 
at  West  Point,  Kentucky,  during  the  Civil 
war;  Harriet,  who  died  in  Lenox,  Michigan; 
Jenisba  A,,  wife  of  Charles  Chapman,  pro- 
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prietor  ol  a  hotel  at  Grand  River,  Iowa ;  Mary, 
wife  of  Peter  Scott,  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan, 
who,  however,  was  in  Alaska  for  four  years 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  a  mine  in  Mex- 
ico; and  Da^-id  S.,  a  farmer  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Maeomb  county. 

Xenophon  O.  Cudworth  well  remembers 
when  the  wolves  could  be  heard  howling 
around  the  cabins  at  night  and  he  saw  hun- 
dreds of  Indians  at  a  time,  for  they  then 
lived  all  over  the  state.  He  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Richmond  township  and  his  en- 
vironment in  youth  was  that  of  a  pioneer 
locality.  He  was  educated  in  a  log  school- 
house  where  there  were  only  four  or  five  pu- 
pils. The  building  stood  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Lenox  station  and  the  seats  were  split 
logs  while  the  desk  was  made  of  a  board  laid 
on  pins  around  the  room.  The  school  was  kept 
up  by  the  rate  bill  and  the  teachers  "boarded 
round."  In  the  pioneer  home  custard  was 
served  "when  company  came,"  and  the  chil- 
dren therefore  delighted  in  having  company. 
Xenophon  Cudworth  assisted  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  home  farm  in  his  youth.  He  was 
married  December  25,  1858,  to  Martha, 
daughter  of  Abner  Andrew  and  Eliza  (Hul- 
bert)  Hicks.  She  was  bom  June  23,  1839. 
Her  father  is  yet  living  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  and  her  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cudworth  have  lived 
together  for  forty-six  years  and  have  three 
sons :  Philip  Elton  is  the  eldest.  Albert  Bur- 
ton, born  October  26,  1866,  and  living  on  the 
old  homestead  on  section  36,  Armada  town- 
ship, married  Fannie  Wieman  and  has  a 
daughter.  Frank  S.,  bom  February  21,  1868, 
married  Nettie  Frances  and  lives  on  the  Car- 
ter farm  in  Armada  township. 

Xenophon  Cudworth  is  to-day  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  good  land 
and  formerly  had  other  tracts,  which  he  has 
since  sold.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
life  and  now  has  a  competence,  honorably 
earned.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and 
has  served  as  highway  commissioner  and  dep- 
uty sheriff.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church. 

Philip  E.  Cudworth,  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Armada,  followed  farming  un- 
til 1890  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the 
hardware  business.  He  purchased  the  busi- 
ness property,  but  afterward  sustained  a  loss 
by  fire.  He  has  since,  however,  biiilt  a  briek 
business  block  in  which  he  conducts  his  store. 
He  first  handled  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps, 
crockery  and  hardware,  but  he  closed  out  those 
lines  and  established  his  hardware  store,  with 


a  stock  valued  at  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  has  since  been  increased  to 
about  five  thousand  dollars,  and  his  energies 
are  now  concentrated  upon  the  management 
of  the  store  wherein  he  has  secured  a  liberal 
patronage. 

On  the  nth  of  February,  1885,  Mr.  Cud- 
worth was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Hathaway, 
a  daughter  of  0,  Sheldon  and  Cordelia  (Dun- 
ham) Hathaway.  They  have  two  children: 
Grace,  who  was  born  December  15,  1886,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Armada  high  school;  and 
Floyd,  born  in  1898  and  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Cudworth  is  a  member  of  Harmony 
lodge,  No.  143,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge.  No.  492, 
of  which  he  was  treasurer  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  connected  with 
the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  and  she  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  republican,  influential  in  local  circles 
of  the  party,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  village  council,  as  village 
president  five  years  and  township  treasurer 
for  two  terms;  His  devotion  to  the  general 
good  has  been  manifest  in  tangible  effort  for 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  village  and 
county,  and  his  labors  have  proved  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial. 


SPENCER  BOOTIIE  RUSSELL. 

Spencer  B.  Russell  was  born  in  Jerusalem, 
Yates  county.  New  York,  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1846.  His  father,  John  Russell,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  New  York  state,  where  he  died  in  1851. 
He  married  Mrs.  Ruth  Ann  (Andrus)  Bur- 
ton, her  ancestors  being  among  the  Puritans 
that  came  to  America  on  the  Mayflower.  After 
his  marriage  John  Russell  made  his  home  in 
Jerusalem,  New  York,  for  some  years,  but 
when  our  subject  was  quite  small  he  took  his 
family  to  Ontario  county,  that  state,  where  he 
soon  afterward  died,  leaving  his  widow  with 
six  children  to  support.  In  the  fall  of  1853 
she  decided  to  come  to  the  west  and  took  up 
her  abode  in  New  Baltimore,  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  but  she  passed  away  in  the  spring 
of  1855. 

Spencer  B.  Russell  was  only  eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death.  How- 
ever, he  soon  found  a  good  home  with  Abbott 
Van  Horn,  who  had  recently  settled  in  the 
woods  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Chesterfield 
township  and  who  agreed  to  give  Mr.  Rus- 
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sell  a  lioine  ani.!  what  advantages  the  district 
school  afforded  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.  In  return  for  this  our  subject  promised 
to  stay  the  required  term  of  years  and  to  as 
sist  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  during  the  sum 
mer  and  out  of  school  hours  diiring  the  re 
niainder  of  the  year.  There  was  no  contract 
signed,  but  their  agreement  was  never  vio- 
lated on  either  side. 

For  a  few  years  after  leaving  Mr.  Van  Horn 
!ilr,  Russell  devoted  his  time  principally  to  ac- 
quiring a  better  education,  receiving  private 
instructions  at  Mount  Clemens.  In  the  spring 
of  1866  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  Hubbard  &  Crocker  and  remained 
with  that  firm  until  his  admission  to  the  bar 
of  Maeomb  county  in  August,  1868,  although 
in  the  meantime  he  had  taught  in  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  months  in  order  to 
earn  the  money  to  defray  his  expenses.  His 
examination  for  the  bar  was  pronounced  to 
be  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  cir- 
cuit. 

Like  so  many  others,  Mr.  Russell  became  im- 
bued with  the  desire  to  go  west  and  according- 
ly, on  the  9th  of  May,  1869,  took  up  his  abode 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  but  he  did  not  remain 
long  in  that  city,  however,  and  the  following 
Jauuarj'  began  the  practice  of  taw  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  to 
western  Michigan.  Two  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  he  was  elected  coun- 
ty superintendent  of  schools  and  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  that  position  on  the  Ist  of  May, 
also  assuming  the  editorial  management  of 
The  Press.  After  two  years  of  this  dual  occu- 
pation the  superintendency  law  was  repealed 
and  he  then  devoted  his  entire  attention  to 
newspaper  work,  his  brother  becoming  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  business  in  1878.  The 
Mount  Clemens  Press  was  established  under 
the  name  of  the  Macomb  Conservative  Press 
in  1864  by  William  Longstaff  and  James  B. 
Eldredge,  who  continued  its  publication  until 
1868,  when  they  were  succeeded  by  John 
Trevidiek.  He  conducted  the  paper  until 
1872,  when  it  was  temporarily  suspended,  the 
offiee  being  closed  from  December,  1872,  until 
May  1,  1873,  at  which  time  Mr.  Russell  re- 
sumed its  publication  under  its  present  title, 
which  was  adopted  by  his  predecessor.  He 
sold  out  in  1890  to  J.  A.  Keith.  He  has  been 
interested  in  a  number  of  busine^  enterprises 
which  have  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the 
city;  was  secretary  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Bath  Company,  and  one  of  the  oriffinators  of 


the  Jledea  Hotel  and  Bath  House,  the  former 
being  publicly  opened  by  him  June  6,  1904. 

Mr.  Russell  has  always  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  local  politics  and  besides 
holding  several  minor  offices  in  the  village  and 
cit\  «as  elected  mayor  of  the  city  in  the 
spring  of  1881  over  a  formidable  opponent. 
Ihe  stoiv  of  his  subsequent  removal  by  the 
govemor  on  purely  technical  grounds,  his  re- 
nommation  and  re-election  as  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume,  is  a  fair  and  impartial  recital 
of  the  facts.  The  legal  technicality  upon 
which  the  governor  based  the  removal  was  the 
alleged  interest  of  Mayor  Russell  in  a  eon- 
tract  for  printing  between  the  city  and  the 
firm  of  S.  B.  &  H.  E.  Russell,  which,  as  shown 
in  the  testimony,  amounted  to  less  than  forty- 
five  dollars  per  year,  and  was  entered  into  for 
the  sole  benefit  of  H.  E.  Russell.  The  case  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  press  throughout 
the  state  and  never  was  the  oilficial  act  of  any 
executive  more  severely  criticised  and  impar- 
tially condemned.  Public  sympathy  was  all 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Russell  and  his  re-aeeession  to 
the  mayoralty  was  a  subject  of  congratulation 
for  months  afterward.  Instead  of  the  stain 
which  a  few  political  enemies  had  confidently 
hoped  to  bring  upon  his  public  record,  it 
proved  one  of  the  happiest  triumphs  of  his 
whole  life.  Among  the  many  han^ome  trib- 
utes paid  to  Mr.  Russell  by  the  press  at  this 
time  we  quote  the  following  written  by  George 
F.  Lewis,  then  managing  editor  of  the  Bay 
City  Morning  Call:  "Mr.  Russell  is  a  man 
of  no  small  individuality,  a  clever  man  of 
some  means,  decidedly  good  financial  ability, 
undemonstrative  even  to  reticence,  but  square 
and  conscientious,  if  we  know  what  is  what  in 
this  direction.  He  is  far  from  that  morbid 
sensibility  which  magnifies  every  trifiing 
trouble  into  a  threatened  disaster,  and  satis- 
fied in  his  conscience  that  he  meant  to  be  fair 
and  honorable,  he  paid  very  little  attention 
to  the  proceedings  which  were  taken  for  his 
removal. ' ' 

For  several  years  Mr.  Russell  has  served  as 
director  of  the  Mount  Clemens  school  board, 
which  position  he  stiU  holds.  But  the  part 
which  he  has  taken  in  the  development  of  edu- 
cational interests  is  specially  noteworthy  in 
his  long  and  faithful  service  as  commissioner 
of  schools  for  Macomb  county,  and  which 
has  ini pressed  his  name  indelibly  upon  its 
records.  His  genial,  pleasant  manner  has 
made  him  quite  popular  in  both  business  and 
social  circles,  and  as  a  public-spirited,  enter- 
prising man  he  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge 
any  duty  devolving  upon  him. 
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^rr.  Eutssell  was  married  Jaaudy  3  18S3 
to  Miss  Marie  11.  Van  Eps,  a  diu^l  ter  of 
George  B.  and  Matilda  (Fitch)  Van  Eps  of 
Mount  Clemens. 


ROBERT  MeKA>. 


Robert  McKay,  deceased,  was  iiorn  in  the 
village  of  Johnston.  Renfrewshire,  Scotland, 
March  4,  1813,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and 
Jane  (Allen)  JIcKay.  John  McKay,  the 
father,  was  boru  June  9,  1793,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  and  JIary  McKay.  Jane  Allen, 
the  mother,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
March  4.  1790,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  Allen.  The  parents  of  Rob- 
ert McKay  renioved  from  their  native  land 
to  Ballentoy,  County  Antrim.  Ireland,  in 
1819,  and  there  remained  until  1836,  when 
witli  their  family  they  came  to  America  and 
settled  near  Oakwood,  Oakland  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  purchased  a  lai^  tract  of  wild 
land,  and  on  a  part  of  this  land  they  lived 
until  the  time  of  their  deaths,  which  occurred 
as  follows:  John  McKay,  July  9,  1861,  and 
his  wife,  Jane  (Allen)  McKay,  March  4,  1859. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

Robert  ]\IcKa,y  left  the  parental  home  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  and  came  to  America  for  the  purpose 
of  participating  in  the  opportunities  that  the 
new  world  offered  to  the  young  and  ambitious. 
After  a  sea  voyage  of  thirteen  weeks  he  land- 
ed at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in 
1830,  and  secured  employment  with  a  mer- 
cantile house,  where  he  remained  until  1833, 
when  he  accepted  a  position  offered  him  in 
a  publishing  house  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
which  he  held  until  1836,  when  he  resigned 
to  return  to  his  parents  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them  in  coming  to  America. 

On  his  arrival  in  America  with  his  father's 
family  he  landed  at  the  city  of  New  York 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  Oakwood,  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal 
and  Lake  Erie,  where  he  purchased  wild  land 
near  his  father's  place  and  there  he  remained 
until  1841,  when  he  sold  this  farm  and  re- 
moved to  Bruce  township,  Macomb  county, 
and  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  raising  wheat  and  wool  and  was  very 
successful,  keeping  between  five  and  six  hun- 
dred sheep.     Through  his  energy  and  thrift 
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I  I   r  1(     1841      Eolert     McKay  was 

t   1  ,.e  to  Jean  C  aj     daughter 

f  Neil  and  Maij  (Wiley)  diaj,  lesidents  of 
Bruce,  and  natives  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland. 
Mrs.  McKay  was  boiii  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland, 
August  25,  1811,  and  died  January  24,  1862, 
From  this  marriage  there  were  five  children, 
as  follows:  John,  born  August  16,  1843; 
Mary,  born  February  1, 1845 ;  Robert  N.,  born 
October  15,  1847;  Annie;  and  Jane,  born 
January  20,  1852,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing except  Jlary,  who  was  tlie  wife  of  Dr. 
"William  GreensluGlds,  of  Romeo,  and  who 
died  March  15,  1903;  and  Jane,  who  died 
Februarv  21,  1878. 

On  April  24,  1865,  Robert  McKay  married 
Caroline  M.  Day,  daughter  of  Uriel  and  Olive 
(Sperry)  Pay,  of  Armada,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  in  another  portion  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
McKay  was  born  December  16,  1839,  in  Ar- 
mada, and  is  the  descendant  of  Robert  and 
Mary  Day,  who  ejnigrated  t«  America  from 
England  in  1834,  and  settled  at  Cambridge, 
Miissaehusetts,  The  ehiklren  by  this  marri- 
age were:  Henry  J.,  born  February  21,  1866 ; 
Rose,  born  March  16,  1867;  James,  born  Jan- 
uary 25,  1869 ;  Allen,  born  May  24,  1871 ;  Jo- 
seph, born  March  14.  1877;  and  Grace  Ruth, 
born  June  30,  1880,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. 

Robert  McKay,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
died  February  1,  1896,  and  about  two  years 
after  his  death  Mrs.  McKay  removed  from 
the  farm  to  Romeo,  where  she  now  resides. 
He  was  a  fluent  speaker,  a  man  of  strong  and 
unwavering  convictions  regarding  religion, 
temperance,  morality  and  the  freedom  and  up- 
lifting of  the  colored  man.  It  was  early  in 
his  life,  while  living  south  of  "Mason  and 
Dixon's  line,"  that  he  became  imprei^wd  with 
the  importance  of  these  matters  and  actively 
interested  himself  in  them.  It  was  while  liv- 
ing in  the  south  that  he  became  imbued  with 
the  principles  of  Christianity  and  united  with 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  After  he  settled  in  Michi- 
gan he  did  not  identify  him.se!f  particularly 
with  any  denomination  but  was  a  zealous 
worker  in  Sunday-schools  and  at  various 
times  gave  religious  discourses.  He  was  a 
forceful  and  untiring  worker  for  the  cause  of 
teiiipernnce,   and   in   early  life   would  often 
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walk  twenty  tiiilos  to  ;issist  in  a  juceting  or 
{live  a  temperance  lecture. 

While  living  in  the  south  he  saw  his  fellow 
beings  in  bondage,  saw  them  sold  as  chattels 
at  auction  and  families  separated  forever. 
These  and  other  facts  convinced  him  of  the 
inhumanity,  the  injustice  and  the  degredation 
of  slavery  and  moved  him  to  do  all  within 
his  power  for  its  abolition  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  slave. 

Politically  he  was  a  republican  through  life 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  1842,  when  there  was  only  one  other 
vote  cast  in  the  township  for  the  cause.  He 
was  connected  with  the  organization  known 
as  the  "Underground  Railway,"  and  shel- 
tered and  assisted  many  a  poor  slave  to  the 
sliores  of  Canada,  to  enjoy  that  freedom 
which  man  has  a  common  right  to  enjoy. 

It  was  in  1854,  the  year  of  the  birth  of 
the  repubhean  party  under  the  oaks  at  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  that  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  in  Bruce  township,  which  office  he 
held  continuously  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
Ele  was  onee  the  choice  of  his  party  for  the 
(iffice  of  state  senator,  but  was  defeated  owing 
to  the  district  being  overwhelmingly  demo- 
cratic. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
of  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  and  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  incorporators  held  August  22, 1875, 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  company  and 
held  the  office  continuously  until  February 
10,  1894,  when  he  resigned,  owing  to  age  and 
poor  health,  and  the  board  of  directors  upon 
accepting  his  resignation,  as  a  mark  of  respect 
and  confidence,  elected  him  a  director.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens  National 
Hank,  of  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  elected  a  di- 
rector, which  office  he  held  until  his  death. 

Mr.  MeKay  was  one  of  tlie  county's  most 
Viiluable  citizens.  He  was  public-spirited  and 
did  all  in  his  power  for  the  advancement  and 
general  welfare  of  its  religious,  moral  and  po- 
litical interests. 


HENRY  HALMiCIl, 

Henry  Halmich,  one  of  the  wide-awake,  en- 
ergetic and  practical  young  farmers  of  War- 
ren township,  living  on  section  9,  represents 
one  of  the  old  families  of  Macomb  county.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Amendis  Halmich,  was 
born  in  Prussia  and  eame  to  Macomb  county 
in  1851,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Johanna. 
He  settled  first  on  section  17,  Warren  town- 


ship, purchasing  the  Dennison  property, 
which  he  farmed  and  improved  until  his  death 
in  1860.  He  left  a  widow  and  six  children, 
namely :  Flora,  a  resident  of  Missouri ;  Tracy, 
of  Warren  township ;  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Bretner,  of  Sterling  township;  Jo- 
hanna, the  wife  of  John  Miller,  of  Detroit; 
William;  and  Dora,  who  is  living  in  Prus- 
sia. 

Of  this  family,  William  Halmich,  the  father 
of  Henry  Halmich,  is  also  a  native  of  Prus- 
sia and  in  the  schools  of  that  country  he  be- 
gan his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the 
district  schools  of  Macomb  county.  He 
always  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  development  of  the  land.  In  1864  his 
mother  sold  the  first  homestead  and  purchased 
the  Stephens  farm  of  sixty  acres  on  section  9, 
Warren  township,  to  which  they  removed  and 
for  which  he  received  a  deed  upon  the  death 
of  his  mother  in  1873.  Removing  to  a  farm 
of  about  thirty  acres  he  at  onee  made  further 
improvements  there,  building  bams,  remod- 
eling the  house  and  clearing  and  improving 
more  land.  In  1883  he  purchased  an  adjoin- 
ing tract  of  forty  acres,  on  which  he  built  a 
new  barn  and  added  other  modem  accessories. 
Whatever  tended  to  the  practical  improve- 
ment and  development  of  the  place  received 
his  earnest  attention  and  he  continued  farm- 
ing with  success  until  1901,  when  he  deeded 
the  place  to  his  son  Henry,  with  whom  he  is 
still  living.  There  is  a  lesson  to  be  learned 
from  his  life  work,  a  lesson  illustrating  the 
value  of  frugality  and  diligence  as  important 
factors  in  winning  prosperity.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  school  and  is  treasurer  of  district  No. 
6.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Warren  branch  of 
the  German  Arbeiter  and  belongs  to  St.  Clem- 
ens church  and  St.  Clemens  Society  at  Cen- 
ter Line.  He  was  married  on  the  12th  of 
April,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  Wolff,  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Joseph  and  Mary  Magdalene  Wolff, 
of  St.  Clair  county.  They  became  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living, 
as  follows:  Lena,  of  St.  Joseph,  Michigan; 
Johanna,  the  wife  of  Anthony  Wolff,  of  War- 
ren; Charles,  who  is  living  in  Oakland  county, 
Michigan;  Henry,  of  this  review;  Annie,  who 
is  living  with  her  brother  Henry;  Katie,  the 
wife  of  Michael  Cutchey;  Mary  of  Detroit; 
and  Ida,  who  is  teaching  in  district  No.  4  in 
Warren  township. 

Mrs.  William  Halmich  was  a  native  of 
Michigan,  but  her  parents  were  bom  on  the 
River  Rhine,  in  Oermany.   Coming  to  this  state 


,  Google 


372 


PAST   AND    PKESEiVT    OP   MACOMB    COUNTY 


in  1852,  they  settling  in  Detroit,  and  after  two 
and  a  half  years  removed  to  St.  Clair  town- 
ship, St,  Clair  county,  where  they  remained 
until  the  father's  death  in  1887.  Three  years 
later  the  mother  went  to  live  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Haimich,  and  died  at  her  home  June 
3,  1894,  her  remains  being  interred  in  St. 
Clemens  cemetery.  Charles  Bretner,  the  hus- 
band of  Caroline  Haimich,  sister  of  William 
Halmieh,  was  in  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry 
in  the  Civil  war  and  enlisted  in  1862,  but 
after  fifteen  months  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  iU-health. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  Henry  Hai- 
mich in  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  attended 
the  district  schools  and  in  the  summer  months 
worked  in  the  fields  and  with  the  exception  of 
four  winters  spent  in  the  Imnber  woods  of 
the  upper  peninsula  he  has  always  remained 
at  home,  doing  a  large  share  of  the  hard  work 
on  the  farm  but  receiving  his  reward  in  1901, 
when  his  father  gave  him  a  deed  to  the  old 
homestead.  What  he  undertakes  he  carries 
forward  to  successful  completion  and  in  his 
farm  work  he  follows  progressive  methods 
which  are  very  unlike  those  which  were  in 
vogue  at  the  time  the  family  home  was  estab- 
lished in  Macomb  county.  Everything  about 
his  place,  undei^  his  careful  supervision,  is 
kept  in  an  excellent  condition,  the  fields  being 
well  tilled,  the  buildings  in  good  repair,  while 
the  stock  is  of  high  grade. 

Mr.  Haimich  is  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  and  also  of  St.  Clemens  Society.  He 
belongs  to  Warren  branch  of  the  German  Ar- 
beiter,  to  Warren  Grange  and  also  holds  a 
policy  in  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany. In  the  spring  of  1904  he  was  elected 
school  director  of  Warren  township.  He  is 
now  carrying  forward  the  work  instituted  by 
his  grandfather  and  continued  by  his  father, 
and  in  its  different  generations  the  family  has 
been  found  loyal  to  the  general  good,  assist- 
ing materially  where  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  community  have  been  involved. 


BURTON  NYE. 

Among  business  and  professional  men  none 
are  more  closely  identified  with  the  growth 
and  best  interests  of  New  Haven  than  Bur- 
ton Nye,  who  has  made  his  home  here  for  a 
number  of  years  and  is  now  identified  with 
its  commercial  interests  as  a  dealer  in  hard- 
ware, while  his  connection  with  public  affairs 
has  been  manifest  in  his  capable  administra- 


tion of  the  duties  of  various  offices  that  have 
been  intrusted  to  him.  He  is  one  of  Ma- 
comb county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Washington  township.  May,  25, 
1857,  his  parents  being  Morgan  and  Harriet 
(Bates)  Nye.  His  father  was  also  born  in 
Washington  township  and  was  a  son  of  Al- 
vin  Nye,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1825,  settling  in  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  entered  land  from 
the  government.  He  was  not  long  permitted 
to  enjoy  his  new  home,  however,  for  his 
death  occurred  soon  after.  He  was  survived 
by  his  widow  and  two  children :  Milton  Nye, 
now  deceased,  and  Morgan  Nye.  The  latter 
spent  his  early  days  upon  the  home  farm 
and  when  a  young  man  began  teaching  in 
Boseville,  Erin  township,  while  later  he  be- 
gan government  surveying,  working  in  the 
upper  peninsula  and  in  Minnesota  and  Da- 
kota. He  located  a  great  amount  of  land  for 
the  Soo  Canal  Company  but  after  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  gave  up  surveying  and  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  where  he  remained  until 
1862,  when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lenox 
township  and  purchased  the  old  Kich  farm. 
Three  years  later  he  sold  that  property  and 
became  a  resident  of  New  Haven,  where  he 
engaged  in  general  merchandising  with  Tol- 
cot  Bates,  this  connection  being  prosperous- 
ly continued  until  1885,  when  Mr.  Nye  re- 
tired from  business  life.  He  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  public  welfare  and  his 
aid  and  co-operation  could  be  counted  upon 
to  further  any  movement  for  the  general 
good.  He  was  elected  vice  president  of  the 
village  and  afterward  president,  and  he  also 
served  as  director  of  the  school  board.  He 
died  in  March,  1903,  leaving  a  widow  and 
one  son. 

Burton  Nye,  the  only  son  of  Morgan  and 
Harriet  (Bates)  Nye,  acquired  a  district- 
school  education,  and  in  1880  went  with  bis 
father  and  uncle  on  a  government  surveying 
trip  into  Dakota,  where  he  spent  about  two 
years.  He  then  returned  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  soon  afterward  opened  up  a  gen- 
eral hardware  store  and  to-day  he  is  carry- 
ing a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  goods. 
He  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  reliable,  enterprising 
and  progressive  business  men  of  the  town. 

In  February,  1887,  he  married  Adeline  E. 
Robinson,  a  daughter  of  David  Robinson,  of 
AUegany  county,  New  York.  They  are 
prominent  socially,  and  in  local  political 
circles  Mr.  Nye  is  regarded  as  a  leader, 
giving  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 
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Upon  his  ticket  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  village,  also  village  elerk,  and 
has  been  assessor  and  director  of  the 
New  Haven  school  board.  The  interests 
wliieh  have  laid  claim  upon  his  time  and 
attention  have  been  varied,  for  anything 
which  tends  to  the  betterment  of  conditions 
for  mankind,  for  the  stimulus  of  material 
progress  or  the  improvement  of  his  village 
and  county  receives  his  endorsement  and 
assistance. 


JOHN  K.  UENTON. 

John  K.  Denton,  who  is  conducting  a  mar- 
ble and  granite  business  in  Richmond,  was 
born  June  23,  1858,  in  Richmond  township, 
Macomb  county,  his  parents  being  Darius 
and  Alecia  (Lynch)  Denton,  both  natives  of 
Pratt's  Hollow,  New  York.  The  Dentons 
were  of  old  Puritan  stock  and  Darius  Den- 
ton came  to  Michigan  in  1837,  settling  in 
Richmond  township,  when  only  four  families 
lived  within  its  borders.  He  purchased  a 
government  allotment  on  section  12  and  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  cultivate  the  farm, 
which  remained  in  possession  of  the  family 
until  two  yeai^  ago.  He  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  active 
business  career  and  was  also  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  hop-raising  in  this  county,  having 
been  a  suecessfiil  hop-raiser  in  the  eaat.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
sons:  Albert,  who  enlisted  in  the  Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  died  in  Anderson viUe 
prison.  Ira  C,  of  the  First  Michigan  In- 
fantry, was  shot  at  Fair  Oaks.  Robert,  also 
a  loyal  defender  of  the  Union  cause,  was 
made  a  prisoner  at  the  same  time  Albert 
was  captured  and  he,  too,  died  in  Anderson- 
viUe  prison.  Terrence  L.  was  drafted  for 
the  army,  at  which  time  he  was  working  in 
the  woods  and  was  iinaware  of  what  had  oc- 
curred imtil  it  was  too  late  to  report  to  his 
company  to  avoid  being  arrested  as  a  de- 
serter, so  he  changed  his  name  to  Charles 
T.  and  enlisted  in  another  regiment,  serving 
until  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him 
and  he  was  injured,  subsequent  to  which 
time  he  returned  home  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Michigan  in  1901,  four  children 
being  left  to  mourn  his  loss.  James  S.  is 
now  living  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Oliver 
served  throughout  the  war  ivith  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Infantry  and  died  at  Big  Rapids, 


Michigan,  in  1887.  Edward  M.,  who  served 
for  three  terms  as  county  clerk  in  Sanilac 
county,  Michigan,  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 

John  K.  Denton,  the  eighth  member  of  the 
family,  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Richmond 
township  and  remained  on  the  homestead 
farm  initil  1890,  becoming  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  there.  He 
then  removed  to  Memphis,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  and  in  the  livery 
business  for  two  years.  On  selling  out  there 
he  removed  to  Richmond,  where  he  has  since 
l>een  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  marble 
and  granite  monuments,  and  in  this  line  he 
has  prospered,  having  secured  a  large  pa- 
tronage because  of  the  excellence  of  his 
work,  his  reasonable  prices  and  his  straight-  . 
forward  business  dealing. 

Mr.  Denton  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1889,  to  Miss  Abbie  Sprowl,  of 
Lexington,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of  John 
Sprowl,  and  their  children  are:  J.  Kearn, 
Terrenee  L.,  Irene,  Georgia  and  Edwin. 

Mr.  Denton  has  never  sought  or  desired 
political  preferment  but  baa  given  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  affairs,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  signal  success.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  has  al- 
ways lived  in  Macomb  county,  where  he  has 
so  directed  his  efforts  that  he  has  gained  the 
prosperity  which  is  the  sure  reward  of  earn- 
est,   persistent    labor. 


HRRJIAX  H.  ORBITS. 

Herman  IT.  Orbits,  who  is  now  so  accept- 
ably tilling  the  p<isition  of  chief  engineer  and 
Kuperiiitendent  of  the  Mount  Clemens  water- 
works, was  iKirn  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, Xovenilter  14.  1849,  his  parents  being 
Lewis  and  Illizabeth  Orbits,  natives  of  Spain 
and  (jeriuany,  respectively.  By  trade  the 
father  was  a  shoemaker.  It  was  about  1839 
that  he  left  Spain  and  came  to  the  ITnited 
States,  landing  in  New  York  city.  Snbse- 
(luently  he  went  to  Oainesville.  Florida,  but 
wan  living  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  at 
the  birth  of  our  subject.  In  1863,  during  the 
darlt  days  of  the  Civil  war,  he  aided  the  Union 
forces  in  blockading  the  Mexican  coast,  and 
wliile  in  the  service  his  family  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  joined  them  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  died  in  that  city  at  the 
age  of  sixty-Feven  years  and  the  death  of  his 
i\-!fe  oceurred  at  the  same  place  when  she 


Hostcc  3,  Google 


374 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  three  children :  Addie,  the  deceased  wife 
of  Joseph  Deitsch,  of  Cleveland;  George,  who 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Lake  Shore  car  shops 
in  that  city  for  thirty-five  years;  and  Her- 
man H.,  of  this  review. 

Herman  H.  Orbits  received  only  a  limited 
education  during  his  boyhood  and  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  commenced  work  in  a  roll- 
ing mill  in  Cleveland,  where  he  was  employed 
for  a  few  months.  Later  he  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  millinery  store  and  devoted  two 
years  to  the  tinsmith 's  trade.  During  the  fol- 
lowing seven  years  he  learned  the  business 
of  steamfitting  and  plumbing  with  the  well- 
known  firm  of  C,  Riehl,  of  Cleveland,  and  at 
the  end  of  his  apprenticeship  went  to  Detroit, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  a  year. 
For  eleven  years  he  was  engaged  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  having  a  steamfitting  and 
pltunbing  ^op  at  No.  280  Michigan  avenue, 
Detroit,  and  in  1887  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
being  chief  engineer  for  E,  R.  Egnew  at  the 
Avery  House  for  three  years.  For  one  season 
he  was  also  in  the  employ  of  R.  C.  Ullrich  as 
a  plumber,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  ac- 
cepted his  present  position  as  chief  engineer 
and  superintendent  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
waterworks.  This  city  has  one  of  the  finest 
systems  of  artesian  wells  of  any  city  of  its 
size  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  having  twenty- 
two  wells  in  operation,  and  its  new  ^stem  is 
due  to  the  suggestions  and  energy  of  Mr.  Or- 
bits, who  has  proved  a  most  competent  man 
for  the  place  which  he  is  now  so  creditably 
filling.  This  plant  has  cost  the  city  about 
ninety  thousand  dollars  and  as  the  pumping 
station  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  and  well- 
kept  lawn  it  is  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1875,  Mr.  Orbits 
married  Miss  Julia  Kohn,  a  daughter  of  Lud- 
wig  Kohn,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living :  Lewis,  now  a  plumber,  of  Chicago ; 
Joseph,  who  is  assistant  city  engineer  at 
Mount  Clemens ;  and  Belle,  Rachel  and  Angus. 
all  residents  of  this  city. 

Although  quite  young,  Mr.  Orbits  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  Civil 
war,  becoming  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the 
Bankers'  Association  of  Iowa,  and  is  the  hon- 
ored president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Stationary  Engineers.  He  is  also  a  promi- 
nent member  and  treasurer  of  the  Twentieth 
Century     Club     of     Jlonnt  Clcitii'n^  and  he 


stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  liis 
fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat 
but  at  local  elections  supports  the  men  whom 
he  believes  best  qualified  for  offiee,  regardless 
of  party  ties. 


HENRY  J.  McKAY. 


Henry  J.  McKay,  a  legal  practitioner,  rep- 
resents one  of  the  old  families  of  Jlaeomb 
coimty,  being  a  son  of  Robert  and  Caroline 
(Day)  McKay,  whose  sketch  appears  in  an- 
other portion  of  this  work.  The  birtli  of 
their  son,  Henry  J.  McKay,  occurred  on  tho 
homestead  farm  in  Bruee  township,  Jlacomb 
county,  February  21,  1866,  and  there  he  whh 
reared,  early  becoming  familiar  with  the 
duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  t]ie 
agriculturist.  He  pursued  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  after- 
ward became  a  student  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
preparatory  to  entering  upn  the  active  work 
of  his  chosen  profession.  He  completed  his 
course  there  by  graduation  with  tlie  class 
of  1895  and  in  1898  he  opened  a  inw  office 
in  Romeo,  where  he  has  since  prospered  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  enjoying  an 
excellent  clientage.  He  has  practiced  in  the 
various  courts  of  Michigan  and  has  built 
up  a  good  business.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
character  and  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  his  profession.  Mr.  McKay  is  now  vice 
president  and  attorney  of  the  Citizens'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Romeo,  an  institution  which 
his  father  assisted  in  organizing.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  two  miles  north  and  east  of 
Romeo  in  Bruce  township,  with  first  class 
improvements  thereon,  has  a  fine  residence 
property  in  Romeo,  while  his  wife  owns  an 
interest  in  her  father's  old  home  property 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  ad- 
joining Romeo,  and  sixty  acres  of  timberland 
west  of  the  town. 

It  was  on  the  14th  of  December,  1898,  that 
Mr.  McKay  was  united  in  marriage  in  this 
county  to  Miss  Hattie  H.  Sikes,  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  J.  and  Sarah  (Crisman)  Sikes, 
of  Romeo.  She  was  bom  March  7,  1872,  and 
was  reared  and  educated  in  this  county.  By 
tlieir  marriage  there  was  one  son,  Ralph  S., 
bora  August  26, 1901,  died  December  6, 1901. 
Mr,  McKay  is  an  exemplary  Mason,  belong- 
ing to  the  lodge,  chapter  and  comniandery 
at  Romeo,  and  in  his  life  exemplifies  the 
beneficent  spirit  of  the  craft.    He  votes  with 
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the  republican  party  and  takes  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  local  polities.  He  has 
served  as  circuit  court  commissioner  for  six 
years  and  is  now  president  of  the  village 
board,  serving  his  second  terra,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  called  by  popular  ballot.  A 
young  man  of  strong  intelleetuality  and 
laudable  ambition,  he  has  already  attained 
enviable  success  and  his  qualities  are  such 
as  insure  a  bright  future. 


ALBERT  IIOVEY. 

Albert  Hovey,  who  for  a  half  century 
was  one  of  the  active  and  successful  far- 
mers of  Macomb  bounty,  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Romeo.  His  old  homestead 
place  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres 
is  situated  in  the  town  of  Bruce  and  is  a 
well  improved  and  valuable  property,  con- 
veniently located  about  two  miles  from 
Romeo.  Mr.  Hovey  is  one  of  the  few  re- 
maining early  settlers  of  the  county,  dating 
his  residence  here  from  1826.  He  was  but 
three  and  one-half  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  arrival,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Wyoming  county,  New  York,  October  10, 
1822.  His  father,  Sewell  Hovey,  was  born 
in  New  Hampshire  and  was  a  son  of  Josiah 
Hovey,  a  native  of  England,  who  became 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  old  Granite 
state,  taking  up  his  abode  there  when  a 
young  man  of  nineteen  years.  Sewell  Hovey 
was  reared  in  that  state  and  in  early  man- 
hood removed  to  New  York,  settling  in  Wy- 
oming county.  There  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Lucinda  Holmes,  who  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mr. 
Hovey  carried  on  farming  in  Wyoming  coun- 
ty for  a  number  of  years  and  three  of  their 
children  were  bom  unto  them  there.  Re- 
solving to  try  his  fortune  in  the  west,  how- 
ever, he  came  to  Michigan  in  1826,  settling 
in  the  township  of  Bruce,  Macomb  county, 
where  he  entered  land  from  the  government, 
securing  part  of  the  tract  that  is  now  in 
possession  of  Albert  Hovey.  Not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made 
upon  the  place.  In  fact  the  farm  was  all 
covered  with  timber  and  it  was  necessary  to 
clear  away  the  trees  and  brush  before  any 
plowing  could  be  done.  Mr.  Hovey  at  once 
began  the  work  of  improvement  and  culti- 
vation, and  as  the  years  passed  developed 
an  excellent  farm  whose  productive  fields 
returned  him  golden  harvests.  Upon  the 
place   he   spent   his   rcinniniiis?   days,   there 


passing  away  in  1873,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  died  in  1876.  He  had  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  was  afterward  granted  a  pension  in 
recognition  of  his  meritorious  aid  when  the 
country  was  engaged  in  hostilities  with  Eng- 
land for  the  second  time. 

Albert  Hovey  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  three  children.  His 
brother  George  was  married  and  died  when 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  His  sister,  Mrs. 
Botsy  Westbrook,  is  now  a  widow  living 
ill  Romeo. 

Albert  Hovey  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  and  attended  the  first  school  ever 
taught  in  Romeo.  There  were  four  houses 
in  the  town  when  the  family  home  was  es- 
tablished in  Macomb  county  and  the  Hovey 
farm  was  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  road 
in  the  midst  of  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Albert  Hovey  remained  with  his  father  dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  and  later  the  father 
lived  with  him  until  his  death.  He  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  and  there  he  con- 
tinued agricultural  pursuits,  placing  the 
fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
adding  many  modem  improvements.  He 
boiight  more  land  from  time  to  time  as  his 
financial  resources  increased,  erected  good 
buildings,  planted  an  orchard  and  made  a 
most  valuable  property.  He  was  actively 
identified  with  farming  interests  until  1899, 
when  he  left  the  old  home  in  care  of  his 
son  and  removed  to  Romeo,  where  he  has 
since  lived  retired. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  married  in  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan,  in  May,  1856,  to  Miss  Eliza  A, 
Carpenter,  a  native  of  Armada  township, 
Macomb  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Carpenter,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  locality,  coming  here  from  Vermont, 
his  native  state,  in  1836.  He  afterward  re- 
moved to  Lapeer  coimty.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hovey  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children :  Carson  F.,  a  farmer  of  Lapeer 
county,  is  married  and  has  two  children — 
Mildred  E.  and  Harold.  Elmer  is  operating 
the  old  homestead  farm.  Cora  B.  is  the  wife 
of  George  Grover,  living  on  a  farm  in  La- 
peer county.  Myrtle  I.  is  the  wife  of  Cassius 
M.  Inman,  a  farmer  of  Macomb  county.  They 
also  lost  three  children;  Lena  S.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty  months ;  Emma,  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  and  Samuel,  who  died 
unmarried  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 
Elmer  Hovey  has  three  children — Morris, 
Grace  and  Albert  N.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover 
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have  six  children — Lena  S.,  Arthur  E.,  Rob- 
ert, Floyd,  Ruth  and  George.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Inman  have  one  daughter — Bemice  L. 

When  age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  fran- 
chise Mr.  Hovey  became  a  whig,  supporting 
that  party  until  its  dissolution,  when  in  1856 
he  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  has  since 
supported  each  republican  nominee.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  thirty 
years  though  he  has  never  been  an  oiHee 
seeker.  He  has  deep  interest,  however,  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  county  and 
as  a  private  citizen  does  all  in  his  power  for 
its  improvement  and  upbuilding.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  he  is  serving  on  the  ofiieial 
board,  while  for  thirty  years  he  has  been 
a  trustee  and  his  wife  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  Few  residents 
of  Macomb  county  have  longer  remained 
within  its  borders  than  has  Albert  Hovey, 
who  for  seventy-nine  years  has  witnessed 
the  wonderful  transformation  that  has  oc- 
curred here.  He  has  seen  the  country 
change  from  a  wilderness  and  swamp  to  a 
highly  prodnctive  region  of  farms  and  gar- 
dens with  thriving  towns  and  villages  here 
and  there,  with  churches  and  sehoolhouses 
and  in  fact  with  aU  the  advantages  and 
privileges  known  to  the  older  east.  He  has 
ever  been  a  man  of  strong  purpose  and  has 
lived  a  useful  and  exemplary  life.  He  has 
now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
bnt  he  receives  the  veneration  and  respect 
which  should  ever  be  accorded  those  whose 
course  on  life's  journey  has  been  honorable 
and  straightforward. 


(JEORGE  TINCKNELL. 

George  Tincknell  resides  on  section  8,  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  grain  and  stock.  He  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  Michigan  from  1870,  in  which  year 
he  arrived  in  Macomb  comity.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Som- 
ersetshire, April  13,  1860.  He  and  his  brother. 
Simon  Tincknell,  emigrated  to  the  new  world 
in  1870,  making  their  way  direct  to  JIacomb 
county,  Michigan,  where  they  joined  their 
two  older  brothers,  John  and  William  Tinck- 
nell, who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic  some  years 
before.  George  Tincknell  resided  with  his 
brother  for  about  a  year  and  then  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  although  bnt  a  young  man. 
He  drove  a  team  in  Romeo  for  a  number  of 
years  and  the  neces-^jity  of  «iniiiig  his  own 


living  limited  his  educational  privileges,  but 
reading,  observation  and  experience  in  later 
years  have  greatly  broadened  his  knowledge. 
Later  he  worked  upon  a  farm,  renting  land 
subsequently  in  order  that  he  might  carry  on 
agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  account. 

It  was  in  1880,  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
that  Mr.  Tincknell,  then  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maggie  Casey, 
who  was  born  in  Romeo,  Michigan,  a  daughter 
of  David  Casey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  locality.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tincknell  located  in  Ray  township,  where 
he  rented  land  which  he  farmed  for  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Clinton,  where  he 
carried  on  general  farming  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  took  up  his  abode  on  another 
tract  of  land,  operating  the  Elisha  Smith  farm 
for  three  years.  In  1890  he  came  to  the  place 
where  he  now  resides  and  after  renting  for 
several  years  he  bought  the  farm  in  1904.  Here 
he  owns  and  operates  two  hundred  acres  of 
rich  and  arable  land  on  section  8,  Washing- 
ton township,  and  in  connection  with  the  rais- 
ing of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climate  he  also  raises,  feeds  and  sells  stock, 
his  business  affairs  being  so  carefully  directed 
that  his  income  has  annually  increased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tincknell  have  four  children : 
Julia,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  home 
school;  Cass,  who  assists  in  the  operation  of 
the  home  farm;  Charles,  at  home;  and  How- 
ard, who  is  attending  the  Romeo  high  school. 
Politically  Mr.  Tincknell  has  been  an  earnest 
republican  since  casting  his  firat  presidential 
ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is  serving 
on  the  school  board  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  advance  the  cause  of  education  and  to  era- 
ploy  competent  teachers.  Aside  from  this  he 
has  never  sought  or  held  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs,  which  have  been  so  carefully  and  hon- 
orably managed  that  his  success  has  made  him 
one  of  the  substantia]  residents  of  his  iidopted 
county. 


FREDERICK  W.  CARTWRIGHT. 

Frederick  W.  Cartwright,  interested  in  both 
merchandising  and  farming,  and  manifesting 
in  his  life  the  qualities  of  keen  perception 
and  strong  purpose  which  ultimately  bring 
success,  was  bom  in  Iltica,  Michigan,  June  6, 
1843.  His  parents,  John  Byron  and  Mary 
Jane  (Tyson)  Cartwright,  were  both  natives 
of  England.  The  father,  horn  in  Little  Steep- 
ing, Lincolnshire,  November  22,  181fi,  was  a 
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son  of  William  and  Susan  Cartwriglit,  farm- 
ing people  of  that  locality.  The  grandfather 
died  before  his  son  was  two  years  old  and  the 
latter  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Fred  Nor- 
ton, of  Trumby,  Lincolnshire.  There  he  after- 
ward learned  the  business  of  a  malster  and 
brewer  under  his  uncle,  who  followed  those 
pursuits.  He  was  married  at  Blyton,  Eng- 
land, March  22,  1842,  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
Cheseborough,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Tyson,  a 
native  of  Waintleet,  Lincolnshire,  and  in  1843 
they  sailed  for  America,  landing  at  New  York 
on  the  2d  of  May  of  that  year.  They  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  Utica,  Macomb  county, 
when"  lived  a  brother  of  Mi's.  Cartwright,  who 
was  a  farmer.  ]\Ir.  Cartwright  reached  Utica 
on  the  26th  of  May  with  only  seven  cents  in 
his  pocket.  He  had  no  alternative  but  to  be- 
come a  laborer  and  at  once  hired  to  Ira  H. 
Butterfield,  of  Sterling  township,  and  after- 
ward to  Payne  K.  Leech,  of  the  same  township. 
When  two  years  had  passed  he  purchased 
from  Mr.  Leech  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Sterling  township,  for  two  hundred 
dollars.  At  the  close  of  his  first  year  on  the 
farm  he  had  saved  up  one  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  and  six  cents,  with  which  he  made 
payment  on  the  property  and  he  was  to  have 
four  years  in  which  to  pay  the  balance,  but 
about  that  time  his  wife  became  ill  and  he 
grew  very  discouraged.  He  attempted  to  sell 
the  farm  to  its  former  owner,  Jlr.  Leech,  who 
refiised,  however,  to  take  the  property  back. 
After  making  several  attempts  Mr.  Cart- 
wright finally  disposed  of  the  farm  to  George 
Palls,  taking  in  exchange  five  dozen  brooms, 
which  six  months  afterward  he  took  to  De- 
troit and  sold  for  three  dollars,  of  which  sum 
he  paid  two  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents 
for  arrearajres  in  taxes.  Thus  ended  disas- 
trously his  first  attempt  to  become  a  land 
owner  in  America.  He  afterward  worked  land 
on  shares,  thus  operating  the  farm  of  William 
Lester,  of  Sterling  tow^lsllip.  In  the  mean- 
time his  hope  was  renewed  and  at  tlie  end 
of  two  years  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  in  that  township.  He  spent  the  suc- 
ceeding four  years  in  cutting  down  trees  and 
clearing  thirty  acres  of  this  farm,  and  then 
sold  out  to  Washington  Stanley,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Troy  township  in  Oakland 
county,  where  he  pui'chii-ed  eighty  acres  of 
land  from  Albert  Spragiie  and  twenty  acres 
adjoining  from  Xcl'^on  Pliy,  and  forty  acres 
each  from  Tracy  Babcock  and  Ji^hua  Fay. 
making  in  all  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  In  the  conduct  and  improve- 
ment of  this  place  he  prospered  and  finally  he 


rented  it  on  shares  to  his  son  Frederick  W. 
In  1862  he  revisited  England,  leaving  Detroit 
on  the  1st  of  May  and  returning  on  the  14th 
of  August  of  that  year,  more  satisfied  with  his 
American  home  than  he  had  ever  been  before. 
In  1864  he  decided  to  retire  from  the  farm, 
and,  selling  it  to  his  son,  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Birmingham,  where  he  purchased  a 
small  tract  of  land  of  twelve  and  three-quar- 
ter acres,  on  which  stood  a  little  biiilding.  In 
1866  he  erected  his  handsome  residence,  in 
which  he  and  his  wife  lived  for  many  years, 
enjoying  in  comfort  the  fruits  of  their  for- 
mer toil.  In  this  home  he  died  in  March,  1893, 
respected  and  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  widow  afterward  married  again,  but  sur- 
vived her  second  marriage  for  only  a  brief 
period.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  only  two  are  now  living :  Fred- 
erick W.  and  Melissa  A.  The  latter,  bom 
October  3,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  John  Truesdell, 
of  Detroit.  The  deceased  children  are :  Myron 
M.,  who  was  bom  May  4,  1849,  and  died  No- 
vember 2,  1860;  Mary  Evangeline,  who  was 
born  July  2,  1854,  and  died  November  29, 
1860 :  and  an  infant  son,  who  died  February 
18,  1858. 

Frederick  W.  Cartwright  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof  and  while  stiU  upon  his 
father's  farm  he  entei-ed  upon  his  business 
career  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  by  buying, 
selling  and  trading  horses.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  began  operating  the  farm  on 
shares  and  after  three  years  he  rented  it  and 
continued  its  cultivation  in  that  way  through 
the  three  succeeding  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  property  and  made  it  his  home 
until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Warren,  where  in  partnership  with  William 
Murthum  he  opened  a  meat  market,  which 
they  conducted  for  three  years,  when  Mr. 
Cartwright  purchased  his  partner's  interest, 
continuing  the  business  in  his  own  name.  La- 
ter he  established  a  general  store  in  a  frame 
building  on  the  site  of  which  stands  the  brick 
building  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Brooks.  He 
traded  his  stock  of  merchandise  later  for  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  near  Tpsilanti  and 
still  owns  that  farm.  He  then  bought  the 
John  Aims  grocery  store  and  removed  to  the 
building  in  which  he  was  conducting  his  meat 
market,  but  afterward  sold  this  store  to  Oliver 
Barton  and  again  opened  a  meat  market  and 
grocery  store  in  the  building  which  he  first 
occupied  in  the  village  of  Warren.  Here  he 
has  since  remained  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  patrons  and  his  honorable  business 
methods  have  brought  him  a  good  patronage. 
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Although  be  has  been  actively  engaged  Id 
merchandismg,  he  has  never  abandoned  his 
farming  operations  and  continued  the  man- 
agement of  his  home  place  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  until  about  six  years  ago,  when 
he  rented  the  property.  He  continues  farm- 
ing, however,  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  War- 
ren township,  just  outside  the  village,  and  he 
owns  eleven  and  a  half  acres  within  the  cor- 
poration limits  and  has  built  thereon  a  beau- 
tiful r^idence  which  he  now  occupies. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1864,  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Proctor,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Proctor,  of  Royal 
Oak,  Michigan.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
England  and  came  to  this  state  in  1851,  set- 
tling in  Dearborn,  Wayne  county,  where  her 
father  carried  on  farming  until  1856,  when  he 
removed  to  Royal  Oak  and  operated  a  rented 
farm  until  1868.  He  then  again  removed  to 
Wayne  county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  remaining  days.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  June,  1898,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  March,  1905.  He  left  nine  children, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Cartwright  is  the  eldest,  the 
others  being  r  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Strong  and 
Francis  John,  both  of  Detroit;  Mrs.  Abbie 
Jane  Phelps,  of  Plymouth,  Michigan;  Mrs, 
Elizabeth  Wright,  of  Leech,  Michigan;  Mrs, 
Evaline  Rathborn,  of  Livonia,  Michigan ;  Mrs. 
Edna  Murray,  of  Saline,  Michigan;  George, 
of  Tonquish,  Wayne  county;  and  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence McDermie,  of  Detroit.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cartwright  had  two  children,  but  both  are 
now  deceased:  &Iinnie  Ann,  who  became  the 
wife  of  William  Murthum,  of  Warren,  and 
died  in  1884 ;  and  John  Frederick.  Mr,  and 
Mrs.  Cartwright  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  and  their  own  home  is  justly  celebrated 
for  its  warm-hearted  and  gracious  hospitality. 
He  is  a  representative  of  our  best  type  of 
American  manhood  and  chivalry.  By  perse- 
verance, determination  and  honorable  effort 
he  has  overthrown  the  obstacles  that  have 
barred  his  path  to  succe^  and  reached  the  goal 
of  prosperity,  while  his  genuine  worth,  broad 
mind  and  public  spirit  have  made  him  a  di- 
rector of  public  thought  and  action  in  his 
locality. 


SAMUEL  CHENEY  PRICE. 

Samuel  Cheney  Price,  who  since  the  fall 
of  1900  has  been  a  representative  of  journal- 
ism in  Mount  Clemens  as  owner  and  editor 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader,  and  the 


Mount  Clemens  Press,  was  born  near  Ur- 
bana,  Ohio,  October  10,  1867,  his  parents 
being  Jacob  S.  and  Mary  Ellen  Price,  Hav- 
ing completed  a  course  of  instruction  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  coimty  he  en- 
tered the  Ohio  University  at  Athens  and  in 
addition  to  the  classical  course  devoted  two 
years  to  a  special  course  in  electrical  en- 
gineering. He  was  graduated  in  1891  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  in  his  earlier  manhood  Mr. 
Price  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  He 
filled  the  position  of  principal  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  high  school  from  September,  1892, 
until  March,  1895,  when  he  was  made  super- 
intendent of  the  city  schools,  so  acting  until 
November,  1900,  when  he  resigned  in  order 
to  become  publisher  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Press.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he  purchased 
the  Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader  and  is 
now  engaged  in  newspaper  work. 

Mr.  Price  was  married,  August  10,  1893, 
at  Sabot  Hill,  Goochland  county,  Virginia, 
to  Miss  Frances  Johnson  Norton,  a  daughter 
of  Augustus  and  Sarah  (Putnam)  Norton, 
the  latter  a  direct  descendant  of  General  Israel 
Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  One 
son  was  born  to  them  at  Sabot  Hill,  July  8, 
1896,  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Nor- 
ton Price.  Mr.  Price  is  a  member  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta,  a  college  fraternity,  and  also 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  while  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Mystic  Shrine.  The  concensus  of 
public  opinion  regarding  his  school  work  was 
most  favorable  and  under  his  guidance  the 
Mount  Clemens  Daily  Leader  and  the  Mount 
Clemens  Press  have  become  journals  credit- 
able alike  to  their  publisher  and  to  the  pub- 
lic. 


FRANK  P.ARKER. 

Frank  Parlier,  identified  with  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Romeo,  where  he  is  known  as  a 
]>raetical  mechanic  and  good  business  man, 
having  for  the  past  fourteen  years  been  en- 
gaged in  contracting  and  building  here,  was 
born  in  Ray  township,  February  10,  1857. 
His  paternal  grandfather.  Squire  Harvey 
Parker,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan, locating  here  in  1830  when  its  popula- 
tion was  very  sparse  and  when  land  could  be 
secured  almost  for  the  asking.  His  son,  Zarah 
Parker,  was  born  Feliruary  12,  1832,  in  this 
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state  and  was  reared  to  manhood  near  Detroit. 
After  reaching  mature  years  he  married  Han- 
nah Schultz,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  A.  and  Maria  A.  Schultz. 
About  1846  he  established  hia  home  in  Ma- 
comb county,  settling  in  Ray  township,  where 
lie  purchased  land  and  opened  up  a  farm. 
In  August,  1862,  he  joined  the  boys  in  blue, 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
went  south  and  there  he  gave  up  his  life 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country,  being  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Chiekamauga  in  1863.  He  had 
been  promoted  on  the  field  there  and  was 
known  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier,  never  fal- 
tering in  the  performance  of  any  duty.  Mrs, 
Parker  survived  her  husband  and  devoted  her- 
self to  rearing  their  children.  Two  sons  and 
a  daughter  are  yet  living,  the  brother  being 
Harvey,  who  now  resides  in  Columbia  Falls 
Montana,  while  the  sisrter  Ida  is  the  wife  of 
Simeon  Cole,  a  repiesentatne  faimer  of  Rav 
township,  living  on  the  Cole  homestead 

Frank  Parker,  the  other  member  of  the 
family,  pursued  his  education  m  the  ■schools 
of  Romeo  and  was  reaied  in  tht  usual  mannei 
of  fanner  lads.  He  afterward  bought  out  the 
interests  of  the  othei  heirs  and  suecteded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  home  pioperti  which 
he  farmed  for  a  nunibei  of  years  placing  his 
fields  under  a  higli  state  of  cultnation  and 
annually  harvesting  iich  crops  therefiom 
Tlie  farm  became  valuable  owing  to  the  im 
provements  which  he  placed  upon  it  He  built 
a  good  bam,  divided  the  place  by  well  kept 
fences  and  continued  th  Hoik  of  piogressive 
practical  farming  until  1891,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Romeo  and  here  built  a  residence. 
He  then  became  connected  with  a  stave  mill, 
purchasing  the  plant  known  as  the  Armada 
stave  mill,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years. 
He  has  since  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building,  erecting  a  number  of  good  residences 
and  he  has  also  done  repair  work  and  taken 
contracts  for  putting  in  electric  light  wires. 
He  has  also  built  cement  walks  under  contract 
and  is  well  known  here  as  a  general  eon- 
tractor,  doing  a  good  business.  He  owns  seven 
substantial  residences  in  town  and  his  prop- 
erty is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  en- 
terprise and  thrift.  He  is  now  making  ar- 
rangements to  erect  a  store  building  of  cement 
blocks,  which  will  be  the  first  structure  of  the 
kind  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Parker 
owns  the  machine  with  which  he  is  manufac- 
turing the  blocks.  The  building  is  to  be  two 
stories  in  height,  fifty  feet  front  and  seventy- 
five  feet  deep.    The  lower  floor  will  be  divided 


into  two  store  rooms  and  the  upper  into  lodge 
rooms  for  the  Masonic  order. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1881,  in  Romeo,  Frank 
Parker  was  married  to  Jane  Griffin,  who  was 
born  in  Marengo,  Illinois,  May  16,  1857,  and 
came  to  Macomb  county  when  a  maiden  of 
seven  years,  her  father  being  Lyman  Griffin, 
who  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Illinois,  being  married  in 
Marengo  to  Miss  Ruth  Niekerson,  a  native  of 
that  city.  The  other  children  in  the  Griffin 
family  were  James,  who  was  killed  while  serv- 
ing his  country  in  the  Civil  war;  Charles, 
horn  May  26,  1851,  and  John,  bom  November 
16,  1854.  The  father  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  the  township  of  "Wash- 
ington, Macomb  county.  The  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parker  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  Arthur  J.,  bom  August  8,  1882; 
Eva  S  born  December  5,  1884 ;  Clarence  F., 
bom  February  11,  1887;  and  Frank,  bom 
No\embei  10,  1888. 

Mrs  Parker  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  although  Mr.  Parker  is  not 
identified  with  any  religious  organization  he 
Lontiibutes  to  tlie  support  of  the  church  and 
is  libeial  in  upholding  every  measure  that  he 
belie\t,s  will  be  of  benefit  to  his  locality.  He 
belong-f  to  Romeo  lodge,  A.  P.  &  A,  M.,  and 
with  his  wife  and  daughter  is  connected  with 
the  Older  of  the  Eastern  Star.  In  local  politi- 
cal tnteiests  he  is  independent,  but  where  na- 
tional issues  are  involved  gives  an  unfaltering 
supput  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a  man 
of  firm  purpose,  who  forms  his  plans  readily 
and  IS  determined  in  their  execution.  He 
possesses  great  energy  and  force  of  character 
that  enables  him  to  accomplish  whatever  he 
undertakes  and  as  a  general  contractor  he  has 
become  well  known  in  the  business  circles  of 
Romeo.  lTi«  name  is  honored  on  commercial 
paper  and  in  all  trade  transactions  his  word 
has  ever  been  found  as  good  as  any  bond 
solemnised  by  signature  or  seal. 


ALEXANDER  GTINN,  M.  D. 

Alexander  Gunn,  a  capable  practitioner 
of  medicine  and  surgery  in  New  Haven, 
whose  labors,  aside  from  his  profession,  have 
also  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  town — 
for  he  has  worked  persistently  and  efficiently 
to  better  sanitary  conditions  here — was  born 
in  Nova  Scotia,  January  13,  1833.  His 
father,  Alexander  Gunn,  was  a  native  of  Ar- 
gyleshire,  Scotland,  and  when  a  youth  of 
fifteen  years  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 


,  Google 


386 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    RIACOMB    COUNTY 


world,  living  for  some  time  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  and  mar- 
■  ried  Miss  Mehitable  Baine,  who  was  born 
in  Digby  county,  Nova  Scotia.  They  re- 
moved to  Middlesex  county,  Ontario,  where 
the  death  of  the  husband  occurred  about 
1850.  His  widow  survived  him  until  1868. 
In  his  .  family  were  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  eleven  grew  to  maturity.  Dr.  Gurm 
is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of 
Elgin  county,  Ontario,  for  the  educational 
advantages  he  enjoyed  along  literary  lines. 
Early  in  life  he  began  to  study  medicine, 
spending  two  years  under  the  preceptorship 
of  Dr.  M.  B.  McCausland,  of  Ingersol,  On- 
tario. He  then  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1864,  and  he 
spent  the  succeeding  year  in  Ontario.  He 
then  returned  to  the  United  States  and  be- 
gan the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
Richmond,  Macomb  county,  where  he  became 
acquainted  with  Dr.  T>.  G.  Gleason,  who  per- 
suaded him  to  take  Tip  his  practice  in  Ches- 
terfield township.  He  removed  from  Rich- 
mond to  Dr.  Gleason 's  residence  near  the 
Congregational  church  on  the  Gratiot  road, 
and  there  he  continued  in  practice  \intil  1871, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  New  Haven, 
Michigan,  where  he  has  since  remained,  be- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  JIaeomb  county  at  this  writing. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Northeastern  Medi- 
cal Association,  serving  for  one  term  as 
vice  president  and  one  term  as  president. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Macomb  County 
Medical  Association  and  the  Mi<^bigan  State 
Medical  Society  and  through  the  interchange 
of  thought,  experience  and  ideas  in  these 
organizations,  as  well  as  by  private  reading 
and  study,  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vanced methods  in  the  science  of  medicine, 
utilizing  every  new  method  which  he  be- 
lieves will  prove  of  practical  benefit,  yet 
slow  to  discard  the  old  and  time-tried  prac- 
tices, the  utility  of  which  has  been  proven. 

Dr.  Gunn's  former  preceptor.  Dr.  Mc- 
Causland, was  a  prominent  surgeon  in  the 
United  Statwi  Army  during  the  Civil  war 
and  from  exposure  and  hardships  endured 
on  the  field  of  battle  he  returned  home  at 
the  close  of  hostilities  with  greatly  impaired 
health.  lie  died  soon  afterward,  leaving  two 
small  children.  Dr.  Gunn,  who  had  not  for- 
gotten his  old  preceptor  in  his  kindness, 
took  one  of  the  sons  and  reared  him  as 
though  he  had  been  his  own  child,  and  when 
the  boy  grew  up  and  decided  to  study  medi- 


cine Dr.  Gunn  acted  as  his  preceptor  and 
afterward  met  the  expense  of  his  college 
course  in  the  University  of  Michigan  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1901.  He  served 
during  the  first  year  after  his  graduation 
as  interne  in  the  University  hospital  and 
Dr.  Gunn  is  now  somewhat  repaid  for  his 
former  kindness  and  generosity  by  the  sat- 
isfaction of  seeing  the  boy,  to  whom  in  his 
childhood  he  had  extended  the  hand  of 
friendship  and  protection,  now  making  for 
himself  a  place  as  a  leading  physician  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state,  for  Dr.  M.  B. 
McCausland,  is  now  well  known  as  a  capable 
practitioner  of  Covert  and  Van  Buren 
county. 

Dr.  Gunn  has  also  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  bettering  the  sanitary  conditions  of  his 
locality  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
health  inspector  of  New  Haven  and  Lenox 
township  and  while  president  of  the  village 
was  very  active  in  obtaining  better  sani- 
tary conditions  by  having  the  village 
drained.  He  has  always  been  deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  work  and  progress,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  did  effective  and 
beneficial  service  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregation;d 
church.  , 

In  October,  1858,  Dr.  Gunn  was  married 
to  Miss  Laura  McCausland,  of  Alymer,  On- 
tario, a  sister  of  his  former  preceptor.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  three  children,  but 
only  one  is  now  living — Edwin  J.  of  Hannn. 
Wyoming,  where  he  is  engaged  in  sheep 
raising.  Mrs.  Gunn  died  February  18,  1890, 
and  Dr.  Gunn  was  married  November  17, 
1891,  to  Ellen  J.  Clark,  of  Ansonia,  Con- 
necticut. For  many  years  he  has  been 
known  for  his  sterling  qualities,  hia  capa- 
bility in  his  profession  and  his  champion- 
ship of  progressive  measures.  His  career 
in  the  medical  fraternity  has  been  one  of 
honor  and  he  has  given  some  of  the  best 
efforts  of  his  life  for  the  public  good. 


CASSIUS  W.  THORINGTON. 

The  Thorington  farm,  which  is  the  home 
of  the  subject  of  this  review,  has  been  in 
possession  of  the  family  through  three  suc- 
cessive generations,  having  been  entered 
from  the  government  by  the  grandfather  of  C. 
W.  Thorington.  Elijah  Thorington  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Macomb  county,  com- 
ing to  this  state  when  it  was  largely  an  un- 
developed wi]dernes.s.     He  secured  the  land 
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a*,  a  tlum  and  began  the  development  of  a 
tarm,  which  in  turn  came  into  possession  of 
his  son  George  W.  Thorington,  who  was 
born  and  reared  upon  that  place.  Later  he 
was  mairied  and  upon  the  old  homestead, 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1878,  his  sou,  Cassius 
W.  Thorington,  was  born.  There  were  also 
two  daughters:  Lydia,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Sykes,  a  prominent  dairyman  of  the 
township  of  Koiueo;  and  Liela,  at  home, 

C.  W.  Thorington  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads  and  when  he  had  mastered  the  branches 
of  learning  taught  in  the  public  schools  he 
attended  the  Borneo  high  school.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  improvement,  operation  and 
management  of  the  old  home  farm  until  190'i, 
when  his  father  retired  from  active  business 
life  and  removed  to  Romeo  and  the  son  took 
charge  of  the  farm  which  he  now  manages. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  energetic  young  farmers  of  the  locality 
and  his  labors  are  attended  with  gratifying 
results.  The  place  is  well  stocked  and  in 
connection  with  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  Mr.  Thorington  has  for  the  past  six 
years  acted  as  agent  for  the  Page  woven 
wire  fence. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1903,  Mr.  Thoring- 
ton was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian 
Ilulett,  who  was  born  February  19,  1881,  in 
Armada  township,  Macomb  county,  and 
spent  lu^r  girlhood  days  there  and  in  Romeo 
lowiiisltip.  There  is  one  daughter  by  this 
unioit,    Mildred,   horn  -Tune  30,   1904. 

PoIitii.'ally  Mr.  Thorington  is  a  stalwart 
advocate  of  democratic  principles,  but  with- 
out aspiration  for  office,  his  time  and  ener- 
gies being  concentrated  upon  the  upbuild- 
ing of  a  profitable  business.  He  is,  however, 
never  remiss  in  the  duties  of  citizenship  and 
endorses  every  movement  for  the  genera] 
^ood.  He  belongs  to  Romeo  Orange  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  agri- 
cultural progress.  He  stands  for  advance- 
ment in  all  walks  of  life  and  is  a  typical 
representative  of  the  great  and  ^'I'owimr  west. 


REV.  JOHX  F.  KRA]\rER. 

Rev.  John  P.  Kramer,  in  charge  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Center  Line,  was  born 
in  Detroit,  Febniary  26,  1861.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Ferdinand  Kramer,  saw  many 
years  of  active  service  under  Napoleon 
lionaparte  and  was  with  him  at  his  downfall. 
Kdwai':!    Kram-r,    tlic    father,    was    liorn    at 


Westphalia,  on  the  Rhine,  in  Germany,  and 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza- 
beth Von  Kampmann  was  a  native  of  the  - 
same  place.  They  became  residents  of 
Michigan  in  1860,  settling  in  St.  Joseph  par- 
ish, Detroit,  and  there  Mrs.  Kramer  died 
March  1,  1866.  Mr.  Kramer  obtained  em- 
ployment in  the  wholesale  clothing  house  of 
Schloss  Brothers,  where  he  remained  a 
trusted  employe  for  twenty-six  years,  living 
a  quiet,  peaceable  life,  which  commended 
him  to  the  trust  and  respect  of  all.  He  died 
August  11,  1896,  leaving  four  children  by 
his  first  wife :  Joseph  F.,  a  resident  of  De- 
troit; Mra.  Peter  Pinger,  of  Detroit;  Cath- 
erine, a  sister  of  Christian  charity  in  the 
Holy  Family  Convent  at  Dansville,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  John  F. 

Rev.  Kramer  began  his  education  in  St. 
Joseph's  school  in  1866  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1871,  after  which  he  obtained 
a  position  in  Sehloss  Brothers'  oiRce  as  ship- 
ping clerk.  While  thus  employed  he  at- 
tended night  school  and  also  engaged  the 
services  of  private  tutors.  In  1877  he  en- 
tered Detroit  College,  on  Jefferson  avenue, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
with  honors  in  1884  and  then,  to  prepare  for 
the  priesthood,  matricidated  in  St.  Mary's 
University,  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  taking 
up  the  study  of  theology.  He  was  ordained 
JIarch  20,  1887,  and  entered  upon  a  life  of 
consecrated  devotion  to  his  holy  calling,  in 
which  his  labors  have  not  been  denied  the 
full  haiwest.  His  first  charge  was  at  Dow- 
agiae.  Michigan,  where  he  had  occasion  to 
study  the  Indians  and  their  habits,  language, 
etc.  He  remained  there  until  August  14, 
1890,  when  he  was  called  to  his  presrait 
charge— St.  Clemens  church,  at  Center  Line, 
where  his  fifteen  years  of  untiring  service 
have   been   crowned   with  success. 

St.  Clemens  church  was  organized  in  18!)3 
and  was  conducted  as  a  missionary  church 
under  Rev.  A.  Vanden  Driesche,  Rev.  Ed- 
mund Dumont,  Rev.  Leo  Bawlowski  and  Rev. 
Peter  Andre  until  1858,  when  Rev.  Henry 
Jleufels  took  charge. in  June,  there  continu- 
ing until  1868,  after  which  Rev.  William 
Hendrix  was  in  charge  imtil  1882.  During 
that  time  the  original  church — a  frame 
structure— was  sold  and  removed  and  the 
present  brick  church  was  begun  in  1880. 
Rev.  Francis  J.  Brockman  was  in  charge 
from  1882  until  1884  and  during  his  pas- 
torate a  part  of  the  school  house  was  built. 
The  Rev.  John  M.  Schreiber  was  then  pastor 
Tuitil   Kui-ciH'ded  by  Rev.   John   F.   Kramer, 
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who  at  once  began  the  completion  of  the 
church,  which  was  accomplished  in  1892. 
In  1896  the  parish  residence  was  built  and 
in  1898  the  schoolhouse  was  completely  re- 
built, with  three  large  schoolrooms  for  the 
grades  and  a  large  assembly  hall  on  the  top 
floor  with  a  seating  capacity  of  seven  hun- 
dred. The  school  is  under  the  charge  of 
the  sisters  of  St.  Dominic  and  has  eight 
grades.  The  pupils,  on  completing  the  grade 
work,  are  qualified  to  take  the  teachers' 
examination.  In  1902  a  magnificent  home 
was  built  for  the  sisters.  The  buildings 
throughout  are  modem,  all  being  heated  by 
steam,  and  in  the  near  future  an  electric 
light  plant  will  be  installed.  A  large  and 
beautiful  cemetery,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
church,  is  connected  with  the  property, 
which  is  valued  at  more  than  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Father  Kramer  has  by  his  untmng  eftoits 
in  his  parish,  which  covers  a  radius,  of  iive 
miles,  increased  the  membership  of  the 
church  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  seven  fam 
iUes,  including  many  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  the  locality  and  whose 
representatives  are  connected  with  St.  Clem- 
ens Aid  Society  and  St.  Mary's  Society. 
His  efforts  have  been  far-reaching  and  ef- 
fective, and  under  his  guidance  the  influence 
and  growth  of  the  church  has  been  extended. 
He  is  not  only  known  but  respected  by  all, 
irrespective  of  party  or  belief,  and  he  is 
always  ready  to  assist  and  advise  all. 


l^'liAXK  W.  WRICillT. 

Kraiik  "W.  Wright,  whose  home  is  on  section 
26.  Way  township,  is  one  of  the  thrifty  fann- 
ers and  dairymen  whose  realization  of  busi- 
ness responsibility  Hnd  opportunities  has  led 
to  the  direction  of  his  enei^ies  into  channels 
whereby  he  has  gained  in  course  of  time  the 
merited  and  desired  reward  of  labor.  He  was 
born  in  Ray  township  in  the  house  which  he 
still  occupies,  his  natal  day  being  JIarch  26, 
1855.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Kev.  William  "Wright, 
whfwe  birth  occurred  in  Greene  county.  New 
York,  in  1813.  There  the  father  was  reared 
and  educated  and  became  a  minister  in  the 
Baptist  church.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Elvira  Bristol,  also  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  on  removing  westward  to  Michigan  they 
settled  at  Port  Huron.  Rev.  Wright  became 
the  pioneer  minister  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
th;it  point.  About  1845  he  purehiispd  land 
and  l„?.atpd  on  the  fiirin  where  his  son  Frank 


now  resides.  Here  he  bought  about  three 
hundred  acres  which  was  unimproved,  but 
with  characteristic  energy  he  began  to  clear 
and  cultivate  this  tract,  building  houses  and 
barns,  and  in  due  course  of  time  developing 
a  good  farm.  He  was  also  one  of  the  pioneer 
educators  of  the  county,  engaging  in  teaching 
school  through  the  winter  months,  while  the 
summer  seasons  were  devoted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  fields.  He  alwaj^  took  a  deep,  ac- 
tive and  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  assisted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  number  of  churches  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  died  about  1876,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  his  memory  is  yet  cherished 
by  those  who  came  under  his  beneficent  in- 
fluence. His  wife  survived  him  for  about 
twenty  years,  passing  away  in  1895.  Frank 
Wright  is  the  only  living  son  of  a  family 
of  five  children.  There  are  two  daughters 
who  also  survive:  Marian,  the  wife  of  R. 
D.  Robinson,  of  Romeo :  and  Alma,  the  wife 
of  Henry  De  Graff,  a  farmer  of  Ray  town- 
ship. One  son,  Judson,  enlisted  for  ser- 
vice in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  the 
Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  in  the 
service,  thus  giving  his  life  in  defense  of  the 
country.  Cary  died  when  about  three  years 
of  age. 

Frank  W.  Wright  was  reared  upon  the  old 
home  farm  and  obtained  bis  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  his  death  and  succeeded 
to  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  through  in- 
heritance. He  then  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  the  property  and  has  con- 
tinued the  work  of  repair  and  improvement 
until  the  place  is  well  fenced  and  the  fann  is 
highly  cultivated.  In  connection  with  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  he  carries  on  the  dairy  busi- 
ness and  keeps  high  grade  stock,  making  a 
specialty  of  Durham  shorthorn  cattle  and 
Shropshire  sheep.  Mr.  Wright  also  owns  and 
operates  a  steam  threshing  machine,  having 
continued  in  this  line  of  business  for  about 
twenty  years.  He  does  work  as  a  threshii  i<  i 
miles  around  and  even  in  adjoining  counties 
having  many  regular  patromi  Avbo  tniplov  hiin 
annually. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  in  Eav  township 
May  4,  1873,  to  Miss  Julia  SeoutLU  a  natn  e 
of  Canada,  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
young  girl  of  thirteen  years.  Her  father, 
Richard  Scouten,  was  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  there  married  Miss  Hannah  Alsworth,  a 
native  of  that  country.  They  removed  to 
>fichi<ran.  settling  m  St.  Clair  county,  where 
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tlie  lather  followed  fanning  and  reared  his 
family.  LJjito  Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Wright  have  been 
born  three  children:  Judson,  who  is  a 
mechanic  and  resides  in  Macomb  township 
with  his  wife  and  two  children,  Ora  and  Don- 
aldson; Claud,  a  merchant  of  Davis,  Michi- 
gan, who  is  married  and  has  one  son,  Carroll; 
and  Jlyrtie,  the  wife  of  Hart  Jones  of  Macomb 
to\vnship,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter, 
Lorena. 

Politically  Mr,  "Wright  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
and  his  wife  are  membei-s  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  are  interested  in  all 
that  pertains  to  the  inteUeetual  and  moral  de- 
velopment of  the  community.  Mr.  "Wright  is 
a  most  progressive  farmer,  keeping  in  touch 
with  modem  advancement  along  ail  lines  of 
his  work  and  he  is  the  owner  of  the  only  auto- 
mobile in  Ray  township,  having  purchased  a 
very  fine  machine  in  1904.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Mount  Clemens  and  Ma- 
comb county  a]id  his  warmest  friends  are 
those  who  have  kiKiwn  him  from  his  youth  to 
the  present  time. 


JOHN  C.  STONE. 


John  C.  Stone,  who  until  recently  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  general  farming  on  section 
27,  "Washington  township,  but  is  now  living 
retired  in  "Washington,  is  a  native  son  of  Ma- 
comb county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
"Washington  township,  December  3,  1856.  His 
father,  Emulous  Stone,  was  born  in  Genesee 
county.  New  York,  in  1820,  a  son  of  Aaron 
Stone,  whose  birthplace  was  also  the  Empire 
state.  The  latter  removed  with  his  family 
to  Michigan  about  1830  and  located  in  "Wash- 
ington township,  Macomb  county,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  cleared  and  developed  a 
farm.  Upon  that  place  Emulous  Stone  spent 
much  of  his  youth,  and,  having  attained  man- 
hood, he  was  married  to  Aurilla  Bates,  a  na- 
tive of  this  county  and  a  daughter  of  Conley 
M.  Bates,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Michi- 
gan, who  came  to  this  county  from  Genesee 
county.  New  York.  Mr,  Stone  purchased  land 
and  became  the  owner  of  two  good  farms. 
He  spent  his  life  in  this  locality  as  one  of 
its  enterprising,  progressive  agriculturists, 
and  died  here  in  1884.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  about  ten  years,  passing  away  in  1895.  In 
their  family  were  three  sons  and  a  daughter 
who  reached  mature  years,  but  Adelbert  died 
in  early  manhood  and  Eva  died  when  twenty- 


one  years  of  age,  while  Frank,  wiio  was  mar- 
ried, died  in  1904. 

John  C.  Stone  was  reared  upon  the  old 
homestead,  pursuing  his  education  in  the 
Wa-^Jiington  school,  and  to  his  father  he  gave 
the  benefit  of  his  services  until  the  latter 's 
death.  "When  a  young  man  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  "Washington,  where  he  car- 
ried on  a  general  store,  conducting  the  busi- 
ness for  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  also  served 
as  postmaster  for  ten  years  of  that  time,  and 
was  thus  closely  identified  with  the  public  in- 
terests of  tiie  town. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  in  "Washington 
township  November  26,  1884,  to  Elnia  L.  Da- 
vis, a  daughter  of  Charles  Davis,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  a  brother  of  Homer  Davis, 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Her 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Canfield,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
married  Charles  Davis  at  Chesterfield,  Michi- 
gan, November  16,  1856.  They  lived  on  the 
old  home  farm  in  Ray  township  for  fifteen 
years,  moving  to  Evart  in  1871,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  returning  to 
Washington  in  the  fall  of  1872,  where  they 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May 
26,  1896.  His  wife  survived  him  three  years, 
dying  February  11,  1899.  There  were  six 
children  in  their  family :  Clara,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Lockwood,  of  Portland,  Michigan; 
Mrs.  Stone;  Dwight,  a  business  man  of  Los 
Angeles,  California;  Fisk  C,  of  Dryden, 
Michigan ;  Park,  of  Bedlands,  California ;  and 
Grace  J.,  who  is  studying  music  in  New  York 
city. 

After  their  marriage  Sir.  and  Mrs.  Stone 
i-esided  in  "Washington  for  five  years.  He 
then  sold  his  store  and  removed  to  the  old 
home  farm,  which  he  at  once  began  to  put  in 
good  condition  for  the  successful  operation 
which  would  lead  to  desired  results.  He  has 
built  a  good  basement  barn,  has  pxit  up  fences 
and  in  fact  has  worked  changes  that  have 
made  this  one  of  the  best  improved  proper- 
ties in  the  township.  His  fields  in  season  are 
green  with  promise  of  coming  harvests,  and 
each  fall  sees  his  bams  and  sheds  well  stocked 
with  the  crops  that  reward  the  year's  labor. 
He  raises  good  stock  in  addition  to  cereals  and 
he  owns  a  valuable  residence  property  in  the 
village  of  "Washington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have  three  sons :  Day- 
ton D.,  a  student  in  the  Romeo  high  school; 
Ralph  C.  and  Harold  J.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
"Washington  and  Mr.  Stone  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  has  filled  a  number  of 
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offices  in  Macomb  lodge.  He  is  also  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  earn^t  republican  and  has 
served  as  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions, 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
party,  although  never  an  aspirant  for  office. 
He  is  successful  in  business,  a  man  of  integ- 
rity and  reliability  and  neglectiul  of  no  duty 
of  citizenship. 


CHARLES  IIOURTIENNE. 

Charles  Hourtienne,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  8,  Chesterfield  town- 
ship, claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his  birth, 
being  bom  in  Badenburg,  January  17,  1843, 
a  son  of  Michael  Hourtienne,  also  a  native  of 
that  coimtry.  Coming  to  the  United  States  iu 
1852,  he  spent  one  year  in  New  York,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  removed  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty, Michigan,  first  locating  in  Clinton  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  Palms 
estate  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
After  residing  there  for  thirty-three  years  he 
sold  that  farm  and  purchased  the  A.  D.  Rice 
place  on  section  8,  Chesterfield  township, 
which  at  that  time  was  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, but  he  has  since  made  many  improve- 
ments thereon  and  converted  it  into  a  very 
productive  and  valuable  farm.  In  1890  he 
built  a  good  bam  and  two  years  later  erected 
his  present  comfortable  residence.  He  has  al- 
ways followed  general  farming  and  has  met 
with  well  deserved  success  in  his  chosen  occu- 
pation. 

Mr.  Hourtienne  manifested  his  love  for  his 
adopted  country  during  the  Civil  war  by  his 
enlistment  in  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  "Wisner. 
He  participated  in  the  engagement  at  Chicka- 
mauga  and  many  skirmishes,  but  owing  to  ill 
health  he  was  sent  to  St.  Mary's  hospital  in 
Detroit,  where  he  was  discharged  for  disabil- 
ity in  1863.  Two  years  later,  however,  he  re- 
enlisted,  this  time  becoming  a  member  of  the 
First  Michigan  Cavalry,  but  as  the  war  was 
drawing  to  a  close  he  was  not  in  any  severe 
engagements,  though  he  participated  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes  whUe  his  regiment  was  doing 
guard  duty  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  which 
they  patrolled  to  keep  the  guerillas  in  subjec- 
tion. After  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  his  command  boarded  a  train  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  for  Parkersburg, 
"West  Virginia,  and  from  there  proceeded  by 
boat  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  rivers  to     Port     Leavenworth, 


Kansas,  whence  they  marched  across  the 
plains  through  Kansas,  Colorado,  Dakota  and 
what  is  now  Wyoming,  to  Fort  Halleck.  Later 
Mr.  Hourtienne  was  in  a  detachment  that  was 
ordered  back  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  he 
was  finally  mustered  out  in  December,  1865, 
and  returned  to  his  Michigan  home  to  resume 
the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  farm  life. 

In  February,  1871,  Mr.  Hourtienne  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Louise  Kuhn,  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Kuhn  and  a  native  of 
Germany.  She  came  to  Maeomb  county  with 
an  uncle  about  1868  and  made  her  home  with 
him  in  Shelby  township  until  her  marriage. 
She  has  only  one  brother  living,  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Detroit.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoor- 
tienne  have  been  bom  four  children,  namely: 
Carl  Frederick,  at  home;  John,  who  is  now 
living  in  Detroit,  Michigan;  Annie,  the  wife 
of  T.  Wieso,  of  Marine  City;  and  Benjamin, 
at  home.  The  family  is  quite  prominent  in 
the  community  where  they  reside  and  Mr. 
Hourtienne  is  recognized  as  a  valued  and  use- 
ful citizen — one  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
his  adopted  country  in  times  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  times  of  war. 


E.  J.  MILLER,  M.  D. 


Dr.  E.  J.  Miller,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
medical  fraternity  and  is  actively  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  in  Romeo,  where  he 
has  directed  his  professional  labors  for  five 
years,  is  a  native  son  of  Macomb  county,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  the  township  of  Washington, 
July  29,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  F.  C.  MiUer, 
a  prominent  farmer  of  Washington  township, 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Dr.  Miller 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  pursued 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  Washington 
schools.  Thinking  to  devote  his  time  and  en- 
ergies to  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
he  began  reading  nnder  the  direction  of  a  pre- 
ceptor and  in  1895  entered  upon  his  first 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Detroit  Medical  Col- 
lege. He  afterward  returned  to  that  institu- 
tion and  completed  his  studies  there  with  four 
full  courses  of  lectures.  He  spent  two  years 
in  study  in  the  office  of  Dr.  H.  0.  Walker,  one 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Detroit.  He  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1900  and  subse- 
quently spent  one  year  in  St.  Mary's  hospital, 
where  he  received  further  instruction  and 
gained  the  valued  knowledge  that  comes  from 
practical  experience.  Establishing  an  ofBee  in 
Komeo  he  has  continued  in  practice  here  to 
the  present  time,  meeting  with  gratifying  and 
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constantly  growing  success.  lie  has  tiuilt  up 
a  nice  practice  and  to-day  stands  as  one  of 
the  successful  physicians  of  the  comity.  He 
belongs  to  the  Maeomb  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  also  to  the  Northeastern  Medical  So- 
■  ciety  and  keeps  constantly  in  touch  with  the 
progress  that  is  made  by  the  profession,  read- 
ing broadly  and  adapting  his  knowledge  to 
the  immediate  needs  of  his  practice  with  the 
skill  and  ability  that  have  resulted  in  bring- 
ing him  a  high  measure  of  success. 

Dr.  Miller  was  married  in  Washington, 
Michigan,  July  17,  1903,  to  Miss  Gertrude 
Norton,  a  native  of  this  state,  having  been 
born  and  reared  in  Washington.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  their  home  town  and  in  Romeo  as  well.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hold- 
ing relationship  with  Davis  lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M..  and  is  also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of 
Romeo  chapter.  What  he  has  already  ac- 
complished in  his  profession  argues  well  for 
future  suceessteJ,  and  socially  as  well  as  pro- 
fessionally he  is  prominent  in  his  adopted 
city. 


FRANK  E.  NELLIS. 

Frank  E.  Nellis,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Monitor,  the  republican  organ  of 
Macomb  county,  was  bom  in  Watertown 
township,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  27,  1857, 
He  is  descended  from  Mohawk  valley 
Dutch  ancestry.  His  grandfather  in  the 
paternal  line  left  New  York  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  being  a  steadfast 
adherent  of  the  king,  and  was  given  a  large 
grant  of  land  by  the  British  government 
near  where  the  city  of  Brantford  now 
stands.  In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  Nellis 
comes  of  Welsh  ancestors.  His  parents  were 
John  E.  and  Eleanore  R.  Nellis.  The  father 
was  for  twenty-five  years  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  E,  NeUis  &  Son,  publishers  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Monitor.  He  was  a  vet- 
eran newspaper  man  and  one  who  was  great- 
ly loved  and  highly  respected.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1865  and  for  a  time  was  en- 
gaged in  general  business  but  not  long  af- 
terward entered  the  field  of  journalism  and 
was  connected  with  newspaper  life  until 
called  to  his  final  rest.  He  was  a  man  of 
large  capacity,  prominent  in  his  church,  so- 
cial and  business  relations,  and  he  died  full 
of  years  and  honors,  January  26,  1904. 

Prank  E.  Nellis  attended  the  common 
schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 


entered  a  printing  office,  and  throughout 
his  entire  life  has  been  connected  with  the 
business.  He  was  a  studious  and  industrious 
youth  and  from  the  time  he  entered  the  field 
of  business  activity  he  has  left  his  impress 
upon  the  department  of  labor  which  he 
chose  as  a  life  work.  He  thoroughly  learned 
the  mechanical  side  of  the  printing  business 
before  the  trade  had  reached  its  present 
specialized  condition.  A  printer  in  those 
days  could  do  anything  in  the  ofBee,  whereas 
now  there  are  few  printers  in  the  sense  in- 
dicated. A  man  may  now  be  a  compositor, 
a  machine  operator,  a  job  setter,  a  pressman 
or  a  proof  reader,  but  in  the  old  days  he  was 
commonly  supposed  to  be  all  of  those  things 
and  more,  too,  for  he  could  do  reportorial  or 
editorial  work  as  well.  Mr.  Nellis  was  employed 
as  printer  and  local  editor  in  Wyandotte, 
below  Detroit,  and  afterward  in  Detroit, 
whence  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens  in  1879. 
Here  with  his  father  he  purchased  the  Mount 
Clemens  Monitor,  the  republican  organ  of 
the  county,  and  has  since  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  its  publication,  being  to-day  pro- 
prietor and  editor.  He  likewise  has  other 
business  interests,  being  the  vice  president 
of  the  Mount  Clemens  Electric  Company  and 
a  director  of  the  Ullrich  Savings  bank,  while 
his  property  interests  represent  no  incon- 
siderable investment. 

Mr.  Nellis  has  held  no  public  offices  ex- 
cept that  of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  at  Mount  Clemens 
for  a  short  time.  He  has  nevertheless  been 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  in  politi- 
cal circles  of  the  comity.  He  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  for  twenty-six  years  has  been 
a  recognized  party  leader.  For  twenty- 
two  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  re- 
publican county  central  committee,  being 
each  tim#  elected  by  acclamation  and  with- 
out opposition.  He  is  an  organization  poli- 
tician and  is  charged  by  the  opposition  with 
being  largely  instrumental  in  upsetting  their 
old  time  majority  in  the  county  and  in  hold- 
ing the  county  steadfastly  for  the  republican 
party,  while  the  representatives  of  republi- 
can ranks  rejoice  in  what  he  has  accom- 
plished in  this  direction.  He  is  a  man  of 
firm  convictions,  unswerving  in  a  course 
which  he  believes  to  be  right  and  he  is  firmly 
convinced  that  the  republican  platform  con- 
tains the  best  elements  of  good  government. 

Mr.  Nellis  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity 
in  1880  and  is  now  a  member  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge.  Mount  Clemens  Chapter,  Mount 
Clemens  Council,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
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Star,  Romeo  Commaiidery,  K.  T.,  and  Mos- 
lem Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  has 
been  master  in  the  lodge  and  filled  offices 
in  other  Masonic  bodies  and  ia  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  the  teachings  and  tenets 
of  Masonry.  He  also  has  membership  rela- 
tions -with  the  Modern  "Woodmen,  Mr.  Nel- 
li8  has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Macomb 
county  and  the  qualities  of  a  strong  and 
sterhng  manhood  have  endeared  him  to  his 
business  associates  and  social  acquaintances, 
while  his  fitness  for  leadership  has  made  him 
a  strong  factor  in  journalistic  and  political 
circles  in  the  state. 


JOHN  KUITN. 


John  Knahn,  whose  business  activity  has 
been  an  important  element  in  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  Mount  Clemens,  was  born  in 
Niedcrwald,  Hessen,  Germany,  November  30, 
1842,  His  father  was  Franz  Kuhn.  The  son 
attended  the  common  schools  between  the 
years  1848  and  1857  and  afterward  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  in  a  book  and  sta- 
tionery store  in  Marburg,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years  in  that  capacity,  after  which 
he  was  employed  as  a  salesman  for  ten  years. 
On  leaving  Marburg  he  went  to  Fraukfort-on- 
the-Main,  where  he  entered  a  merchant  tail- 
orir^  establishment  as  a  salesman,  spending 
three  years  there.  He  next  became  familiar 
with  the  banking  business,  becoming  collector 
for  the  banking  house  of  Seligmann  &  Com- 
pany, with  which  firm  he  remained  until  1865, 
when  attracted  by  the  business  opportunities 
and  possibilities  of  the  new  world,  he  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  arriving  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  in  the  month  of  November.  He 
then  secured  a  position  in  the  employ  of  G, 
Doeltz  &  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued 
as  salesman  for  nine  years  and  in  1874  he 
came  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  P.  XJll- 
rieh,  iinder  the  firm  name  of  P.  Ullrich  & 
Company,  At  a  later  date  the  relation  was 
discontinued  and  Mr.  Kuhn  has  since  carried 
on  business  alone,  being  proprietor  of  one  of 
the  best  dry-goods  stores  of  Mount  Clemens, 
His  stock  is  large  and  carefully  selected  and 
he  receives  a  liberal  patronage.  His  busings 
methods  are  in  keeping  with  advanced  tdea« 
of  commercialism  and  each  year  the  business 
has  expanded  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  most 
important  mercantile  enterprises  of  the 
county. 


In  1870  Mr.  Kuhn  was  united  in  mari-iagu 
to  Miss  Catherine  Elizabeth  UUrieh  and  unto 
them  have  been  bom  four  children:  Franz 
C,  John,  Laura  and  Matilda.  Mr,  Kuhn  has 
occupied  many  local  offices  and  is  always  in- 
terested in  community  affairs,  his  co-operation 
being  a  tangible  factor  in  the  public  progress 
and  improvement  here.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  Mount  Clemens  and  has  attained  a 
high  degree  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  the 
lodge  and  chapter  at  Mount  Clemens  and  Ro- 
meo commandery,  No,  6,  K.  T.  He  is  thor- 
oughly informed  concerning  the  teachings  of 
the  craft  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its 
fundamental  principles.  Thorough  training 
in  business  methods  in  his  native  country  in 
early  life  well  equipped  him  for  the  success- 
ful conduct  of  the  enterprise  which  now 
claims  his  attention  and  he  is  to-day  a  leading 
representative  of  commercial  interests,  having 
a  business  record  that  any  man  might  be 
proud  to  possess.  He  has  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  his  associates  and  of  the  general  pub- 
lic as  well  and  his  life  is  indicative  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  through  persistency  of 
purpose  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment. 


REUBEN  J.  RE]\HNGTON. 

Reuben  J.  Remington,  living  on  section  18, 
Ray  township,  was  bom  in  this  locality,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1847.  His  father,  Norman  Rem- 
ington, was  a  native  of  New  York,  his  birth- 
place being  Niagara  county  and  the  date  1818. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  three  brothers  of  the 
name  who  came  to  the  new  world,  one  set- 
tling in  Vermont;  another  in  Massachusetts; 
and  the  third,  Daniel  Remington,  locating  in 
Connecticut.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject and  removed  from  Connecticut  to  New 
York, 

The  grandfather,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Norman  Remington,  became  a  resident  of 
Michigan,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Macomb 
county  in  1825,  at  which  time  he  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  the 
government.  This  he  cleared  of  the  timber 
upon  it  and  began  the  development  of  a  farm. 
Later  he  sold  that  property  and  purchased 
the  tract  of  land  upon  which  Reuben  J,  Rem- 
ington now  resides.  At  that  time  only  fifteen 
acres  had  been  cleared  and  he  broke  the  re- 
mainder of  the  land,  erected  a  log  house  and 
further  continued  the  improvement  of  the 
place.    He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  fol- 
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lowud  that  pursuit  to  some  extent,  going  from 
lioiise  to  house  making  boots  and  shoes  for 
hia  neighbors  in  the  early  times.  While  liv- 
ing in  New  York  he  had  followed  tanning. 

His  son,  Norman  Remington,  Jr.,  was 
reared  in  tins  county  and  was  married  here 
to  Polly  Gass,  who  was  born  in  Genesee  coun- 
ty, New  York,  a  daughter  of  Duncan  Giiss,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Ray  township  and  its 
fii-st  justice  of  the  peace.  Norman  Reming- 
ton gave  his  attention  to  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  reared  his  family  upon  the  old 
hojnestead.  He  lost  his  wife  about  1875  and 
he  (lied  May  7,  1905,  at  his  daughter's  home 
in  Lapeer  county,  Michigan.  In  the  family 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  the  eldest 
being  Reuben  J.,  of  this  review,  while  the 
other  sons  are:  Bufus,  who  resides  in  Yale, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan-,  and  Elmer,  who 
is  living  in  Deerfield,  Michigan. 

Reuben  J.  Remington  was  reared  imder 
the  parental  roof,  obtaining  bis  education  in 
the  home  school.  He  owned  a  farm  in 
Lapeer  county  at  one  time,  clearing  and 
cultivating  the  land,  which  he  afterward 
sold.  He  then  bought  his  father's  interest 
in  the  old  home  farm  and  has  continued  to 
clear  and  improve  that  place  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  a  large  residence  here  which 
he  has  rebuilt  and  remodeled.  He  also  has 
built  one  barn  and  now  has  two  good  barns 
and  other  substantial  outbuildings  upon  the 
place.  He  has  laid  several  hundred  rods  of 
tiling  and  in  fact  has  utilized  all  the  means 
that  go  to  the  improvement  of  a  valuable 
and  juodel  farm  of  the  twentieth  century, 
ITe  has  a  good  orchard  and  fences  divide 
the  place  into  fields  of  convenient  size. 
Everything  is  modern  and  attractive  in  ap- 
pearance, indicating  the  careful  supervision 
of  a  progressive  owner. 

Mr.  Remington  was  married  in  Lapeer 
county.  Michigan,  October  17.  1877,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Cole,  a  daughter  of  Reuben  Cole,  who 
was  born  in  Brie  county,  New  York,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  xmder 
General  Scott,  In  battle  he  was  wounded  in 
the  neck.  After  the  war  he  removed  west- 
ward to  Michigan,  settling  in  Lapeer  county, 
and  it  was  there  that  Mrs.  Remington  was 
reared.  Five  children  have  been  bom  of 
this  marriage:  Nellie,  who  attended  the 
Romeo  high  school  and  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching;  Hugh,  who  assists  in  the  operation 
of  the  home  farm-,  May,  who  was  educated 
in  Romeo  and  has  followed  teaching;  and 
Lottie,  who  is  attending  the  high  school. 
They  also  lost  one  son.  Leroy,  who  was  their 


first  born  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years. 

Mr,  Remington  has  ever  favored  progress 
and  improvement  along  all  lines  contribut- 
ing to  the  general  welfare.  He  believes  in 
good  schools  and  good  roads.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Romeo  Baptist  church 
and  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  proudly  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  General  Grant  in  1872  and 
has  supported  every  presidential  nominee  of 
the  republican  party  since  that  time.  He 
knows  not  only  the  theory  but  the  practice 
of  making  a  good  farm  and  in  his  life  work 
has  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity. 


CHARLES  F.  SCHWANEBECK. 

Charles  F.  Schwanebeck,  a  practical  and 
enterprising  agriculturist  of  Chesterfield 
township,  is  one  of  Michigan's  native  sons, 
born  in  St.  Clair  county,  February  14,  1863, 
his  parents  being  William  B.  and  Fried- 
ericka  Schwanebeck.  The  father  was  born 
in  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1858,  Coming  direct  to  Michigan,  he  spent 
three  yeare  in  Detroit  and  then  removed 
to  St.  Clair  county,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  five  years.  After  that  he  moved  back  to 
Detroit,  staying  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  purchased  the  Henry  De  Grof 
farm  in  Ray  township,  Macomb  county,  and 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that 
place  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Dur- 
ing his  early  experience  in  farming  in  this 
state,  especially  in  St.  Clair  county,  he  had 
to  overcome  many  natural  disadvantages 
and  from  hardships  and  exposure  at  that 
time  he  contracted  rheumatism,  from  which 
he  suffered  greatly  during  the  last  few  years 
of  his  life.  Hoping  that  he  might  be  bene- 
fited by  the  baths  of  Mount  Clemens  his  son 
Charles  took  him  to  the  city  for  treatment, 
but  his  first  bath  proved  fatal.  He  soon  be- 
came unconscious  and  was  finally  released 
from  all  suffering,  passing  peacefully  away 
in  the  sleep  that  knows  no  awakening  on 
the  first  of  September,  1886.  His  remains 
were  taken  in  charge  by  his  brother  Odd 
Fellows  at  Mount  Clemens,  who  escorted 
them  to  his  late  farm,  and  also  broke  as  gen- 
tly as  possible  to  his  family  the  sad  news 
which  had  come  so  unexpectedly.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Meade  cemetery,  the  Odd 
Fellows  conducting  the  funeral  services.  He 
was  connected   with   Mount  Clemens  lodge. 
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I.  0.  0.  F.,  ami  was  a  inembi.'r  of  the  (ifrniaii 
Lutheran  church  of  Lenox  township.  He 
had  served  as  highway  coiniuissioner  in  Ray 
township,  and  was  a  man  well  known  and 
highly  respected  by  the  entire  community. 
He  left  one  son  and  four  daughters  to  mourn 
his  loss,  namely ;  Charles  P.,  of  this  review ; 
Minnie,  the  wife  of  Oscar  Kries,  of  Detroit; 
Rachel,  the  wife  of  Henry  Maurer,  of  the 
same  city ;  Louise,  the  wif 3  of  Benjamin 
Lick,  of  Mount  Clemens;  and  Eniiiia,  who 
died  ill  1891. 

During  his  boyhood  Charles  P.  Schwane- 
beck  attended  the  Geririan  American  Sem- 
inary of  Detroit  and  after  acquiring;  a  good 
practical  education  returned  home,  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  farm 
for  eight  years.  He  was  next  engaged  in  the 
steampipe  and  boiler  cnvcrini;'  iMi.sincMS  in 
Detroit,  but  in  1890  he  n'suiiH'd  J'iii'iiiiiig  and 
nine  years  later  purchasi-1  tin*  ■lamrw  j'reu- 
sell  farm  on  sections  ^3  and  10,  Chi'stcrfidd 
township,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has 
since  remodeled  the  residence  and  barns 
and  made  many  other  useful  improvements 
which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attrac- 
tive appearance  of  the  place.  In  his  farm- 
ing operations  he  has  met  with  good  suc- 
cess and  is  to-day  quite  well-to-do. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1890,  Jlr. 
Schwaiiebeek  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Minnie  Preiisell.  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Sophia  (Trost)  Preusell,  of  Chesterfield. 
Two  children  bless  this  unior,  Frank  J.  and 
Waldo  R.,  both  at  home.  Mr.  Sehwanebeck 
takes  an  active  and  commendable  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  has  effieiently  served 
on  the  school  board  of  district  No.  8.  In 
1897  he  was  appointed  deputy  state  oil  in- 
spector by  Governor  Pingree  and  so  capably 
did  he  fill  that  position  that  he  was  re-ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Bliss,  his  territory 
covering  what  is  known  as  the  St.  Clair, 
Sanilac,  Huron  and  Macomb  disti'iet. 


WILLIAM  HENDERSON. 

William  Henderson,  following  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  on  section  i,  Richmond 
township,  is  a  native  of  York  county,  On- 
tario, Canada,  born  January  8,  1831.  His 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Mary  Henderson. 
He  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  in  1854, 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three  years, 
arrived  in  Macomb  county,  which  bore  little 


r'semblance  to  the  present  improved  dis- 
trict for  many  evidences  of  frontier  life  were 
then  seen.  He  worked  among  the  early  set- 
tlers until  1857  and  purchased  the  Henry 
Puller  farm,  on  which  he  still  resides,  it 
having  been  his  home  now  for  almost  a  half 
century.  At  the  time  when  the  land  came 
into  his  possession  there  was  not  even  a 
honse  upon  the  place.  He  at  once  began  to 
cut  the  timber  into  stave.s,  bolts  and  cord- 
wood.  The  money  which  he  received  for 
these  products  he  had  to  ]>ay  for  provisions 
and  other  necessities  of  life,  hut  by  unre- 
mitting diligence  and  industry  he  has  de- 
veloped a  good  farming  property,  which  is 
])ervaded  by  an  air  of  neatness,  thrift  and 
prosperity.  A  part  of  the  first  house  which 
he  built  is  still  standing,  and  he  has  added 
to  it  until  he  now  has  a  valuable  and  commo- 
dious home.  Prom  early  springtime  until 
crops  are  harvested  in  the  autumn  his  is  a 
very  active  life,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the 
year  business  interests  claim  his  attention, 
and  being  well  managed  have  jnade  him  one 
of  the  substantial  residents  of  his  com- 
munity. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1857.  Mr.  Hen- 
derson married  Miss  Lizzie  Claggett,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Frances  Claggett, 
of  Macomb  eoimty,  who  were  natives  of  Eng- 
land and  became  pioneer  residents  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  settling  in  Macomb  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Henderson  has  two  sisters  and 
a  brother  still  living  in  this  county,  namely : 
Mrs.  James  Powell  and  Mrs.  James  Rowley, 
of  Lenox  township;  and  James  Claggett,  a 
resident  of  Richmond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
derson have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren :  Mary  A.,  now  the  M'if e  of  David  Tiee, 
of  St.  Clair  county ;  Frances  J.,  the  wife  of 
Edward  W.  Smith,  of  Richmond  township; 
H.  Edith,  at  home ;  Lena  V.,  who  is  teaching 
in  Mount  Clemens;  and  Omar  C,  at  home. 

Mr.  Henderson  has  taken  a.n  active  and 
helpful  part  in  church  work,  assisting  large- 
ly in  building  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Memphis,  to  which  he  donated 
labor,  time  and  money.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  of  district  No. 
12,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  been  a 
stanch  republican  and  upon  the  party  ticket 
was  elected  highway  eonmiissioner  for  two 
years,  while  in  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  he  has  served  for  several  years.  He 
started  out  in  life  in  this  county  as  a  farm 
hand  and  when  his  frugality  and  diligence 
had  brought  him  a  sum  suificient  to  justify 
bim  ill  the  purchase  of  land  he  became  own- 
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er  of  ii  farm  which  he  has  since  developed 
and  improved  until  the  place  is  an  excellent 
property  and  the  owner  is  aeeoiinted  one  of 
the  men  o£  affluence  in  this  eotnmunity. 


IRA  L.  KIRKUM. 

Ira  L.  Kirkiim  is  a  yonng  man  of  energy 
and  ability  who  has  adopted  agriculture  as  a 
life  work  and  has  already  met  with  a  fair 
degree  of  siieeesn  in  his  chosen  occupation. 
lie  was  born  October  4,  1879,  on  the  home- 
stead in  Chesterfield  township,  where  he 
now  resides,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  oM 
and  honored  family  of  this  county.  As  early 
as  1831  hi>:  -TiindtVitlHT,  Thomas  Kirkum, 
came  to  tJiis  localily  and  settled  in  Chester- 
field townNlii]!,  where  the  following  year  he 
purchased  the  present  homestead  of  the 
family,  bu.ying  the  land  from  the  govern- 
ment, lie  cleared  the  first  thirty  acres  by 
burniiisr  the  lo^^s,  which  custom  was  quite 
eonuiioii  at  that  early  day,  and  he  encoiiii- 
tereil  the  usual  experienei's  and  trials  of  life 
on  the  frontier.  Tic  was  a  native  of  New- 
York  state,  as  was  alwo  his  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  .Martha  Hart.  Tlis  death 
occurred  in  1871.  In  hiw  family  were  two 
sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  still  living:  Ilattie,  a  resident 
of  New  Haven,  llichigan;  Phila,  wife  iif 
Joseph  La  Croix,  of  the  same  place;  Mrs. 
John  (lillett,  also  of  New  Haven;  and  James 
II.,  the  father  of  our  sub.iect.  The  other 
son,  Robert,  joined  the  I'nion  army  in  1861 
and  was  killed  in  battle.  ITepsia  E.  died 
in  November,  1901-. 

James  II.  Kirkinn  was  also  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Chesterfield  township,  first 
opening  bis  eyes  to  the  liKlit  of  day  Decem- 
ber 1,  1855,  and  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  he  (ditained  his  education. 
Beinjr  the  youngest  in  tin'  family  of  six  chil- 
dren, he  remained  at  houu'  witli  bis  father, 
assisting  in  clearing  the  land  and  cultivating 
the  fields  as  his  age  and  strength  permitted. 
For  six  years  after  his  father's  death  the 
farm  was  rented  to  John  Cillett.  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  took  charge  of  the  same, 
and  when  his  mother  died  in  1894  he  re- 
ceived forty  acres  as  his  share  of  the  prop- 
erty. He  also  had  twenty  acres  which  he 
had  previously  purchased  from  the  other 
heirs.  He  has  cleared  many  an  acre  of  tim- 
ber land  and  has  cut  a  great  deal  of  cord 
wood,  which  he  hauled  to  New  Baltimore 
and   sold.     The  old  house  which  his  father 


built  upon  the  place  in  1857  is  still  standing, 
but  in  1885  James  H.  Kirkum  erected  a  more 
modern  and  convenient  residence,  which  he 
has  since  occupied.  He  has  also  put  up  other 
biiildings  and  has  made  many  useful  and 
valuable  improvements  to  the  farm.  The 
hardships  and  exposures  which  he  was 
forced  to  endure  in  converting  the  land  into 
a  good  farm  resulted  in  breaking  down  his 
health  and  in  the  fall  of  1904  he  went  to 
Sylvan  Lake,  Florida,  where  he  was  greatly 
benefited  by  the  change,  and  is  now  at  home, 
much  improved  in  health.  He  is  a  member 
of  Court  George  Washington,  No.  1408,  I. 
0.  F.,  of  New  Haven,  and  also  of  New  Haven 
lodge,  No.  465,  I.  0.  0.  F.  Upright  and  hon- 
orable in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  has  made 
many  friends  throughout  Ulacomb  county, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know 
him.  On  the  25th  of  December.  1876,  James 
H.  Kirkum  married  Miss  Hosa  Love,  a 
daughter  of  William  Love,  of  Livingston 
county,  Michigan.  She  died  March  3,  1895. 
The  only  child  of  this  luiion  was  Ira  L., 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  district  schools, 
and  since  completing  his  education  has  given 
his  father  the  benefit  of  his  labors  in  carry- 
ing on  the  home  fanu.  Tie  has  proven  a  most 
worthy  son,  his  first  care  belii;,'  always  for 
his  father  and  bis  comforts. 


COTFIHED  SEE. 

(ioll'ried  Sec,  who  is  living  on  section  14, 
in  the  townsbi|i  <if  Washington,  is  classed 
with  till'  thrifty  and  prosperous  farmers  and 
stock-raiset's  of  .Macomb  eount.v.  and  his 
well  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  is  a  vis- 
ible evidence  of  his  life  of  activity  and  enter- 
prise. He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Erin, 
Mai'ond)  county.  July  20.  18fi5.  His  father, 
Jacob  See,  was  born  in  dermany  in  1825, 
and  after  attaining  his  majorit.y  emigrated 
to  the  new  world  in  1845.  Tie  located  first 
in  Niagara  county.  New  York,  and  in  1842 
came  west  to  Michigan,  settling  first  in  the 
town  of  Erin,  where  he  .ioined  two  brothers 
and  a  sister.  He  first  purchased  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  connection  with  the  brother, 
and  thoy  thus  worked  together  for  four 
.vears.  after  which  the.v  divided  this  prop- 
erty and  Mr.  See  purchased  other  land. 
Subsequently  he  traded  that  property  for 
the  eighty  acre  tract  upon  which  his 
son  Gotfried  now  resides  and  to  this  place 
he  removed,  taking  up  his  abode  there  in 
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1880.  At  once  he  began  to  farm  the  land 
and  further  improve  the  property,  and  he 
spent  his  remaining  days  here,  passing  away 
Jiine  1,  1901.  His  wife  died  some  years  be- 
fore, departing  this  life  about  1891.  In  their 
family  were  three  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Mary  Reek  now  resides  in  Washington. 
August  See  owns  and  operates  a  farm  on 
section  13,  "Washington  township,  adjoining 
his  brother's  property. 

Gotfried  See  came  to  his  present  farm 
when  a  young  man  of  sixteen  years  and  as- 
sisted largely  in  developing  and  improving 
the  place.  He  afterward  purchased  the 
property  from  his  father  and  has  since  erect- 
ed a  good,  neat  residence.  He  has  fenced 
and  tiled  the  place,  has  made  an  addition 
to  the  bam,  and,  in  fact,  has  carried  on  the 
work  of  labor  and  improvement  until  his 
farm  is  well  equipped  with  all  modem  ac- 
cessories and  conveniences.  He  raises  good 
grades  of  stock  and  annually  harvests  rich 
crops. 

In  May,  1890,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  See  and  Miss  Gustie  Lange,  who  was 
born  in  Erin  township,  a  daughter  of  John 
Lange,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  lo- 
cality. Jlr.  and  Mrs.  See  have  five  chil- 
dren: Eddie,  "Willie,  Walter,  Clarence  and 
Edna.  They  also  lost  one  daughter,  Ella, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Politically  Mr.  See  was  formerly  a  demo- 
crat and  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  but  for  several  years  he 
has  given  earnest  support  to  the  republican 
party  and  voted  for  Presidents  McKinley 
and  Roosevelt.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  that  denomination  at 
Romeo.  Mr.  See  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
the  county  and  is  well  known  as  a  thorough 
and  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  as 
well  as  a  citizen  of  worth. 


TIIADDEUS  TIAZEI/rON. 

Thaddeus  Hazelton,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  is  living  on  section 
25,  Washington  township,  where  his  lauded 
possessions  a^regate  one  hundred  aud  twenty 
acres.  This  tract  comprises  a  valuable  farm 
and  its  cultivation  is  not  only  a  source  of  labor 
but  also  a  source  of  pride  to  Mr.  Hazelton, 
who  is  an  energetic  farmer  and  keeps  every- 
thing about  his  place  in  excellent  condition. 
He  was  born  in  Ingham  county,  Michigan, 
June  25,  1844,  and  is  a  wm  of  Ransom  Hazel- 


ton, whose  birth  occurred  in  Madison  county, 
New  York,  in  1807.  The  grandfather  removed 
with  his  family  to  Canada  in  1816  and  there 
the  father  was  reared  and  educated,  working 
at  such  labor  as  claimed  the  attention  of  most 
youths  at  that  period.  He  was  married  in 
1829  to  Miss  Polly  Whiting,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children. 

Ransom  Hazelton  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1837,  reaching  Detroit  in  time  to  participate 
in  the  celebration  concerning  the  admission 
of  the  state  into  the  Union.  He  settled  in  Ing- 
ham county,  where  he  opened  up  and  devel- 
oped a  farm,  and  later  he  continued  the  devel- 
opment of  his  property  until  it  was  trans- 
formed from  a  wild  tract  into  one  of  rich 
fertility.  In  1849  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county,  settling  in  the  town  of  Ray,  and  in 
1857  he  became  a  resident  of  Clay  county, 
Missouri,  residing  near  Liberty  until  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  was  a  strong  Union  man 
and  an  advocate  of  the  cause  of  his  party.  The 
surroundings,  however,  in  Missouri  made  his 
location  very  unpleasant  and  he  returned  to 
Macomb  county  in  1862.  The  same  year  ho 
enlisted  for  service  with  the  army,  joining 
the  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  and  went  to  the  front 
with  that  regiment,  but  in  February,  1863,  he 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
ability. When  he  had  somewhat  recuperated 
his  health  he  re-enlisted  on  the  6th  of  Novem- 
ber 1863  7ommg  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  th(^ 
ttar  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  June 
19  1865  at  Cumberland,  Maryland.  He  took 
part  in  many  important  engagements  and  still 
cimes  several  scars  as  evidences  of  the 
wounds  which  he  sustained  in  battle.  He 
spent  his  last  y  ears  in  Macomb  county,  one  of 
the  honoied  \eterans  of  the  Civil  war,  one 
who  e  coinage  and  valor  stood  as  marked 
(.haratteiistias  in  his  life  record.  In  the  fam- 
h  of  Ransom  Hazelton  were  eight  children, 
ill  of  whom  leached  adult  years  and  of  this 
numbei    thite  sons  and  a  daughter  are  yet 

Thaddeus  Hazelton  has  been  a  resident  of 
Macomb  oountv  since  1849.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  here  and  after  attending  the  dis- 
tiict  -^ehool  he  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Biltnnore  high  school.  He  remained  at  home 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  when  in 
1864  he  joined  the  Third  Michigan  Infantry 
and  went  south,  serving  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Stone  River  and  in  many  skirmishes  and  at 
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k'ligUi  vviis  liuiKirahly  discharged  at  Kiiox- 
ville,  Teiiiit!ss«e,  in  Jim«,  1865.  Later  he  re- 
timed home  and  it  was  after  this  time  that 
he  pursued  his  high  school  course. 

The  following  season  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey  he  chose  Miss  Martha  Dudley, 
their  marriage  being  celebrated  in  Washing- 
ton township,  Macomb  county,  November  9, 
1871.  The  lady  was  born  in  this  county 
December  11,  1855,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Dudley,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the 
f-aiue  county.  Her  mother  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  Anderson  and  was  also  a  native 
of  "Washington  township  and  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Anderson,  one  of  the  first  settlers  oi 
this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Dudley  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  followed  that  pur- 
suit and  reared  his  family  in  Washington 
township. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  llazelton  .oca- 
ted  on  a  farm  near  Romeo,  having  there  one 
himdred  acres  of  land  which  he  began  to  clear 
and  improve.  He  continued  to  reside  there 
for  eight  years  and  then  sold  that  property 
and  purchased  another  place.  He  has  pur- 
chased and  improved  land  in  various  localities 
in  Washington  township  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  present  farm  in  1898.  Later, 
however,  he  removed  elsewhere,  but  in  1902  re- 
turned to  his  present  place  and  has  since  re- 
modeled and  improved  the  house  and  made 
other  substantial  improvements.  He  built 
three  good  barns  and  all  modern  equipments 
are  seen  upon  this  farm.  He  operates  the  en- 
tire tract  and  now  in  addition  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  cereals  best  adapted  to  soil  and 
climate  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  and 
feeding  of  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  sheep 
and  horses.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business 
capacity,  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  what 
he  has  accomplished  is  indicative  of  his  strong 
purpose  and  unfaltering  determination. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hazelton  have  been  bom 
two  children:  Orsel  D.  Hazelton,  bom  De- 
cember 18,  1872,  who  is  married  and  resides 
in  Eomeo;  and  Professor  Ransom  Hazelton, 
who  was  educated  in  the  Romeo  high  school 
and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at 
Washington.  He  was  bom  September  14, 
1874. 

Politically  Mr.  Hazelton  has  been  a  life- 
long republican  since  casting  his  first  presi- 
dential ballot  for  General  Grant  in  1868,  but 
the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  have  had 
no  attraction  for  him,  as  he  has  preferred  to 
give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs.     He  has  helped  to  develop  and  im- 


prove a  iMunber  of  farms  in  Maeotiib  county 
and  has  thus  contributed  in  substantial  meas- 
ure to  its  agricultural  progress.  He  is  a  man 
of  good  business  judgment,  always  reliable 
in  citizenship,  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  in  this  portion  of  the  state. 


CHARLES  F,  KIELBLOCK. 

Charles  F.  Kielbloek,  who,  filling  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  active  in  busi- 
ness affairs  as  a  dealer  in  shoes,  is  therefore 
numbered  among  the  representative  citizens 
of  New  Haven,  was  born  in  Germany,  in 
1855,  a.  son  of  Frederick  and  Augusta  Kiel- 
block,  who  were  likewise  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  came  to  Michigan  in 
1857  and  with  his  family  settled  in  St.  Clair 
county,  where  he  took  up  land  from  the 
government.  He  had  the  usual  hardships 
of  early  settlers  in  clearing  his  farm  and 
placing  it  under  cultivation,  but  in  the 
course  of  time  it  became  a  productive  prop- 
erty and  he  continued  its  operation  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1870,  his  wife 
surviving  him  untU  1888.  They  left  two 
children — Charles  F.  and  Caroline,  but  the 
latter  died  September  29,  1904, 

At  the  usual  age  Charles  F.  Kielbloek  en- 
tered the  district  schools  and  continued  his 
studies  therein  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  went  to  Richmond 
where  he  learned  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness, remaining  in  that  place  for  two  years. 
In  1872  he  came  to  New  Haven  where  he 
worked  for  four  years  and  then,  with  the 
capita!  he  had  acquired  through  his  indus- 
try and  frugality,  he  opened  the  store  which 
he  now  conducts,  carrying  a  full  line  of 
footwear.  He  has  by  hard  work  and  per- 
sonal energy  built  up  a  most  prosperous 
business  and  he  has  also  extended  his  efforts 
to  other  lines  of  activity,  being  now  the 
manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Supply  Com- 
pany of  New  Haven. 

His  energies  and  well-directed  activity 
have  also  made  him  a  valued  factor  in  com- 
munity affairs  and  his  efforts  and  influence 
have  been  helpful  in  interests  both  of  town- 
ship and  village.  He  was  clerk  of  the  town- 
ship for  seven  years,  being  first  elected  in 
1886,  and  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship for  two  years.  He  has  served  as  assess- 
or of  the  village  of  New  Haven,  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  five  years 
and  in  1904  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace. 
While  a   member  of  the  village  council  he 
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was  a  atroug  aLivoijate  of  better  sanitary 
conditions  and  was  a  prime  mover  in  obtain- 
ing the  present  drainage  system  which  has 
proved  of  benefit  to  the  village.  His  frater- 
nal relations  connect  him  with  "Wayside 
tent.  No.  174.  K.  O.  T.  M..  of  New  Haven,  of 
which  he  was  a  charter  member. 

On  the  13th  of  Febniary,  1878,  Mr.  Kiel- 
block  was  married  to  Miss  Angusta  Honr- 
tienne,  of  New  Haven.  Of  their  family  of 
five  children  three  died  in  infancy,  the  sec- 
ond and  third  members  of  the  family  are  yet 
living:  Emma,  the  wife  of  Daney  Cleve- 
land, of  New  Haven ;  and  Minnie,  at  home. 
The  men  who  to-day  waken  jmblic  attention 
and  regard  are  those  who  are  controlling 
commercial  and  imhistrial  interests,  or  man- 
age the  professional  work  of  the  country, 
and  each  comnmnity  ehiims  such  men  who 
are  well  recognized  as  leaders  in  their  re- 
spective localities.  To  this  class  belongs  Mr. 
Kielbloek  and  in  a  successful  career  lie  has 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  withont  the  aid 
of  inflneutial  friends  or  capital  one  may 
work  his  way  upward  to  prosperity. 


ALBERT  ELY  LEETE. 

There  are' men  who  because  of  an  ability 
to  command  are  held  in  awe;  men  who  \>r- 
canse  of  successful  accomplishment  are  held 
in  admiration ;  men  who  by  reason  of  rec- 
titude of  character  awaken  respect,  bnt  it 
is  the  man  of  gentle  nature,  kindly  spirit, 
deep  interest  in  his  fellowmen  and  unsel- 
fish devotion  to  their  welfare  that  wins  the 
love  of  those  with  whom  he  is  associated. 
Such  a  man  was  Dr.  Leete,  and  while  his 
ability  gained  him  prominence  as  a  member 
of  the  medical  fraternity,  his  nature,  "full 
of  the  mills  of  human  kindness,"  gained  him 
warm  friendships  which  endured  as  long  as 
life  endured  and  grew  stronger  as  the  years 
went  by. 

Dr.  Leete  was  a  native  of  Stamford, 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  bom  July  1, 
1802.  His  parents  were  Eber  and  Clarinda 
(Gale)  Leete,  the  former  born  in  ftuilford, 
Connecticut,  in  1780,  and  the  latter  in 
Stamford,  New  York,  in  the  same  year,  her 
father  being  Josiah  Gale.  Dr.  Leete  was 
a  lineal  descendant  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  William  Leete,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  in  1639,  as  governor 
of  the  colony  of  New  Haven.  After  the 
consolidation  of  the  New  Haven  and  Con- 
necticut colonies  in   1665,  under  the  name 


of  the  latter.  Governor  Leete  was  chosen 
as  the  chief  executive  of  the  imited  colonies, 
filling  that  important  and  highly  honorable 
position  until  his  death,  in  1683.  Clarinda 
(Gale)  Leete  was  also  descended  from  an- 
cestry equally  honorable  and  distinguished 
in  thp  history  of  Connecticut. 

On  the  farm  on  which  his  birth  occurred 
Dr.  Leete  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  developing  through  outdoor  life  and 
the  labor  of  the  farm  a  strong  physical  man- 
hood and  through  application  to  his  text 
books  a  vigorous  mind  that  enabled  him 
later  to  successfully  cope  with  the  intricati' 
problems  of  the  medical  profession.  He  be- 
gan the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direi'- 
tiou  of  Dr.  Shepherd,  of  Cairo,  New  Yorlt, 
in  the  summer  of  1824,  but  after  five  months 
entered  the  oiRee  of  Dr.  Asaph  Clark,  nem- 
Troy,  in  which  connection  he  gained  practi- 
cal as  well  as  theoretical  knowledge  by  as- 
sisting his  preceptor  in  his  practice  at  tbo 
coimty  ahnsliouse.  In  the  Kpriiii;'  of  IS^.l 
he  attended  medii'al  leftiuvs  at  the  collciri' 
in  Oastleton,  Veriiiont,  aiid  siibserincjilly 
continued  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Pro- 
fessor Alden  March,  of  Albany,  New  Yorii. 
an  eminent  surgeon  of  that  locality.  wh<i 
w;is  MKSO('i;itod  iii  pr;icli.'i'  wllli  Profi'-^SDi- 
Tullv,  II  man  of  umii  criuiiti.tn  i^wi  irMruiti- 
ill  tbeiiKHlicid  Inil.-niity  ..{  Ihr  rir)|.i(v  ^ivAr. 
Dr.  Leete  j,'re«tly  benefited  l>y  tlieif  in.lnie- 
tion  during  the  fifteen  months  whicli  he 
spent  in  their  office  and  also  profited  greatly 
from  the  hospital  practice  which  he  gained 
under  their  guidance.  In  1826,  leaving  theii' 
office,  he  returned  to  Cairo,  New  York, 
where  his  further  reading  was  directed  b\- 
Dr.  Levi  King,  who  was  also  in  charge  of 
the  county  almshouse,  having  between  four 
and  six  hundred  inmates,  in  all  conditions 
of  disease,  mental  and  physical.  This  in- 
stitution Dr.  Leete  visited  weekly  and  some- 
times daily,  his  preceptor  leaving  the  prac- 
tice there  largely  to  him  and  thus  he  gained 
a  proficiency  which  could  never  have  been 
acquired  through  books  alone.  From  Cairo 
he  went  to  the  Western  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  New  York  and  re- 
ceived therefrom  his  medical  diploma  in 
1826. 

Dr.  Leete 's  first  field  of  practice  was  Pal- 
enville.  New  York,  and  in  1833  he  removed 
to  Wawasing,  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  1835  when  he  went  to  Lapeer  county, 
Michigan.  The  year  1840  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Romeo,  where  he  practiced  for 
many  years,  being  widely  feeognized  as  one 
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of  the  most  capable  and  eiiiineiil  members 
of  the  profession  of  the  state.  He  was  many 
times  called  in  consultation  by  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  fraternity  and  he  en- 
joyed a  large  private  practice.  Moreover 
he  was  always  helpful  to  the  young  physi- 
cian who  was  earnestly  and  honestly  trying 
to  gain  a  start,  but  he  had  no  patience  with 
quaclcery  or  pretense  of  any  sort.  He  was 
thoroughly  honorable  and  reliable  in  all  that 
he  did  and  he  demanded  the  same  of  oth- 
ers. His  patients  became  his  friends  and 
he  was  known  throughout  his  locality  as 
"the  beloved  physician."  He  was  a  man  of 
ready  sympathy,  kindly  nature  and  helpful 
disposition  and  instead  of  becoming  inured 
to  suffering  because  of  his  large  practice,  his 
heart  always  remained  sensitive  to  the  pain 
and  distress  of  others,  and  he  found  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  administering  to  them 
that  health  and  strength  might  be  restored. 
He  possessed,  moreover,  a  cheery  disposi- 
tion and  his  presence  in  the  sickroom  was 
like  a  ray  of  sunshine. 

Dr.  Leete  was  a  member  of  the  Aiiierii'aii 
Medical  Association,  State  Medicid  Socicly 
of  Michigan  and  the  Northeast I'rii  Disti-ict 
Medical  Association,  and  of  the  last  named 
was  many  times  chosen  president.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  St.  Clair.  Sanilac  and 
Lapeer  Coimt.v  Medical  Associations,  and 
notwithstanding  his  advanced  years  he  con- 
timied  to  attend  the  meetings  with  increased 
interest  and  enjoyed  Ih^'iii  with  as  keen  a 
zest  as  the  yoiiiii.M'Nt  iiH'iiil)i'r.  He  was  al- 
ways interested  in  liis  ;Hloiit<'d  city  and  its 
welfare,  and  wJi.s  lon^  :i  meinber  and  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  education,  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  advance  the  standard  of 
the  schools,  which  he  regarded  as  one  of 
the  bulwarks  of  the  nation. 

On  the  17th  of  March.  18:11,  Dr.  Lpete  was 
married,  in  Palenville,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Katherine  Palen,  daughter  of  (lilbert  E.  and 
Hannah  Palen.  They  had  three  sons  ami 
four  daughters:  Clarinda,  who  was  boni 
December  7,  1831,  married  Henry  Stephens, 
who  died  February  22,  1885,  leaving  three 
children,  Henry,  Albert  Leete  and  Kather- 
ine, who  are  now  in  Detroit;  Clarence  P., 
who  was  born  September  28,  1833.  married 
Martha  Ingalls  and  died  in  1889,  while  his 
wife  is  also  deceased;  Hannah,  born  Novem- 
ber 2,  1835,  is  living  in  Romeo ;  James  E., 
bom  March  10,  1838,  married  Katherine 
Goetehess,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  and 
their  home  is  in  Flint,  Michigan ;  Rufus  P., 
bom  Jnne  3,   1842,  died   in   infancy;  Har- 


riett, born  September  20,  1844,  is  living  in 
Romeo ;  and  Albert  H.,  born  March  16,  1848, 
died  in  1864  in  a  hospital  from  illness  con- 
tracted during  his  service  in  the  Civil  war. 
Mrs.  Leete,  the  mother,  came  of  a  family  in 
which  education,  culture  and  refinement, 
as  well  as  wealth,  were  notable  feat- 
ures. In  her  parents'  home  there  was  a 
bountiful  generosity  and  genial  spirit  that 
impressed  itself  upon  the  character  of  Mrs. 
Leete,  who  in  her  home  was  hospitable,  gen- 
tle and  sympathetic.  In  her  youth  she 
formed  a  deep  attachment  for  the  Catskill 
mountains,  amid  which  she  was  reared,  and 
in  her  last  days  she  longed  inexpressibly  for 
those  surroundings.  She  was  a  devoted 
Christian  woman  from  her  girlhood  days 
and  her  faith  found  evidence  in  her  works. 
Her  love  of  intellectual  development  kept 
her  in  touch  with  the  advance  in  litera- 
ture as  well  as  the  progress  of  events  in 
the  world  at  large,  and  not  until  the  feeble- 
ness of  advanced  years  came  iipon  her  did 
she  cease  to  be  a  participant  in  all  that  pro- 
moted aesthetic,  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture in  Romeo.  She  passed  away  January 
20,  1899,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years  three 
months  and  nineteen  days,  almost  twenty- 
two  years  after  Dr.  Leete  had  departed  this 
life.  A  contemporary  biographer  said  of 
him:  "He  was  of  mediiim  stature  and  of 
an  unbounded  endurance.  He  was  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  quick  perception,  full  of 
genuine  humor,  ready  and  pungent  in  rep- 
artee, frank  and  outspoken  in  speech,  of  a 
warm  and  deeply  affectionate  nature,  at- 
taching his  friends  to  him  with  peculiar 
devotion  and  making  himself,  all  unconsci- 
oiisl.v,  a  general  favorite  in  the  community 
which  had  so  long  known  him.  He  was  a 
gentleman,  a  man  of  honor  and  of  integ- 
rity which  was  never  questioned.  He  was 
loved  not  only  by  his  family  but  by  the  en- 
tire community. " 


GEORGE  W.  MANN. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and  influen- 
tial citizens  of  Washington  township  is 
George  "W.  Mann,  whose  home  is  at  Mount 
Vernon,  on  section  19.  He  has  taken  quite 
a  prominent  part  in  local  politics  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  honorable  county 
board  of  supervisors.  He  was  born  July  18, 
1855,  on  the  farm  which  is  still  his  home 
and  has  always  resided  in  that  locality.  His 
father,  John   Mann,  was  a  native  of  New 
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Jersey  aud  eame  to  this  state  with  his  par- 
ents, who  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Macomb  eovmty.  He  opened  np  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  bis  son  and  became 
one  of  tbe  prominent  agriculturists  of  the 
community.  In  early  manhood  he  married 
Elizabeth  Pickle,  also  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  tbey  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
old  homestead  in  Washington  township  until 
their  deaths,  which  occurred  in  the  years 
1885  and  1897,  respectively, 

George  W.  Mann  passed  his  boyhood  aud 
youth  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
boys  and  received  his  early  education  in 
district  schools,  but  has  largely  added  to 
the  knowledge  there  acquired  by  reading 
and  observation  in  later  years.  He  gave 
his  father  the  benefit  of  his  labors  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farm  until  the  latter 's  death, 
when  he  succeeded  to  the  place  and  to  its 
further  development  and  cultivation  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies  with  marked  suc- 
cess. Being  a  man  of  good  business  ability 
and  soimd  judgment,  as  well  as  thoroughly 
reliable,  he  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
administer  estates  for  others.  Besides  his 
home  place  he  is  also  the  possessor  of  a  well- 
improved  fruit  farm  in  Oregon. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1904,  Mr.  Mann 
^\■ar,  imited  in  marriage  at  Ionia,  Michigan, 
to  Miss  Ada  L.  McGrath,  a  daughter  of  The- 
odore T.  McOvath,  a  native  of  Boston,  Mas- 
saeluisetts,  who  was  chief  engineer  of  the 
United  States  gunboat  Cumberland  during 
the  Civil  war  and  later  master  mechanic  of 
the  New  Orleans  &  Mobile  Railroad.  Mrs. 
Mann  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and,  having 
received  a  good  education,  she  successfully 
taught  school  for  ten  years  in  Oakland  coun- 
ty, the  last  two  years  teaching  in  the  high 
school  of  Rochester. 

The  republican  party  has  always  found  in 
ITr.  Mann  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its  prin- 
ciples since  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  1876  and  he  has 
taken  quite  a  prominent  and  influential  part 
in  public  affairs,  being  a  recognized  leader 
of  the  party  in  his  community.  He  has 
served  as  highway  commissioner  and  in  nu- 
merous offices  of  honor  and  trust,  being 
elected  supervisor  in  1901  and  re-elected 
continuously,  so  that  he  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent in  that  office.  He  has  served  on 
a  number  of  important  committees  and  his 
official  duties  have  always  been  most 
promptly  and  faithfully  discharged.  Soci- 
ally he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  holding 
membership  in  tbe  bine  lodge  at  Rochester. 


the  chapter  at  Romeo  aud  the  council  at 
Mount  Clemens,  while  both  Mr.  Mann  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Eastern  Star 
at  Rochester,  Michigan. 


OR.  ABNER  HAYWAED. 

Dr.  Abner  Hayward,  homoeopathic  physi- 
cian and  surgetm  of  Mount  Clemens,  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Macomb  county  for  forty 
years.  He  came  to  Mount  Clemens  in  1871, 
thirty-four  years  ago,  and  beara  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  medical  practitioner  to 
establish  the  efficacy  of  the  mineral  waters  of 
Mount  Clemens  for  medical  bathing  purposes. 

Dr.  Hayward  was  bom  in  Johnson,  Rhode 
Island,  September  26,  1829.  His  paternal 
ancestry  can  be  traced  back  to  Richard  Hay- 
ward, a  native  of  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  settled  in  Neivport,  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  lived  until  he  was  about  eighty  years 
of  age.  His  son,  Richard  Hayward,  Jr.,  wjis 
bom  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  July  29,  1769, 
and  died  at  Pawtucket,  Rhode  Island.  Rich- 
ard Hayward,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  Robert 
Grovenor  Hayward  who  was  bom  in  Thomp- 
son, Rhode  island,  March  10,  1800,  and  who 
became  interested  in  the  cotton  mills  while  re- 
siding in  the  east.  He  there  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Eliza  Cornell,  of  Somerset,  Jlary- 
land,  whom  he  anarried  in  Coventry,  Rhode 
Island,  August  23,  1823.  Miss  Cornell  was 
a  niece  of  Ezra  Cornell,  founder  of  Cornell 
University,  at  Ithaca,  New  York.  In  1830, 
Robert  Grovenor  Hayward  removed  to  Mon- 
roe county,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
seven  years.  In  1837  he  became  a  resident  of 
Ingham  county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years. 

Robert  Grovenor  Hayward  and  Eliza  Cor- 
nell Hayward  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
those  living  being:  Robert,  who  resides  in 
Aurelius,  Ingham  county,  Michigan;  Abner, 
of  this  review,  and  Harriet,  wife  of  W.  0. 
Gregory,  of  Los  Angeles,  California.  Those 
deceased  are:  Joseph,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Henry  and  Jessie,  both  of  whom  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  The  father  died  in 
1866,  aged  sixty-six  years,  while  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 

Dr.  Abner  Hayward  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation at  Spring  Arbor,  now  Hillsdale  Col- 
lege, and  later  continued  his  studies  at  Michi- 
gan Union  College.  Leoni.  now  removed  to 
Adrian.  IMiehigan,     Tie  taught  school  in  Ing- 
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liaui  and  Jadfsoii  counties  and  was  school 
inspector  in  Ingham  county  for  several  years. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  jmtice  of  the  peace  at 
Michigan  Center,  Jackson  county,  Michigan, 

Dr.  Hayward  hegan  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  ofBce  of  Dr.  McCray,  at  Jackson,  and 
afterward  continued  his  readings  with  Drs. 
Watts  and  Chubb,  at  Crass  Lake,  Michigan. 
In  1860,  he  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  medi- 
cine in  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Aurelius,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  Having  had  his  attention  called  to  the 
homeopathic  method  of  administering  medi- 
cine, he  became  convinced  of  its  superiority 
and  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  Hospital  College,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  the  class  of  1866.  Dr.  Hayward  located  in 
Romeo,  Macomb  county,  the  same  year,  where 
be  built  up  a  fine  practice,  enjoying  the  high- 
est reputation  as  a  physician  find  gentleman. 
After  remaining  in  Borneo  five  and  a  half 
years,  in  1871  he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
and  for  a  time  was  the  ooly  homeopathic 
physician  in  tbis  city.  He  first  opened  his 
office  in  the  old  American  hotel,  where  the 
Medea  hotel  now  stands.  In  1874  be  pur- 
chased his  present  home  at  No.  99  Cass  avenue, 
and  there  established  his  ofBee.  Thus  Dr.  Hay- 
ward has  been  in  active  practice  in  Macomb 
comity  for  forty  years,  thirty-four  of  which 
he  has  been  located  in  Mount  Clemens.  Be- 
tween the  years  1895  and  1898  his  office  was 
located  in  the  Eastman  block,  now  a  portion 
of  the  Medea  property. 

Dr.  Hayward  is  the  oldest  representative  of 
the  medical  profession  in  this  city  and,  as 
before  stated,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  physician  to  discern  and  make  use 
of  tbe  curative  properties  of  the  great  mineral 
waters  of  Mount  Clemens.  It  was  in  1872,  the 
year  after  coming  here  from  Romeo,  that  Dr. 
Hayward  first  made  use  of  the  waters  for  his 
patients.  Mtuiy  cases  of  rheumatism,  neural- 
gia and  blood  diseases  were  given  batlis  under 
his  direction,  in  an  improved  rubber  bathtub 
(there  being  at  that  time  no  bath  house 
thought  of  here).  Remarkable  cures  were 
the  result  and  the  experiments  he  thus  made 
demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  the  great  effi- 
cacy of  the  waters. 

The  waters  used  were  from  the  old  original 
well,  which  was  at  that  time  used  for  making 
a  coarse  grade  of  salt,  the  waters  being  too 
strongly  impregnated  with  other  minerals  to 
be  refined  into  a  good  grade  of  table  salt. 
Tliese  properties  were  tbe  very  ones  which 


have  made  the  waters  such  a  curative  element 
in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  other 
blood  and  skin  diseases.  This  Dr.  Hayward 
was  quick  to  discern,  as  he  had  previously 
compounded  baths  of  the  salts,  sodas,  etc., 
for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  and  his 
former  knowledge  of  thermal  treatinent  was 
instrumental  in  forming  his  conclusions.  It 
is  owing  to  his  investigations  and  experiments 
in  this  direction  that  there  are  to-day  thou- 
sands who  are  annually  benefited  and  cured 
by  treatment  of  the  mineral  waters  of  tbis 
city.  All  join  in  giving  Dr.  Abner  Hayward 
the  highest  praise  for  his  profoimd  scientific 
research. 

Dr.  Hayward  has  been  county  physician  for 
Macomb  county,  and  has  enjoyed  many  honors 
during  his  long  and  successful  professional 

On  the  12tb  of  August,  1856,  Dr.  Hayward 
was  married  to  .MisB  Alice  J.  Smith,  also  a 
physician,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  tbis 
work.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Lillie  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Charles  Claude,  who  died  in  infancy;  Maude 
Louise,  a  talented  musician,  who  has  attained 
great  success  as  supervisor  of  music  and  draw- 
ing ill  the  public  schools  of  this  and  other 
states;  and  Prank  Harold,  an  eminent  artist 
who  enjoys  an  international  reputation  as  a 
figure  and  landscape  painter  of  tbe  highest 
merit,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  book.  The 
two  grandchildren,  Olive  Belle  and  Alice 
Louise  (Frank  Harold  Hayward 's  children), 
are  among  tbe  doctor's  greatest  treasures. 

Fraternally  the  doctor  is  connected  with 
Blount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  F.  &  A.  M.,  hav- 
ing been  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a 
Master  Mason  Pebruaiy  21,  1856,  in  the  lodge 
at  Eatou  Rapids,  Michigan,  No.  63.  He  has 
therefore  been  identified  with  tbe  fraternity 
for  fifty  years.  He  also.belongs  to  the  chapter, 
in  which  he  has  held  many  offices,  and  the 
council.  His  interests,  however,  center  in  his 
profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society,  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homeopathy,  He  has  the  entire 
respect  of  his  fellow  practitioners.  His  many 
friends  and  patrons,  among  whom  are  the  best 
families  of  this  city  and  county,  cling  to  him 
as  their  family  physician,  besides  patients 
who  annually  come  to  him  from  various  parts 
of  the  country  for  medical  treatment  and 
consultation  concerning  the  baths, 

Tbe  doctor  is  still  very  active  and  attends 
to  his  patrons  with  that  skill  and  success 
which  long  experience  and  a  successful  career 
only  make  possible.     He  is  a  man  of  genial 


,  Google 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MACOMB  COUNTY 


disposition  iiiid  all'able  tempera nient,  and  the 
circle  of  his  friends  is  voiy  extensive. 


DR.  ALICE  J.  HAYWARD. 

Dr.  Alice  J.  Hayward,  whose  skill  as  a 
practitioner  of  medicine  is  widely  acknowl- 
edged in  Mount  Clemens,  where  she  is  actively 
engaged  in  practice,  was  bom  in  New  York 
and  is  the  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Patterson)  Smith,  natives  of  New  Jereey  and 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Smith  spent  the 
earlier  yeare  of  their  married  life  in  the  stat« 
of  New  York.  In  1845  they  removed  to  Jack- 
sou  county,  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Smith  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursiiits  until  his 
death,  dying  of  apoplexy  in  his  forty-ninth 
year.  Mrs.  Smith  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  eldest 
son,  Samuel  P.,  was  a  major  in  the  Civil  war 
and  a  captain  in  the  United  States  service  at 
the  close  of  hcstilities  between  the  north  and 
south.  He  subsequently  resigned  his  com- 
mand in  the  army  and  settled  in  Kansas, 
where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  exten- 
sively stocked,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most 
successful  stock-raisers  of  that  state.  Charles 
H.  and  Alonzo  S.  are  extensive  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  the  former  in  Jackson  county, 
Michigan,  and  the  latter  in  Kansas.  The  two 
youngest  sons,  Marsenor  and  Henry,  died 
during  the  last  year  of  the  Rebellion,  Marse- 
nor dying  in  California  and  Henry,  after 
nearly  three  years  spent  in  valiant  service  for 
h:^  country,  was  killed  in  battle  at  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  Mrs.  Adelia  Prndden,  the  eldest 
daughter,  spends  her  declining  days  at  her 
home  in  Eureka,  Kansas,  and  at  the  various 
homes  of  her  children,  Mrs,  Lizzie  P.  Jones 
(the  second  daughter)  also  a  widow,  is  living 
in  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  where  she  has  spent 
all  of  her  married  life,  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Hobnes  Tabor,  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  government  for  many  years,  is  now  living 
at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Frances,  the  young- 
est daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Lucius  A.  Watts, 
a  stockman  living  in  Brooklyn,  Michigan.  The 
second  daughter  died  in  infancy.  Both  the 
Smith  and  Patterson  families  were  established 
in  New  England  at  an  early  day  and  came 
from  a  worthy  ancestry. 

Alice  J.  Smith,  the  fourth  daughter  and 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Dr.  Abner  Hayward  on  the  12th  of  August, 


1856.  Of  their  four  children  tivo  died  in  in- 
fancy, Lillie  J.  and  Charles  Claude.  Jlaude 
Louise,  the  second  daughter,  has  added  to  her 
fine  education  a  thorough  knowledge  of  music 
and  drawing,  which  has  made  her  especially 
successful  as  supervisor  of  these  subjects  in 
the  public  schools.  Frank  Harold,  who  has 
achieved  fame  as  an  artist,  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  Biirope,  was  born  in  Eomeo,  Macomb 
county,  Michigan.  At  an  early  age  his  supe- 
rior artistic  ability  was  recognized  by  his 
parents  and  after  executing  some  marvelous 
work,  the  best  artistic  talent  was  secured  for 
his  instruction.  This  love  for  art  is  an  in- 
heritance from  his  mother  who  in  her  youngei' 
days  and  also  in  middle  life  executed  work 
of  a  superior  quality.  In  the  maternal  line 
she  comes  of  a  family  noted  for  its  artistic 
taste.  One  ancestor  coming  from  Rome  to 
England,  achieved  great  fame  and  was 
knitted  in  recognition  of  artistic  decorations 
which  were  superior  to  anything  preceding  it 
in  that  country. 

"When  a  child  Mrs.  Hayward  had  only  the 
advantages  of  the  country  school,  but  later 
she  became  a  student  at  the  Michigan  Union 
College  and  eventually  became  a  teacher  in 
that  institution.  It  was  diiring  this  time  that 
she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Abner 
Hayward,  he  being  a  student  there,  and  the 
friendship  thus  formed  ultimately  resulted 
in  their  marriage.  Becoming  greatly  inter- 
ested in  her  husband's  work  as  a  physician 
she  unconsciously  gained  a  knowledge  that 
was  recognized  by  his  patrons,  and  realizing 
her  adaptation  to  the  work,  became  a  faithful 
student  and  assistant  to  her  husband.  Mrs. 
Hayward  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Detroit  Homeopathic  Medical  College  when 
there  were  comparatively  few  women  engaged 
in  the  profession  and  has  had  a  strong  influ- 
ence in  overcoming  the  prejudice  that  former- 
ly existed  against  women  practitioners.  She 
joined  her  husband  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  together  they  have  done  an  immense 
business,  being  recognized  as  among  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  profession.  Her  intuitive 
knowledge  enabled  her  to  diagnose  a  case  cor- 
rectly, while  after  a  great  amount  of  study 
others  were  in  doubt.  Her  patients  are  in- 
spired with  confidence  and  she  has  been  the 
family  physician  in  many  of  the  leading  fam- 
ilies in  Mount  Clemens  for  more  tlian  twenty 
years.  Patients  come  to  her  from  different 
parts  of  the  country,  having  learned  of  hef 
skill  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases  and 
also  for  the  treatment  of  cancers,  in  which  sho 
is  especially  successful. 
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Ilcrs  has  been  ii  busy  life.  Aside  from  her 
professional  duties,  she  has  capably  managed 
her  household  affairs  and  been  a  thoughtful 
and  careful  mother  in  the  care  and  education 
of  hei'  children.  She  is  a.  member  of  the 
Ladies  Literary  Club  and  also  of  the  Art  Cul- 
ture Club,  of  Mount  Clemens. 

In  early  life  she  became  a  raeniber  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  her  life  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  church  work.  When  coming  to 
Mount  Clemens  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
the  church  of  her  choice  was  such  that  it 
called  for  the  best  efforts  of  its  people  for  its 
upbuilding.  Her  naturally  strong  intellect, 
refinement  and  general  knowledge,  added  to 
her  spiritual  interest  in  the  church,  caused 
them  to  tiu-n  to  her  as  a  leader  in  church 
work,  aud  the  small  salary  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  which  was  formerly  paid  to  their  pas- 
tor, was  raised  to  a  proper  amount,  and  even- 
tually a  new  church  was  built. 

And  now  after  all  these  years  of  mental 
strain  Dr.  Alice  llayward  has  lost  none  of  her 
buoyancy  of  sjiirit.  Khe  is  interested  in  her 
liti'iiU'v  |iiirsuits,  in  the  advance  of  medical 
si'ii'iK'e.  iuid  jiiv-ieribes  for  her  patients  with 
t  her  many  yea  rs  of  successful 
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REV.  0.  -T.  KE\NEJ)V. 

Rev.  C.  J.  Kennedy,  who  is  in  charge  of 
St.  Peter's  parish  at  Mount  Clemens,  was 
bom  in  Perth,  Ontario,  Canada,  May  17, 
1858,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry.  His  father, 
Corneliiis  Kennedy,  crossing  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  settled  first  in  Quebec  and  after- 
ward removed  to  the  city  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mechanical 
pursuits.  Later  he  wont  to  Perth,  Ontario, 
and  finally  settled  at  Port  Huron,  Michi- 
gan, in  1880,  There  he  spent  his  remain- 
ing days,  his  death  occurring  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His 
wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Miss  Mary 
Sheehy,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  the  Eev.  0.  J.  Kennedy  is  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  Four  of  the  number  were 
teachers  aud  those  still  living  are :  Ann, 
Margaret,  C.  J.,  James  and  Katherine.  Three 
of  the  number  died  in  infancy. 

Rev.  C.  J,  Kennedy  pursued  his  classical 
studies  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  studied  the- 
ology in  Baltimore.  Maryland.  He  was  as- 
sistant to  Rev.  F.  A.  O'Brien,  of  Kalanianon. 


Michigan,  for  one  year  and  afterward  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Catholic  church,  at  Hast- 
ings, Michigan.  He  also  ministered  to  the 
Catholic  church  at  Charlotte,  Nashville  and 
Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan,  and  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1902,  came  to  Mount  Clemens 
as  pastor  of  St.  Peter's  parish,  succeeding 
the  Rev.  J.  A.  Van  Hoonissen,  who  died  on 
the  13th  of  January  of  that  year. 

Since  coming  to  Mount  Clemens  Father 
Kennedy  has  done  effective  work.  He  super- 
vised the  remodeling  of  the  school  and  the 
placing  of  a  steam-heating  plant  for  the 
church  and  school,  which  was  put  i]i  place 
Ht  a  cost  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars.  The 
first  year  of  his  pastorate  here  he  effaced 
the  church  debt  of  four  thousand  five  him- 
dred  dollars.  The  foundation  stone  of  the 
present  St.  Peter's  church  was  laid  in  1882 
and  the  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  pa- 
rochial sclioolhoiise  was  built  in  1889  at  a 
cost  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  and  the  con- 
vent and  rectory  were  erected  at  a  cost  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  while  the  furnishings 
amounted  to  nine  thousand  dollars,  making 
a  total  cost  of  the  church  property  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  In  1903-4  the  school  was 
remodeled  aud  enlarged,  being  supplied 
ivitli  all  modem  equipments  and  is  now  one 
rif  the  hest  schools  of  the  diocese.  In  con- 
nection with  the  granuuar  grades  it  has  been 
decided  to  establish  a  complete  high  school 
course.  St,  Peter's  parish  represents  about 
seven  hundred  families.  Through  generous 
donations,  the  monthly  collections  and  other 
means,  Eev.  C.  J.  Kennedy  has  been  enabled 
to  pay  eleven  thousand  dollars  toward  im- 
provements on  the  church  property.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  work,  which  he  performs  in 
a  conscientious  manner,  and  the  different 
branches  of  the  church  activity  are  now  in 
a  thriving  condition. 


FELIX  RANDALL. 


Felix  Randall,  now  deceased,  was  well 
known  as  a  pioneer  settler  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, where  he  took  up  his  abode  in  1837.  The 
Indians  were  still  numerous  in  the  state  and 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  over  this  great  dis- 
trict the  large  forests  were  found  just  as 
they  had  come  from  the  hand  of  nature.  The 
rivers  were  unbridged  and  few  roads  had 
been  made.  In  fact,  there  was  little  evidence 
of  the  reclamation  of  the  district  by  the 
white  men  and  Felix  Randall  found  ample 
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opportunity  to  assist  in  the  arduous  'vvork 
of  reclaiming  the  locality  for  the  uses  of 
civilization.  He  w^  born  in  New  York, 
October  8,  1812,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Sarah  (Smith)  Randall,  who  were  natives 
of  Orange  county,  New  York.  When  he 
was  eight  years  of  age  he  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  Canada,  where  they  lived  until  1833 
and  then  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  fath- 
er's death  occurred  in  1858,  when  he  was 
sixty-seven  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in 
Illinois  in  1873  at  the  advanced  age  of  eigh- 
ty-four years. 

Felix  Randall  came  to  Macomb  county  in 
1837,  removing  to  this  state  from  Talmage 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  jour- 
ney was  made  with  a  team  of  oxen  and  wag- 
on and  he  brought  with  him  a  chest  of 
tools,  his  clothes  and  a  barrel  of  pork.  He 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  sections  31  and  32,  Richmond  town- 
ship, which  tract  he  had  entered  from  the 
government  two  years  previous,  and  the 
deed  to  this  land,  signed  by  President  Van 
Buren,  is  still  in  possession  of  his  son  Arthur, 
who  is  living  upon  the  old  homestead.  Diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  were  encountered  by 
him  in  his  attempt  to  establish  a  frontier 
home,  but  he  bravely  met  the  hardships  and 
trials  which  always  form  a  part  of  ttie  life 
of  the  frontier  settler.  He  developed  a  good 
farm  property  owing  to  his  life  of  unre- 
mitting diligence  and  enterprise,  and  he  also 
took  an  active  part  in  the  advancement  of 
public  interests  and  in  aU  measures  calcu- 
lated to  benefit  his  fellowmen.  He  held  va- 
rious official  positions  in  his  township  and 
was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  and  a 
champion  of  all  that  is  right,  true  and  just. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  re- 
publican party  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industry. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1838,  Mr.  Randall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Ingraham, 
a  daughter  of  Asa  Ingraham,  of  Canada,  in 
which  country  she  was  bom  April  13,  1818. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Climena,  who 
was  bom  June  7,  1839,  and  is  the  wife  of 
M.  M.  Harris,  of  Ricliraond  township;  Ma- 
tilda, who  was  bom  December  17,  1843,  and 
is  the  wife  of  John  T.  Hodges,  of  Richmond 
township;  Robert  A.,  a  resident  of  Lenox 
township,  born  May  5,  1847;  Edward,  of 
Richmond  township,  born  August  3,  1849; 
Phoebe,  who  was  bom  April  1,  1852,  and  is 
the  wife  of  M.  P.  Bates,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship ;  and  Arthur  P.,  of  Richmond  township, 


born  November  3,  1858.  Those  deceased  are 
Sarah  M.,  who  was  born  October  23,  1841, 
became  the  wife  of  A.  L.  Abbey,  of  De- 
corah,  Iowa,  and  died  February  28,  1891 
and  Helen,  who  was  bom  November  17, 
1855,  and  died  March  22,  1856.  Mrs.  Ran- 
dall's parents  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Richmond  township,  where  her  father  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  shoemaking.  Of  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  only  one  is  now  liv- 
ing, Daniel  Ingraham,  who  resides  in  Plain- 
well,  Michigan. 

Felix  Randall  was  a  qniet  man  but  of  gen- 
ial disposition,  and  was  universally  liked. 
He  was  prosperous  in  his  business  affairs 
and  yet  his  success  was  not  due  to  any  finan- 
cial combination  of  circumstances  but  re- 
sulted from  untiring  energy  and  persever- 
ance. He  knew  the  value  of  labor  and  he 
put  forth  his  best  effort  to  provide  for  his 
family.  In  all  life's  relations  he  was 
straightforward  and  honorable,  never  neg- 
lecting a  duty,  whether  of  a  public  or  pri- 
vate nature,  and  he  valued  his  own  self-re- 
spect as  infinitely  more  preferable  to  wealth 
or  public  honors.  His  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1889,  and  caused  deep  regret 
among  his  associates.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  the  Patrons  of  Indus- 
try and  by  many  friends  outside  of  that 
organization.  His  wife  p^sed  away  De- 
cember 5,  1898,  and  thns  were  called  from 
this  life  two  of  the  respected  and  worthy  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  coimty. 


THOMAS  K.  McINNIS. 

Thomas  K.  Mclnnis  is  a  representative  of 
farming,  stockraising  and  dairying  interests 
in  Macomb  county  and  makes  his  home  on 
section  22,  Ray  township.  A  good  farm 
property  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
there  yields  him  golden  harvests,  while  m 
the  pastures  are  found  high  grades  of  stock 
which  he  raises  and  feeds.  He  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  the  state  from  1865.  He  was  bom 
in  Ontario,  Canada,  on  Owen  sound,  March 
24,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Mclnnis  and 
a  brother  of  Alexander  Mclnnis,  who  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work. 

When  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  Thomas 
K.  Mclnnis  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Macomb  county,  the  family  locating  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  assisted  in 
opening  up  this  place  for  cultivation  and  in 
the  winter  months  he  attended  the  country 
schools,  acquiring  a  good  practical  English 
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education.  His  training  in  farm  labor  was 
not  meager  and  he  gained  practical  experi- 
ence, the  value  of  which  has  been  proven  in 
the  years  of  his  active  life.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  old  homestead.  He  has  since  greatly 
improved  the  place  by  the  erection  of  new 
buildings,  including  a  good  frame  residence 
and  siibstantial  bams.  He  has  also  fenced 
and  tiled  the  place  and  he  uses  the  latest 
improved  machinery  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  fields.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of  the 
cereals  he  also  raises  good  grades  of  stock 
and  is  widely  acknowledged  as  a  successful 
farmer  and  stoek-dealer.  Mr.  Jlclnnis  is  also 
a  stockholder  in  the  Creamery  Association 
at  Davis  and  supplies  milk  to  the  creamery 
located  there.  He  was  likewise  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  New  Haven  Savings  Bank, 
becoming  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
and  has  continuously  served  as  vice  presi- 
dent. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  1887,  whs  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mclnnis  and  Miss  Min- 
nie Robertson,  who  was  born  at  Marine  City, 
St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of 
David  C.  Eobertson,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Bay  township.  Tliere  were  three 
children  by  this  union:  Lottie  C,  William 
E.  and  John  A. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Mclnnis  has 
been  a  life-long  republican,  voting  for  each 
presidential  nominee  of  the  party  since  east- 
ing his  first  ballot  for  James  A.  Garfield. 
He  has  been  elected  and  served  as  highway 
commissioner,  filling  the  oifiee  for  several  years 
and  for  four  years  was  justice  of  the  peace. 
He  served  on  the  school  board  for  twenty 
years,  was  district  assessor  for  twenty  years 
and  is  a  warm  friend  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, believing  in  the  employment  of  compe- 
tent teachers  and  in  the  maintenance  of  good 
schools.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  the 
county  conventions  of  his  party  and  is  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertains  to  the  political, 
social  and  material  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
iiiuuity.  His  wife  attends  the  Union  church 
and  although  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
church  he  contributes  generously  to  its  sup- 
port. Fraternally  he  is  coiin.'ch'd  with  the 
Independent  Order  uf  OchI  Fallows  at  New 
Haven  and  also  with  tlic  Knisrhts  of  the 
JIaceabees.  Througii  forty  years'  residence 
on  one  farm  he  has  demonstrated  his  capa- 
bility in  handling  agricultural  and  financial 
interests  and  his  place  to-day  is  a  monument 
to  his  enterprise  anil  skill.     :\roreover,  he  is 


recognized  as  a  gentleman  of  kindly  manner 
and  social  disposition  and  is  well  known  as 
a  public -spirited  citizen. 


GEORC7E  H.  BEATTY. 

George  H.  Beatty,  now  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  Macomb  county.  He 
was  bom  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  May  20, 
1822,  a  son  of  Jasper  Beatty,  also  a  native 
of  that  state.  Hia  boyhood  and  youth  were 
there  passed  and  his  education  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  there.  When  a  young 
man  he  learned  the  harness  maker's  trade  at 
Burlington,  and  on  leaving  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  in  1840  removed  to  New  York, 
where  he  worked  for  a  time.  Becoming  ill, 
he  was  advised  by  his  physician,  who  was 
an  old  acquaintance,  to  take  a  sea  voyage, 
and  he  accordingly  spent  the  following  three 
years  on  the  water  as  a  sailor,  returning 
much  benefited  in  health.  He  then  located 
at  Schroon  Lake,  New  York,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  harness  shop  for  about  five  years. 
It  was  then  his  intention  to  go  to  California, 
but  as  the  reports  which  he  heard  concern- 
ing that  state  were  not  favorable,  he  went 
instead  to  ]\Iassachusetts,  residing  for  sev- 
eral years  at  Chicopee  Falls,  where  he 
worked  in  a  machine  ^op. 

In  1854  Mr.  Beatty  came  to  Michigan, 
making  the  journey  from  Detroit  to  Mount 
Clemens  by  stage  in  the  month  of  March.  It 
required  an  entire  day  to  travel  from  one 
city  to  the  other  at  that  time.  Mr.  Beatty 
boxight  land  on  the  plank  road,  near  Eraser, 
Macomb  county,  and  resided  thereon  for 
some  years,  during  which  time  he  supplied 
the  railroad  companies  with  ties  and  wood. 
As  the  years  passed  he  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings and,  saving  from  his  earnings  a 
goodly  sum,  he  was  enabled  to  live  retired 
for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death. 
He  made  judicious  investment  in  real  estate 
and  his  property  interests  returned  him  a 
good  income.  He  had  considerable  property 
in  the  village  of  Lenox,  also  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  three  miles  below  Mount 
Clemens  and  property  in  Virginia. 

Jlr.  Beatty  was  married  September  11, 
1845,  to  Miss  Jane  G.  Gilbert,  a  native  of 
Bnrlington,  Vermont,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Catherine  (Campbell)  Gilbert. 
Her  father  spent  almost  his  entire  life  in 
the  Green  Mountain  state.  Her  mother  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  a  relative  of  Rob- 
ert "Burns,  the  poet.     She  frei|nent!y  told  of 
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his  visits  to  her  home  when  ahe  was  a  yoimg 
girL  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  had  two  chil- 
dren, Charles  and  Carrie. 

Mr.  Beatty  was  a  member  of  the  school 
hoard  and  held  other  local  offices.  After  a 
residence  of  more  than  half  a  century  in 
Macomb  county  he  passed  away  in  April, 
1901,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife  still  survives  him  and  is  now,  in  1905, 
eighty-four  years  of  age.  She  yet  enjoys 
good  health  and  her  faculties  are  unim- 
paired. 


F.  B.  WOLCOTT. 


F.  B.  "Woleott  is  proprietor  of  the  Ray 
Center  Flouring  Mills  and  a  partner  in  the 
Mineral  City  Mills  at  Mount  Clemens  and 
also  devotes  his  attention  to  farming  inter- 
ests and  makes  his  home  on  section  16,  Ray 
township.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  since  1878.  He  was  born  in  Brad- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  January  25, 
1845,  his  birthplace  being  the  town  of  Ath- 
ens. His  father,  J,  P.  Woleott,  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1824  and  was  a  son  of  Eras- 
tus  Woleott,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Empire  state  and  served  as  a  soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812.  J.  P.  Woleott  was  reared 
in  Pennsylvania  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Rogers,  whose  birth  occurred 
near  Catskill,  New  York.  Mr.  Woleott  was 
a  mechanic  and  millwright  and  also  enaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war,  aroused  by  a  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, he  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  Union, 
joining  Company  K  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
With  this  command  he  served  in  the  war 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta, 
where  he  sustained  wounds.  Following  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  removed  to  the  west, 
settling  in  the  town  of  Reynolds,  in  Jeffer- 
son county,  Nebraska.  He  spent  his  last 
years  upon  a  farm  there  and  died  about 
1897,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  His 
wife  still  survives  him  and  is  now  a  well- 
preserved  lady  of  seventy-eight  years.  In 
their  family  were  three  children,  the  eld- 
est being  P.  E.  Woleott,  of  Reynolds,  Ne- 
braska, Eliza  reached  mature  years  and 
was  married,  but  is  now  deceased. 

F.  B.  Woleott  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Pennsylvania  and  attended  the  public 
schools  there.  He  afterward  worked  in  a 
sawmill  and  became  familiar  with  the  husi- 
ness  of  manufacturing  hiiiiber  and  shingles. 


He  was  thus  employed  during  the  period  of 
the  war  and  later  he  went  to  the  west,  go- 
ing to  Wisconsin  in  1865,  while  subsequently 
he  went  to  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Utah  and 
California.  Making  his  way  to  Sacramento 
he  worked  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for 
a  year  or  so.  He  continued  in  the  far  west 
for  two  years  and  then  returned  to  Nebras- 
ka, where  he  joined  his  father's  family. 
There  he  homesteaded  a  tract  of  land  and 
improved  his  place,  continuing  its  cultiva- 
tion for  nine  years.  He  then  traded  his 
farm  for  a  mill  in  Ray  Center  and  also  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  In  1878 
he  located  upon  this  place  and  took  charge 
of  the  lumber  business  here.  He  has  rebuilt 
the  old  mill,  put  in  new  and  improved  ma- 
chinery and  otherwise  made  his  plant  a  mod- 
ern property,  turning  out  an  excellent  prod- 
uct. He  has  built  a  new  residence  and  barn 
and  has  made  a  nice  place,  and  the  various 
branches  of  his  business  are  being  well  man- 
aged, so  that  he  receives  a  good  financial 
return  annually.  The  Ray  Center  Mill  was 
built  in  1847  of  native  timber  and  lumber, 
all  of  which  was  cut  and  sawed  near  here. 
The  mill  is  operated  by  water  power  for  the 
custom  trade.  Mr.  Woleott,  however,  re- 
built the  mill  and  installed  new  and  mod- 
ern machinery,  together  with  an  excellent 
engine  which  is  for  use  when  the  water  is 
too  low  to  furnish  sufficient  power  for  grind- 
ing. 

Mr.  Woleott  was  married  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, November  4,  1870,  to  Miss  Anna  C. 
Callahan,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was 
brought  to  America  when  a  maiden  of  thir- 
teen years  and  was  reared  in  Nebraska. 
Twelve  children  have  been  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Woleott,  namely :  A.  E.  and  John 
P.,  who  are  associated  with  their  father  in 
business  and  who  own  and  operate  the  Min- 
eral City  Mills  at  Mount  Clemens ;  Fred  H., 
who  is  also  interested  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  brothers ;  William  H.,  a  young  man 
at  home,  who  assists  in  the  operation  of  the 
mill  at  Ray  Center ;  Frank  0. ;  Lewis  J. ;  Re- 
becca, who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Miller,  of 
New  Haven;  Ida  May,  the  wife  of  W.  C. 
Poyer,  of  Denver;  Anna,  who  was  formerly 
a  teacher  and  is  now  a  trained  nurse  in  De- 
troit ;  Rosa  M.,  a  student  in  the  Mount  Clem- 
ens high  school ;  and  Mary  and  Lillie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woleott  are  members  of  the 
Union  church  at  Ray  Center  and  he  is  serv- 
ing as  one  of  its  trustees.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  lodge  at  Davis  and  he  is  a  re- 
publican, earnest  in  support  of  the  party  but 
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never  seeking  office.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
Ijusiness  ability  and  judgment  and  has  lived 
a  useful  life,  aceomplishing  what  he  has  un- 
dertaken and  proving  a  valued  factor  in  the 
community  because  of  his  business  activity 
and  his  public -spirited  citizenship.  He  has 
a  good  residence  and  the  improved  condition 
of  the  mill  and  its  surroundings  all  display 
thrift  and  care.  The  Wolcott  home  is  noted 
for  its  generous  hospitality,  the  many  friends 
of  the  family  receiving  a  gracious  welcome 
there,  and  no  history  of  the  community 
woidd  be  complete  without  mention  of  P. 
B.  Wolcott. 


C.  C.  THORINGTON. 

C  C  Thoriiigton,  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Thorington  &  McKay,  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  legal  profession  of  Macomb 
county,  actively  engaged  in  practice  in  Ro- 
meo. He  is  a  native  son  of  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Washington  township,  July 
16,  1864.  His  father,  James  M.  Thorington, 
was  also  born  in  this  county  on  the  same 
farm  where  occurred  the  birth  of  his  son. 
The  grandfather,  James  Thorington,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  portion  of 
the  Ktate,  locating  here  in  the  early  'SOs.  He 
secured  wild  land,  which  he  cleared,  and 
thereon  he  built  a  house  and  opened  up  a 
farm.  James  M.  Thorington  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  old  farm  homestead  and 
after  arriving  at  years  of  maturity  he  wed- 
ded Mary  Starkweather,  who  was  also  bom 
ill  Jracomb  county.  Mr.  Thorington  is  now 
a  well-to-do  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Wash- 
ington township,  having  devoted  his  entire 
life  to  agricultural  pui-siiits  and  so  directed 
his  efforts  as  to  win  prosperity  because  of 
his  diligence,  perseverance  and  capable 
management. 

C.  C.  Thorington  was  reared  in  Macomb 
county  and  educated  in  the  home  schools 
and  the  high  school  at  Romeo.  He  after- 
ward pursued  a  course  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  was  graduated  -with  the  class  of  1893. 
He  then  opened  a  law  office  in  Romeo,  where 
he  has  since  been  in  active  practice  for  more 
than  a  decade,  and  from  the  beginning  he 
has  been  successful,  having  secured  a  large 
clientage,  which  many  an  older  practitioner 
might  well  envy.  He  is  quick  to  master  all 
the  intricacies  of  a  ease  and  grasp  all  de- 
tails, at  the  same  time  losing  sight  of  none 
of  the  essentia]  points  upon  which  the  deci- 


sion of  every  case  finally  turns.  As  a  speak- 
er he  is  fluent,  forcible,  earnest,  logical  and 
convincing.  Mr.  Thorington  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Macomb  county  and  is  its  treasiirer 
at  the  present  time. 

In  his  political  views  Mr,  Thorington  has 
always  been  a  stalwart  republican,  taking 
an  active  interest  in  the  local  work  of  the 
party,  and  he  was  elected  and  served  on 
the  village  board  for  one  or  two  terms.  He 
was  also  for  one  term  its  president  and  is 
now  the  village  attorney,  a  position  which 
he  has  filled  for  five  years.  He  has,  however, 
never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office- 
seeking,  preferring  rather  to  give  liis  time 
and  energies  to  his  profession,  yet  he  has 
faithfuUy  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  citizen- 
ship that  have  devolved  upon  him  whether 
in  official  or  other  relations. 

Mr.  Thorington  was  married,  in  Romeo,  in 
1891,  to  Miss  Jean  Greenshields,  a  daughtei- 
of  Dr.  William  Greenshields,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  work.  They  now 
have  one  son,  William  J.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  of 
Romeo,  and  Mr.  Thorington  is  prominent  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken  the  de- 
grees of  the  lodge,  chapter  and  commander.\' 
in  this  city.  He  is  also  a  member  of  tbi' 
Mystic  Shrine  at  Detroit.  He  is  one  of  the 
active  and  pub  lie -spirited  citizens  of  Ro- 
meo, thoroughly  identified  with  its  people, 
its  necessities  and  its  prosperity,  and  he  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  eom- 
nmnity  in  a  high  degree. 

BERT  COR.BYN  PRESTOX. 

Bert  Corbyn  Preston,  identified  with 
many  interests  which  constitute  the  basis  of 
business  activity  and  prosperity  in  Armada, 
is  to-day  a  most  prominent  factor  in  com- 
mercial and  financial  circles  here,  and  his 
inherent  force  of  character,  keen  diacrimina- 
tion  and  persistent  energy  have  constituted 
the  basis  of  a  success  which  is  as  creditable 
as  it  is  desirable.  He  was  born  in  Armada 
township  January  2,  1859,  his  parents  being 
William  E.  and  Lovina  L.  (Leonard)  Pres- 
ton. The  father  was  born  in  Eastford.  Con- 
necticut, Jiine  20.  1822,  and  the  mother's 
birth  occiured  in  Woodstock,  that  state,  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1824,  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1855,  following  that  pursuit  here  and  also 
devoting  much  of  his  time  to  farming  until 
1867,   when   he  became    a  merchant  of  Ar- 
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iiiada.  There  be  conducted  a  general  store 
until  1889,  meeting  with  creditable  success 
iind  through  the  four  succeeding  years  he 
was  postmaster  at  the  town.  He  and  hia 
wife  still  reside  here  and  he  is  now  living 
retired. 

Bert  C.  Preston,  having  acquired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Armada,  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1878.  Later  he  pursued  a  two  years* ' 
course  in  law  at  the  Michigan  State  Univer- 
sity, at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1881.  Opening  an 
office  for  practice  in  Armada  he  was  thus 
identified  with  the  legal  fraternity  of  6Ia- 
comb  county  nntil  1885,  when  he  established 
the  private  bank  of  Bert  C.  Preston,  con- 
ducting the  same  as  its  proprietor  until  1901, 
when  heorganized  theAmiadaSavingsBank, 
a  state  bank  capitalized  for  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  has  continuously  been  at  the 
head  of  this  institution  as  its  president.  He 
inaugurated  a  safe,  conservative  policy  that 
has  commended  the  institution  to  the  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  general  public, 
and  his  ventures  as  a  banker  have  been  at- 
tended with  gratifying  success.  Not  to  this 
enterprise  alone,  however,  has  Mr.  Preston 
directed  his  efforts.  He  owns  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  in  Berlin  township,  St.  Clair 
county,  and  he  platted  an  addition  to  the 
village  of  Armada,  known  as  "Preston's  ad- 
dition," which  contains  twenty-four  lots.  He 
is  likewise  a  stockholder  in  the  United  States 
Savings  Bank,  at  Detroit,  which  is  capital- 
ized for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Port  Huron 
Engine  &  Thresher  Company  and  the  De- 
troit &  Cleveland  Navigation  Company.  He 
sives  personal  supervision  to  his  varied  in- 
terests and  investments  and  in  business  cir- 
cles is  well  known  for  his  sound  judgment 
and  wise  counsel,  which  have  proved  a  stim- 
ulus to  many  successful  enterprises. 

In  matters  of  citizenship,  equally  practi- 
cal and  helpfiil,  he  served  as  township  clerk 
for  a  year,  beginning  in  1882,  and  was  town- 
ship treasurer  from  1888  until  1890.  He 
was  village  treasurer  in  1886  and  again  in 
1900,  and  has  performed  each  public  serv- 
ice with  the  utmost  fidelity  and  dispatch.  In 
polities  he  is  an  independent  republican,  but 
while  he  has  held  some  local  offices  he  could 
never  be  called  a  politician  in  the  sense  of 
office -seeking. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1883,  Jlr.  Pres- 
ton  was  married   in   Biddeford,    Miuiie,    to 


Miss  Belle  Bliss,  a  daughter  of  Wallace  and 
Louise  Bliss.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  are 
members  of  the  Armada  Congregational 
church  and  he  has  memberahi])  relations 
with  Harmony  lodge,  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M., 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and  the 
Knights  of  Modern  Maccabees.  Endowed  by 
nature  with  a  strong  character  he  has  de- 
veloped and  strengthened  his  latent  pow- 
ers, becoming  a  successful  business  man,  and 
yet  his  interests  are  not  so  self-ccJitered  that 
he  excludes  co-operation  with  measures  for 
the  general  good,  nor  assistance  to  those 
who  have  claim  upon  the  sympathies  and 
aid  of  their  fellowmen. 


ANDREW   T.   DONALDSON. 

Honored  and  respected  by  all;  there  is  no 
man  in  Mount  Clemens  who  occupies  a  more 
prominent  or  enviable  position  than  A.  T. 
Donaldson,  for  the  extent  of  his  business  in- 
terests gives  him  pre-eminence  in  this  direc- 
tion. His  position,  however,  is  due  not  alone 
to  his  prosperity,  but  results  from  his  probity 
and  the  honorable,  straightforward  business 
policy  he  has  ever  followed.  He  has  risen 
from  the  ranks,  with  no  outside  aid  or  ad- 
vantages to  assist  him,  and  through  the  in- 
herent force  of  his  own  character,  his  recog- 
nition and  utilization  of  opportunity  and 
above  all  his  unremitting  industry,  he  stands 
to-day  a  leader  among  men  in  his  adopted 
city.  His  life  is  an  exemplification  of  the 
term,  the  "dignity  of  labor." 

Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  native  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  born  September  20,  1843,  his  par- 
ents being  James  and  Isabella  (True)  Don- 
aldson, of  Scotch  descent.  The  father  came 
with  his  family  to  Mount  Clemens  in  the 
spring  of  1844  and  here  he  was  first  engaged 
on  the  construction  of  the  old  Clinton  and 
Kalamazoo  canal.  He  afterward  followed 
his  trade  of  blaeksmithing.  In  the  family 
were  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Andrew  T.,  "William  S.,  Sarah  and 
Belle.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  George 
Longstaff,  of  Mount  Clemens.  The  old  home- 
stead, where  they  were  reared,  is  still  in 
possession  of  the  family. 

Andrew  T.  Donaldson  was  only  six  months 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  America,  mak- 
ing their  way  direct  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  in  the  public  schools  he  obtained  his 
education.  He  learned  his  tradfr — that  of 
blacksniithinsr — in  his  father's  shop,  and 
when   only  fifteen   years  of  age  he   entered 
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upon  an  indejicndent  business  career  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother,  W.  S.  Donaldson, 
who  had  just  finished  school.  They  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  under  the  firm  name  of  Don- 
aldsonBrotbers, little  thinking  then  that  they 
would  develop  from  it  the  largest  industrial 
enterprise  of  the  city.  Their  trade  steadily 
grew  as  the  two  young  men  displayed  their 
capability  and  willingness  to  work  hard  and 
steadily.  The  business  relations  between  the 
brothers  has  since  been  maintained  moat  har- 
moniously and  in  any  business  enterprise  in 
which  one  becomes  connected  the  other  is 
also  found  as  a  stockholder.  As  their  blaek- 
smithing  patronage  grew  and  their  capital 
was  thereby  enlarged,  the  brothers  pur- 
chased property  adjacent  to  their  shop  at 
East  and  Front  streets  and  eventually  ex- 
tended the  scope  of  their  labors.  In  1868 
they  erected  a  large  shop  to  replace  their 
first  primitive  struetiu-e  and  began  the  man- 
ufacture of  wagons,  buggies  and  sleighs. 
The  business  grew  so  rapidly  during  the  next 
three  years  that  in  1871  the  firm  erected  a 
splendid  foundry  in  order  to  enable  it  to 
make  all  of  its  own  eastings.  With  the  fotm- 
dry  in  operation  the  firm  branched  out  into 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements 
and  the  growth  of  the  business  necessitated 
the  building  of  a  new  foundry  in  1875.  In 
1883  the  most  pretentious  addition,  as  yet, 
was  made,  it  being  a  three-story  building 
extending  along  both  Front  and  Eighth 
streets.  In  1890  a  wood-working  and  ma- 
chine shop  was  added,  and  since  that  yeai' 
the  firm  has  been  constantly  adding  store- 
rooms and  enlarging  its  different  depart- 
ments, yet  even  this  has  not  been  sufficient 
and  storage  departments  have  been  secured 
elsewhere.  To-day  the  firm  manufactures 
wagons,  buggies,  sleighs  and  various  kinds 
of  agricultural  implements  and  is  quick  to 
adopt  a  new  device  which  the  inventor 
brings  to  them,  if  it  gives  promise  of  prac- 
tical utility  and  seems  to  be  a  marketable 
commodity.  So  many  are  the  kinds  of  man- 
ufacturing done  that  the  works  are  kept  con- 
stantly in  operation  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  are  employed  throughout 
the  year.  A.  T.  Donaldson  has  charge  of  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  business  while 
his  brother  superintends  the  office  work, 
and  each  gives  to  the  business  his  personal 
supervision,  being  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  branch,  both  in  principle  and  detail. 
In  the  early  days  they  superintended  person- 
ally all  the  work  that  went  out,  turning  out 
nothing  that  was  not  first  class,   and  they 


soon  gained  an  enviable  reputation  for  the 
durability  and  wearing  qualities  of  all  their 
products.  This  reputation  has  always  been 
maintained  and  to-day  theirs  is  the  leading 
productive  industry  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Donaldson  has  also  given  his  time 
and  financial  assistance  to  the  furtherance 
of  many  other  enterprises  here.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  the  Macomb  Sugar  Company 
and  has  served  as  its  president.  He  was 
one  of  the  leaders  in  the  organization  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  chamber  of  commerce  and 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  Electric  Light  Company.  He  is 
perhaps  best  known,  aside  from  his  manu- 
facturing interests,  as  the  president  of  the 
Citizens  Savings  Bank.  Early  in  1900  Milo 
N.  Davis,  ex-county  clerk,  became  convinced 
that  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a  new 
bank  in  this  city,  and,  interesting  a  numbei 
of  business  men  in  the  enterprise,  the  Citi- 
zens Savings  Bank  sprang  into  existence, 
capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
stock  found  ready  sale  and  was  divided 
among  fifty  subscribers.  Nearly  all  of  the 
orignal  stockholders  have  retained  their 
holdings,  and  there  have  been  few  transfers 
of  securities.  The  capital  now  stands  at  fifty 
thousand  dollars  and  the  undivided  profits 
at  ten  thousand  dollars.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders  the  following  direc- 
tors were  chosen :  A.  T.  Donaldson,  George 
H.  Nichols,  T.  W.  Newton,  M.  W.  Davis,  W. 
F.  Xank,  W.  S.  Donaldson,  Joseph  Matthews, 
J.  S.  Paganetti  and  A.  P.  Grim,  and  the 
directors  elected  the  following  officers:  A. 
T.  Donaldson,  president ;  George  II.  Nichols, 
vice-president;  Thomas  W.  Newton,  second 
vice-president,  and  Milo  N,.  Davis,  cashier. 
The  bank  opened  its  doors  for  business  May 
31,  1900,  in  the  building  which  it  still  occu- 
pies, in  a  prominent  block  on  Macomb  street. 
The  institution  has  been  a  financial  success 
from  the  start  and  has  constantly  found 
favor  among  the  business  interests  of  the 
city,  a  safe,  conservative  policy  having  been 
established  and  always  maintained. 

Aside  from  business  interests  Mr.  Donald- 
son has  also  been  a  factor  in  the  city's  de- 
velopment and  progress.  He  has  served  as 
alderman  and  for  four  terms  has  been  mayor 
of  Mount  Clemens,  giving  to  the  city  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  progressive  administration, 
in  which  many  needed  reforms  and  improve. 
ments  were  instituted.  He  has  also  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  school  hoard  unti 
his  service  in  that  office  covers  a  quarter 
a  century  and  he  has  been  instrumental 
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building  various  school  buildings  in  Mount 
Clemens,  also  in  securing  the  Carnegie  li- 
brary and  promoting  other  movements  which 
have  added  materially  to  the  progress  of  the 
city. 

A  feature  of  his  life  no  less  strongly 
marked  is  his  interest  in  his  church.  He  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  is 
active  in  numy  lines  of  its  work.  In  1865  he 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  belongs  to 
Chapter  No.  69,  R.  A.  M.;  Council  No.  8, 
R.  &  S.  M. ;  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  212, 
K.  T.,  of  Detroit ;  and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
likewise  holds  membership  with  the  Macca- 
bees and  the  Foresters. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1869,  Mr.  Donald- 
son was  married  to  Miss  Olive  Dixon,  a 
daughter  of  Silas  Dixon,  of  that  city,  and 
their  children  are :  Meta ;  Henry  S.,  who  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  Donaldson  Brothers ; 
and  Robert,  deceased. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Don- 
aldson, who  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life 
in  Mount  Clemens,  but  the  outline  merely 
suggests  the  early  years  of  struggle  in  the 
business  world,  the  utilization  of  his  in- 
creased income  in  later  years,  and  the  care- 
ful handling  of  his  resources.  He  has  pros- 
pered until  his  name  is  a  familiar  one  in 
trade  circles  throughout  the  country,  and  all 
who  have  had  dealings  with  him  regard  the 
name  as  a  synonym  of  business  integrity, 
but  it  is  in  his  home  town  where  his  position 
is  most  enviable,  for  here  he  has  won  warm 
friendships  and  the  high  regard  of  young  and 
old.  rich  and  poor. 


SPENCER  J.  DALEY. 

Spencer  J.  Dalby,  one  of  the  partners  in 
the  Lakeside  lee  &  Coal  Company  of  Moimt 
Clemens,  was  born  in  London,  Canada, 
October  16,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
Dalby.  The  father  was  a  native  of  England 
and  by  occupation  a  bookkeeper.  On  com- 
ing to  the  new  world  he  settled  in  Canada 
and  in  1864  he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  1882.  In  the  family  were 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  Rhoda  Jaeobi,  Spencer  J., 
George,  Mrs,  Isabella  Roskopp,  Arthur, 
Mrs.  Fannie  Schute,  Mrs,  Anna  Munneley, 
Walter,  Fred  and  Harry.  The  mother  of 
this  large  family  is  living  and  resides  in 
this  city. 


Spencer  J.  Dalby  was  only  two  years  old 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Mount 
Clemens,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city  he  acquired  his  education.  When  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself  and  wa.s  employed  in  the 
mills.  Later  he  worked  for  Jacob  Shooke, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  in  a  feed  and  grain  store, 
there  remaining  from  1883  to  1887.  Subse- 
quently, in  connection  with  Henry  Phries, 
he  purchased  his  former  employer's  busi- 
ness, the  relation  being  maintained  until 
the  death  of  his  partner  about  nine  months 
later.  Fred  Reymolda  then  purchased  ttlr. 
Phries'  interest  and  was  connected  with  Mr. 
Dalby  until  1890,  when  the  latter  became 
sole  proprietor,  continuing  until  1895,  when 
he  sold  out  to  John  Gatz.  In  that  year  lie 
was  called  to  public  office,  being  elected  city 
clerk,  in  which  position  he  remained  as  the 
incumbent  through  three  successive  yeara. 
He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  term 
of  four  years  and  proved  a  capital  officer. 
He  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  public  works,  being 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  sewers. 

In  1897  Mr.  Dalby  embarked  in  the  ice 
business  in  connection  with  A.  F.  Sarns, 
which  relationship  stiU  exists.  They  car- 
ried on  the  business  for  a  time  under  the 
name  of  the  Lakeside  Ice  Company  and  then 
purchased  the  business  of  Benjajiiin  Lema, 
a  dealer  in  coal,  wood  and  builders'  sup- 
plies, in  December,  1904.  The  two  business 
enterprises  were  then  consolidated  under  the 
name  of  the  Lakeside  Ice  &  Coal  Company, 
and  Mr.  Dalby  is  now  active  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  business,  which  has  grown 
to  extensive  proportions.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  furniture  storage  business 
and  his  name  is  a  strong  one  in  commercial 
circles  in  Mount  Clemens. 

On  the  22nd  of  August,  1887,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Dalby  and  Miss  Nellie  Fer- 
rin,  a  native  of  Mount  Clemens  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Ferrin.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren: Margaret,  Nellie,  Alice  and  Mildred. 
Mr.  Dalby  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  No.  6,  at  Mount  Clemens,  and  is  also 
connected  with  the  Maccabees.  He  was 
likewise  a  charter  member  of  the  Mount 
Clemens  fire  department,  of  which  he  served 
as  captain  for  eight  years,  and  with  the 
Mount  Clemens  Club  he  still  holds  mem- 
bership. Almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
spent  in  this  city  and  he  has  grown  with  its 
business  development,  keeping  in  touch  with 
the   ideas   of  modern   coiiiniercial   progress. 
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lie  is  now  tin;  owner  of  a  loading;  commer- 
cial eiitei^prise  here  and  his  business  career, 
bearincf  the  light  of  close  investigation  and 
scrutiny,  serves  to  prove  what  can  be  aeeom- 
plished  through  determination  and  earnest 
jmrpose. 


BURTON  IHUKiES,  M.  D. 

J)r.  Bui'toTi  Ilddges.  enf;aged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  iiicdieine  in  Aririada,  was  bom  July 
23,  1872,  at  Ogden,  Michigan,  and  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the 
state.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Israel 
Hodges,  was  born  near  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  was  of  English  lineage.  He  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  and  came 
ti>  Jlichigan  about  1842,  spending  his  re- 
inniiiin^'  <\;iy<  here.  He  died  in  1895,  and 
lii.s  -wife  lilso  passed  away  the  same  year. 
Of  tlieii-  chikiren,  Byron  is  the  father  of  our 
subject.  Addison  was  a  private  in  a  Jlichi- 
gan  regiment  duriug  the  Civil  war  and  is 
now  in  the  government  service  in  Washing- 
ton. James  is  a  farmer  of  Ogden,  Michi- 
gan. Saphrona  is  the  wife  of  James  Lewis, 
a  farmer,  of  Perrington,  Oratiot  county, 
Jlichigan.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Al- 
wooiL  a  (iiiiiistiT  of  the  United  Brethren 
I'hui'i-h  rtf  ^liireiici,  Michigan.  Ahua  is  the 
wife  of  Lutbi'r  Piy,  a  farmer  of  Ogden, 
;\lii'bij;jin.  ISyron  Hodges  was  bom  in  Hills- 
dale, Michigan,  and  pursued  his  literary  '''1- 
iii^atJon  ill  the  academy  at  Adrian.  JU;  took 
up  tlii'  study  of  medicine  in  the  old  Michi- 
gan College  of  Medicine  in  Detroit  and  was 
jM-iuiuMted  therefrom  in  1887  and  is  now 
]iractii'inf:  at  Tiiylor  Center  in  this  state.  He 
H-edded  Miss  Melissa  Smith,  and  of  their 
children  Dr.  Burton  Hodges  is  the  eldest, 
the  others  being:  Roy  W.,  a  graduate  of 
the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and  Snr- 
gery  at  Detroit  and  now  a  practicing  physi- 
cian at  Brighton,  Michigan ;  Dexie,  the  wife 
of  Carson  Long,  a  farmer,  of  Taylor  Cen- 
ter, Michigan;  and  Levern,   at  home. 

Dr.  Burton  Hodges  obtained  his  literary 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  after- 
ward continued  his  studies  at  Taylor  Cen- 
ter an^  in  the  "Wyandotte  high  school.  De- 
termining to  enter  the  medical  profession  as 
a  source  of  livelihood  he  pursued  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1894.  He  afterward,  in 
1900,  pursued  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
New  York  Post-dradnnte   School    and   Hos- 


pital but  had  entered  upon  practice  in  Ar- 
mada in  June,  1894.  Here  he  has  since  re- 
mained, enjoying  a  constantly  growing  pat- 
ronage, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wayne 
County  Medical  Society  and  the  Michigan 
State  Medical  Society.  A  general  practi- 
tioner, he  has  a  wide  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  principles  of  medicine  in  its  va- 
rious departjiients  and  in  his  field  of  labor 
has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  successfully 
cope  with  the  intricate  problems  which  con- 
tinually confront  the  physician.  He  taught 
school  for  one  year,  but  has  made  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  his  real  life  work,  and  is 
to-day  a  well-informed  physician,  who  has 
attained  creditable  success  in  his  chosen 
field  of  endeavor. 

In  1895  Dr.  Hodges  was  united  in  marri- 
age to  Miss  Eva  B.  Armstrong,  a  daughter 
of  Oilbert  and  Emma  E.  Armstrong.  She 
was  bom  in  Armada  township  June  12,  1876, 
her  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  having 
been  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  local- 
ity. He  died  in  1879  and  his  widow  has 
since  become  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Aldrich,  who 
is  a  dealer  in  hay  and  produce  in  Armada. 
Mrs.  Hodges  obtained  her  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Armada.  She  belongs  to 
the  Congregational  church  and  to  the  Order 
of  Eastern  Star.  Dr.  Hodges  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Harmony  lodge,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and 
is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic  chapter 
at  Romeo  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  of 
Arninda,  with  the  Maccabees,  the  Foresters 
and  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  yet  a  young  man,  but  has  attained  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  in  his  profession  that 
many  an  older  practitioner  might  well  envy, 
and  he  is  popular  socially  as  well. 


JUDSON  S.  CARLETON. 

Judson  S,  Carleton,  who  follows  farming 
on  section  36,  Washington  township,  was 
bom  May  4,  1848,  in  the  township  where 
he  still  resides.  His  father,  John  Carleton, 
came  west  to  Michigan  when  a  young  man 
and  opened  up  the  farm  where  the  son  now 
resides.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  de- 
voted to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
he  passed  away  in  March,  1875.  His  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  this  county,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Minerva  Preston  and  was 
bom  in  Monroe  county.  New  York,  August 
22,  1822.  Eollowmg  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  she  was  married  again.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  two  children,  the  brother  of  oiir 
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subject  being  Rantsford  Carleton,  of  Oak- 
land county,  Michigan. 

Judson  S.  Carleton  was  reared  to  man- 
hood npoii  the  home  farm,  working  in  the 
fields  when  not  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
the  schoolroom,  and  rendering  valuable  as- 
sistance in  the  labor  of  tilling  the  soil  and 
caring  for  the  crops.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm  and  eventually  he  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  home  place  and 
cared  for  his  mother  during  her  declining 
years.  He  has  added  to  and  repaired  the 
house  and  has  kept  everything  about  his 
place  in  good  condition.  He  raises  Guern- 
sey cattle  and  Shropshire  sheep  as  well  as 
various  cereals,  and  the  products  of  his  farm 
— both  grain  and  stock — command  a  good 
market  price.  He  is  energetic  and  resolute 
in  business,  straightforward  in  all  transac- 
tions, and  is  meeting  with  a  fair  measure 
of  success  in  the  operation  of  his  land,  which 
comprises  fifty  acres  on  section  36,  "Wash- 
ington township. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1876,  in  Shelby 
township,  Mr.  Carleton  was  married  to  Miss 
Jfarion  Tucker,  who  was  born  in  Vermont 
but  spent  her  girlhood  days  in  Macomb 
county.  She  died  December  1,  1904,  leaving 
a  daughter,  Mabel,  who  was  bom  January 
25,  1890,  and  is  at  home,  studying  music. 
They  lost  an  infant  son.  Mr.  Carleton  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  is  wife  was  also  a  member,  and  his 
political  views  accord  with  the  principles  of 
the  republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  district  school  board,  also  a  member  of 
the  grange,  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  progressive  agriculture,  while  in  his 
business  career  he  has  demonstrated  the 
power  of  enterprise,  determination  and  land- 
able  ambition. 


MA.J()R  ALONZO  MERRILL  KEELEB. 

Major  Alonzo  Merrill  Keeler,  whose  fel- 
low townsmen  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  high 
commendation,  knowing  that  his  life  has 
ever  been  an  exemplification  of  sterling 
traits  of  character,  was  born  in  "Washington, 
Macomb  county,  September  4,  1826.  His 
father,  John  Keeler,  was  born  near  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  in  1802,  and  was  a  son 
of  Ezra  Keeler,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
removed  to  Monroe  county.  New  York, 
where  he  followed  farming.  John  Keeler 
was  married  to   Miss  Maria  Fellows,   a  na- 


tive of  Schoharie  county,  New  York.  On 
the  8th  of  June,  1826,  he  arrived  in  Michi- 
gan, settling  on  land  which  he  had  entered 
the  year  previous  at  Washington,  Macomb 
county.  There  he  made  his  home  until  1850, 
engaging  in  general  farming,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Disco,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm.  Several  years  later  he  sold  his 
farm  in  "Washington  and  for  many  years  re- 
mained at  Disco.  Following  his  retirement 
to  private  life  he  resided  in  Richmond.  He 
was  a  public-spirited  and  representative 
citizen  and  served  his  fellow  townsmen  as 
supervisor  and  in  other  local  offices.  His 
children  were :  Alonzo  M. ;  John  Milton, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Henry 
F.,  who  was  born  September  8,  1830,  and  is 
living  in  Montrose,  Colorado;  John  J.,  who 
was  bom  March  16,  1833,  and  died  Octobei' 
15,  1852,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ;  Emma 
A.,  who  was  born  in  December,  1836,  and 
died  in  1892 ;  Ezra,  who  was  bom  January 
7,  1840,  and  is  an  attorney  at  Denver,  Colo- 
rado ;  Maria  M.,  who  was  born  September 
21,  1844,  and  became  the  wife  of  A.  Lemuel 
Kingsbury,  leaving  five  children  at  her 
death,  which  occurred  March  10,  1878;  and 
Martin  C,  who  was  born  November  9,  1848, 
and  died  November  29,  1883. 

Major  Keeler  obtained  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  continued 
his  studies  in  the  academy  at  Rochester, 
Michigan,  where  he  prepared  for  college. 
He  then  entered  Oberlin  College,  in  Ohio, 
but  owing  to  failing  eyesight  caused  by  hard 
study,  he  had  to  abandon  his  college  course 
and,  returning  home,  began  teaching.  He 
taught  for  five  years  at  Disco,  ending  in 
1855,  and  he  then  became  candidate  for 
senator  on  the  democratic  ticket  but  was  de- 
feated. For  a  year  thereafter  he  taught 
school  at  Rochester,  then  at  Disco  for  a 
year,  afterward  at  Utica,  Michigan,  for  two 
years,  and  later  he  returned  to  Utica  as  ii 
teacher.  His  business  interests,  however, 
were  interrupted  by  his  enlistment  as  a 
member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-second 
Itliehigan  Infantry.  He  was  chosen  captain 
of  the  company  under  Colonel  Moses  Wis- 
ner,  ex-governor  of  Michigan,  and  after  be- 
ing mustered  in  at  Pontiac  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1862,  went  to  Cincinnati  on  the  4th 
of  September — the  36th  anniversary  of  his 
birth.  The  regiment  had  no  ammunition, 
but  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  there.  They 
remained  at  Covington,  just  across  the  river 
from  Cincinnati,  until  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber and  then  moved  on  to  Lexington,  where 
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tliL-y  iiiTived  on  the  26th  of  October,  1862. 
In  the  following  February  they  went  twenty 
miles  south  and  then  to  Crab  Orchard,  Ken- 
tucky, experiencing  considerable  trouble 
with  parties  who  stole  the  army  cattle.  Later 
they  went  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  re- 
mained at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  until  the  5th 
of  September,  1863,  guarding  those  places  in 
order  to  keep  transportation  open  that  sup- 
plies might  be  taken  to  the  troops  engaged 
ill  the  Chattanooga  and  Chickamauga  cam- 
jiaigns.  They  arrived  at  Bridgeport  Sep- 
tember 13th.  After  a  week  they  were  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  Chickamauga,  the  regi- 
ment being  under  command  of  Colonel  Heb- 
i^rlee  LeFevre  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Sanborn.  Major  Henry  S.  L>ean  was  left 
at  Nashville,  on  General  William  Granges' 
staff,  and  Mr.  Keeler,  being  the  ranking  cap- 
tain, acted  as  major.  On  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber they  made  a  tour  of  investigation  to  de- 
termine the  movements  of  General  Breeken- 
ridge  and  his  brigade,  but  foiuid  they  were 
going  in  an  opposite  direction,  and  the  Twen- 
ty-second Michigan  returned  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamaixga,  under 
cimunand  of  General  Steadman.  The 
Eighty-ninth  Ohio  and  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  were  joined  to  General  Whit- 
taker's  brigade  and  Colonel  LeFevre  was 
placed  in  command,  while  Colonel  Sanborn 
commanded  the  Twenty-second  Michigan. 
Dxiring  the  battle  he  was  severely  woimded 
and  Major  Keeler  was  placed  in  command, 
occupying  a  position  on  Snod grass  Hill, 
where  a  monument  has  since  been  erected 
by  the  state  of  Jtiehigan  to  the  Twenty- 
second  regiment.  They  went  into  battle  at 
1  p.  m.  and  beiug  ordered  forward  re- 
ceived a  terrible  tire  and  were  frightfully 
cut  up.  FaUiug  back  into  line  they  were 
charged  upon  and  made  charges  in  return, 
keeping  up  this  warfare  imtil  their  anunu- 
nition  was  exhausted.  The  order  eame  to 
hold  the  gi'Ound  at  all  hazards,  with  the 
result  that  they  took  part  in  several  bayonet 
charges,  holding  the  ground  until  dark, 
^vhen  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  the  en- 
emy from  their  own  men.  They  were  sur- 
rounded, the  Twenty-second  Michigan  being 
the  last  to  leave  the  line  of  battle.  Five 
hundred  and  one  men  of  that  command  en- 
tered the  engagement  and  among  those  taken 
prisoners  were  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  men  and  fourteen  officers,  who  were 
marched  to  Tunnel  Hill,  thence  sent  by  train 
to  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  placed  in  Libby 
prison,  September  30,  1863.     Major  Keeler 


remained  there  until  May  17,  18t)4,  when  he 
and  other  soldiers  were  removed  to  Macon, 
Georgia,  where  they  were  incarcerated  until 
July  27,  1864.  Six  hundred  Union  officers 
were  placed  under  fire  of  Federal  guns  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  the  major  being 
among  this  number.  He  remained  at 
Charleston  until  October  5,  when  owing  to 
a  yellow  fever  plague  the  guards  refused 
to  remain  longer  and  they  were  removed  to 
the  country,  remaining  in  the  open  camp 
until  December  12,  1864.  They  were  then 
taken  back  to  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
where  they  remained  until  February  14, 
1865,  when,  owing  to  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  army,  they  were  removed 
to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  were  then 
sent  through  the  lines  at  Wilmington  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1865,  and  paroled.  Major 
Keeler  and  others  were  then  taken  to  An- 
napolis, where  they  were  granted  a  leave 
of  absence  and  he  returned  home  on  a  thirty 
days'  furlough.  He  was  exchanged  May  6, 
1865,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month 
joined  his  regiment  at  Chattanooga,  while 
on  the  26th  of  June  he  was  mustered  out, 
with  the  rank  of  major,  receiving  two  bre- 
vets for  meritorious  service. 

Major  Keeler  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  in  Jliehigan  and  in  1865  was  appointed 
collector  of  internal  revenue  for  his  dis- 
trict. He  held  the  oflfiee  for  a  year  and  then 
refused  to  support  President  Johnson's  pol- 
icy of  reconstruction.  He  next  taught  school 
for  a  year,  after  which  he  became  register 
of  deeds,  in  1868,  and,  following  his  elec- 
tion, removed  to  Mount  Clemens.  During 
his  term  of  service  he  made  an  abstract  of 
titles,  this  beiug  the  first  work  of  the  kind 
done  in  the  county.  In  1870  he  was  de- 
feated, but  in  1872  was  again  elected, 
serving  until  January  1,  1875.  The  vote 
was  contested,  but  the  major  won.  On  the 
1st  of  April,  1875,  he  removed  to  Richmond 
and  in  1876  he  began  teaching  in  Armada, 
where  he  waa  identified  with  educational 
work  for  nine  years.  He  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  the  first  president  of  the  village  coun- 
cil of  Richmond,  and  is  now  the  county 
agent  of  the  state  board  of  corrections  and 
charities.  He  has  also  taken  a  deep  and 
helpful  interest  in  public  affairs  and  for 
twenty-five  years  has  served  on  the  school 
board. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1849,  Major 
Keeler  was  married  to  Lucy  Ann  Church, 
a   native   of    Chittenden    county,   Vermont, 
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aud  a  (laughter  of  Chauncey  and  Laura 
(Martin)  Church,  the  former  also  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  state.  The  grand- 
father, Asa  Church,  was  a  native  of  Mans- 
field, Connecticut,  born  in  1756,  and  repre- 
sented an  old  colonial  family.  He  married 
Julia  Humphrey,  who  was  bom  in  Winches- 
ter, New  Hampshire,  in  1772.  Chauncey 
Church  became  a  resident  of  Michigan.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  have  been  born  the 
following  named;  A.  Martin,  who  is  now 
in  the  roofing  business  in  Mount  Clemens; 
Flora  L,,  the  wife  of  M.  B.  Little,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  John  C,  also  of  that  city;  Ezra 
Bruce,  a  physician,  of  Detroit,  Michigan; 
Ella  B.,  the  wife  of  Charles  P.  Wheeler,  of 
Richmond;  and  Henry  A.,  who  is  living  on 
the  home  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeler  have 
celebrated  their  fifty-fifth  wedding  anni- 
versary and  both  are  enjoying  excellent 
health.  He  is  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  county.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  serving  as  commander  for  several 
years  of  H.  C.  Beek  Post.  The  life  record 
of  Major  Keeler  is  one  which  will  bear  the 
closest  scrutiny  and  investigation,  for 
whether  in  a  public  or  private  relation,  in 
civic  or  military  service,  he  has  always  been 
found  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
and  enjoys  in  high  degree  the  friendship  of 
his  fellowmen. 


WHjLIAM  D.  BEGUOW. 

William  D.  Begrow,  who  is  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Macomb  county,  having 
been  actively  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Meade  for  twenty  years,  was  born  in  Wal- 
denburg,  this  county,  November  27,  1858. 
His  father,  David  Begrow,  was  a  native  of 
Prussia,  in  which  country  he  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  and  when  a  young  man  he  sought 
a  home  in  the  new  world,  locating  first  in 
the  Empire  state.  He  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Christina  Steinbring,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. On  leaving  New  York  Mr.  Begrow 
came  westward  to  Michigan  and  east  in  his 
lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, making  his  home  in  Waldenburg.  He 
was  a  mechanic  by  trade  and  opened  a  shop, 
carrying  on  a  blacksmithing  and  repairing 
business.  At  a  later  day,  however,  he  re- 
moved to  the  farm  upon  which  he  reared  his 


family.  His  death  occurred  about  1898,  liis 
wife  surviving  him  for  some  time. 

William  D.  Begrow  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  this  county  and  is  indebted  to  the 
public  school  system  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  grown,  and  then  engaged 
in  business  in  Meade,  purchasing  a  general 
store.  He  has  added  to  the  stock  from  year 
to  year  until  he  now  has  a  large  and  well- 
equipped  store,  carrying  an  extensive  line 
of  general  merchandise.  He  later  established 
a  furniture  store  just  across  the  street,  this 
being  in  1899.  He  has  a  cold  storage  for 
butter  and  eggs  and  handles  a  considerable 
amount  of  farm  products.  His  business  in- 
terests are  capably  and  carefully  conducted 
and  his  precision  and  enterprise  have  been 
salient  features  of  his  success.  In  addition 
to  his  mercantile  interests  he  has  served  as 
postmaster  for  a  number  of  years,  having 
first  been  appointed  to  the  office  in  1884. 

Mr.  Begrow  was  married  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  in  1889,  to  Miss  Delia  Moyers, 
who  was  born  in  Romeo,  Michigan,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Memphis.  Her  par- 
ents were  George  and  Caroline  Moyers.  The 
father  is  now  deceased,  but  the  mother  re- 
sides with  Mrs.  Begrow.  Unto  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren :  "W.  Earl,  P.  Mae  and  Harold  M.  The 
family  home  is  an  attractive  residence, 
which  is  situated  just  across  the  street  from 
the  store.  The  house  is  surrounded  by  a 
well-kept  lawn,  ornamented  with  pine,  cedar 
and  other  shade  trees.  Beautiful  ffowers 
also  lend  color  to  the  scene  and  the  place 
is  one  of  the  attractive  residences  of  Meade. 

Politically  Mr.  Begrow  is  a  republican, 
iinfaltering  in  his  allegiance  to  the  part,y, 
though  without  political  aspiration  for  him- 
self. He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  at  Mount  Clemens  and  to  the  I.  0. 
F.,  a  fraternal  insurance  organization.  He 
is  a  man  of  good  business  capacity,  neglect- 
ing no  detail  of  his  mercantile  enterprise. 
careful,  prudent  and  reliable.  His  trade  is 
now  extensive  and  he  enjoys  the  good  will 
and  confidence  of  a  large  patronage. 


RANSOM  FRANKLIN  ODION. 

Ransom  Franklin  Odion,  many  years  u 
resident  of  Macomb  county,  born  in  Beth- 
any, Genesee  county.  New  York,  in  1834, 
the  fourth  child  of  Ebenezer  and  Lucretia 
(Fillmore)  Odion.     The  family  emigrated  to 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


433 


llk'liifiKii  lati;r  finil  took  up  their  abode  on 
a  farm  in  Bichmotid  township,  Macomb 
county.  Mr.  Odion  married  Emma  Hall,  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Hall,  an  early  pioneer. 
A  natural  inclination  led  him  into  the  study 
of  architecture  and  building.  Moving  to 
Romeo  in  1868,  Mr,  Odion  entered  upon  ac- 
tive duty  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  many 
substantial  and  comfortable  dwellings  of  his 
design  adorn  the  beautiful  village.  He  often 
expresses  that  "fire  seems  not  willing  to  de- 
stroy my  labor,"  The  handsome  home  of 
M.  I.  Brabb,  the  Alden  Giddings  residence 
and  those  known  as  the  Charles  Tackels,  C, 
M.  Taekels,  J,  N,  Mellen  residences  and  the 
Farnum  mansion  in  Abnont  are  among  Mr. 
Odion's  efforts  in  the  years  of  his  toil.  In 
1877  he  entered  upon  the  contract  for  erect- 
ing the  First  Congregational  church,  the 
handsome  and  commodious  gothic  edifice  on 
Main  street,  completing  the  work  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Eomeo, 

Domestic  in  taste,  with  a  natural  liking 
for  gardening,  in  later  years  he  has  devoted 
some  time  to  the  study  of  agriculture  and 
pomology.  Mr.  Odion  has  ever  diligently 
I'cad  of  public  affairs  and  enjoys  the  com- 
panionship of  studious  people.  A  trip  to 
Colorado  and  one  to  California  following  his 
active  mechanical  career  gives  him  a  wide 
range  for  meditation  and  study,  never  tir- 
ing of  relating  his  experiences  on  the  early 
trip  over  the  mountain  roads  to  Leadville. 

Mr.  Odion  has  two  living  children:  Will 
B.,  of  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  a  newspaper  man ; 
and  Fred  Newell  Odion,  of  Chicago. 


PRKSTON  M.  BENTLEY. 

Preston  M,  Bentley,  who  is  extensively  en- 
fraged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
owning  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Ray  township,  and  forty  acres  in 
Shelby  township,  and  who  also  operates  an 
adjoining  farm,  has  for  more  than  half  a 
century  been  a  resident  of  Michigan.  He 
was  born  in  Ontario  county.  New  York,  near 
the  city  of  Rochester,  September  1,  1851, 
representing  one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
state.  His  grandfather,  Preston  Bentley, 
Sr,,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  state, 
where  he  was  reared  and  married.  His  son. 
Perry  M,  Bentley,  was  born  in  New  York 
m  1819  and  there  wedded  Miss  Mary  Reed, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ontario  county.  He  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  for  a  few  years  at 
Aliens  Hill,   New   York,   and   two   children 


were  born  unto  them  during  their  residence 
there.  In  1852  Mr.  Bentley  brought  his 
family  to  Michigan-,  making  a  permanent  lo- 
cation in  Macomb  county.  He  bought  land 
in  Macomb  township,  where  his  son,  Pres- 
ton M.  Bentley,  now  resides,  and  there  he 
cleared  and  cultivated  eighty  acres  of  land, 
to  which  tract  he  afterward  added  by  pur- 
chase until  he  owned  three  hundred  acres 
and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  community.  His  business  in- 
terests were  always  conducted  with  justice 
and  fairness  and  in  the  legitimate  channels 
of  trade  he  won  his  competence.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  old  homestead  in  February, 
1898,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  July,  1893. 
In  their  family  were  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  who  reached  adult  age,  of  whom 
three  are  living:  Preston  M.;  Ada  and 
Carrie,  of  Romeo.  One  brother.  Prank  R., 
was  married  and  located  in  this  county,  but 
afterward  removed  to  Muskegon,  Michigan, 
where  he  lived  imtil  he  met  death  by  acci- 
dent, January  7,  1904. 

Preston  M.  Bentley  was  reared  in  Ma- 
comb county  and  in  his  school  days  also  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  gain- 
ing the  practical  experience  which  later  en- 
abled him  to  take  charge  of  the  farm  and 
care  for  his  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
He  was  married  in  Macomb  township,  in 
1869,  to  Miss  Mary  A,  Longstaff,  a  native 
of  the  same  township  and  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Longstaff,  one  of  the  early  settlera 
of  Jlichigan,  who  came  here  from  England. 
In  the  family  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Bentley  are 
live  children :  Bertha,  the  wife  of  George 
Wears,  of  Davis,  Michigan;  Mamie,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Gass,  a  farmer,  of  Eay  town- 
ship :  Lou,  Docia  and  Richard,  at  home. 
The  family  have  a  pleasant  home  on  section 
6,  Macomb  township,  and  in  addition  to 
operating  his  own  place,  Mr.  Bentley  culti- 
vates his  sister's  land,  which  adjoins  his 
own  place.  He  has  just  completed  a  large 
barn,  one  of  the  best  in  Eay  township,  and 
in  addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  raises 
considerable  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
shorthorn  Durham  cattle  and  high-grade 
Merino  and  Shropshire  sheep,  which  he 
feeds  and  fattens  for  the  market.  He  also 
sells  a  large  number  of  hogs  and  cattle  each 
year  and  his  stoek-dealing  interests  are  a 
profitable  source  of  investment. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bentley  is  a  republican,  but 
has  never  sought  nor  cared  for  office.  He  be- 
long to  the  Maccabees  and  the  Gleaners,  fra- 
ternal insurance  orders.     He  is  interested  in 
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all  miittei's  of  progressive  citizenship  and  his 
eo-operation  can  be  counted  upon  to  further 
any  movement  for  general  advancement  in 
the  county  where  he  has  lived  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  He  takes  great  pride  in  what 
has  been  accomplished  here,  and  may  well 
be  numbered  among  the  pioneers  whose  la- 
bors have  been  simultaneously  profitable  to 
themselves  find  beneficial  to  the  county. 


FEANZ  C.  KUHN. 


Among  Jlount  Clemens'  business  and  pro- 
fessional men  none  are  more  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  best  interests  of  the 
city  and  state  than  Franz  C  Kuhn,  who  for 
thirty-one  years  has  made  his  home  in  Ma- 
comb county.  Throughout  this  period  he  has 
been  known  for  his  sterling  qualities,  his 
fearless  loyalty  to  his  honest  convictions,  his 
sturdy  opposition  to  misrule  in  municipal, 
state  and  national  affairs,  and  his  clear-head- 
edness, discretion  and  tact  as  manager  and 
leader.  His  career  at  the  bar  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  honor  and  he  has  given  some 
of  the  best  efforts  of  his  life  to  the  purifica- 
tion and  elevation  of  the  city  and  county 
government  through  his  service  as  prosecut- 
ing attorney.  He  is  now  probate  judge  of 
his  county  and  a  recognized  factor  in  repub- 
lican circles  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Kuhn  was  born  in  the  city  of  Detroit, 
February  8,  1872,  a  son  of  John  Kuhn,  who 
removed  to  Mount  Clemens  during  the  early 
boyhood  of  Franz  and  became  a  dry-goods 
merchant  of  the  latter  city.  Franz  C.  Kuhn 
attended  the  public  schools  until  he  had 
completed  the  high  school  course  by  gradu- 
ation in  June,  1889,  and  in  the  succeeding 
auturan  he  matriculated  in  the  literary  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan.  As 
a  young  man  he  was  greatly  interested  in 
outdoor  sports  and  was  one  of  those  promi- 
nent in  the  organization  of  the  Mount  Clem- 
■  ens  Light  Infantry,  During  his  senior  year 
as  a  student  in  the  literary  department  of  the 
university  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law, 
and  after  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  in  1893,  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment and  in  1894  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Law  was  conferred  upon  him.  At  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Phi  Delta  Phi  fraternity ;  was  business  man- 
ager of  the  "Castalian,"  published  by  the 
' '  '93  lits.  Independents ' ' ;  and  assistant 
business  manager  of  "To-Wit,"  published  by 
the  "  '94  laws." 


It  was  while  attending  the  university  that 
Mr,  Kuhn  entered  upon  his  pohtical  career. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Na- 
tional League  of  College  Republican  Clubs 
there  and  was  a  delegate  from  the  University 
of  Michigan  to  the  fifth  annual  convention 
of  the  Republican  League  of  the  United 
States,  held  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1892.  It  was  at  Buffalo,  m  1892,  that 
he  met  the  late  President  McKinley  for  tlie 
first  time.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
third  annual  convention  of  the  American  Re- 
publican College  League,  held  in  Syracuse, 
New  York,  April  6,  1894.  That  year  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Theodore  Cos,  of 
New  York,  department  chairman  of  the 
league  for  the  states  of  Michigan  and  Ohio. 
Notwithstanding  his  political  labors,  Mr. 
Kuhn  was  a  diligent  student  while  attending 
the  university  and  completed  his  college 
work  with  much  credit.  He  was  also  prom- 
inent in  social  circles  in  Ann  Arbor  and 
made  friendships  which  have  continued 
through  ail  the  intervening  years.  His  sub- 
sequent political  career  in  Michigan  has 
been  largely  brought  about  by  his  labors  for 
the  cause  of  repubhcanism  at  the  universitj' 
and  the  friendships  and  acquaintances  tie 
made  while  there. 

On  leaving  the  university  Mr.  Kuhn  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Detroit, 
opening  an  office  in  the  Home  Bank  build- 
ing. In  the  fall  of  that  year  (1S94)  he  was 
nominated  by  the  republicans  of  Macomb 
county  for  the  office  of  circuit  court  com- 
missioner. That  was  the  year  of  the  great 
republican  landslide  and  the  entire  republi- 
can ticket  was  elected.  He  was  a  Pingree 
man  when  the  Detroit  mayor  aspired  to  the 
governor's  chair  and  was  among  those  who 
were  instrumental  in  getting  Macomb  coun- 
ty's delegation  for  him. 

Mr.  Kuhn  was  nominated  for  prosecuting 
attorney  at  Utiea,  September  26,  1898,  and 
was  elected  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety-one.  He  was  nominated  for  a  second 
term  September  25,  1900,  and  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1902,  came  bis  third  nomination 
for  that  office,  to  which  he  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
over  B.  S.  Wright.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
ease  tried  during  his  inemnbency  was  the 
famous  Bliss  murder  ease.  Young  Bliss  shot 
his  father,  June  24,  1901,  and  was  arrested. 
He  told  several  stories,  but  finally  said  that 
the  affair  was  a  suicide  on  the  part  of  his 
father.  It  was  a  hard  fought  case  and  one 
based  largely  on  circumstantial  evidence,  re- 
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suiting  in  the  convictiini  of  miiriier  in  the 
second  degree,  for  which  Bliss  was  sentenced 
for  life  to  the  Jackson  pentitentiary. 

In  March,  1900,  Hal  II.  Smith,  then  presi- 
dent of  the  Republican  State  League  of 
Michigan,  appointed  Mr.  Kuhn  a  member  of 
the  advisory  council  of  the  league  for  the 
seventh  district.  This  appointment  marked 
the  beginning  of  his  rapid  rise  in  state  poli- 
tics, lie  was  a  delegate  to  every  state  con- 
vention from  that  time  on  and  was  looked 
upon  as  one  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the 
party.  On  the  2d  of  February,  1901,  he  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Republican  State 
League  of  Michigan,  and  was  elected  its  vice 
president  the  following  year.  In  January, 
1902,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  judicial  convention  held  at  Grand 
Rapids,  September  25,  1902,  Mr.  Kuhn  led 
the  Maeomb  delegation  in  favor  of  the  en- 
dorsement of  General  R.  A.  Alger  for  United 
States  senator.  A  resolution  was  presented 
to  the  convention  to  that  effect  and  adopted. 
On  February  10,  1903,  at  Grand  Rapids,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  Republican 
State  League  of  Michigan.  Before  he  would 
accept  this  position  he  declared  he  could 
not  think  of  accepting  it  unless  the  platform 
adopted  by  the  league  favored  a  primary 
election  law,.  During  all  the  time  that  he 
was  an  officer  of  the  league  that  organization 
fought  gallantly  to  obtain  the  passage  of  this 
primary  law.  "When  he  was  vice  president, 
in  company  with  President  Fenton  and 
others  of  the  primary  election  committee  of 
the  league,  he  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee in  the  legislature  and  argued  in  its  favor. 
ITie  meetings  of  the  advisory  council  dis- 
cussed little  else  but  primary  reform  and  a 
fund  was  established  and  literature  and 
speakers  furnished  to  spread  the  doctrine  of 
purer  politics. 

In  August,  1903,  Mr.  Kuhn  was  offered  the 
position  of  special  counsel  of  the  bureau  of 
corporations  in  Washington,  but  declined 
the  offer.  In  the  spring  of  1904  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  he  went  to 
Jackson  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  republiean  party. 
The  judicial  convention,  nominating  three 
judges  for  the  bench,  was  held  in  Saginaw, 
September  8,  1904,  and  Mr.  Kuhn  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  Mr.  Blair,  for  whom  he 
secured  the  support  of  his  county.  On  the 
12th  of  September,  1904,  at  Warren,  he  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  office  of 
judge  of  probate  and  was  elected  by  a  ma- 


jority of  three  hundred  and  forty  over  Seth 
W.  Knight.  In  1905  he  was  tendered  the 
position  of  reading  clerk  in  the  United 
States  senate,  offered  by  Senator  Alger,  but 
he  declined  the  honor,  giving  as  his  reason 
that  he  preferred  to  remain  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
to  which  he  had  been  recently  elected  by  his 
many  friends  in  Maeomb  county. 

Judge  Kuhn  is  a  member  of  many  frater- 
nal organizations  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is 
at  present  president  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Club  and  secretary  of  the  Mount  Clemens 
Hotel  and  Bath  House  Association.  For 
several  years  he  was  chancellor  commander 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  building 
up  of  this  lodge  was  greatly  due  to  his  en- 
ergy. Not  free  from  the  attack  to  which  all 
men  of  political  prominence  are  subject, 
3Ir.  Kuhn  nevertheless  has  the  respect  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people  of  his  state  even 
though  they  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  and  ■ 
while  never  swerving  in  the  slightest  degree 
from  a  position  which  he  believes  to  be  right, 
he  is  never  abusive  in  his  treatment  of  an 
opponent  and  the  consensus  of  public  opinion 
ranks  htm  with  the  men  of  strong  and  hon- 
orable purpose  who  are  working  for  purity 
and  principles  in  politics 


HERMAN  J.  SLATING. 

Herman  J.  Slating  stands  for  progress  in 
all  departments  of  agricultural,  life  and  in 
community  interests  as  well,  and  is  now  ac- 
tively engaged  in  general  farming  on  sec- 
tion 8,  Lenox  township.  The  old  Slating 
homestead  on  section  7  is  the  place  of  his 
birth,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  his  parents  being  Charles  and  Hen- 
rietta (Knust)  Slating,  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  born  in  Mechlenberg,  Ger- 
many, in  1828,  and  came  to  Macomb  county 
in  1864,  settling  in  Lenox  township,  where  he 
purchased  the  Chapoton  farm.  Clearing  the 
land  he  made  all  of  the  improvements  upon 
the  place  and  in  the  early  days  experienced 
the  usual  trials  and  difficulties  which  fall  to 
the  lot  of  the  frontier  settler  who  plants  his 
home  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  He  still 
caiiies  on  general  faimmg  and  since  estab 
lishmg  hiB  home  in  this  township  he  has 
added  to  his  original  possessions  becoming 
^^ner  of  the  homesteid  upon  iihich  the 
son  Herman  now  resides  He  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church  of  Omo  and 
is  well  known  as  a  respected  and  worthy 
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citizen  of  his  community.  In  his  family 
were  throe  children :  Louise,  uow  the  wife 
of  Robert  Baumgartner ;  Herman  J. ;  and 
Edward,  who  is  married  and  is  living  with 
his  father. 

Herman  J.  Slating  is  indebted  to  the  dis- 
trict school  system  of  his  native  eonnty  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  labor  and  remained  upon 
the  farm  with  his  father  until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm  upon  wliieh  he  now  resides  and  upon 
which  he  has  made  nearly  all  of  the  im- 
provements. The  place  is  well  drained  and 
the  land  is  rich  and  productive.  He  erected 
a  handsome  residence  and  also  a  bam  in 
1898.  He  is  now  accounted  one  of  the  pros- 
perous agriculturists  of  his  community,  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  and  care  of  the  stock,  and  everything 
about  his  place  is  in  keeping  with  the  ideas 
of  modern  progress  and  improvement. 

In  September,  1898,  Mr.  Slating  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Florence  Jlay  Peters,  a  daugh- 
ter of  August  and  Dora  (Hartway)  Peters, 
of  Lenox  township.  Her  father  is  a  native 
of  Germany  and  became  a  resident  of  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  in  1859,  accompanying  his 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new 
world.  He  first  settled  in  Wayne  county 
h,nd  in  1890  removed  to  Lenox  township, 
where  he  now  resides,  having  stiU  at  home 
another  daughter,  Emma  B.,  and  son,  Arthur 
Clark.  The  latter  is  a  concrete  worker.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slating  has  been  bom  one 
child^ — Beulah  Jlay  Bell,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 3,  1903.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  German  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Omo  and  are  well  known  in  the  locality 
where  they  reside,  having  many  warm 
friends  who   esteem  them  highly. 


WILLIAM   II.   WELCH. 

WiUiam  II.  Welch  is  an  active,  enterprising 
business  man,  now  largely  engaged  in  buying, 
feeding  and  shipping  stock,  to  which  busi- 
ness he  has  devoted  his  energies  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century.  He  was  born  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  15,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  Welch,  who  was  bOm  April  14,  1822, 
in  Mountain  township,  Lower  Canada,  and 
was  there  reared  and  married.  The  lady  of 
his  choice  was  Miss  Mary  Mclntc«h,  who  was 
bom  June  10,  1824,  and  was  of  Seoteh-Irish 
parentage.  Following  their  marriage  Mr. 
Welcli  secured  a  farm  in  Ontario,  where  he 


carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  then  removed  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  St.  Clair  county  about  1860,  while 
in  1865  he  came  to  Macomb  county.  Here 
he  purchased  land,  owning  and  operating  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Washington 
township.  For  a  number  of  years  he  success- 
fully carried  on  farming,  but  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  honorable  re- 
tirement from  further  labor  in  Romeo,  dying 
there  May  7,  1899.  His  wife  survives  him 
and  lives  in  Romeo,  In  the  family  were  seven 
children,  two  sons  and  five  daughters:  Sol- 
omon, who  owns  and  operates  a  farm; 
Hannali,  the  wife  of  Lyman  Hall,  of  Wash- 
ington township;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Nelson 
Hill,  of  Lansing,  Michigan-.  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  John  Hall,  of  North  Branch  town- 
ship; Nancy,  the  wife  of  William  Haines,  <if 
Toledo,  Oregon ;  and  Linda,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Casey  of  Romeo. 

WiUiam  II.  Welch,  the  other  member  of 
the  family,  eauJC  to  Michigan  when  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  and  was  reared  in  Marion  coun- 
ty. He  came  to  Macomb  county  in  1865,  but 
largely  aetiuired  his  education  in  Marion 
county.  He  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm  and  assisted  him  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  when  lie  resolved  to  establish 
a  home  of  his  own  and  engage  in  active  busi- 
ness ventures.  Therefore,  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, 1876,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jennie  C.  Murray,  a  native  of  Canada, 
M'ho  was  reared  in  this  county.  They  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Washing- 
ton township,  where  they  remained  for  a  year 
and  then  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich- 
igan, where  they  resided  for  one  year.  On  tlie 
expiration  of  that  period  Mr.  Welch  returned 
to  his  farm,  owning  a  tract  of  eighty-five 
acres  of  land,  and  in  Addition  to  the  ciilti- 
vation  of  the  fields  he  has  raised  and  fed 
stock.  His  business  affairs  have  been  care- 
fully conducted  and  his  labor  has  been  a 
strong  elesnent  in  his  success,  while  his  dili- 
gence and  keen  sagacity  have  also  figured  in 
his  prosperity.  He  moved  to  Romeo  in  Octo- 
ber, 1904,  when  he  purchased  residence  prop- 
erty,  where  he  is  now  living. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  have  been  born 
four  children:  Linnie  L.,  Wilhelmina,  Harry 
A.  and  William  Hazen,  all  under  the  par- 
ental roof.  Politically  Mr.  Welch  is  a  .'stal- 
wart republican,  but  without  political  aspi- 
rations for  himself.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  at  Romeo,  where  he  has 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  and  also  became 
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a  Knight  Teinpliir  Mason.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  Mount  Clemens  Council,  E.  &  S.  M.,  and 
to  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Detroit,  and  with  his 
wife  and  two  daughters  is  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  like- 
wise members  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Mac- 
cabees. Mr,  Welch  is  well  known  in  Mount 
Clemens  and  Macomb  county,  for  his  business 
relations  have  brought  him  in  contact  with 
many  representatives  of  the  farming  commu- 
nity and  also  a  large  number  of  other  citizens 
here.  He  stands  high  in  public  regard  and  in 
matters  of  citizenship  it  is  known  that  he  may 
always  be  found  upon  the  side  of  progress 
and  improvement. 


JACOB  r.  OOODELL. 

Jacob  P.  GoodeU,  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  the  village  of  Armada,  was  bom  in  Da- 
rien,  sixteen  miles  from  Buffalo,  New  York, 
in  December,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Nabbie  (Smith)  Goodell.  The  former  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1836,  settling  in  Bay  township,  Maeomb 
county.  He  purchased  land  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy  began  the  development  of  a 
good  home  for  his  family.  He  died  December 
5,  1902,  having  attained  a  ripe  old  age.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1873.  They  brought  with 
them  to  this  country  four  children.  In  their 
family  were  five  sons,  as  follows:  Shubel, 
who  died  in  Richmond,  but  his  widow  is  now 
living  in  Armada;  John  W.,  who  married  and 
left  one  child,  the  mother  also  being  de- 
ceased ;  Josiah  R.,  a  farmer  who  resides  in 
Tuscola,  near  Fostoria,  Michigan,  and  has 
one  son  and  one  daughter;  Jacob  P.,  of  this 
review;  and  Lyman,  who  is  living  in  David- 
son, east  of  Flint,  Michigan,  where  he  fol- 
lows farming.  He  has  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter.  He  served  in  tlie  Civil 
war  as  wagonmaster  in  the  Eighth  Michigan 
Cavalry. 

Jacob  P.  Goodell  began  his  education  in  a 
log  schoolhouse,  sitting  on  slab  seats.  The 
students  who  were  large  enough  to  write  had 
boards  placed  in  front  of  them  to  serve  as 
desks.  Later  Mr.  Goodell  attended  a  school 
held  in  a  frame  building,  but  his  educational 
privileges  were  somewhat  limited,  although 
experience,  observation  and  reading  have 
added  largely  to  his  knowledge.  In  early 
manhood  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
for  seven  or  eight  years  and  then  put  aside 
his  tools  in  order  to  shoulder  the  rifle  and 
become  a  defender  of  the  f^nion  cause     He 


enlisted  on  the  1st  of  November,  1862,  in  the 
Eighth  Jliehigan  Cavalry,  as  a  private,  and 
was  mustered  out  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1863,  in  order  that  he  might  accept  a  promo- 
tion, and  on  the  6th  of  June,  1864,  was  com- 
missioned second  lieutenant  in  Company  H, 
Eighth  Slichigan  Cavalry.  On  the  21st  of  the 
same  month  he  was  appointed  to  the  rank  of 
flrst  lieutenant  and  when  the  war  was  over 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  being  mus- 
tered out  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  July  20,  1865. 
He  participated  altogether  in  fifty-two  skir- 
mishes and  battles  and  traveled  twelve  thou- 
sand miles  during  that  time.  For  fifteen  days 
he  was  within  the  Confederate  lines,  but 
eventually  made  his  escape.  His  brother  was 
iijso  captured,  but  he  bought  the  sergeant  off 
and  got  back  to  the  Union  lines. 

Jacob  P.  Goodell  was  married  in  January, 
1862,  to  Miss  Hannah  Lee,  a  daughter  of  "Wil- 
liam Lee,  who  was  a  resident  of  Ray  town- 
ship. There  were  two  children  of  this  mar- 
riage, Theda  and  Flora.  The  former  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Shoemaker,  a  farmer  residing 
at  Perry,  Michigan,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren. Flora  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Chubb,  a 
merchant  of  Berville,  Michigan,  In  1883  Mr. 
Goodell  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  first  wife.  He  has  since  married  Mrs, 
Hannah  (Fulton)  BisseU  and  they  have  one 
son,  John,  who  is  now  eighteen  years  of  age. 
By  her  first  husband  she  had  one  son,  Edwin 
BisseU,  who  is  employed  in  the  CadUlae  Auto- 
mobile Works,  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  who 
is  married  and  has  a  daughter.  .Mrs.  Goodell 
was  born  at  Port  Elusa,  eleven  miles  from  Ni- 
agara Falls,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Margaret  (Devereaux)  Fulton,  Her 
father  was  a  captain  on  the  lakes  and  was 
said  to  be  without  a  superior  in  the  voca- 
tion which  he  chose  as  a  life  work.  He  died 
in  1889,  while  his  wife  passed  away  July  26, 
1887,  JMrs.  Goodell  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Chatham  and  Chicago,  and  also  in 
St.  Catherines,  Canada. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Goodell  is  a  dem- 
ocrat, having  supported  the  party  since 
attaining  his  majority.  He  has  been  a  Mason 
for  fifty-one  years,  having  joined  Macomb 
lodge  more  than  a  half  century  ago.  He  now 
belongs  to  Harmony  lodge.  No.  43,  A.  F,  & 
A.  M.,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
his  wife  with  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
and  of  the  latter  she  is  junior  vice  command- 
er. She  likewise  belongs  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church.     Both  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Goodell 
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have  the  high  esteem  of  many  friends  and 
enjoy  the  favorable  regard  of  all  who  know 
them.  They  now  reside  in  the  village  of  Ar- 
mada, where  they  have  a  nice  home,  and  he 
still  owns  his  farm,  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  business  career, 
for  having  started  out  in  life  without  capital 
he  is  now  in  possession  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. From  the  time  of  his  return  from 
the  army  until  a  very  recent  date  he  contin- 
uously and  actively  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  and  his  enterprise  and  labor  have 
proved  the  foundation  upon  which  he  builded 
his  prosperity.  When  he  became  a  resident 
of  this  locality  the  land  was  all  covered  with 
timber  and  only  one  man  in  ail  this  part  of 
the  county  owned  horses.  Pioneer  conditions 
everywhere  existed  and  the  evidences  of  fron- 
tier life  were  seen  in  all  homes,  but  as  the 
years  have  advanced  gi'eat  changes  have  been 
wrought  and  the  transformation  has  made  Ma- 
comb county  one  of  the  most  highly  imiJrovec! 
in  all  this  great  commonwealth. 


HENRY  BENNETT. 


Ileury  Bennett,  accounted  one  of  the  enter- 
prising business  men  of  Washington,  who  for 
a  number  of  years  has  been  active  in  public 
life  as  well  as  in  private  business  interests,  is 
now  serving  as  township  treasurer,  a  position 
which  he  has. occupied  for  the  past  four  years. 
He  was  born  in  Macomb  county,  June  31, 
1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Luther  Bennett,  a  native 
of  JIassachusetts,  in  which  state  the  father 
was  reared.  He  was  a  mechanic  and  black- 
smith by  trade  and  in  the  year  1830  he  came 
to  the  west,  settling  in  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  established  a  blacksmith 
and  repair  shop,  this  being  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  Washington.  He  carried  on  business 
for  a  number  of  years  and  afterward  bought 
and  operated  a  small  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  his  blaeksmithing. 
His  last  days  were  passed  in  this  county  and 
through  a  long  period  his  upright  life  com- 
mended him  to  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  His  early 
political  support  was  given  to  the  whig  party 
and  he  afterward  supported  the  republican 
party.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number 
of  years  and  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
almost  ninety-five.  She  was  born  in  Rut- 
land, Vermont,  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  removed  with  her  parents  to  New  York 
state,  where  she  married  Luther  Bennett.  In 
their  family  were  two  sons  and  five  daughters. 


who  reached  mature  years,  iiiiiucly:  roily, 
who  was  married  and  lived  in  this  county 
but  is  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Rhoda  Green,  a 
widow,  living  in  the  village  of  Washington: 
Charles,  who  is  retired  and  divides  his  tiniu 
between  Detroit  and  Washington,  Michigan : 
Henry,  of  this  review,  and  Jane  L.,  who  re- 
sides upon  the  old  homestead. 

Henry  Bennett  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  is  indebted  to  the  schools  of  Wasli- 
ington  for  the  early  educational  privileges  lie 
enjoyed.  He  afterward  attended  a  select 
school  taught  by  Professor  Keeler  at  Disco. 
In  his  youth  he  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade  with  his  father  and  he  and  his  brother 
Charles  carried  on  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  lo  tlie 
manufacture  of  fanning  mills,  in  whieli  busi- 
ness he  continued  for  some  years,  m-  until 
about  1868.  Later  he  engaged  in  farming;', 
owning  a  fruit  farm  near  the  town,  on  whkh 
he  has  a  large  and  fine  orchard,  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  in  the  eoimty.  ITu  raises^ 
various  kinds  of  fruits  upon  his  plaw  and  liis 
perseverance,  combined  with  his  iintii'ini;  en- 
ergy and  strong  determination,  enable  liiiu  to 
meet  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  married  lirst  near  Roches- 
ter in  aionroe  county,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Hannah  D.  Carman,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  died  in  Macomb  county,  Aliehigau.  iii 
1864,  leaving  one  son.  Carman  L.  Bennett,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  township.  Jlr.  Bennett 
was  again  married  in  the  Empire  state,  bis  sec- 
ond union,  however,  occnrring  in  Orleans 
county,  in  1868,  at  which  date  Susan  L.  Cor- 
bin  became  his  wife.  She,  too,  was  born  and 
reared  in  New  York.  They  have  a  daughtei-, 
Ella  L.  Bennett,  now  Mrs.  II.  A.  Criffin,  of 
Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  Bennett  proudly  cast  his  first  baUot  fo)- 
the  candidates  of  the  whig  party  and  contin- 
ued one  of  its  supporters  until  its  dissolution, 
when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  republi- 
can party,  which  he  has  since  supported.  lie 
was  elected  and  served  as  township  treasurer 
and  by  reason  of  re-election  is  now  filling  the 
position  for  the  second  term.  He  has  also 
been  collector  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
various  conventions.  He  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  political  questions  and  issues  of  tlie 
day  and  is  recognized  as  a  party  leader  in  his 
community.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  th.- 
XIniversalist  church  and  Mr.  Bennett  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membei-ship 
in  Macomb  lodge.  No.  64,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  served  as  master  for  eighteen  years 
and  is  now  past  master.    He  has  also  been  its 
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rL'pi-i.'seiit!iti\e  to  tlic  grand  lodge  for  eighteen 
years,  lie  likewise  belongs  to  Komeo  cliapter 
and  comiiiandery  and  is  not  only  a  Knight 
Templar  Slason  but  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Detroit  Temple  of  the  Jlystie  Shrine.  He 
served  for  one  year  as  high  priest  of  the  chap- 
ter and  his  opinions  are  thoroughly  in  accord 
with  the  teachings  and  tenets  of  the  craft. 

He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  early  settlers 
of  the  coiuity.  He  has  resided  in  the  village 
of  Washington  for  Reventy-foiir  years,  cover- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  has  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance  in  the  county,  where  he 
is  known  as  a  man  of  tnist  and  responsibility. 
He  has  lived  an  exemplary  life  and  haB  been 
a  useful  and  public-spirited  citizen.  Pew  men 
have  longer  resided  within  the  borders  of  this 
county  than  has  Mr.  Bennett  and  he  is  well 
informed  concerning  its  history,  while  in  pub- 
lie  affaii«  he  has  aided  in  molding  and  shaping 
the  destiny  and  purpose  of  the  county. 

GEORCE  G.  ROBERSON.  JI.  U. 

Br.  (jeorge  G.  Roberaon,  now  the  oldest 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  XJtica,  was  born 
January  2(i,  1855,  in  Moimt  Clemens,  and  is 
a  son  (tf  Jacob  and  Emal.ine  (Charter)  Rober- 
son.  the  former  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and 
the  latter  of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York. 
Both  were  of  Scotch  lineage,  their  ancestors 
having  eome  from  the  land  of  the  hills  and 
the  heather  to  America.  When  a  young  man 
Jacob  Robei-sou  moved  to  Mount  Clemens, 
Michigan,  He  had  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  New  Jersey  and  had  there 
learned  the  miller's  trade,  which  he  followed 
until  liiw  ileiith.  He  began  the  milling  busi- 
ness in  rtiea  in  1858  and  was  identified  in 
tliiit  inainier  with  industrial  interests  until 
he  departed  this  life  in  1874.  His  plant  was 
called  the  Canal  Mills  and  is  still  operated 
by  water  power.  His  widow  survives  him 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  George, 
who  is  the  eldest  in  the  family  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  but  one  of  the  sons  died 
in  Mount  Clemens  in  his  boyhood  days.  The 
daughter.  Jennie,  is  the  wife  of  D.  Ij.  Strong, 
a  jeweler  of  Flint,  Michigan,  and  they  have 
a  daughter  twenty  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Roberson  continued  his  education  in 
the  TTtica  high  school  and  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor,  IMichigan,  where  he 
spent  one  year.  He  afterward  devoted  two 
years  to  study  in  the  Detroit  Medical  CoV'^ge 
and  for  one  year  was  a  student  in  the  ni- 
versity  of  Berlin,  in  GerjnHny,  being  ah  oad 
in  1893.     He  completed  his  course  in  tl-    Dc-i 


troit  Jledieal  College  in  the  class  oi  1877 
juid  entered  upon  practice  at  Norris,  now 
North  Deti-oit,  but  remained  there  for  only  a 
few  months,  after  which  be  came  to  Utica, 
where  she  has  since  lived,  being  now  the  oldest 
practitioner  here.  He  has  much  consultation 
work  and  jiractices  in  the  surrounding  towns 
and  country  as  well  as  in  Utica.  Abuost 
from  the  beginning  of  his  residence  here  his 
business  has  been  of  profitable  proportions 
and  his  labors  have  proven  of  much  benefit 
to  those  in  need  of  professional  services  in 
his  line.  He  is  now  examining  physician  for 
the  Maccabees,  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Michigan  Ijife  Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  Providence  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  Savings  Life  Assurance  Com- 
pany. He  belongs  to  the  Macomb  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Northeast  District  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  Jlichigan  State  Medical 
Society ;  and  the  prominence  accorded  him  by 
the  jnedical  fraternity  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  held  ofifice  in  each  of  these. 
He  is  also  a  meaiber  of  the  board  of  pen- 
sion examiners  and  he  maintains  an  office  at 
his  residence  and  at  his  store,  for  in  connec- 
tion with  his  medical  practice  here  be  is  pro- 
prietor of  a  drug  and  grocery  store  in  Utica, 
Dr.  Roberson  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss 
Clara  Fames,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Lester)  Eames,  the  former  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Jlr. 
Fames  was  of  English  lineage,  while  the  Les- 
ters  came  from  Ireland.  Mrs.  Roberson  was 
educated  in  Utica  and  in  the  high  school  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  for  two  years  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  sons : 
William  B.,  bom  February  21,  1881.  was 
graduated  from  the  Utica  high  school,  the 
Detroit  high  school  and  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  is  now  editor  of  the  Association 
Jeweler,  Edgar  J,  Roberson,  born  November 
26,  1882,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Utica  high 
school  and  Gutchess  Business  College  of  De- 
troit and  is  a  stenographer,  being  now  em- 
plo.yed  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  establish- 
ment in  Choteau,  Montana.  At  one  time  he 
was  private  secretary  for  Senator  Gibson  of 
Great  Falls,  Montana,  and  during  that  period 
was  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dr.  Roberson  has  always  been  a  stanch  re- 
publican, and  he  belongs  to  the  Maccabees, 
the  Foresters  and  the  Masonic  lodges,  being 
inaster  of  the  last  named.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  connected  with  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  in  which  his  wife  is  worthy 
latron.  and  his  affiliation  with  the  craft  cov- 
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ers  11  qiiarttir  of  a  century.  Th(;y  are  both 
widely  known  here  and  the  circle  of  their 
friends  is  almost  co-extensive  with  the  circle 
of  their  acquaintance.  Dr  Roberson  stands 
high  socially  and  professionally  and  with 
full  realization  of  the  responsibility  that  de- 
volves upon  him  has  Itept  in  touch  with  the 
progress  of  the  medical  fraternity  and  thus 
contiuuiilly  promotos  his  efficiency. 


JjUther  c.  bates. 

Lutlier  C  Bates,  carrying  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  was  bom  in  1855  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Lenox  town- 
ship, his  parents  being  Daniel  and  Almira 
(Dryer)  Bates.  The  father,  the  second  of 
the  twelve  children  of  Ezra  and  Margaret 
Bates,  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in 
1825  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Maeomb 
county  in  1835,  the  family  home  being  estab- 
lished in  Chesterfield  township.  When  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  and 
during  the  fifteen  years  which  he  devoted  to 
that  profession  he  was  a  teacher  in  the  Bates, 
Atwood  and  New  Haven  schools.  In  the  early 
708  he  was  appointed  school  inspector,  after 
whieh  he  gave  up  teaching  and  returned  to 
his  farm,  which  he  had  purchased  in  1855, 
known  as  the  Crandall  farm  in  Lenos  town- 
ship, and  on  which  his  son  Luther  is  now 
living.  He  cleared  the  land,  making  all  the 
improvements  thereon,  and  soon  a  well  de- 
veloped property  was  the  visible  evidence  of 
his  life  of  thrift  and  diligence.  In  commu- 
nity affairs  he  was  interested  and  active  and 
he  served  as  supervisor  of  Lenox  township 
for  eight  or  ten  years.  The  mother,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Cleora  Dryer,  was  born  in 
1830  and  died  in  1866,  leaving  two  children, 
Luther  C.  and  Florence  K.  (now  Mrs.  Pierson, 
of  Hadley,  Michigan).  For  his  second  wife 
the  father  chose  Miss  .Tennette  Haskin,  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Mary  Ilaakin  of  Ma- 
eomb township.  He  died  September  17,  1901, 
leaving  a  widow,  who  is  now  living  on  a  part 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  the  son  and  daugh- 
ter of  the  first  marriage. 

Luther  C.  Bates  was  a  student  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  in  his  boyhood  days  and  remained 
on  the  home  farm  in  his  youth,  taking  full 
charge  of  it  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
and  continuing  its  operation  to  the  present 
time.  He  carries  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  and  the  fields  are  now  highly  culti- 
vated,  while   u\    their   midst    are   substantial 


buildings  and  in  the  pastures  are  good  grades 
of  stock. 

In  September,  1880,  Mr.  Bates  married  Miss 
Margaret  Buckindail,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Sarah  Buckindail,  of  Richmond  town- 
ship, who  were  natives  of  Canada  and  eame 
to  Macomb  county  about  1864,  settling  in 
Richmond  township,  where  they  spent  their 
remaining  days,  the  father  dying  in  Jlarch, 
1898,  while  his  wife  passed  awaj'  in  Slarcb, 
1875.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children : 
Mrs.  Emily  Haar,  of  Lenox;  Mrs.  Bates;  Jo- 
seph Henry  and  Michael,  of  Richmond ;  Mr^. 
Adeline  Haar,  of  Richmond;  Mrs.  Phoeba 
Jackiiian,  of  Harbor  Springs,  Michigan;  Mrs. 
Charles  Nowlin,  of  Tuscola,  Michigan:  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Peffers,  of  Harbor  Beach,  ilufon 
county. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bates  has  been 
blessed  with  two  daughters,  Nellie  and  Clava, 
who  are  with  their  parents  on  the  home  farm, 
which  is  a  well-kept  property,  indicative  in 
its  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  careful 
supervision  of  a  painstaking  and  progressiva 
owner. 


JOHN  .MriKAY. 

John  McKay,  whi)  ha.s  been  identified  with 
the  development  of  the  himber  industiy  of 
Jlichigan  and  is  now  devoting  his  energies  to 
general  agricultural  pni'suife.  on  section  'i2. 
Richmond  township,  Wiis  bom  on  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  June  14.  1839.  a  son  of  Donald 
and  Hughina  McKay,  natives  of  the  high- 
lands of  Scotland.  The  father  was  born  in 
Sutherlandshire  in  IBO'.i  and  in  1815  went  to 
Prince  Edward  Island,  where  he  lived  until 
1848,  when  he  removed  to  Kent  county,  near 
Chatham,  Ontario,  Canada.  There  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  1861,  when  he 
sold  his  property  there  and  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, purchasing,  in  partnership  with  his  son 
John,  a  farm  in  filacomb  county,  atnl  lived 
in  Mem]»his.  There  he  made  his  home  lui- 
til  1881,  when  he  sold  out  and  resided  with 
his  son  in  Richmond  township  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pr«*byterian 
church  and  for  many  years  served  as  one  of 
its  eldera.  After  coming  to  Michigan,  as 
there  was  no  church  organization  of  his  de- 
nomination in  his  locality,  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational church,  of  which  he  was  an  ac- 
tive member  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  in  Au- 
gust, 1882.  His  wife  passed  away  a  year 
later,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Of  their 
family  of  nine  children  five  are  still  living: 
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CiillKTitU',  till'  wifti  of  Richard  Hall,  of  Lon- 
don.  Ontario;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Hall,  also  of  London;  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Peake,  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee ;  Jane, 
the  wife  of  William  Weatherby.  of  Ionia, 
Michigan ;  and  John.  One  son,  Kenneth,  en- 
hsted  in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  saw 
some  hard  service.  He  was  wonnded  and  ta- 
ken prisoner  at  Bnzzard's  Roost  and  sent  to 
AndersonviUe,  where  he  lingered  in  poor 
health  for  six  months  and  then  answered  the 
last  bngle  call,  his  remains  being  interred  out- 
side the  prison  walls,  his  life  being  thns  given 
a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

John  JIcKay  began  his  education  in  the 
scliools  of  Prince  Edward  Island  and  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  Chatham,  Ontario,  to 
which  place  he  removed  with  his  parents  in 
1848.  At  that  time  he  had  to  pay  a  school 
rate,  for  the  public  school  system  had  not 
been  inatigurated.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Michigan  in  1861  and  with  his  lather  pur- 
chased a  house  in  Memphis,  carrying  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  teaming 
until  1880,  when  that  property  was  sold  and 
John  JleKay  purchased  the  Dixon  farm  from 
S.  Stone  in  Richmond  township,  which  is  his 
pr^eut  home.  He  has  since  made  many  im- 
provements, has  remodeled  the  house  and  has 
erected  nearly  all  the  other  farm  buildings  on 
the  place.  He  has  also  brought  his  land  up 
to  a  high  state  of  productiveness  and  the  fields 
now  return  to  him  good  harvests,  making  his 
annual  income  a  gratifying  one. 

For  two  years  Mr.  McKay  was  foreman  of 
the  Au  Sable  Boom  &  Rafting  Log  Company, 
of  which  John  Stanley,  of  St.  Clair  county, 
was  superintendent.  In  1873  he  began  lumber- 
ing iji  the  winter  months  in  the  position  of 
foreman  in  the  camp  of  W.  B.  Stewart  and 
afterward  for  John  P.,  William  and  James 
Sanburn,  of  Port  Huron.  He  continued  that 
work  until  1879,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Robert  Stewart,  of  Memphis,  eon* 
tracting  to  get  out  so  many  feet  of  hunber 
each  winter.  The  most  of  their  work  was 
done  in  Bay  county,  Michigan,  and  for  three 
consecutive  winters  they  got  out  six  million 
feet  of  timber.  In  1882  Mr.  McKay  withdrew 
from  the  partnership  and  began  contracting 
on  his  own  account,  lumbering  for  William 
Jenkinson,  of  Port  Huron;  McGraw,  of  Bay 
City;  McCIure  &  Company,  of  Saginaw; 
Westover,  of  Bay  City;  and  J.  L.  Wood,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  whom  he  contracted  to 
get  out  five  million  feet  of  timber  in  the  win- 
ter of  1886.     When  that  contract  was  com- 


pleted he  gave  up  lumbering  and  returned  to 
the  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his 
nndivided  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  McKay  was  married  June  25,  1874,  to 
Miss  Mary  Weatherby,  a  daughter  of  Leviah 
and  Mary  S.  Weatherby,  of  Dunville,  On- 
tario, whose  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Ireland,  respectively.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kay had  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  liv- 
ing: John  W.,  who  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  Port  Huron  division  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad  as  an  operator  and  also  in  Detroit, 
is  at  present  fireman  on  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road, living  at  Decatur,  Illinois  Donald 
Scott  is  connected  with  elcLtrical  business  ui 
Chicago;  Dallas  Richard  is  a  stenographer  of 
the  same  city ;  and  Kenneth  Hugh  is  at  home 
with  his  father.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
March  19,  1904. 

In  his  political  views  Mr,  McKay  is  an  earn- 
est republican  and  his  first  vote  in  the  United 
States  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1864. 
He  is  a  member  of  Armada  lodge.  No.  143, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Masons  in  Richmond  township,  having  been 
identified  with  the  craft  since  1865,  while  in 
his  life  he  has  been  true  to  its  teachings  and 
tenets.  In  his  business  career  he  has  been 
watchful  of  opportunities,  quick  to  master 
an  intricate  situation  and  his  labors,  discern- 
ingly directed  in  the  channels  of  trade,  have 
been  the  resultant  factors  in  his  success. 


SAMUEL  D.  GRANT. 

Samuel  D,  Grant,  who  is  connected  with 
the  grain  trade  in  Richmond,  was  bom  in 
Richmond  township,  Macomb  county,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1865.  His  father,  Duncan  Grant, 
was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  as  was  his 
father,  Alexander  Grant,  while  the  latter 's 
father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  Canada,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  Alexander  Grant  was  the  first  of 
the  name  to  come  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
St.  Clair  county  in  1846,  and  there  he  en- 
gaged in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  devoting  his 
active  business  life  to  that  work.  His  son, 
Duncan  Grant,  having  been  reared  in  St.  Clair 
county,  removed  to  Macomb  county  about 
1860  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Richmond 
township,  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
Lenox  and  a  mile  east  of  his  present  home. 
He  married  Ai^netta  Closs,  who  was  bom  in 
Richmond  township,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  two  are 
living. 
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s  mil  1  D  (.laiit  the  thud  m  oidei  of 
biith  spent  his  bojhood  da-vs  on  the  home 
stead  and  was  educated  m  the  district  schools 
He  worked  in  the  fields  thiough  the  months 
of  sittnmei  ind  continued  to  a^ist  m  the 
cultivation  of  his  father  s  farm  until  1890 
when  he  removed  to  Richmond  and  accepted 
a  position  with  Mi  Acker  m  the  haj  and 
giam  business  and  when  the  business  inter 
ests  m  that  line  in  Richmond  weie  eonsoli 
dated  \[r  (  lant  becamt,  superintendent  of  the 
Lle\ators  ind  w alehouses — i  position  which 
necessitates  his  Ttsitiu^  the  various  plants 
of  the  new  company  He  also  buj&  haj  and 
^lam  and  has  become  one  o±  the  best  Imown 
repiesLntati\es  of  the  tnde  m  eastern  Michi 
gan  During  his  siiperintendencj  the  busi 
ness.  has  been  meieased  bv  the  addition  of 
twelve  01  moie  ele\ators  and  warehouses  He 
IS  hi^hh  sp(keii  of  b>  the  compmj  which 
hL  leprcsents  and  is  found  reliable  and  trust 
woith>   m  all  business  lelations 

Mr.  Urant  was  married,  m  July,  1901,  to 
Miss  Ella  Brewer,  of  St.  Clair  county,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Brewer,  an  old  and  re- 
spected resident  of  that  county,  who  served 
in  the  Civil  war.  They  mate  their  home  in 
Richmond  and  enjoy  the  warm-hearted  hos- 
pitality which  is  extended  to  them  by  their 
many  friends  here.  Mr.  Grant  is  enterprising 
and  progressive  and  his  advancement  to  his 
present  position  of  trust  and  responsibility  has 
come  in  recognition  of  his  capable  and  faith- 
ful service. 


HUGH  SUTHERLAND. 

Hugh  Sutherland,  deceased,  who  was  num- 
bered among  the  brave  soldiers  that  Macomb 
county  furnished  to  the  Union  cause  and  who 
for  many  years  was  a  respected  citizen  and 
successful  fanner  of  Chesterfield  township, 
was  born  in  Canada,  August  29,  1839.  His 
parents,  Alexander  and  Helen  Sutherland, 
had  emigrated  from  Glasgow.  Scotland,  to 
Canada,  the  year  previous  and  in  1855  they 
came  to  Macomb  county,  settling  in  Chester- 
field township.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children  and  the  father  died  when  his  son 
Hugh  was  fifteen  years  of  age, 

Hugh  Sutherland  acquired  his  education  in 
district  schools  in  Canada  and  this  county 
and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  after 
the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he 
gave  evidence  of  a  patriotic  spirit  by  enlist- 
ing in  1861,  iis  a  member  of  Company  I,  Ninth 


Michij^an  Intintu  undei  <'aptain  William 
Jennj  His  company  was  in  an  engagement 
at  lyree  Sprrngs  and  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  aecnnnt  of  disability  in  1863.  Al- 
though he  I  t  I  1  1  f  w  engagements  he 
went  OIL  111  xrches.    The  regi- 

iiuiit  w  I  I  Vimy  of  the  Cum- 

bciland  I  III  II  service,  guarding 
the  liiu  ft         I    irii     t  HI 

Aftei  bting  mustered  out  Mr.  Sutherland 
returned  t  >  his  home  and  on  the  30th  of 
April  lSb4  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
HrI  s  a  daughtet  of  James  L  and  Mnrv 
Hills  niti\es  of  New  Jeisey  and  New  Yoik 
1  Lspecti'v  elj  Becoming  pioneer  settleis  n± 
"Macomb  counts  thev  located  in  1856  on  ioit^ 
acus  of  land  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Ches 
terheld  township  where  thev  remained  until 
1875  when  the\  became  lesidents  of  Plain 
wtU  MiLhigm  where  Mr  Hieks  filled  tht 
officL  of  marshal  for  a  number  of  yeais  Hi 
died  there  in  1897  aged  eightj  two  vears  and 
his  wife  passed  away  just  nineteen  hours  later, 
so  that  they  were  buried  in  tlie  same  grave. 
There  were  thirteen  children  in  their  family, 
of  whom  six  were  left  to  monrn  their  loss,  Mrs. 
Sutherland  being  the  eldest.  The  others  are : 
Mrs,  Barrenger  and  Mrs,  W.  D.'  Minor,  of 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  Mrs.  Lockwood,  of 
Saginaw,  this  state ;  and  Mrs.  J.  Chapman  and 
Joseph  Hicks,  of  Plainwell.  One  son,  Byron 
Hieks,  gave  his  life  for  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  entered  the  array  at  the  open- 
ing of  hostilities  and  after  serving  three  years 
re-enlisted,  being  starved  to  death  in  Belle 
Isle  prison  in  August,  1866.  Thirty-eight 
years  ago  the  verses  at  the  close  of  this  sketch 
W'Cre  written  and  sent  to  his  mother. 

In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Hugh  Suther- 
land settled  in  Chesterfield  township,  where 
he  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  but  he 
gave  forty  acres  of  this  in  payment  for  the 
building  of  his  house  and  on  the  remaining 
forty  acres  he  lived  until  1878.  In  the  mean- 
time he  made  extensive  improvements,  placing 
the  land  in  a  highly  productive  condition.  He 
then  sold  to  Frank  Seiffert  and  bought  eighty 
acres  on  the  Telegraph  road,  of  which  sixty 
acres  was  covered  with  dense  timber  and  a 
small  house  was  the  only  improvement  in  the 
way  of  buildings.  For  the  firet  five  years  he 
did  little  fanning,  devoting  his  attention  to 
the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the  land,  cutting 
the  timber  into  logs,  bolts  and  cordwood, 
which  he  hauled  to  New  Baltimore  and  Mount 
Clemens,  some  days  using  eleven  or  twelve 
teams  in  this  way.  He  then  entered  upon  an 
effort  to  get  a  county  ditch  through  his  farm 
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and  spent  two  years  fighting  the  case  in  the 
courts  but  was  finally  successful  and  thus 
obtained  an  outlet  for  his  farm  drainage.  In 
1879  he  built  a  bam  and  in  1884  a  second 
one.  In  1888  he  erected  his  house  and  after 
getting  his  land  in  shape  for  cultivation  he 
began  raising  wheat,  hay  and  corn.  His 
health  failing  in  1889  he  bought  a  house  and 
lot  in  New  Haven,  to  which  he  removed,  leav- 
iiiji;  his  farm  in  charge  of  his  son  William. 
Aftei'  nine  years  spent  in  town  he  returned  to 
the  farm  that  he  and  his  wife  might  aid  in 
earing  for  the  children  of  his  son  William, 
their  mother  having  just  passed  away.  They 
remained  there  for  a  year  and  then  went  to 
New  Baltimore,  where  Mr.  Sutherland  re- 
mained until  his  death,  July  1,  1902.  His  im- 
paired health  was  undoubtedly  largely  caused 
by  the  hardships  which  he  endured  for  fifteen 
years  while  working  in  the  lumber  woods,  biit 
in  his  later  years  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life  that  come  through  the  pos- 
session of  a  competence  that  he  had  gained 
through  his  persistent  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutherland  were  bom 
five  children,  but  Frederick  is  deceased.  The 
others  are  William  H.  and  Byron  J.,  who  are 
mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  work; 
Charles  C. ;  and  Jemiie  L.,  the  wife  of  Prank 
L.  Bacon,  of  New  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Sutherland  was  a  stanch  republican, 
deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party. 
Tie  belonged  to  John.  Stockton  post.  No.  380, 
G.  A.  R.,  aftd  was  a  faithful  and  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  chnrch.  His  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Oakwood  cemetery  in 
New  Baltimore  and  his  death  was  the  occasion 
of  sincere  and  mdespread  regret,  for  he  was  a 
man  of  genuine  worth,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  because  of  his  loyalty  in  citizenship, 
his  trustworthiness  in  business  and  his  fidelity 
in  friendship.  He  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  was  an  earnest  Christian  man. 

STARVED  IK  A  SOUTITEKN  PRISON. 


IN  MEMOKY  (. 


iVbtON   IIICKR. 


He  died  not  on  the  battle  field, 

Amid  the  battle  hum, 
He  died  not  where  the  cheering  shout 

Proclaimed  a  victory  won. 

He  died  not  where  the  starry  fiag, 
He  bravely  fought  to  save, 

In  future  triumph  proudly  fioats 
O'er  many  a  hero's  grave. 


0 '  better  had  lie  met  his  doom. 

'ilid  fire  and  smoke  and  shell; 
Than  in  a  southern  prison 's  gloom. 

To  breath  his  last  farewell. 

But  (Jod  who  rules  above  the  sky 

And  o'er  the  s<ms  of  men, 
Ix)oked  down  and  heard  the  prisoner's  sigh, 

Aiid  brought  relief  again. 

Then  to  his  angels  quickly  said, 
"(Jo  bring  the  snft^^erer  home. 
My  martyred  one,  wlio  fought  and  bled 
For  thee,  for  thee  1  come. 

"No  more  to  fnce  the  cannon  mouth. 

Thy  duty  it  shall  be, 
Far  from  thy  gloomy  prison  wall, 

I  come  to  set  thee  free." 

And  0 !  we  trust  that  He  who  once 

Through  the  dark  valley  trod. 
Met,  and  received  yotir  dying  boy. 

And  bore  him  home  to  God. 

That  in  the  soldier's  mutual  strife 

Ere  sight  and  sense  grew  dim. 
The  Savior  heard  his  dying  prayer. 

And  God  remembered  him. 

But  0 !  to  die  in  a  strange  land, 

No  loving  eye  to  weep, 
No  dear  friend  there  to  mark  the  spot 

Where  Byron  now  must  sleep. 

No  vision  of  a  mother's  form, 

His  dying  eye  to  bless. 
No  sister  with  affection  warm 

To  give  her  last  caress. 

But  then  we  know  in  God's  great  book 

An  awful  record  stands. 
Of  thousands  of  these  murdered  ones 

Starved  in  southern  lands, 

And  when  the  Lord  in  judgment 

Sits  on  His  great  white  throne. 
At  whose  hand  will  he  require, 

'L'he  shed  blood  of  his  own ! 

— Mrs.  Frances  Avekt. 


JOHN  F.  HAGAMAN. 

John  P.  Hagaman,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stflck-breeder,  residing  on  section  7,  Bruce 
township,  is  proprietor  of  the  Spring  Lake 
stock  farm,  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  best 
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improved  farms  in  Macomb  county.  A  native 
of  Germany  he  was  born  near  the  town  of 
Deboron,  in  the  province  of  Meeklenburg- 
Schweriii,  Jtily  2,  1845.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  J.  and  Anna  (Harten)  Hagaman.  His 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  bom  and 
lived  near  Deboron  until  he  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  had  two  brothers  and  one 
sister.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Harten,  a  large  landholder  who  lived 
and  died  near  the  city  of  Rostock.  He  was 
also  a  large  breeder  of  dairy  cattle  and  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  dairy.  Mrs.  Hagaman 
was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children.  In  the 
spring  of  1851  John  J.  Hagaman  decided  to 
emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  with  his 
family  took  passage  at  Hamburg  on  a  sailing 
vessel.  They  were  on  the  ocean  seven  weeks 
and  three  days,  arriving  in  New  York  August 
7.  They  came  directly  to  Detroit,  where  a 
few  days  after  tlie  arrival  of  the  family  in 
that  city  &Ir.  Hagaman,  his  wife  and  one 
daughter  were  stricken  with  cholera  and  all 
three  died  in  one  night,  the  only  survivors 
of  the  family  at  the  present  time  being  the 
subject  of  our  slieteh  and  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Louisa  Elwell,  of  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 

In  that  county,  living  with  his  sister,  John 
P.  Hagamau  grew  to  manhood.  In  August, 
1865,  he  came  to  Macomb  county  and  was 
married  Julj'  19,  1868,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Pow- 
ell, who  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bruce,  Ma- 
comb county,  June  21,  1844.  They  have  had 
four  sons:  A. Powell, born  September  24,1869; 
Carl.  February  27,  1875,  who  died  in  infancy; 
J.  Bert,  October  7,  1876;  and  Howard  A., 
December  27,  1884.  A.  Powell  is  very  much 
interested  in  sheep  and  is  in  partnership  with 
his  father  in  breeding  registered  Oxford 
Down  sheep,  of  which  he  has  sole  charge.  He 
also  has  a  large  flock  of  registered  Angora 
goats.  This  is  comparatively  a  new  industry 
in  Jliehigan.  As  he  has  selected  the  founda- 
tion of  his  flock  from  the  very  best  breeders 
in  the  west  he  has  some  very  choice  animals 
of  this  breed.  J.  Bert  was  married  June  6, 
1900,  to  Miss  Blanche  Butler,  daughter  of 
WiUiam  and  Mary  (Simon)  Butler,  of  North 
Branch,  Michigan,  He  lives  in  North  Branch 
and  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  farm  im- 
plement business.  Howard  A.,  the  youngest 
son,  is  at  home.  He  has  an  interest  in  the 
stock,  assists  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  cat- 
tle and  is  a  breeder  of  pure-bred  poultry. 

Abram  T.  Powell,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Haga- 
man, was  born  in  Springfield,  Otsego  county, 
Xeiv  York,  December  23,  1803.     He  was  one 


of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Macomb  county,  as 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1825  and  located  in 
Washington  township  in  1826.  He  was  mar- 
ried August  24,  1834,  to  Sarah  A.  Field,  who 
was  bom  in  East  Guilford,  New  Haven  coun- 
ty, Connecticut,  September  6,  1812.  In  1835 
Mr.  Powell  purchased  a  farm  in  Bruee  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1873.  Mrs.  PoweU  died  in  1900. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagaman  began  their  domes- 
tic life  on  a  portion  of  the  Powell  homestead, 
and  Mr.  Hagaman  has  added  to  this  by  pui'- 
chase  until  the  farm  now  contains  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  the  best  farming 
land.  In  1869  Mr.  Hagaman  began  the  breed- 
ing of  shorthorn  cattle,  which  he  has  made 
the  chief  industry  of  the  farm.  He  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  largest  breeders  of  this  stocli 
in  eastern  Michigan  at  the  present  time.  Ilis 
herd  consists  of  forty  head  of  choice  breed- 
ing stock,  with  Lord  Roberts,  an  imported 
bull,  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  Mr,  Hagaman 
has  never  failed  in  winning  a  goodly  share 
of  prizes  when  exhibiting  shorthorns  at  tlie 
fairs.  In  the  World's  Fair  dairy  demonstra- 
tion at  St.  Louis,  in  1904,  he  had  two  cows 
with  their  calves,  and  both  cows  won  prizes, 
one  standing  fifth  in  the  test  of  fifty  of  the 
best  dual-purpose  shorthorn  cows  which  could 
be  procured  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
As  a  breeder  and  stock-dealer  Mr.  Hagaman 
is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  he  stands 
high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  who 
appreciate  his  sterling  worth  and  many  ex- 
cellent traits  of  character.  By  his  ballot  he 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the  repubii- 
can  party,  but  has  never  wished  for  office, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  extensive  biisiness  interests. 


CAPTAIN  HIRAM  BARROWS. 

Captain  Hiram  Barrows,  son  of  Captain 
David  and  Ruth  (Bullock)  Barrows,  Iwth  o£ 
Massachusetts,  was  bom  in  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  October  11,  1824.  Mr,  Barrows 
came  to  Macomb  county  in  1848  and  settled 
on  section  3,  Ray  township,  which  place  hi' 
improved  and  occupied  until  1866. 

On  September  15,  1846,  he  married  Bath- 
sheba  Chandler  Hathaway,  who  was  born  at 
Bristol,  New  York,  March  20,  1822.  Shewas 
a  teacher  from  early  girlhood  and  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Hathaways  who  settled  in 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1630.  She  was 
a  beautiful  Christian  character,  a  devoted 
wife,  an  unselfish  mtithcr,  loving  friend  and 
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kind  neighbor.  She  was  always  sent  for  in 
any  ease  of  sickness  for  miles  around  lier 
liome.  During  the  period  of  her  husband's 
absence  in  the  army,  she  took  iipon  heiself 
the  heavy  duty  of  superintending  the  farm. 
This,  with  her  constant  anxiety,  enfeebled  a 
delicate  constitution  and  she  only  lived  a 
short  time  after  her  husband's  return  from 
the  army,  dying  of  consumption.  She  gave 
lier  life  for  her  country  as  truly  as  many  a 
soldier  who  died  in  battle. 

She  left  two  sons :  David  Karlan  Barrows, 
horn  November  8,  1850,  and  Hiram  Julius 
Barrows,  bom  April  2,  1858.  David  H.  Har- 
rows entered  his  father's  store  in  1869  and 
i-oiitinued  in  business  with  his  father  until 
Ihe  latter 's  death  and  still  conducts  the  busi- 
ness. After  his  father's  death  he  was  chosen 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Ar- 
mada, which  office  he  still  holds.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  Jime  1,  1897,  and  he 
is  still  serving  the  community  in  that  capa- 
city. In  1870  he  married  Lucy  E.  Tenney, 
a  granddaughter  of  David  Stone,  one  of  the 
uarly  settlers  of  Ray,  Macomb  county.  They 
liad  two  children:  Harlan  Hiram  and  Bes- 
sie Hathaway  Barrows,  Harlan  H.  is  at  this 
time  an  instructor  at  the  University  of  Chica- 
go, in  geology  and  geography.  Bessie  H.  died 
at  her  home  at  Armada  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years,  Jiily  2,  1899.  The  second  son, 
lliraiii  Julius  Barrows,  was  bom  at  Ray,  Ma- 
comb county,  on  April  2, 1858.  He  also  entered 
liis  father's  store  and  continued  in  the  busi- 
ness until  a  short  time  before  his  father's 
deatli.  In  1892  he  bought  the  Armada.  Graphic 
and  contitmi'd  to  edit  that  paper  until  1904, 
wlien  ju'  re:iK)Vi-<l  to  Obi-rfin,  Ohio.  He  is  stUl 
in  the  priiitiiij>:  hiisiiii's-i.  He  has  held  office  in 
both  towiishii)  and  village.  At  the  death  of  his 
fatliei'  be  took  charge  of  the  Congregational 
Xuiiday-sehool  and  continued  to  serve  as  its 
supei-jiitendent  until  he  removed  to  Oberlin, 
Ohio.  Jiiiu'  -Ml  1881.  be  marned  Harriet 
Eliot  Ajidre\\^^.  daugliter  of  Hon.  Charles  An- 
drews, wlioKi'  fatlu'}',  liev,  Pllinha  Andrews, 
took  uj)  one  Ihou^^and  two  hundred  acres  of 
govei'nnient  land  in  1841.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  Hiram  BaiTows. 

Mr.  Barrows  enlisted  in  Company  A.  Ninth 
Michigan  Regiment  of  Infantry;  was  elected 
by  the  company  second  lieutenant ;  was  made 
first  lieutenant  December  10,  1861;  was 
wounded  in  action  and  taken  prisoner  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  July  13,  1862;  exchanged  August 
27 ;  made  captain  October  13,  1862 ;  mustered 
out  November  16,  1864;  and  returned  home 
in  Brarch,  1865.     The  regiment  was  engaged 


in  twelve  battles,  in  all  but  one  of  which  Cap- 
tain Barrows  was  engaged. 

In  1866  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Ar- 
mada, then  known  as  Burk's  Corners.  In 
that  year  he  purchased  two  tracts  of  land,  one 
on  the  east  side  and  one  on  the  west  side 
of  the  village.  This  land  he  platted  in  lots, 
donating  all  the  streets  of  the  village.  Jlost 
of  these  lots  were  sold  to  build  homes  on.  He 
arranged  it  so  that  the  buyers  could  make 
small  payments.  In  this  way  a  great  many 
home  were  built  in  the  village.  He  was  anxi- 
ous that  they  should  be  attractive  and  for  sev- 
eral years  he  furnished  a  man  and  team  to 
all  who  would  plant  trees  in  front  of  their 
lots.  Perhaps  over  half  of  the  beautiful  ave- 
mies  of  maples  that  adorn  the  village  were 
planted  in  this  way. 

He  was  equally  interested  in  the  moral,  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  development  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  village.  He  always  looked 
after  the  welfare  of  the  young  people  and  the 
hearty  and  earnest  welcome  given  to  them 
at  church  and  Sunday-school  constitute  some 
of  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  many  mid- 
dle aged  pei-sons  to-day  who  spent  their  youth 
in  Armada.  He  was  ever  a  foe  to  all  influ- 
ences that  would  tend  to  lower  the  standard 
of  high  Christian  character.  "When  he  sold 
the  land  to  the  Armada  Agricidture  Society 
to  be  used  as  a  fair  ground  he  had  the  deed 
drawn  so  as  to  forbid  horse-racing  and  all 
sorts  of  gambling  on  the  grounds.  He  was 
always  active  in  the  temperance  cause  and 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money  in  try- 
ing to  suppress  the  traffic.  He  was  an  ardent 
Buppoi-ter  of  good  schools  and  through  his 
efforts,  with  the  co-operation  of  others,  the 
Armada  high  school  soon  ranked  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county.  He  was  twice  elected 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  also  filled  the  office 
of  supervisor  of  the  township.  He  served  as 
postmaster  for  four  terms.  lu  1868  he,  with 
Dr.  Smith  of  Armada,  began  the  erection  of 
the  first  brick  block  in  the  village,  upon  the 
completion  of  which  he  entered  mercantile 
business,  in  which  he  continued  until  his 
death  in  1892.  His  sons  were  both  associated 
with  him  in  business. 

On  April  9,  1868,  Mr.  Barrows  married 
Agnes  Brownlee  Little.  She  was  born  at  Glas- 
ford,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  July  11,  1834. 
The  Brownlees  were  an  old  historic  family  of 
Avondale,  Scotland,  and  were  direct  descend- 
ants of  Thomas  Brownie 3,  the  stanch  cove- 
nanter who  defeated  Lord  Clavers  at  the  fa- 
mous battle  of  Drumclog.  John  Brownlee, 
father  of  3Irs.  Barrows,  came  to  America  for 
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political  reasons  in  1842.  Jlu  settled  iu  i)(. 
troit,  where  he  lived  four  years.  His  health 
having  failed  him,  he  removed  to  Maeomb 
county  in  the  spring  of  1846  and  settled  on 
a  farm  twelve  mil^  north  of  Detroit  on  the 
Gratiot  road.  There  were  three  children  in 
the  family:  Agnes  Brownlee,  William  Gil- 
more  Brownlee  and  IMargret  Brownlee.  At 
this  time  this  part  of  the  coimty  was  nearly 
an  unbroken  wilderness,  with  neither  church 
nor  school  privileges.  In  1847  two  other 
Scotch  families  came  and  settled  on  land  ad- 
joining them.  Robert  Hopkins,  father  of  the 
celebrated  marine  artist  of  Detroit,  and  Rich- 
ard Common,  the  father  of  a  lai^e  family. 
These  three  families  soon  befian  to  hold  religi- 
oiui  services, held  intheir  iespectivehomes,and 
soon  by  their  united  efforts  established  a 
school,  Mrs.  Barrows  puisned  her  education 
in  Mount  Clemens.  She  commenced  teaching 
before  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  entering 
upon  this  work  in  June  while  her  thirteenth 
birthday  occurred  in  Juh  This  school  was 
near  what  was  then  known  as  the  Big  Blarsh, 
and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  for 
her  to  meet  and  kill  a  rattlesnake  on  hei  way 
to  or  from  school  and  to  go  to  sleep  at  night 
listening  to  the  howling  of  the  wohes  She 
taught  this  school  for  two  seasons  She  con- 
tinued to  teach  and  attend  school  until  No- 
vember 4,  1854,  when  she  married  John  Dim- 
lap  Little,  son  of  Robert  Little,  of  one  of  the 
early  pioneer  families  of  Maeomb  county. 
There  was  one  child,  Marion,  bom  August  20, 
1855.  She  married  Charles  C.  Carter  and 
died  March  22,  1892,  leaving  four  sons, 

William  G.  Brownlee  eanie  with  his  parents 
to  Maeomb  county  in  1846,  when  he  was 
eight  years  old.  lie  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  manhood  in  Macomb  county.  In  1860 
he  married  Mary  Jones,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  county.  In 
1865  he  removed  to  Detroit  and  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  He  was  an  enthusiastic 
and  able  advocate  of  free  trade.  He  was  rec- 
ognized as  a  strong  leader  of  that  element  in 
our  politics  and  contributed  many  tariff  ar- 
ticles to  current  literature  which  attracted 
widespread  attention  and  won  for  him  the  ad- 
miration of  all  advocates  of  that  system.  He 
was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Cobden  Free 
Trade  Club  of  England.  The  Detroit  Jour- 
nal, a  protectionist  paper  at  that  time,  in  an 
editorial  written  just  after  his  death  said: 
"Mr,  Brownlee  inspired  respect  even  among 
those  who  differed  with  his  pronounced  opin- 
ions on  the  subject  of  protection  and  free 
trade.     He  was  sincere,  he  was  courteous,  he 


was  honest — tJiieL  qualities  in  any  champion 
of  am  cause  that  are  sure  to  gain  the  regard 
and  esteem  of  his  antagonist."  He  left  four 
sons  and  one  daughter 

Maigret  the  youngest  member  of  the 
Brownlee  family,  was  bom  in  Erin,  Macomb 
county,  January  19,  1854,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Professor  William  P.  Jewell,  who  has  been 
at  the  head  of  the  Detroit  Business  University 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  She  has 
three  children. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Little,  Mrs.  Bar- 
rows attended  school  and  again  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  She  came  to  Armada  as  a 
teacher  and  was  married  to  Captain  Barrows 
April  9,  1868.  There  was  one  child,  Ruth  B. 
Barrows,  born  December  6,  1869.  She  mar- 
ried Frank  E.  Lathrop  June  20,  1888.  She 
left  one  son,  Laurence  Barrows  Lathrop.  She 
died  June  5,  1892.  Mi's.  Barrows  has  been 
identified  with  the  religious,  literary  and  edu- 
cational interests  of  Armada  ever  since  her 
residence  in  the  village.  She  has  been  presi- 
dent of  several  literary  elulis,  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  a  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day-school for  ever  thirty  years  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.  Her 
family  was  long  identified  with  this  religious 
faith,  her  grandparents  and  parents  being 
members  of  the  old  Scottish  Independents, 
afterwards  known  as  Congregation alists.  She 
has  taken  great  interest  in  helping  to  estab- 
lish a  free  township  library.  She  has  recent- 
ly fitted  up  a  room  for  the  library  which  is 
a  credit  to  the  town.  The  library  contains 
nearly  a  thousand  volumes.  She  lives  in  Ar- 
mada and  well  deserves  mention  in  this  vol- 
ume, not  only  because  of  her  Jiersonal  worth 
hut  also  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
worthy  pioneer  families  of  the  state. 


LAFAYETTE  W.  GIDDINOxS. 

Lafayette  W.  Giddings  is  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  country's  peril  espoused  the  Union 
cause  and  did  his  full  share  in  maintaining 
the  supremacy  of  the  stars  and  stripes.  He 
has  always  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty, his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  June  2,  1830,  while  his  resi- 
dence at  the  present  time  is  on  section  5, 
Macomb  township.  The  family  is  of  Eng- 
lish Imeage  and  was  founded  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1630,  Representatives  of  the 
family  i"  later  generations  removed  to  Con- 
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Decticnt  and  ouv  subjei;t's  great-grandfather 
was  Joshua  Giddings  of  that  state.  The 
grandfather,  Niles  Giddings,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  when  the  colonies  attempt- 
ed to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  British  oppres- 
sion he  joined  the  Continental  army  and 
fought  for  American  independence.  He  af- 
terward removed  from  Connecticut  to  New 
York  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
"Washington  county,  that  state. 

Lester  Giddings,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  Granville,  Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  July  28,  1792, 
spending  his  youth  there  and  after  arriving 
at  man's  estate  was  married  to  Miss  Experi- 
ence Miller,  also  a  native  of  New  York. 
Thinking  that  he  might  have  better  business 
opportunities  in  the  great  and  growing  west, 
Mr.  Giddings  came  to  Sliehigan  in  1823  and 
purchased  government  land  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  Macomb  county.  He  entered 
eighty  acres  and  then  returned  to  his  home 
in  New  York.  In  1825  he  again  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  family  and  locating  on 
the  land  which  he  had  entered  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  and  cultivate  it,  and  in  due 
course  of  time  opened  up  a  good  farm.  He 
resided  thereon  until  1831,  when  he  sold 
that  place  and  purchased  the  old  homestead 
upon  which  Lafayette  Giddings  now  re- 
sides. He  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  here  and  again  he  performed  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  developuig  a  new  farm,  but  he 
was  persistent  in  his  work  and  his  labors  at 
length  brought  him  a  good  return.  He  spent 
his  last  years  upon  the  old  homestead  and 
died  January  2,  1879.  His  wife  had  pre- 
viously passed  away,  departing  this  life  No- 
vember 16,  1868.  Lester  Giddings  was  also 
a  soldier  and  served  his  country  in  the  war 
of  1812.  In  his  family  were  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  reached  mature 
years  but  only  two  are  now  living. 

Lafayette  W.  Giddings  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides.  The  spirit  of  valor  mani- 
fest in  his  father  and  gi-andfather  was  also 
shown  in  his  enlistment,  when  in  1864  he 
joined  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  With  that  company  he 
went  south  and  joined  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. He  participated  in  a  number  of  skir- 
mishes and  was  with  the  army  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Detroit  in  September,  1865. 

RetiimJng  to  his  home  Mr.  Giddings  then 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  business  in- 
terests of  his  father,  caring  for  his  parents 


in  their  declining  years  and  thus  rewarding 
them  for  the  care  and  attention  which  they 
had  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  youth.  As  a 
farmer  he  has  worked  persistently  and  en- 
ergetically and  bis  untiring  efforts  have  been 
resultant  factors  in  winning  him  desirable 
success.  He  has  helped  to  improve  and  make 
this  farm  what  it  is  to-day,  and  in  his  busi- 
ness transactions  he  has  never  been  known 
to  take  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his 
feliowmen. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Gid- 
dings was  married  in  Macomb  county  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Dryer,  a  native  of  this  county, 
born  in  the  town  of  Lenox,  and  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  F.  Dryer,  who  came  from  New 
York  to  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giddings 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living,  namely:  Cleora,  the 
wife  of  Fish  C.  Davis  of  Dryden,  Lapeer 
county,  Michigan,  by  whom  she  has  five  chil- 
dren; Fay,  Hazel,  Marie,  Clare  and  Homer; 
George  Reed,  a  merchant  of  Davis,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  Adell  and 
Lucretia;  Mrs.  Delia  M.  Miller,  who  is  now 
a  widow  residing  in  Macomb  to^vnship  and 
who  has  four  children,  Irene,  Alton,  Mar- 
guerite and  William  G. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Giddings  is  in- 
dependent. He  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856  and  at 
local  elections  votes  for  the  best  man  regard- 
less of  party.  He  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker  nor  has  he  cared  for  political  prefer- 
ment, but  the  eaiise  of  education  finds  him  a 
warm  friend  and  public  progress  is  dear  to 
his  heart.  He  has  lived  a  useful  and  exem- 
plary life  and  is  known  as  a  kind,  hospitable 
gentleman,  while  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
enjoy  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know 
them. 


IRA  J.  LOVBJOY. 

Ii'ii  J.  Lovejoy,  whose  business  activity  has 
been  one  of  the  eleinents  in  the  upbuilding  of 
Richmond,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, was  born  in  Columbus,  St.  Clair 
coimty,  Michigan,  June  30,  1854,  his  parents 
being  Julius  and  Elizabeth  (Parker)  Love- 
joy,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the 
latter  of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  grand- 
father, Byger  Lovejoy,  was  also  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  came  west  at  an  early  day.  He 
helped  survey  a  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 
At  his  death  he  was  buried  near  the  boundary 
line  between  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.     It  was 
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in  the  year  1835  that  Julius  Lovejoy  arrived 
in  Michigan  and  east  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  St.  Clair  county,  where  he 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1864.  He  took 
active  and  helpful  part  in  reclaiming  the  wild 
land  for  the  purpose  of  civilization  and  aided 
in  laying  the  foundation  for  the  piogre^s  and 
development  of  that  portion  ot  the  f,tate  IIl 
acceptably  served  as  justice  of  the  peac(  toi 
several  years.  In  his  faimh  were  six  sons 
and  a  daughter. 

Ira  J.  Lovejoy,  the  fifth  m  ordei  ot  bnth 
pursued  his  education  in  the  distiict  schools 
and  remained  on  the  homestedd  fariri  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  when  the  family  re- 
moved to  Lenox.  There  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing and  in  1876  he  turned  his  attention  to 
dealing  in  hay  and  implements),  continuing  in 
that  business  for  ten  or  twelve  years  with 
a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  after- 
ward dealt  in  coal,  Ume  and  cement,  continu- 
ing in  the  business  for  five  years,  and  again 
he  prospered.  In  1887  he  established  a  gen- 
eral store  and  now  deals  in  seeds,  crockery, 
binding  twine,  fertilizers  and  sewing  ma- 
chines and  has  a  very  large  stock,  while  his 
annual  sales  have  reached  an  extensive  fig- 
ure. His  store  is  commodious  and  pleasantly 
located  on  Main  street. 

He  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Hattie 
Lizzie  Quick,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  died 
in  1883,  and  their  son  Floyd  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  In  December,  1887,  Mr.  Love- 
joy  wedded  Carrie  Ward,  a  native  of  Rich- 
mond and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Ward,  of 
Richmond.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Foresters  societies  and  also  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  is  an  ac- 
tive and  influential  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  his  community  and  in  his 
business  career  he  has  proved  that  success 
and  an  honored  name  may  be  won  simultane- 
ously. 


NORMAN  McTNTYRE. 

Norman  Mclntyre  is  now  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  in  Mount  Clemens.  There  have 
been  many  exciting  chapters  in  his  life  his- 
tory and  the  environment  and  the  conditions 
which  he  has  faced  have  developed  in  him  a 
strength  of  character  and  stalwart  purpose 
which  awaken  respect  and  admiration.  He 
is  a  native  of  Scotland,   born   January   25, 


1840,  his  parents  being  Collin  and  Margaret 
(McPhee)  Mclntyre,  who  were  natives  of 
Argyleshire,  Scotland,  and  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  Canada,  whence  they  removed  to 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  in  1845.  The 
mother  died  a  year  later  and  the  father  after- 
ward  married  Mrs.  Thompson.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  carrying  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  throughout  his  active  busi- 
ness career.  His  death  occurred  in  1884  when 
he  was  eighty-one  years  of  age.  He  had  a 
hi  other  who  was  a  sailor  while  his  father  was 
a  8(,a  captain.  Both  the  Mclntyres  and  the 
MtPhcis  were  of  Highland  Scotch  ancestry 
^et  little  is  definitely  known  about  the  fam- 
ily. The  Mclntyre  clan  however  have  a  coat 
of  arms  consisting  of  an  arm  and  dagger  with 
the  inotto  "Through  diifieulties. " 

Norman  Mclntyre  pursued  his  early  eduea^ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Canada  and 
afterward  attended  Queen's  College  at  King- 
ston, Ontario,  In  1859  he  became  a  clerk  and 
bookkeeper  in  a  store  at  Port  Hope,  On- 
tario, where  he  remained  for  five  and  a 
half  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was 
attracted  by  the  gold  excitement  in  British 
Columbia  and  in  1862  went  with  a  party  to 
the  Cariboo  mining  district  making  the  trip 
across  the  plains  by  way  of  Windom,  De- 
troit. Grand  Haven,  Milwaukee,  LaCrosse  and 
St.  Paul,  the  steamer  touching  at  those  vari- 
ous points,  and  thence  by  stage  to  George- 
town on  the  Red  River  of  the  North  and  by 
steamer  to  Fort  Garry,  now  the  city  of  Win- 
nipeg, in  Manitoba.  At  that  time  only  a 
trading  post  marked  the  site  of  the  future 
city.  There  he  purchased  supplies,  oxen  and 
carts  and  proceeded  across  the  country,  trav- 
eling a  distance  of  nine  hundred  miles  through 
the  Rocky  mountains.  He  again  met  civiliza- 
tion on  the  Pacific  coast  and  spent  the  win- 
ter at  Vancouver  Island.  In  the  spring  of 
1863  he  went  to  the  mountains  on  a  four 
hundred  mile  trip,  following  the  Indian  trail 
and  passing  over  twenty  feet  of  snow  on  the 
15th  of  June.  Eventually  he  reached  Wil- 
liams creek  and  there  he  had  the  usual  experi- 
ences of  the  miner,  sometimes  meeting  with 
success  and  again  with  failure.  He  remained 
continuously  in  that  locality  for  eleven  and 
a  half  years  and  altogether  prospered  in  his 
work  there.  He  saw  great  changes,  the  coun- 
try being  rapidly  developed  and  improved. 
At  length  he  returned  by  way  of  Victoria  and 
San  Francisco  in  the  fall  of  1874  and  even- 
tually established  his  home  at  Port  Huron, 
Michigan,  but  after  a  short  time  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  grain  business  at  Lenox, 
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ill  .Mauiuuh  county,  where  in  1875  he  built  an 
elevator  wiiicli  he  operated  for  eight  years, 
lie  then  removed  to  Port  Uiiron,  where  he 
ugahi  eiigiified  in  the  grain  bnsiness  for  six 
years  and  in  18S8  he  built  an  elevator  at 
Jlount  Clemens,  eontinuing  its  conduct  until 
the  fall  of  189^,  when  he  sold  out  to  Woleott 
lirotliers.  lie  has  since  dealt  in  grain,  ship- 
ping to  eastern  firms  in  carloads.  He  jnakes 
his  sales  principally  to  Sti-atton  &  Company, 
of  Concord.  New  Hampshire,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  thousand  dolian*  annually.  His 
sjilfs  iit  times  have  reached  almost  ten  times 
tb;it  li'iui'e.  find  the  firm  with  which  he  large- 
1\'  deals  spealvs  in  most  commendable  terms 
of  his  fair  business  dealings.  He  is  a  man 
lit  sound  judgment,  seldom  at  fault  in  his 
t)i>ii lions  regarding  any  bnsiness  transaction 
and  he  has  been  very  successful  as  a  grain 
merchant.  In  1887  Mr.  ilelntyre  spent  some 
time  in  Arizona  and  southern  California  on 
a  mining  trip,  also  attending  to  other  busi- 
ness interests.  lie  was  frequently  in  danger- 
ous positions  on  that  jiiurney  and  indeed 
there  have  been  many  yeai's  in  his  life  in 
which  his  environiiieiit  subjected  him  to  con- 
sidefal)le  peril.  Iiut  while  others  were  killed 
at  his  side  at  the  bands  of  Indians  and  des- 
jienido^H.  his  life  was  spared.  Fortune  seems 
to  have  favored  his  undertakings  and  though 
lie  met  hardsliips  and  difficulties  he  endured 
the.se  bi'avcly  and  in  the  end  has  triumphed. 
Mr.  ilelntyre  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens lodge.  No,  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  having  been 
T-aised  to  the  sublime  degree  in  Eichmond 
lodge  twenty-four  years  ago.  He  is  also  a 
lloyal  Arch  Mason  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  was  married 
June  3,  1880,  to  Miss  Annie  Lawler.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  Lawler.  of  Wales,  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan.  Mrs.  Mclntyre,  however, 
WHS  born  in  Richmond,  Macomb  county.  Their 
children  are:  Malcohn,  who  is  fireman  for 
the  Rapid  Railway  Company,  of  Mount 
Clemens;  Bessie  and  Mary,  at  home;  and  Jen- 
nie, who  died  in  December,  1895,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years.  During  the  past  two  win- 
ters Mr.  Mclntyre  has  spent  the  season  with 
his  wife  and  children  in  southern  California. 
While  he  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs  he  has  always  been  equally 
interested  in  and  contributed  freely  to  the 
furtherance  of  those  measures  which  he  has 
approved  and  which  tend  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  His  character  has  always  been 
one  of  great  sincerity  of  purpcse;  careful 
and  painstaking,  exacting  and  conscientious, 
be  has  prospered  from  year  to  year.    By  rea- 


son Of  his  large  success,  his  unblemished  char- 
acter, his  just  and  liberal  life  and  the  uni- 
versal esteem  which  he  here  enjoys,  Mr.  Mc- 
lntyre might,  ■without  invidious  distinction, 
be  called  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  Macomb  county. 


EDWARD  PETTIBONE. 

Edward  Pettibone,  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  on  section  24,  Armada  township,  was 
bc)m  July  10,  1828,  in  Perry,  Wyoming  coun- 
ty, New  York,  his  parents  being  Anson  and 
Hannah  (Blakely)  Pettibone.  The  father  was 
a  son  of  Seth  Pettibone,  In  the  year  1845 
Anson  Pettibone  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
upon  the  fann  where  his  son  Edward  now 
resides,  and  a  portion  of  the  present  resi- 
dence was  built  by  him.  He  purchased  the 
land  in  1833  and  became  owner  of  six  hun- 
dred and  seven  acres,  which  was  cultivated 
and  developed  through  the  joint  labors  of  the 
father  and  liis  children,  all  working  together 
with  wilhngness  and  energy. 

Edward  Pettibone  pursued  his  education 
ill  the  schools  of  New  York.  He  was  one  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Ezra, 
who  died  before  the  Civil  war;  Edward,  of 
this  review;  Eugene,  who  died  in  infancy; 
W.  Durfee,  who  is  living  in  Armada;  Oscar, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ;  and  Ed- 
win, who  died  on  the  home  farm  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two. 

In  his  youth  Edward  Pettibone  assisted  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  farming 
for  himself  on  a  part  of  his  father's  land 
and  for  sixty  years  has  lived  continuously  on 
one  place.  He  is  to-day  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land,  most  of  which  was  at  one  time 
in  possession  of  his  father,  and  in  former 
years  his  possessions  included  the  land  on 
which  the  station  of  Armada  now  stands.  In 
all  his  farming  operations  he  has  been  prac- 
tical and  progressive,  following  methods  that 
have  been  resultant  factors  in  winning  him 
very  desirable  and  gratifying  success.  He 
worked  early  and  late  in  order  to  gain  a  start 
when  a  young  man  and  now  in  the  evening 
of  life  he  has  a  competence  that  provides 
him  with  many  comforts  and  luxuries  and 
relieves  him  of  the  necessity  of  further  hard 
labor. 

In  1859  Mr.  Pettibone  was  married  to  Miss 
Antoinette  Butler,  a  daughter  of  William  But- 
ler.    She  came  to  Michigan  with  our  subject's 
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parents.  There  was  oue  ohikl  of  this  mar- 
riage, Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lewis 
M.  Smith,  a  real  estate  agent,  residing  in 
Chicago.  They  have  one  son,  Lewis  P.,  who 
is  now  five  years  of  age,  Mrs.  Pettibone  died 
in  1874  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr.  Pettibone 
iihose  Mary  Gleason,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Julia  (Hagan)  Gleason,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  mother  having  been 
born  in  Tipperary.  Mr.  Gleason  was  an  early 
settler  of  Macomb  county,  comity  to  this  state 
from  Ohio.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  de- 
ceased. Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Pettibone,  was 
born  in  Brockway,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan, 
April  29,  1855,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children:  Dennis  is  living  in  Richmond 
township  and  has  eight  children.  Daniel  is 
deceased.  Thomas,  a  bridge  builder,  was  mar- 
ried and  made  his  home  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
James  has  also  departed  this  life.  Patrick, 
a  resident  of  Luther,  Lake  county,  filiehigan, 
is  married  and  has  five  children.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pettibone  have  been  bom  three  chil- 
dren, but  Julia,  the  eldest,  and  Lewis,  the 
youngest,  died  in  infancy.  The  sur^'iving  son, 
Edward,  born  December  8,  1893,  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  fifth  grade  in  the  schools  of  Ar- 
mada. 

Mr.  Pettibone  has  supported  the  prohibi- 
tion party  for  several  years,  but  does  not  con- 
sider himself  boimd  by  party  ties  in  his  politi- 
cal affiliation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grange 
and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church.  He  has  now  reached  the  seventy- 
seventh  milestone  on  life's  journey  and  in 
the  review  of  his  life  it  is  seen  that  his  has 
been  a  useful,  active  and  honorable  career. 
Those  who  know  him  recognize  his  worth  and 
he  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  county 
where  be  has  so  long  lived.  In  his  busines-s 
career  he  has  never  been  known  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  necessities  of  his  fellowmen 
and  in  all  life's  relations  he  has  been  found 
true  to  manly  principles,  so  establishing  his 
(!Ourse  as  to  merit  the  confidence  and  esteem 
that  is  universally  accorded  him. 


AVARREN  S.  STONE. 

Warren  S.  Stone,  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  law,  was  born  in  Richmond,  September 
23,  1869,  his  parents  being  Sanford  M.  and 
Caroline  A.  (Halloek)  Stone,  the  former  a 
native  of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  and  the 
latter  of  Lapeer  county,  Michigan.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Solomon  Stone,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  maternal 


gi'indjiaiLnts  wiie  Zaduck  Hinsdale  and 
Phcbe  (Piatt;  Halloek  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  state  They  came  fiom  that  state  to 
Michigan,  being  among  the  eariy  settlers  of 
Lapeer  county  The  grandfather  made  the 
entii"  distance  on  foot  and  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  this  state  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occuned  when  he  was  eighty-fonr  years 
of  age  He  always  followed  farming  and  he 
had  no  aspirations  for  political  office,  although 
he  was  several  times  chosen  for  positions  of 
public  trust.  Solomon  Stone  also  arrived  in 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Rich- 
mond township,  Macomb  county,  His  fii'st 
wife  died  prior  to  his  emigration  westward 
and  he  later  married  Betsy  Bradley.  There 
are  twelve  children  by  the  second  marriage 
and  one  by  the  first  marriage,  namely :  Mary 
Sherman,  who  is  now  living  in  Bruce  town- 
ship at  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years  and  is  still  well  preserved  both  phys- 
ically and  mentally. 

Sanford  M.  Stone  was  only  twelve  years 
of  age  when  he  began  earning  his  living. 
His  education  was  acquired  through  his  own 
exertions,  his  leisure  hours  being  largely  de- 
voted to  reading  and  study.  He  after- 
ward taught  school  for  many  years  in  va- 
rious localities  and  subsequent  to  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
and  also  dealt  in  timber  and  stock.  His  busi- 
ness interests  became  extensive  and  of  an 
important  character  and  brought  him  a  rich 
financial  return.  He  always  made  Rich- 
mond his  home  and  he  enjoyotl  in  high  de- 
gree the  good  will  and  friendship  of  those 
with  whom  he  was  associated.  He  took  an 
active  interest  in  polities,  st-rving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  village  and  also  as  trustee  and 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  an  aggressive 
supporter  of  the  democratic  party  and  did 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  its  growtli  and 
insure  its  success.  In  discharging  the  duties 
of  his  office  he  was  ever  found  faithful  and 
reliable.  In  his  family  were  six  children : 
Alice  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Carl 
(Jrosse,  of  Detroit,  and  died  in  Richmond, 
May  11,  1901;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Seaman 
A,  Perkins,  of  Kirwin,  Kansas;  Hiram  H., 
who  died  in  infancy;  Warren  S.  of  this  re- 
view; Phebe  Cornelia,  the  wife  of  Wesley 
E.  Bailey,  of  Detroit ;  and  Evelyn  A.,  who  is 
now  residing  in  California.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  her  father's  second  marriage,  her 
mother  in  her  maidenhood  having  been  Miss 
Annie  Keavey,  of  Detroit. 

Warren  S.  Stone  began  his  education  in 
liie  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
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the  high  school  of  Kichiiioiid,  with  the  class 
of  1888.  A  few  months  later  lie  began  Btudy- 
ing  law  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  M, 
Crocker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  at  the  same 
time  entered  the  Mount  Clemens  high 
school,  in  which  he  completed  the  regular 
course  with  the  class  of  1890.  He  next 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  JMiehigan  and  was  graduated  in  1893  with 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  law..  Ue  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Washtenaw,  Jlichigan, 
June  10,  1893,  and  at  Lansing  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  supreme  court.  He  then 
returned  to  Richmond  and  has  since  been  a 
representative  of  the  legal  fraternity  here. 
At  Detroit  he  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  district  court  for  the  eastern  division 
of  Michigan  in  1902.  He  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  his  chosen  profession  and  in  the 
trial  of  a  case  displays  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence  with  correct 
application  of  legal  principles  to  the  points 
iit  issue. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  January  3,  1894, 
to  Miss  Myrtle  B.  Mills,  of  Kiclnuond,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  F.  Mills,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Richmond  township.  They 
have  one  child  Madelyn  (..'.  Mr.  Stone  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  local 
ranks  of  the  democratic  iiarty  and  is  now 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  democratic 
county  coiinnittee,  of  which  he  was  jjrevious- 
ly  secretary.  He  was  the  choice  of  his  party 
for  the  state  legislature  in  1902.  He  has 
sei'ved  as  village  attorney  for  five  years,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  viUage  board,  also  vil- 
lage treasurer  and  trustee  and  a  member  of 
the  school  board,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
political  duties  he  has  ever  placed  the  public 
good  before  partisanship  and  the  general 
welfare  before  personal  aggrandizement. 
He  has  had  the  handling  of  his  father's 
property,  which  in  the  first  place  was  the 
cause  of  his  entering  the  legal  i)rofession. 
He  became  well  equipped  for  the  profession, 
in  which  he  is  meeting  witli  very  desirable 
success  and  he  is  now  a  member  of  both  the 
Comity  and  State  Bar  Associations.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Maccabees  tent,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  is  a  past  master  of  Rich- 
mond lodge,  187,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  past 
worthy  patron  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  music,  was 
a  member  of  the  Freshman  Ulee  Club  in 
the  T'niversity  of  Michigan  and  was  identified 
with  musical  circles  throughout  his  college 
days.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  part  in 
progress  along  that  line  in  Richmond  and  has 


been  affiliated  with  the  band,  orchestra  and 
<iuartettes  of  this  place,  having  a  remarkably 
line  tenor  voice.  He  is  prominent  and  popu- 
lar socially,  and  the  circle  of  his  friends  is 
almost  co-extensive  with  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintances. 


HERBERT  H.  WILEY,  M.  D. 

Among  the  younger  representatives  of  the 
medical  fraternity  in  Macomb  county  is  Dr. 
Herbert  H.  Wiley,  of  Utica,  who  was  born 
October  1,  1874,  a  son  of  W.  W.  and  Eliza 
beth  (Lampman)  Wiley.  The  father  is  a 
native  of  Kingston,  Canada,  and  of  Scotch 
parentage,  while  the  mother's  people  were 
Irish  and  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  There  was 
also  in  the  paternal  ancestry  some  New  Eng- 
land and  some  Mohawk  blood.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  Canadian  by  birth,  but  be- 
came a  i-esident  of  the  United  States  and 
served  his  adopted  country  in  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  captured  at  Vicksburg  and  was  then 
sent  to  Libby  prison,  where  he  died.  W.  W, 
AViley  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  living  near 
Rondeaxi  bay,  Ontario. 

Dr.  Wiley  is  a  native  of  Kent  county,  On- 
tario, the  family  home  having  been  near 
Chatham,  and  he  was  reared  at  Rondeau  har- 
bor. His  literary  education  was  acquired  at 
Ridgetown  Collegiate  Institute,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1891  and  later  he  pursued  his  studies  for  one 
term  in  the  County  Normal  School.  He  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  three  years  and 
then  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine, 
where  he  completed  his  course  by  graduation 
in  the  class  of  1899.  Immediately  afterward 
he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  in  Utica  and  from  the  beginning 
he  was  successful  here,  building  up  an  excep- 
tionally large  and  important  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Macomb  County  Mediciil 
Society,  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
the  American  Jledieal  Association  and  at  one 
time  belonged  to  the  Detroit  Medical  Soeiet,\'. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  everything  concern- 
ing the  science  of  medicine  and  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  him  in  connection  there- 
with and  his  efforts  have  proven  an  effective 
element  in  checking  the  ravages  of  disease  and 
restoring  health 

Dr.  Wiley  was  married  July  21,  1902,  to 
Miss  Ethel  M.  Ruby,  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Ella  (Lewis)  Ruby.  She  was  educated 
in  Utica  high  school  and  like  her  husband  en- 
joys an  enviable  position  in  social  circles  here. 
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Di'.  Wiley  is  !i  prominent  Mason,  who  lias  just 
completed  a  term  as  master  of  his  lodge.  He 
became  identified  with  the  order  in  Canada 
and  is  also  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  the  Modem  "Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  American  Order  of  Forest- 
el's,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  identified  with 
the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  youug  man  of  laud- 
able ambition  and  progressive  spirit  and  has 
already  gained  a  creditable  position  in  the 
ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Maeomb 
county. 

HERMAN  HUMMRICH. 

Herman  flummrieh,  a  general  merchant 
and  also  the  postmaster  of  Halfway,  was  bom 
in  Germany,  January  27,  1862,  his  parents 
being  Charles  and  Minnie  (Knop)  Humm- 
rich,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  father- 
land. Charles  Hummrieh  was  there  bom, 
October  19,  1833,  and  was  reared,  educated 
and  married  in  that  country.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1870,  settling  in  Detroit,  and 
being  an  ironworker  by  trade  he  secured 
employment  in  the  stove  works,  where  his 
services  were  retained  until  1895.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Erin  township,  Maeomb 
county,  to  live  with  his  son,  Herman,  and 
although  he  is  now  seventy-two  years  of 
age  he  is  still  a  hale  and  hearty  man. 

Herman  Hunmirich  was  a  little  lad  of  eight 
summers  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
new  world.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Detroit  and  after 
learning  the  upholsterer's  trade  with  John 
Keck  &  Company  of  that  city,  he  entered 
upon  his  active  business  career  at  the  age 
oi:  nineteen  years  by  accepting  a  position 
with  the  iirm  of  Gray  &  Baffey,  now  A. 
Gray  &  Company.  He  continued  with  that 
house  for  three  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  John  Keck  &  Company  and  was 
employed  in  their  establishment  for  six 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
gave  up  the  upholstering  business  and 
opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  conducted 
for  a  year.  He  then  removed  to  Erin  town- 
ship in  1891,  purchasing  the  saloon  business 
of  Ameis  &  Son,  and  in  connection  with  this 
he  opened  a  large  general  store,  in  which 
he  is  now  doing  a  prosperous  business,  car- 
rying a  well  selected  and  extensive  line  of 
goods  such  as  is  in  demand  by  a  general 
trade. 

In  1897  Mr.  Hummrieh  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Halfway,  at  which  time  mail 
was  brought  only  once  a  week  from  Fraser. 


Through  his  instriime]itality  mail  was  later 
received  twice  a  week  and  eventually,  by 
means  of  a  petition,  it  was  arranged  that 
the  mail  should  be  brought  over  the  Rapid 
Railroad,  and  now  Mr.  Hummrieh  sends  out 
three  mails  and  receives  two  each  day.  The 
business  of  the  office  has  greatly  increased 
and  its  affairs  are  capably  administered  by 
him.  This  is  not  the  only  public  position  he 
has  tilled,  for  at  other  times  he  has  rendered 
capable  service  to  the  general  public.  In 
1897  he  was  elected  township  clerk  and  in 
1900  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
review,  acting  in  that  capacity  for  four 
years.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  was  moderator  of  school  dis- 
trict No.  2  for  several  years  and  has  been 
school  inspector  for  five  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  Roseville  branch  of  the  German  Ar- 
beiters.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1882,  Mr. 
Hummrieh  was  married  to  Miss  Hulda 
Boetteher,  a  daughter  of  August  Boetteher, 
of  Detroit.  They  have  five  children: 
Charles,  an  attorney  with  B,  B.  Eskine,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Lulu;  George;  Alma,  and 
Orda,  Mr.  Hummrieh  manifests  many  of 
the  strong  and  sterling  characteristics  of  the 
Teutonic  race — a  race  which  has  planted  the 
seeds  of  civilization  in  many  a  locality  and 
land.  He  has  in  his  business  career  worked 
persistently  and  with  determination  to  gain 
a  start  and  acquire  a  competence,  and  he  is 
now  conducting  a  commercial  enterprise  of 
i 111 portii lice  at  Halfway. 


GEORGE  W.  STEFFENS. 

(Jeorge  "W.  Steffens,  manager  of  the  Stef- 
fens  Mills  at  Praser,  was  bom  in  Grosse 
Pointe  township,  now  Gratiot  township, 
Wayne  county,  Michigan,  December  28,  1869, 
his  parents  being  Charles  and  Fredericka 
(Aming)  Steffens,  who  are  represented  else- 
where in  this  volume.  His  preliminary  educa- 
tion, acquired  in  the  district  schools,  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  the  Detroit  Business 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1886.  Prom  the  time  that  he  was  old  enough 
to  work  he  has  been  actively  associated  in 
business  with  his  father  and  is  the  present 
manager  of  the  Steffens  Mills  at  Fraser.  He 
thoroughly  understands  the  workings  of  the 
plant  and  its  output  finds  a  ready  sale  on  the 
market  because  of  the  excellence  of  the  prod- 
uct. He  is  discriminating  in  business  mat- 
ters and  his  sound  judgment  and  enterprise 
prove  the  biisis  of  very  desirable  success. 
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On  the  12th  of  Septeiiiher,  1893,  Mr.  Steffens 
wjis  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maiy  Hart- 
wig;,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Lewis  Hartsig,  of 
Warren  township,  and  their  children  are: 
Oscar,  Dorothy,  Florence,  Oliver,  George  and 
JjiUian,  all  at  home. 

Mr,  Steffens  has  always  been  interested  in 
ioeal  measures  that  have  for  their  object  the 
welfare  and  upbuilding  of  the  community  and 
liis  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing  his  patriotic 
interest  and  public  spirit,  have  chosen  him  to 
office  on  various  occasions.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  village  clerk,  this  being  the  year  of 
the  incorporation,  and  he  has  since  filled  the 
position.  In  1896-7  he  was  elected  township 
treasurer  and  in  1899  was  appointed  deputy 
under  Sheritf  Cady  and  again  under  Sheriff 
Eckstein  in  1904.  In  the  spring  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  justice  of  tlie  peace  and 
in  1902  he  was  appointed  notary  public  by 
Governor  Bliss  and  he  has  fiUed  various  of- 
fices, the  duties  of  which  he  has  ever  dis- 
charged with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens 
lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  which  he  joined 
in  1902,  and  is  also  a  member  of  "Warren 
tent.  No.  605,  K.  0.  T.  M.  He  has  a  wide 
and  favorable  acquaintance  in  the  commimity 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  in  business,  social  and  political  circles 
be  is  favorablv  Icnowii. 


WILLIAjr  F.  SAWN. 

Williaiii  F.  Sawn  is  one  of  tlie  younger 
members  of  the  Wacomb  county  bar,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  the  abstract  businras,  while 
with  industrial  interests  he  is  also  con- 
nected as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sawn  &  Company,  manufacturers  of  the  Mon- 
itor steam  thresher.  He  also  possesses  consid- 
erable inventive  genius  and  his  talents,  if  de- 
veloped along  any  one  of  these  Unes,  would 
undoubtedly  lead  him  to  success,  but  he  is 
giving  his  attention  largely  to  his  professional 
duties  and  already  has  gained  a  good  client- 
age for  one  of  his  years. 

Mr.  Sawn  was  born  in  Jlount  Clemens  Octo- 
ber 18,  1879,  his  parents  being  William  and 
Odelia  (Voss)  Sawn.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Frederick  H.  Zahn — for  so  the  name 
was  originally  spelled — was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  after  emigrating  to  America  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  came  to  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  1846,  settling  in  Macomb  town- 
ship.    His  son,  William  Sawn,  was  bom  in 


Philadelphia,  February  28,  1845,  and  was 
therefore  a  year  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  this  county.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  produc- 
tive industries  of  the  county,  and  is  now  at 
the  head  of  the  firm  of  Sawn  &  Company, 
builders  and  shippers  of  the  Monitor  thresh- 
er. He  married  Miss  Odelia  Voss,  a  native 
of  this  city  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Voss,  who  was  bom  in  Germany  and  at  an 
early  day  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  became  a  prominent  and  in- 
lluential  citizen  of  this  locality  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  leading  pioneer  settlers  of 
Macomb  county. 

William  F.  Sawn  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens, 
continuing  his  studies  here  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course.  He  prepared 
for  his  chosen  profession  in  the  Detroit  Col- 
lege of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
June  12,  1903.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
before  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  June 
15,  1903,  and  before  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  June  22,  1903.  His  desire 
to  become  a  member  of  the  bar  was  early 
formed.  He  read  text-books  on  law  even 
while  a  student  in  the  Mount  Clemens  schools 
and  from  1897  to  1899  was  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  Crocker  &  Knight.  He  also 
studied  with  Franz  C.  Kuhn  for  a  time  and 
then  began  practice,  establishing  his  office 
in  Moimt  Clemens  in  1899.  He  had  begun 
the  abstract  business  in  February,  1898,  and 
he  still  continues  this  in  connection  with  the 
law.  He  is  one  of  three  who  traveled  over 
twenty  thousand  miles  to  obtain  his  legal  ed- 
ucation by  going  to  Detroit  and  returning 
home  each  evening  by  electric  car.  As  before 
stated  he  also  has  business  interests  aside 
from  those  just  mentioned,  being  associated 
with  his  father  in  placing  upon  the  market 
the  Monitor  steam  threshing  machine.  He  is 
also  the  inventor  of  an  attachment  to  pneu- 
matic wind  stackers  for  stacking  straw  and 
in  connection  with  his  father  has  introduced 
many  improvements  in  the  building  of  the 
threshers  and  the  operation  of  the  plant.  He 
possesses  a  decided  talent  along  mechanical 
lines  and  his  originality  is  shown  in  his  in- 
ventions. He  is  also  a  patent  attorney,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  interior 
department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1900. 

Mr.  Sawn  is  prominent  in  political  circles 
and  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Republican  Club  which  was  organized  in 
Mount  Clemens  in  1900.  He  believes  strongly 
in  reform  work  in  the  primaries  and  is  great- 
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ly  opposed  to  uiisruk-  in  uiniiKipdl  ittius 
He  untiringly  advocated  jirimai^  refoini  at 
the  convention  held  in  Richmond,  Macomb 
eoimty,  in  June,  1904,  and  was  ehaiinian  oi 
the  committee  on  credentials  theie  He  ha? 
always  been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  leading 
principles  of  his  party,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1903  he  was  nominated  on  the  republican 
ticket  for  the  ofBee  of  Stupervisoi  He  ran 
ahead  of  his  ticket,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
small  majority,  During  the  congressional  ses- 
sion of  1904-5  he  spent  a  portion  of  the  time 
in  "Washington,  D.  C,  being  connected  with 
the  postoffice  department,  and  later  he  made 
a  trip  through  the  New  England  states,  re- 
turning thence  to  Mount  Clemens.  He  finds 
his  chief  source  of  recreation  in  water  sports, 
being  particularly  fond  of  boating  and  sail- 
ing. He  is  popular  with  people  of  his  own 
age  in  Mount  Clemens,  while  the  older  men, 
recognizing  his  ability,  predict  for  bim  a  suc- 
cessful future. 


FRED  W.  SCHMIDT. 

Vn:d  W.  Schmidt,  whose  farm  shoWK  all 
the  evidence  of  painstaking  care  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  and  whose  property  comprises 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
Section  8,  Clinton  township,  was  born  upon 
this  place  August  13,  1860.  His  father,  Fred- 
erick G.  Schmidt,  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
bom  in  1827,  and  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  that  country.  He 
was  married  there  to  Miss  Caroline  Muien- 
hauer,  also  a  native  of  the  fatherland,  and  in 
1853  they  emigrated  to  the  new  world,  making 
their  way  at  once  to  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, where  they  secured  a  tract  of  raw  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  developed,  transform- 
ing it  into  a  fine  farm.  He  afterward  built  a 
good  brick  residence,  which  supplemented  his 
pioneer  home,  and  also  substantial  and  com- 
modious barns  and  other  outbuildings.  He 
planted  an  orchard,  fenced  the  place  and  con- 
tinued the  work  of  improvement  along  pro- 
gressive lines  until  an  excellent  farming  prop- 
erty was  a  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise.  After  rearing  his 
family  on  the  old  home  place  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  lived  a 
retired  life  for  thirteen  years.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  his  property  in  the  county  seat  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Detroit,  where  he  now 
makes  his  home,  resting  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  his  former  toil, 

Fred  W.  Schmidt  was  one  of  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  two  daughters  and  with  the 


(\<.eptiou  ot  ont  son  ill  ti  \(t  Imii-,  Ihs 
boyhood  days  weie  spent  upon  the  old  honiL 
stead  farm  which  he  helped  to  clear  and  ciil 
tuate  and  aftei  arming  at  mature  years  h( 
pui  (.based  the  land  of  his,  fathei  and  has  cod 
tmued  the  woik  of  further  development  and 
impro\Lment  until  h(  now  has  one  of  the  ex 
cellent  faim  propeities  m  Clinton  township 
'Iheie  die  good  buildings  and  everythni^' 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  m  appear- 
ance and  as  the  years  go  by  he  harvests  good 
crops,  for  he  follows  progressive  and  practical 
methods  in  caring  for  his  fields  so  that  an  ex- 
cellent return  is  secured  for  his  labor. 

In  May,  1890,  Mr,  Schmidt  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Macomb  county  to  Miss  Mary 
Hanunann,  a  native  of  the  county  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Hammann,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  Seven  children  grace  this 
marriage:  Paul  F.,  Carrie,  Edna,  Anna, 
Walter,  Harold  and  Gladys.  They  idso  lost 
one  son,  who  died  at  tiie  age  of  thirteen 
months.  The  parents  were  reared  in  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church  and  now  hold  member- 
ship therein.  Mr  Schmidt  votes  with  the 
democratic  partv  but  has  never  sought  or 
desired  office,  giving  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  he  is  to-day  classed 
with  the  honest  v  eomen  of  Macomb  county. 


WARREX  LAWRKNCK. 

Warren  Lawrence  has  for  years  been  an 
active  business  man  and  sueeessful  farmer  of 
Washington  township.  He  has  always  hved 
in  Macomb  county,  having  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  day  on  the  old  Lawrence 
farm  July  5,  1842.  His  father,  John  C,  Law- 
rence, was  born  in  Vermont  in  1814  and  when 
a  child  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  New  York,  being  reared  in  Onon- 
daga county.  Subsequently  he  was  married 
there  to  Betsy  Glaspie,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire state,  and  in  1835  he  removed  westward 
to  Michigan,  entering  from  the  government 
a  tract  of  land  on  the  boundary  line  between 
Oakland  and  Macomb  counties.  This  was  cov- 
ered with  timber,  but  he  at  once  cleared  away 
the  trees  for  a  log  house,  built  fences  and  be- 
gan the  cultivation  of  the  soil  so  that  in  due 
course  of  time  rich  harvests  were  gathered. 
His  father,  John  Lawrence,  joined  him  here 
a  few  years  later  and  also  bought  land  in 
Macomb  county,  one  and  a  half  miles  east. 
They  traded  farms  later,  their  removal  being 
made  in  1851.  John  0.  Lawrence  was  a  thrif- 
ty and  successful  agncullurist  and  for  many 
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y.'ars  uiirried  on  the  wo*  of  tilJiiig  tlie  .soil, 
neglecting  no  effoi't  that  would  make  his  busi- 
ness a  profitable  one  in  harmony  with  honor- 
able tind  straightforward  methods.  At  length 
he  removed  from  the  farm  to  Romeo,  where 
he  lived  retired  until  his  death,  whieh  oc- 
curred in  1892.  His  wife  had  pas  cd  away 
in  1890.  Their  son  Henry,  nine  voars  older 
than  Warri'n,  died  of  cancer  of  the  face  in 
1876.  and  their  daiis;hter,  Alice,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years. 

Warren  Lawrence,  their  only  living  child, 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  iu  Washing- 
ton township  and  his  preliminary  education, 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  was  supple- 
mented by  study  in  the  Oxford  high  school, 
.He  remained  with  liis  father  through  the  pe- 
riod of  his  boyhorxl  ami  youth,  working  ui  the 
fields  when  not  engaged  with  the  duties  of 
the  schoolroom.  Following  the  attainment  of 
his  majority  he  was  married  in  Washington 
township,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1862,  to  Jliss 
Phoehe  A.  fliilieU,  whose  birth  occuri'ed  in 
Washington  lowiishij.,  while  her  father,  Wil- 
liam (JnlicK-,  wiis  ii  iiiiljve  of  New  Jersey.  The 
young  eouple  liegMn  their  dome.stic  life  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
continued  its  cultivation  for  twenty  years, 
on  the  expiration  of  which  period  tliey  left 
the  farm  and  removed  to  Borneo  in  1885."  Here 
.Mr,  i^awrence  began  dealing  in  agricultural 
implements,  continuing  in  that  business  for 
ten  years.  He  also  bonght  a  lot  and  built  a 
residence  in  188.'>.  erecting  a  neat  and  com- 
fortable house  -which  he  still  occupies.  Since 
selling  his  store  in  Romeo  he  has  spent  the 
sinjiiiiei'  iiioiilhs  in  traveling  for  a  harvester 
eoiiipii(i.\.  tUf  .Milwaukee.  He  bought  and  still 
owns  I'ii^lity  ill-res  of  land  in  Washington 
towiishi]!  and  has  another  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Oakland  township,  both  being  well 
improved  properties,  which  return  him  a 
good  income,  and  thus  he  realizes  a  good 
pivifit  upon  hJH  investment. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  have  one  son.  John 
v.  Lawrciiw.  who  has  been  twice  married, 
and  has  four  children:  Helen  and  Omer, 
horn  of  the  first  marriage:  and  Warren  and 
Ceorge,  born  of  the  second  marriage.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  American  Koad  Machine  Com- 
pany of  Kennett  Square,  Pennsylvania. 

Politically  Mr,  Lawrence  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved  and  Ms  first 
presidential  ballot  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  has  never  desired  office  for  him- 
self, as  his  business  affairs  have  claimed  his 
time  and  energies.     He  belongs  to  the  Knights 


of  Pythias  fraternity  of  Komeo,  has  filled 
all  of  its  chairs  and  is  imw  serving  as  past 
chancellor  of  the  lodge.  His  life  history  is 
another  ilhistration  of  the  fact  that  success 
comes  as  the  legitimate  result  of  well-applied 
energy,  imflagging  determination  and  perse- 
verance in  a  course  of  action  when  once  de- 
cided upon.  She  smiles  not  upon  the  idler 
or  dreamer,  and  only  the  man  who  has  justly 
won  her  favor  is  crowned  with  her  bless- 
ings. In  tracing  the  history  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
it  is  plainly  seen  that  the  pro.sperity  which 
he  enjoys  has  been  won  by  the  commendable 
qualities  above  mentioned,  together  with  other 
traits  of  (Character  which  have  also  won  for 
him  the  high  esteem  of  those  who  know  him. 


DAVID  F.  JONES. 


David  F.  Jones,  who  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial agriculturists  of  the  township  of  Ma- 
comb, where  he  owns  a  good  farm  of  about 
one  hundred  acres,  maintains  his  residence 
in  Meade.  He  was  bom  near  the  old  home- 
stead property  in  JIacomb  townsliip.  May 
7,  18,'J2.  His  father  was  James  Jones  and 
he  is  a  brother  of  Charles  H.  and  Robert  N. 
Jones,  whose  histories  are  given  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  His  youth  was  spent  like 
that  of  the  other  members  of  the  family — in 
work  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attendance 
at  the  district  school.  There  he  learned  the 
best  methods  of  plowing  and  planting  and 
of  caring  for  the  crops  in  the  autumn.  He 
remained  with  his  father  on  the  old  home- 
stead and  afterward  carried  on  the  farm  for 
him  and  later  received  a  deed  from  his  moth- 
er to  the  home  place.  In  his  work  he  kept 
in  touch  with  the  ideas  of  modem  progress 
along  agricultural  lines.  He  built  a  good 
house  and  barn  on  the  old  home  farm  and 
continued  the  work  of  repair  and  improve- 
jiient  and  placed  his  fields  imder  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  T'here  he  continued  to  re- 
side luitil  1902,  when  he  retired  from  the 
farm  and  located  in  Meade,  where  he  owns 
a  good  residence.  He  still  looks  after  the 
farm  preperty,  however,  and  his  careful  su- 
pervision is  indicated  by  the  well-kept  ap- 
pearance of  the  place. 

David  F.  Jones  was  married  in  Macomb 
county.  May  28,  1874,  to  Miss  Ella  Purton, 
a  daughter  of  John  Furton,  whose  sketch  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mrs. 
Jones  is  a  native  daughter  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty and  by  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  foui-  children:     Jmiia.  the  wife  of 
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C'lsuide  "Wright,  a  jnereiiaiit  of  Davis,  Michi- 
gan; Ida  E.,  a  tcaelier  of  Maeomb  county; 
Ona  F.,  also  a  teacher;  and  Rnth,  who  is  at- 
tending school. 

Mr.  Jones  votes  with  the  democracy  and 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  qaestions  and 
issiies  of  the  day,  as  every  true  American 
should  do,  but  does  not  desire  office  as  a  re- 
ward for  party  fealty.  He  and  his  wife  and 
danfihters  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Epi.scopal  church  in  Meade  and  he  has  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  its  work,  serving  as 
class  leader  and  for  a  number  of  years  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  He  has  a 
wide  acquaintance  in  the  county  of  his  na- 
tivity. He  was  reared  on  the  old  family 
homestead,  to  the  ownership  of  which  he 
later  succ^eeded,  and  there  his  children  were 
all  born  and  reared.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  same  neighborhood  throughout  his  en- 
tire life  and  in  his  career  he  has  demon- 
strated the  possession  of  qualities  which  are 
commendable  and  which  class  him  with  tbo 
best  citizens  of  his  community. 


LOUIS  AMKEL. 


For  many  years  Louis  Ameel  was  actively 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Mount  Clemens,  but  is  now  living  retired, 
enjoying  a  well-earned  rest.  He  is  a  native 
of  Belgium,  born  in  1825.  It  was  on  the 
13th  of  July,  1854,  that  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  took  up  his  residence  in  Detroit, 
where  he  worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  for 
three  months. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  'Mr.  Ameel  eame 
to  Mount  Clemens  aud  for  two  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Williams,  a  tailor,  of 
this  place.  During  the  following  three 
years  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  eight  dol- 
lars per  month.  Believing  that  he  could 
do  better  at  some  other  occupation  he  then 
erected  a  building  on  Cass  avenue  and  em- 
barked in  the  saloon  and  grocery  business, 
but  disposed  of  his  store  in  1863  and  for 
two  months  he  again  worked  at  his  trade. 
He  next  opened  a  barber  shop,  which  was 
the  first  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Mount 
Clemens,  and  continued  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness along  that  line  for  thirty  years,  or  un- 
til his  retirement  from  active  labor  in  1895, 
since  which  time  his  son  Frank  has  con- 
ducted the  shop.  Success  has  attended  his 
well-directed  efforts  in  life  and  he  acquired 
a   comfortable  competence,  which  now  en- 


alilcK  him  to   live   in    ease  and  quiet   at  his 
pleasant  home  at  No.  65  New  street. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1859,  Mr.  Ameel 
was  married  in  Mount  Clemens  to  Miss  Anna 
Winkles,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  arc  still 
living. 


HENKY  PRATT. 

Few  men  are  more  familiar  with  the 
pioneer  history  of  Macomb  county  than 
Henry  Pratt,  who  was  brought  here  in  his 
early  boyhood  days  and  was  reared  amid  the 
wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life.  Although  now 
possessing  a  handsome  competency,  he  was 
a  member  of  a  household  in  his  youth  that 
had  hardly  the  necessities  of  life  and  all  the 
hardships,  privations  and  difficulties  that  faU 
to  the  lot  of  the  early  settlers  were  borne  by 
the  Pratt  family.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Westminster,  Upper  Canada,  February  13, 
1845,  his  parents  being  Josiali  and  Charlotte 
(Waun)  Pratt.  One  of  his  ancestors  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Josiah  Pratt,  Sr.,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  while  Josiah  Pratt, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  January  8,  1793, 
and  there  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  and  acquired  his  education.  He  went 
from  the  Green  Mountain  state  to  Lower 
Canada,  afterward  returned  to  Vermont  and 
later  went  to  Upper  Canada,  where  he  was 
married  to  Charlotte  Waun.  He  arrived  in 
Michigan  in  1848,  and  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Berlin  township,  Macomb  county. 
He  afterward  sold  that  and  returned  to  Can- 
ada, but  two  years  later  he  again  came  to 
this  county,  locating  on  section  1,  Armada 
township.  Here  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  but  subsequently  sold  thirty  acres 
of  this.  He  was  in  very  straitened  finan- 
cial circumstances.  He  had  a  team  of  horses 
which  he  traded  for  the  land,  gave  the  har- 
ness for  a  cow  and  ten  bushels  of  wheat  and 
the  wagon  for  a  yoke  of  oxen.  The  first 
year  he  planted  two  acres,  raising  thirty- 
two  bushels  of  corn  and  the  family  lived 
largely  on  Johnnycake.  The  father  was  a 
very  hardy  man,  performing  a  vast  amount 
of  labor.  Between  his  home  and  Memphis  a 
Mr.  Rix  had  built  a  mill  and  about  five  miles 
from  his  home  Mr,  Pratt  found  a  tree  that 
was  forked.  This  he  cut  down,  leaving  the 
trunk  long  enough  for  a  tongue  and  then 
boring  holes  in  the  forks  he  put  in  uprights 
and  on  those  built  a  kind  of  crate  to  hold 
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four  or  five  sacks  o£  wheat,  and  in  this  way 
they  would  drive  with  their  oxen  to  mill  and 
have  the  breadstiiffs  for  the  family  ground. 
They  had  to  blaze  a  road  through  the  forest 
to  the  mill.  As  the  years  passed,  however, 
the  family  prospered  and  in  course  of  time 
the  father  was  enabled  to  purchase  a  wagon 
for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars— the  first  wagon  he  had  owned  since 
trading  the  one  in  which  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan for  land.  The  wolves  could  be  heard 
howling  at  night  during  the  first  winter. 

Josiah  Pratt  was  married  three  times  and 
had  twenty-three  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing are  living:  Henry;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  C  B.  H.  Spencer,  a  farmer  of  Riley 
township,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  by 
whom  she  has  four  sons  and  three  daughters ; 
Edward,  who  is  living  in  Lapeer  county  and 
had  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living ; 
Luther,  a  farmer  living  near  Mount  Clemens, 
who  is  married  and  has  five  children ;  Susan, 
wife  of  Edwin  Tahnage,  a  farmer  of  Riley 
township,  St.  Clair  county,  by  whom  she  has 
one  child:  and  George,  a  resident  of  Deford, 
Tuscola  county,  Michigan,  who  is  married 
and  has  two  children. 

Henry  Pratt  attended  the  schools  of  Ar- 
mada township  but  did  not  have  the  privilege 
of  continuing  his  studies  after  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  has  worked  in  the  pine 
woods  and  has  led  a  very  active  life  as  a 
farmer.  He  shared  with  the  family  in  the 
hardships  and  trials  resulting  from  the  fron- 
tier condition  of  the  county  and  the  finan- 
cial position  of  the  father  and  early  felt  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  his  own  support. 
He  resolved,  when  a  lad,  that  he  would  gain 
a  competency  in  his  manhood  and  he  has 
worked  earnestly  and  persistently  to  this 
end.  To  the  original  home  farm  he  has 
added  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  so 
that  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  constituting  one  of  the  excellent  farm 
properties  of  Armada  and  Richmond  town- 
ships. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Pratt  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen,  daughter  of  John 
and  Sophia  (Puterbeauh)  Stonehouse,  of 
Brockway,  St.  Clair  county.  She  was  one 
of  eight  children  and  was  bom  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  October  14,  1844,  was  educated  in 
St.  Clair  county  and  died  January  11,  1901. 
They  had  two  children.  Nellie  S.,  born 
March  25,  1881,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Armada 
high  school,  has  been  educated  in  music  and 
has  taken  the  domestic  economy  course  in 
the   Lansing   Agricultural   College.     She   is 


now  keeping  house  for  her  father.  Harry 
J.,  born  January  19,  1883,  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  in  Armada  and  in  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  day 
school  in  Detroit,  the  first  institution  of  the 
kind  in  America.  He  has  always  followed 
farming.  He  was  married,  March  9,  1905. 
to  Addie  L.,  daughter  of  William  Riley  and 
Mary  (Parker)  Cleveland,  of  New  Haven, 
Michigan.  He  is  living  on  home  place  with 
father  and  is  a  member  of  Harmony  lodge, 
143,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  always  been  a  stanch  demo- 
crat. He  is  a  Mason,  having  for  ten  years 
belonged  Uy  Harmony  lodge,  No.  143,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  at  Armada,  and  for  five  years  of 
that  time  was  worshipful  master  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  was  presented  with  a  solid 
gold  watch  and  chain.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  Romeo  chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A,  M.,  the 
Eastern  Star  chapter  at  Memphis,  and  Romeo 
commandery,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters.  His  daughter  belongs  to  the 
Eastern  Star  at  Armada  and  both  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  church.  For  two 
years  he  has  been  president  of  the  Armada 
Agricultural  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  for  twelve  years,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  cemetery  board.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  prospered,  carrying  out 
the  determination  formed  in  his  youth  to 
win  prosperity  if  it  could  he  acquired 
through  persistent,  honorable  effort.  He 
has  allowed  no  obstacles  to  brook  him  in  his 
purpose  and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  valua- 
ble farm  as  the  result  of  his  unremitting 
labor  and  carefully  managed  business  affairs. 


ADAM  A.  BENNETT. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Slacomb  county, 
who,  preferring  to  continue  their  residence 
in  this  part  of  the  state  have  become  repre- 
sentative and  valued  citizens  of  their  respec- 
tive communities,  Adam  A.  Bennett  is  num- 
bered. He  was  born  in  the  village  of  New 
Haven,  February  5,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of 
Adam  and  Ohve  S.  (Duaett)  Bennett.  His 
father  was  born  in  Chateaugay,  Franklin 
county.  New  York,  March  18,  1832,  and  his 
parents  were  Adam  and  Agnes  Bennett,  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  whence  they  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
settling  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in 
the  Empire  state,  but  believing  that  he  might 
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have  better  busiiiosM  opportunities  in  the 
west,  came  to  Macomb  eounty  in  1859.  Here 
he  followed  railroad  construction,  a  work 
wliich  he  had  first  undertaken  as  a  young 
man  on  the  Great  Western  &  Canadian  Rail- 
road. His  home  in  this  eounty  was  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  took  up  the  work  of  build- 
ing the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad.  Following 
the  completion  of  the  line  he  was  made  road 
foreman  and  in  that  capacity  acted  for  a 
number  of  years,  when  failing  sight  compelled 
him  to  give  up  railroad  work.  He  then  turned 
his  attention  to  general  merchandising  as  a 
partner  of  I.  N.  Cook  and  opened  a  store  in 
a  building  near  where  the  postofSee  now 
stands.  That  building  was  afterward  de- 
stroyed by  lire  and  they  opened  another  store 
where  the  barber  shop  is  now  located.  They 
continued  in  merchandising  for  ten  years  and 
also  engaged  in  purchasing  grain  and  prod- 
nee.  On  the  expiration  of  that  decade  they 
sold  out  and  Mr.  Bennett  turned  his  attention 
to  the  real  estate  business  and  conveyancing. 
He  was  also  administrator  of  many  of  the  old 
estates  and  his  advice  was  widely  sought  on 
legal  questions.  It  was  conscientiously  given 
to  all  alilie,  unmixed  with  personal  prejudice, 
and  his  honorable  treatment  of  those  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  gained  for  him  the 
strongest  regard  and  friendship.  In  politics 
he  was  a  stanch  democrat  and  in  the  80s,  in 
connection  with  H.  Canfield,  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, he  turned  the  township,  which  had  hith 
erto  been  strongly  republican,  over  to  the  de 
mocracy.  In  1894  he  was  elected  on  the  dem 
ocratie  ticket  to  the  state  legislature  from 
the  ftrst  district  of  Macomb  county.  In  1.89b 
however,  having  been  again  nominated,  he 
was  defeated,  with  the  remainder  of  the  tick 
et.  On  the  organization  of  the  village  of  New 
Haven  in  1869  he  was  chosen  first  assessor  and 
was  afterward  elected  president.  For  many 
years  he  was  very  active  in  township  matters 
and  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor,  township 
clerk  and  township  treasurer,  while  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  was  also  very  prominent  in 
church  work,  being  a  member  of  the  New 
Haven  Congregational  church  and  in  its 
work  he  took  a  most  active  and  helpful  part, 
filling  the  positions  of  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, deacon,  trustee,  clerk  and  treasur- 
er. His  efforts  were  so  interwoven  with  the 
activities  of  the  church  that  his  death  was 
most  deeply  regretted  in  its  membership  and 
his  place  has  been  difficult  to  flU.  He  was  a 
member  of  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A.  F. 


&  A,  M.,  and  also  of  Jli)unt  (.'ifiiieiiM  chapter 
No.  69,  R.  A.  M. 

His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  Adam  A.  Ben- 
nett, died  December  26,  1865,  and  in  1867  Mr. 
Bennett  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  M. 
Worden,  of  Monroe  eounty,  Michigan,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  tlu^e  yet  living, 
namely:  Mrs.  Esther  V.  Lewis,  of  Toletlo, 
Ohio;  Edwin  J.,  who  is  living  in  Springfield, 
Ohio ;  and  Mabel  M,,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
Mr.  Bennett  died  September  30,  1899,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  with  Masonic  honors,  about 
forty  of  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity  at- 
tending the  funeral.  Many  relatives  and  a 
large  concourse  of  friends  gathered  to  pay 
their  last  respects  to  Mr.  Bennett,  who  had 
long  lived  in  their  midst  and  was  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  ever 
been  a  fearless  champion  of  the  right,  an  ad- 
vocate of  reform  and  progress,  and  had  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the  social, 
the  material,  political  and  moral  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  His  name  is  a  syno- 
nym for  integrity,  and  untarnished  was  given 
as  a  precious  legacy  to  his  children.  His 
widow  afterward  removed  to  Ann  Arbor, 
where  she  lived  with  her  daughter  until  her 
death,  August  29,  1903. 

Adam  A,  Bennett  supplemented  his  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  district  school,  by 
study  in  the  high  school  of  New  Haven,,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1881  He  is  also  »  graduate  of  the  Detroit 
Biismess  Universitv  of  the  class  of  1890  and 
he  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  a 
teacher  m  district  No  7  Chesterfield  town- 
ship where  he  lemamed  foi  two  years.  He 
then  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for 
H  R  Hazelton  m  a  geneial  store  at  "Wash- 
ington where  he  spent  seven  years,  after 
whi(,h  he  occupied  a  similar  position  with  A, 
M  Salliotte  a  lumbei  merchant  of  Detroit, 
with  whom  he  spent  two  years  at  Ashley  and 
one  year  at  Detroit.  He  then  resigned  his 
position  in  order  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  postmaster  at  New  Haven,  acting  in  that 
capacity  for  three  years,  when  he  returned 
to  his  former  employer,  Mr.  Salliotte,  but  four 
years  later  was  again  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  ill  health.  He  was,  however,  re- 
tained by  Mr.  Salliotte  as  his  audit(»r  and 
still  fills  that  position.  On  giving  up  the  ac- 
tive work  of  bookkeeping  he  onee  more  took 
up  his  abode  in  New  Haven.  Although  but 
a  young  man  his  legal  advice  is  sought  by 
many.  He  is  connected  with  various  impor- 
tant  real   estate   transactions   and   now   has 
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about  fitW'ii  jK-.viiH  of  his  ]t  pfit\  dnided 
into  village  lots.  He  has  thorousrhlv  mfoimed 
himself  eonceruing  realty  viliies  and  is  en 
abled  to  help  liia  patrons  make  ]udit,ioui,  in 
vestments.  He  in  likewise  a  diiectoi  m  tht 
New  Haven  Savings  Bank  and  is  legaided  is 
one  of  the  representative  and  capable  bnsi 
nc'ss  men  of  his  native  viila^i 

Like  his  father  Mr.  Binmtt  has  alwav. 
been  interested  and  active  in  political  attaira 
and  gives  his  support  to  th  dem  itratic  pir 
ty.  The  first  office  to  which  he  was  called  was 
that  of  postmaster  of  New  Haven  in  1893  and 
in  1895  he  was  elected  township  clerk,  being 
the  only  candidate  on  the  ticket  chosen  for 
<iflie('  that  year.  Again  he  was  elected  in  ISiKi 
and  once  iiioi'l-  in  1900,  and  in  1901  he  was 
elected  supervisor  and  has  since  heen  elected 
for  five  consecutive  terms.  He  has  also  been 
councilman  in  the  village  for  i:ix  years  and 
in  the  discharge  of  the  varied  duties  which 
have  thus  been  assigned  him  lie  has  ever  been 
foinid  |)r-oiii|il,  faillifn!  and  <-a|iabIe.  In  his 
frati'i'iiiit  reliitioiis,  wlici'e  lie  lias  been  hon- 
ori'd  with  iillii-e.  he  In^lon^s  lo  ,Momit  Clemens 
lod^'e.  Xo.  (i,  A,  F.  &  A.  31.;  .Mount  Clemens 
chapter,  No.  tti),  R.  A.  .\I. :  Court  George 
Washington.  No.  1408.  1.  0.  F.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven: and  New  Haven  lodge,  No.  465,  1.  0.  0. 
F.  In  the  last  named  he  has  filled  all  the 
principal  ehaira  and  has  twice  been  elected 
representative  to  the  grand  lodge. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1885,  Mr.  Ben- 
nett was  married  to  Miss  F.  Adella  Dryer,  a 
daughter  of  John  F.  and  Thankful  E.  (Cole) 
Dryer,  of  Lenox  township.  Her  father  was 
horn  in  Neiv  Vorlc  in  1828  and  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  F.  l)i\ver,  who  came  to  Macomb  coun- 
ty in  1837,  settling;'  in  Lenox  township,  where 
he  took  up  I'iiid  I'rom  the  government,  per- 
foinimg  the  aiduous  task  of  developing  a 
new  farm  amid  pioneei  environments.  He  was 
piominent  both  m  church  and  township  af- 
faiis  and  was  the  fiist  clerk  of  Lenox  town- 
ship being  elected  in  1837  and  serving  eon- 
t  nuously  m  that  office  until  1847.  He  was 
ilso  a  membei  of  the  New  Haven  Congrega- 
tionil  ihurch  and  foi  many  years  served  as 
one  of  its  deacons  John  F.  Dryer  was  quiet 
ind  unas&uniing  and  very  industrious,  and  in 
his  faimm^  operations  met  with  success,  ac- 
cumulating a  competence  that  enabled  him  in 
March    1884    to  put  aside  further  business 

lies  \nd  live  letired  in  New  Haven.  There 
he  passed  away  December  14,  1899,  leaving 
I  widow  and  two  childien:  Charles,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  Haven;  and  Mrs.  Bennett.  Unto 


Ml    and  "Mis    Bennett  have  hei'ii  born  two 
sons   Adam  J   and  Neil. 

The  inttrests  which  have  made  claim  upon 
the  time  and  attention  of  Mr.  Bennett  have 
hei.n  varied  for  everj  thing  which  tends  to 
the  betterment  of  conditions  of  mankind, 
f(  r  the  stiniuliis  of  material  progress  or  the 
imprr\ement  of  his  tillage  and  county  re- 
eenes  his  endnsenent  and  assistance.  He 
standh  to  da\  as  a  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  family  and  yet  it  is  his  personal 
woith  that  has  ^aintd  for  him  the  good  will 
and  warm  friendshi])  ot  those  with  whom  he 
has  heen  associated. 

LUDWIG  SIMON. 

Liidwig  Simon,  a  real  estate  dealer  of 
Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  of  Rhine-Ba- 
varia, Germany,  born  November  19,  1856, 
and  is  descended  from  an  old  Huguenot  fam- 
ily, who  were  driven  out  of  France  on  ac- 
count of  their  religious  views  and  located 
in  Rhine-Bavaria.  His  parents  were  Justice 
and  Wilhelmina  (Gotthold)  Simon,  also  na- 
tives of  Rhine-Bavaria,  where  they  spent 
their  entire  lives.  The  father  was  a  mer- 
chant, conducting  a  large  and  profitable 
husiness,  and  was  prominent  in  his  commun- 
ity. He  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years,  while  hia  wife  passed  away  in  1869, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  fifteen  children,  seven  of  whom 
reached  adult  age,  namely :  Louisa,  the  wife 
of  George  Feinthel,  of  the  province  of  Bhine- 
Bavaria;  Carl,  a  retired  merchant  of  Rome. 
New  York;  Ludwig;  Eliza,  deceased;  Gus- 
tav,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  Wilhehiiina : 
and  Henry,  of  Rhine-Bavaria. 

Ludwig  Simon  pursued  his  education  in 
the  province  of  Rhine-Bavaria,  attending 
the  public  schools  and  a  business  college 
there.  He  served  in  the  German  army  for 
two  years,  holding  the  rank  of  corporal,  and 
he  entered  upon  his  business  career  in  his 
father's  store,  where  he  remained  until  his 
father's  death. 

In  July,  1881,  Mr.  Simon  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  first  in  Utica,  New 
York,  where  for  one  year  he  worked  in  a 
book  bindery  owned  by  A.  J.  Purvis.  .  He 
then  entered  upon  an  independent  business 
venture,  purchasing  the  book  bindery  of 
Noble  &  Kelly,  which  he  conducted  until 
1892  in  partnership  with  Fred  E.  Bamum, 
under  the  name  of  Simon  &  Barnum.  In  the 
year  mentioned  he   sold   out   and   came   to 
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Mount  Clemens  to  take  the  baths,  suffering 
from  rheumatism.  He  was  much  benefited 
here  and  concluded  to  remain,  so  that  he 
soon  afterward  opened  a  real  estate  office 
and  has  since  engaged  in  this  business,  meet- 
ing with  gratifying  success.  He  now  lias 
a  good  clientage  and  is  thoroughly  informed 
concerning  realty  values  in  this  city  and 
the  surrounding  districts.  He  has  nego- 
tiated many  important  realty  transfers  and 
is  a  most  enterprising,  wide-awake  business 
man.  In  1904  he  built  the  first  house  of 
cement  in  Mount  Clemens  and  is  now  occu- 
pying this  attractive  residence. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1893,  at  St.  Cath- 
arines, Ontario,  Mr.  Simon  was  married  to 
Miss  Netta  Dolson,  who  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  St.  Joseph's  eon- 
vent  at  St.  Catharines,  receiving  instruc- 
tion in  French,  English  and  domestic  sci- 
ence, in  addition  to  various  classical  studies. 
Unto  them  has  been  bom  a  son,  Ludwig 
Carl  Goodfellow. 

Samuel  Goodfellow  Dolson,  Mrs.  Simon's 
father,  is  a  native  of  Lewiston,  New  York, 
and  of  Holland  Dutch  lineage.  In  1830, 
when  about  three  years  old,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  St.  Cath- 
arines, Ontario,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
becoming  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  that  place.  He  owned  and  conducted 
a  large  lumber  yard,  and  as  a  contractor 
and  architect  has  erected  three  hundred 
dwellings,  ranging  in  cost  from  four 
hundred  to  ten  thousand  dollars ;  twen- 
ty business  blocks ;  one  bank ;  a  Ma- 
sonic temple ;  an  Odd  Fellows  building ;  four 
churches;  six  large  schoolhouses ;  a  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollar  convent;  a  courthouse; 
manufacturing  buildings  and  hotels.  He  is 
now  supervising  architect  of  the  new  armory 
at  St.  Catharines,  costing  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  of  St.  Catharines ;  has  filled  the 
office  of  assessor  for  thirty-seven  consecu- 
tive years;  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  health  for  fifteen  years.  For  fifty- 
three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  society;  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge ;  and  has  also 
held  office  in  the  grand  lodge  of  Ontario, 
being  grand  secretary,  grand  master,  grand 
representative  to  the  supreme  grand  lodge 
of  the  United  States,  grand  patriarch  in  the 
grand  encampment  of  Ontario,  and  grand 
representative  of  the  patriarchal  branch  of 
the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
foiir  years  he  also  .joined  the  Masons  and  has 


attained  the  degrees  of  the  Koyal  Arch 
chapter,  in  which  he  has  held  the  principal 
offices.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the 
blue  lodge. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age  Jlr.  Dol- 
son married  Miss  Henrietta  Moffatt,  who  was 
bom  in  Watertown,  New  York,  and  was  then 
nineteen  years  of  age.  On  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1901,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding, there  being  about  eighty  guests  pres- 
ent, and  it  proved  a  very  enjoyable  event. 
Unto  this  worthy  couple  were  born  nin<? 
daughters,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living, 
namely :  Eliza  Ellen,  the  widow  of  Fred- 
erick "Witbeck  and  a  resident  of  Lockport. 
New  York;  Frances  M.,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Usher,  who  is  connected  with  the  large  ce- 
ment works  at  Queenstown,  Ontario;  Addie 
Louise,  the  widow  of  Thomas  W.  Cole,  of 
Chicago;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Harry  Stork,  a 
magician,  of  Rochester,  New  York;  Har- 
riett S.,  the  widow  of  James  (t.  Frank,  of 
Chicago;  Mrs.  Simon;  and  Josephine,  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Charles  Roeber,  who  is  inter- 
ested in  the  oil  fields  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  Those  deceased  are  Marietta  and  Jen- 
nie. 

Mr.  Simon  belongs  to  Moimt  Clemens 
lodge.  No,  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  and  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Oriental  lodge  at  Utiea,  New 
York,  in  1895.  He  was  confirmed  in  the 
(ierman  Lutheran  church  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church.  Although  many 
have  longer  been  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  Mount  Clemens,  none  are 
more  typically  representative  of  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  city  than  Mr.  Simon, 
who  by  his  enterprising  methods  and  keen 
business  discrimination  has  gained  success, 
becoming  a  leading  resident  of  his  adopted 
city. 


SIMON  II.  IlEATTT. 


Simon  H.  Heath,  who  is  filling  the  pi)sition 
of  postmaster  at  Richmond,  is  a  native  of 
the  Empire  state,  his  birth  having  occurred 
at  Carleton,  Orleans  county,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1840.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Simon  Heath,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  removed  from  the  old  Granite  state 
to  Vermont,  while  later  he  became  a  resident 
of  Orleans  county.  New  York,  where  his 
death  occurred.  His  son,  John  Heath,  born 
in  Vermont,  remained  a  resident  of  New 
York  for  a  number  of  years  and  on  emignil- 
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ins  t"  -Miflii^aii  lofiitcd  iiuar  Hillsdale,  where 
he  tui'iii-'d  his  attention  to  farming.  Jle 
wedded  ilary  E.  Strickland,  who  was  born 
in  the  state  of  New  York, 

Simon  H.  Heath  of  this  review  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  the  otd  farm  home  at  Hills- 
dale, where  he  remained  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  when  hp  eame  to  Richmond  and 
was  engaged  in  clerking  in  the  Pioneer  store, 
a  general  store  and  postofflee.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  July,  1864.  In  July,  1861, 
he  had  offered  liis  services  to  the  government 
in  response  to  the  call  for  ninety  thousand 
troops.  His  half-brother  having  enlisted  and 
the  regiment  being  full  when  he  enrolled, 
Simon  H.  Heath  came  to  Richmond  and  ac- 
cepted the  position  which  his  half-brother 
had  filled.  After  three  years,  however,  he 
joined  the  army  as  a  member  of  Company 
H,  Fourth  Michigan  Infautrj',  under  Colonel 
Hall,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Adrian,  Michi- 
gan, The  command  went  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, and  afterward  to  Decatur,  Alabama, 
being  engaged  largely  in  picket  duty.  Con- 
tinuing in  that  section  of  the  country  for 
about  a  year  he  was  then  honorably  dis- 
charged in  September,  1865,  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  ill-health,  owing  to  the  hard- 
ships and  rigors  of  war.  For  about  a  year 
thereafter  he  was  incapacitated  for  business 
life. 

In  1866  he  came  to  Richmond  and  returned 
to  his  old  employer.  He  continued  clerking 
here  until  1871,  when  he  made  a  trip  to 
Kansas,  where  he  spent  two  years  and  upon 
again  coming  to  Richmond  he  once  more  fol- 
lowed clerking.  In  1876,  however,  he  began 
business  for  hhnself ,  conducting  his  store  for 
seven  years.  He  was  then  appointed  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  subse- 
quently he  re-entered  commercial  circles  in 
Richmond,  purchasing  a  book  store  and  news- 
stand. In  July,  1889,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master of  Richmond  by  President  Harrison, 
filling  the  position  for  four  years,  and  was 
again  appointed  by  President  SIcKinley  and 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1905,  was  reappointed 
by  President  Roosevelt,  at  which  time  the  of- 
fice was  raised  to  the  third  class.  He  is  now 
acting  in  this  capacity  and  gives  a  practical 
and  satisfactory  administration  to  the  pa- 
trons of  the  office.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  conveyancing  and  insur- 
ance business  and  he  has  acted  as  executor 
in  the  settlement  of  many  estates.  Frequent- 
ly his  appointment  was  unknown  until  the 
will  was  read.  He  is  a  man  of  unquestioned 
integrity  in  all  biisines.s  affairs  and  be(^atise 


of  this  many  evidences  of  public  trust  and 
confidence  have  been  bestowed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Heath  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss 
Anna  0.  Beebe,  of  Richmond,  Michigan,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Beebe,  the  eldest  of 
the  three  Beebe  brothers  who  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  place.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Heath  have  been  bom  the  following  named: 
J.  Alexander ;  Charles  H.,  who  is  now  in  tlie 
postal  service  on  the  rural  free  delivery 
route;  and  Maud  I.,  deceased.  Mr.  Heath, 
aside  from  the  postoffice,  has  filled  other  local 
offices,  having  been  township  tremiurer  for 
seven  years  and  township  clerk  for  two 
terras.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for 
twenty-two  years,  his  incumbency  outlasting 
that  of  any  other  man  who  has  filled  the 
position.  His  decisions  are  strictly  fair  and 
impartial,  being  based  upon  the  evidence,  the 
law  in  the  case  and  the  equity  involved.  He 
holds  membersliip  with  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  for  forty  years  has  been 
a  Mason,  exemplifying  in  his  life  the  public 
spirit  of  the  craft.  He  is  a  leading  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  his  community,  his 
friends  recognizing  his  genial  spirit  and 
worth  and  according  him  their  confidence  and 
good  will. 


FRANCIS  J.  MILLER, 

Francis  J.  Miller,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
F.  J.  I\Iiller  &  Brother,  dealers  in  hardware, 
farm  implements,  paints  and  oils  at  Center 
Line,  was  born  on  a  farm  near  the  village, 
October  7,  1870,  and  is  of  German  lineage, 
his  paternal  grandparents  being  John  Peter 
and  Margaret  (Vouspender)  Miller,  who  were 
natives  of  the  fatherland  and  with  their  fam- 
ily eame  to  America  in  1842,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 22,  Warren  township,  jiacomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  what  is  now  the  Center  Line 
district,  which  was  then  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness  in  which  the  Indians  were  en- 
camped and  in  which  wild  animals  had  their 
haunts.  Owing  to  the  death  of  the  grand- 
father the  year  following  his  aiTival  in  this 
country  the  toil  and  hardships  of  clearing 
the  homestead  fell  upon  the  mother  and  her 
four  children :  Joseph,  now  of  Detroit ;  Pe- 
ter, who  died  in  1898;  Mary  Ann,  now  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Kramer,  of  Warren  township : 
and  Mathias,  who  was  then  only  seven  years 
of  age. 

Mathias  Miller  was  born  in  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, March  7,  1836,  and  was  therefore  only 
six  years  of  age  when  his  parents  crossed  the 


Hostco  0,  Google 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


Atlantic  to  the  ni'w  world.  His  education 
was  only  such  as  the  district  schools  of  those 
early  days  afforded  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  to  wovk  he  assisted  on  the  farm, 
of  which  he  took  charge  in  1855,  afterward 
caring  for  his  mother  until  her  death  in 
1876,  and  thus  repaying  her  in  part  for  the 
care  and  training  which  she  gave  him  in  his 
youth  and  for  the  saerifiees  she  made  for 
her  family.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  at  Center  Ijine  and  alst>  of  St,  Clem- 
ens Aid  Society. 

On  the  17th  of  Jannary,  1865,  Mathias 
Miller  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Neu- 
gabauer,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1845 
and  in  1853  was  brought  to  Macomb  county 
by  her  parents,  Francis  Joseph  Neugahauer 
and  his  wife,  of  Warren  township.  By  this 
marriage  the  foUowiug  children  were  born: 
Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Delray,  Michigan;  Francis  J.;  Rob- 
ert A.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Miller 
Brothers;  Mrs.  Joseph  Jerou,  of  Warreai 
townsliip;  Margaret,  a  Sister  of  Providence 
in  St,  Mary's  of  the  Woods  Convent,  at  St. 
Mary's,  Indiana;  Mrs.  Joseph  Murphy,  of 
Sterling  township;  Katherine,  of  Center 
Line ;  John  William,  Irene  and  Edith,  all  on 
the  home  farm.  All  of  the  children  are 
prominent  in  musical  circles  and  nearly  all 
are  members  of  the  choir  of  St.  Clemens 
church,  while  Mrs.  Miller  is  president  of  St. 
Mary's  Aid  Society. 

Francis  J.  Miller  was  educated  in  St. 
Clemens  school  and  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  1891,  after  which  he  en- 
paged  in  the  saloon  business  until  1896.  He 
then  returned  to  the  farm,  but  after  a  year 
opened  an  implement  and  hardware  store  in 
Center  Line,  carrying  a  large  line  of  farm 
implements,  general  hardware,  paints  and 
supplies.  In  1902  he  admitted  his  brother 
Robert  to  a  partnership  under  the  present 
firm  style  of  F.  J.  Miller  &  Brother,  Mr, 
Miller  has  proved  himself  a  man  of  excep- 
tional business  ability  and  has  succeeded  in 
building  up  an  extensive  trade.  His  success 
is  attributable  to  his  own  efforts  and  to  his 
earnest  efforts  to  meet  the  wishes  of  his 
patrons. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1896,  Mr.  Miller 
was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Kramer,  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Kramer, 
of  Detroit.  They  have  six  children:  Con- 
stance, Leona,  Urban,  Mildred,  Edward  and 
Margaret,  all  at  home.  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  sis- 
ter of  Rev.  John  F.  Kramer,  of  St,  Clemens 
church,  and  belongs  to  St.  Jlary's  Aid   So- 


ciety. Mr.  Miller  is  also  a  comiiumicant  of 
that  church  and  belongs  to  St.  Clemens  So- 
ciety. He  is  affiliated  with  the  German  Ar- 
beiter,  of  Warren,  and  Warren  tent.  No. 
635,  K.  0.  T,  M.,  and  in  politics  is  a  demo- 
crat. In  1895  he  was  elected  township  treas- 
urer and  the  following  year  was  re-elected. 
Ilis  history  presents  a  type  of  civic  ami 
church  loyalty,  of  devotion  to  his  family  ariil 
of  reliability  in  business  relations. 


ELMEli  V.  Sl'TTON. 


Elmer  V.  Sutton,  who  is  filling  the  office 
of  register  of  deeds,  was  born  in  Richmond, 
Macomb  county,  February  23,  1868.  He  be- 
longs to  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of 
this  locality,  his  paternal  grandfather,  James 
H.  Sutton,  having  settled  in  Ray  township 
in  1839.  There  he  secured  land  and  begaTi 
farming,  but  subsequently  he  removed  to 
Richmond  township,  where  his  remaining 
days  were  passed.  His  death  occurred  in 
1883,  when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  He  had  taken  a  helpful  part  in  the 
early  progress  and  improvement  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  state  and  because  of  his  activity 
and  material  assistance  his  name  should  be 
inscribed  high  on  the  roll  of  honored  pio- 
neer citizens  of  Macomb  county.  His  son, 
Charles  H.  Sutton,  was  born  near  Batavia, 
New  York,  April  13,  1835,  and  was,  there- 
fore, quite  young  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan.  Here  he  was  reared  upon 
the  home  farm  amid  pioneer  environments 
and  he  became  familiar  with  the  labor  neces- 
sary to  the  development  and  cultivation  of 
the  fields.  He  married  Eliza  A.  Stuart,  also 
a  native  of  New  York,  her  birth  occurring 
in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia,  July  9,  1837.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Anna  R. 
(Victory)  Stuart,  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state,  who  in  1844,  removed  to  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Sutton  became  the 
parents  of  three  children :  John  R.,  born 
October  13,  1860,  who  was  elected  on  the 
republican  ticket  and  is  serving  as  assessor 
of  Adams  county,  Colorado ;  Elmer  V, ;  and 
Charles  S.,  who  was  born  February  12, 1874, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Richmond 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Elmer  V.  Sutton  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  home  farm  in  Richmond  township,  began 
his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
continued  his  studies  in  the  high  school  of 
the  village  of  Richmond,  where  he  was  grad- 
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naffil  with  the  class  of  1889.  He  afterward 
spent  two  years  in  Denver,  Colorado,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He 
went  to  the  west  in  March,  1890,  and  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1892,  when  he  re- 
turned home  and  took  charge  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  operated  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  removed  to 
Richmond,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
laimdry  business  for  seven  years,  or  until 
1901.  He  then  gave  his  attention  to  vari- 
ous pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  oiBee  of  register  of  deeda 
of  JIacomb  county  on  the  republican  ticket, 
receiving  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two.  On  the  expiration  of  his  first 
tenu  he  was  re-eleeted  by  the  largest  ma- 
jority ever  given  to  any  candidate  on  the 
republican  ticket  in  Macomb  county,  hav- 
uig  a  plurality  of  about  sixteen  hundred  and 
fifty  three,  his  home  town  of  Richmond  giv- 
ing him  a  plurality  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-five.  His  opponent  only  received  one 
hui]dred  and  two  votes  of  the  entire  num- 
ber east  in  that  township.  At  his  first  elec- 
tion he  received  in  the  township  of  Rich- 
mond four  hundred  and  four  votes,  while 
his  opponent  only  received  ninety-four.  He 
had  made  an  excellent  record  as  an  offieer 
and  his  elections  have  certainly  been  proof 
of  his  pergonal  popularity  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen.  He 
is  careful  and  systematic  in  the  work  of 
the  office,  faithful  and  true  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him  and  through  his  official  serv- 
ice has  won  the  high  commendation  of  the 
general  public.  The  office  is  managed  on 
strictly  business  principles  and  he  has  more 
than  fulfilled  the  claims  of  his  friends.  That 
he  has  become  popular  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  carried  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens 
by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  two,  when 
it  usually  returns  a  strong  democratic  ma- 
jority. Promptness  and  courtesy  character- 
ize his  treatment  of  all  who  have  business 
to  transact  in  his  office,  and  his  genial  and 
unassuming  manner  and  kindly  spirit  well 
qualify  him  for  the  duties  of  his  position. 
He  has  also  held  offices  in  his  township,  hav- 
ing served  as  clerk  and  as  treasurer  for 
two  years  each. 

The  home  life  of  Mr.  Sutton  has  been  very 
pleasant.  He  was  happily  married  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1892,  to  Miss  Cornelia  Eng- 
land, a  daughter  of  John  and  Cornelia  (Ste- 
vens) England,  of  this  county.  Their  chil- 
dren are :  Mabel  S.,  born  May  12,  1893 ;  E. 
:\[er]e,  January  1,  1897;  Tla  V.,  October  20, 


1898 ;  and  Mildred  A.,  October  4,  1904.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Sutton  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  while  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  he 
has  taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  served 
as  secretary  of  the  lodge  at  Richmond,  also 
of  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  there.  Mr.  Sut- 
ton does  not  belong  to  that  class  of  political 
leaders  who  court  public  favor  at  the  ex- 
pense of  their  private  opinions,  but  through 
trixe  nobility  of  character  has  gained  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen, 
and  enjoys  the  warm  personal  regard  of 
many  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact  socially,  politically  and  through 
business  relations. 


JOHN  IIENKY  WILSON. 

John  Henry  Wilson  is  among  the  worthy 
citizens  that  England  has  furnished  to  Ma- 
comb county,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Nottinghamshire,  October  12,  1834.  He  now 
resides  in  Armada  township,  successfully 
following  the  occupation  of  farming  on  sec- 
tion 6.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Cook)  Wilson.  His  father,  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, came  to  America  in  1836  and  for 
some  time  thereafter  was  a  resident  of  De- 
troit, whence  he  removed  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens. In  1842  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Ber- 
lin, St.  Clair  county,  Jlichigan,  walking 
through  the  woods  from  Mount  Clemens  in 
company  with  his  son  John  H.,  who  was 
then  eight  years  of  age.  They  drove  with 
them  a  cow  and  had  to  make  their  own  path 
as.  there  were  no  roads  at  the  time.  The 
father  built  a  log  cabin  sixteen  by  sixteen 
feet,  with  bark  on  both  sides  of  the  logs, 
and  there  was  also  a  bark  roof  and  stone 
fireplace.  The  floor  was  made  of  split  bass- 
wood  logs.  In  those  days  the  Indians  were 
very  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  state  and 
the  entire  district  was  largely  in  its  primi- 
tive condition.  Bears  were  frequently  seen 
in  the  forests  and  there  were  many  deer  and 
wild  turkeys,  so  that  the  settlers  did  not 
lack  for  meat  on  their  tables.  The  father 
died  in  July,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years,  and  the  mother  in  November,  1890,  at 
the  same  age. 

John  Henry  Wilson  was  reared  amid  pio- 
neer conditions,  sharing  with  the  family  in 
all  the  hardships  and  trials  that  are  imposed 
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by  frontier  life.  He  assisted  in  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  a  home  farm  and  in  1858, 
when  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on 
section  6  and  began  the  development  of  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  although 
he  has  since  extended  its  boundaries  from 
time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  acres  of  land.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  were  few,  but  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  he  pursued  his  studies  in  an  old 
log  sehooUioiise.  He  possessed,  however, 
strong  determination  and  energy  and  won 
success  in  the  business  world.  Throughout 
his  entire  life  he  has  followed  farming  and 
is  to-day  classed  with  the  substantial  agri- 
culturists of  his  community,  having  an  ex- 
eellent  tract  of  land,  well  equipped  with 
modern  improvements. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1860,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Shep- 
herd, who  was  born  in  Perthshire,  Scot- 
land, October  5,  1839,  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Annie  (Lamond)  Shepherd,  Her  father 
eame  to  America  in  1856  and  settled  in  Ber- 
lin township,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs,  "Wilson  were  born  nine 
ehUdren:  Albert  N.,  bom  July  21,  1861, 
is  a  farmer,  of  Armada  township.  He  mar- 
ried Addie  Powers  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, but  one  has  passed  away,  EUora,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Will  H.  Berk,  a  produce 
merchant,  of  Detroit,  and  died  December  1, 
1904,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lois  E.  Cyrus  T. 
was  born  May  6,  1863,  and  died  March  17, 
1864.  Peter  H.,  born  December  31,  1864, 
and  now  follows  farming  on  section  5,  Ar- 
mada township,  married  Addie  Draper  and 
has  three  children.  Mary  J.,  born  January 
7,  1867,  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a 
few  years,  then  pur.?ued  a  busings  educa- 
tion at  Ypsilanti  and  is  now  a  bookkeeper  in 
Detroit.  John  T.,  bom  October  26,  1868, 
is  a  farmer  of  Berlin  township,  St.  Clair 
county.  He  married  Rose  Draper  and  had 
three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living.  Rob- 
ert A.,  born  June  1,  1872,  lives  at  home,  but 
owns  a  farm  on  sections  8  and  9,  Armada 
township.  Sarah,  born  July  3,  1875,  taught 
school  for  four  years  in  Macomb  county  and 
one  year  in  Lapeer  county.  She  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Normal  Conservatory  at  Ypsi- 
lanti and  taught  music  for  one  year,  but  is 
now  at  home  keeping  house  for  her  father. 
David  S.,  born  June  23,  1877,  and  James  W., 
bom  October  4,  1879,  have  formed  a  part- 
nership and  are  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness at  Smith,  St.  Clair  county. 


Mr.  Wilson  votes  with  the  republican 
party,  having  supported  its  presidential  can- 
didates since  casting  his  first  vote  for  John 
C.  Fremont.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Grange  and  holds  to  the  religious  faith  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  was 
to  him  a  faithful  companion  and  helpmate, 
sharing  with  him  the  hardships  and  trials 
as  well  as  the  pleasures  of  life.  Her  noble, 
self-sacrificing  spirit  was  felt  not  alone  in 
the  home  but  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity, where  she  was  familiarly  and  lov- 
ingly known  as  Grandma  Wilson.  She  died 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1904. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  spent  almost  his  entire 
life  in  Michigan  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  has  been  a  resident  of  Macomb 
county.  Almost  three  score  years  and  ten 
have  passed  since  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  this  state  and  he  has  therefore  wit- 
nessed the  greater  part  of  its  development 
and  improvement.  The  knowledge  that  oth- 
ers have  gained  concerning  the  growth  and 
upbuilding  of  the  state  through  reading  and 
the  study  of  history  has  come  to  him  as  a 
matter  of  experience  and  observation  and  lie 
is  therefore  acquainted  with  the  chief  events 
of  what  have  formed  the  annals  of  Macomb 
county. 


MRS.  HARRIET  E.  CUYLER. 

Mrs.  Harriet  B.  Cuyler,  who  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Mount  Clemens  and 
throughout  the  surrounding  country,  wa;; 
born  in  Norwich,  Canada,  April  15,  185:i. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  Woodrow,  a  nativi' 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Qua 
ker  descent.  He  was  born  in  1811,  and  in 
early  life  went  to  Canada,  where  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Rooney,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Ireland  in  1807,  she  being  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  the  new 
world.  This  worthy  couple  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  all  born  in  Canada. 
namely:  Mary  J,  is  now  the  wife  of  Johu 
Collins,  a  farmer  of  Lapeer  county,  Jlichi- 
gan,  and  their  children  are  Nettie,  Mary, 
Ella,  Fred,  Ida,  Daniel  and  Emma.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Collins  hold  membership  in  the  Sletho- 
dist  Episcopal  church  and  he  is  a  democrat 
in  politics.  Amos  Bidwell  Woodrow,  who 
was  a  lumberman  of  Menominee,  Michigan, 
was  killed  at  Badaxe.  He  was  a  supporter 
of  the  republican  party  and  was  a  member 
(if  the  ]\retliodifit  Episcopal  church  and  the 
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Masoiii(i  fraternity.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married  Naney  Harris,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter,  Eiiada  Cecilia,  and  his  second  wife 
was  Louise  Robertson,  Naney  A.  Woodrow 
married  William  Hosner,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  they  have  a  son,  W.  W.  Hosner, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  who  first  married  Jennie 
Hall,  now  deceased,  second  married  Edna 
Fay,  of  Stratford,  Ontario.  William 
Hosner  is  also  a  Mason  and  a  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Joseph  E.  Woodrow,  a  millwright 
and  carpenter,  of  Lapeer  county,  has  been 
twice  married  and  by  the  first  union  had 
one  daughter,  Ada,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward G.  Vandawalker,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
Ann  Arbor  University  and  is  now  engaged 
in  practice  at  Buttons  Bay,  Michigan.  For 
his  second  wife  Joseph  E.  Woodrow  married 
Hattie  Thomas,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  to 
them  were  born  two  sons  r  Henry  E.,  who 
married  Retta  Bradshaw  and  is  a  dentist 
of  Lansing;  and  Herbert,  who  married  Ag- 
nes Papenau  and  is  a  fireman  on  the  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad,  living  at  Port  Huron. 
Louise  M.  Woodrow  has  l)een  quite  a  mu- 
sician since  a  small  child  and  has  engaged 
in  teaching  that  art.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a  resi- 
dent of  North  Branch,  Michigan,  where  she 
owns  a  farm.  Emma  A.  Woodrow  married 
Elijah  Barrett,  engineer  in  a  sawmill  in  La- 
peer county,  and  she  died  leaving  one  son, 
Edgar,  who  is  engaged  in  lumbering  with 
his  uncle.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  her  husband  is  a 
democrat  in  politics.  A.  B.  Woodrow  is  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Cuyler  is  the  .youngest  member 
of  the  family  now  living.  Two  children, 
Matilda  and  James,  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Ciiyler  was  principall.v  reared  and 
educated  at  Attica.  Lapeer  comity,  Michi- 
gan, and  when  a  young  lady  learned  dress- 
making. On  the  19th  of  April.  1872,  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  W^illiam  B. 
Cuyler,  who  was  bora  in  Newmarket,  Can- 
ada, March  23,  1846,  and  came  to  Michigan 
in  1863,  locating  at  Attica,  where  he  was 
employed  as  head  sawyer  and  engineer  in 
his  father's  mill  for  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to  pho- 
tography, and  being  a  natiu-al  artist  he  met 
with  great  success  in  that  undertaking.  He 
conducted  a  studio  at  Lapeer  for  a  time  and 
then  removed  to  Romeo,  Macomb  county, 
where   he   successfully   engaged    in   business 


until  ill  health  forced  him  to  leave.  During 
the  following  five  years  he  was  a  resident 
of  Colorado,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing views  of  outdoor  life,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  located  at  Delphi,  Indiana, 
where  he  carried  on  a  photographic  gallery 
for  about  two  years.  He  next  opened  a 
fine  studio  at  Greenfield,  Indiana,  where  in 
connection  with  photography  he  also  does 
portrait  work  and  oil  painting,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  marked  success  at  that  place.  By 
his  ballot  he  supports  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  democratic  party,  and  he  afiiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cuyler  were  born  three 
children :  Nina  Kittie,  the  eldest,  was  born 
November  19,  1874,  and  was  graduated  at 
St.  Mary's  Academy  at  Windsor,  Ontario. 
On  her  return  home  she  was  ill  from  over- 
study  and  died  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1893,  being  laid  to  rest  in  Clinton  Grove 
cemetery.  Laurette  M.,  born  March  27,  1878, 
is  also  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary's  Academy, 
Windsor,  Ontario.  She  was  married  April 
19,  1904,  m  Detroit,  to  Richard  B.  R«mer,  a 
composer  and  music  publisher  now  living  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  was  born  in  Monaca, 
Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1881,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  August  C.  and  Emma  (Blatt) 
Remer,  the  former  a  native  of  France  and 
the  latter  of  Monaca,  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  only  eleven  .years  of  age  when 
he  came  to  America.  Richard  B.  Remer 
easts  his  ballot  with  the  republican  party. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Benev- 
olent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member 
of  the  English  Lutheran  church,  while  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Mount  Clemens.  Zoe  Letta,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Cuyler, 
was  born  August  8,  1881,  and  died  October 
12,  1892,  her  remains  being  interred  in  Clin- 
ton Grove  cemetery. 

While  her  husband  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness elsewhere  Mrs.  Cuyler  conducted  a  pho- 
tographic gallery  in  Mount  Clemens  for 
seven  years,  and  in  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness she  displayed  marked  ability  and  artis- 
tic taste.  She  finally  sold  out  in  1894  to  A. 
C.  Novess,  who  in  turn  sold  to  A.  F,  Mann, 
the  present  proprietor.  Since  then  Mrs. 
Cuyler  has  lived  retired  and  now  makes  her 
home    with    her    dtiufrhter,    Jlrs,    Remer,    at 
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122  Cass  avenue.  She  is  a  woman  of  many 
admirable  traits  of  character  and  lias  a  host 
of  friends  in  Mount  Clemens. 


CALVIN  I).  {;huech. 

Calvin  D.  Church,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  St.  John  &  Church,  of  Utica,  was  born 
September  5,  1858,  in  Shelby  township,  Ma- 
comb county.  His  father,  Haswell  Church, 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  1840,  making  the  journey  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal  and  across  the  country  to 
his  destination.  He  was  a  carpenter,  joiner 
and  millwright  and  he  worked  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Utica  and  other  places  in  the  coun- 
ty. Finally  he  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Shel- 
by township  and  successfully  carried  on  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
sheriff  by  the  soldier  vote,  but  this  vote  was 
thrown  out.  In  1866,  however,  he  was  again 
a  candidate  and  was  elected  at  that  time  and 
again  in  1868,  thus  serving  for  two  terms. 
He  held  the  office  of  township  treasurer  for 
a  number  of  years  and  while  thus  engaged 
lost  some  money. by  receiving  wildcat  cur- 
rency. He  figured  prominent^  in  industrial, 
mercantile  and  political  circles  at  an  early 
day  and  was  a  valued  resident  of  his  com- 
munity^ He  married  Mary  Ann  Davis,  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
of  Maeomb  county,  the  first  of  the  name  here 
coming  from  New  York  when  few  were  the 
settlements  which  had  been  made  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  The  grandfather,  Calvin  Davis, 
arrived  about  1812  and  was  a  man  of  marked 
influence  in  his  community,  his  career  re- 
fleeting  credit  and  honor  upon  the  state 
which  honored  him.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  first  state  legislature  and  was  the  first 
postmaster  in  the  town  of  Macomb.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church  were  bom  the  follow- 
ing named :  Frank  S.,  a  member  of  the  po- 
lice force  and  a  custom  house  officer  at  Bay 
City,  Michigan,  is  married  and  has  three 
sons  and  two  daughters ;  Fannie  and  Nettie 
died  in  infancy;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  A.  E. 
Van  Eps,  an  abstractor,  of  Mount  Clemens, 
and  they  have  one  daughter;  Johnnie  B. 
died  in  infancy ;  Calvin  D.  is  the  next  of  the 
family;  Sylvia  was  the  wife  of  James  H. 
St.  John  and  died  in  1884 ;  Jennie  L.  is  the 
wife  of  E.  H.  Conner,  a  traveling  man  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  has  two  sons;  Florence 
is  the  widow  of  John  Weltz  and  with  one 
daughter  resides  in  Mount  Clemens;  Fisk 
H.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 


Calvin  D..  Church  continued  his  studies  in 
the  schools  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Davis  and 
after  pursuing  a  high  school  course  he  began 
farming  at  Davis,  following  that  pursuit  for 
ten  or  twelve  years.  He  was  afterward  in 
the  hardwood  and  lumber  business  at  differ- 
ent points,  buying  and  shipping  all  over  the 
state  and  when  two  years  had  passed  in  that 
manner  he  came  to  Utica,  where  in  1894  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  James  H.  St, 
John  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  coal, 
lumber  and  grain  trade.  The  firm  has  a  large 
business  in  handling  these  commodities  and 
they  enjoy  an  excellent  reputation  as  alert, 
enterprising  and  progressive  business  men. 
Mr.  Church  is  also  owner  of  a  farm  lying  in 
the  corporate  limits  of  the  village. 

In  April,  1892,  Calvin  D.  Church  wedded 
Parmelia  St.  John,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Myrtie  (Wright)  St.  John,  of  Shelby  town- 
ship, this  county.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Utica  high  school,  was  educated  in  the  De- 
troit Conservatory  of  Music,  was  a  pupil  of 
Professor  Hahn  and  taught  music  in  the 
vicinity  of  Utica  for  several  years.  Sho 
has  superior  talent  in  that  direction  and  is 
a  valued  factor  in  social  circles  here.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Church  have  two  children:  Fisk 
St.  John,  born  February  26,  1895;  and  Clar- 
ence Harry,  born  December  29,  1896,  both 
in  school.  Mr.  Church  has  always  been  a 
republican  and  he  belongs  to  the  Foresters 
of  Utica,  and  the  Hoo  Hoo.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ehurch. 
Without  extraordinary  family  or  pecuniary 
advantages  at  the  commencement  of  life  he 
has  battled  earnestly  and  energetically  and 
hy  indomitable  courage  and  energy  has 
achieved  both  character  and  a  competency. 


AUGUST  R.  HAHN. 

In  every  community  are  found  men  of 
enterprise  and  energy  whose  business  activ- 
ity proves  an  important  element  of  public 
prosperity  and  progress.  To  this  class  in 
Utica  belongs  Mr.  Hahn,  who  was  bom  in 
Pasewalk,  in  Pomerania,  Germany,  Decem- 
ber 26,  1856,  his  parents  being  Frederick 
and  Mary  (Engel)  Hahn.  The  father  was 
captain  of  a  boat  sailing  on  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  Germany  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
In  1869  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
settling  four  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  purchased  land  in  Ma- 
comb township  and  began  the  development 
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of  a  i'ai'ni  iipdii  which  hf  still  resides.  Ik' 
has  now  been  a  Jeadiiiff  agricuJtiirist  of  his 
community  for  thirty-six  years  and  is  well 
known  in  his  part  of  the  county.  His  wife 
died  in  1900.  In  their  family  were  fonr 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  of  this  mim- 
ber  six  are  yet  living,  as  follows:  Augnst; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Havel,  a  resi- 
dent of  Maeomb  township;  Angiista.  the 
wife  of  Chris  Kamien,  a  farmer  of  the  same 
township;  Ernst,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Utica,  where  he  is  engaged  in  huwness 
with  his  brother  August;  "Willianj,  who  is 
employed  in  a  hardware  store  in  Utiea ; 
John,  who  is  married  and  lives  on  the  ohl 
family  homestead. 

Aiignst  R.  Hahii,  the  oldest  member  of 
the  fainily,  pursued  his  education  in  Ger- 
many, where  for  six  years  he  attended  school 
and  was  a  pupil  of  the  same  teacher  who 
directed  his  mother's  education  in  her  early 
girlhood.  He  was  twelve  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
America  and  here  he  worked  upon  a  fanii 
for  four  years,  after  which  he  began  learn- 
ing the  miller's  trade.  He  began  as  a  rouf-ta 
bout,  bnt  after  about  a  year  was  promoted 
and  was  gradually  advanced,  in  recognition 
of  his  ability  and  capable  service,  until  he 
was  made  head  miller.  Subsequently  he 
leased  the  mill,  which  he  operated  for  two 
years,  and  then  with  the  capital  which  he 
had  acquired  through  his  own  labors,  he 
embarked  in  the  hardware  trade  in  18S8, 
purchasing  the  hardware  stock  of  John 
Ilasely  for  twenty-six  hundred  dollars.  This 
stock  he  continually  increased  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  trade  until  he  now 
carries  a  stock  valued  at  eight  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  he  has  also  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  building  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  his  biisiness.  He  carries 
not  only  shelf  and  heavy  hardware  but  also 
a  good  line  of  farm  implements,  and  draws 
a  gratifying  trade  from  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country.  He  has  the  largest  hard- 
ware store  in  Utica  and  in  additien  to  this 
he  owns  stock  in  the  "Utica  Creamer.v  and 
good  property  in  the  town. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1881,  Mr.  Hahn 
was  married  to  Miss  Frederieka  Boetteher, 
a  daughter  of  Christoph  and  Dorothea 
(Bresieui)  Boetteher.  Her  parents  were  res- 
idents of  Pomerania,  Germany,  where  Mrs. 
Hahn  was  born.  There  are  seven  children 
of  this  marriage:  Albert,  twenty  years  of 
age,  who  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
of  Utica  and  is  now  a  clerk  in  his  father's 


store;  Dorothea,  sixteen  years  of  age:  Ag- 
nes, fifteen;  Benno,  twelve;  Hugo,  who  was 
born  in  1890;  Gertrude,  who  is  ten  years 
of  age ;  and  William  McKinley,  born  in  1896, 
With  the  exception  of  the  eldest  all  of  the 
children  are  still  in  school.  Mr.  Hahn  has 
been  a  stanch  republican  from  the  time  when 
age  gave  to  him  the  right  of  franchise.  He 
served  as  township  clerk,  was  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  ten  years,  was  dep- 
uty sheriff  four  years,  under  sheriff  for  four 
years  and  is  now  county  deputy  sheriff  and 
president  of  the  village  of  Utica.  He  be- 
longs to  Utica  lodge.  No.  75,  A,  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  secretary,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  In  the  field  of  political 
life  and  commercial  activity  he  has  won 
prominence  and  is  to-day  numbered  amonti 
the  leading,  influential  and  successful  eiti- 
zeTis  of  Utica. 


FRAXK  aCOTT  CHURCH. 

This  is  a  utilitarian  age  and  is  pre-emi- 
nently the  epoch  of  invention.  Mechanical 
ingenuity  has  reached  a  high  state  of  per- 
fection and  has  given  to  the  world  man.v 
valuable  devices  for  the  saving  of  labor  and 
resulting  in  more  perfect  workmanship.  Mr. 
Church  of  this  review  has  a  national  reputa- 
tion because  of  his  efforts  in  this  direction 
and  he  has  placed  upon  the  market  vari- 
ous devices  which  are  the  outcome  of  his 
inventive  genius.  He  is  yet  a  young  man, 
whose  efforts  are  continually  reaching  out 
to  other  lines,  and  undoubtedl.v  his  useful- 
ness in  the  world  of  invention  has  not  yet 
reached  its  height. 

A  native  of  Michigan,  he  was  born  in 
Chesaning,  October  18,  1866,  and  is  a  son 
of  Willard  H.  Church,  of  Disco,  Michigan, 
who  was  married  to  Esther  M.  Sutherland, 
a  native  of  this  county.  The  grandfather. 
Umphrey  Church,  was  bom  in  Vermont, 
and  when  twenty-five  years  of  age  be- 
came a  resident  of  Livingston  county. 
Michigan,  He  afterward  removed  to  Ma- 
eomb county,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  at  the  very  venerable  age 
of  ninety  years.  Throughout  the  greater  part 
of  his  liife  he  followed  farming.  Willard  II. 
Church  lived  in  Chesaning  and  in  Livingston 
county  and  in  various  other  localities  to 
which  his  business  called  him.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder  and  had  an  extensive 
patronage,  erecting  buildings,  in  many  parts 
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of  the  slate.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  espoused  the  Union  cause,  enlisting  in 
the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  with  which 
he  served  until  discharged  on  account  of 
fever.  After  his  recovery  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry  and  con- 
tinued at  the  front  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  took  part  in  many  important 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Bull 
Run,  Shiloh,  the  Wdderness  and  others.  He 
also  suffered  wounds  and  other  injuries  dur- 
ing his  military  experience,  and  he  died  May 
9,  1904.  His  wife,  Esther  M.  Sutherland, 
was  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  Jane 
(Wineger)  Sutherland,  the  former  of  Cay- 
uga county,  New  York,  He  was  of  Scotch 
lineage,  his  anc^tors  living  in  Sutherland- 
shire,  Scotland,  and  tradition  says  they  were 
descendants  of  the  house  of  Sutherland,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  duke  of  Sutlier- 
land.  The  Wineger  family  was  of  German 
lineage  and  its  representatives  possessed  su- 
perior musical  talent.  Esther  Sutherland, 
who  became  Mrs.  Church,  was  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  of  Macomb  county  at  an 
early  day  and  her  sisters  also  followed  the 
same  profession.  In  the  family  were  six 
children,  Mrs.  Church  being  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  By  her  marriage  she  became 
the  mother  of  one  son  and  one  daughter. 

Frank  Scott  Chiirch,  the  elder,  who  was 
named  in  honor  of  his  maternal  uncle,  Dr. 
Frank  Scott  Sutherland,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  schools  of  central  Michigan  and 
afterward  went  to  Detroit.  His  inventive 
genius  developed  at  a  very  early  age.  Even 
when  a  schoolboy  the  toys  which  he  made 
for  himself  attracted  much  attention  and 
later  lie  began  experimenting  along  mechan- 
ical lines.  After  daily  study  of  the  locomo- 
tive he  made  a  wlieel  with  the  crank  motion 
similar  to  that  of  a  locomotive  and  used 
it  as  other  boys  use  a  hoop.  He  also 
made  a  bean  thresher  out  of  a  paint  keg, 
attaching  it  to  a  grindstone,  its  only  weak 
point  being  that  the  beans  could  not  be 
found  after  being  put  through  the  machine. 
Later,  however,  his  efforts  as  an  inventor 
took  a  more  practical  tnrn.  His  first  in- 
vention was  a  wagon  gear,  the  front  and 
rear  axle  moving  in  opposite  directions,  en- 
'abling  it  to  be  turned  in  a  small  space.  Quite 
a  number  were  made,  but  the  noise  occa- 
sioned by  the  reaches  connecting  the  wheels 
and  the  additional  expense  prevented  its 
adoption.  The  next  important  invention  of 
Mr.  Church  was  a  cash  and  package  car- 
rier, on  which  he  has  taken  out  a  large  num- 


ber of  patents.  He  has  sold  his 
this  invention.  He  had  the  c 
factured  in  Detroit  and  afterward  went  to 
Boston,  setting  up  his  plant  in  the  Treraont 
Hotel,  where,  unsolicited,  he  obtained  or- 
ders to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  afterward  sold 
his  interest  to  a  company  which  continues 
the  business.  He  next  invented  a  motor  for 
running  exhibition  phonographs,  being 
equipped  with  a  platform  on  which  stood  the 
party  listening  to  the  phonograph,  his  weighl 
on  the  platform  producing  the  power  Ut 
operate  the  machine.  This  he  also  sold.  lie 
next  invented  a  frictionless  roller  bearing', 
constituting  three  sets  of  rollers,  one  si.'t 
rolling  on  top  of  the  others  from  the  cen- 
ter, increasing  in  circumference.  These  were 
put  on  a  parlor  car  at  an  expense  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  and  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess. Dr.  Fitz  Hugh  Edwards,  of  Detroit, 
who  was  Mr.  Church's  partner  in  the  inven- 
tions, died  about  that  time,  holding  some 
twenty  patents.  Recently  Mr.  Church  has 
invented  a  smoke  consumer  which  bums  the 
smoke,  successfully  doing  the  work.  It  was 
sold  to  R.  A.  Demnia.  He  has  also  invented 
a  number  of  coin  operating  machines,  usual- 
ly called  slot  machines,  and  is  interested  in 
quite  a  number  of  those  devices  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  dials  for  practically  all  the 
slot  machines  in  use  are  framed  from  his 
original  diagrams  or  plans. 

Mr.  Church  was  married  September  28, 
1899,  to  Frances  Gertrude  Groat,  of  Mem- 
phis, Michigan,  a  daughter  of  Ira  C.  Groat, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Kenneth  Frank.  Mr. 
Church  is  interested  in  community  affairs 
and  served  as  president  of  his  village  in 
1904-5.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  energy,  very 
active  and  energetic,  and  undoubtedl.v  the 
future  has  in  store  for  him  still  greater  suc- 
cesses, while  his  value  in  the  inventive  world 
wilt  no  doubt  increase  as  the  years  go  by. 


EDWIN  C.  CHUBB. 


Edwin  C.  Chubb,  who  is  familiarly  called 
Ed  by  his  numerous  friends  in  Macomb 
county,  is  living  on  section  16  in  the  town 
of  Ray,  not  far  from  the  village  of  Romeo 
and  is  there  cultivating  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  Like  many  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  state  he 
is  a  native  son  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  the  town  of  Ray,  January 
2,  1840,     He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Chubb,  who 
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was  born  in  New  York,  and  on  coming  to  the 
west  entered  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  from  the  government.  Not  a  furrow 
had  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made 
iipon  the  place,  hut  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy he  began  to  clear  his  fields  and  prepare 
them  to  produce  rich  harvests.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times,  his  first  union  being  with 
Louisa  Farr,  of  New  Yorlc,  who  died  soon 
after  their  marriage.  He  then  married 
Asenath  Stephens,  of  New  Yorli,  who  died 
in  Michigan,  and  later  he  married  her  sister, 
Maria  Stephens,  who  sur\'ived  him  for  some 
time.  His  death  occurred  in  1839,  before 
the  birth  of  his  son  Edwin  C.  His  wife, 
surviving  him,  reared  her  family  in  this 
county.  There  were  three  sons  of  that  mar- 
riage, the  eldest  being  David,  a  farmer  of 
Ray  township,  and  the  second  Elijah,  who  is 
living  in  Wayne  county. 

Edwin  C.  Chubb  was  reared  and  educated 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  attending  the 
common   schools.     He   enlisted   in   August, 

1861,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union  cause,  joining  Company 
A  of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  with 
which  he  went  south  with  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  He  was  made  a  sergeant  and 
meritoriona  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle 
won  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of  first  lieu- 
tenant. He  veteranized  in  1863  and  was 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  of  thirty  days 
because  of  iU  health.  He  then  rejoined  his 
regiment  at  Chattanooga  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  where  six  com- 
panies of  his  regiment  were  taken  prisoners 
but  were  paroled  on  the  field.  They  were 
then  sent  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
mained iintil  exchanged,  rejoining  the  regi- 
ment at  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Chubb  also  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Chiekamauga  and  Resaea  and  was  at 
Gfeneral  Thomas'  headquarters  for  nearly  a 
year  and  a  half,  doing  general  prevost  duty. 
Mr.  Chubb  lost  the  sight  of  one  of  his  eyes 
while  in  the  army,  this  being  caused  by  in- 
flammation and  other  illness.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Chattanooga,  Novem- 
ber 24,  1864,  and  at  once  returned  to  his 
home,  having  done  his  duty  as  a  faithful  de- 
fender of  the  Union  cause.  The  following 
year  he  began  farming  upon  the  place  where 
he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Chubb  was  married  upon  this  place  in 

1862,  when  home  upon  a  furlough,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Arabella  Robinson, 
a  native  of  Ray  township,  Macomb  county, 
her  birth  occurring  February  2,  1845.     She 


is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  T.  Robinson,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Michigan,  coming  to 
this  state  from  Monroe  county,  New  York. 
She  inherited  this  farm  on  which  they  now 
live  from  her  father,  Josiah  T.  Robinson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chubb  have  four  children  liv- 
ing, as  follows:  Lola,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Selleck  of  Romeo,  by  whom  she  has  a  daugh- 
ter, Flossie  Selleck;  Louise,  the  wife  of 
Frank  F.  Ritter,  of  Cheboyban,  Michigan,  by 
whom  she  has  two  children,  Guy  and  Helen ; 
Bernard  L.,  who  is  living  in  Romeo  and  has 
a  son,  Donald ;  and  Rena,  the  wife  of  Jerome 
Priest,  a  farmer  of  Ray  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cliubb  also  lost  one  child,  Lester,  who 
died  in  early  life. 

Politically  Mr.  Chubb  is  a  republican 
where  national  issues  are  involved,  but  at 
local  elections  he  votes  independently.  He 
has  no  aspiration  for  office,  yet  is  always  in- 
terested in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 
improvement  and  upbuilding  of  his  com- 
munity. He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  at  Romeo  and  is  as  true  to  his 
country  and  her  best  interests  in  days  of 
peace  as  he  was  when  he  followed  the  stars 
and  stripes  upon  southern  battlefields. 


ROBERT  A,  RANDALL. 

Robert  A.  Randall,  residing  on  section  6, 
Lenox  township,  was  bom  in  Richmond 
township,  Macomb  county,  May  5,  1847,  and 
thus  the  period  of  his  residence  here  cov- 
ers almost  six  decades.  His  parents  were 
Felix  and  Maria  (Ingraham)  Randall,  the 
former  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York 
and  the  latter  of  Canada.  They  came  to 
Macomb  county  in  1837,  Mr.  Randall  hav- 
ing purchased  one  hiindred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  from  the  government  in  Richmond 
township  about  two  years  previous.  For 
jnore  than  a  half  century  he  continued  a 
resident  of  the  county,  being  long  identified 
with  its  agricultural  interests.  Here  he 
passed  away  February  23,  1889.  In  his  fam- 
ily were  eight  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing are  yet  living:  Mrs.  Mansfield  M.  Har- 
ris of  Richmond:  Mrs.  John  T.  Hodges,  of 
Richmond  township:  Edward,  who  is  living 
in  the  same  township:  Mrs.  M.  P.  Bates; 
and  Arthur,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Richmond  township.  The  other 
member  of  the  family  is  Robert  A,  of  this 
review.  The  Randalls  are  of  a  very  old 
family  of  the  east  and  representatives  of  the 
name  have  been  prominent  in  public  affairs. 
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Robert  A.  Randall  hefjan  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  in  his  youth  he  was 
also  instructed  in  the  work  of  the  farm, 
gaining  practical  experience  which  well 
fitted  him  for  carrying  on  a  farm  of  his 
own,  when  in  1870  he  purchased  the  Francis 
farm  in  Lenox  township.  He  has  since  re- 
sided thereon  and  the  improvements  have  all 
been  made  by  him.  The  place  presents  a 
splendid  appearance,  for  the  fields  are  well 
tilled,  giving  promise  of  golden  harvests, 
and  the  buildings,  fences  and  everything 
about  the  place  are  kept  in  good  repair.  In 
1887  Mr,  Randall  erected  his  present  reai- 
denee  and  in  1904  built  his  large  barn,  which 
has  every  modern  equipment  for  the  care  of 
stock.  He  has  always  given  his  attention  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  and  both 
branches  of  his  business  have  proved  profit- 
able. 

Robert  A.  Randall  has  been  married  twice. 
He  first  wedded  Miss  Mary  L.  Harris,  a 
daughter  of  Solon  and  Maria  Harris,  o'f 
Troy  township,  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Frank 
A.,  who  is  now  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  September  18,  1889,  and  in  1891 
Mr.  Randall  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  B. 
Harris,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Harriet 
Harris,  of  Lenox  township:  She  died  De- 
cember 26,  1902,  leaving  one  child,  Horton 
P.  The  elder  son,  Frank  A.,  began  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Richmond  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1895.  He  has  always  re- 
mained at  home,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 13,  1899,  to  Miss  Persus  Drake,  a 
daughter  of  Owen  Drake  of  Armada  and 
they  have  one  child,  Mary  Marguerite.  Frank 
Randall  is  a  member  of  Armada  lodge,  No. 
492,  I.  0.  0.  F.  He  served  three  years  on 
the  township  board  of  school  inspectors,  is 
director  of  his  school  district,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  at  Armada.  His  wife 
is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Drake,  a  brother 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

In  community  affairs  Robert  A.  Randall 
has  taken  an  active  and  helpful  part.  He 
believes  firmly  in  repiibliean  principles.  The 
cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  he  has  done  effective  service  in 
ts  behalf  while  filling  the  positions  of  di- 
rector and  treasurer  of  the  school  board  in 
district  No.  10  fractional.  Fpaternally  he 
is  afRliated  with  Conrt  of  Liberty,  No.  313. 
I.  0.  F.  of  Richmond.  He  may  well  he  classed 


jimimg  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county, 
having  for  thirty-five  years  resided  within 
its  borders.  This  covers  the  period  of  its 
greatest  development  and  he  has  not  only 
witnessed  the  changes  that  have  been 
wrought  but  has  also  borne  his  part  in  bring- 
ing the  county  up  to  its  present  state  of 
advanced  improvement. 


FRANCIS  PKEVOST. 

Francis  Prevost,  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Mount  Clemens,  was  bom  in  France  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1831.  His  parents,  George 
and  Mary  (Berry)  Prevost,  were  both  na- 
tives of  France,  where  they  spent  their  en- 
tire lives.  In  their  family  were  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Louis,  who  was  a  farmer 
of  Saginaw  county,  Michigan,  was  bom  in 
France  and  married  Miss  Beamonsh,  by 
whom  he  had  eleven  children.  His  death 
occurred  in  this  country.  Julia  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Juefe,  who  is  now  a  retired  far- 
mer in  Wayne  county,  Michigan.  Their 
children  are  Titine,  Emma,  George,  Caroline, 
Hosea,  James  and  Prank.  George,  after 
coming  to  this  country,  returned  to  Prance 
for  his  bride  and  died  in  that  country. 
Francis  is  the  next  of  the  family. 

Francis  Prevost  spent  the  first  ten  years 
of  his  life  in  his  native  country  and  in  1841 
came  to  America  with  his  stepfather,  Mar- 
tin Puleher.  The  family  home  was  estab- 
lished in  the  Empire  state  on  the  Indian 
river,  fourteen  miles  from  Watertown,  and 
in  1846  they  came  to  Michigan.  Mr,  Puleher 
purchased  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Wayne  county.  This  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved, erecting  thereon  a  small  frame  house 
which  in  course  of  time  was  replaced  by  a 
more  commodious  and  substantial  brick  res- 
idence, this  home  being  situated  about  seven 
miles  from  the  city  hall  in  Detroit.  He 
planted  an  orchard  and  carried  forward  the 
work  of  improvement  along  all  lines  of  mod- 
ern agricultural  progress  and  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  was  ably  assisted  by  Francis 
Prevost  and  other  members  of  the  family. 

Francis  Prevost  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wayne  county  until  twent.y-threc 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  upon  an 
independent  business  career,  purchasing  a 
general  store  in  Detroit,  which  he  conducted 
for  three  years.  He  then  traded  his  dry- 
goods  store  for  a  wholesale  store  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Brush  and  Gratiot  streets  and  con- 
ducted the  trade  along  wholesale  and  retail 
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lilies  until  the  store  aud  its  eniiteiits  wei-e 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1878.  He  had  very  lit- 
tle insurflnce  and  therefore  sustained  heavy 
losses.  Following  this  he  conducted  a  hotel 
four  miles  distant  from  Detroit,  known  as 
the  Four  Mile  House,  carryinfi  on  business 
along  that  line  for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  removed  to  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan. There  he  established  and  carried  on  a 
soft  drink  manufacturing  plant  for  three 
years  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  returned  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
established  the  first  steam  brickyard  at  this 
place.  He  eontimied  in  that  business  for 
three  years,  after  which  lie  disposed  of  his 
interest  and  is  now  living  a  retired  life. 
Whatever  he  has  undertaken  has  claimed  his 
undivided  attention  and  energy  and  hia  care- 
ful management  and  well-directed  labora 
resulted   in   bringing   him   most   gratifying 

On  tlie  16th  of  May,  1853,  Mr.  Prevost  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sliss  Mary  Moross. 
who  was  born  in  Mount  Clemens.  October 
19,  1836.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Antoine 
Moross,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Mount  Clemens.  Her  grand- 
father, Ignace  Moross.  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Detroit  and  assisted  in  building 
Fort  Wayne.  He  served  as  captain  in  the 
army  there  and  was  drafted  for  service  in 
the  war  of  1812.  Antoine  Moross  was  only 
thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted  in 
defense  of  his  country  and  proved  a  valiant 
soldier  during  the  second  war  with  England. 
Following  the  close  of  hostilities  he  married 
Miss  Cecilia  Tronibly,  and  they  had  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daiightera.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Clin- 
ton township  for  many  years  and  his  well- 
irected  labors  at  length  brought  him  a  com- 
fortable competence  that  enabled  him  to  live 
retired  and  he  enjoyed  a  well-earned  rest 
in  Mount  Clemens  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1871,  when  he  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Prevost,  is  a  graduate  of  a  medical  col- 
lege and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Mount  Clemens.  She  has  always 
resided  in  this  city,  making  her  home  here 
both  prior  to  and  since  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prevost  have  five  children: 
Joseph,  who  was  bom  in  1855,  married  Miss 
Tina  Denwherth  and  they  have  twelve  chil- 
dren. He  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
laundry  business  in  Mount  Clemens.  Fran- 
cis, born  in  1857,  is  a  liveryman  of  Mount 
Clemens.     He  niRrried  Evn  Jenes  and  thev 


have  one  child.  Jaiues,  born  in  1859,  mar- 
ried Mary  Pettizer  and  has  four  children. 
He  is  a  marine  engineer.  Richard,  born  in 
1860,  married  Cloe  Stevens  and  followed  the 
trade  of  brick-making  in  Mount  Clemens  un- 
til his  death.  John,  born  in  1870,  married 
Catherine  Lynn  and  had  one  child.  He  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens until  called  to  his  final  rest. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Prevost  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Catholic  church.  They  are  high- 
ly esteemed  in  the  city  where  they  have  long 
resided  and  where  both  have  been  well 
known  because  of  business  as  well  as  so- 
cial connections.  Having  carefully  man- 
aged his  affairs  through  an  active  business 
career  Mr.  Prevost  has  prospered  in  his  un- 
dertakings and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil. 


AKTHim  F.  RANDALL. 

Arthur  F.  Randall,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  dairying  for  which  purpose 
he  raises  thoroughbred  Holstein  stock,  was 
born  November  3,  1858,  on  the  old  farm 
homestead,  which  he  now  owns,  his  parents 
being  Felix  and  Maria  (Ingraham)  Randall, 
who  settled  upon  the  farm  in  1837  and  who 
are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Arthur 
P.  Randall  obtained  a  district  school  educa- 
tion. He  has  never  been  absent  from  his 
farm  for  a  longer  period  than  four  weeks, 
devoting  his  time  and  energies  unremitting- 
ly to  the  labors  incident  to  its  development. 
He  worked  with  his  father  until  1881,  when 
he  was  given  the  farm  as  his  own  and  al- 
though he  has  made  many  improvements 
upon  it  some  of  the  first  buildings  are  still 
standing  as  landmarks  of  the  locality  and  as 
mute  reminders  of  pioneer  conditions.  In 
addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil — and  his 
fields  are  always  imder  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation— he  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  dairy  work  and  for  this  purpose  keeps  a 
small  herd  of  thoroughbred  Holstein  cat- 
tle. 

While  his  personal  business  interests  have 
claimed  much  of  his  attention  Mr.  Randall 
has  also  found  time  and  opportunity  to  de- 
vote to  public  interests.  He  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  school  work  as  a  director  of 
district  No.  7.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Macomb  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  for  three  years  was  a  member 
of  its  board  of  directors,  after  which  he  was 
appointed  county  agent  and  is  still  acting  in 
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that  eapiicitv.  He  belongs  to  Arcade  tent, 
No.  155,  K.  6.  T.  M.,  of  Richmond,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Arbor  No.  255,  Ancient  Order  of 
Gleaners  of  the  Highbanks,  titling  the  office 
of  chief  gleaner  for  two  years  and  that  of 
chaplain  for  one  year,  and. is  a  member  of 
Armada  Grange,  No.  445, 

Mr.  Randall  was     married    November  3, 

1881,  to  Jliss  Ella  Ostrander,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  (Hughes)  Ostrander,  of 
Capae,  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan,  who  were 
natives  of  Canada  and  England  respeetirely. 
They  became  residents  of  St.  Clair  county 
in  1861  and  there  spent  their  remaining  days, 
Mr.  Ostrander  passing  away  in  1893,  while 
his  wife  died  June  7,  1895.  The  living  mem- 
bers of  their  family  are:  Andrew  E.,  of  St. 
Clair  county;  Francis  D.,  of  Gladwin  coun- 
ty, Michigan;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Steinhoff,  of 
Sanilac  county,  this  state:  Mrs.  Hugh  Oli- 
ver, of  Gladwin  county;  John  A.,  of  Dick- 
son, Tennessee;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Patch,  of  St. 
Clair  county;  and  Richard  W.,  also  of  Dick- 
son, Tennessee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall  have  two  children: 
S.  Adele  and  Hazen  H.,  born  November  24, 

1882,  and  March  1,  1896,  respectively.  The 
daughter  until  recently  has  been  engaged 
in  teaching  in  district  No.  12,  after  taking 
a  correspondence  course  in  the  Fenton  Nor- 
mal School,  and  has  now  returned  home  to 
take  eare  of  her  mother.  There  have  been 
few  leisure  hours  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, who  has  been  a  most  diligent  man, 
working  untiringly  in  the  improvement  of 
his  farm  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  family 
He  has  always  lived  upon  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  yet  his  place  of  residence  and  its 
carefully  improved  condition  is  the  lesult 
of  his  well-directed  enei^es  and  thorough 
understanding  of  the  best  methods  of  pro- 
moting agricultural  development. 


ADELBERT   0.  HARRIS. 

Adelbert  0.  Harris,  who  is  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  section  35,  "Washing- 
ton townsMp,  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Shel- 
by, April  10, 1852.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Jacob  Harris  and  his  father,  Jonathan 
W.  Harris.  The  latter  was  born  in  Genesee 
comity,  New  York,  and  when  a  lad  of  ten 
years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Michigan  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Macomb  county.  He  was  married 
here  to  Priscilla  M.  Grover,  who  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Genesee  county  and  located 


on  land  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  He  there 
opened  up  what  has  remained  the  family 
home  for  many  years.  He  lost  his  first  wife 
there  and  later  married  again  and  still  re- 
sides upon  the  old  home  place.  He  is  to-day 
accounted  one  of  the  well  known  pioneer 
settlers  of  Macomb  county,  having  witnessed 
its  growth  and  improvement  from  an  early 
epoch  in  its  history  down  to  the  present 
period  of  progress  and  prosperity. 

Adelbert  O.  Harris  is  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
He  spent  his  youth  like  the  others  upon  the 
home  farm,  assisting  in  such  tasks  as  are 
usually  assigned  to  farmer  boys.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  old  Disco  Acad- 
emy and  in  Utica  high  school  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  attained  his  major- 
ity. Having  completed  his  own  education 
he  engaged  in  teaching  and  followed  that 
profession  for  some  time  in  Macomb  county. 
He  also  spent  one  year  as  a  teacher  in  the 
high  school  at  Hancock  on  Lake  Superior, 
but  eventually  he  put  aside  the  work  of  the 
schoolroom  in  order  to  give  undivided  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1877  he 
bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  com- 
prising eighty-eight  acres  of  land  which  is 
rich  and  arable,  but  it  was  not  until  some- 
time after  this  that  he  ceased  teaching  in  the 
winter  months,  while  the  summer  seasons 
were  devoted  to  farm  work.  lie  located  on 
the  farm  in  1882  and  has  since,  through 
building  operations  and  agricultural  im- 
provements, developed  a  valuable  property. 
He  has  fair  buildings  here,  well  tilled  fields 
and  also  two  good  orchards. 

Mr.  Harris  was  married  April  13,  1884,  to 
Mrs.  Emeline  B.  Goodison,  a  widow,  and  the 
daughter  of  Lemuel  P.  Tower,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Oakland  county,  who  en- 
tered land  from  the  government  there  and 
opened  up  a  farm  on  which  he  reared  his 
family.  Mrs.  Harris  was  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Oakland  county,  and  by  her  first 
marriage  she  had  three  children,  namely: 
Adell,  the  wife  of  D.  Tripp ;  Alfred,  of  De- 
troit, and  Arthur  A.,  who  is  living  in  Roches- 
ter, Michigan. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Harris  has 
been  a  lifelong  republican  and  served  as 
township  superintendent  of  schools,  but  oth- 
erwise has  neither  sought  nor  desired  office. 
He  is  a  Master  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
at  Davis  and  he  has  served  as  its  secretary 
for  twenty  years.  He  is  well  known  in 
Mount  Clemens  and  Macomb  county,  and 
his  friends  recognize  in  him  a  man  honest 
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and  unassuming,  of  geimiiio  worth  and  en- 
joying the  <;onfid('n(;e  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity. 

GEORGE  A.  SKINNER. 

George  A.  Skinner,  whose  intensi-  and 
well-directed  activity  has  made  hioi  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, figured  prominently  in  tinaneial  circles 
and  also  in  connection  with  movements 
which  have  furthered  public  progress  and 
improvement.  His  labors  have  been  par- 
ticularly helpful  in  promoting  the  system  of 
public  education,  and  he  has  many  times 
jfiven  tangible  evidence  of  his  public-spirited 
citizenship. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  born  in  Jefferson  county. 
New  York,  March  19,  1854,  a  son  of  Thomas 
D.  and  Rhoda  E.  (Barnes)  Skinner,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of 
the  Empire  state.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Amasa  Skinner,  of  Vermont,  removed  to 
New  York  and  later  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  In  1856 
Thomas  D.  Skinner  came  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling at  Port  Huron,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  until  1879.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he 
followed  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
active  business  career.  His  death  occurred 
September  14,  1904.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  four  children:  Alide,  the  widow 
of  J.  W.  Porter;  George  A.;  Carrie  JI..  the 
wife  of  John  Otto,  a  resident  of  California ; 
and  Frank  K..  who  is  living  in  the  state  of 
Washington. 

Following  his  mastery  of  the  common 
English  branches  of  learning  George  A. 
Skinner  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  of  Port  Huron  and  spent  two  years 
as  a  student  in  Albion  College  at  Albion, 
Michigan.  He  was  graduated  from 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College 
at  Detroit  in  1872  and  then  entered  his  fath- 
er's office,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1876,  when  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Porter,  opened  a  bank  in  Moant  Clemens 
under  the  name  of  John  W-  Porter  &  Com- 
pany. A  year  later  this  was  merged  into 
the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  of  which 
Mr.  Porter  became  cashier  and  Mr.  Skinnei' 
bookkeeper.  After  the  amalgamation  of  the 
business  Mr.  Porter  became  the  cashier  of 
the  Mount  Clemens  Savings  Bank  and  Mr. 
Skinner  was  continued  as  bookkeeper.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  Mr,  Porter,  Sir.  Skin- 


ner became  his  successor  in  the  position  of 
cashier  and  the  present  officers  of  the  bank 
are:  Oliver  Chapoton,  president;  F.  G.  Ken- 
drick,  vice  president;  and  George  A.  Skin- 
ner, cashier.  This  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
bank  in  the  city  of  Mount  Clemens,  being 
capitalized  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  while 
the  surplus  and  profits  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  A  general  banking 
business  is  carried  on,  and  because  of  his 
promptness,  unfailing  courtesy  and  effort  to 
please  the  bank  patrons,  Mr,  Skinner  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  success 
of  the  bank  and  is  one  of  its  popular  offi- 
cials. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Skinner  is  a 
republican  and  for  eighteen  years  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
has  been  treasurer  for  twelve  years  and 
moderator  two  years.  The  cause  of  educa- 
tion finds  in  him  a  warm  friend  and  he  has 
ever  been  the  champion  of  progressive  meas- 
ures in  citnnection  with  the  public  school 
system.  He  has  also  labored  for  improve- 
ment along  other  lines,  wherein  his  efforts 
have  been  of  much  avail.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  Mount  Clemens  Club  since 
its  organization.  Prominent  in  Masonry,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  craft  in  1886,  affili- 
ating w^th  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No,  6,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the 
chairs,  being  master  of  the  lodge  for  four 
years.  He  has  also  been  high  priest  of  the 
chapter  and  thrice  ilhistrious  master  of  the 
council  and  he  belongs  to  Damascus  com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  and  the  Mystic  Shrine,  both 
of  Detroit. 

In  1876  Mr.  Skinner"  was  married  to  Miss 
Ellen  M,  Smart,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Smart,  of  the  Detroit  conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Alice  L., 
Harriet  L.,  Helen  M.,  Georgia,  Florence  C. 
and  George  A,  Mr.  Skinner  is  a  man  of  fine 
social  qualities,  which  combined  with  his 
ability,  executive  force  and  ready  under- 
standing of  needs  and  possibilities  in  muni- 
cipal interests,  have  rendered  him  a  leader 
in  community  affairs. 


FREDERICK  G,  BROMM. 

Frederick  G.  Bromm,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at 
Mount  Clemens,  is  a  native  son  of  Romeo, 
Macomb  county,  born  August  6,  1858.    His 
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father,  Michael  Bromm,  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
family  to  settle  in  Michigan,  locating  first 
in  Port  Huron,  whence  he  afterward  re- 
moved to  Romeo.  He  married  Nannie  Tres- 
sa  Bottom,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Eliza  (Garleek)  Bottom.  Her 
mothei'  wag  born  April  12,  1808,  and  died 
November  20,  1895.  Mrs.  Bromm  was  the 
yoimger  of  two  children,  her  brother  being 
Elijah,  who  resided  in  Victoria  county,  On- 
tario, for  many  years,  but  is  now  deceased. 

Frederick  G.  Bromm  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Romeo,  com- 
pleting his  course  in  the  high  school  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  services  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  Company,  first 
as  section  man  and  afterward  in  the  shops, 
being  employed  in  the  locomotive  depart- 
ment. Later  he  ran  on  a  construction  train 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  depot.  He  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed agent  for  the  company  at  Rochester, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Eraser,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  spent  three  years.  He  then 
came  to  Mount  Clemens  as  agent  and  acted 
in  that  capacit>  foi  nine  veais  Each  change 
in  his  basine%  eareei  bi  ought  him  promo- 
tion and  thus  graduallj  he  worked  his  way 
iipwaid  his  mcteased  abilitj  gaming  him 
laigei  responsibdities  and  better  i  enumera- 
tion. Upon  retning  from  the  office  of  sta- 
tion agent  of  Mount  Clemens  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  in  1900  and  has  since  been  a  rep- 
resentative of  this  line  of  industry.  He  also 
conducted  a  store  on  Stapleton  street,  hut 
afterward  disposed  of  his  mercantile  inter- 
ests to  devote  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
other  business.  He  conducts  a  general  real 
estate  business  and  he  represents  the  West- 
ern Insurance  Company  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  has  thoroughly  informed  him- 
self concerning  real  estate  values  and  is 
thus  well  qualified  to  assist  the  public  in 
making  investments  and  securing  the  prop- 
erty that  may  be  desired. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1884,  at  Lapeer, 
Michigan,  Mr.  Bromm  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  A.  Tripp,  a  daughter  of  Allen  Tripp, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
thus  laying  down  his  life  upon  the  altar 
of  his  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bromm  have 
two  children :  Genevieve  Mary,  bom  Jan- 
uary 25,  1892 ;  and  Gwendolyn  Teressa,  born 
January  2!),  1904. 

Everywhere  in  our  liind  are  found   men 


who  have  worked  their  own  way  upward 
from  humble  and  lowly  beginnings  to 
places  of  leadership,  and  the  example  of 
such  a  man  is  counted  of  much  worth  and 
value  to  the  commonwealth.  Such  a  ca- 
reer incites  others  to  emulation  and  in  this 
respect  the  life  record  of  Mr.  Bromm  fur- 
nishes an  excellent  example.  His  faithful 
performance  of  each  duty  that  devolved 
upon  him,  his  promptness  and  his  reliability 
have  constituted  the  stepping-stones  by 
which  he  has  mounted  upward  and  at  all 
times  he  has  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  gain 
and  maintain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellowmen. 

ABRAHAM  M.  RIVARD. 

Abraham  M.  Rivard,  who  has  assisted  in 
opening  up  Macomb  county,  clearing  away 
the  timber  and  reclaiming  the  land  for  cuti- 
vation,  was  born  at  Grosse  Pointe,  Michigan, 
April  23,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Mitchell  and 
Tresia  (Deeante)  Eivard.  The  father  was 
born  in  1794  upon  his  father's  farm  at 
Grosse  Pointe.  His  parents  were  of  German 
and  French  descent  and  were  among  the  first 
settlers  at  Grosse  Pointe,  where  the  grand- 
father followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
Mitchell  Rivard  remained  at  home  until 
about  1820,  when  he  came  to  Chesterfield 
township  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  from 
the  government  on  what  is  called  the  Ridge 
road,  but  there  were  no  roads  opened  up  at 
that  time,  so  that  he  had  to  cut  away  the 
timber  in  order  to  make  a  path  suiBeiently 
wide  for  a  wagon.  He  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  timber,  there 
being  little  market  for  the  product  at  that 
time,  but  he  cut  the  trees  into  logs,  staves 
and  cord  wood,  selling  most  of  it  at  Salt 
River,  where  it  was  shipped  to  Detroit  and 
other  points  along  the  river  and  lake.  Be- 
ing close  to  the  New  Baltimore  Indian  Re- 
serve there  were  many  red  men  in  the  vicin- 
ity at  that  day  but  the  Rivard  family  always 
found  them  friendly,  for  they  treated  them 
with  kindness,  and  Mrs.  Rivard  could  talk 
to  them  in  their  own  language.  Mr.  Rivard 
was  an  industrious,  hard-working  farmer 
and  his  unremitting  diligence  brought  him 
a  comfortable  competence  as  the  years  ad- 
vanced. He  was  drafted  for  service  during 
the  war  of  1812,  but  owing  to  his  extreme 
youth  was  not  called  out  for  action.  He  died 
February  8.  1888,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  March  2. 
1891.  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her  age- 
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Aliraham  M.  Rivard  spent  his  boyhood 
(i;).vs  at  hard  work  on  the  farm,  assisting 
his  father  in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing 
the  land  and  developing  the  fields.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  old  homestead  until  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  when  he  bought  his  present 
farm  on  section  14,  Chesterfield  township. 
It  is  located  on  Telesrrapb  road  and  conven- 
iently near  the  Rapid  Railway.  It  was  cov- 
ered with  a  dense  growth  of  timber  when  it 
came  into  his  possession  but  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  clear  away  the  trees  and  prepare 
the  land  for  cultivation.  In  1861  he  bnilt 
his  house  and  moved  from  his  father's  hoim.' 
into  his  own.  He  has  since  made  steady  prog- 
ress in  general  farming  and  a  few  years 
ago  added  forty  acres  to  hin  original  tract 
of  land.  He  has  also  been  practical  in  his 
methods  of  working  his  place  and  now  has 
a  well  developed  property,  the  highly  culti- 
vated fields  yielding  him  a  good  financial 
return. 

Jlr.  Rivard  assisted  in  building  the  first 
schoolhouse  in  the  Salt  River  district.  It 
was  erected  about  fifty  years  ago  of  logs 
but  has  since  been  replaced  hy  a  substantial 
brick  building.  About  1858  he  helped  to 
open  up  his  part  of  the  county  by  building 
the  Telegraph  road  by  placing  logs  across 
the  road  in  corduroy  fashion.  He  also  aided 
in  building  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  in 
New  Baltimore  and  thus  he  has  assisted  in 
substantial  measure  to  the  material,  spiritual 
and  moral  progress  of  his  community.  Mr. 
Hivard  was  married  August  5,  1861,  to  "Vic- 
toria Blay,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Eliza- 
beth (Socia)  Blay,  of  Chesterfield  township. 
They  have  thirteen  children,  of  whom  twelve 
are  living,  namely:  Jeffried,  bom  in  1861,  a 
resident  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie ;  Adolph.  born  in 
1863,  a  resident  of  Alpena:  Anna,  born  in 
1866,  at  home;  Lizzie,  bom  in  1868,  the  wife 
of  Alexander  Guliett,  a  farmer  of  Chester- 
field township ;  Celia,  bom  in  1870,  at  home : 
Victor,  born  in  1872;  Ida,  born  in  1874,  the 
wife  of  William  John  of  St.  Clair,  Michigan, 
who  is  employed  on  the  E-apid  Railway: 
Mitchell,  bora  in  1875,  of  St.  Clair:  Emma, 
born  in  1877.  the  wife  of  William  Rhadigan, 
of  MaryviUe,  Michigan:  Jerome,  born  in 
1879,  at  home:  Albert,  born  in  1882,  of 
Lansing;  and  Julia,  bom  in  1884,  at  home. 
The  third  daughter,  Louisa,  born  in  1865, 
was  married  to  Adolph  Meldrum  of  Ches- 
terfield township  and  died  December  13, 
1893.  "Victor  is  the  main  support  of  his  father 
on  the  farm,  endeavoring  to  relieve  him  of 
the  hard  work,  for  although  Mr.  Rivard  is 


still  an  active  man,  he  has  not  the  endurance 
that  he  possessed  in  his  younger  years,  "Vic- 
tor is  a  member  of  Lakeside  tent.  No.  51,  K. 
0.  T.  IL,  and  he  is  a  most  enterprising 
young  agriculturist. 

Mr.  Rivard  and  his  family  are  stanch  mem- 
bers of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  church  of  New 
Baltimore.  He  is  indeed  one  of  the  worthy 
pioneer  settlers  and  a  representative  of  an 
h{)nored  frontier  family,  its  members  having 
taken  an  active,  practical  and  helpful  part 
in  the  work  of  developing  this  portion  of 
the  stale. 


JAMES  G.  WHITE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  G.  White,  who  prepared  for  his 
profession  in  some  of  the  leading  medical 
colleges  and  universities  of  the  continent 
and  whose  skill  places  him  in  the  foremost 
rank  among  the  distinguished  physicians  of 
eastern  Michigan,  was  bom  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  May  18,  1857,  and  after 
jnastering  the  elementary  branches  of  learn- 
ing taught  in  the  common  schools  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  Aylmer  (Ontario) 
high  school.  Having  completed  his  more 
specifically  literary  education  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  drug  business  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  and  when  this  period  had 
ended  was  graduated  from  the  Ontario  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy,  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
1877.  During  two  years  of  that  time  he 
also  attended  lectures  in  the  College  of  Tech- 
nology, at  Toronto. 

Having  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  drug  business,  as  preparatory  for  a  med- 
ical course  he  entered  Trinity  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  and  was 
admitted  by  examination  as  a  fellow  of  that, 
college.  He  was  also  graduated  as  a  Doctor 
of  Sledicine  and  Master  of  Surgery  from 
Trinity  University.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
the  Northwest  Territory  of  Canada  and  he 
has  been  licensed  to  practice  by  the  Illinois 
state  board  of  health  and  the  board  of  medi- 
cal examiners  of  "Wisconsin.  Aside  from 
his  college  diplomas  he  has  taken  several 
post-graduate  courses  and  is  also  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Illinois  School  of  Electro  Thera- 
peutics. All  of  the  medical  colleges  from 
which  he  has  graduated  are  recognized  as 
among  the  best  on  the  continent  and  thus 
his  careful  and  thorough  preparation  well 
equipped  him  for  his  chosen  life  work. 
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Dr.  White  cama  to  Mount  Clemens  ten 
years  ago  and  seeing  an  opening  for  se- 
curing a  large  clientage  among  bathers  he 
gave  up  the  general  practice,  deciding  to 
treat  only  such  cases  as  came  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  baths.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  and  his  office  is  fully  equipped  with 
all  the  latest  appliances  generally  used  in 
sanitarium  practice,  such  as  electric  ap- 
pliances for  administering  X-ray,  faradic, 
galvanic,  high  frequency  and  sinusoidal 
currents,  mechanical  vibration,  phototherapy 
and  inhalation  machines.  "When  any  of 
these  methods  are  required  patients  may 
make  special  terms  for  a  course  of  treat- 
ment, and  most  excellent  results  have  fol- 
lowed his  efforts,  owing  to  his  comprehensive 
knowledge  and  skill  in  his  practice.  During 
his  residence  here  he  has  attained  prominence 
as  a  consulting  physician  and  has  had  un- 
usual suecras  in  his  practice.  His  experi- 
ence in  the  profession  and  his  thorough  and 
continued  college  work  fit  him  excellently 
for  the  busy  career  he  finds  here.  Dr.  White 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, Michigan  State  Medical  Society 
and  Macomb  County  Medical  Society.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, in  which  he  has  attained  the  Knight 
Templar  degree.  He  belongs  to  tlie  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elfe,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Dramatic  Order  of  the 
Knights  of  Korassan.  He  enjoys  the  respect 
and  good  will  of  his  professional  brethren. 


banks,  postofiSce  and  telegraph  offices.  The 
streetcar  lines  of  the  city  pass  the  door  of 
The  Fenton.  The  hotel  contains  eighty  rooms 
for  guests,  together  with  large  offices,  parlors, 
reading  and  waiting  rooms,  and  all  these  are 
elegantly  furnished,  while  the  bedrooms  are 
tastefully  equipped  for  every  possible  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  guests.  The 
guest-rooms  are  arranged  single  and  en  suite 
and  the  first  and  second  floors  of  The  Fenton 
are  connected  with  the  Olympic  and  Clemen- 
tine bathhouses  by  passageways  which  are 
heated  by  steam.  Mr.  Fenton  in  his  manage- 
ment of  the  hotel  has  manifested  the  spirit  of 
the  pioneer  who  seeks  out  new  and  improved 
methods,  and  his  business  has  constantly 
grown  because  of  this,  The  Fenton  being  a 
credit  to  the  city  as  well  as  a  monument  to 
the  enterprise  and  biisiness  capacity  of  its 
builder. 


CEORGE  C.  FENTON. 

<ieorge  C  Fenton  is  a  native  of  Mount 
Clemens  bom  Januaij  21,  1855,  and  his  ed- 
ucation was  obtamed  m  the  public  schools 
of  this  state  He  earlv  became  connected 
with  the  shoe  trade  and  established  the  first 
exclusive  shoe  store  m  Mount  Clemens.  In 
later  jears  his  attention  was  attracted  to  the 
business  possibilities  that  arose  because  of  the 
fame  which  Mount  Clemens  was  acquiring 
in  connection  with  the  medicinal  properties 
of  its  waters  and  their  curative  powers.  To 
meet  the  demands  for  first-class  hotels  he 
erected  The  Fenton,  which  he  opened  in  May, 
1892.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  hostelries  of 
the  city  and  is  also  one  of  the  most  .centrally 
and  pleasantly  situated.  Adjoining  are  the 
beautiful  Olympic  and  Clementine  bath- 
houses on  Cass  avenue,  and  only  a  block  away 
is  the  courthouse  square  and  nearby  are  the 


ANTHONY  SEIBERT. 

Anthony  Seibert,  owner  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing retail  stores  in  Mount  Clemens,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Chesterfield  township,  Maeomb  coun- 
ty, bom  March  7,  1868,  his  parents  being 
Phillip  and  Rachel  (Gragott)  Seibert,  who 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to 
America  about  1860.  They  were  married  in 
Harrison  township,  this  county,  in  1864,  anc( 
Mr.  Seibert  began  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  many  yeai«.  He  died  in  1889  at  the 
age  of  fifty  years  and  k  still  survived  by  his 
wife.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
those  living  being:  Gertrude,  the  wife  of 
Peter  S.  Greiner,  of  Clinton  township,  Ma- 
comb county;  Anthony;  and  Lena,  the  wife 
of  Victor  Eckhout,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Three 
children  died  in  infancy. 

Anthony  Seibert  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Chesterfield  township 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  attending,  however, 
only  through  the  winter  months,  while  in  the 
summer  seasons  he  worked  upon  the  farm. 
He  continued  to  assist  in  the  cultivation  and 
development  of  the  homestead  place  and  after 
his  marriage  in  1893  he  took  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  he  conducted  until  1896.  He 
then  removed  to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Haller  &  Dahm, 
grocers  and  marketmen.  lie  continued  with 
that  house  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Frank 
X.  Touscany,  under  the  firm  name  of  Sei- 
bert &  Touscany.  They  opened  a  general 
grocery    and   provision    store    in    the     Czizek 
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block,  and  after  nine  months  they  removed 
to  No.  75  Nortli  Gratiot  avenue.  Here  they 
increased  their  stock  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  the  trade  and  also  add- 
ed a  meat  market,  having  bought  out  Au- 
gust Prignitz.  They  have  since  conducted 
both  departments  of  the  business  and  are  to- 
day proprietors  of  one  of  the  best  stores  in 
the  town.  They  are  progressive  merchants 
and  their  store  is  neatly  and  tastefully  ar- 
ranged, their  attractive  display  drawing 
many  customers,  while  their  straightforward 
dealing  and  reasonable  prices  insure  them  a 
continuation  of  a  large  trade.  They  have 
been  successful  from  the  beginning,  display- 
ing marked  energy  and  enterprise,  and  pros- 
perity is  always  a  legitimate  outcome  of  those 
characteristics. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1893,  Mr.  Seibert 
was  married  to  Terresa,  a  daughter  of  An- 
thony and  Mai^aret  (Giarade)  Deigel,  of 
Gratiot  township,  Wayne  county,  Michigan. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
died  in  1901  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
while  the  mother  is  now  living  in  Detroit.  In 
their  family  were  twelve  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Seibert  being  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seibert 
hold  membership  in  St.  Peter's  Catholic 
church  and  he  is  connected  with  the  Catholic 
Mutual  Benevolent  Association.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
"Woodmen  of  the  World  and  he  gives  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  democracy,  although  he 
takes  no  active  part  in  its  work  aside  from 
exercising  Ms  right  of  franchise.  He  is  of  ge- 
nial, social  temperament  and  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  solid,  substantial  young  business 
men  of  Mount  Clemens,  having  already  at- 
tained a  measure  of  success  that  many  a  man 
of  older  years  might  well  envy. 


LOUIS  A.  GUIETTE. 

Louis  A.  Guiette,  whose  well  directed  efforts 
have  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  city  of 
Mount  Clemens,  his  public-spirited  interest 
in  the  general  welfare  being  manifest  in  tan- 
gible labors  for  the  upbuilding  and  improve- 
ment of  the  city,  is  a  native  of  Detroit,  his 
birth  having  there  occurred  March  23,  1840. 
His  parents  were  Jacob  Dennis  and  Martha 
(Moss)  Guiette,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Prance,  and  when  young  they  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  The  father  was  a  job- 
ber and  contractor  and  after  his  removal  to 
the  west  took  a  contract  in  1843  to  construct 


a  part  of  the  old  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  ca- 
nal, but  in  this  he  lost  five  thousand  dollars 
and  had  nothing  remaining.  Later  in  the  year 
he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days.  He  had  become  a  resident  of 
Detroit  in  1833  and  remained  in  Michigan  for 
forty-five  years,  passing  away  in  this  city  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1884  and  was  ninety 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  In  their 
family  were  ten  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  Jolm,  a  resident  of  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan; Thomas,  of  Murphysboro,  Illinois;  and 
Louis  A.  Those  deceased  are  Jacob,  Mary, 
Nelson,  Joseph,  Julia,  Zebedee  and  Sophia. 

Louis  A.  Guiette  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation, attending  school  two,  three  or  four 
months  each  year  until  he  was  about  ten  years 
of  age.  After  that  it  was  necrasary  for  him 
to  earn  his  own  living  and  he  had  no  more 
school  training,  but  in  the  school  of  experi- 
ence he  has  learned  many  valuable  lessons 
which  have  made  him  a  practical  and  success- 
ful man  of  affairs.  After  he  had  completed 
his  first  decade  he  began  working  for  John 
May,  a  butcher  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  that 
he  was  faithful  and  capable  was  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  remained  in  his  service  for  six 
years.  He  then  became  cabin  boy  on  the  pas- 
senger boat  Albion,  which  ran  between  Mount 
Clemens  and  Detroit,  being  thus  engaged  for 
two  seasons.  He  afterward  went  into  a  lum- 
ber mill  at  Capae,  Michigan.  The  mill  was 
located  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  and  he  was 
there  engaged  until  the  following  spring, 
when  he  secured  employment  in  a  stave  mill 
in  Mount  Clemens,  near  where  the  Chambers 
&  Stewart  store  now  stands.  In  March,  1865, 
he  put  aside  business  considerations  and  en- 
listed as  a  recruit,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infan- 
try, with  which  he  was  mustered  out  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  at  Detroit. 

Following  his  return  Mr.  Guiette  worked  on 
the  first  test  well  for  oil  in  Mount  Clemens, 
but  this  proved  to  be  a  mineral  well  instead. 
He  was  thus  employed  from  September,  1865, 
until  July,  1866.  At  that  period  the  owners 
of  the  well  undertook  to  manufacture  salt 
from  its  waters,  but  this  venture  proved  un- 
successful. In  the  fail  of  1866  Jlr.  Guiette 
returned  to  the  stave  mill,  working  for  Bruno 
Van  Landeghern  until  1881.  In  the  mean- 
time the  firm  became  Van  Landeghern  & 
Son. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  Mr.  Guiette  was 
elected  street  commissioner  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens on  the  democratic  ticket  and  served  in 
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that  office  until  1884,  behiy  the  fifst  incuiii- 
beiit  ill  ilount  Cleiiiena  to  fill  the  position 
for  that  length  of  time.  In  the  fall  of  1886 
he  became  engineer  Ht  Linwood,  Michigan,  in 
the  mill  of  Edward  Gyde,  and  there  continued 
until  April,  1887,  The  following  year  he 
was  with  the  Bitter  Water  Company  on  East 
street  at  the  "original  well"  and  continued 
in  the  manufacturing  business  for  making 
both  salts  and  mineral  soaps.  In  the  succeed- 
ing autumn  he  again  accepted  the  position  of 
engineer  at  the  mill  in  Lim\'ood,  but  in  the 
following  spring  he  returned  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, where  he  opened  a  hoarding  house  at  the 
corner  of  Parii  avenue  and  Franklin  street, 
conducting  this  with  success  until  1902,  when 
he  sold  out  to  the  Park  House  Company.  In 
the  meantime  he  was  again  chosen  for  public 
office,  being  elected  aldei-man  of  the  third 
ward  in  1888,  and  by  re-election  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  position  until  he  had  served  for 
twelve  consecutive  years.  He  has  been  in- 
spector of  public  works  and  in  the  various 
positions  which  he  has  filled  he  has  labored 
untiringly  and  effectively  foi'  tlie  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  cily.  lie  was  the  first  man 
who  advocated  brick  paving  in  Jlount  Clem- 
ens and  he  continued  the  agitation  of  the  sub- 
ject until  he  won.  He  has  voted  for  all  the 
various  franchises  that  have  been  granted  and 
has  introduced  into  the  council  many  impor- 
tant measures  which  have  had  a  far-reach- 
ing effect  and  which  have  added  much  to  the 
substantial  appearance  and  improvement  of 
Jlount  Clemens.  He  laid  out  the  beautiful 
park  of  this  city,  known  as  Mount  Clemens 
park. 

On  the  22d  of  April.  1863,  IMr.  Guiette  was 
married  to  Miss  JIartha  Willett,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Fannie  {Beach)  "Willett,  her 
father  a  native  of  England  and  her  mother  of 
Prance.  They  lived  for  some  time  at  Grosse 
Pointe,  Michigan,  but  both  are  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Guiette  had  five  children,  but 
IjOiiIs  A.,  the  eldest,  died  in  1899,  leaving  a 
widow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Cop- 
persmith and  who  lived  in  Bay  City,  Michi- 
gan. There  are  two  children  of  that  marriage 
—Martha  and  Louis  A.  The  other  members 
of  the  family  of  Mr,  Guiette  are:  Adele, 
the  wife  of  Henry  Denwetle,  of  Clinton 
township:  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Frank  Daly, 
of  Mount  Clemens;  BeUe,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Huttinger.  of  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania;  and 
Florence  F.,  at  home, 

Mr.  Guiette  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
post  at  Mount  Clemens  and  has  served  as  ser- 
geant and  senior  vice-commander.     He  is  also 


connected  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He 
is  well  known  in  this  city  and  has  made  for 
himself  a  creditable  record.  In  poHtieal 
thought  and  action  he  has  always  been  inde- 
pendent, carrying  out  his  honest  views  with- 
out fear  or  favor  and  in  his  public  service  has, 
been  actuated  by  a  strong  interest  in  the  pub- 
lie  welfare  and  has  ever  placed  the  good  of 
the  eoiiiiiiiinity  before  self-aggrandizement. 


SANFORD  C.  LAWSON. 

Sanford  C.  Lawson,  one  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty "s  native  sons,  owns  and  operates  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  good  land  in  Shelby 
township.  He  was  bom  August  11,  1870, 
his  parents  being  James  S.  and  Paulina 
(("annon)  Lawson.  The  father  was  bom  in 
September,  1828,  on  the  farm  where  Sanford 
C  Lawson  now  resides,  and  was  a  son  of 
James  Lawson,  an  early  settler  of  Shelby 
township,  securing  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. The  old  sheepskin  deed  to  the  prop- 
erty is  signed  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  then 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now 
in  possession  of  our  subject.  Both  the  grand- 
fathers of  Sanford  C.  Lawson  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey  and  became  pioneer  residents 
of  Alichigan,  assisting  materially  in  the  early 
development  here. 

James  S.  Lawson  was  reared  amid  the  en- 
vironments of  pioneer  life  and  aided  in  the 
arduous  task  of  developing  a  new  fann.  He 
became  a  noted  man,  possessing  considerable 
genius.  In  early  life  he  was  taught  survey- 
ing by  George  H.  Cannon,  witli  whim  he  was 
associated  in  the  survey  of  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
surveying  in  the  western  states,  including  Ne- 
vada, California  and  Oregon,  being  appointed 
to  this  work  by  the  governors  of  the  various 
states.  His  associate,  Mr.  Cannon,  said  that 
he  had  the  motrt  remarkable  memory  of  any 
man  he  ever  knew.  He  was  self-educated, 
but  gained  miieh  valuable  knowledge  through 
reading,  experience,  observation  and  travel. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  he 
enjoyed  the  love  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lowmen  in  an  exceptional  degree.  He  did  not 
greatly  desire  wealth  nor  strive  for  it  and 
was  a  man  of  only  moderate  means.  He  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  M.  B.  Willis,  his 
mother  having  been  a  member  of  the  Willis 
family.  He  married  Miss  Paulina  Cannon 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren: Omer,  who  resides  in  South  Dakota; 
Leda,  the  wife  of  George  Elvedge,  residing 
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ten  niiJiw  west  of  SaginHw  in  Evert,  Michi- 
gan :  8anford  0. ;  and  Hnron  W.,  who  ift 
a  practicing  physician  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sanford  0.  Lawson  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Washington  and  began 
earning  his  ov/n  living  when  quite  young.  He 
worked  upon  a  farm  and  in  early  manhood 
lie  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
life's  journey,  Mrs.  Ella  Tucker  Carson,  their 
marriage  being  celebrated  October  5,  1899. 
She  was  the  widow  of  Frederick  Carson  of 
Jlaeonih  county.  She  pursued  her  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age  was  first  married,  her  husband 
being  a  faraier  who  died  in  Mount  Clemens. 
Mrs.  Lawson  has  five  children:  Mabel,  born 
May  9.  1886;  Maud,  born  January  7,  1889; 
Robert,  November  3,  1890;  Glenn,  July  25. 
1892;  and  Bhner,  January  6,  1895.  The 
younger  children  are  attending  school. 

Sanford  C.  Lawson  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  and  to  that  party  his  father 
also  gave  his  support  and  served  as  super- 
visor, justice  of  the  peace,  and  county  drain- 
age commissioner.  He  died  May  23,  1903, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  thus 
passed  away  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county.  Sanford  C.  Law- 
son  yet  follows  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where  he  has  a  good  tract  of  land,  and 
his  eare  and  cultivation  have  made  the  fields 
very  productive,  so  that  he  annually  harvests 
good  crops.  He  utilizes  modern  methods  in 
all  that  he  does  and  is  now  meeting  with  very 
creditable  prosperity. 


JOHN  :\rcKAV. 

Jdlin  .McKay,  now  actively  and  extensively 
interested  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Ma- 
comb county,  owns  and  operates  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  of  three  hundred  acres  situated 
near  Romeo.  Since  his  boyhood  days  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  farming  interests  of 
this  section  of  the  state,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Bruce  township,  Macomb  county, 
August  16,  1843.  His  father,  Robert  aieKay, 
H^ose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  bom  March 
■i,  1813,  in  Renfrewshire,  uear  Glasgow.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Jane 
McKay,  descended  from  a  long  line  of  Scot- 
tish ancestry,  who  were  members  of  a  high- 
land clan. 

(Jiir  subject  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  of 
that   period    and    received    bis   ediicidi^m    in 


the  common  schools  and  through  experience 
and  observation  in  later  life.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority, assisting  him  materially  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  1866 
he  removed  to  a  farm  of  his  own,  comprising 
three  hundred  acres  in  Armada  township, 
which  he  began  to  cidtivate  and  improve.  He 
has  since  rebuilt  and  remodeled  the  house,  has 
erected  large  bams  and  outbuildings  and  has 
continued  the  work  of  improvement  until  his 
place  IS  now  one  of  the  valuable  farm  prop- 
erties of  the  locality.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  breeding  and  raising  of  shorthorn  cattle 
and  is  to-day  the  owner  of  a  large  herd.  He 
has  made  a  study  of  this  breed  for  thirty 
years  and  has  owned  some  fine  animals.  He 
has  also  been  identified  with  the  Armada  Ag- 
ricultural Society  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
for  thirty-one  years  and  was  its  president  for 
four  years.  He  was  also  president  of  the 
State  Breeders  Shorthorn  Association  for 
several  years  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  live  stock  sanitary  commission, 
through  appointment  by  the  governor.  He 
has  ever  exercised  his  influence  for  the  im- 
provement of  agricultural  conditions  and 
through  the  conduct  of  his  own  business  af- 
faii-s  has  contributed  always  to  the  general 
welfare. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1866,  Mr.  McKay 
was  married  to  Miss  Lucinda  E.  Day,  who 
was  born  in  Annada  townsliip,  JIacorab  coun- 
ty, October  16,  1843,  and  is-  a  daughter  of 
I'riel  and  Olive  (Sperry)  Day,  who  are  rep- 
I'eseuted  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  Mr. 
and  Sirs.  McKay  have  two  children:  Robert 
v..  who  married  Ella  Rolls,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain William  and  Alice  Rolls,  and  resides  in 
Romeo,  where  he  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing; and  Olive  Jean,  who  is  at  home. 

In  1900  Mr.  McKay  removed  to  Romeo, 
where  after  two  years  he  purchased  the  resi- 
dence that  he  and  his  family  now  occupy. 
He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  and  contribute  to  its  support. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  republican  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  1864  and  has  supported  every  nomi- 
nee of  the  party  since.  Local  politics  have 
also  been  a  source  of  interest  to  him  and  he 
has  never  failed  to  cast  a  vote  at  each  elec- 
tion. He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Luce  to 
fill  a  vacancy  as  a  member  of  the  Michigan 
live  stock  sanitary  commission  and  is  now 
seiwing  on  the  board  by  appointment  of  Gov- 
vernor  Bliss.     He  is  also  a  member  of  the 


,  Google 


50+ 


PAST    AND   PRESENT    OP   MACOMB   COUNTY 


{.'xecutive  conimittee  o£  the  State  Agricultural 
Society  and  since  1898  has  been  president  of 
the  Farmers  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  by  his  father.  For 
the  last  thirty  years  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  Grange  movement  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  county  and  local 
Grange.  He  is  recognized  as  a  prominent  ag- 
riculturist of  this  portion  of  the  state,  suc- 
cessful in  the  control  of  his  business  affairs 
and  the  promoter  of  varied  interests  which 
have  proven  of  practical  benefit  to  the  coiii- 


JOUN  A.  HENK. 


John  A.  Henk,  whose  thorough  preliminary 
training,  study  and  skill  have  gained  him 
rank  with  the  leading  photographers  of  east- 
em  Michigan,  is  now  conducting  a  studio  in 
Mount  Clemens.  He  is  a  native  of  Detroit, 
bom  March  5,  1873,  and  a  son  of  John  and 
Johanna  (Hellwig)  Henk,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Detroit,  in  which  city  they  were  mar- 
ried in  1872.  Anthony  Henk,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  came  from  Prussia  and  settled 
in  Detroit  sixty  years  ago.  He  was  the  owner 
of  a  large  farm  near  that  city  and  his  realty 
possessions  also  included  houses  and  other 
property  in  Detroit.  He  died  in  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  while  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Henk,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  The  maternal  grandfather,  "Wil- 
liam Hellwig,  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, whence  they  came  to  America,  crossing 
the  Atlantic  in  1840,  He  entered  the  mili- 
tary service  of  his  adopted  country  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  regular  army  and  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Erie,  being  a  musician  of  the  First  In- 
fantry and  a  non-commissioned  officer.  He 
was  with  his  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war 
and  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  govern- 
ment. He  met  his  wife  in  Buffalo.  She  bore 
the  name  of  Christina  Schmidt  and  was  also 
a  native  of  Bavaria.  She  accompanied  the 
regiment'  as  a  nurae  and  while  Mr.  Hellwig 
was  stationed  at  Fort  Erie,  in  1847,  they  were 
married.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  the  eldest  being  Mrs.  Henk,  who 
was  boro  while  her  mother  was  with  the  army 
in  company  with  her  husband.  His  regiment 
was  afterward  transferred  to  Port  Wayne  and 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
embarked  in  business  for  himself  as  a  mer- 
chant at  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  later  he  con- 
ducted a  general  store  in  that  city. 

John  Henk,  father  of  our  subject,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  firm  of  Pardndge  &  Blackwell 


in  a  crockery  store,  making  his  horn  in  D( 
troit  and  in  the  parochial  schools  of  that  cit\ 
John  Henk  of  this  review  pursued  his  edn 
cation.  He  entered  business  life  as  an  o&ce 
boy  in  the  employ  of  the  New  comb  Andicott 
Company  of  Detroit,  but  aftei  a  shoit  time, 
when  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  the  Fnlton  Iron  &  Engine  works, 
where  he  continued  for  seven  years,  starting 
first  as  an  office  boy,  later  as  stenographer  and 
subsequently  as  bookkeeper,  and  while  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  made  his  first  investment 
in  a  photographic  outfit  and  did  amateur 
work.  Early  in  1894  he  started  in  business 
with  B,  J.  Holcomb  as  an  apprentice  for  two 
years.  lie  was  afterward  with  C.  H.  Smith 
for  one  year  and  then  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  a  few  months.  He 
then  began  business  with  his  outfit,  doing 
view  work.  He  came  to  Mount  Clemens  and 
spent  the  summer  of  1897  in  making  views  of 
hotels  and  the  local  scenery.  He  continued  in 
this  line  of  business  for  some  time,  visiting 
towns  in  rotation  until  he  reached  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  He  remained  in  that  city  for 
some  time,  securing  employment  in  the  por- 
trait establishment  of  Portness  &  Locke.  A 
few  months  later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
James  A.  Maxwell,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  with 
whom  he  continued  for  a  year,  during  which 
time  he  gained  valuable  experience  in  the 
work  of  enlarging  portraits.  On  the  29th  of 
Januarj',  1889,  he  purchased  the  studio  of 
Otto  Schultz  in  Jlount  Clemens,  and  in  April 
1902,  he  fitted  up  his  present  studio  in  Ros- 
kopp,  being  on  Macomb  street,  where  he  has 
since  conducted  business.  He  is  the  only  pho- 
tographer in  Mount  Clemens  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Photographers'  Associa- 
tion and  he  attends  many  of  its  conventions, 
keeping  in  touch  with  all  of  the  advancement 
made  in  photography.  He  furnishes  aU  the 
newest  grades  of  work,  is  the  first  to  display 
improved  and  new  ideas  in  photography  and 
in  addition  to  the  work  which  he  does  as  a 
photographic  artist  he  also  deals  in  photog- 
raphers' supplies. 

Mr.  Henk  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus  and  has  served  as  regent  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  married  October 
10,  1900,  to  Emma  L.  Keller,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Keller,  of  Detroit,  who  is  a  contractor 
and  builder.  Their  children  are  Alfred  "W. 
and  Marcella  C.  Mr.  Henk's  interests  arc 
centered  in  his  business  and  family  and  to 
the  welfare  of  his  wife  and  children  he  is 
most  devoted.  In  the  line  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession he  hns  made  rapid  advancement  and 
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to-day  liis  ability  idiiks  him  with  the  leading 
photographic  artists  of  western  Michigan, 
while  his  snecess  is  the  meiited  reward  of  his 
skill. 


CHARLES  L.  ANDRIJS. 

Charles  L.  Andnis,  who  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  sueeessful  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship, owns  and  operates  a  valuable  tract  of 
land  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
which  adjoins  the  village  of  "Washington,  It 
was  upon  this  farm  that  he  was  born  Septem- 
ber 11,  1855,  his  father  being  T.  R.  Andrua, 
a  native  of  New  York,  while  his  grandfather, 
Blon  Aiidrus,  was  born  in  the  same  state. 
The  last  named  came  to  Michigan  about  1820 
and  from  the  government  entered  the  land  on 
which  Charles  L.  Andrus  now  resides  and 
the  present  owner  still  holds  the  original  pat- 
ent, which  was  signed  by  Jame^  Monroe,  then 
president  of  the  United  States.  Blon  Andrus 
had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
and  after  coining  to  Michigan  he  fought  the 
battle.s  of  pioneer  life  and  subdued  the  wil- 
derness, winning  victory  through  his  persist- 
ent labor  in  his  attempt  to  develop  and  im- 
prove a  good  fai-ni.  T,  R.  Andms  was 
bronght  by  his  parents  to  this  state,  where  he 
helped  to  clear  and  improve  the  home  fami 
and  in  his  later  years  he  eared  for  his  par- 
ents, thus  repaying  them  for  the  attention 
which  they  bestowed  upon  him  in  his  younger 
years.  He  was  married  in  Troy,  Michigan,  to 
Miss  Betsy  llotham.  a  native  of  England  and 
a  daughter  of  David  llotham.  who  was  bom 
in  that  country  and  became  a  resident  of 
Michigan  when  this  part  of  the  state  was  a 
pioneer  district.  i\frs.  Andrus  was  seven  years 
of  age  when  she  arrived  here  and  was  reared 
in  Macomb  county  amid  pioneer  surround- 
ings. T.  R.  Andrus  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  old  homestead  throughout  his  active  life 
and  passed  away  about  1865.  His  widow  still 
survives  him  and  is  now  eighty-two  yeara  of 
age.  In  their  family  were  five  sons  and  a 
daughter,  but  the  latter  died  in  childhood. 
The  sons  are :  E.  W..  who  died  in  1903,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years;  George  F.,  a 
merchant  of  Evart;  Fred  H.,  of  Detroit; 
Charles  L.,  of  this  review ;  and  Triiman,  who 
is  also  living  in  Evart. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  Charles 
L.  Andrus  we  present  to  our  readers  the  life 
.record  of  one  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
Washington  township.  He  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  villsige  and  re- 


jiiained  with  his  brother,  E.  W.  Andrus,  on 
the  old  home  place,  purchasing  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property.  They 
fanned  here  for  a  number  of  years  and  after- 
ward sold  some  of  the  lots  which  were  an- 
nexed to  the  town.  They  rebuilt  and  remod- 
eled the  old  home,  built  a  barn  and  made  good 
improvements  in  keeping  with  modem  prog- 
ress along  agricultural  lines,  raised  high 
grades  of  stock  and  placed  the  farm  in  splen- 
did condition. 

C,  L-.  Andrus  was  married  in  Romeo,  Au- 
gust 28,  1895,  to  Miss  Frances  Hosner,  a  na- 
tive of  this  county,  bom  and  reared  near  Ro- 
meo, while  her  education  was  completed  in 
the  high  school  there.  She  became  a  teacher 
and  sneeessfulJy  followed  that  profession  for 
several  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  This 
union  has  been  ble.ssed  with  two  daughters — 
A.  Marion  and  Clara  M. 

Politically  a  republican  Mr.  Andrus  has 
thus  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father 
and  grandfather.  He  has  never  been  an  of- 
fice seeker  but  has  served  on  the  board  of 
review.  His  brother,  E.  W.  Andrus,  however, 
took  an  active  pai-t  in  politics  and  was  elected 
and  sei-ved  in  a  number  of  local  positions  of 
h<mor  and  trust.  The  brothers  were  account- 
ed successful  farmers  of  Washington  town- 
ship and  together  they  owned  and  operated 
the  old  homestead,  being  thus  associated  until 
the  death  of  E.  W.  Andrus  in  1903.  Charles 
L.  Andrus  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the 
farm  which  is  yet  his  home  and  his  interests 
have  centered  in  Macomb  eonnty,  in  its  de- 
velopment and  improvement.  He  takes  gi'eat 
pride  in  what  has  been  accomplished  here  and 
in  all  matters  of  citizenship  he  has  been  loyal 
to  progressive  measures  and  his  aid  has  never 
been  solicited  in  vain.  He  and  has  wife  are 
members  of  the  Union  church  in  Washington 
and  they  enjoy  in  full  measui'e  the  confidence 
of  their  fellowmen. 


CHARLES  A.  WINKLER. 

Charles  A.  Winkler,  active  in  democratic 
circles  and  a  prominent  and  progressive  fann- 
er of  Harrison  township,  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  seventy-four  acres  and  is  also  culti- 
vating another  farm  which  he  rents.  He  has 
lived  in  Maeomb  eoimty  since  1856.  He  was 
bom  in  Prussia,  July  11,  1842.  His  father, 
James  Winkler,  was  born  in  the  same  country 
in  1810  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Hed- 
wig  Speer,  a  native  of  Germany.     He  erai- 
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grated  to  the  new  world  in  1856,  taking  pass- 
age at  Bremen  on  the  sailing  vessel  John  Lang, 
which  reached  the  harbor  of  New  York  on  the 
26th  of  October.  He  made  his  way  at  once 
to  Michigan,  joining  a  son  in  Detroit  and  later 
he  eame  to  Macomb  county,  settling  about 
seven  miles  from  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land.  Here  he  at 
once  began  clearing  away  the  trees  and  pre- 
paring the  land  for  cultivation  and  in  course 
of  time  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  he  hewed  out 
an  excellent  farm.  Here  he  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  passing  away  October  20, 
1882,  and  his  wife  survived  him,  her  death 
occurring  November  11,  1893.  Charles  A. 
Winkler  is  one  of  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  the  eldest  being  Joseph,  a 
miller,  of  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  while 
the  others  are :  Anna,  the  wife  of  ijouis 
Ameel,  of  Mount  Clemens ;  Charles  A. ;  Mar- 
tha, residing  in  Mount  Clemens;  and  Albert, 
who  owns  and  operates  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Macomb  township. 

Charles  A,  "Winkler  spent  the  first  thirteen 
year.s  of  his  life  in  the  fatherland  and  then 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration 
to  the  new  world.  He  well  remembers  the 
voyage  and  diflferent  incidents  of  the  trip  to 
the  new  world,  feeling  a  boy's  keen  interest  in 
everything  that  occurred.  He  assisted  his 
father  in.  clearing  the  home  farm  and  in  de- 
veloping the  fields,  giving  him  his  services 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
started  out  upon  an  active  business  career, 
working  by  the  month  as  a  farmhand. 

Jlr.  Winkler  was  married  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Michigan,  in  October,  1864,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Bedden,  who  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  Michigan,  and  is  a  daughter  of  0.  D. 
Bedden,  a  native  of  New  England  who  set- 
tled in  this  state  in  pioneer  times.  Following 
his  marriage  Mr.  Winkler  worked  on  a  farm 
in  Cas.s  coiinty  for  five  years  and  in  1868 
he  returned  to  Macomb  county,  locating  in 
Mount  Clemens,  where  he  followed  carpen- 
tering for  three  years.  He  then  clerked  in 
a  store  for  two  years,  after  which  he  took 
up  his  abode  on  a  farm.  Subsequently  he 
purchased  a  well  improved  tract  of  land  of 
seventy  acres.  He  also  farms  a  place  where 
he  now  resides  of  seventy  acres  and  he 
has  at  present  writing  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  his  home  place. 
He  likewise  farms  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  adjoining,  and  in  connection  with 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  is  conducting  a  dairy, 
the  product  of  which  finds  a  ready  sale  upon 
the  market  becanse  of  its  excellence.     He  is 


practical  in  all  that  he  does  aTid  his  methodi- 
cal work  and  persistency  of  purpose  have 
been  strong  elements  in  gaining  him  pros- 
perity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winlder  have  four  children, 
who  are  yet  living;  Anna,  a  young  lady  at 
home;  Etta,  the  wife  of  Harold  Burton,  a 
traveling  salesman;  Rosa,  at  home;  and 
Charles,  of  Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Winkler 
votes  with  the  democratic  party,  which  he 
has  supported  since  1896,  having  previous  to 
that  time  been  a  republican.  He  was  elected 
and  served  for  several  years  as  township  clerk, 
filling  the  oiiice  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
several  years,  was  also  township  treasurer  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  review.  Re-election 
continued  him  in  ail  of  those  oifices  for  some 
time  and  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
he  was  ever  found  faithful,  prompt  and  re- 
liable. He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate 
to  county  conventions  and  for  twenty-two 
years  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  doing  effective  service  in  behalf  of 
education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winkler  were  reared 
in  the  Catholic  faith  and  belong  to  the  church 
in  Qlount  Clemens.  He  is  one  of  the  men  of 
Macomb  county  who  has  made  his  own  way 
from  his  youth,  for  he  started  out  in  life  with- 
out capital  or  the  assistance  of  infiuential 
friends.  He  has  by  hard  work,  good  business 
management  and  frugality  become  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  and  a  good  home  and 
he  has  likewise  gained  an  honored  name  in  the 
land  of  his  adoption. 

ALBERT  A.  TAKISOT,  Jt.  D. 

Dr.  Albert  A.  Parisot,  whose  careful  and 
thorough  preparation  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion has  made  him  one  of  the  successful  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  Slount  Clemens,  now 
giving  his  attention  in  large  measure  to  a 
bathing  practice,  was  bom  in  Cliff  Mine,  Ke- 
weenaw county,  Michigan,  April  30, 1864.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Gabriel  Parisot,  lived 
and  died  in  France.  The  father,  Theophile 
S.  Parisot,  was  a  native  of  Prance  and  came 
to  Michigan  fifty-two  years  ago,  settling  in 
Wayne  county.  Subsequent  to  his  marriage 
he  removed  to  the  North  Peninsula  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Phoenix  Mining  Com- 
pany, but  in  April,  1870,  he  came  to  Macomb 
county.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
while  his  wife  is  now  living  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens. She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marieanne 
Voiland  and  was  also  a  native  of  France.  Her 
father  Theboau  Voiland,  was  one  of  the  early 
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settlers  of  JIacouib  eouiity,  loeatiug  heve  more 
than  ft  half  century  ago  and  through  long 
years  he  followed  farming,  being  one  of  the 
worthy  pioneers  who  contributed  in  large 
measure  to  the  material  improvement  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years.  Theophile  S.  Parisot  had 
four  brothers,  three  now  deceased,  while  Ferd- 
inand J.,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
France,  is  now  a  resident  of  Michigan.  He 
is  known  as  a  veterem  warrior,  having  par- 
ticipated in  the  Russian-Crimean  war  and 
also  the  Franco-Austrian  corapaign  in  1859, 
and  from  1861  to  1866  he  aided  the  Italian 
government  in  suppressing  the  guerrillas,  for 
which  he  received  the  Italian  medal  of  honor 
from  Napoleon  the  third.  All  other  members 
of  this  branch  of  the  Parisot  family  lived  and 
died  in  France. 

Albert  A.  Parisot  is  indebted  to  the  public 
school  system  of  Macomb  county  for  the  early 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed.  After  put- 
ting aside  his  text-books  he  returned  to  the 
scenes  of  his  boyhood,  being  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  northern  Michigan  for  a  short  time.  He 
afterward  clerked  for  the  firm  of  North, 
Kloeekner  &  Gardner,  at  Calumet,  Michigan, 
spending  two  years  in  a  general  store,  but 
realizing  in  the  meantime  the  value  of  edu- 
cation he  attended  the  Detroit  Business  Uni- 
versity, from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1888.  He  then  became  an  ac- 
countant for  the  finn  of  B.  Quelle  &  Com- 
pany, in  Red  Jacket,  Michigan,  continuing 
with  that  house  for  a  year.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  year  he  removed  to  Montana, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mining  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Amalgamated  Mining  Compauy. 
He  next  became  an  accountant  in  a  wholesale 
and  retail  store  in  Montana,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued for  one  year,  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  eame  to  Mount  Clem- 
ens, hoping  to  recover  his  lost  health.  Here 
he  did  clerical  work  for  the  firm  of  Haller 
&  Company  for  two  years,  when,  having  de- 
termined to  enter  the  medical  profession,  he 
took  up  the  stiidy  of  medicine.  During  his 
vacations  he  sailed  on  the  Great  Lakes,  being 
for  three  seasons  purser  on  different  vessels. 
He  completed  his  course  of  medicine  in  the 
Detroit  College  of  Medicine  in  1895  and  in 
order  to  still  farther  promote  his  efficiency 
he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Chicago  Clinical 
School  in  1898.  Every  year  he  spends  his 
vacation  in  Chicago  or  in  the  east  attending 
clinical  lectures  and  hospital  work. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1896,  Dr.  Parisot 
entered  upon  the     practice     of  medicine  in 


Mount  Clemens  as  a  partner  of  Dr.  J.  P. 
O'Keefe,  of  the  firm  of  O'Keefe  &  Parisot, 
a  relation  which  was  maintained  for  two 
years.  The  partnership  was  then  dissolved 
and  Dr.  Parisot  continues  in  practice  alone, 
being  now  located  at  No.  46  Macomb  street. 
He  conducts  a  general  and  bathing  practice 
and  has  been  very  successful,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  has  had  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world  unaided  from  early  boy- 
hood. He  has  been  county  physician  since 
1899  and  in  his  private  practice  he  is  accord- 
ed a  large  and  liberal  patronage,  which  is 
indicative  of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  hk  fellow  townsmen. 

Dr.  Parisot  was  elected  mayor  of  Mount 
Clemens  on  the  republican  ticket  in  1903  and 
held  the  office  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  refused  a  re-election.  He  has,  how- 
ever, been  somewhat  active  in  political  circles 
and  he  won  his  election  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1898,  Dr.  Pari- 
sot was  married  to  Miss  Frances  C.  Lacey,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Louisa  (Bell)  Lacey, 
of  Mount  Clemens.  Their  children  are :  Mer- 
lin A.  and  Leo  J.  Dr.  Parisot  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Foresters  and  the  For- 
esters of  America.  He  was  elected  grand 
knight  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in  1903 
and  served  until  January  1,  1904.  He  is 
also  physician  for  that  order,  for  the  Wood- 
men and  the  Foresters  of  America.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Macomb  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society 
and  thus  he  keeps  in  constant  touch  with  the 
advanced  thought  of  the  profession.  He  is  a 
man  of  strong  personality,  marked  individual- 
ity, cordial  manner,  kindly  disposition  and 
unfailing  coiirtesy,  and  these  qualities  have 
gained  for  him  the  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  either 
.socially  or  professionally. 


WILLIAM  CONKLIN. 

William  Conklin  was  bom  i'ebruary  18, 
1818,  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  and  is 
a  son  of  Andrew  and  Pamelia  (Scott)  Conk- 
hn.  The  father  was  bom  on  Long  Island. 
In  the  maternal  line  Mr.  Conklin  comes  from 
Scotch  ancestry,  three  brothers  of  the  name 
of  Scott  having  emigrated  from  the  land  of 
the  heather  to  the  new  world.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  of 
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the  Kovohitionary  war,  wounded  in  the  battk' 
of  Blinker  Hill,  and  other  representatives  of 
the  name  were  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
while  one  was  in  the  Blaek  Hawk  war  and 
afterward  became  manager  of  the  Terre 
Hante  &  Indiana  Railroad.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  commissioners  who  settled  the  difSeiil- 
ties  brought  about  by  the  Black  Hawk  war. 
Andrew  Conklin  remained  a  resident  of  the 
Empire  state  throughout  his  entire  life,  his 
death  occurring  iu  Niagara  county.  New 
York.  His  widow  afterward  eanie  to  Michi- 
gan with  her  son  Delos  Conklin,  making  the 
trip  in  1842,  and  they  also  lived  for  a  year 
in  Wisconsin.  Delos  Conklin  took  up  gov- 
ernment land,  constituting  the  farm  upon 
which  his  brother  William  now  resides.  He 
was  bom  in  1308.  and  for  many  years  was 
an  enterprisins  iigrieultui'i«t  of  Macomb 
county.  Besides  WilliMiu  and  Delos  there  were 
five  sisters  in  the  t'<i:iiily.  mie  of  whom  is  still 
living  at  the  age  of  sevetity-five  years  and  is 
a  resident  of  Memphis,  Michigan. 

William  Connlin  had  but  limited  education- 
al privileges  but  his  trainiiig  at  farm  labor 
was  not  meager.  When  a  hoy  he  began  work 
in  the  fields  and  when  also  in  his  teens  he 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followetl 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  bought  his  fli-st 
land  in  Richmond  township,  becoming  the 
owner  of  sixty  acres  and  later  he  purchased 
forty-two  acres  in  Armada  township.  His 
brother  owned  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land  which  is  now  in  possession  of 
a  nephew  of  William  (Conklin.  Through- 
out his  entire  business  career  William 
Conklin  has  been  identified  either  with 
coopering  or  with  farming  interests  and  liis 
untiring  labor  and  good  business  judgment 
have  constituted  the  basis  of  his  success.  He 
is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, St.  Clair  coiuity. 

Delos  Conklin  was  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  a  Jliss  Stewart.  Follow- 
ing her  death  he  married  Eliza  Spencer,  liy 
whom  he  had  one  child,  Henry  D.  Conklin, 
whose  birth  occurred  July  18,  1858.  The 
Uiother's  death  occurred  only  a  few  days 
later,  but  the  father  survived  until  1877,  when 
he  passed  away,  leaving  his  son  Henry,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  early  history 
of  the  family.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Armada  and  has  always  carried  on  general 
farming.  Like  his  father  he  has  been  a  sup- 
porter of  the  republican  party  and  filled  the 
office  of  pathmaster.  He  attends  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  which  the  family  have  long 
been  identified,  his  father  having  struck  the 


first  blow  '.n  the  present  Congregaticmal 
church  in  Armada,  The  name  Conklin  is 
closely  associated  with  the  early  development 
of  this  part  of  the  state  and  no  history  of 
Macomb  coiuity  would  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  representatives  of  the  name. 


STEPHEN  H.  WHITNEY. 

Stejihen  H.  Whitney,  living  on  section  8, 
Macomb  township,  has  made  fanning  his  life 
work  and  is  now  operating  a  tract  of  land 
of  two  hundred  and  seven  acres,  which  in  its 
well  improved  condition  indicates  his  care- 
ful management  and  capable  methods.  He 
was  horn  in  Macomb  township,  May  12, 
1850.  His  father,  John  Whitney,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  in  early  manhood 
came  west  to  Michigan,  casting  iu  his  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers  at  a  time  when  the 
greater  part  of  this  state  was  wild  and  un- 
improved. He  entered  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment in  Macomb  township,  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
which  he  soon  transformed  into  a  valuable 
tract,  carrying  on  the  work  of  improvement 
and  progress  until  he  owned  an  excellent 
property.  He  was  married  here  to  Miss 
Phoebe  Nelson,  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  a  child  with  her 
father.  Richard  Nelson,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  this  portion  of  the  state.  John 
Whitney  and  his  wife  reared  their  family 
upon  the  old  homestead  farm  and  continued 
to  reside  there  until  called  to  their  final  rest, 
the  husband  surviving  his  wife  for  a  number 
of  years.  Of  their  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  are 
yet  living,  the  brother,  Cortland  Whitney, 
being  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens,  while 
Electa  M.  Whitney  is  now  the  wife  of  Julian 
Axtell  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Stephen  H.  Whitney  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  fanner  lads,  obtaining  his 
education  in  the  home  schools  and  working 
in  the  fields  when  not  busy  with  his  text- 
books. He  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  had  attained  his  ma.jority  and  then  made 
arrangements  for  having  a  home  of  his  own 
by  his  marriage  on  the  11th  of  April,  1872,  to 
Miss  Emma  S.  Immen,  a  native  of  Macomb 
county,  born  in  New  Baltimore.  Her  father. 
John  H.  Immen,  was  born  in  London,  Engr- 
land,  and  came  to  Michigan  when  this  was 
largely  an  undeveloped  portion  of  the  state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  began  their  life 
upon  a  farm  which  he  rented  for  three  years, 
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and  in  1875  he  bouglit  where  he  now  resides, 
securing  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres 
of  land  which  he  at  once  began  to  cultivate 
and  improve.  He  made  various  repairs  and 
changes,  continuing  the  work  of  develop- 
ment until  good  buildings  sheltered  his  grain 
and  stock  and  the  fields  yielded  him  rich  har- 
vests. As  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
and  his  financial  resources  were  thereby  in- 
creased he  added  to  bis  land  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  has  about  two  htmdred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  in  connection  with  the 
cultivation  of  the  fields  he  raises  good  stock, 
making  a  specialty  of  high  grade  and  pure 
blooded  Durham  cattle.  He  fattens  and 
feeds  stock  for  the  market  and  his  annual 
sales  return  him  a  good  income.  In  his  busi- 
ness relations  he  is  found  to  be  trustworthy, 
conducting  aU  transactions  so  that  while  he 
realizes  a  fair  profit  he  never  takes  advan- 
tage of  the  necessities  of  his  feUowmen. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Whitney  have  become  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  Florence  L. ; 
Clara  E.,  the  wife  of  Orvil  Davis,  who  is  liv- 
ing at  Davis,  Michigan ;  Bertha  F.,  the  wife 
of  Robert  B.  Miller,  who  was  educated  at 
Mount  Clemens  and  is  a  teacher  of  Macomb 
county ;  Grace  P.,  the  wife  of  John  E,  Hall, 
who  is  also  a  teacher  and  was  educated  in 
Mount  Clemens;  Maude  C,  who  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Motuit  Clemens  high  school;  Clarence, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and 
John  H.,  a  student  in  the  Macomb  school. 

Mr.  Whitney's  study  of  the  political  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day  led  him  to  give 
his  first  presidential  ballot  in  siipport  of 
General  TJ.  S,  Grant  and  he  has  since  been 
a  stanch  and  earnest  republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  at  Macomb  and  he  has  served 
as  one  of  its  trustees.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  Maccabees  and  the  Gleaners,  fraternal 
insurance  orders,  and  he  is  well  known  so- 
cially, having  many  warm  friends  who  es- 
teem him  for  the  possession  of  sterling  traits 
of  character. 


EDWARD  GRAHAM  POLSOM,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  Graham  Folsom,  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  of  medicine  in  Mount 
Clemens,  where  he  is  also  filling  the  position 
of  postmaster,  giving  to  the  city  a  practical, 
businesslike  administration,  was  bom  in  At- 
tica, Wyoming  county.  New  York,  May  25, 
1854,  and  in  the  paternal  line  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  old  families  of  Massachusetts, 


the  original  American  ancestors  coining  from 
England  in  1630.  His  father,  George  P.  Fol- 
som, was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
pursued  his  education  in  Williams  College  and 
the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary.  Being  or- 
dained a  clergyman  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry at  Attica,  New  York,  in  1852.  His  last 
days  were  spent  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
died  November  12, 1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  His  widow  still  survives  him  at 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lillias  Graham  Eraser  and 
was  born  in  Scotland,  her  birthplace  being  on 
the  isle  of  Isla.  She  was  only  three  years  of 
age  when  brought  to  America  by  her  parents, 
who  located  first  at  Goderich,  Canada. 

When  Dr.  Folsom  was  five  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Geneseo,  New  York,  and 
be  afterward  attended  Temple  Hill  Academy 
until  1869,  when  he  became  a  student  in  Lake 
Forest  Academy,  at  Lake  Forest,  Hlinois.  He 
pursued  a  course  there  and  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years  he  began  clerking  in  the  store 
of  John  V.  Farwell,  in  Chicago.  He  was  thus 
employed  until  October,  1871,  when  the  great 
Chicago  fire  occurred.  He  afterward  returned 
to  Geneseo,  New  York,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  store  for  three  years,  after  which  he  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  medicine,  his  reading 
being  directed  by  James  A.  West,  M.  D.,  for 
a  year.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  entered  the 
Chicago  Homeopathic  College,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  March  5,  1877.  He  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Albion,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year,  spent  a  similar 
period  in  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  and  then  located 
for  practice  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  where  he 
continued  until  1882.  The  succeeding  two 
years  were  passed  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
and  in  June,  1884,  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Macomb  County,  Michigan  State  and  Ameri- 
can Medical  Associations  and  has  presided  at 
various  meetings  of  these  oi^anizations,  keep- 
ing in  close  touch  with  the  progress  that  is 
constantly  being  made  by  the  profession. 

During  his  residence  in  Mount  Clemens, 
covering  twenty-one  years.  Dr.  Folsom  has 
held  office  for  seventeen  years.  He  was  health 
officer  for  nine  years,  was  secretary  of  the 
Maeonib  county  board  of  pension  examiners 
for  four  years  and  in  1901  was  appointed 
postmaster  by  President  McKinley  and  is  now 
filling  that  office,  giving  a  most  satisfactory 
administration.  His  ancestors  were  whigs  and 
he  has  always  been  a  republican,  never  falter- 
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iiig  ill  his  ailf  g-iaiice  to  the  party,  while  in  its 
local  ranks  he  is  known  as  an  active  and  ef- 
fective worker.  He  lias  served  for  six  years 
as  treasurer  of  the  republican  county  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1878,  Dr.  Fol- 
som  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  P.  Miller,  of 
Chicago,  a  daughter  of  Albion  R.  and  Mar- 
tha (Tambling)  Miller,  formerly  of  Potsdam, 
New  York.  Their  children  are  Claude  Miller, 
Elizabeth  Girahani,  George  Albion,  Edward 
Graham,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Fitch.  Dr.  Folsom 
and  hia  family  are  widely  known  and  occupy 
an  enviable  petition  in  the  social  circle  of  the 
city.  He  holds  membei^hip  relations  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America  and  with  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  his  professional  career,  his  politi- 
cal record  and  his  private  life  alike  commend 
him  to  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  those  with 
whom  he  is  daily  brought  in  contact. 


CHARLES  II.  J0NE8. 

Charles  11.  Jones,  who  is  living  a  retired 
life  in  Meade,  and  known  for  many  years  as 
a  wide-awake,  practical  and  progressive  agri- 
culturist in"  Macomb  county,  is  still  the  owner 
of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
which  is  well  improved  and  constitutes  a  valu- 
able property.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ray, 
Michigan,  July  8,  1840.  His  father,  James 
Jones,  was  a  native  of  London,  England,  bom 
in  1803,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
locating  in  the  state  of  New  York  when  a 
young  man.  He  was  married  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Funnell,  also 
a  native  of  England,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  on  the  same  vessel  on  which  her  hus- 
band crossed  the  Atlantic.  Their  acquaint- 
ance was  begun  during  that  voyage  and  for 
a  year  after  their  marriage  they  remained  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  coming  thence  to  Michi- 
gan about  1830.  They  settled  in  Macomb 
township,  Macomb  county,  and  later  Mr. 
Jones  returned  to  England,  where  he  secured 
some  money  and  then  again  coming  to  Amer- 
ica he  purchased  government  land  and  opened 
up  a  farm  on  section  12,  Ray  township.  He 
at  first  had  eighty  acres  from  which  he  cleared 
the  brush  and  trees  and  afterward  plowed 
and  planted  the  fields  until  they  returned  him 
good  crops.  Thus  he  opened  up  a  farm  and 
later  in  life  he  extended  its  boundaries  by 
the  purchase  of  additional  acreage.  He  also 
owned  land  in  different  counties,  his  posses- 
sions aggregating  about  five  hnndrod  acres. 


He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  trustworthy 
and  infiuential  fanners  of  his  locality.  He 
made  several  trips  across  the  Atlantic  to  his 
old  home,  crossing  the  water  thirteen  times. 
He  took  great  delight  in  travel  and  visited 
every  portion  of  the  United  States,  thus  gain- 
ing an  intiiriate  knowledge  of  his  adopted 
country  as  well  as  of  his  native  land.  He  was 
a  financier,  capable,  alert  and  enterprising  in 
all  business  matters,  and  through  the  careful 
conduct  of  liw  varied  interests  he  won  the 
success  that  enabled  him  in  his  later  years  to 
Jive  retired  in  New  Haven.  There  he  died  in 
1895  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  afBIiaticm 
where  national  issues  were  involved,  llirs 
wife  pa^ed  .away  in  New  Haven  in  1S79. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  mature  years  and  of  this 
nnmber  three  sons  and  three  daughters  are 
yet  living,  namely  r  Charles  11.,  Robert  and 
David  P.,  who  are  residents  of  this  county 
and  are  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
«'ork ;  Mrs.  Mary  Brownlee,  of  Detroit ;  Celes- 
tia,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Lafurgey,  of  Chester- 
field; and  Ida,  the  wife  of  Russell  Hazelton, 
a  farmer  of  Ray  township. 

Charles  H.  Jones  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Macomb  township  upon  his  father's  farm, 
no  event  of  special  importance  occurring  to 
vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his 
boyhood  and  youth.  He  was  educated  in  th(' 
country  schools  and  remained  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  grown,  assisting  materially 
in  carrying  on  the  farm.  In  early  manhood 
he  sought  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's 
journey,  being  married  in  Chesterfield  Se]>- 
tember  24,  1865,  to  Miss  Celestia  Hart,  m 
daughter  of  Putnam  Hart,  a  native  of  New 
Yorl;,  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
man  and  was  married  here  to  Louisa  Craw- 
ford, a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  She  had 
arrived  in  Michigan  when  a  maiden  of  eleven 
summers.  Mr.  Hart  followed  farming  in 
Chesterfield  township  and  it  was  there  that 
Mrs.  Jones  was  bom,  reared  and  educated. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Jones  followed 
farming  in  Chesterfield  township  for  seven 
years,  beginning  his  domestic  life  upon  a 
small  tract  of  land  of  forty  acres.  Later  he 
sold  that  property  and  located  in  Macomb 
township.  There  he  had  eighty  acres,  which 
he  began  to  farm,  making  substantial  im- 
provements thereon.  He  built  a  good  resi- 
dence and  barn,  planted  an  orchard  and  shade 
trees,  set  np  a  wind-pump,  fenced  his  fields 
and  continued  the  work  of  improvement  until 
his  efforts  resulted  iu  the  development  of  a 
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fiiK'  i>i'oiK'rty.  lli;  raised  grain  and  stock  and 
also  conducted  a  dairy,  and  his  business  af- 
fairs were  managed  with  systematic  care  and 
jH'eeision.  He  removed  from  his  farm  in 
ifarch,  1902,  at  which  time  he  purchased  two 
acres  of  land  in  Meade  and  built  a  neat  home 
there,  since  which  time  he  lias  lived  retired, 
having  rented  his  farm. 

lir.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  nine  are  living,  as  follows : 
Fred  J.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  hiniber  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee;  Frank 
v.,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Meade 
Creamery;  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Ward  Conklin, 
a  fanner  of  Macomb  county;  Jennie  B.,  the 
\\ife  of  Clyde  Reed,  of  Detroit;  Hattie,  the 
wifi.'  of  Merton  Dennison,  of  Macomb  town- 
ship: Louisa  E.,  the  wife  of  Marvin  Houton, 
;i  lumber  merchant  of  McDonald,  Tennessee; 
\'i.'iia  K.,  the  wife  of  Ward  Switzer.  a  jeweler, 
of  .Mount  Clemens;  Elizabeth  Ann,  a  teacher 
in  Macimib  township;  and  Addie  M„  a  stu- 
dent in  the  County  Normal  at  New  Baltimore. 
They  also  lost  one  daughter,  Ella  L.,  who  died 
ill  curly  womanhood,  in  1895. 

l,iko  the  other  members  of  the  family 
Chiirk's  II.  Jones  gives  his  political  allegiance 
tn  the  ileuiocraey,  but  aside  from  casting  his 
iKillot  ill  support  of  the  measures  of  the  party 
liiis  never  been  active  in  politics.  His  labors 
ill  behalf  of  afiricultural  development,  how- 
c\cr.  have  been  notable.  He  has  worked  per- 
sistently and  earnestly  for  the  acquirement 
of  n  coiiifoitiiblc  coni|")etcTiee  and  now  that 
Ills  biiiors  have  iiecii  rewarded  he  is  enjoying 
a  well  merited  rest  in  the  midst  of  the  fruits 
o:  his  loniiei'  toil. 


OSMAX  B.  EVANS. 

Osiiiaii  B.  Evans,  a  traveling  salesman  re- 
siding at  Kichmond,  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  St.  Clair  county,  Michigan, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Kimball,  August 
9.  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  Brison  Ev- 
il ds.  who  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1835. 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Closs,  who  became  the 
iulopted  daughter  of  Samuel  Baker,  a  native 
of  Xc\\-  York,  who  was  a  Methodist  preacher 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1842.  locating  at 
Richmond,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
d;iy(i.  his  death  occurring  in  1866. 

Charles  B.  Evans  was  a  little  lad  of  six 
summers  when  brought  to  America  in  1841. 
He  became  a  resident  of  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  until  1860 
when  be   removed  to   Macoiiih   county,   set- 


tling two  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Rich- 
mond on  section  24,  Richmond  township. 
There  he  continued  throughout  his  active 
life  and  the  farm  which  he  owned  and  op- 
erated is  stilt  in  possession  of  the  family. 
He  was  a  man  of  genuine  moral  worth  in 
all  life's  relations,  and  he  held  membership 
with  the  Methodist  ehiu-eh  and  gave  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  republican  party.  He 
had  fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  were  born 
of  his  first  marriage  and  five  by  the  second. 

Osman  B.  Evans,  the  eldest  child,  spent 
his  school  days  in  St.  Clair  county  and  con- 
tinued on  the  old  homestead  farm  until  his 
marriage,  during  which  time  he  gained  inti- 
mate and  practical  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  of  tiUing  the  soil.  He  chose  Miss 
May  A.  Chubb  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
for  life's  journey,  their  marriage  being  cele- 
brated November  2,  1892.  She  was  born  in 
Ray  township,  Macomb  county,  August  6, 
1867.  Her  father,  Joseph  Chubb,  was  born 
in  November,  1822,  and  married  Clarissa  R. 
liathrop,  who  was  bom  in  Biiffalo,  New 
York,  in  1826.  and  died  in  1894.  The 
grandfather,  Joseph  Chubb,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 1.  1780.  and  married  Asenath 
Stevens.  He  had  an  ancestor  who  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  grand- 
father came  to  Macomb  county  in  1825 
and  secured  a  homestead  in  Ray  township, 
where  he  lived  for  many  years  as  a  respected 
citizen.  By  bis  first  marriage  he  had  three 
children,  WilHatii.  Joseph  and  Sallie.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married 
her  sister,  Alai'ia  Stevens,  and  their  children 
are  David.  Elijah,  Mrs,  Lucinda  Lee,  Polly, 
Edwin  and  imcretia.  The  first  two  and  the 
last  two  are  still  living  and  Elijah  resides 
lieai"  Detroit,  while  the  others  are  residents 
of  Macomb  county. 

Joseph  Chubb,  father  of  Jlrs.  Evans,  was 
entirely  a  self-made  man.  He  did  not  learn 
his  alphabet  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  and  his  education  was  obtained  through 
his  unaided  efforts.  While  earning  his  own 
living  he  utilized  leisure  hours  for  study 
and  spent  a  few  winter  seasons  in  school.  In 
1863  he  entered  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  from  the  law 
department  in  1865,  after  which  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
Ray  township.  In  1872  he  removed  to  New 
Haven,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
1876,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Ridgeway,  now  Richmond,  here  residing  un- 
til his  death  in  1892.  Owing  to  a  crippled 
limb  be  was  unable  to  enter  the  army  at  the 
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time  of  the  Civil  war  but  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  a  recruiting  officer  and  was 
deputy  provost  marshal.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  republican  for  a  number  of  years 
and  afterward  a  prohibitionist,  having  al- 
ways been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  cause 
of  temperance.  Although  handicapped  some- 
what physically  he  lived  a  most  actiye  and 
nsefvil  life  and  for  ten  years  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  had 
two  children,  the  son  being  Theodore  Chubb, 
now  of  Lenox  township.  The  daughter,  Mrs. 
Evans,  spent  her  school  days  in  Richmond 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
1886,  after  which  she  followed  teaching  for 
six  years  in  Macomb  and  St.  Clair  connties. 
In  1892  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  removed  to 
Lenox,  where  they  now  have  a  pleasant  home 
noted  for  its  gracious  and  warm-hearted 
hospitality.  For  the  past  eight  years  he 
has  been  upon  the  road  as  traveling  sales- 
man for  the  Port  Huron  Engine  &  Thresher 
Company.  He  has  been  a  school  trustee  for 
four  years  and  in  1905  was  elected  president 
of  the  village.  He  belongs  to  Richmond 
lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Mount  Clemens 
chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Improved 
Order  of  Foresters  and  tlie  Knights  of 
Pythias.  His  manner  is  social  and  cordial 
smd  he  has  become  popular  npon  the  road 
as  well  as  in  the  place  of  his  residence,  hav- 
ing many  warm  friends  among  his  business 
patrons  as  well  as  among  those  whom  he 
meets  socially. 


PETER  DANIELS  LERICH. 

Peter  J).  Lerich  is  a  representative  farmer 
and  the  oldest  living  resident  of  Macomb 
county.  His  life  has  been  noble  in  many 
respects  and  no  history  of  this  portion  of 
the  state  would  be  complete  without  his 
record.  He  was  born  May  20, 1810,  in  Green- 
wich township,  "Warren  coimty,  New  Jersey, 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Daniels)  Le- 
rich. The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  served  as  a 
commissioned  officer.  He  had  a  great  deal  of 
continental  money  and  with  this  he  went 
to  New  Jersey  to  buy  land.  There  he  ac- 
quired a  large  tract  of  land  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
flour,  plaster  and  sawmills.  He  had  eleven 
children  by  his  first  marriage,  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  of  whom  Isaac  Lerich  was 
the  second.     "When   Isaac  was  on  his  death 


bed  he  told  his  son  Peter  nevef  to  touch 
a  drop  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  this  ad- 
vice the  son  faithfully  followed. 

Isaac  Lerich  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812  and  Mr.  Lerich  of  this  review  well  re- 
members seeing  his  father  in  his  uniform. 
He  died  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  his 
widow  became  the  wife  of  William  Cougle, 
of  that  state,  who  also  died  in  New  Jersi.'y. 
Many  experiences  and  hardships  incident  tn 
pioneer  life  were  borne  by  her  and  she  pei'- 
formed  much  arduous  toil,  aiding  in  shearing 
sheep  in  her  early  womanhood. 

Peter  D.  Lerich  was  the  second  of  tlin^e 
children,  his  brother  Robert  dying  in  Michi- 
gan, while  his  sister  Margaret  Ann  died  al 
the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  lU' 
is  thus  the  only  siirvivor  of  the  family,  ITi> 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  New  Jcrsv'v 
in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  On  the 
18th  of  April,  1835,  he  married  Sarah  Fish- 
bough,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margai'cl 
(Oglethorpe)  Fishbough,  the  latter  a  lineiil 
descendant  of  James  Oglethorpe,  the  founder 
of  the  colony  of  Georgia.  She  was  a  noted 
singer  and  sang  in  public  many  well  known 
slavery  songs,  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
anti-slavery  movement.  Mrs,  Lerich 's  fatln'i' 
was  of  German  lineage,  was  bom  in  New 
Jersey  and  engaged  in  teaching,  being  a 
noted  educator  of  that  day.  She  receivei.1 
her  early  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
state  and  announced  her  desire  to  attend  n 
country  rather  than  a  town  school,  telliiit; 
her  guardian  that  the  teacher  of  tbi:  foi'iner 
could  instruct  her  in  geography,  wliile  tliiit 
branch  of  learning  was  not  taught  in  the 
town  school.  She  fed  and  milked  five  eo^\'^ 
every  morning  and  evening  in  order  to  pay 
for  her  board  and  she  walked  two  miles  1o 
the  schoolhouse,  often  through  snow  an^ 
mud.  She  was  bom  of  poor  parents  in  ;i 
log  cabin  and  her  mother's  birth  was  also 
in  a  similar  building.  Mrs.  Lerich  had  one 
brother  and  one  sister,  the  former  l)pii];; 
William,  who  became  a  noted  author,  hi** 
books  being  widely  circulated.  In  <'fn-ly 
manhood  he  was  a  Universalist  preacher  and 
later  served  as  private  secretar>-  to  Andrew 
Jackson  Davis.  Elizabeth  Fishbough,  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family,  became  the 
wife  of  Larman  Chatfield,  a  noted  Methodist 
preacher  of  Macomb  county,  Michitran.  who 
was  numbered  among  the  pioneer  ininiHters 
of  this  part  of  the  state  and  afterward  served 
as  presiding  elder. 

Mr.  Lerich  came  west  in  1835,  traveling 
by  water  from  Brnn.swick.  New  Jersey,  to 
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New  York,  thence  up  the  Hudson,  by  the 
Erie  canal  to  Buffalo  and  by  lake  to  Detroit, 
which  was  then  a  small  place.  His  mother 
had  sold  her  land  in  New  Jersey  and  bought 
land  here.  Mr.  Lerich  intended  to  go  farther 
west  but  his  wife  fell  from  the  wagon  and 
broke  her  arm  when  near  Royal  Oak,  thir- 
teen miles  north  of  Detroit.  This  caused 
him  to  remain  in  eastern  Michigan  and  he 
purchased  land  from  Nathaniel  C.  Nara- 
more,  upon  which  were  two  log  houses  and 
a  barn,  the  tract  comprising  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  To  this  he  afterward  ad- 
ded one  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  which 
is  still  known  as  the  Springhill  farm.  He 
also  bought  other  land  in  Will  county.  Illi- 
nois, near  Joliet,  and  altogether  had  eleven 
hundred  acres,  a  part  of  which  he  purchased 
for  ten  shillings  per  acre  and  afterward  sold 
for  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerich  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children  but  only  three  are  living.  Will- 
iam F.,  bom  in  184i),  was  a  member  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  during 
the  Civil  war  and  was  wounded  at  Charles 
City  crossroads.  He  married  Elizabeth  Par- 
rish,  near  Utica,  and  died  in  1883,  leaving 
a  son  and  daughter,  William  F.  and  Sarah. 
Isaac  N.,  born  in  1842,  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  was  wounded  and  lay  on  the  battle-field 
for  fourteen  days,  after  which  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  Following  his  convalescence  he 
was  made  a  captain  and  afterward  major 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  There  he  married 
Emma  Duller  and  died  in  1883.  survived  by 
six  children.  Cleantha,  bom  May  14,  1838, 
became  the  wife  of  Grant  Underwood,  living 
near  Rochester,  Michigan.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Nebraska.  Mrs.  Underwood  died 
in  April,  1904.  They  had  six  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Sarah,  bom  June  27,.  1848,  is  the 
widow  of  Walter  Miller  and  resides  in  Kene- 
saw,  Nebraska.  She  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  but  only  three  sons  are  yet  liv- 
ing. Lillian,  bom  July  6,  1854,  is  an  artist 
and  the  wife  of  Willis  Miller,  of  Oxford, 
Michigan,  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Mau- 
rice. Margaretta,  born  March  3,  1836,  Hale 
bom  March  20,  1851,  Joseph,  born  January 
25,  1856,  and  Jamie,  born  September  10, 
1858,  all  died  in  infancy.  Liberetta  E.,  bom 
January  20,  1845,  has  spent  most  of  her  life 
in  Macomb  county.  In  1865  she  became  the 
wife  of  Addison  J.  Green,  the  oldest  child 
of  Calvin  and  Louisa  (Baldwin)  Green.  Cal- 
vin Green  was  an  extensive  farmer  of  Oak- 
land county.     He  came  from  New  York  to 


Michigan  with  his  father,  James  Green,  and 
settled  in  Oakland  county  at  an  early  period 
in  its  development.  Addison  J.  Green,  also 
a  progressive  farmer  of  Macomb  county,  was 
one  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are 
stiU  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Sprague 
and  Mrs.  Lucy  Sprague,  of  Pontiae,  jMiclii- 
gan;  and  Mrs.  Avis  Keyes,  who  resides  in 
that  locality.  Addison  Green  died  May  25. 
1905,  leaving  besides  his  widow  three  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Gerls  T.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Kessel,  of  Oxford,  and  conducts 
a  meat  market  at  that  place ;  Loa,  a  teacher 
of  science  in  the  high  school  of  Big  Rapids : 
Cleo,  who  was  educated  at  Utica  and  after 
teaching  school  for  two  years  near  Mount 
Clemens  has  resided  in  Utica,  caring  for  her 
aged  grandfather  since  1898;  Benjamin  C, 
of  Lapeer,  who  married  Josie  HoUister,  of 
Oxford,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter;  Wallace 
A.,  a  stockdealer  of  Oxford;  and  Bretta  E., 
the  wife  of  John  L.  Wallace,  of  Drnmbo,  On- 
tario, by  whom  she  has  one  son. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerich  went  through  the  usu- 
al experiences  of  pioneer  life.  Money  was 
very  scarce  in  those  early  days  and  was  not 
to  be  depended  upon,  for  it  was  issued  by 
banks  without  apparent  security  by  which 
the  bills  could  be  redeemed.  They  fluctuated 
greatly  in  value  and  land  vahies  were  equal- 
ly unstable.  The  money  was  called  red  dog 
and  wild  cat  currency  or  by  other  names 
equally  fanciful.  The  people  saw  very  hard 
times  and  starvation  seemed  to  threaten  many 
a  family  at  an  early  day.  Inone  year  the  early 
settlers  used  their  ashes  and  got  from  them 
salt  which  they  took  to  the  town  and  traded 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  rates  of 
postage  were  exorbitant  and  Mr.  Lerich  tells 
that  the  first  letter  he  received  had  a  postage 
of  seventy-five  cents  iipon  it,  but  the  letter 
contained  two  hundred  dollars,  so  that  he  did 
not  demur  in  paying  that  amount.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  strong  temperance  man  and 
would  not  sell  his  grain  to  the  distilleries. 
At  one  time  he  evidenced  his  dislike  to  the 
business  by  salting  some  com  with  which 
he  had  to  pay  a  note.  This  prevented  the 
corn  from  fermenting  quickly  enough  to  lie 
used  for  distilling  purposes.  The  man  to 
whom  he  gave  the  corn  was  very  indignant 
and  claimed  he  could  not  feed  it  to  his  stock 
as  it  might  kill  the  hogs,  but  Jlr.  Lerich  said 
that  he  would  pay  for  all  the  hogs  killed  by 
salted  corn.  He  has  always  been  a  champion 
of  right  and  progress.  He  first  voted  for 
Birney,  being  one  of  the  first  seventy  in  the 
United  States  who  cast  a  ballot  for  the  aboli- 
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tion  candidate.  The  second  time  Birney  re- 
ceived about  seven  hundred  votes.  Mr.  Le- 
rich  was  a  very  strong  anti-slavery  man  and 
did  all  he  eould  to  further  the  cause,  and 
when  the  crisis  came  he  gave  two  sons  to 
the  Union  army. 

In  1889,  realizing  that  old  age  was  fast 
coming  upon  them,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lerioh  sold 
the  old  home,  Springhill,  and  removed  to 
the  Fishbough  cottage,  a  half  mile  west  of 
Utica,  which  Mre.  Lerich  had  previously  pur- 
chased and  to  which  she  gave  her  girlhood 
name.  Here  she  passed  away  in  May,  1898. 
Mr.  Lerich  is  one  of  the  most  estimable  mgn 
of  Macomb  county,  of  strong  character  and 
stalwart  purpose.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  this  part  of  Michigan  and 
is  the  patriarch  of  Macomb  county.  With 
the  efficient  care  of  his  granddaughter,  Miss 
Cleo,  he  bids  fair  to  reach  the  century  mark 
only  four  years  away. 


MEBTON  B.  SMITH. 

There  is  no  single  agency  which  has  exer- 
cised a  more  potent  influence  than  the  press 
in  the  promotion  and  conservation  of  advance- 
ment in  all  the  normal  lines  of  human  prog- 
ress. The  press  is  both  the  director  and  mir- 
ror of  public  opinion,  and  Macomb  county  has 
been  signally  favored  in  the  character  of  its 
newspapers  which  have  aimed  to  advance  its 
intereste  and  have  assisted  in  laying  fast  and 
sure  the  foundations  of  an  enlightened  com- 
monwealth. Mr.  Smith  of  this  review  is  pop- 
ular in  Romeo,  where  he  conducts  a  well-edit- 
ed paper.  The  Romeo  Observer,  which  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  joumaUsm  in  Mich- 
Mr.  Smith  was  born  October  25,  1868,  in 
the  city  where  he  yet  resides,  his  parents  be- 
ing Timothy  A.  and  Mary  L.  Smith,  The 
father  came  to  Michigan  from  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  in  1852,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  until  1875,  when  he  went 
upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman.  He 
died  June  1,  1896,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of 
his  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Delhi, 
New  York,  August  9,  1831.  His  wife,  Mary 
Laurissa  Prenti^,  who  was  born  in  Romeo, 
October  4,  1835,  passed  away  Aiigust  27, 
1888. 

Merton  B.  Smith  was  a  student  in  the  vil- 
lage schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when, 
having  finished  the  work  of  the  seventh  grade 
in  the  high  school,  he  entered  the  office  of  The 
Romeo  Observer  as  a  printer  and  with  tliis 


paper  lias  since  been  connected  as  employe 
or  owner.  He  purchased  the  plant  and  build- 
ing of  the  late  George  A.  Waterbury,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1894,  and  has  since  given  his  energies 
to  the  conduct  of  the  paper,  which  in  its 
make-up  presents  a  neat  appearance  and  in  its 
composition  is  a  bright,  newsy  journal,  treat- 
ing in  interesting  manner  the  local  events  and 
the  questions  of  national  interest.  The  Ob- 
server is  also  the  champion  of  republican 
principles,  for  Mr.  Smith  believes  firmly  in 
that  party.  He  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to 
the  office  of  village  prraident  in  1895,  serving 
for  one  term.  He  was  village  trustee  from 
1901  until  1903 ;  village  treasurer  from  1889 
until  1901;  and  was  again  elected  to  that 
office  in  1903,  serving  until  1905,  so  that  his 
incumbency  in  that  position  covered  four 
terms. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  December  19,  1894, 
in  Romeo,  to  Miss  Grace  D.  Millen,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  and  Mrs.  William  P.  Millen,  of 
Romeo.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  Ro- 
meo lodge,  No.  41,  A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  which  he 
joined  in  1889.  The  following  year  he  became 
a  member  of  Romeo  chapter.  No.  17,  R.  A,  M. ; 
in  1892  of  Romeo  comraandery,  No.  6,  K  T.; 
in  1895  of  Moslem  Temple,  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  of  Detroit;  in  1897  he  joined 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters;  and  in 
1903  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  kindly  disposition  and  unfail- 
ing courtesy,  enjoying  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him  and  the  friendship  of  many  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


OTIS  B.  MALLOW,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Otis  B.  Mallow,  who  is  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  bathing  practice  in  Mount  Clem- 
ens and  has  now  a  liberal  patronage,  was  bom 
in  Washington  Courthouse,  Ohio,  August  26, 
1875.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Simeon 
Mallow,  was  a  native  of  Frankfort,  Ohio,  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  state.  He  engaged  in  buying 
and  selling  live  stock  throughout  his  business 
career  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years  His  son  John  MiUow  was  bom 
in  Frankfort  Ohio  and  foi  many  \ears  was 
engaged  m  farming  and  the  real  estate  and 
banking  business  He  ilso  became  a  large 
landownei  m  that  state  having  a  valuable 
farm  of  six  hundred  acres  m  addition  to  other 
property.  He  married  Miss  Tulia  Bush  a 
native  of  Fiankfoit  and  a  daUohtei  of  Solo- 
mon Bush   whj  1  mlt  tbt  hist  stouL  1  oust  m 
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(irei'tifleld,  Ohio.  lie  owned  the  largest  store 
ill  Frankfort,  Ohio,  and  he  made  his  home  in 
those  two  towns,  being  an  active  factor  in 
their  material  progress  and  development.  He 
also  onilt  several  mills  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  while  latei-  he 
turned  his  attention  to  merchandising.  .He 
reached  the  very  venerable  age  of  ninety-seven 
yeai-s.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Mallow,  passed 
away  in  18S3,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and 
John  Jlallow  is  still  living. 

Dr.  Mallow  of  this  review  was  a  public- 
school  student  of  Washington  Courthouse,  and 
later  entered  the  Riverside  Military  School, 
of  Ponghkeepsie,  New  York,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  afterward  a  student  in 
Kenyou  Military  Academy,  where  he  spent 
one  year,  and  tJie  following  year  he  entered 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  at  Delaware, 
Ohio,  where  he  pursued  a  three  years'  course, 
thereby  completing  his  more  specifically  lit- 
erary education.  He  next  began  preparation 
for  his  profession,  matriculating  in  the  Ohio 
Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
lie  pursued  the  regular  course.  He  also  added 
to  his  knowledge  through  performing  the 
services  of  interne  at  the  City  Hospital,  at 
Cincinnati.  This  covered  a  period  of  one 
and  a  half  years.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Ohio  Medical  College  in  May,  1901,  and  in 
August,  1902,  he  came  to  Mount  Clemens. 
Here  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
profession  and  he  now  has  a  good  general 
as  well  as  bathing  practice.  He  is  thoroughly 
in  touch  with  the  modem  methods  of  the  med- 
ical fraternity  and  is  constantly  broadening 
his  knowledge  by  reading  and  investigation. 

Dr.  Jlallow  is  a  member  of  the  Nu  Sigma 
Nu,  a  medical  fraternity;  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  !\Iacomb  County  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Society.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Mount  Clemens  lodge. 
No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A,  M.  lie  is  a  man  of  genial 
temperament,  painstaking  and  reliable  in  his 
profession  and  is  prominent  both  socially  and 
pi-ofessiniinlly  in  his  adopted  city. 


WARUEN  L.   BLISS. 

Warren  L-.  Bliss,  living  on  section  3,  Ma- 
comb township,  was  bom  February  20,  1860, 
on-the  farm  which  is  yet  his  place  of  residence 
and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Ives)  Bliss. 
The  father,  bom  in  Norfolk,  England,  in 
1828,  was  a  son  of  John  Bliss  and  was  de- 
scended from  a  long  line  of  English  ancestors. 
He  was  reared  in  the  country  of  his  nativity 


and  there  married  Miss  Ives,  also  a  native  of 
England.  Two  children  were  bom  to  them 
ere  they  emigrated  to  the  new  world  about 
1841.  They  spent  three  years  in  the  state  of 
New  York  and  about  1845  came  to  Michigan, 
settling  upon  a  farm  in  Macomb  township, 
Macomb  county.  Later  Mr.  Bliss  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land,  where  his  son  Warren 
L.  now  resides,  and  this  he  began  to  im- 
prove, tilling  the  fields,  planting  his  crops, 
and  in  due  course  of  time  reaping  good  har- 
vests. When  his  labors  justified  investment 
in  more  land  he  extended  the  boundaries  of 
his  farm  until  he  had  seventy-one  acres  well 
equipped  with  good  buildings.  He  con- 
tinued his  farming  operations  iintil  his  life's 
labors  were  ended  in  death  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1901.  His  wife  had  passed  away  sev- 
eral years  before,  dying  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1895.  This  worthy  couple  were  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  who  are  yet 
living,  and  they  lost  two  children  in  early 
youth.  The  others  are:  William,  who  is 
represented  elsewhere;  Alfred,  who  resides 
in  Benzie  county,  Michigan;  Squire  Bliss, 
who  is  living  in  the  same  county;  Warren 
h.  of  this  review ;  Albert,  a  resident  of  Da- 
vis, Michigan ;  and  Hannah,  who  is  the 
eldest  of  the  family  and  is  the  widow  of 
George  Davis  of  Benzie  county.  The  daugh- 
ters who  died  in  childhood  were  Helen  and 
Rosa,. 

Warren  L.  Bliss  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm  and  pursued  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation. When  his  time  was  not  thus  oc- 
cupied he  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
farm,  eventually  resumed  its  management 
and  at  length  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of 
the  place.  He  was  married  in  New  Haven, 
Macomb  county,  on  the  11th  of  December, 
1893,  to  Miss  Rachel  Avery,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  this  county  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Tilden  Avery,  a  native  of  New  York  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Avery,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bliss  began  their  domestic  life  on  the  old 
h(miestead  farm  and  have  since  lived  upon 
the  place,  his  attention  being  given  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  to  the  raising 
and  feeding  of  stock,  his  specialty  being 
pure  blooded  Shropshire  sheep.  His  busi- 
ness affairs  have  been  capably  conducted 
and  his  enterprise  and  determination  form 
the  basic  elements  of  his  prosperity.  He 
votes  with  the  republican  party  but  has 
never  been  an  active  seeker  for  office.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  church  and  are  well  known  in  the 
locality  where  they  have  so  long  lived,  Mr. 
Bliss  having  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the 
farm  which  he  yet  owns  and  operates. 


HARVEY  L.  SCOTT,  D.  D,  S. 

Dt.  Harvey  L.  Scott,  a  dental  practitioner 
of  Mount  Clemens  and  lecturer  on  the  anat- 
omy of  the  head  and  neck  in  the  Detroit 
Medical  College,  was  bom  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  November  5,  1873,  a  son  of  George 
and  Sophia  Scott.  His  paternal  sf^iid- 
father,  George  Scott,  was  connected  with 
the  Canadian  government  service  as  a  mili- 
tary officer.  His  father.  Captain  George 
Scott,  was  born  in  Canada  and  became  a 
sailor  and  master  or  lighthouse  tender,  thus 
representing  the  United  States  for  thirty- 
five  years.  He  was  also  a  man  of  consid- 
erable literary  ability  and  was  author  of 
Scott's  Coast  Pilot  for  the  Great  Lakes.  He 
published  this  for  twenty-two  years  and  his 
son,  Harvey  L.,  has  continued  its  publica- 
tion. Captain  Scott  was  also  a  school 
teacher  of  Macomb  county  for  several  years. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  early  life 
and  was  a  moat  highly  respected  and  valued 
resident  of  the  communities  in  which  he 
made  hi.s  home.  Captain  Scott  died  July  7, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  while  his 
wife,  who  is  a  native  of  England,  is  still 
living  in  Mount  Clemens.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  this  county. 

Harvey  L.  Scott  at  the  usual  age  entered 
the  public  schools  of  Detroit  and  continued 
as  a  high  school  student.  He  first  sailed  on 
the  Great  Lakes  after  putting  aside  his  text- 
books and  later  secured  a  clerkship  in  a 
drug  store  in  his  native  city,  spending  a 
year  and  a  half  in  that  way  and  at  the  same 
time  he  attended  the  high  school.  Deter- 
mining upon  a  professional  career  he  ma- 
triculated in  the  Detroit  College  of  Medi- 
cine, September  23,  1891,  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  April,  1894,  having  completed 
the  regular  course.  He  afterward  re-entered 
the  dental  department  of  that  college  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1896,  and 
thus  he  won  the  degrees  of  M.  D.  and  D.  D. 
S.  He  opened  his  office  for  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Mount  Clemens  in  June,  1896, 
and  has  since  continued  here  with  marked 
success,  having  a  constantly  growing  pa- 
tronage. He  has  a  splendidly  equipped  of- 
fice, siipplied  with  all  the  modern  appliances 
of  dentistry,   and  is  most  painstaking  and 


careful  in  his  professional  service,  while  his 
work  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
his  many  patrons.  He  is  now  lecturer  on 
the  anatomy  of  the  head  and  neck  in  the 
Detroit  Medical  College,  which  position  he 
has  filled  since  1896,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Delta  Sigma  Delta. 

Dr.  Scott  was  mamed  in  September,  1899. 
to  Miss  Jennie  Bartley,  a  daughter  of  0.  K. 
Bartley  of  Mount  Clemens.  Fraternally  he 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythiast 
and  in  Masonry  with  the  lodge,  chapter  and 
council  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Romeo  coiii- 
mandery,  K.  T.  He  also  belongs  to  tin' 
Mount  Clemens  Club  and  is  popular  in  these 
various  organizations,  his  genial  manner 
and  deference  for  the  opinions  of  others 
winning  him  favorable  regard.  He  has  also 
figured  to  some  extent  in  public  life  herp 
and  in  1903  was  elected  to  represent  thf 
first  ward  in  the  city  council.  He  possesses 
a  progressive  spirit  and  indomitable  enter- 
prise, which  have  been  important  factors 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  middle  west,  is  ;i 
man  of  much  force  of  character  and  is  to- 
day recognized  as  a  leader  in  his  profession 
in   Mount   Clemens. 


URIEL  DAY. 


Uriel  Day,  deceased,  who  was  prominent  in 
pioneer  times  in  Maeorab  county,  was  bom  in 
Otsego  cotmty,  New  York,  December  10,  1810, 
a  descendant  of  Robert  and  Mary  Day,  who 
emigrated  to  America  from  England  in  April, 
1634,  and  settled  at  Newton,  now  Cambridge, 
JIassachusetta.  His  parents  were  Harrj'  and 
Nancy  (Chamberlin)  Day,  also  natives  of  Ot- 
sego county.  In  early  life  he  lived  for  nine 
years  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  1833  arrived 
in  Michigan,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer settlers  who  were  reclaiming  this  region 
for  the  uses  of  the  white  man  when  hitherti) 
it  had  been  in  the  domain  of  the  red  race.  He 
cleared  and  developed  a  farm  on  section  7. 
Armada  township,  placing  the  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  making  his  home 
there  until  his  death. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1833,  Mr.  Day 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Olive  Sperry, 
who  was  bom  August  22, 1812.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children :  Emily,  who  was  born 
June  25, 1834,  and  became  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hulett,  their  home  being  in  Armada  town- 
ship; Cordelia,  who  was  born  June  8,  1837, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Captain  ITenry  Howgate, 
a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Caroline  M., 
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who  was  born  December  16,  1839,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  McKay,  who  was  living  in 
Bmce  township;  and  Lucinda  E.,  who  was 
born  October  16,  1843,  and  married  John 
McKay,  of  Borneo,  Uriel  Day,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  died  May  14,  1886,  and  his  wife, 
Olive,  died  March  30,  1886. 

Mr.  Day  was  prominent  and  influential  dur- 
ing the  early  epoch  in  the  history  of  Macomb 
connty.  He  did  not  confine  his  attention 
alone  to  his  farming  interests  but  was  pro- 
gressive in  citizenship  and  biisinesa  affairs, 
lie  was  a  director  and  organizer  of  the  Citi- 
zens National  Bank  of  Romeo,  Michigan.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  republican 
partv  and  foi  man\  ^ears  he  was  a  consistent 
and  helpful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal chuich  contributing  liberally  toward  the 
erection  of  the  houses  of  worship  of  that  de- 
nonnnation  m  Romeo  and  Armada.  Thus  his 
life  was  neU  spent  and  pio\ed  of  value  to  his 
ti'Uiiwmen. 


TIIOJMAS  EDWARD  COOK. 

Thomas  Edward  Cook,  living  on  section 
34,  Lenox  township,  is  a  representative,  in 
both  the  maternal  and  paternal  lines  of  hon- 
ored pioneer  families  of  Maeomb  county  who 
have  contributed  to  its  development  and 
have  assisted  in  transforming  it  from  a  fron- 
tier region  to  a  center  of  an  enlightened 
civilization.  He  was  bom  in  the  village  of 
New  Haven,  September  19,  1873,  a  son  of 
Isaac  M.  and  Harriet  E.  (Phelps)  Cook.  The 
paternal  grandparents,  Thomas  and  Laura 
(McDowell)  Cook  were  natives  of  New 
York  state  and  there  Isaac  M.  Cook  was 
born  June  4,  1824.  He  removed  from  the 
Empire  state  to  Iowa  in  1841  and  in  1843 
came  to  Maeomb  county.  After  several 
changes  of  residence  he  finally  located  in 
Lenox  township,  living  on  the  Ed  E.  Phelps 
farm,  where  he  began  dealing  in  horses.  He 
continued  that  business  until  1854;  when 
lie  formed  a  partnership  with  Adam  Ben- 
nett and  opened  a  general  mercantile  store 
in  New  Haven.  After  conducting  that  en- 
terprise for  twelve  years  they  disposed  of 
the  business  and  Mr.  Cook  again  devoted 
his  time  to  buying  and  selling  cattle  and 
horses.  In  1880  he  purchased  the  Phelps 
homestead,  which  he  farmed  in  connection 
with  his  stock-dealing,  being  thus  engaged 
until  his  death  in  1904.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
C.   Phelps,   who    was   bom   near   Brooklyn, 


New  York,  and  came  to  Macomb  county  in 
1830,  settling  in  Mount  Clemens,  where  he 
lived  for  five  years,  when  he  took  up  his 
abode  in  Lenox  township  and  purchased 
from  the  government  what  became  known 
as  the  Phelps  homestead— the  property  upon 
which  Thomas  E.  Cook  is  now  living.  lie 
began  at  once  to  clear  his  land  and  built 
the  residence  which  is  still  standing.  For 
many  years  he  owned  and  controlled  a 
part  of  the  old  Gratiot  turnpike  and  the 
building  which  he  used  as  a  toll  house  is 
one  of  the  landmarks  on  his  farm.  For  ten 
years  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  saw- 
mill two  miles  north  of  his  home,  but  the 
mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  he  afterward 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  always  prominent 
and  helpful  in  township  affairs  and  educa- 
tional matters,  being  the  champion  of  all 
helpful  measures,  and  he  also  did  much  to 
promote  the  worli  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  was  a  long  devoted  mem- 
ber. 

Thomas  E.  Cook  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Detroit 
Business  College  and  was  thus  well  equipped 
for  the  practical  and  responsible  duties  of 
life.  He  lived  with  his  father  in  New  Ha- 
ven and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm 
until  1898,  when  he  was  given  full  charge 
of  the  place.  He  has  remodeled  the  house 
and  buildings  and  has  made  many  substan- 
tial improvements.  He  has  built  wire 
fences,  has  drained  the  land  and  has  secured 
modern  farm  implements  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  fields.  He  has  always  carried 
on  general  farming  but  is  now  largely  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  dairying  and  intends  to 
give  still  more  time  to  that  branch  of  his 
business,  the  products  of  his  dairy  finding 
a  ready  and  profitable  sale  on  the  market. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1901,  Jlr.  Cook 
mai-ried  Miss  Carrie  M.  Bates,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Van  Voorhes)  Bates, 
of  New  Haven,  Michigan.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Harriet  Eleanor,  born  February 
20,  1905.  Sirs.  Cook's  parents  were  natives 
of  Lenawee  and  Maeomb  counties,  respec- 
tively, and  her  father  came  to  this  county 
in  1843,  when  only  six  months  old,  his  pa- 
rents settling  in  Chesterfield  township.  He 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  there  until  1865, 
when  he  removed  to  New  ITaven,  where  he 
has  since  followed  the  trades  of  a  stone-ma- 
son and  plasterer.  He  was  married,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Van  Voorhea,  of 
Chesterfield  township,   whose  parents  came 
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to  this  county  in  1846.  Jlrs.  Cook  is  tlie  se<;- 
(ind  of  their  three  living  children,  her  broth- 
ers being  Charles  and  Frank,  who  are  living 
in   Detroit. 

Mr.  Cook  has  been  pathmaster  of  hia  dis- 
trict but  prefers  to  leave  office  holding  to 
others,  while  he  concentrates  hia  energies 
npon  his  business  affairs,  which  are  now 
proving  profitable  and  which  demand  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention.  With- 
out engaging  in  speculation  he  haa  won  a 
desirable  competence  and  is  known  as  one 
who  is  reliable,  accurate  and  just  in  all 
business  transactions. 


JOHN  A.  WOLF,  SR. 


John  A.  Wolf,  Sr.,  was  bom  in  Sarentine, 
Cermany,  March  17, 1845,  and  died  in  Mount 
Clemens,  Michigan,  July  22,  1902,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  the  only  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Wolf,  but 
there  were  nine  daughters  in  the  family; 
Mrs.  Caroline  C.  Gladewitz,  a  widow  living 
in  Mount  Clemens;  Chriatina,  who  married 
John  Heide  and  died  leaving  two  children 
to  the  care -of  the  father;  Wilhelmine,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  Dusse,  of  Mount  Clemens 
and  has  four  children;  Bickie,  who  married 
Cbiirles  Gust  and  died  leaving  eight  chil- 
dren ;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  Tine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Anthony 
Leach  of  Mount  Clemens  and  has  five  chil- 
dren; and  three  who  died  in  Germany  before 
the  emigration  of  the  family  to  the  new 
world.  John  A.  Wolf,  Sr.,  was  but  nine 
years  of  age  when  they  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  settled  in  Macomb  county,  Michigan. 
His  father  followed  farming  in  Clinton  town- 
Nbip  for  some  years  and  both  parents  died 
in  Mount  Clemens. 

During  his  boyhood  John  A.  Wolf,  Sr., 
worked  upon  the  home  farm,  assisting  in  the 
labors  of  field  and  meadow,  and  as  oppor- 
tunity offered  he  attended  the  public  schools 
but  his  educational  privileges  were  limited. 
He  continued  to  aid  in  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm  until  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
when  he  came  into  possession  of  that  tract, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Clinton  township.  There  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  until  1895.  He  made  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place  and  added  all  the 
equipments  and  accessories  found  upon  a 
jnodel  farm,  while  his  fields  were  placed  un- 
der a  very  high  atate  of  cultivation.    In  1895 


he  removed  to  Mount  Clemens  and  built  a 
-house  at  No.  404  Cass  avenue. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1873,  Mr.  Wolf  was 
married  to  Miss  Wilhelmine  Zabel,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Gottlieb  and  Wilhelmine  (Schultz) 
Zabel,  both  of  whom  were  nativea  of  Farm- 
wold,  Germany.  On  emigrating  to  America 
they  resided  in  New  York  state,  afterward 
went  to  Michigan  and  subsequently  removed 
to  Minnesota,  where  their  last  days  were 
passed,  the  father  dying  in  1903  and  the 
mother  in  1904,  Mr.  Zabel  was  a  tailor  by 
trade  and  thiia  provided  for  his  family.  Of 
his  children  Mrs.  Wolf  is  the  oldest,  the 
others  being:  Mary,  who  wedded  Joseph 
Palmer  and  both  died  leaving  four  children ; 
Malvine,  the  wife  of  William  Voelker,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minnesota;  Augusta,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Muckenhausen,  of  River  Palls,  Wiscon- 
sin; Tine,  the  wife  of  Joseph  St.  Peters, 
whose  home  is  near  Tacoma,  Washington; 
Lena,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Washing- 
ton ;  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years;  Albert,  who  married  a  Miss  XII- 
rich  and  lives  in  Pittsburg;  Bertha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ;  and  Rosa, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  were  born  six 
children ;  Rosa,  born  March  6,  1873,  was 
married  October  31,  1896,  to  John  Lueht- 
raan,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  died  February 
26,  1902,  leaving  two  children,  Mabel  and 
Elmer.  Lena,  born  March  28,  1875,  was 
married  December  6,  1900,  to  Fred  Stadlet, 
of  Mount  Clemens,  and  they  have  one  child, 
John.  Mary,  born  April  28,  1877,  was  mar- 
ried February  19,  1900,  to  Joseph  Miller,  of 
Mount  Clemens,  and  they  had  one  child, 
Eleanore,  who  died  in  1902.  Elizabeth,  bom 
April  1,  1880,  was  married  September  7, 
1904,  to  George  Lovejoy,  of  Detroit.  John 
A.,  Jr.,  horn  October  17,  1883,  and  Albert, 
bom  June  21,  1887,  live  with  their  mother 
in  Mount  Clemens,  having  a  comfortable 
home  at  404  Cass  avenue.  By  a  previous 
marriage  Mr.  Wolf  had  one  son,  William, 
who  is  working  on  the  homestead  farm  in 
Clinton  township.  He  was  liorn  March  26, 
1869,  and  was  married  September  6,  1895, 
to  Bertha  Drover,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Irene. 

Mr.  Wolf  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church  of  Mount  Clemens,  to 
which  his  widow  still  belongs.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  republican  party 
but  he  was  never  active  in  seeking  office. 
While  on  the  farm  he  always  preferred  to 
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give  liis  luniivided  attention  to  his  business 
affairs  and  his  well  directed  efforts  brought 
to  him  a  gratifying  measiire  of  success,  while 
his  integrity  in  business  and  his  unremitting 
energy  commended  him  to  the  respect  and 
oonfidence  of  all. 


CHARLES  S.  FERRIX. 

Pew  men  are  more  prominent  or  more 
widely  known  in  the  enterprising  city  of 
Mount  Clemens  than  Charles  S.  Ferrin.  He 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  business 
circles  and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved, 
as  in  hira  are  embraced  the  characteristics 
of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabating  energy 
and  industry  that  never  flags.  He  is  now 
proprietor  of  a  large  hardware  store  and  is 
conducting  an  extensive  and  growing  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Ferrin  is  a  native  of  Port  Gratiot, 
Michigan,  born  April  15,  1868,  his  parents 
being  Samuel  G.  and  Aryilla  H.  (Smith) 
p'errin,  who  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 
Both  the  Ferrin  and  Smith  families  came 
from  early  New  England  ancestry  and  the 
subject  of  this  review  is  also  a  descendant 
of  the  celebrated  Morse  family  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  The  father  came  to  Michigan 
when  a  young  man  and  was  engaged  in  rail- 
roading. He  ran  the  first  train  over  the 
Michigan  Central  Railway  as  engineer  and 
was  connected  with  other  early  events  which 
find  mention  in  the  annals  of  the  state.  He 
died  in  1888  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  yeara, 
while  his  wife  still  survives  him  and  resides 
in  Mount  Clemens.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Ida,  the  wife  of  G.  T.  Ti- 
beao.  of  Detroit ;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Spencer 
J.  Dalby,  of  Mount  Clemens;  Herbert  L.,  of 
Port  Huron,  Michigan;  and  Charles  S. 

In  taking  iip  the  personal  history  of 
Charles  S.  Ferrin,  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  record  of  one  who  has  a  wide  and  fa- 
vorable acquaintance  in  Mount  Clemens.  He 
pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  of  this 
city,  completed  a  high-school  course  and  af- 
terward attended  the  Detroit  Business  Col- 
lege. Entering  upon  his  business  career  in 
mercantile  lines,  he  was  for  six  years  em- 
ployed as  a  salesman  in  the  hardware  store 
of  Czizek  Brothers,  of  Mount  Clemens.  He 
afterward  spent  two  years  in  New  York 
city  as  salesman  for  the  Spmdel  Water  Com- 
pany, handling  the  Mount  Clemens  product. 
He  was  afterward  for  two  years  salesman 
for  R,  H.  Ing:ersol  of  New  York  city.  In 
January,   1897,   he   began   a   plumbing  and 


heating  business  in  partnership  with  A.  P. 
Glover  under  the  firm  style  of  Glover  & 
FeiTin,  of  Mount  Clemens.  On  the  16th  of 
October,  1899,  they  bought  the  general  hard- 
ware business  of  F.  "W.  Preussel,  at  No.  63 
Front  street,  and  the  partnership  between 
them  was  continued  until  Mr.  Glover's  death 
in  April,  1901.  Mrs.  Glover  retained  her 
husband's  interest  in  the  business  until  Jan- 
niiry,  1903,  at  which  time  the  entire  stock 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Ferrin  and  he  has 
since  conducted  one  of  the  best  stores  of  the 
Itind  in  Mount  Clemens.  He  handles  a  full 
line  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  stoves, 
fishing  tackle,  paints,  oils,  plumbing,  heat- 
ing and  gas  fitting  supplies,  sheet  iron,  etc., 
and  is  conducting  a  successful  business  not 
only  as  a  hardware  merchant,  but  also  as 
plumber  and  gas-fitter  and  in  this  connection 
he  does  high  grade  work  for  the  leading 
hotels  of  Mount  Clemens. 

Mr.  Ferrin  is  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
lodge.  No.  6,  A.  P.  &  A.  M. ;  Mount  Clemens 
lodge.  No..  168,  K.  P.;  Detroit  lodge.  No.  34, 
B.  P.  0.  E.;  and  other  fraternal  organiza- 
tions. He  is  a  man  of  marked  energy  and 
determination  in  business  affairs,  possessing 
the  typical  spirit  of  the  west  that  has  led 
to  the  rapid  development  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  country.  He  has  numer- 
ous friends  and  his  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter have  made  him  popular. 


"WTLLIAJl  BLISS. 

William  Bliss,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county,  was  born 
in  _  England,  August  18,  1850,  and  in  his 
childhood  days  came  to  the  new  world  with 
his  father,  Jacob  Bliss,  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  state.  His  boy- 
hood days  were  passed  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farmer  lads  of  the  period  and  the  common 
schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges. He  gained  practical  knowledge  of  the 
best  methods  of  farming,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  operation  of  the  home  place  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  That  important  event 
in  his  life  occurred  near  Ray,  Michigan, 
January  7,  1873,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Mary  J.  Willey,  who  was  bom  and 
reared  here  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Willey,  one  of  the  early  settlers  who 
came  to  the  west  from  the  Empire  state. 
After  their  marriage  they  lived  upon  a  rent- 
ed farm  for  several  years.  He  continued 
to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Sara- 
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nac  for  four  years,  owning:  a  place  there, 
and  on  selling  that  property  he  purchased 
where  he  now  resides,  becoming  the  owner 
of  forty  acres  of  wild  land.  The  brush  and 
timber  upon  it  having  been  cleared  away  he 
continued  the  arduous  task  of  preparing  his 
fields  for  the  plow  until  in  due  course  of 
time  his  labors  were  rewarded  by  rich  har- 
vests. Then  came  the  ambition  to  possess 
a  greater  tract  of  land  and  by  the  careful 
husbanding  of  his  resources  and  the  econom- 
ical management  of  his  farming  interests 
he  was  at  length  enabled  to  extend  boun- 
daries of  his  place  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Here  he  has 
good  buildings  and  that  he  is  successful  as 
a  stoek-raiser  is  indicated  by  good  grades 
of  domestic  animals  found  upon  his  place. 
His  farm  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance 
and  indicates  his  careful  supervision. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bliss  have  been  bom 
two  children,  Henry  L.  Burton  and  WUber 
F.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  IMetho- 
dist  Episcopal  church  in  which  Mr.  Bliss 
is  serving  as  steward,  and  his  political  alle- 
giance is  given  to  the  republican  party. 
From  his  boyhood  days  he  has  lived  in  Ma- 
comb county,  known  to  many  of  its  citizens 
not  only  by  reason  of  his  long  residence 
here  but  also  because  of  the  creditable  place 
he  has  made  for  himself  in  the  business 
world. 


JOSEPH  J.   BOWLING, 

Joseph  J.  Dowling,  a  resident  of  Jfonnt 
Clemens,  who  has  been  well  known  in  theat- 
rical circles  for  several  years,  was  born  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1850.  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Fredericka  (Edstrem)  Dowling, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Sweden  respec- 
tively. The  father  died  in  California.  In 
the  family  were  three  children :  Laura,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Jones  and  is  now  deceased; 
James,  who  died  when  about  thirty-two 
years  of  age ;  and  Joseph  J.,  of  this  review. 

As  an  actor  Joseph  J.  Dowling  has  met 
with  good  success  and  for  about  fourteen 
years  had  charge  of  three  popular  plays 
under  the  titles  of  Nobody's  Claim,  Never 
Say  Die  and  Red  Spider.  He  is  now  on  the 
vaudeville  stage,  and  in  that  line  of  work  is 
also  meeting  with  marked  success.  He  seems 
especially  fitted  for  the  profession  which  he 
follows  and  has  become  quite  popular. 


At  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  May, 
1882,  Mr.  Dowling  married  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
Hassen,  nee  Berry,  who  was  born  in  Ottawa, 
Canada,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1853.  She  first 
married  William  Hassen,  by  whom  she  had 
a  daughter,  Lottie,  who  was  bom  in  May, 
1873,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Convents  at  Buffalo  and  Rochester  and  of 
St.  Mary's  at  Monroe,  New  Tork.  For  some 
time  she  sang  in  the  choir  of  the  Catholic 
church  at  Mount  Clemens.  She  marrieil 
Walter  Dowling,  a  druggist  of  Moiint  Clem- 
ens and  they  have  one  son,  Maurice  H. 
Bowling.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  was 
born  a  son,  Joseph  F.,  whose  birth  occurred 
September  22,  1890.  He  attended  Assump- 
tion College  and  is  now  employed  at  the 
Sherman  House  of  Mount  Clemens. 


CHARLES  H.  GATZ. 

Charles  H,  Gatz  is  numbered  among  the 
native  sons  of  Macomb  county,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  the  village  of  Romeo  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1876,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Christine  (Dittman)  Gatz,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  where 
they  were  married.  The  father  was  born 
in  Rossow,  Germany,  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1839,  the  son  of  Frederick  Gatz,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Eossow  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  He  later  came  to  America 
in  1869  and  died  in  Macomb  county,  Michi- 
gan, in  1870,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
His  wife,  Dorothy  Gatz,  passed  away  in 
1854. 

William  Gatz,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town  and 
served  for  three  years  in  the  German  army 
from  the  age  of  nineteen  until  twenty-two. 
He  was  married  in  Rossow  to  Miss  Chris- 
tine Dittman,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and 
before  leaving  Germany  four  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  Minnie,  now  the 
wife  of  Marshall  Tillson  of  Meade,  Michi- 
gan: Mary,  the  wife  of  Charles  Gentz  of 
Mount  Clemens;  John  F.  and  August,  also 
residents  of  Mount  Clemens.  In  Americii 
five  other  children  were  added  to  the  fam- 
ily :  Anna,  the  wife  of  Albert  Holtz ;  Frank 
F..  Charles  H.,  Martha,  the  wife  of  I.  J. 
Fox,  and  Johanna  B.,  all  residents  of  Mount 
Clemens.  It  was  in  1869  that  William  Gatz 
brought  his  wife  and  children  to  the  new 
world,  taking  passage  on  the  sailing  vessel 
Christian,  which  dropped  anchor  in  the  har- 
lior  of  New  York  after  a  voyage  of  seveTi 
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wc'L'Ijn.  Thi^y  jirocci^ded  at  once  to  Detroit 
;iiid  oil  to  Jhmiit  Clemens,  where  they 
stoiiiH'd  for  a  few  days,  and  then  went  to 
Kiiiiieo,  Mi\  (iatz  obtained  work  on  a  farm 
near  that  place  and  later  operated  rented 
land  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then  pnr- 
ehased  eijjhty  acres  in  Lapeer  county  and 
continued  to  enftafTS  "'  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1890,  when  he  removed  to  Blount  Clem- 
ens, becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  J.  F. 
Oatz  &  Company.  He  and  his  wife  are  still 
honored  residents  of  this  city. 

Charles  H.  Gate  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Romeo  and 
continued  his  studies  in  Mount  Clemens,  In 
1892  he  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  tailor's  trade  under  Henry  Kunstmann, 
with  whom  he  served  for  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  Duluth,  Minnesota,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a  short  time  and  subse- 
(inently  he  located  in  Mount  Clemens,  where 
he  began  business  on  his  own  accoimt.  Here 
he  has  prospered  from  the  beginning,  and 
to-day  he  commands  the  leading  trade  in  his 
line  in  this  city.  He  attended  the  John  J. 
Mitchell  Company  Cutting  School  of  New 
Vorl;.  tlh'  Icadinu  institution  of  the  kind  in 
the  cmiiitry.  'S]i:  (iat/  received  his  diploma 
-Inly  fi.  1901.  lie  in  to-day  one  of  the  repre- 
sentiitive  business  men  of  Mount  Clemens, 
having  a  large  trade  because  of  the  excel- 
lence of  bis  work,  the  superior  line  of  goods 
which  he  carries  and  his  earnest  efforts  to 
please  his  many  patrons.  He  has  originated 
a  trousei'  cutting  system  and  this  is  used  in 
liis  owr]  sho]i.  He  is  also  secretary  of  the 
Artificial  Stone  Company  of  Moimt  Clemens 
and  in  rccogiii/ed  as  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness capacity  and  executive  force. 

Mr.  (littz  belongs  to  Mount  Clemens  lodge, 
Xo,  168,  K.  P.,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees,  and  Mecca  temple,  No.  56,  D.  0.  K. 
K.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Mount  Clemens 
eamp,  No.  2968,  M.  W.  A.,  and  is  its  worthy 
advisor.  He  belongs  to  the  Foresters  of 
America,  and  to  Slount  Clemens  camp,  No. 
9.  W.  0.  W,  He  is  tme  to  the  teachings  and 
tenets  of  all  these  organizations,  of  which 
they  have  for  their  basis  mutual  helpfulness 
aTid  brotherly  kindness, 

.Mr.  (iatz  was  married  July  5,  1900,  to 
Catherine  P.  Keils.  a  daughter  of  Hubbard 
and  Anna  (Hannof)  Keils.  The  father  is 
now  deceased,  but  the  mother  is  living  in 
Blount  Clemens.  Mr.  Gatz  is  one  of  the  na- 
tive sons  of  Macomb  county,  whose  life 
record  reflects  credit  npon  the  locality  in 
which  he  was  reared  and  has  always  made 


his  home.  He  has  utilized  his  opportunities 
to  good  advantage  and  through  the  exercise 
of  his  active  powers  and  unfaltering  perse- 
verance he  has  gained  a  creditable  position 
in  business  circles  in  Mount  Clemens. 


JOHxX  F.  OATZ. 

John  P.  Oatz  is  one  of  the  important  fac- 
tors in  the  business  circles  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens, being  at  the  head  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company,  wholesale 
and  retail  bakers.  A  native  of  Germany,  he 
was  bom  in  the  province  of  Brandenburg, 
Prussia,  January  20,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Christina  (Dittman)  Gatz.  The 
father  wa-;  born  in  Rossow,  Germany,  on 
the  25th  of  July,  1839,  a  son  of  Frederick 
Gatz,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Rossow  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter 
came  to  America  in  1869  and  died  in  Ma- 
comb county,  Michigan,  in  1870,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  Dorothy 
Gatz,  passed  away  in  1854. 

William  Gatz,  our  subject's  father,  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town  and 
Nerved  for  three  years  in  the  German  army, 
fr(mi  the  age  of  nineteen  until  twenty-two. 
He  was  jnarried  in  Rossow  to  Miss  Chris- 
tina Dittman.  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and 
before  leaving  Germany  four  children  were 
born  to  theni.  namely:  Minnie,  now  the 
wife  of  Marshall  Tilbon,  of  Meade,  BHchi- 
gan:  Mary  the  wife  of  Charles  Gentz,  of 
Jloiuit  Clemens;  John  P..  of  this  review:  and 
August,  also  a  resident  of  Mount  Clemens. 
In  America  five  other  children  were  added 
to  the  faniil.v:  Anna,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Holtz:  Frank  P.;  Charles  H. ;  Martha,  the 
wife  of  I.  J.  Fox ;  and  Johanna  B.,  all  resi- 
dents of  Mount  Clemens.  It  was  in  1869 
that  "William  Gatz  brought  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren to  the  new  world,  taking  passage  on  the 
mailing  vessel  Christian,  which  dropped  an- 
chor in  the  harbor  of  New  York  after  a  voy- 
age of  seven  weeks.  They  proceeded  at 
once  to  Detroit  and  on  to  Mount  Clemens, 
where  they  stopped  for  a  few  days,  and  then 
went  to  Bomeo.  Mr.  Gatz  obtained  work 
on  a  farm  near  that  place  and  later  operated 
rented  land  for  about  twelve  years.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Lapeer  coun- 
ty and  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1890,  when  he  removed  to 
Mount  Clemens,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company.  He  and  his 
wife  are  still  honored  residents  of  this  city. 
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John  F.  Gatz  was  only  two  years  old 
when  he  aceonipanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  county,  and  to  its  public 
schools  he  is  indebted  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed  during  boyhood.  He 
began  his  business  career  as  an  agriculturist 
upon  a  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
;\Ionnt  Clemens,  in  Chesterfield  tovpnship, 
but  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  removed  to  the 
city  in  1891  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Brewery  for  three  years.  He 
next  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  with 
John  Essig,  but  shortly  afterward  he  and 
his  father  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
in  the  store,  which  they  carried  on  under  the 
llrm  style  of  J.  F.  Gatz  &  Company,  In 
February,  1905,  J.  F.  Gatz  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  grocery  biisiness  and  now 
devotes  his  entire  attention  to  the  wholesale 
Mud  retail  bakery  trade.  The  bakery  is 
equipped  with  all  modem  appliances  known 
to  the  trade  and  the  products  turned  out  arc 
first  class.  Mr.  Gatz  does  not  confine  his 
attention  alone  to  this  business,  but  has  be- 
come interested  in  the  Mount  Clemens  Arti- 
ficial Stone  Company,  which  he  assisted  in 
<irganizing  and  of  which  he  is  now  presi- 
dent. 

On  the  20th  of  Janiiary,  1895,  John  F. 
Gatz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kena 
Ohrns,  a  daughter  of  the  late  John  Ohms,  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Mr.  Gatz  is  independent 
in  politics,  but  usually  supports  the  demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity,  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World  and  the  Foresters  of  America.  As 
it  business  man  he  stands  high  and  has  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
Religiously  he  is  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Evangelical  church. 


HON.  (;eorge  TOWNSEND. 

Hon.  George  Townsend,  a  man  of  affairs, 
wielding  a  wide  influence  in  business  and 
political  circles  in  Macomb  county,  is  now 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors,  a  position  which  he  has  occu- 
pied for  twenty-two  consecutive  years.  Suc- 
cessive re-elections  indicate  in  unmistak- 
able terms  his  standing  in  public  regard  and 
also  give  proof  of  his  capable  and  faithful 
service. 

He  was  bom  in  Bruce  township,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1836,  and  has  passed  his  entire  life 
in  this  county.  The  family  is  of  English 
lineage   and   early  ancestors  of  our  subject 


settled  in  New  York.  I  lis  father,  John 
Townsend,  was  bom  in  Greene  county,  New 
York,  about  1793,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  that  state  he  married  Miss 
Ann  Miller,  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
state  and  a  daughter  of  Squire  Miller,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  New  York.  John  Town- 
send  was  a  tanner  and  merchant  of  Palen- 
ville,  New  York,  for  a  number  of  years 
and  about  1832  he  came  to  Michigan, 
where  he  entered  fourteen  hiuidred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  from  the  government. 
He  then  returned  to  New  York,  but  in 
1834  removed  with  his  family  to  Bruce 
town.ship,  Macomb  county,  where  he  at  once 
began  clearing  his  land  of  the  native  timber, 
preparatory  to  the  work  of  cultivating  the 
fields.  He  cleared  and  developed  a  large 
farm  and  became  a  prosperoiis  agriculturist, 
continuing  his  farming  operations  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874. 
His  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years, 
passing  away  in  1891. 

In  their  family  were  eight  children  who 
grew  to  mature  years.  Four  were  bom  in 
New  York  and  three  sons  and  a  daughter 
are  now  living:  "Uriah,  a  resident  of  Al- 
mont,  Michigan;  George;  Clark,  who  is  liv- 
ing retired  in  Lapeer  county ;  and  Julia,  the 
M'ife  of  Washington  Maynard,  of  Dryden. 
George  Townsend  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  after 
which  he  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  that 
his  father  had  entered  from  the  government. 
He  began  with  two  hundred  acres,  which 
he  commenced  to  clear  and  improve.  He 
erected  an  attractive  residence  and  built  a 
substantial  bam,  has  established  waterworks 
and  a  wind-pump,  and  modern  equipments 
of  various  kinds  add  to  the  facility  with 
which  he  carries  forward  his  agricultural  in- 
terests. He  both  raises  and  feeds  stock  and 
he  now  has  a  herd  of  thirty-five  head  of  pure 
blooded  shorthorn  cattle.  He  is  well  known 
as  a  breeder  of  and  dealer  in  shorthorn  cat- 
tle, especially  of  the  noted  Scotch  breed  of 
Cruikshank  cattle.  He  also  raises  a  large 
number  of  shepp  and  fattens  lambs  for  the 
market.  His  business  affairs  are  managed 
with  system  and  his  methodical  and  pains- 
taking arrangements  form  a  basic  element 
of  his  success. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  happily  married,  in  La- 
peer county,  Michigan,  in  1862,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  A.  Ballard,  a  native  of  Ashtabula  ■ 
county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Bal- 
lard.    She  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young 
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iiuly  of  fifteen  years.  They  have  but  one 
chikl,  Grace  B.,  a  young  lady  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

"When  age  conferred  on  Mr.  Townsend  the 
right  of  franchise  he  gave  his  first  presiden- 
tial ballot  in  support  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  1860,  and  has  voted  for  each  presidential 
nominee  of  the  party  since  that  time.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics  and  was 
elected  and  served  for  four  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  then  elected  super- 
visor and  has  now  served  for  twenty-two 
consecutive  years,  while  in  1904  he  was 
chairman  of  the  honorary  county  board.  He 
is  now  serving  as  chairman  of  the  county 
buildings  committee  and  is  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  His  work  as  a  member 
of  the  board  has  been  most  satisfactory  to 
his  constituents  and  has  been  marked  by  a 
support  of  those  measures  which  induce  a 
steady  and  substantial  progress.  Mr.  Town- 
send  is  a  member  of  the  Almont  lodge  and 
chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
the  craft,  as  in  other  walks  of  life,  com- 
mands the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
M'hom  he  is  associated.  Jfacomb  county 
numbers  him  among  her  leading  agricultur- 
ists and  men  prominent  in  public  life. 


ANDREW  .1.  SIKES. 

Andrew  J.  Sikes,  who  has  departed  this 
life,  was  born  May  19,  1829,  in  Granville, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  his  parents 
being  Solomon  and  Betsy  (Crippen)  Sikes, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Granville.  His 
father  had  died  in  1855  and  the  family  was 
scattered.  The  mother  died  when  the  son 
was  eight  years  of  age  and  he  remained  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity  until  March  19, 
1852.  when  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  started  for  California  in  search  of  gold. 
He  sailed  from  the  city  of  New  York,  April 
1,  1852,  on  the  ship  Empire,  which  rounded 
Cape  Horn  and  reached  San  Francisco  on 
the  13th  of  August  of  that  year.  Mr.  Sikes 
remained  on  the  Pacific  coast  until  May  20, 
1857,  and  engaged  in  mining  throughout 
the  entire  period  with  the  exception  of  about 
three  months.  On  that  day  he  left  for  New 
York  by  steamer. 

Mr.  Sikes  spent  four  weeks  in  New  York 
and  then  decided  to  go  west,  having  a 
brother  in  Romeo,  Michigan.  He  arrived 
here  on  the  1st  of  August,  1857,  and  found 
a  number  of  relatives  here.  He  then  con- 
cluded to   remain   and  invest  his  money  in 


Macomb  county.  After  his  marriage  in  1858 
lie  bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  on  the  western  outskirts  of 
Romeo  and  also  purchased  ten  acres  of  tim- 
berland  four  miles  southeast  of  the  village. 
Although  he  was  chiefly  engaged  in  farming 
for  many  years  he  was  also  treasurer  of  the 
Macomb  County  Insurance  Company  from 
1876  until  1884.  He  was  likewise  connected 
with  the  County  Agricultural  Society  for 
sixteen  years  and  in  this  direction  did  much 
to  foster  a  progressive  spirit  among  agricul- 
turists. In  the  work  of  the  church  he  was 
ever  active  and  influential.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  First  Baptist  church  from 
April,  1858,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and 
was  deacon  and  clerk  of  the  church  from 
Jiine,  1858.  His  first  presidential  ballot  was 
cast  for  James  Buchanan  while  he  was  in 
CaUforaia  and  he  took  an  active  and  helpful 
interest  in  local  politics. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1858,  Mr.  Sikes 
was  married  in  Romeo  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Crisman,  a  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Susan 
(Snover)  Crisman,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sikes  became  the  parents  of  a 
daughter  and  son  r  Hattie  H,,  who  was  born 
JIarch  7,  1872,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
J.  McKay,  a  prominent  young  attorney  of 
Romeo,  whom  she  wedded  December  14, 
1898;  and  Willie  W.,  who  was  bom  July 
20,  1860,  and  died  June  13,  1876. 

The  farm  which  Mr.  Sikes  owned  and  on 
which  he  reared  his  family  was  placed  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  was  very 
conveniently  and  pleasantly  located.  He 
was  a  man  of  methodical  habits,  systematic 
in  all  that  he  did  and  progressive  in  his 
various  departments  of  work,  so  that  his 
labors  added  much  to  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  farm  and  it  became  one  of  the 
attractive  features  of  the  landscape.  Hon- 
orable in  all  that  he  did,  respected  for  his 
excellent  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  Mr. 
Sikes  passed  away  November  22,  1896,  loved 
and  mourned  by  family  and  friends. 


FRED   B.   SCHOTT. 


Fred  B.  Schott,  a  member  of  the  Hubarth 
&  Schott  Company  of  Mount  Clemens,  deal- 
ers in  hmiber,  lath  and  shingles,  is  a  native 
of  Waldenburg,  Michigan,  his  birth  having 
there  occurred  on  the  14th  of  May,  1861. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Barbara 
(Schemm)  Schott,  and  in  his  father's  home 
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his  boyliood  days  were  spent.  His  educa- 
tion was  aeqiiired  in  attendance  at  a  private 
school  in  Waldenburg,  in  which  he  was  a 
student  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  Various 
business  duties  and  interests  claimed  his  at- 
tention in  earlier  life,  and  ambitious  for 
success  and  desirous  of  entering  upon  an  in- 
dependent business  career,  he  carefully 
hoarded  his  earnings  imtil  he  was  enabled 
to  become  financially  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber business  as  a  partner  of  the  firm  of  Hu- 
barth  &  Schott  on  the  1st  of  April,  1892. 
Success  attended  the  new  venture  and  the 
business  has  had  a  healthful  and  gratifying 
growth.  It  was  re-organized  on  the  Ist  of 
Marehj  1902,  under  the  present  style  of  the 
ITubarth  &  Schott  Company.  They  deal  in 
lumber,  lath  and  shingles,  are  manufacturers 
of  interior  finishings,  bar  fixtures,  counters, 
shelving  and  special  fixtures,  and  do  busi- 
ness as  general  contractors  and  builders. 
I'here  are  four  partners  at  pres.eut,  Jacob 
ITubarth,  Fred  B.  Schott,  Albert  "W.  Schott 
and  John  Weber,  and  the  firm  occupies  a 
(■reditable  position  in  industrial  circles  and 
lias  gained  an  excellent  reputation  for  re- 
liability in  all  trade  transactions. 

Mr.  Schott  was  married,  November  21, 
1894,  to  Jliss  Marie  Martin,  of  Utica,  Michi- 
gan, and  they  now  have  two  sons,  Elmer  A. 
and  Lawrence  F.  Fraternally  Mr.  Schott  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
has  never  sought  to  figure  in  public  life,  giv- 
ing undivided  attention  to  his  business  af- 
fairs and  following  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  he  has  made  consecutive  and  creditable 
progress,  finding'  that  success  is  ambition's 


NICHOLAS  AMEIS. 

Nicholas  Araeis  is  a  representative  of  com- 
mercial interests  in  Halfway,  where  he  is  deal- 
ing in  implements,  general  hardware,  vehicles, 
sewing  machines,  pianos  and  organs.  His  life 
record  began  in  Detroit,  July  14,  1862.  His 
parents,  Nicholas  and  Susan  Ameis,  were  na- 
tive of  Brehm,  Germany.  The  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  1852,  settling  in  Detroit,  where 
lie  engaged  in  the  plumbing  business.  In 
1854  he  formed  a  partnership  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Hubert  &  Ameis,  when  in  this 
connection  was  established  the  Center  Line 
Brewery  Company  of  Detroit,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Erin  township,  Macomb  county. 
There  he  opened  a  grocery  and  meat  market 


on  Gratiot  road,  at  a  place  then  called  Kose- 
ville,  but  now  Halfway.  His  store  was  in  the 
building  which  at  present  is  occupied  by  Au- 
gust Bein.  In  1884  he  admitted  his  son  to  a 
partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Ameis  & 
Son,  and  they  opened  a  general  store  with  im- 
plements and  saloon  in  connection,  conducting 
this  at  Halfway  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  Mr.  Ameis  purchased  his  son's 
interest  but  made  him  manager.  The  father 
soon  afterward  departed  this  life.  He  had 
been  actively  connected  with  varied  business 
interests  which  contributed  to  general  pi-og- 
ress  and  commercial  Upbuilding  as  well  as  to 
his  individual  success.  He  was  quite  active 
in  school  work,  deeply  interested  in  the  cause 
of  education,  and  was  also  a  member  of  As- 
sumption church  of  Grosse  Pointe  township, 
in  which  he  served  as  trustee.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  democratic  party 
and  he  served  as  assessor  of  district  No.  2, 
Erin  township,  for  many  years.  He  departed 
this  life  in  October,  1885,  leaving  a  widow, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  six  of  the 
children  are  yet  living,  namely :  ilrs. 
Stephen  Meyer,  of  Detroit;  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Trombtey,  of  Warren  township ;  Mrs.  Michael 
O'Lary,  of  Reice,  Michigan;  Nicholas,  of  this 
review ;  Anthony,  of  Mount  Clemens,  and 
Catherine  A. 

Nicholas  Ameis  was  a  student  in  the  district 
schools  in  his  early  boyhood  days  and  later 
he  pursued  a  course  of  instruction  in  a  night 
school  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  entered  upon  his  business 
career  by  establishing  a  meat  market  at  Ar- 
mada in  partnership  with  Max  Broeg  and  in 
this  he  continued  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
-sold  out  and  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
where  he  spent  the  succeeding  year.  Upon 
his  return  to  Erin  township,  Macomb  county, 
he  opened  a  general  mercantile  store  with  a 
meat  market  and  saloon  in  connection,  at  the 
junction  of  Gratiot  road  and  Utica  Junction. 
The  father  and  son  purchased  the  Gaukler 
estate,  including  the  stock  of  merchandise  at 
Halfway,  then  removed  the  Junction  stock  to 
the  village  and  the  partnership  with  his  father 
was  maintained  for  a  year,  when  the  son  sold 
his  interest  to  his  father,  who  then  made  him 
manager.  Not  long  afterward  the  father  died 
and  the  stock  was  then  divided,  Nicholas 
Ameis  purchasing  the  implement  and  saloon 
business,  which  he  conducted  for  three  years 
when  he  sold  the  saloon  and  removed  his  stock 
of  implements  to  the  new  store  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road.  He  has  since  extended  the  field 
of  his  activity  by  adding  a  large  stock  of  gen- 
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III  haiclw  UL  md  stovLs  \(Lhii,ks  s  wina; 
iiidLliints    pianos  and  organs      Ihiough  his 

ntigetic  eftorts  and  careful  mandgeiiient  he 
Ins  enlaigcii  his  business  until  he  has  found 

t  netessarj  to  rebuild  m  order  to  inalfe  100m 
tiir  his  fast  giowing  stock  and  meet  the  de 
iiiands  of  a  constantly  increasing  tiade  He 
now  has  SIX  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space 
devoted  to  inipleoients,  thiee  thousand  aquare 
feet  to  hardware,  twenty-flve  hundred  square 
feet  to  vehicles  and  fifteen  hundred  square 
feet  to  organs,  pianos,  sewing  machines  and 
stoves.  The  building  is  lighted  throughout 
by  acetyline  gas,  has  telephone  connections, 
ail  modern  equipments  and  is  situated  on  the 
line  of  the  Rapid  Railway.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  implement  houses  in  the  state  and  one 
(if  the  most  extensive  department  stores  of  the 
county.  It  is  the  result  of  twenty-three  years 
of  earnest  and  persistent  business  activity  and 
is  a  monument  to  the  iiseful  life  of  its  owner. 
On  the  21st  of  January,  1884,  Mr.  Ameis 
was  married  to  Jliss  Mary  Girardy,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Girardy,  of  Halfway,  and  their 
children  are  r  Katherine,  who  is  acting  as 
bookkeeper  for  her  father ;  May.  Rosa,  Stella, 
Sylvia  and  Beatrice,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Ameis 
always  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party  and  has  served  as  township 
clerk  for  four  years,  as  supervisor  for  three 
years,  as  school  treasurer  of  district  No.  2  in 
Erin  township  for  about  seventeen  years  and 
Jit  present  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
(lire(!tors.  lie  belongs  to  Assumption  church 
in  Crosse  Pointe  township,  of  which  he  has 
lieen  trustee  for  two  years,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  St.  Joseph  Society.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Mount  Clemens  lodge. 
No.  2968,  M.  W.  A.  -.  Royal  Neighbors  camp. 
No.  2ru  :  Jlount  Clemens  Branch,  No.  20,  of 
till'  ('atbolic  .Miitiuil  Benefit  Association,  and 
Ellcs  lodge.  No-  34.  of  Detroit.  The  field  of 
hiisinuss  is  limitless,  its  prizes  are  many,  and 
realizing  this  Mr.  Ameis  determining  to  win 
success  through  close  application  and  unremit- 
ting diligence,  has  gained  a  place  among  the 
leading  representatives  of  coinuiereialiKin  in 
^lacomb  county. 


JOHN  FURTON. 


John  Furtoii  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Michigan.  His  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  France  and  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Detroit.  In  that  city 
his  son,  Francis  Furton,  was  born  in  1788. 
The  latter  was  reared  in  Detroit  and  was 


married  first  to  Susan  Shnay,  a  native  of 
France.  Mr.  Furton  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming,  becoming  a  resident  of  Wayne 
county  and  later  he  removed  to  Macomb 
county  in  1844.  He  secured  a  tract  of  land  of 
■eighty  acres  in  Macomb  township.  It  was  in 
its  primitive  condition,  not  a  stick  of  timber 
having  been  cut  or  a  furrow  turned,  but  he 
at  once  cleared  away  the  native  forest  trees 
and  in  due  course  of  time  plowed  the  land, 
planted  his  crops  and  reaped  good  harvests. 
He  reared  his  family  upon  that  place  and 
made  it  his  home  throughout  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  in  1860.  In  the  mean- 
time lie  lost  his  first  wife  and  later  married 
again,  his  second  wife  surviving  him  for  a 
few  yea.rs. 

John  Furton,  son  of  Francis  and  Susan 
(Shnay)  Furton,  is  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  four  children  and  was  bom  in  Wayne 
county,  Michigan,  December  4,  1825.  Two 
of  the  family  are  yet  living,  the  sister  being 
Mrs.  Mary  Barbour,  of  Detroit.  John  Fur- 
ton was  reared  in  Michigan  and  was  a  young 
man  of  about  nineteen  years  when  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Macomb  eoxmty.  His  education, 
however,  was  largely  acquired  in  Mount 
Clemens.  He  assisted  in  the  arduous  task 
of  developing  a  new  farm  here  and  remained 
with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead  until 
twenty- eight  years  of  age  when  he  pur- 
chased a  place  of  eighty  acres  which  he  im- 
proved, making  a  substantial  home  there. 
As  a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  jour- 
ney he  chose  Miss  Jlelissa  Newcomb,  who 
was  bom  and  reared  in  New  York.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Macomb  county 
and  for  thirty-four  years  they  traveled  life's 
journey  together,  but  in  1888  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  death  of  the  wife.  There  were 
two  children  by  this  marriage:  Ella,  the 
wife  of  David  P.  Jones  of  Jleade :  and  Juni- 
etta,  who  married  Frank  Stewart  and  died 
about  1886.  After  losing  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Fnrton  was  married  in  this  county  about 
1889  to  Miss  Helen  Cotton,  who  died'in  1902. 
In  October,  1903,  he  wedded  Louisa  Bloss,  a 
widow,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county.  New 
York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Fries, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  who  reared  his 
family  there,  coming  west  to  Michigan  in 
1861.  He  then  located  in  Mount  Clemens, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Furton  is  a  stanch  republi- 
can but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He 
find  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  of  which  he  has  been 
a  member  for  fifty-one  years.    He  is  one  of 
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the  oldest  living  of  the  native  sons  of  Michi- 
gan ami  his  ancestral  history  is  one  of  close 
and  intimate  connection  with  the  events 
which  form  the  early  history  of  the  state. 
He  has  long  been  accounted  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  Macomb  comity,  but  has 
now  laid  aside  the  more  arduous  cares  of 
the  agriculturist  and  is  living  retired  in  the 
village  of  Meade,  where  he  has  a  good  home 
and  where  he  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 


WILLIAM   C.  DONNER. 

AVilliaiii  C.  Donner,  who  for  fifty-three 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  Macomb  county 
and  now  makes  his  home  in  Mount  Clemens, 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1831.  His  father,  Frederick  Don- 
ner, spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country.  The 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Charlotte 
Ilamnien  and  was  also  a  native  of  Germany. 
This  worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  but  only  William  C.  of  this 
review  is  now  living,  although  three  others 
came  to  America,  where  they  died.  Fred- 
ericka  married  Augiist  Schrader,  who  was 
i\  laborer  of  Romeo  and  who  in  his  political 
affiliation  was  a  democrat,  while  in  religious 
faith  they  were  connected  with  the  German 
Lutheran  church.  They  left  three  children. 
John  Donner  married  Yetta  Gooden  and 
they  had  three  children,  Mary,  Minnie  and 
Fred.  John  Donner  was  a  farmer  and  he 
too,  voted  with  the  democracy  and  held 
membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  church. 
Fred  Donner,  who  also  became  a  resident  of 
the  new  world  and  is  now  deceased,  married 
(ierta  Holtz  and  they  had  three  daughters, 
Minnie,  Emma  and  Annie.  He  followed 
farming  at  New  Haven  in  Lenox  township 
and  died  in  the  year  1899,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  the  New  Haven  cemetery. 
He,  too,  Biipported  the  principles  of  the  de- 
mocracy, while  his  religious  faith  was  that 
of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

William  C.  Donner  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  land  and 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  in  1852 
he  came  to  the  United  States.  Making  his 
way  to  Michigan,  he  secured  employment 
by  the  month  near  Romeo,  and  for  nine  years 
he  remained  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Bailey, 
who  was  the  first  settler  of  that  locality.  At 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  espoused  the 
cause  of  his  adopte'd  country  and  enlisted 
as  a  defender  of  the  Union,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry.    On  one 


occasion  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  the 
broken  leg  that  resulted  caused  him  to  re- 
main in  the  hospital  for  six  months,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  discharged  from 
the  service. 

In  1864  Mr.  Donner  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Minnie  Hortney,  who  was  of 
French  descent  and  whose  father  served  in 
the  French  and  German  war.  Followiug  his 
marriage  Mr.  Donner  engaged  in  operating 
a  farm  in  Macomb  township  on  the  shares 
for  three  years  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  in  Ray  township  for  three  years. 
With  the  capital  he  thus  acquired  through 
his  own  labors  and  perseverance  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
six  and  a  half  acres  in  Chesterfield  town- 
ship. This  was  all  wild  and  uncultivated, 
not  a  furrow  having  been  turned  nor  an  im- 
provement made,  but  he  soon  cleared  the 
land  and  made  many  substantial  improve- 
ments, including  the  erection  of  a  brick 
house  and  frame  barn.  He  also  set  out  an 
orchard  and  built  rail  fences  and  later  he 
replaced  ihe&e  by  wire  fences.  His  farm 
was  purchased  in  1876,  and  he  resided 
thereon  continuously  luitil  1892,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Clemens,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  house  and  two  lots  and  is  now  liv- 
ing retired.  In  his  farming  operations  he 
was  quite  successful,  having  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  placed  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  which  therefore  returned  him  an 
excellent  income,  and  which  in  due  course 
of  time  has  supplied  him  with  a  competence 
that  now  enables  him  to  live  a  retired  life. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donner  were  bom  the 
following  children ;  Emma,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  age  of  five  years.  Henry,  born  Janu- 
ary 27,  1864,  became  a  fireman  on  a  boat 
and.  died  in  a  hospital  at  Duluth,  Minnesota, 
when  thirty-one  years  of  age.  Louis  mar- 
ried Carrie  Bacon  and  has  two  children. 
Effie  and  Roy.  He  lives  in  Mount  Clemens 
where  he  is  employed  as  motorman  on  a 
street  ear.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and 
in  religious  faith  is  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church.  Frank  Donner, 
whose  political  and  religious  relations  are 
the  same  as  his  brother,  is  now  a  teamster  in 
the  employ  of  Donaldson  Brothers  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  married  Kate  Parker  and  has 
one  son,  Prank  Donner,  Jr.  Hattie  is  the 
wife  of  William  Turceny,  a  barber  of  Mount 
Clemens.  He  belongs  to  the  Woodmen  lodge 
and  votes  with  the  democracy.  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  Adam  Reichrath,   who   was  at  one 
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time  an  engineer  on  the  lake  and  after- 
ward conducted  a  saloon.  He  died  soon  af- 
ter his  marriage.  Jennie,  who  is  engaged  in 
dressmaking,  also  acts  as  her  father's  house- 


^  in  1903  that  Mr.  Donner  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
passed  away  in  that  year  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery.  For 
thirteen  years  he  has  lived  retired  in  Mount 
Clemens,  his  home  being  at  24  Gallup  aven- 
nue.  There  he  resides  quietly,  enjoying  the 
fniits  of  his  former  toil.  He  is  a  democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  has  long  held 
membership  with  the  German  Lutheran 
church.  During  a  residence  of  fifty-three 
years  in  the  county  he  has  witnessed  many 
changes  here  and  has  seen  the  development 
of  Mount  Clemens  from  a  small  town  into 
a  thriving  city. 


TTIOMAS  FANNING. 

Thomas  Fanning,  whose  name  in  connec- 
tion with  important  business  interests  has 
become  well  known  in  Michigan  and  in  city 
markets,  is  now  a  wholesale  dealer  in  eggs 
— a  member  of  the  firm  of  Weter,  Fanning 
&  Company,  of  Richmond.  A  native  of  the 
Empire  state,  he  was  born  at  Sumner  Hill, 
Cayuga  county.  New  York,  September  11, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget 
(Walpole)  Fanning,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  whence  they  emigrated  to 
America  settling  in  Cayuga  county.  New 
York,  and  afterward  removing  to  Groton. 
that  state,  where  the  father  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  responded  to  President  Lin- 
coln's first  call  for  troops  and  afterward 
enlisted,  serving  throughout  the  entire  war 
and  taking  part  in  many  hard  fought  en- 
gagements. He  was  honorably  discharged 
at  the  close  of  hostilities  and  returned  to  his 
home  with  a  most  creditable  military  record. 

Thomas  Fanning,  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  six  children,  spent  his 
early  boyhood  days  in  Groton,  New  York, 
but  left  home  in  his  youth  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  support.  In  April,  1879, 
he  arrived  in  Richmond,  where  he  began 
work  for  Harop  Freeman  as  foreman  of  the 
egg  business.  He  continued  in  that  capacity 
for  six  years,  having  previously  had  experi- 
ence in  the  same  line  in  New  York  before 
his  removal  to  the  west.  At  the  time  of  his 
Hrrival  in  Richmond  Mr.  Freeman  had  but 
>n)i>  cellar  as  a  warehouse  and  most  of  the 


eggs  were  pickled.  Later  in  connection 
with  James  E.  Weter  and  Martin  Keeler  he 
purchased  Mr,  Freeman's  business  and  they 
continued  together  under  the  firm  style  of 
Weter,  Fanning  &  Company.  This  firm  has 
since  represented  the  egg  trade  in  Rich- 
mond and  this  part  of  the  state.  The  busi- 
ness has  been  very  largely  increased.  They 
have  a  main  warehouse,  fifty  by  eighty  feet, 
two  stories  in  height  and  basement,  huilt  of 
brick.  The  shook  room  is  thirty-eight  by 
seventy  feet  and  that  building  is  also  two 
stories  with  basement.  The  storage  ware- 
house of  the  same  height  is  thirty  by  one 
hundred  feet.  These  buildings  were  con- 
tained in  the  original  plant  and  the  company 
has  since  added  a  storage  room,  built  of 
brick,  two  stories  with  basement,  fifty  by 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet.  They  also  have 
stable  room  for  twelve  horses  and  twelve 
wagons  which  are  used  in  collecting  the  eggs 
and  they  have  handled  as  high  as  one  million 
dozen  egg^  in  a  season.  At  the  beginning 
they  handled  only  about  thirty-three  thou- 
sand dozen,  but  their  business  has  steadily 
increased  until  it  has  reached  the  present  ex- 
tensive figure.  ITiey  make  shipments  large- 
ly to  New  York.  The  firm  continued  pick- 
ling eggs  until  1902,  but  now  all  are  shipped 
fresh  from  the  refrigerators  by  means  of 
refrigerator  cars  and  most  of  the  output  is 
sent  to  New  York, 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1887.  Mr.  Fanning 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Arabell  Freeman,  the 
widow  of  his  former  employer,  Harop  Free- 
man, and  the  sister  of  his  partner,  James 
Weter.  They  have  one  child,  Rena  Bell. 
The  family  home  is  a  nice  modern  residence 
situated  opposite  their  plant.  The  history 
of  no  citizen  of  Richmond  is  perhaps  a  bet- 
ter representative  of  a  self-made  man  than 
that  of  Mr.  Panning.  AU  that  he  has  to- 
day has  been  acquired  through  his  own  ef- 
forts and  his  great  success  should  furnish- 
both  a  lesson  and  incentive  to  the  young, 
while  his  life  is  an  example  also  of  genuine 
worth  and  unswerving  integrity. 


GEORGE  L.  FRIDHOFF. 

George  L.  Fridhoff,  who  is  leading  an  in- 
dustrious life  as  an  active  and  enterprising 
farmer  on  section  2,  Warren  township,  was 
born  April  18,  1854,  in  Erin  township,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Ann  (Feumstein) 
Fridhofi',  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ba- 
varia, Germany.     The  father  was  born  on 
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ChristniiiN  day,  181;!,  ami  was  in  his  thirty- 
fifth  year  when,  in  1848,  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America  and  made  his  way  into 
the  interior  of  the  country,  settling  in  Erin 
township,  Macomb  county,  Michigan,  near 
Halfway.  He  purchased  an  unimproved 
tract  of  land  which  he  developed  into  a 
good  farm,  worldng  earnestly  and  persis- 
tently day  after  day  until  1864,  when  he  sold 
that  property  and  removed  to  Warren  town- 
ship, buying  the  old  farm  homestead,  upon 
which  his  son  George  yet  resides.  Here  he 
had  again  to  battle  with  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  incident  to  the  development  of  a 
new  farm,  but  he  made  improvements  and 
carried  on  liis  work  until  his  labors  were 
rewarded.  While  living  in  Erin  township 
Jie  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Assumption 
church  and  following  his  removal  to  War- 
ren he  became  a  member  of  St.  Clemens 
church  at  Center  Line.  He  died  July  4, 
1897,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children: 
John  J.,  of  Portland,  Oregon ;  George  L. ; 
and  Andrew,  who  is  also  a  resident  of  Port- 
land. j\lrs.  Fridhoff  passed  away  on  the 
13th  of  May,  1904. 

George  L.  Fridhoff  pursued  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  in  his  youth  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  labors 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services 
until  1881,  when  he  went  into  the  lumber 
woods  of  the  northern  peninsula,  where  he 
continued  for  a  year.  He  afterward  went 
to  Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  in  carpentering  and  in  1883  he  returned 
to  the  old  farm  homestead  in  Warren  town- 
ship and  took  charge  of  the  farm  upon 
which  he  has  since  lived.  While  there  have 
been  no  exciting  chapters  in  his  life  record 
he  is  regarded  by  friends  and  neighbors  as 
a  man  of  good  business  qualifications  and 
thoroughly  reliable.  He  has  made  many  im- 
provements in  his  buildings,  also  in  tiling 
and  fencing  the  land  and  he  is  now  a  pros- 
perous  general  farmer. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1889,  Mr.  Frid- 
hoff was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Callahan, 
a  daughter  of  Patrick  C.  and  Mary  (Phalen) 
('allahan,  of  Erin  township,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  whence  they  came 
to  Macomb  county  in  1846,  settling  in  Erin 
township,  where  they  lived  for  many  years. 
The  mother  passed  away  October  20,  1881, 
and  in  1886  Mr.  Callahan  retired  from  ac- 
tive work  and  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
passed  away  October  19.  1902.  In  his  fam- 
ily   were   four    children:       Richard,    of   De- 


troit; Patrick  F.,  of  Birmingham,  Michigan; 
Rose,  who  is  living  in  Detroit ;  and  Mrs. 
Fridhoff.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  five  children,  Stella  M.,  Rosa  A., 
George  A.,  Vincent  I.  and  Irene  Margaret, 
all  at  home.  Mrs.  Fridhofl:  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mary's  Aid  Society  of  St.  Clemens 
church.  The  family  is  well  knowji  in  their 
home  locality  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fridhoff 
enjoy  the  friendly  regard  of  many  with 
whom  they  have  been  associated. 


FRANK   V.   GERLACU. 

Frank  P.  Gerlach,  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  business  man  of  Halfway,  was  bom 
in  Erin  township  in  June,  1874,  his  parents 
being  Frederick  and  Katherine  (Ulrich) 
Gerlach,  who  were  natives  of  Germany.  His 
paternal  grandfather.  Christian  Gerlach, 
came  to  Macomb  county  in  1834  and  settled 
in  Erin  towi^hip  on  the  Gratiot  road,  where 
he  entered  land  from  the  government,  the 
deeds  of  which  were  signed  by  Andrew  Jack- 
son, then  president  of  the  United  States. 
After  clearing  his  land  in  order  to  make  a 
home,  he  started  a  general  store  and  also 
followed  the  trade  of  carpentering.  He  also 
built  a  brewery  on  the  farm,  which  he  eon- 
ducted  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a 
well  educated  man  and  took  an  active  part 
in  the  development  of  his  community  along 
social  and  industrial  lines.  He  possessed 
considerable  oratorical  ability  and  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  deliver  addresses  at 
public  gatherings.  He  established  in  his 
home  a  German  school,  which  he  conducted 
for  a  number  of  years  and  so  persistent  was 
his  activity  and  so  useful  and  helpful  his 
services  that  his  death  proved  a  great  loss 
to  the  commimity  and  was  the  occasion  of 
deep  regret  wherever  he  was  known. 

Frederick  Gerlach,  his  son,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1829,  and  was  therefore  five 
years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Macomb  county  in  1834.  While  still  living 
with  his  father  he  took  the  initial  step  to- 
ward having  a  home  of  his  ovra  by  purchas- 
ing ten  acres  of  land  that  is  now  included 
within  the  homestead  property  of  Frank 
Gerlach.  When  he  was  married  he  settled 
on  that  place  and  he  extended  its  boundaries 
from  time  to  time  by  additional  purchase 
until  he  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
acres.  Later  he  sold  eighteen  acres  of  this, 
leaving  eighty-two  acres  upon  which  his  son 
Frank  is  still   living.     Upon   this  farm  wiiN 
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sittiiitfd  the  first  hotel  on  the  Cratiot  road 
between  Detroit  and  Mount  Clemens.  This 
was  for  many  years  a  landmark  in  those 
s'jirly  days  at  the  time  when  the  pioneer 
settiei-s  would  drive  from  Marine  City  and 
intervening  points  to  Detroit,  the  hotel  be- 
ing' one  of  their  stoppinfr  places  and  there 
were  often  thirty  or  forty  teams  put  np  there 
over  nis'ht.  Mr.  Oerlach  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  farm  and  the  raising  of  cat- 
tle and  also  b(mght  and  sold  stock.  His 
Inisiness  interests  were  well  directed  and 
brought  to  him  a  good  financial  return.  He 
was  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  partic- 
ularly of  hunting,  and  among  those  who 
were  lovers  of  that  life  he  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  best  shots  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. His  record  for  one  day's  hunt  was  four 
deer;  seven  in  two  days;  and  in  the  fall  of 
1864  hung  up  thirty  in  twenty-one  days, 
which  he  disposed  of  iii  Detroit  at  sixteen 
cents  per  pound,  netting  hini  two  hundred 
and  sixty-four  dollars.  AftiT  the  g:nne  bad 
disappeared  from  Macomb  rourity  he  always 
spent  from  three  to  four  weeks  Inuiting  in 
the  upper  peninsula,  iisnally  accompanied 
by  ()ne  of  his  sons  or  some  friends.  His 
last  hunting  trip  was  made  in  November 
previous  to  his  death,  when  he  was  seventy- 
four  years  of  age,  and  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  returning  with  three  deer.  He  died 
in  190:i  and  his  widow  is  still  living  with 
their  son  Franli.  lie  was  known  through 
the  county  as  a  reliable  and  honest,  fair- 
dealing  man.  He  has  left  a  record  of  which 
his  children  are  proud,  and  his  death  was 
luoiinied  bv  liuiKlreds,  who  showed  their 
feeliti««   liv    atteii,ling   the  funeral. 

In  the  district  schools  Frank  (ierlach  be- 
gan his  education,  which  he  continued  in  the 
Detroit  Business  University,  being  gradu- 
ated therefrom  in  189;^.  lie  remained  with 
his  father,  assisting  him  in  his  fawning  and 
stock-raising  interests  until  1898,  when  he 
went  to  Mount  Clemens  to  accept  a  position 
as  bookkeeper  for  J.  R.  Ilatzenbuhler.  Two 
years  later  he  resigned,  intending  to  go  west, 
hut  at  the  request  of  his  father  he  returned 
to  the  home  farm  and  assnnu'd  its  liianaire- 
ment.  Although  he  has  always  followed 
general  farming  he  has  concentrated  his  ef- 
forts more  and  more  largely  upon  the  culti- 
vation of  raspberries,  having  now  seven 
acres  planted  to  that  fruit,  the  product  iif 
which  finds  a  ready  sale  upon  the  market. 
Tn  the  near  future  he  expects  to  devote  ali 
of  bis  lime  to  this  industry,  which  reqniivs 
much     study     and     aUentioii     in     order     to 


bring  the  fruit  to  perfection.  He  certr.iiily 
produces  a  high  grade  of  raspberries  and  the 
business  is  bringing  him  a  very  gratifying 
profit. 

Mr.  Gerlach  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  camp  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  wa.^ 
married  in  May.  1903,  to  Miss  Lillian  Kiheii. 
a  daughter  of  "William  Kihen,  of  Lenox,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Wauneta.  Mr.  Gerlach 
is  a  wide  awake,  progressive  young  man 
with  good  business  perceptions  and  already 
has  made  for  himself  a  creditable  position 
as  a  representative  of  agricultural  and  horti- 
cultural interests  in  his  native  county. 


CALHOUN  TUCKER, 


Calhoun  Tucker,  of  Mount  Clemens,  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Michigan,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Charles 
Tucker,  having  come  to  this  state  in  the 
period  of  its  early  pioneer  development.  He 
was  a  native  of  Virginia.  Coming  to  the 
west  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Macomb  county  when  Michigan  was 
largely  unexplored  and  undeveloped.  He 
became  the  owner  of  four  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirt.v  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians.  He  gave  to  each 
of  his  seven  sons  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  on  which  they  all  settled  ex- 
cept the  eldest  son,  Henry,  who  resided  a 
part  of  the  time  in  Canada.  Charles  Tucker, 
Sr.,  acted  as  interpreter  for  the  Indians 
during  his  early  settlement  in  Macomb 
county.  He  became  very  familiar  with  their 
language  and  here  translated  their  speeches 
into  Eiiglish  when  there  was  an  occasion  for 
a  meethig  between  the  white  and  red  races. 
He  married  a  Miss  Chambers,  by  whom  he 
had  the  following  children:  Henry,  Mary, 
Sarah,  William,  Edward,  John,  Jacob, 
Charles  and  Nancy. 

Of  this  number  Charles  Tucker  is  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  June 
'i.  1789,  at  River  Huron,  now  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Reared  amid  pioneer  surroundings  he 
took  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the 
development  of  this  portion  of  the  state. 
He  was  given  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  by  his  father  and  for  many  years 
he  followed  farming,  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing pioneer  farmers  of  the  state.  The  resi- 
dents of  Macomb  county  at  that  time  owned 
slaves  and  Charles  Tucker  had  fifteen  bonds- 
men, whose  services  were  utilized  in  the  de- 
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velopment  and  eutivation  of  his  farm.  At 
the  time  of  the  war  of  1812  he  was  captured 
and  sent  as  a  prisoner  of  war  to  Detroit, 
where  he  was  incarcerated  for  sixty  days, 
being  there  at  the  time  of  General  Hull's 
surrender.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Eviiiis,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  February 
13,  1816,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  all  natives  of  Michigan, 
namely:  Richard,  horn  February  9,  1817; 
Eliza,  born  June  23,  1818;  Amanda,  born 
JIareh  13,  1820 ;  James,  bom  July  17,  1822 : 
Adelia,  bom  July  4,  182i;  Alexander,  born 
February  28,  1826 ;  Lafayette,  bom  filay  15, 
1828;  Malvina,  horn  December  15,  1829; 
Calhoun,  bom  September  7,  1832;  Louise, 
bom  September  5,  1834 ;  Joseph,  born  March 
33.  1838;  Helen,  bom  August  13,  1840; 
Franklin,  born  March  3,  1842;  and  Allyron, 
born  March  22,  1844. 

Calhoun  Tucker  is  indebted  to  the  district 
school  system  of  Harrison  township,  Ma- 
comb county,  for  the  educational  privileges 
he  enjoyed.  He  was  bom  in  that  township 
September  7,  1832,  and  when  not  engaged 
with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  he  worked 
upon  his  father's  farm,  assisting  him  ma- 
terially until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
and  for  sixteen  years  sailed  on  the  Great 
Lakes.  He  afterward  learned  the  trade  of 
(carpentering  in  Mount  Clemens,  and  worked 
in  a  shipyard  as  builder  and  joiner,  being 
employed  in  that  manner  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  During  thirteen  years  of  this 
time  he  occupied  a  good  position  in  the 
Bulaeks  shipyard  at  Mount  Clemens,  and  in 
1890  he  retired  from  active  business  life.  He 
ha.s,  however,  since  rebuilt  the  steam  barge, 
Atlantas,  for  John  Snook  and  has  also  built 
a  steam  launch  for  himself.  He  has  a  most 
thorough  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  ship -builder 's  trade  and  his  excellent 
workmanship,  thorough  understanding  and 
unremitting  diligence  secured  him  positions 
of  responsibility  that  also  brought  him  a 
good  financial  return. 

In  1853  Mr.  Tucker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Lenox,  who  was  bom  at 
Port  Samia,  Michigan.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children:  William,  who 
was  a  carpenter  of  Mount  Clemens,  died  in 
1890.  He  voted  with  the  republican  party 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Leonia  married  Catherine  Hague, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  engineer  on  a 
steamer  for  many  years,  but  in  connection 
with  his  brother  Harry  is  now  the  owner 


of  a  naphtha  launch  and  takes  iishing  parties 
to  Lake  St.  Clair.  In  his  political  views  he 
is  a  republican.  Ella  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  Harry  is  captain  of  the 
launch,  the  Lulu,  which  he  owns  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother.  He  married  Catherine 
Lemp,  who  was  born  in  Waterloo  county, 
Canada,  November  13,  1874.  He  is  a  re- 
publican. 

In  1903  Mr.  Tucker  was  called  upon  to 
mOTirn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
1st  of  February  of  that  year  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  Clinton  Grove  cemetery.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican  but  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  well  known  as  a  representative  of  the 
industrial  life  of  Mount  Clemens,  and  his  ef- 
forts have  been  so  capably  directed  that  he 
is  regarded  as  a  competent  as  well  as  re- 
liable business  man,  who  has  ever  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  those  whom  he  served  and 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


JAMES  CRAWFORD. 

James  Crawford,  son  of  Robert  Crawford, 
was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  June  24, 
1827,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  May,  1831, 
and  being  the  youngest  of  four  sons  always 
lived  with  his  father  and  shared  with  him 
the  hardships  and  pleasures  of  a  pioneer  life, 
and  helped  his  father  build  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  has  seen  the  home  of  the 
bear,  the  deer  and  the  wolf  changed  into  fine 
farms  with  fine  stock  of  all  kinds  on  them. 
He  helped  to  clear  the  first  piece  of  land  for 
wheat  and  has  lived  continuously  in  the  same 
home  for  seventy-one  years.  He  has  seen  the 
winding  sled  track  through  the  woods  changed 
to  a  straight  graveled  road.  He  has  been  a 
successful  breeder  of  fancy  cattle  and  has 
been  a  veteran  breeder  of  fine  wool  sheep. 
He  commenced  to  improve  and  breed  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  descend- 
ante  of  those  sheep  are  on  the  farm  at  the 
present  time.  He  bred  for  density,  length  of 
stable  and  fineness,  and  he  succeeded  in  all 
of  them  and  doubled  the  weight  of  fleece  and 
the  buyers  allowed  that  there  was  more  de- 
lane   wool   than   any   fiock   that   they   came 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  June  28,  1856, 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Morton)  Borland,  of  Ayrshire,  Scot- 
land, and  had  three  children:  Robert  J-. 
bom   September  1,   1857;   Thomas  B.,   born 
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December  10, 1858;  and  Annie  E.,  born  April 
28,  1862,  who  died  February  15,  1876.  Mr. 
Crawford  is  a  republican,  a  Free  Mason  and 
a  Con^regationalist. 


ROBERT  CRAWFORD. 

Robert  Crawford  was  bom  in  Ayrshire, 
Scotland,  August  4,  1796.  With  his  wife  and 
family  he  left  his  native  land  to  come  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1831,  and  calculated  when 
he  left  Scotland  to  go  directly  to  the  Scotch 
settlement  east  of  Almont,  but  when  he  got 
as  far  as  Buffalo  he  stopped  there  and 
thought  that  he  would  earn  some  more  money 
before  he  went  into  the  woods.  After  he  had 
been  there  about  six  months  he  found  that 
the  cholera  was  very  bad  all  around  where  he 
lived.  Mrs.  Crawford  fretted  a  great  deal 
night  and  day  for  fear  that  some  of  the  fami- 
ly would  take  the  cholera.  She  was  the  only 
one  that  took  it  and  she  only  lived  twelve 
hours  after  she  took  it.  Mr.  Crawford  was 
left  with  a  family  of  seven  small  children 
among  strangers.  He  lived  in  Buffalo  about 
twelve  months  after  his  wife  died.  After  he 
had  made  up  his  mind  to  go  on  with  his  jour- 
ney to  the  Scotch  settlement  in  Michigan,  he 
took  passage  on  the  old  steamboat  Superior 
for  Detroit.  On  arriving  there  he  rented  a 
room  and  put  his  family  and  goods  into  it, 
and  then  went  on  foot  to  the  settlement  to  get 
a  team  to  take  his  goods  and  family  to  Romeo. 
There  were  no  plank  roads,  railroads  or  elec- 
tric ears  running  out  from  Detroit  in  those 
days.  He  got  Captain  Chamberlin  to  go  and 
fetch  his  family  and  things  to  Romeo.  He 
rented  a  farm  about  a  mile  northwest  of  Ro- 
meo from  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  lived  on  it  one 
year  and  then  moved  to  Armada.  He  bought 
the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  17  at  government  price  and  the 
southwest  quarter  of  the  southeast  quarter  of 
section  17,  and  afterward  added  more  land 
so  that  the  farm  consisted  of  two  hundred 
aad  sixty  acres.  He  then  put  up  his  log 
house  which  was  the  fashion  in  those  days 
and  commenced  to  enjoy  the  hardships  of 
pioneer  life.  Mr.  Crawford  cleared  a  large 
farm  for  himself  and  chopped  over  one  hun- 
dred acres  for  his  neighbors.  Mr.  Crawford 
with  his  two  sons,  Alexander  and  James,  kept 
their  own  house  for  twelve  years.  They 
washed,  baked  and  made  butter.  He  some- 
times went  to  Detroit  with  an  ox-team  and  it 
used  to  take  a  week  to  make  the  trip.     He 


would  take  a  load  of  farm  produce  and  bring 
back  supplies,  such  as  groceries,  salt,  etc.  All 
supplies  that  pioneers  needed  were  dear,  and 
farm  labor  and  produce  were  cheap  and 
money  was  scarce. 

Mr.  Crawford  lived  until  he  was  past  ninety 
years,  and  was  always  cheerful  and  apparent- 
ly happy,  struggled  through  difficulties  and 
hardships,  bore  up  under  trials  to  a  remark- 
able degree  and  lived  to  an  old  age,  passing 
away  peacefully  in  a  few  days  after  his  time 
had  come. 


C.  E.  LOCKWOOD. 


C.  E.  Loekwood,  who  resides  on  section  32, 
Washington  township,  is  a  representative  of 
the  stock-raising  interests  of  Macomb  county. 
He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides, December  14,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of 
Timothy  Loekwood,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Genesee  county.  New  York,  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1817.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Jerome  Loekwood,  a  son  of  Captain 
Timothy  Loekwood,  who  was  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry and  served  with  distinction  as  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Jerome  Loekwood 
came  to  Michigan  in  1819  and  was  joined  by 
his  father  in  1822.  He  cleared  and  opened 
up  a  farm  in  Macomb  county,  upon  which  his 
son  Timothy  grew  to  manhood.  Here  the  lat- 
ter was  married  to  Miss  Mabel  Ewell,  also  a 
native  of  New  York  and  a  daughter  of  Peleg 
Ewell,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  becoming  a  prominent  farmer  and 
large  landowner  having  fourteen  hundred 
acres  of  land.  Timothy  Loekwood  located  on 
the  farm  where  his  son  C.  E.  now  resides  and 
for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  this  place.  After 
a  useful  and  well  spent  life  he  died  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1889,  and  his  wife,  who 
survived  him  for  a  few  years,  passed  away  in 
1893.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely :  Murray,  who  married  and  followed 
farming  in  Washington  township  until  his 
death;  Thomas  J.,  a  farmer  of  Portland, 
Ionia  county,  Michigan;  Flora  G.,  the  wife 
of  Clark  Miller,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume;  C.  E.,  of  this  review, 
and  Clara  I.,  the  deceased  wife  of  Frank 
Hazleton. 

In  the  common  schools  of  this  county  C.  B. 
Loekwood  acquired  his  education  and  he  early 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  duties 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  He 
remained  at  home  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
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years  took  charge  of  the  farm,  buying  it  a 
few  years  later.  He  has  made  many  good 
improvements  upon  the  place,  including  the 
erection  of  a  barn  and  other  outbuildings  and 
throughout  his  active  business  life  has  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. For  some  years  his  specialty  was  breed- 
ing and  dealing  in  imported  heavy  draft 
liorses  and  he  now  gives  particular  attention 
to  fine  pure  blooded  Von  Homeyer  Ram- 
boulette  sheep,  being  president  of  the  Von 
Ilomeyer  Ramboulette  Club.  He  has  won 
many  prizes  on  his  sheep  at  both  county  and 
state  fairs  and  his  opinions  are  regarded  as 
authority  on  raising  those  animals.  For  sev- 
eral years  Mr.  Lockwood  has  also  acted  as 
agent  for  land  fertilizer,  traveling  through- 
out this  state.  He  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  Washington  Farmers  Club 
and  was  president  of  that  association  for  a 
number  of  years. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1878,  in  Macomb 
county,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ida  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Homer 
Davis,  who  is  represented  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  She  was  bom,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  this  county  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Flora,  wife  of  D. 
T,  Smith,  who  is  now  operating  the  Lockwood 
farm;  Mildred  M.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti  and  is  now 
a  teacher  in  the  Utica  high  school ;  and  Cyrus 
Bruce,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Washington 
school. 

Politically  Mr.  Lockwood  affiliates  with  the 
republican  party  and  being  a  believer  in  good 
schools  and  competent  teachers  he  has  effi- 
ciently served  on  the  school  board  in  his  dis- 
trict for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  at  Davis  and  the 
chapter  and  commandery  at  Romeo. 


FRANK  S.  FORSTEE. 

Frank  S.  Fovster  is  an  architect  of  Mount 
Clemer^,  who  is  well  equipped  for  his  pro- 
fession by  thorough  preparation  and  practical 
experience.  He  was  bom  in  Lunsing,  Michi- 
tjan,  January  3,  1880,  and  comes  of  English 
lineage,  his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from 
England  to  the  new  world  during  the  colonial 
<^poch  in  our  country's  history.  His  father, 
Thomas  H,  Forster,  was  a  native  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Es- 
tella  Brehler,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Berlin, 
Ontario,  and  who  died  in  1894.     They  were 


the  parents  of  three  children :  Frank  S., 
Grace  M.,  and  Burton  H.,  but  the  last  named 
died  in  1902,  at  the  age  of  eight  years. 

Frank  S.  Forster  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  early  edu- 
cational privileges  he  enjoyed.  He  passed 
through  suceefflive  grades  there  until  he  had 
completed  the  high  school  course  by  gradua- 
tion in  the  class  of  1899.  He  next  entered 
Cornell  tjniversity,  where  he  pursued  a  full 
course  in  architecture  and  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1903. 
He  was  afterward  employed  by  various  archi- 
tects in  Detroit  and  at  Sault  Sainte  Marie, 
in  former  places  being  an  employe  of  Strat- 
ton  &  Baldwin,  Albert  Kahn,  George  Nunn 
and  A.  W.  Chittenden. 

He  opened  his  office  in  Mount  Clemens, 
February  1,  1904,  and  has  here  devoted  his 
attention  largely  to  residence  work.  He  has 
been  employed  in  making  plans  for  a  number 
of  the  fine  homes  of  Mount  Clemens  and  other 
cities  of  this  state  and  he  also  prepared  the 
plans  for  a  beautiful  country  home,  near 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  leading  repre- 
sentative of  his  profession  and  has  entered  a 
career  which  gives  every  promise  of  becoming 
a  very  successful  one.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  Mount  Clemens  lodge,  No.  6,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Mount 
Clemens  Club.  He  is  popular  in  social  circles 
and  already  has  become  widely  known  in 
Mount  Clemens  although  the  period  of  his 
residence  here  is  of  comparatively  licief 
duration. 


F,  HAROLD  HAYWARD. 

F.  Harold  Hayward  was  born  in  Romeo, 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  June  30,  1867, 
and  is  the  son  of  Drs.  Abner  and  Alice  J. 
Hayward,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
As  an  artist  his  name  and  paintings  are  be- 
coming familiar  throughout  both  Europe  and 
America.  His  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Clemens.  He 
exhibited  artistic  talent  when  a  child  and 
when  seventeen  years  old  became  a  student 
of  art  in  the  studio  of  W.  B.  Conley,  of  De- 
troit, Mr,  Hayward,  being  a  close  student  of 
Nature,  continued  his  out-of-door  work, 
studying  Nature  carefully  in  her  varied  as- 
pects. He  loved  Nature  best  at  morning  and 
evening,  striving  ever  for  the  soft  atmos- 
pheric effects  of  these  hours.  He  became  a 
student  in  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago  in 
1889  under  John  Vandcrpool  and  Oliver  Dc- 
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witt  Ci-over.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  resumed 
his  work  in  this  institute  under  Vanderpool 
and  Freer.  After  remaining  here  for  some 
time  he  returned  to  Mount  Clemens  and  there 
reopened  his  studio.  Yielding  to  the  attrac- 
tions of  Niagara  he  spent  much  time  sketching 
there,  and  later  developed  some  of  his  most 
important  works  from  these  sketches. 

In  the  spring'  of  1896  he  accepted  an  in- 
vitation from  "the  old  boys"  who  yearly 
inijjrate  to  northern  i\Iiehigan  "deer  hunt- 
ing," and  while  the  "boys,"  Judge  Eldredge, 
John  Garvin,  Lemuel  Sackett,  James  Bren- 
nan  and  Wallace  Babeoeli,  hunted  deer.  Hay- 
ward  hunted  for  sketches.  He  brought  back 
as  many  characteristic  views  as  "the  boys" 
did  deer.  One  of  his  most  fajnous  "hunting 
scenes"  is  from  a  sketch  secured  at  this  time 
with  two  of  the  "boys"  as  model  hunters. 

One  of  his  favorite  models  is  a  hermit  fisher- 
man of  the  lakes  familiarly  known  as  "Old 
Broolis."  This  interesting  character  has  lived 
alone  on  the  shores  of  Lake  St.  Clair  during 
the  past  forty  years.  He  has  been  a  frequent 
model  for  the  artist,  and  the  paintings  of  the 
"Old  Fisheiman"  are  widih  I  nown 

In  1898  Air  Ha^waid  Hint  abioad  for  the 
pmpose  of  pursuing  Ins  studiis  in  ait.  He 
remained  a  student  in  Pans  fii  thi  e  years 
and  then  became  the  pupil  of  Jt  in  Paul  Lau- 
rens Benjamin  Constant  and  James  IMcNeil 
Whistler  Whistler  was  at  this  time  one  of 
the  'itatLst  Ining  artists  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  stud^  m^  w  ith  hnii  w  as  a  pm  ilege  of 
a  lifetime  The  influencL  of  bis  association 
with  Whistler  and  its  ettret  upon  his  work 
will  never  be  effaced.  While  in  Paris  he  de- 
veloped from  his  Niagara  Nkctrlu'^.  finir  im- 
portant canvasses  which  atti'iu-ted  tuni^ii  at- 
tention, bringing  him  prominently  before  the 
public  and  creating  universal  admiration. 
Two  of  these  paintings  were  on  exhibition  at 
the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900 ;  one  at  the  Royal 
Academy  in  London ;  and  one  at  the  Pan- 
American  Exhibition  at  Buifalo,  New  York. 
His  work,  while  in  France,  led  him  into  Italy. 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  where  he  secured 
many  valuable  sketch^  and  studied  the  works 
of  the  old  masters  in  all  the  noted  galleries 
of  these  countries.  He  also  studied  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  While  in  Europe  Mr. 
Hayward  came  in  touch  witli  the  greatest 
living  masters  of  the  day  and  the  artistic 
world,  being  a  member  of  the  important  art 
clubs  and  art  circles.  He  is  represented  in 
many  choice  ctdlections  in  both  Europe  and 
America.  He  has  also  done  fine  ilhist rating. 
Besides  several  poems  his  masterpiece  in  this 


line  is  the  painting  Imown  as  "The  Evening 
of  Life, ' '  done  for  the  Walter  E.  Dewey  Com- 
pany of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Hayward  is  recognized  to-day  as  an 
artist  of  wide  experience,  enjoying  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  figure  and  landscape  painter  of  high- 
est merit.  As  a  colorist  he  ranks  among  the 
first.  The  force  and  truthfulness  of  his  char- 
acters, the  stories  told  by  his  brush,  with  deli- 
cacy and  refinement,  the  soft  atmospheric  ef- 
fects of  his  landscapes,  place  him  among  the 
recognized  artists  of  his  day. 

Mr.  Hayward  was  married  July  12,  1898, 
to  Miss  Olive  BeUe  Hull,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vanus  B.  and  Isabelte  Hull  of  Albion,  Michi- 
gan. Mrs.  Hayward  is  a  graduate  of  Albion 
College,  receiving  tlie  degree  of  B.  S.  She 
has  published  some  worlcs  of  high  merit.  Dur- 
ing their  stay  in  Europe  she  continued  her 
studies,  mostly  along  the  line  of  sociology. 
She  also  improved  the  great  advantage  of 
studying  art  along  with  her  husband  in  his 
chosen  profession.  Mrs.  Hayward  is  in  full 
sympathy  with  her  husband's  work  and  is 
one  of  his  best  art  critics.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Olive  Belle  and  Alice 
Louise.  They  expect  soon  to  locate  perma- 
nently abroad. 


JOHN  L.  STAKKWEATHER. 

John  L.  Starkweather,  for  a  long  time  one 
of  the  prominent  attorneys  at  Romeo,  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Boxana  Leslie  Stark- 
weather, bom  in  Bruce  township,  October  4, 
1844.  His  father,  James  S.  Starkweather, 
was  the  son  of  a  revolutionary  soldier  and 
was  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  He  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  October  25,.  1801.  In 
1825  he  located  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
near  the  Hoxie  settlement  (Romeo)  in  Bruce, 
where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
married  September  6,  1827,  to  Roxana  Leslie, 
of  New  York  state,  of  the  Leslie  family,  also 
early  settlers  of  Bruce.  James  Starkweather 
died  at  Romeo,  February  10,  1873.  John  L. 
Starkweather,  after  working  on  the  parental 
farm  and  obtaining  a  common-school  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Romeo,  took  a  course  of 
study  at  Eastman's  Commercial  College  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  later  {1868- 
70)  took  the  law  course  at  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor.  From  1866  to  1868 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Romeo,  at  which  place  he  opened  a  law  ofiice 
after  completing  his  course  in  the  legal  col- 
lege in  1870,    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
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the  Washtenaw  circuit,  March  23,  1869,  and 
to  practice  in  the  United  States  courts  at 
Washington  in  the  following  November.  He 
lias  been  in  active  practice  of  his  profession 
ever  since  the  opening  of  his  Office  at  Romeo 
and  has  enjoyed  a  large  and  remunerative 
practice,  his  specialties  being  patents  and 
pensions.  He  has  always  been  very  active  in 
the  temperance  cause  and  is  a  member  of  a 
large  number  of  the  fraternal  organizations, 
some  of  which  have  honored  him  with  elec- 
tions to  high  and  responsible  positions.  June 
14,  1871,  he  married  Laura  E.  Spencer,  of 
Armada,  and  of  the  four  children  bom  to 
them  three  are  still  living:  Weed  T.,  also 
an  active  member  of  Macomb  county's  bar; 
Bruce  R. ;  and  Clara  L.  The  musical  talents 
of  the  daughter  are  marked  and  have  been 
carefully  educated. 


SILAS  B.  SPIER. 


Silas  B.  Spier,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
J.  (Patton)  Spier,  was  bom  in  Ontario  coun- 
ty, New  York,  January  8,  1854;  came  with 
his  parents  in  1860  to  Kalamazoo  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  obtained  his  common- 
school  education;  after  one  year  at  the  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Lansing,  he  attended 
Olivet  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1876. 
His  father,  having  died  in  1875,  and  his 
mother  coming  to  Mount  Clemens  to  care  for 
her  aged  father,  John  Patton,  who  had  then 
become  blind,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  Mount  Clemens  and  entered  the  office  of 
Arthur  L.  Canfield,  afterwards  circuit  judge. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  May,  1877, 
and  since  that  time  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  at  Ma- 
comb's county  seat.  On  January  1,  1883,  the 
firm  of  Eldredge  &  Spier  was  formed,  which 
continued  until  the  elevation  of  its  senior 
member  to  the  circuit  bench,  January  1,  1894. 
In  1896,  Mr.  Spier  was  elected  judge  of  pro- 
bate, which  office  he  filled  for  four  years. 

May  27,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Julia  L., 
daughter  of  James  B.  and  Helen  D.  El- 
dredge. Their  children  are  Helen  J.,  born 
1881;  Margaret,  born  1889;  and  James  E., 
born  in  1897. 


JUDC.E  DEWITT  0.  WALKER. 

Judge  DeWitt  C.  Walker  was  bom  in 
(.Clarendon,  Vermont,  in  1812.  After  gradu- 
ating at  Middlebury  College  at  the  head  of 
his  class  he  entered  the  Yale  Law  School  and 


studied  law  under  DeWitt  Daggett  and  Judge 
Daggett,  graduating  from  the  Yale  school  in 
1836.  He  came  to  Romeo,  Macomb  county, 
and  continued  there  in  the  practice  of  law 
for  twenty  years  and  in  the  meantime  serv- 
ing Macomb  county  as  its  prosecuting  attor- 
ney for  two  years.  He  was  afterwards  elected 
state  representative  and  later  state  sen- 
ator: re-elected  to  the  house  again  in  1844 
and  1846;  and  in  1845  chosen  as  one  of  the 
regents  of  the  State  University.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1850  that  framed  the  present  constitution  of 
Michigan.  In  1857,  Judge  Walker  laid  out 
and  platted  the  town  of  Capac  in  St.  Clair 
county  and  thereafter  St.  Clair  county  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  his  residence  and  able 
services.  He  was  elected  judge  of  probate  of 
St.  Clair  county  and  served  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years. 

Judge  Walker  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  the  times,  possessed  of  rare  per- 
ceptive faculties  coupled  with  able  executive 
ability.  He  was  at  one  time  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  milling  and  manufacturing  in  St. 
Clair  county,  and  largely  through  his  efforts 
Capac  became  what  he  often  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  see  it,  a  thriving,  hustling  village.  He 
was  especially  interested  in  the  educational 
progress  of  the  country  and  it  was  mainly 
through  his  instrumentality  that  a  bill  was 
introduced  which  provided  for  the  present 
admirable  system  of  free  schools  throughout 
the  state. 

In  1836  Mr.  Walker  was  married  to  Miss 
Adeline  Ketcham,  of  Vermont,  to  whom  were 
bom  seven  children,  five  of  whom  survived 
Judge  Walker  at  the  time  of  his  death  at 
Capac,  August  17,  1904. 


JUDGE  JAilES  C.  TUCKER. 

Judge  James  G.  Tucker,  the  present  circuit 
judge,  was  born  at  Mount  Clemens,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1855.  His  father,  James  G.  Tucker, 
came  to  Mount  Clemens  to  act  as  cashier  of 
the  old  Macomb  County  Bank,  then  controlled 
by  the  Tucker  Brothers.  The  Tucker  family 
were  from  New  York  state  and  the  grand- 
father of  the  Judge  was  a  Baptist  minister 
long  located  at  Rochester,  New  York.  His 
mother  was  Jennette,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Hatch,  long  time  justice  of  peace  at  Mount 
Clemens.  After  a  ten  years  residence  at  New- 
Orleans,  James  G.  Tucker,  Jr.,  returned  to 
Mount  Clemens  in  1870  and  after  attending 
school  here,  taught  for  a  time  in  the  neigh- 
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bomu  schools  was  for  several  years  probate 
clerk  and  four  years  justice  of  the  peace; 
citv  clerk  foi  one  year.  In  1880  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  by  Macomb  county  circuit 
court  Judge  Harris  presiding.  In  1888  he 
was  chosen  pioseeuting  attorney  of  the  coun- 
ty, a  position  he  filled  with  such  satisfaction 
to  the  people  for  four  years  that  at  the  end 
of  that  time  they  elected  him  judge  of  pro- 
bate. Retiring  from  that  position  January  1, 
1897,  he  was  soon  thereafter  appointed  re- 
ceiver of  the  Detroit  &  River  St.  Clair  Rail- 
way, then  in  part  constructed.  In  this  re- 
ceivership Judge  Tucker  was  busily  engaged 
for  several  years  during  which  the  road  was 
completed  from  Chesterfield  to  Marine  City 
and  finally  sold.  It  now  forms  an  important 
part  of  the  Rapid  Railway  System  between 
Mt.  Clemens  and  Port  Huron.  In  1899,  upon 
the  retirement  of  Judge  Eldredge,  Mr,  Tucker 
was  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  party  for 
circuit  judge,  which  position  he  has  filled  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
litigants  and  people  generally  for  the  past 
six  years. 

September  9,  1881,  he  married  Eliza  B. 
Wood,  daughter  of  George  Wood  (son  of 
James  Wood),  from  Yorkshire,  England,  who 
in  1843  located  on  lands  in  sections  4  and  5 
of  Clinton,  one  of  the  sturdy,  industrious  and 
progressive  pioneers  of  that  township.  Two 
children,  a  daughter,  Jeanette,  and  a  son, 
James  Guerber  Tucker,  have  been  bom  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker,  Judge  Tucker  has 
always  been  a  democrat  in  polities  and  his 
popularity  and  ability  are  evidenced  by  his 
many  successes  at  the  polls. 


WILLIAM  W.  GIBBS. 

William  Woodruff  Gibbs  was  born  in  Livo- 
nia, Livingston  county.  New  York,  December 
31,  1821,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Romeo  De- 
cember 29,   1902.     The  family  was  of  New 


England  origin  and  his  mother  a  Woodruff, 
a  family  noted  for  its  musical  talents.  As 
one  of  twelve  children  the  necessity  for  work 
became  early  urgent  and  while  yet  a  lad  he 
was  apprenticed  to  a  gunsmith  and  worked 
some  years  at  that  trade.  The  rare  natural 
artistic  element  of  his  mind  early  developed 
itself  and  after  working  at  the  trade  he  had 
learned  for  eight  years,  he  began  his  studies 
for  the  chosen  work  of  his  life  with  a  local 
artist  and  prosecuted  his  studies  and  work 
in  his  native  town  for  a  time. 

In  1848  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  was  engaged  in  his  profe^ion. 
While  at  Kalamazoo  he  was  a  member  of  an 
orchestra  band  and  traveled  over  quite  a 
lai^e  portion  of  the  western  part  of  the  state 
in  connection  with  it.  About  1852  he  came 
from  Kalamazoo  to  Armada  and  in  1853  to 
Romeo,  which  continued  to  be  his  home  till 
the  time  of  his  death.  During  the  years  of 
his  life  at  Romeo,  he  continued  his  work 
painting  portraits  in  the  earlier  years  and 
while  engaged  in  such  work  he  gradually 
drifted  into  the  work  more  suited  to  his  taste 
of  landscape  painting. 

Mr.  Gibbs  was  a  fine  musician  and  artist 
of  fine  qualities  and  many  of  the  homes  of 
Romeo  are  filled  with  the  scenes  sketched 
from  nature  and  illustrating  many  of  the 
beauties  of  the  surrounding  country.  His 
character  was  as  simple  and  guileless  as  a 
child  and  withal  he  carried  with  him  through 
his  long  and  useful  career  the  child's  love  of 
the  true  and  beautiful.  Warm  and  true  in 
his  affections,  honest  and  upright  and  kind 
and  obliging  to  all,  he  went  through  life  like 
one  led  by  high  and  lofty  ideals.  In  1892, 
upon  the  sug^stion  of  Mr,  H.  W.  Bradley, 
he  conceived  and  executed  one  of  his  finest 
designs  "Father  Marquette  at  St.  Ignaee  in 
1670,"  which  was  adopted  as  one  of  the  de- 
signs for  the  issue  of  postage  stamps  by  the 
Government  and  later  the  State  Pioneer  So- 
ciety of  Michigan  as  the  frontispiece  to  the 
1903  volume  of  its  transactions  and  records. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

INTBODIJCTOEY.    INDIAN  AND  PEE-INDIAN  PEEIOD. 

The  early  history  of  the  territory  now  oceu- 
lijed  by  Macomb  county  is  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  trend  of  events  in  aU  the 
surrounding  country  and  so  incapable  of  sep- 
aration from  the  history  of  nearly  all  of  the 
lower  peninsula  of  the  state,  that  in  order  to 
iippreeiate  in  any  way,  the  happenings  of 
those  days,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
somewhat  the  situation  of  the  entire  district. 
'I'he  Indian  and  pre-Indian  history  of  the 
liOTinty  is  of  course  the  same  as  all  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  French  exploration, 
occupation  and  supremacy  of  the  county  was 
!™t  a  part  of  the  history  of  New  France  as 
the  country  was  then  called,  Michigan  and 
H  large  portion  of  the  northwest  territory  be- 
inji'  claimed,  and  rightly  so  by  the  French 
UN  a  part  of  their  territory.  This  period  of 
French  siipremaey  was  nominally  terminated 
ill  176!)  after  the  close  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian war  when  all  the  French  claims  in  the 
north  of  the  English  speaking  colonists  were 
I'eded  to  England.  Although  theoretically 
under  English  control  from  that  time  to  the 
close  of  the  American  Revolution,  this  coun- 
ty as  well  as  a  large  portion  of  the  surround- 
ing rauntry  was  stiU  French  in  customs,  lan- 
guage and  thought.  The  termination  of  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  in  1783  nominally 
established  the  boundary  line  between  the 
American  and  English  territories  along  the 
channel  of  the  lakes,  thus  leaving  Macomb 
county  a  part  of  the  American  territory,  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  English  possession  and 
control  of  this  county  as  well  as  all  the  sur- 
rounding country  continued  until  1796,  when 
under  the  terms  of  Jay's  Treaty,  the  fort  at 


Detn»it  and  other  jnilitary  points  lying  to  the 
soutli  and  west  of  the  lakes  were  surrendered 
to  the  American  forces,  and  from  that  time  on 
the  history  of  Macomb  county  forms  a  con- 
stituent part  of  the  history  of  the  United 
States. 

The  territory  thus  eomins  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  American  government  formed  a 
part  of  the  so -called  Northwest  Territorj', 
which  had  already  been  organized  by  an  or- 
dinance of  Congress  adopted  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  present  Federal  Constitution, 
July  13,  1787.  Michigan  continued  a  part 
of  the  Northwest  Territory  until  January 
11.  1805,  when  the  territory  of  Michigan 
was  set  off  and  Detroit  made  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Up  until  the  treaty  of  Detroit,  made  No- 
vember 17,  1807,  witli  the  Chippewas,  Ot- 
tawas,  Wyandots,  and  Pottawatomies,  the  le- 
gal title  to  all  the  land  in  Michigan  outside 
of  a  few  military  posts  and  a  strip  of  land 
six  miles  wide  along  the  Detroit  river,  re- 
mained Indian  property,  but  by  that  treaty 
the  United  States  acquired  the  Indian  title  to 
that  portion  of  Michigan  which  lies  east  of  a 
line  drawn  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Au 
Glaize  river  in  Ohio  to  a  point  due  west  of 
the  outlet  of  Lake  Huron  and  running  from 
that  point  to  White  Rock  on  Lake  Huron. 
All  of  this  territory  which  lies  north  of  the 
base  line,  southern  boundary  of  the  present 
Macomb  county,  was  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  governor  of  the  then  territory  of  Michi- 
gan, Lewis  Cass,  set  off  and  established  as  a 
separate  county  to  be  called  the  county  of  Ma- 
comb, January  15,  1818. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  speaking  politi- 
cally the  history  of  Macomb  county  begins 
with  the  last  named  date,  and  that  the  history 
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of  tlie  earlier  periods  will  necessarily  be  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
whole  territory  that  it  will  consist  of  a  re- 
counting of  much  that  is  applicable  to  other 
localities  as  well  as  Maeomb  county. 

The  location  of  the  county  adjacent  to  Lake 
St.  Clair  which  in  reality  forms  only  a  part 
of  the  strait  connecting  Lake  Huron  with 
Lake  Erie  has  made  it  a  place  rich  in  the 
history  of  Indian  warfare  were  it  possible  to 
obtain  the  facts  regarding  the  same.  As  far 
back  as  we  are  able  to  go,  the  Indians  to  the 
south  of  the  great  lakes,  the  Miamis,  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  powerful  Algonquin  tribe, 
were  strongly  intrenched  and  powerful 
enough  to  form  a  barrier  impassable  to  north- 
em  tribes  in  their  flights  and  migrations.  As 
a  result  the  Indians  of  eastern  Michigan  when 
hard  pressed  by  their  enemies,  were  compelled 
to  escape  to  the  eastward  and  natiiraUy  chose 
those  points  which  did  not  involve  crossing 
wide  expanses  of  water,  and  St.  Clair  and 
Detroit  rivers,  and  Lake  St.  Clair  have  been 
the  seat  of  many  a  migration  of  the  Indians 
from  Canada  to  Michigan  and  from  Michigan 
to  Canada.  Many  have  been  the  stands  that 
the  Indian  warriors  have  taken  for  a  last  des- 
perate fight  with  their  enemies  before  cross- 
ing the  waters  to  invade  the  territories  of  the 
possibly  unfriendly  Indians  occupying  the 
lands  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  strait.  As  a 
result,  Maeomb  county  has  sometimes  been 
called  the  Pagigendamowinaki,  or  the  great 
cemetery  of  the  aborigines  and  mementos  of 
Indian  warfare  and  Indian  burials  were  nu- 
merous in  the  county.  The  munber  of 
mounds,  the  character  of  human  remains 
found  in  them,  the  stone  hatchets,  flint  arrow 
heads  and  unnumbered  scattered  skeletons  all 
bear  silent  testimonials  to  numberless  battles 
and  fierce  warfare  waged  over  this  territory, 
whose  history,  however,  can  only  be  a  matter 
of  speculation.  The  materials  found  in  some 
of  the  mounds  have  forced  a  belief  that  at  one 
time  the  country  was  occupied  by  a  race  far 
superior  in  civilization  to  the  Indians  that 
were  found  here  at  the  time  of  the  first  visits 
of  the  white  men,  and  much  speculation  has 
been  indulged  in  relative  to  who  and  what 
these  mound-buildera  were.  Whether  they 
were  Mongolians  who  had  come  across  from 
Asia,  or  possibly  members  of  the  lost  Tribes 
of  Israel  or  whether  they  were  merely  ances- 
tors of  the  Indians,  who  through  degeneracy 
had  lost  the  arts  and  powers  once  known  to 
their  forefathers,  can  never  be  determined. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  among  the  In- 
dians themselves  had  been  handc^d   down  a 


tradition  that  the  country  had  been  occupied 
by  a  race  of  people  superior  in  skill  U: 
themselves  and  among  the  ITurons  who  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  Macomb  county,  it 
was  contended  that  they  were  descendants  ot 
this  earlier  race.  This  tradition  recites  that 
a  struggle  which  occiipied  a  great  many  yeai'S 
was  maintained  between  the  original  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county,  ancestors  of  the  Hurons, 
and  a  tribe  of  Indians  coming  down  from  the 
north  possessed  of  greater  prowess,  and  that 
the  older  inhabitants,  after  gallantly  and 
bravely  contesting  foot  by  foot,  were  crowded 
across  the  waters  into  what  is  now  Canada ; 
that  they  left  behind  them  intrenchments, 
remnants  of  which  were  still  to  be  found  when 
the  whites  settled  this  county,  which,  how- 
ever, proved  unavailing  aid  in  their  efforts 
to  resist  the  advances  of  the  barbarians  from 
the  north.  This  Huron  tradition  recites  that 
the  conquering  tribes  from  the  north  were 
themselves  overwhelmed  and  destroyed  by  a 
second  wave  of  still  more  powerful  red  men 
who,  seeking  relief  from  the  hardships  of  the 
more  rigorous  climate  and  tempted  by  the 
reputation  of  this  country  as  a  hunting 
ground,  moved  southward,  and  in  spite  of  the 
stubborn  opposition  of  the  then  occupants, 
succeeded  after  a  long  term  of  years  in  pos- 
sessing this  country.  The  second  race  of  in- 
vaders from  the  north  were  the  ancestors  of 
the  Chippewas,  and  later  another  stru^le 
took  place  between  the  Hurons  and  the  Chip- 
pewas, "the  outcome  of  which  was  that  the 
Hurons,  after  a  temporary  success,  were  again 
forced  out  of  Michigan  and  across  the  waters 
into  Canada." 

Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  these  tradi- 
tions, it  is  reasonable  that  about  the  second 
decade  of  the  16th  century  the  Chippewas 
were  in  possession  of  the  district  now  consti- 
tuting the  southeast  part  of  Michigan,  and  up 
to  about  the  Clinton  river.  Nest  north  of 
them,  the  country  was  occupied  by  the  Sauks. 
who  controlled  the  country  up  as  far  north 
as  Thunder  Bay.  Still  north  of  them  were 
the  Pottawatomies.  About  1520  a  great  strug- 
gle took  place  among  these  tribes,  the  outconip 
of  which  was  the  practical  extinction  of  thi' 
Sauks  and  the  establishment  of  the  territoo" 
taken  from  them  either  by  tacit  understand- 
ing or  formal  treatira  between  the  tribes,  as 
a  common  hunting  ground.  The  Ottawas  had 
joined  with  the  Chippewas  and  Pottawatomies 
in  this  warfare  on  the  Sauks,  and  upon  the 
first  visit  of  the  whites  to  this  country  in  the 
autumn  of  1641  under  the  lead  of  Fathers 
Cogues  and  Raymbault,  these  three  tribes  of 
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Iiidiiuis,  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  and  Potta- 
^vatoiiiii's,  occupied  the  territory  now  known 
as  the  Southern  Peninsula  of  Michigan,  but 
they  were  scattered  very  sparsely  without  per- 
uiaiH'iit  habitations  and  dependent  almost  en- 
tirely HjKHi  the  chase  and  natural  products 
of  tile  I'iirth  for  subsistanee.  One  might  have 
ti-a\e]e(.E  for  days  in  almost  ^ny  direction 
witliimt  meeting  a  single  Indian.  One  cause 
for  ll  s  IS  reported  to  have  been  the  belief 
iuiio  „  l^he  Indians  that  the  spirits  of  the  con- 
(^uei  d  '5iuks  still  haunted  the.se  hunting 
grounds  and  that  that  Indian  who  grew  too 
daring  and  straied  too  far  from  his  compan- 
ions w  »s  in  d  »n;ti-r  of  being  killed  by  some 
iivoviti^  spiiit  of  the  Sauk  warrior. 

Ill  Hi48  another  visit  was  made  by  white 
iiiissioniiries  to  the  Indians  of  this  country, 
iiiKl  it  was  found  that  since  the  former  visit, 
Hiiiither  tribe  had  been  added  to  the  Indians 
of  MiiL'kigan.  These  were  the  Hurons  who,  un- 
like the  Ghippewas,  Ottawas  and  Pottawato- 
Diies,  did  not  belong  to  the  Algonquin  family 
of  Indians.  In  their  habits,  in  the  permanency 
of  their  habitation,  and  in  their  devotion  to 
iigricultural  pursuits,  they  much  more  strong- 
ly resembled  the  Iroquois  Indians  with  whom, 
however,  they  were  at  enmity.  Having  suf- 
fered severe  and  crushing  defeats  in  their  for- 
mer territory  of  Georgian  Bay  and  the  east 
sliore  of  Ijiike  Huron,  they  had  been  forced 
\>'estwai'd  hy  the  Iroquois  to  seek  new  refuge. 
They  crassed  the  waters  at  the  most  conven- 
ient points,  viz.,  at  the  Soo  river  and  the  De- 
troit-St.  Clair  strait  to  find  new  homes  among 
the  Algonquin  tribes  occupying  Michigan 
who,  either  because  of  their  hatred  of  the 
Iroquois  or  of  the  weakness  and  helplessness 
of  the  Ilnrons,  received  them  well,  and  al- 
lowed them  to  iind  new  homes  at  scattered 
points  through  the  country.  ITie  waterways 
forming  the  chief  and  practically  the  sole 
means  of  getting  about,  new  homes  of  the 
ITurons  were  generally  found  upon  the  banks 
of  some  of  the  streams.  As  a  result  of  this 
Jio  less  than  Ave  strean^  located  within  the 
limits  of  oiu'  present  state  were  known  by  the 
Tianie  of  the  Huron  River.  Among  these 
streams  was  the  main  river  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty-, now  known  as  the  Clinton. 

These  four  tribes  of  Indians  usually  acted 
together  harmoniously.  They  fought  with  the 
French  against  the  English  in  the  war  which 
ended  with  the  conquest  of  Canada;  they 
were  M-ith  the  English  and  against  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  with 
few  exceptions  in  the  War  of  1812.     They 


stood  together  in  the  siege  of  Detroit  in  1762, 
acting  under  the  leadership  of  Pontiac,  the 
shrewd  and  able  chief  of  the  Ottawas. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  thorough 
and  systematic  examination  was  not  made  of 
the  remnants  of  the  early  civilization  that 
appeared  in  Macomb  county  before  they  were 
leveled  by  the  plow,  and  disappeared  before 
the  marks  of  later  civilization.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  of  these  forts  or  mounds  was 
found  in  the  township  of  Bruce  near  its  east 
line  some  three  milra  northeast  of  Romeo  at 
a  point  where  the  banks  of  the  North  Branch 
of  the  Clinton  rises  abruptly  some  ten  or 
twelve  feet.  This  fort  appeared  to  be  about 
350  feet  in  diameter  with  walls  at  the  time 
they  were  leveled  by  the  plow  some  four  or 
five  feet  high  and  eight  feet  thick  at  the  base, 
which,  considering  the  length  of  time  that 
they  had  stood  and  the  character  of  the  soil 
of  which  they  were  composed,  loose  gravel, 
would  indicate  that  they  were,  when  first 
used,  of  much  greater  height.  The  dirt  to 
form  the  walls  had  been  dug  from  the  imme- 
diate outside,  leaving  a  ditch  or  moat,  which 
afforded  a  further  protection.  In  the  wall 
were  Openings,  three  in  number,  about  twenty 
feet  wide,  directly  opposite  which  on  the  in- 
side was  an  additional  mound,  shutting  off 
the  view  from  the  exterior.  Between  the  fort 
and  the  branch  were  found  a  number  of 
mounds  or  graves,  each  containing  a  skeleton, 
the  size  of  the  bones  of  which  indicated  that 
its  owner  when  living  was  of  a  size  lai^ly 
in  excess  of  the  modern  Indian  known  to  the 
whites.  Some  twenty  rods  from  the  south  of 
this  fort  and  across  the  stream  was  located 
a  large  mound  surrounded  by  smaller  ones, 
probably  the  burial  place  of  a  chief,  around 
whom  the  members  of  his  family,  as  they 
died,  were  interred. 

Another  fort  appeared  upon  the  farm  for 
a  long  time,  owned  by  B.  II.  Thurston,  about 
a  mile  further  up  the  stream  from  the  one 
first  described.  The  fort  was  oblong  in  shape, 
extending  nearly  500  feet,  and  being  in  its 
greater  breadth  about  250  feet.  This  had  but 
one  opening  towards  the  river,  and  the  two 
ends  of  the  circle  of  the  wall  were  made  to 
o^edap  each  othei  In  the  \icinifv  of  this 
foit  were  found  numeious  stone  hatchets, 
flint  airow  htads  and  bits  of  crockerv  The 
third  fort  was  found  in  the  extreme  north- 
west of  the  countv  about  one  mile  west  of  the 
Noith  Branch  This  was  nearlj  circular  in 
foim  ftith  a  diametei  of  about  225  feet 

Near  the  lake  were  also  some  forts  or  in- 
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treiK'hiiients  which  indicsitcd  iin  engineering 
Idiowledge  and  a  degree  of  industry  heyond 
that  the  later  Indians  were  known  to  possess. 
Upon  the  farm  talien  np  by  William  Tucker 
in  Uiirrison  and  Chesterfield  Upon  the  Clin- 
l((ii  rivec,  there  were  many  indications  of 
lluM  iiitrenehments  TTsiialh  in  form  a  com 
lilctc  I'ircle,  having  Mit  one  opening  at  the 
bfink  iif  the  river.  Some  of  these  contained 
from  three  to  five  acres  and  m  them  weie 
found  fragments  of  potter\  tnnoush  cirved 

On  the  southwest  bank  ot  Salt  in  i  not 
far  from  its  month  ■was  located  one  of  thest, 
forts  which  inclosed  some  tliiee  acies  The 
jrate  or  mouth  of  the  inelosuie  nppeaied  op 
posite  tlie  river,  and  diiectly  across  fioni  the 
same  was  a  cornfield  where  thousands  of  lit 
tie  hills,  the  result  ot  com  cultivation  neie 
iipparent  even  as  late  as  1827  The  ^ram  had 
evidently  been  planted  in  order  and  cultivated 
to  a  good  extent,  although  at  the  time  the  fort 
MTid  cornfield  were  examined,  it  was  apparent 
that  a  great  length  of  time  had  elapsed  since 
ts  use  as  a  means  of  piotection  Many  other 
slight  and  isolated  evidtnces  of  the  woik  of 
the  former  race  mhabitJiig  this  Lountrv  wert, 
t  lund  scattered  through  the  county  but  thev 
ha\e  been  so  obliterated  that  it  is  useless  to 
ittempt  to  colkct  them  or  to  base  upon  them 
inv  thcoiv  as  to  the  charactci  or  hi%tor>  of 
then  builders 

It  was  (.arlj  announced  that  the  policv  of 
I  nitid  States  was  to  lecognize  the  Indian 
tubes  m  possession  of  the  territory  as  l)eing 
til  nominal  undisputed  owners  of  the  tern 
t  rj.  Ihit.  ownership,  however,  rested  m  the 
Indian  tribes  rather  than  in  individuals,  and 
always  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  gov- 
erament.  Accordingly  the  same  rule  was 
iidopted  by  this  country  as  had  been  an- 
nounced by  the  English  during  their  occupa- 
tion of  the  country  in  conjunction  with  Can- 
;ida,  viz.,  that  no  individual  should  be  allowed 
to  purchase  direct  from  the  Indians,  but 
should  be  required  to  obtain  his  title  to  lands 
through  the  United  States  government  after 
the  Indian  title  thereto  had  been  abolished 
by  public  treaty.  This  liberal  policy  of  the 
government  in  its  treatment  of  the  Indians  is 
probably  largely  to  be  credited  to  the  efforts 
of  General  Knox,  secretary  of  war  under 
President  Washington,  and  led  to  a  system  of 
negotiations  with  the  Indians  as  tribes  or  na- 
tions, and  to  the  making  of  all  purchases  of 
lands  from  them  in  public  council  where  all 
could  be  heard.  In  this  way  the  government 
was  able  to  throw  open  to  settlement  and  pri- 
vate ownership  vast  tracts  of  lands  at  points 


where  it  was  best  able  to  protect  settlers,  iiud 
also  to  reduce  the  danger  of  massacres  be- 
cause of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  with  the  methods  by  which  they  were 
deprived  of  the  lands.  Thus  the  treaty  of 
Fort  Mcintosh,  1785,  the  first  cession  by  tlie 
Indians  to  the  govemiiient  of  lands  in  5[ichi- 
^an  was  made  and  by  it  was  reserved  to  the 
sole  use  of  the  United  States  "The  post  of  De- 
tioit  with  a  district  beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  RosiiiL  (Raisin)  river  on  the  west  end 
>f  Lake  hue  and  running  west  six  miles  up 
the  southern  bank  of  said  river,  and  thence 
jiortherly  and  always  six  miles  west  of  the 
sti  lit  until  it  strikes  Lake  St.  Clair."  The 
wiitei  is  unable  to  find  that  it  was  ever  de- 
teimmed  by  suivey  exactly  what  lands  are 
eoveied  b^  this  reservation,  but  it  would  reach 
neai  if  not  into,  the  present  limits  of  Jla- 
comb  county.  This  extinguishment  of  Indian 
title  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Fort 
llarmer  in  1798  and  by  the  treaty  of  Green- 
field in  1795,  but  the  title  to  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  state  remained  with  the  In- 
dians until  the  treaty  of  Detroit  in  1807, 
heietofoie  referred  to.  It  is  not  meant  by 
this  that  the  Indians  were  left  in  uiidis]uit('d 
possession,  but  that  the  white  claimants  to 
anv  of  these  lands  were  not  backed  up  in  t\wh- 
claims  by  the  government.  However,  along 
piior  to  1795  considerable  territory  was  oc- 
cupied by  white  settlers  and  the  strong  tide 
of  immigration  that  was  setting  in,  and  the 
gi owing  practice  of  private  purchase  from 
the  Indians,  created  a  strong  pressure  which 
resulted  m  the  opening  of  negotiations  under 
General  Hull,  culminating  in  the  council  con- 
cluding the  treaty  of  Detroit. 

By  this  treaty,  numerous  small  reservations 
were  made  to  the  Indians,  among  which  were 
three  on  Lake  St.  Clair.  The  one  in  which 
Macomb  county  is  particularly  interested  be- 
ing located  between  Salt  river  and  Cropaux 
creek,  in  sections  23,  13,  14  and  24,  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  On  this  res(^rva- 
tion  lived  the  last  of  the  Indian  inhabitants 
of  the  county,  who  kept  up  a  pretense  of 
tribal  relations.  They  were  removed  to  Kan- 
sas in  1830  by  the  Federal  government,  but 
Francis  Macompte  and  others  were  never 
happy  away  from  the  lakes. 

The  present  site  of  Eomeo  was  also  an  In- 
dian village,  and  the  place  was  known  for 
years  as  "Indian  Village,"  the  name  it  was 
first  given  when  established  as  a  postoffice. 
Both  of  these  villages  were  made  up  chiefly 
of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  who  by  reason  of 
their    bravery   and    skill,    had    gradually    ob- 
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tained  eoituiiaudinj;  iniinenee  over  the  other 
Indians.  Mingled  with  these  were  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Ilurons  and  other  tribes. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  Chippewas  lo- 
cated at  the  Salt  river  reservation  was  old 
ilaconipte  or  BTaskeash,  who  died  soon  after 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  buried  on  the  In- 
dian I'eservation  with  all  hie  ornaments. 
Years  after  and  when  Francia  Mitconce  was 
west  with  Henry  Tucker,  selecting  a  new 
resei'vation  for  the  Indians,  this  grave  was 
disturbed  and  some  of  the  ornaments  taken. 
Upon  the  return  of  tlie  son  and  his  discovery 
of  this  outrage,  he  brought  the  actors  in  the 
ali'air  to  terms  before  the  courts  at  Mount 
CTeTiiens.  Old  Macompte  was  succeeded  by 
liis  son,  Cum-e-kiim-e-non,  who  was  well  be- 
loved by  his  owii  people,  and  a  man  of  great 
inflneTice  and  power  amonir  the  Indians  of  the 
surrounding  country,  [le  was,  however,  a 
slave  of  alcohol,  and  on  returning  home  about 
midnight  one  night  in  IBltl  from  Moiuit  Clem- 
ens, wbei-e  he  had  been  drinking  heavily,  he 
was  heard  to  run  across  the  garden  of  Col. 
John  Stockton,  who  then  lived  on  the  banli 
of  the  river  not  far  from  the  Jlarlict  street 
bridge,  and,  breaking  the  fence,  fell  into  the 
water  with  an  Indian  "Ugh!"  Col.  Stockton 
heard  the  noise  and  got  up  and  searched,  but 
eonid  tind  nothing,  and  not  suspecting  any 
serious  T'csults.  did  not  arouse  the  neighbors. 
The  next  day  the  body  was  found  by  John 
Tucker  and  the  Indians,  and  was  buried  in 
tlie  orchard  of  John  Tucker  on  Private  Claim 
129,  wrapped  in  a  bine  broadcloth  blanket 
and  decorated  with  many  silver  ornaments. 
Two  or  three  days  later  relatives  of  the  dead 
Indian  came  to  Col.  Stockton's  house  and 
(claimed,  or  pretended  that  the  white  people 
were  responsible  for  the  Ijidian's  death. 
They  refused,  with  Indian  stolidity,  to  say 
iinich  to  Col.  Stockton,  but  talked  much 
among  themselves,  a  large  part  of  which  Mrs. 
Stockton  understood.  The  next  day  forty  o)' 
fifty  of  the  Indians  went  to  Judge  Connor,  then 
living  at  the  Moravian  village,  and  threatened 
Col.  Stockton  with  vengeance  for  having 
caused  the  death  of  their  chief.  Being  in- 
formed of  this.  Col.  Stockton  sent  his  wife 
and  children  away  from  home  and  main- 
tained a  watch  that  night,  but  althoi^h  the 
Indians  came,  they  soon  left  without  making 
further  disturbauce. 

Francis  Maconce  succeeded  his  brother  as 
chief  with  Truckatoe  as  sub-chief.  The  latter 
became  dissatisfied  about  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion, and  with  several  members  of  the  band 
M-ent  to  LakeviUe,  but  Maconce  remained  with 


the  bulk  of  the  tribe  until  1830,  when  he 
removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  died  many  years 
later.  Francis  Maconce  was  an  Indian  of 
more  than  the  average  intelligence  and  abil- 
ity, much  loved  by  his  people  and  respected 
l)y  the  whites.  His  tirst  wife  was  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  of  her  hands  and  the  neatness 
of  her  housekeeping.  It  is  related  that  law- 
yers from  Detroit  going  to  coiirt  in  St.  Clair 
county,  made  it  a  practice  to  stop  at  the  home 
of  ilaconce,  frequently  remaining  over  night. 
Among  these  were  Judges  "Witherell,  Sibley 
and  Whipple  and  Chancellor  O'Keefe,  Mrs. 
Maconce  dressed  like  a  white  woman,  and 
furnished  the  most  appetizing  table  and  com- 
fortable lodgings.  She  died  at  London.  Ont. 
A  sister  of  Maconce  was  the  wife  of  Chief 
Wawamosh  of  the  Samia  reservation.  It  is 
reported  that  Maconce  was  initiated  into  the 
mysteries  of  Free  Masonry.  Under  Maconce 
was  Keneobe  of  Romeo,  who  was  present  and 
took  part  in  the  treaty  of  Saginaw  in  1819. 
Another  prominent  Indian  of  the  band  near 
Romeo  was  Tipsikaw,  noted  for  his  athletic 
abilities. 

Earlier  still  Wittaniss  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent Indians  of  this  section.  He  was  a  de- 
voted attachee  of  the  British  commandants 
at  Detroit  and  remained  faithful  in  his  Eng- 
lish loyalty  until  the  British  power  was  for- 
ever broken  in  the  United  States,  He  was 
a  sub-chief  of  the  Huron  Indians  as  early  as 
1776,  and  was  active  in  all  the  methods  of 
Indian  warfare  against  the  American  pio- 
neers. After  the  purchase  of  the  Moravian 
village  property,  which  is  more  speeifically 
I'eferred  to  in  the  history  of  Frederick  in 
this  work,  he  was  appointed  care-taker  by 
Askins  and  Ancram,  and  acting  for  them 
soiight  unsuccessfully  to  maintain  possession 
of  the  lands  against  the  claims  of  the  Connors. 


CHAPTER  n. 


THE    FRENCH   AND   ENGLISH    PKBIOD. 

In  order  to  understand  the  history  of  the 
early  settlements  of  Macomb,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  speak  in  a  general  way  of  the  history 
of  the  French  exploration  of  Michigan,  and 
of  the  general  French  policy  in  all  of  New 
France. 

Michigan  is  a  part  of  the  territory  that 
was  colonized  by  the  French  and  held  under 
the  government  of  New  Prance  and  Louisiana. 
Although  it  was  never  properly  a  part  of 
Louisiana,  it  appears  upon  some  of  the  an- 
cient maps  as  included  in  that  region.     Its 
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political  affairs,  however,  were  always  under 
the  supervision  of  the  aiithorities  in  what  was 
afterwards  known  as  Lower  Canada  until  the 
British  conquest  of  1760-63.  From  the  iirst 
visits  of  the  white  men  until  the  close  of  the 
French  supremacy,  its  history  is  a  part  of  the 
history  of  New  France,  and  most  of  its 
inhabitants  were  French  who  came  by  the 
way  of  Canada.  This  dependency  on  Canada 
was  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  the  delay  in 
any  settlement  in  Southern  Michigan  and  for 
the  slowness  of  which  the  country  developed. 
The  Colonial  policy  pursued  by  France  for  a 
long  period  did  not  encourage  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture — ^the  wilderness  being  more  valu- 
able in  the  eyes  of  the  authorities  of  Quebec 
since  the  fur  trade  was  the  chief  source  of 


Champlain,  who  in  the  early  seventeenth 
centurj-  was  high  in  authority  in  New  France, 
is  reported  on  doubtful  authority  to  have 
passed  through  Detroit  river  and  Lake  St. 
Clair  in  one  of  his  exploring  journeys,  and 
is  claimed  by  official  memoirs  to  have  discov- 
ered this  region  in  1612 — but  although  the 
water  connection  between  Lake  Huron  and 
the  lower  lakes  is  shown  on  some  of  his  maps, 
it  is  not  portrayed  with  such  accuracy  as.  to 
make  this  claim  unquestionable.  It  is  certain, 
however,  from  earlier  references  and  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  country  shown  by  the 
early  explorations  that  this  section  of  the 
country  had  been  visited  by  whites  long  be- 
fore the  iirst  exploration  of  which  we  have  an 
official  record  in  1679.  From  the  traditions 
handed  down  by  the  French  settlers  of  the 
county  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  a  vil- 
lage of  the  Huron  Indians  existed  at  or  near 
the  present  site  of  Detroit  very  early  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  that  the  surround- 
ing country  was  chiefly  occupied  by  that 
tribe;  that  this  village,  by  its  construction 
and  fortifications,  was  an  illustration  of  the 
superior  ability  and  civilizaton  of  the  Hurons 
over  the  other  Indians.  At  this  time  the  Hu- 
rons also  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of 
Upper  Canada  and  the  country  around  about 
Georgian  Bay,  and  it  is  probable  that  friend- 
ly relations  existed  between  them  and  the 
French  adventurers  and  rovers,  who,  without 
organization  or  concerted  action,  carried  on 
unlicensed  fur  trading  with  the  Indians  and 
were  commonly  known  as  coureurs  de  bois.  It 
was  probably  some  extra  adventurous  spirits 
of  this  class  who  were  the  first  whites  to  visit 
the  country  now  known  as  Macomb  county, 
find  in  order  to  understand  why  no  record  is 


to  be  found  of  their  visits,  and  why  those 
visits  led  to  no  settlement,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  somewhat  who  they  were  and  how 
they  were  regarded  by  the  "Powers  that  be." 
As  stated  before,  the  fur  trade  furnished 
the  chief  source  of  revenue  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  was  regarded  as  the  chief  source 
of  value,  and  the  authorities  kept  strict 
and  intimate  control  over  the  trade,  making 
it  a  monopoly,  and  exacting  large  sums  for 
the  privilege  of  carrying  it  on.  This  oppres- 
sion led  to  a  large  amount  of  unlicensed  trad- 
ing by  adventurous  spirits.  Some  of  these 
adventurers  came  from  the  lower  classes  of 
France  and  readily  dropped  into  the  habits 
and  ways  of  living  of  the  Indians  and  became 
practically  adherents  of  the  tribes.  Others, 
however,  partly  from  the  love  of  adventure 
and  partly  because  of  restlessness  under  the 
oppressions  in  France,  sought  the  freedom  of 
the  wilderness  largely  because  of  their  ability, 
courage  and  integrity.  Some,  too,  were  of- 
fenders against  the  outrageous  and  oppressive 
laws  of  France,  who,  while  nominally  crimi- 
nals, were  in  reality  worthy  men  and  no  unde- 
sirable colonists.  As  illustrations  of  this 
class,  were  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  contra- 
band salt  makers  (faux-saulniers),  who  were 
sent  to  the  galleys  for  interfering  for  salt 
monopolies,  and  consequently  were  not  al- 
lowed to  go  at  large  in  France,  but  who,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral in  1713,  came  to  New  Prance.  These 
coureurs  de  bois,  translated  by  the  English  in 
official  papers  as  "bush  rangers,"  and  "wood 
ninners, "  gradually  attained  great  power  in 
the  Indian  councils  by  reason  of  their  inti- 
macy with  the  tribes,  and  were  the  real  pio- 
neers of  French  enterprise  and  discovery,  al- 
though always  regarded  nominally  as  outlaws 
by  the  French  authorities.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  they  formed  temporary 
and  permanent  trading  posts  much  earlier  in 
date  than  any  of  the  recognized  establish- 
ments, and  they  became  frequent  guests  at 
the  Indian  wigwams  and  not  infrequently 
were  taken  in  as  members  of  the  family  by 
intermarriage  with  the  Indian  women.  They 
were  frequently  condemned  as  a  vicious  and 
bad  class  by  the  French  authorities,  but  this  is 
accountable  for  largely  by  the  opposition  which 
they  aroused  because  of  their  failure  to  com- 
ply with  governmental  regulations  relative  to 
fur  trading  and  also  because  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  who,  in  their 
unbounded  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  their 
order  and  the  conversion  of  the  Indiiins.  had 
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little  use  for  tlie  unrestrained  and  non- 
eoiiforiiiing  coureur  de  bois,  who  recognized 
no  law,  save  his  own  free  will. 

The  French,  in  their  early  dealings  with 
the  Indians  and  especially  the  Iroquois,  who 
obtained  a  strong  foothold  in  the  region  lying 
between  Lake  Huron  and  the  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario  made  the  same  mistake  that  the  Eng- 
lish did,  and  treated  the  Indians  with  a 
haughty  arrogance  that  aroused  their  early 
and  lasting  opposition.  When  the  Iroquois 
had  overpowered  the  Hurons  and  driven  them 
out  of  the  Georgian  Bay  region,  ail  remains 
there  were,  if  any,  of  the  early  French  ex- 
plorations and  settlements  disappeared.  An- 
other result  of  the  hostility  of  the  Iroquois 
to  the  French  appears  in  the  fact  that  for 
many  years  the  French  in  reaching  the  upper 
lakes  did  not  come  by  the  way  of  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Detroit  river,  since  this  led  through 
the  territory  of  the  hostile  Iroquois,  but  rather 
crossed  from  the  north  shores  of  Lake  On- 
tario through  the  Georgian  Bay  region  to  the 
Soo  and  Mackinaw,  and  as  a  result  southeast- 
em  Michigan  was  neglected  by  the  French 
authorities  until  about  1670,  In  the  mean- 
time the  French  had  realized  the  mistake  of 
their  early  treatment  of  the  Indians  and  had 
adopted  Oie  policy  of  fraternizing  with  them 
and  dealing  with  them  on  terms  of  equality, 
which  led  to  exceptionally  pleasant  and  mut- 
ual and  profitable  intercourse.  The  friendly 
feeling  thus  engendered  between  the  French 
and  the  Indians  served  the  French  in  good 
term  at  the  time  of  the  war  with  the  English 
and  the  ancient  ties  continued  even  until  the 
Indians  were  removed  entirely  fi-om  Michi- 
gan. 

It  is  probable  that  the  search  for  the  far 
famed  Northwest  Passage  to  the  East  Indies 
was  the  cause  of  the  first  exploration  of  De- 
troit river  and  Lake  St.  Clair,  of  which  we 
have  an  official  record.  It  was  then  supposed 
that  a  short  route  existed  from  the  lakes  to 
the  South  Sea,  and  it  was  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  this  that  Talon,  then  Intendant 
of  New  France,  sent  out  two  exploring  par- 
ties. One  of  these  parties  was  under  the 
charge  of  Robert  Cavelier,  sienr  de  La  Salle, 
who,  with  two  priests,  went  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  intending  to  go  from  there 
down  the  Ohio  river.  However,  there  they 
met  Louis  Joliet,  who  had  recently  come  down 
from  the  Upper  Lakes.  Influenced  by  his  ad- 
vice, they  chose  the  route  up  the  lakes  and 
passed  through  Detroit  river.  This  passage 
is  reported  by  Mr.  Parkman  as  the  first  of 
which  a  record  has  been  preserved.    At  this 


time,  they  found  near  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  a  rude  stone  idol  of  much  re- 
pute, worshiped  by  the  Indians  as  a  JIanitou. 

In  1673  Joliet  made  his  successful  explora- 
tions of  the  Wisconsin,  Fox,  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  having  gone  by  way  of  Mackinaw, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Father  Marquette., 
The  following  year  he  returned  to  Quebec, 
probably  by  way  of  Detroit  river,  where  he 
reported  to  the  Governor  as  having  found 
continuous  navigation,  except  at  Niagara, 
from  the  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  next  aecoimt  that  we  have  of  any  visit 
to  this  part  of  Michigan  was  in  1679,  when 
La  Salle  again  visited  this  locality.  During 
the  winter  of  1678-9  he  built  on  the  Niagara 
river,  a  few  miles  above  the  falls,  a  vessel 
with  sixty  tons  burden,  which  he  christened 
the  Griffln,  which  was  provided  with  Ave 
sntaU  cannon.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1679, 
the  Griffin,  being  the  first  sailing  vessel  on 
the  lakes,  started  on  her  voyage  to  the  north- 
west and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  De- 
troit river  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  that 
month.  A  canoe  in  charge  of  Tonty  was  from 
there  sent  on  to  meet  the  French,  whom  La 
Salle  had  the  fall  before  sent  fonvard  to  De- 
troit to  await  his  coming.  These  facts  would 
indicate  that  considerable  was  then  known  of 
the  country  and  that  suitable  quarters  could 
be  provided  in  which  this  advance  guard 
could  maintain  themselves  during  the  win- 
ter. The  next  few  days  were  occupied  with 
the  passage  up  the  Detroit  river,  the  beauties 
and  attractions  of  the  shores  of  which  strong- 
ly tempted  La  Salle  to  settle  on  the  strait. 
On  August  12,  the  parties  sailed  into  the  lake 
now  known  as  Lalie  St.  Clair,  and  that  being 
tlie  day  on  the  calendar  as  Ste.  Claire's  Day, 
the  lake  was  duly  christened.  The  impres- 
sion has  almost  universally  obtained  tliat  this 
lake  was  named  for  General  Arthur  St.  Clair, 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territory  from 
1787-1800.  Indeed  it  was  so  declared  by 
Judge  Woodward  as  long  ago  as  January, 
1806,  in  a  letter  to  Washington  discussing 
the  land  titles  in  Michigan  where  he 
points  out  that  St.  Clair  should  not  be  con- 
fused with  Sinclair  for  whom  the  river  was 
named.  Patrick  Sinclair  was  an  officer  in  the 
British  army  who  was  commandant  at  Fort 
Sinclair,  and  in  1765  purchased  nearly  four 
thousand  acres  adjoining  the  river  now  known 
as  St.  Clair.  Lake  St.  Clair  was  called  by 
the  Hurons,  who  dwelt  on  its  shores,  Otsiketa, 
which,  according  to  Judge  Campbell,  was  the 
Indian  word  for  salt,  the  name  probably 
arising  because  of  the  salt  springs  near  the 
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Clintoji  I'ivcr,  ivhktii  were- well  known  during 
tile  I'iirlier  days  of  the  eoimtry.  On  the 
first  Fi'eneh  maps  of  this  district,  this  lake 
has  hefn  variously  marked,  "lae  chandler" 
(kettle,  from  its  round  shape),  "Kandakio, 
Mnd  "Ijliinatehio."  As  La  Salle  was  wind 
iioitnd  for  several  days  and  unable  with  the 
( li'iRiii  to  Ktem  the  strong  current  of  St.  Clair 
ri\('r,  it  is  probable  that  the  Macomb  eoiuity 
sIhjits  of  the  lake  were  explored  by  bis  party. 
!l('uiic[iin.  the  historian  of  the  party,  however, 
hiis  fiiili'd  to  leave  any  record  of  the  diseover- 
it'K,  if  any,  that  were  made.  La  Salle  con- 
tinued liis  explorations  around  to  Lake  Michi- 
gan and  the  Mississippi  river,  hut  the  Griffin 
never  ri'tuiiied  thraugh  the  Detroit  river,  but 
wiis  lost  in  the  upper  lakes. 

In  IfiHi  De  la  Barre,  Governor  of  New 
France,  sent  an  army  to  Mackinaw  via  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Strait,  and  about  this  time  dis- 
putes began  to  arise  between  the  French  and 
the  English  Governors  of  New  York  relative 
to  the  boundary  between  their  respective  ter- 
ritories, and  in  1686  the  French  began  steps 
looking  to  the  fortification  of  the  Strait.  The 
first  station  or  fort  established  in  pursuing 
this  policy  was  located  at  or  near  Port  Gra- 
tiot, and  was  called  Fort  St.  Joseph.  Al- 
though it  is  quite  certain  that  temporary 
fortifications  were  established  at  Detroit,  prior 
to  that  time,  a  permanent  stand  was  not  es- 
tablished at  Detroit  until  1701,  when  Fort 
Pontcli  art  rain  was  founded  by  Cadillac,  and 
-July  14-,  1701,  is  commonly  considered  the  day 
of  the  founding  of  Detroit. 

For  a  long  time  after  Detroit  was  founded 
it  was  regarded  by  the  French  authorities  as 
of  importance  solely  as  a  militaiy  station,  and 
although  it  formed  a  rallying  point  for  all  the 
French  in  southeastern  Michigan,  and  the 
friendly  Indians  attached  to  them,  it  was  not 
until  nearly  a  half  a  century  later  that  it 
tiecame  anything  more  than  a  military  sta- 
tion. Cadillac's  first  care,  however,  was  to 
gather  about  him  and  near  his  fort,  the  friend- 
ly Indians,  and  his  success  in  that  policy 
aronsed  the  bitter  opposition  of  the  Jesuit 
Fathers,  located  at  Mackinaw,  who  found 
their  hold  upon  the  Indians  somewhat  weak- 
ened by  Cadillac's  success.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  secret  opposition  of  the  Jesuits  had  much 
to  do  with  the  disfavor  with  which  the  De- 
troit post  was  regarded  at  the  home  office, 
and  with  the  lack  of  success  which  met  Cadil- 
lac's efforts  to  provide  for  the  increase  in  the 
settlement  about  Detroit.  Cadillac's  succes- 
sor, De  la  Poret,  did  not  pursue  his  predeces- 
sor's  policy  of  encouraging   settlement,   but 


desired  thnt  the  post  should  be  converted  into 
a  strictly  niilitiiry  trading  post,  giving  the 
coniniaDdi'i-  an  cxcliis^ive  monopoly,  and  in  a 
memorial.  «  ritti'ii  in  1714,  insisted  that  the 
i-ettlers  could  not  safely  pursue  their  agricul- 
tural impTOvement  because  of  the  danger 
from  the  Indians  with  whom  there  had  already 
been  some  trouble.  From  the  memoirs  and 
reports  written  at  this  period,  it  is  certain  that 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  consisted  al- 
most entirely  of  the  work  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  reported  as  raising  abundant  crops  of 
corn,  peas,  hcaus  and  melons  and  some  wheat, 
the  Ilurons  being  the  most  industrious  and 
quiet  of  all  the  tribes.  Charlevoix,  who  vis- 
ited Detroit  in  1721,  spoke  of  there  being  con- 
siderable cultivated  land  of  great  wealth,  and 
fertility,  and  he,  too,  refers  to  the  Ilurons 
raising  large  quantities  of  provisions  for  sale, 
and  commented  upon  their  shrewdness  in 
trading. 

The  indifference  of  the  Prencli  authorities 
to  the  importance  of  Detroit,  the  general  co- 
lonial policy  adopted  by  the  authorities  of 
New  France  of  regarding  the  countr,y  as  im- 
portant chiefly  for  its  fur  trade  and  the  mili- 
tary posts  as  important  solely  as  aids  in  main- 
taining possession  rather  than  as  rallying 
points  for  settlement,  together  with  the  dan- 
gers which  Indian  warfare  brought  on,  un- 
doubtedly prevented  any  settlement  being 
made  about  Detroit  as  far  away  as  the  limits 
of  Macomb  county  until  after  the  nuddle  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  Influenced  largely, 
undoubtedly,  hy  the  elaborate  memoir  on  the 
French  colonists  prepared  by  Governor  De 
la  Galissonniere,  a  considerable  number  of 
settlers  were  sent  out  from  1750-51,  and  about 
the  same  time  the  fort  and  stockade  at  De- 
troit were  considerably  enlarged.  Advances 
were  made  to  these  settlers  by  the  government 
until  they  were  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, which  they  were  soon  able  to  do,  as 
Bigot,  the  intendant,  reported  in  1759  that 
these  new  settlers  had  been  taking  care  of 
themselves  since  1754,  from  which  time  they 
had  entailed  no  expense  on  the  crown. 

As  can  easily  be  imagined  among  these 
settlers  sent  out  by  the  government  were  some 
of  the  poorer  and  more  undesirable  classes  of 
people  of  whom  the  home  government  desired 
to  be  relieved  and  who  brought  no  great  stock 
of  ability,  industry  or  integrity  to  add  to  the 
new  community,  yet  among  them,  too,  were 
men  of  courage  and  enterprise  who,  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  conditions  at  home,  or 
po.ssessed  of  a  love  of  adventure,  sought 
greater  opportunities  in  the  new  and  unde- 
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veloped  country.  Tlie  introduction  of  these 
jww  colonists  was  but  thy  beginning  of  a  new 
poJicy,  and  each  year  or  so  saw  further  addi- 
tions made  to  the  settlement  about  Detroit, 
Mild  each  year  it  was  found  neeessary  to  take 
up  the  lands  more  remote  from  the  fort.  The 
river  forming  the  moat  handy  and  practically 
the  only  accessible  means  of  travel,  it  was  nec- 
essary that  the  lands  taken  up  sboxild  face  the 
water,  and  the  settlements  gradually  spread 
1111  the  Detroit  river  along  the  shore  of  Lajre 
St.  (^lair,  and  np  the  small  streams  emptying 
into  the  laid'.  It  is  practically  certain  that 
whoeMT  limy  have  been  the  first  white  visi- 
tui'rt  to  Jiac<mib  county,  its  first  penuauent 
settlers  were  among  the  French  who  had 
spread  out  from  the  settlements  about  De- 
troit. The  custom  grew  up  of  cUiiiuing  lands 
40  arpents  deep  with  a  frontage  on  the  lake 
or  river  fn»m  2  to  10  arpents  wide.  A  small 
plot  of  land  was  usually  cleared,  a  little  log 
tabin  built  and  just  sufficient  grain,  fruit  and 
vegetables  raised  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
family.  The  woods  abounded  in  game  and 
the  waters  in  fish,  so  that  but  little  was  needed 
from  the  outside  world  to  supply  the  abso- 
lute necessities  of  life.  The  market  for  any 
surplus  production  was  distant,  difficult  to 
reach  and  practically  eitt  off  by  the  expense 
and  dangers  attendant  upon  getting  there.  It 
was  inevitable  under  these  cireumstanees  that 
these  settlers  should,  in  two  or  three  genera- 
tions, have  lost  thrift  and  industry-.  There 
was  no  incentive  to  labor,  since  the  absence 
of  a  market  suppressed  all  ambition  to  aeeum- 
ulate  more  than  was  needed  for  their  own  sup- 
plire.  Both  the  necessity  for  keeping  friendly 
with  the  Indians  and  the  natural,  genial  dis- 
position of  the  French  emigrant,  led  to  close 
association,  fraternizing  and  not  infrenqiient- 
ly  to  intermarriage  with  the  Indians.  Frencli 
politeness,  genuine  hospitality  and  comrade- 
I'ie,  combined  with  policy  to  establish  such 
relations  with  the  Indians,  that  they  there- 
after forever  remained  their  friends.  And 
be  it  said  to  the  credit  of  these  early  French 
settlers  that  as  a  rule  by  their  kindness,  their 
honest  and  manly  treatment  of  the  Indians, 
and  faithfulness  to  their  word  once  given  to 
the  aboriginals,  they  were  able  even  at  times 
when  any  English  speaking  man  was  in  dan- 
ger of  his  life  to  remain  undisturbed  in  their 
homes,  and  even  to  receive  from  the  Indians, 
who  were  suffering  from  actual  or  believed 
wrongs  from  the  hands  of  the  whites,  presents 
and  assistance  in  the  way  of  food  and  pro- 
tection, which  undoubtedly  saved  many  of 
them  from  death. 


Tlieso  French  settlers  and  their  de.scen- 
dants,  together  with  some  few  English,  who 
had  been  captured  by  the  Indians  in  the 
American  colonies  when  children  and  adopted 
in  the  Indian  tribes,  constituted  practically 
all  the  white  inhabitants  of  Macomb  county 
until  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Naturally  these  French  and  Indian 
captives,  both  from  choice  and  compulsion, 
sympathized  with  the  French  in  the  French 
and  Indian  "War  in  1765,  and  the  British  oe- 
eu|)i!iit^  i>f  tile  fort  at  Detroit,  after  the  close 
of  tliMt  w;ir.  did  not  meet  with  any  hearty 
and  syiiipjitiietic  welcome  from  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  the  French  inhabitant  was  too 
peace  loving  and  indolent  to  have  long  enter- 
tained any  ideas  of  opposing  the  powers  to 
whom  France  had  turned  him  over,  and  the 
chief  opponents  that  the  British  had  to  con- 
tend against  were  the  Indians,  who,  under 
Pontiac  in  1763,  made  a  concerted  attack  on 
ail  the  British  posts  and  nearly  succeeded  in 
wiping  them  out.  The  attack  on  Detroit  un- 
der the  personal  direction  of  Pontiac,,  was 
made  May  6,  1763,  and  was  defeated  onl.v 
because  Major  Gladwin,  commandant  at  De- 
troit, had  been  warned  of  the  well-arranged 
plot  of  the  Indians.  This  warning  was  re- 
ceived through  William  Tucker,  who  waa  af- 
terwards the  first  English  speaking  settler 
of  Macomb  county.  Mr.  Tucker  had  been 
captured  by  the  Indians  when  a  mere  child 
in  Virginia,  and  with  his  brother  had  been 
brought  by  the  Indians  to  this  region,  and 
reared  among  his  captors.  At  the  time  of 
Pontiac's  conspiracy  he  was  attached  to  Ma- 
jor Gladwin  at  Detroit,  and  through  his  In- 
dian foster  sister  had  learned  of  the  designs 
of  the  wily  Indian  chief.  This  warning  en- 
abled the  garrison  to  provide  for  the  attack, 
and  to  drive  back  the  superior  Indian  forces. 
A  long  siege  of  Detroit  by  the  Indians  fol- 
lowed, which  nearly  exhausted  the  resources 
of  the  besieged  garrison.  "For  sixty  days 
and  nights,"  said  William  Tucker,  one  of  the 
soldiers,  "I  was  a  sentinel  on  the  ramparts, 
catching  a  few  hours 's  sleep  with  my  clothes 
on  and  gun  by  my  side."  After  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  was  known,  the  Indians  no  longer 
received  the  assistance  of  the  French  inhabi- 
tants, and  although  they  continued  their  war- 
fare, and  in  July  nearly  annihilated  the 
British  forces  at  the  battle  of  Bloody  Run. 
they  abandoned  the  fight  in  the  following 
year,  and  treaties  of  peace  were  made  with 
them,  which  resulted  in  the  forts  along  the 
Great  Lakes  being  again  garrisoned  with  the 
British  forces. 
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Although  from  this  time  imtil  the  close  of 
the  Revolution,  Michigan  formed  a  part  of 
the  British  territories,  little  effect  was  felt 
of  this  change  of  poUtieal  power  outside  of 
military  stations.  So  far  as  Macomb  county 
was  concerned,  the  country  progressed  much 
after  the  same  fashion  that  it  had  under  the 
French  regime,  additional  settlers  coming  in, 
locating  along  the  water  courses  and  taking 
up  such  portions  of  the  wilderness  as  suited 
their  fancy,  with  like  indifference  both  to 
the  claims  of  the  aboriginal  possessors  and  to 
the  claims  of  the  government.  These  settlers 
were  chiefly  Canadian-French,  or  descendants 
of  the  original  French  inhabitants.  The  only 
important  exception  to  this  were  settlements 
which  were  made  by  the  Moravians  at  Fred- 
erick, and  the  Connors,  who  came  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  This  will  be  noticed  more 
at  length  in  another  chapter. 

Although  by  the  treaty  of  1783  theoretically 
all  of  Michigan-  become  a  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can Territory,  yet  it  was  not  until  1796  that 
possession  of  the  post  was  surrendered  to  the 
American  forces  and,  practically  speaking, 
Macomb  county  territory  remained  in  British 
possession  until  that  date.  In  November, 
1794,  Jay's  treaty  was  executed  whereby  it 
was  agreed  that  these  military  posts  lying 
west  and  south  of  the  great  chain  of  lakes 
should  be  given  up  on  or  before  June  1,  1796, 
but  it  was  July  1  before  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  were  actually  carried  into  effect. 

The  territory  covered  by  the  present  Ma- 
comb county  was,  imtil  the  time  of  the  Ameri- 
cans taking  possession  in  1796,  populated  al- 
most entirely  by  the  French  settlers  referred 
to  in  this  chapter  with  some  few  English 
speaking  people  who  had  been  captured  and 
l)rought  in  by  the  Indians.  The  history  of  the 
French  settlers  wiU  be  treated  of  in  the  next 
chapter,  and  the  few  English  speaking  settlers 
will  be  treated  of  in  the  chapter  on  the  early 
history  of  Mount  Clemens,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Connor  family,  who  came  in  the 
eoxmty  in  connection  with  the  Moravian  set- 
tlement made  at  Frederick,  and  further  in- 
formation concerning  them  wiU  be  found  in 
the  chapter  on  the  Moravian  settlement.  Prom 
1796  until  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  was 
a  period  of  inactivity  and  uncertainty  in  the 
affairs  of  Macomb  county.  The  Indians  were 
uneasy,  treacherous  and  largely  influenced  by 
the  English  agitators,  and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  close  of  the  "War  of  1812  that  the 
county  can  be  considered  to  have  reached  a 
peaceful  and  permanent  basis  of  improve- 
ment.    It  was  not  until  that  time  that  meas- 


ures were  perfected  for  surveying  the  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
tinguished by  the  treaty  of  Detroit  in  1807, 
and  throwing  these  lands  open  for  purchase 
and  settlement.  The  military  possession  of 
the  territory  rested  solely  upon  the  few  posts 
located  along  the  water  front,  along  which 
were  also  scattered  the  few  settlers  who  had 
taken  up  and  improved  lands.  The  situation 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  was  vividly 
set  forth  in  a  memorial  prepared  at  a  meet- 
ing held  at  Detroit  December  10,  1811,  to  be 
for^varded  to  the  President,  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives.  The  burden  of  the  me- 
morial was  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
additional  garrisons  and  an  increase  in  the 
military  force  to  be  located  in  the  interior  of 
the  peninsula,  rather  than  on  the  eoui-se  of 
navigation.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  the  whole  territory  is  "a  double  fron- 
tier; the  British  are  on  one  side,  the  savages 
on  the  other.  Every  individual  house  is  a 
frontier.  No  one  farm  is  governed  by  an- 
other farm  in  the  rear  of  it."  "At  present 
the  little  commerce  which  remained  is  suf- 
ficiently safe.  It  is  agricultural  production 
which  is  wanted.  "Without  these  garrisons 
you  can  neither  run  the  lines  of  the  treaty 
which  has  been  last  referred  to,  nor  survey 
the  lands  acquired  under  it,  nor  sell  them 
when  surveyed,  nor  settle  them  when  sold." 

In  this  memorial  it  was  set  np  that  there 
were  nine  principal  settlements  in  the  terri- 
tory, the  seventh  of  which  was  described  as 
the  settlement  of  River  Huron  of  Lake  St. 
Clair,  located  forty  miles  from  River  Detroit 
settlement,  and  thirty-five  miles  from  River 
St.  Clair  settlement,  measurements  being  evi- 
dently made  along  the  waterway,  practically 
the  only  highway  of  communication.  The 
population  of  the  four  settlements  described 
as  River  Ecorce,  River  Rouge,  River  Detroit 
and  River  Huron  of  Lake  St.  Clair  was  given 
as  2,227,  of  whom  1,599  were  males  above  the 
age  of  sixteen.  The  total  population  of  the 
territory  is  given  as  4,762,  "of  whom  foixr- 
fifths  are  French  and  the  remainder  Ameri- 
cans, with  a  small  portion  British." 


CHAPTER  III. 


FBEKCII  SETTLEKS — ritlVATE  CL.VIJIS. 

Aside  from  the  dangers  arising  from  hos- 
tile Indians  and  the  natural  difficulties  inevit- 
able in  developing  a  new  country  far  removed 
from  the  centers  of  eommereial  and  business 
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activity,  the  most  sei'ioiis  detriment  to  the 
development  of  Maeomb  eoimty,  and,  in  fact, 
of  all  Michigan  in  the  early  days,  arose  from 
the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining 
fixed  and  positive  title  to  land.  Nothing  de- 
velops a  greater  feeling  of  security  and  is  a 
greater  incentive  to  industry  and  enterprise 
than  the  certainty  that  those  improvements 
which  one's  labor  produces  will  redound  to 
the  benefit  of  the  laborer  in  his  old  age,  or  to 
the  benefit  of  his  descendants.  The  remote- 
ness of  this  locality  from  the  seat  of  power, 
while  this  country  was  controlled  by  the 
French  and  later,  the  frequent  changes  in 
political  control  and  the  failure  of  the  authori- 
ties to  recognize  the  possibilities  of  the  coun- 
try, resulted  iu  introducing  a  great  element 
of  uncertainty  into  the  titles  of  those  who 
occupied  and  improved  the  real  estate,  and 
this,  no  doubt,  had  much  to  do  with  the  lack 
of  enterprise  which  was  noted  and  commented 
on  during  the  earlier  years  of  this  county's 
history. 

Until  the  question  of  land  titles  in  Michigan 
was  taken  up  and  provided  for  by  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  the  claim  of  individuals  to  the 
ownership  of  land  rested  upon  one  of  four 
bases : ' 

First.  Grants  issued  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernors or  Commandants  of  New  France,  as 
Canada  was  then  called,  while  that  province 
included  or  was  claimed  to  inchide  the  terri- 
tory now  occupied  by  l^Iichigan.  The  writer  is 
unable  to  find  that  any  lands  within  filaeomb 
eoxmty  were  claimed  to  be  covered  by  any  of 
these  supposed  grants. 

Second.  Claims  pretended  to  be  derived 
from  the  British  government  between  the 
time  when  Prance  was  compelled  to  give  up 
her  rights  to  this  territory  in  1763  and  1796, 
which  marked  the  surrender  of  the  British 
posts  to  the  American  government.  Most  of 
these  grants  were  held  illegal  and  the  writer 
is  not  able  to  find  that  anything  of  interest 
touching  Macomb  county  appears  in  connec- 
tion with  the  same. 

Third.  Indian  grants,  i.  e.,  deeds  from 
the  Indians  to  private  individual.  October 
7,  1763,  by  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, of  which  this  country  then  formed  a  part, 
was  authorized  to  dispose  of  lands  to  persoiK 
applying  therefor  upon  such  terms  as  were 
then  settled  in  other  colonies  and  upon  such 
conditions  as  the  King  might  direct,  which 
proclamation  also  provided  that  in  order  to 
prevent  irregular  purchases  from  the  Indians, 
"no  private  person  do  presume  to  make  any 


purchase  from  the  said  Indians  of  any  lands 
reserved  to  the  said  Indians  within  those  parts 
of  our  colonies  where  we  had  thought  proper 
to  allow  settlements." 

It  was  further  provided  that  all  purchases 
from  the  Indians  should  be  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  King  and  held  for  purpose  of  settle- 
ment, and  should  be  made  only  at  some  public 
meeting  of  the  Indians.  An  equally  specific 
and  emphatic  prohibition  of  private  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians  was  made  by  the 
American  government  immediately  upon  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  "War.  As  a  result 
of  this  policy  all  Indian  deeds  to  private  in- 
dividuals were  refused  recognition  as  being 
of  any  force  or  validity.  It  is  true  that  these 
governmental  provisions,  forbidding  private 
purchases  from  the  Indians  would  not  apply 
to  transactions  had  at  the  time  the  French 
were  in  control,  but  as  all  claimants  under 
Indian  deeds  as  old  as  the  time  of  the  French 
dominion  were  generally  able  to  substantiate 
their  claims  on  the  grounds  of  possession  and 
improvement,  this  course  was  usually  pur- 
sued, and  the  old  Indian  deeds  became  unim- 
portant. Yet  many  such  deeds  were  obtained 
and  would  be  of  great  interest. 

Fourth.  Claims  founded  uiron  actual  set- 
tlement and  improvement  either  with  or  with- 
oiit  other  pretended  title,  and  luider  this  class 
come  the  bulk  of  the  claims  of  settlers  in  Ma- 
cojnb  eoimty  made  prior  to  1810. 

In  1806  jxidge  Woodward  reported  to  the 
Federal  Government,  quite  in  detail  regarding 
land  titles  in  Michigan,  which  report  was 
further  supplemented  later  in  the  same  year 
by  additional  details.  These  reports  and  the 
agitation  regarding  the  matter  finally  resulted 
in  an  act  adopted  March,  1807,  which  gave 
to  ever^'  one  in  actual  occupation  in  his  own 
right,  at  the  date  of  the  act,  title  to  any  tract 
not  exceeding  640  acres,  to  which  the  Indian 
title  had  been  extingiushed,  and  which  had 
been  continuously  possessed  and  improved  by 
said  parties  or  their  grantors  since  before 
July  1st,  1796,  which  date  was  agreed  upon 
probably  because  it  was  approximately  the 
time  when  the  American  authorities  secured 
aettial  possession  of  this  territory.  The  act 
further  provided  for  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners to  take  proofs  and  adjudicate  as 
to  the  facts  from  this  evidence  and  to  pass 
upon  the  validity  of  the  claims,  after  which 
surveys  were  to  be  made  and  patents  issued 
according  to  these  surveys.  These  Com- 
missioners first  met  in  Detroit  June  29,  1807, 
and  the  minutes  of  their  meetings  and  the 
claims  presented  to  them,  together  with  the 
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tfHtiiiioiiy  ottered  in  support  of  the  olaims, 
att'ords  the  richest  field  for  detailed  informa- 
tion coneemiiig  the  situution  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty's earliest  settlers.  There  are  some  general 
rt'porta  concerning  the  matter  which  afford 
imich  interesting  information,  although  their 
accuracy  may  be  seriously  questioned.  July 
2!3,  1803,  the  Indian  agent,  Jouett,  at  Detroit, 
I'oported  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  results 
of  his  vifiitii  .ind  investigations  into  the  situ- 
ation of  thf  settlements  m  the  vicinity  of  De- 
troit. If  his  judgment  of  the  progressiveness 
of  the  settlers  is  no  better  than  his  informa 
tion  eouceriiing  the  navigability  of  our  chief 
I'iver,  the  report  is  not  of  any  great  historical 
value,  but  si.Uiti(His  therefrom  arc  here  pie 
sctitcd  for  \\liat  they  may  be  worth  as  among 
1fie  few  descriptions  of  our  earliest  stttleinente 
tliat  can  be  obtained.  In  reading  this  it 
must  be  remembered  that  it  was  wiitten  at  a 
time  (1803)  when  strong  and  bitter  piejudices 
existed  both  against  England  and  France 
and  that  it  was  inevitable  that  the  personal 
feeling  and  prejudices  of  the  writer  would 
have  their  effect  upon  his  views  of  the  settlere 
and  the  country.  Whenever  the  word  Ca- 
nadians is  used,  it  is  to  be  understood  that 
<leacendants  of  French  were  referred  to. 

The  Indian  agent  referred  to  his  report  as 
"little  more  than  an  outline  exhibiting  the 
prominent  features,"  and  as  an  endeavor  to 
"state  concisely  all  those  facts  concerning 
\vhich  I  imagine  the  government  would  wish 
to  be  informed."  "The  geographical  remarks 
are  all  made  from  actual  observation.  I  have 
avoided  neither  trouble  nor  fatigue  and  have 
thus  long  delayed  to  advise  you  with  respect 
to  my  progress,  only  that  I  might  by  minute 
investigation  be  enabled  to  give  you  a  more 
satisfactory    account. " 

Beginning  with  the  settlement  upon  Otter 
Creek,  which  empties  into  Lake  Erie,  each  one 
of  the  settlements  was  taken  up  and  its  salient 
or  peculiar  features  are  concisely  presented. 
Although  outside  of  our  county,  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  know  that  he  speaks  of  the  pov- 
erty of  the  soil  of  Hog  Island  (now  Detroit's 
beautiful  Belle  Isle  Park) ,  as  rendering  it  of 
but  little  value  to  private  persons,  regarding 
the  same,  however,  as  a  spot  of  national  im- 
portance for  a  garrison  site,  because  of  it« 
command  of  the  river.  The  distance  from 
Detroit  to  Grosse  Pointe  was  at  that  time 
occupied  by  sixty  farms,  whose  lands  were 
low  and  very  unhealthy,  owing  to  a  wide 
marsh.  It  indicates  alike  the  ancientneas  of 
these  settlements  and  also  the  lack  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  richness  of  our  soil  that  he  re- 


ports: "the  soil  is  impoverished  and  produces 
but  little.  The  buildings  which  were  once 
comparatively  of  the  better  kind,  are  now  in 
a  state  of  rapid  decline." 

Coming  now  to  Macomb  county  lands,  he 
speaks  of  Milk  river  as  "so  inconsiderable  a 
rivulet,  and  rendered,  from  its  particular 
situation,  so  very  unimportant,  I  shall  not 
waste  my  time  nor  tire  your  patience  with  its 
description.  From  its  mouth  to  the  River 
Huron  is  12  miles;  less  calculated  for  a  set- 
tlement than  any  other  I  have  seen  in  this 
countrv  It  is  flat  tow  and  marshy  These 
disadvantages  combm  d  with  its  unhealthy 
effing la  form  obstacles  which  neither  the  m 
dnstrv  noi  the  peise^eiance  of  the  agricul 
tuiist  will  be  able  to  surmount  There  aie 
neieithdess  thirty  settlers  on  thi&  tract  not 
withstanding  its  apparent  destitution  of  the 
advantages  jf  sod  situation  and  market 
These  people  came  into  possession  m  thu  j  ear 
17'57  without  authority  even  from  the  In 
dians  rheir  divisional  lines  are  marked  by 
themsehes  and  thev  aic  ignorant  of  the 
nunibei  of  acies  contained  in  the  respective 
fauns  Ihis  settlemtnt  however,  possesses 
that  iiiegulaiitv  which  is  so  remarkable  in 
this  countrv  Tin  farmers  aie  as  poor  as 
the\  ttu  unloitunatu  m  the  choice  of  their 
situati<m.    AH  of  them  are  Canadians. 

"The  river  Huron  is  discharged  into  Lake 
Sinclair,  twenty- seven  miles  above  Detroit 
and  eighteen  above  the  Strait.  •  *  ■ 
The  river  is  a  gentle,  narrow  stream  navigable 
for  boats  thirty  miles  above  its  mouth.  The 
settlements  extend  up  the  river  nine  miles,  and 
contain  thirty-four  families  in  the  present  oc- 
cupancy laid  off  as  those  on  the  River  Raisin. 
witli  this  difference,  that  they  have  by  survey 
no  fixed  or  determinate  rear  boundaries ;  each 
tract  extending  back  from  the  river  or  front 
boundary  to  a  bog  at  a  distance  of  forty  or 
fift.v  acres.  This  land  is  level  and  the  soil  is 
dark  and  rich,  laboring  under  no  inconven- 
ience from  too  great  a  quantity  of  water.  It  is 
tolerably  well  timbered.  Hickory,  oak  and  elm 
are  most  observable.  Some  of  the  people  are 
agreeably  situated;  but  in  general,  they  are 
poor  in  the  extreme,  owing  to  that  indolence 
and  want  of  skill  in  agriculture  which  so  con- 
spicuously marks  the  Canadian  character  of 
this  country.  All  the  settlers  are  of  this  de- 
scription except  four,  who  are  Englishmen  of 
industry  and  enterprise."  The  four  referred 
to  were  probably  William  Tucker,  Christian 
Clemens  and  two  members  of  the  Conner 
family,  most  likely  James  and  Henry. 
"Twenty  of  these  farms  were  purchased  of 
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the  huliiiiiN  Htid  settled  iu  tho  year  1788,  tun 
ill  the  year  1793,  1795  and  1796,  and  four  in 
the.  year  1800  without  aiitliority  of  any  kind." 
"From  the  River  lluroa  to  Sinclair  i-iver 
tliii  distance  following  the  circuitous  margin  of 
the  lake  is  fifteen  miles,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
teriuediatw  space  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
sonic  observations.  ITie  first  and  most  impor- 
tant subject  is  a  salt  s]irin<r  on  n  small  stream 
four  miles  east  of  the  Hivet-  Huron  and  three 
miles  up  the  snid  stream  fniiii  the  lake."  The 
small  stream  alwvc  fcfi'ircd  In  is  now  known 
as  Salt  river.  "Fimui  cxjiri'idiciits  which  have 
been  made,  I  am  jusliiieil  in  siiying  that  this 
spring  deserves  jiublie  alteiitioii.  It  was 
bought  some  time  ago  by  a  couple  of  men,  who 
owing  to  their  want  of  capital,  were  incapable 
of  conducting  the  business  on  an  advantageous 
plan,  liy  these  men  I  have  been  assured  that 
a  quart  of  water  did  with  them  turn  one  gill 
of  salt  and  in  all  their  trials  with  greater 
qiiantities  it  never  failed  to  produce  in  the 
like  proportion.  There  is  a  sufSeient  quantity 
of  water  for  the  supply  of  works  to  any  extent. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  this 
spring  is  claimed  by  a  mercantile  house  under 
the  firm  name  of  Meldrum  &  Parks :  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  claim  I  consider  as  un- 
worthy of  investigation,  well  knowing  it  must 
have  been  recently  obtained  from  the  Indians. 
The  lands  about  the  spring  are  rich  and  fa- 
vorable for  tillage;  particularly  for  wheat. 
Those  extending  to  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Sinclair  are  rather  too  low  and  marshy.  Two 
Canadian  families  have,  however,  settled  on 
them,  who  took  possession  of  the  spots  they 
respectively  occupied  in  the  year  1801." 

He  further  speaks  of  twelve  farms  situated 
on  tile  Kiver  Sinclair  six  miles  up,  held  by 
Canadiiius  with  the  title  derived  from  simple 
possession  ^iiiee  the  years  1785-1790.  From 
this  settlentciiT  f'of  twelve  miles  up  the  river 
there  was  no  sign  of  a  house,  when  there  sud- 
denly eanie  iu  sight,  a  number  of  fertile  and 
well  improved  farms  ' '  edging  the  river  for  the 
extent  of  ten  miles  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  farms  now  under  cultivation."  A  large 
proportion  of  this  land  he  reports  as  having 
been  purchased  of  the  Indians  "by  Patrick 
Sinclair,  British  commandant  at  Fort  Sinclair 
in  the  year  1765,  who  held  it  until  the  year 
1782 ;  during  that  time  deriving  from  it  con- 
siderable profit  as  a  pinery. 

In  the  year  1782,  he  left  this  country  and 
gave  it  by  deed  of  gift  to  a  Canadian  by  the 
name  of  Votieur,  w^ho  sold  it  in  the  year  1784 
by  the  autionecr  at  public  sale,  at  which  time 
■Mehlrmii  &  Park,  a  mercantile  house  in  this 


eoiuitry,  became  the  purchasers,  who  have 
since  that  period  claimed  it  as  their  property 
and  erected  upon  it  valuable  improvements; 
there  are,  however,  five  farmers  upon  it,  be- 
sides the  tenant  of  Meldrum  &  Park,  who  for- 
cibly settled  the  farms  they  severally  occupied 
in  the  year  1800;  the  other  nineteen  farmers 
claimed  under  Indian  deeds  in  the  year  1782. ' ' 

"The  River  Sinclair  is  in  length  forty-five 
miles,  and  in  beauty  of  navigation  preferable 
to  Detroit,  though  not  quite  as  wide.  Such  is 
its  transparency  that  the  eye  can  distinguisli 
at  its  bottom  in  fifteen  feet  of  water  the  most 
minute  object;  in  it  are  no  shoals,  and  in 
depth  generally  five  or  six  fathoms," 

It  would  be  well  to  compare  with  this,  the 
i-eports  made  by  Judge  A.  B,  "Woodward,  who 
played  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  early  history 
of  Detroit.  Judge  Woodward,  although  er- 
ratic, arbitrary  and  somewhat  visionary,  was  a 
man  of  marked  ability,  strong  personality, 
broad  minded  and  evidently  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  possibilities  of  development  in 
tliis  country.  The  opportunities  and  necessi- 
ties of  this  section  were  repeatedly  urged  by 
Jiidge  Woodward  and  Governor  IIuU  in  var- 
ious eommuni cations  to  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent and  other  federal  offtcials  and  the  follow- 
ing description,  written  by  Judge  Woodward 
in  1806  of  the  class  of  people  who  formed  the 
major  part  of  the  population,,  will, be  found 
especially  interesting.  "The  French  colonists 
never  possessed  the  same  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture wiiieh  the  American  colonists  possessetl. 
The  front  of  their  farms  is  the  dwelling  house 
and  garden.  In  the  rear  of  this  is  generally 
a  beautiful  and  very  valuable  orchard.  In  the 
rear  of  the  orchard  a  few  have  a  wheatfleld  or 
a  cornfield.  The  cultivation  of  the  whole 
depth  of  the  farm  is  seldom  instanced.  In  this 
way,  both  sides  of  the  strait  are  settled,  the 
houses  in  one  line  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
about  twenty-five  rods  apart  resembling  one 
continuous  village  without  any  settlements 
ofl:  from  the  river.  Their  farming  is  alto- 
gether on  the  small  scale,  and  hence  there  is 
little  or  no  disposition  to  engross  lands.  These 
circumstances  explain,  and  perhaps  in  some 
measure  produce  the  character  of  the  people. 
Possessed  of  comfort,  content  and  habitual 
gaiety;  honest  beyond  comparison,  generous, 
hospitable  and  polished;  they  seek  in  the 
duties  of  piety,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  socia- 
bility, an  oblivion  of  all  the  cares  of  ambition 
and  avarice  as  well  as  of  science. ' ' 

October,  10,  1805,  Judge  Woodward  and 
Governor  Hull  united  in  a  report  to  President 
Jefferson  concerning  the  land  titles  in  Michi- 
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gan.  Tliis  was  shortly  after  the  forinatioii  of 
the  territorial  government  and  the  arrival  at 
Detroit  of  the  Governor  and  territorial  judges, 
in  whom,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congress, 
were  vested  all  the  powers  of  legislation  for 
the  territory.  The  presiding  jndge,  A.  B. 
Woodward  arrived  at  Detroit  June  20,  1805, 
and  the  Governor  on  the  first  of  July.  They 
found  Detroit  in  ruins,  the  entire  village  hav- 
ing been  burned  on  the  morning  of  June  11, 
and  its  inhabitants  compelled  to  find  refuge 
among  the  neighboring  settlements  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  or  to  camp  on  the  open  com- 
mons known  as  the  public  grounds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village.  This  lire,  which  at  the 
time  seemed  so  disastrous  and  the  cause  of 
much  suffering,  opened  the  way  for  the  laying 
out  of  Detroit  in  its  present  commodious  and 
beautiful  fashion.  The  uncertainty  of  land  ten- 
ure and  the  advisability  of  extreme  liberality 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Government  were 
strongly  and  repeatedly  urged  and  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  opportimities  for  obtaining 
land  titles  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  on  as 
liberal  and  easy  terms  as  they  could  be  ob- 
tained on  the  British  side  of  the  line  was  urged 
at  considerable  length.  Referring  to  the  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians,  this  report  says :"  In- 
dividuals have  proceeded  to  extinguish  the 
native  right,  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  all 
the  governments;  and,  in  some  instances  ex- 
tensive settlements  have  been  made  on  titles 
thus  acquired.  "What  arrangements  the 
United  States  will  make  on  this  head,  it  be- 
longs not  to  us  to  anticipate;  we  shall  only 
recommend  a  liberal  and  merciful  disposition 
to  the  people  of  this  country  of  whom  it  may 
be  safely  asserted  they  are  less  to  be  charged 
with  depravity  of  character  than  their  govern- 
ments have  been  with  cruel  neglect  and  in- 
difference. «  *  *  "When  the  American 
comes  into  contact  with  the  aboriginal,  if  he  is 
not  considered  as  an  enemy,  he  is  at  least  re- 
garded as  a  character  with  whom  they  are  to 
struggle,  and,  if  in  no  other  way,  certainly  in 
a  pecuniary  view.  But  the  Canadian  allied  by 
blood,  by  long  established  intercourse,  by 
countless  reciprocity  of  services,  their  native 
claims  having  long  been  extinguished,  and 
their  honor  and  good  faith  having  been  repeat- 
edly pledged  for  his  protection,  is  uniformly 
regarded  as  their  brother,  and  with  him  they 
are  disposed  to  make  a  common  cause.  Hence 
justice  and  liberal  justice,  to  the  Canadian  in- 
habitants is  an  important  point  of  policy  in 
the  conduct  of  the  American  Government  to- 
wards the  aborijrinal  inhabitants." 


January  4,  1806,  Judge  Woodward  iiiiide  a 
further  and  more  detailed  report  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  measures 
of  lands  and  to  the  number  of  improved  farms 
in  the  territory,  in  the  course  of  which  report, 
he  points  out  the  difference  between  the 
French  acre,  which  was  the  same  as  the  Paris 
arpent,  and  the  American  acre,  differences 
which  nmst  be  understood  to  accurately  under- 
stand much  of  the  old  descriptions.  To  this 
day  the  French  descendants  of  these  early 
lake  shore  settlera  measure  distancis  fre- 
quently by  the  acre,  i.  e.,  the  length  of  one  side 
of  the  sqxiare  French  acre. 

"The  American  acre  is  nearly  13  poles 
square,  that  is  to  say,  exactly  260  square  poles. 
The  pole  contains  16  feet  6  inches. 

"The  French  acre  of  Michigan  is  a  square, 
the  side  of  which  is  180  Paris  feet  equal  to  192 
London  feet  and  nearly  3  inches.  The  differ- 
ence of  a  side  of  a  square  containinfr  one 
French  acre  and  the  side  of  a  square  contain- 
ing one  American  acre  is  16  feet  5  inches  and 
about  64-100  parts  of  an  inch,  nearly  one 
pole. ' ' 

Referring  to  the  settlements  north  of  De- 
troit, it  was  said,  "along  and  north  of  Lake 
St.  Clair  in  a  country  of  which  the  Indian 
title  is  not  yet  clearly  extinguished  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  there  are  123 
farms,"  claimed  either  under  Indian  deeds 
or  by  right  of  occupation.  In  a  supplemen- 
tal report  made  on  the  17th  of  the  same 
month,  Judge  Woodward  referred  to  the 
various  settlements  in  the  territory  and 
gave  the  dates  of  settlements  and  the 
number  of  farms  contained  in  each  of 
them.  ¥vom  this,  it  appears  that  in 
the  present  limits  of  Macomb  county  there  had 
been  made  a  number  of  settlements.  "In  1783 
twenty  settlements  were  made  on  Lake  St. 
Clair;"  in  which  settlement  there  was  at  that 
time  twenty  farms.  '-'In  1788  twenty  settle- 
ments were  made  on  la  Riviere  aux  Hurons." 
"In  1793  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  settlements  on  the  Huron  river:"  ten  new 
farms  apparently  being  added.  "In  1797  a 
large  number  of  families  {elsewhere  given  as 
thirty)  altogether  Canadians  settled  on  what 
is  called  Milk  river  and  in  the  country  north 
of  it."  "In  1800  four  settlers  were  added  to 
those  on  the  Huron  river. ' ' 

"During  all  this  period  great  anxiety  exist- 
ed among  the  people  to  obtain  regular  titles. 
Attached  to  the  American  jurisdiction,  their 
determination  seemed  to  be  to  throw  them- 
selves upon  the  mercy  of  the  American  Gov- 
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ernjiieiit  when  it  became  ineliued  to  attend  to 
their  situation.  In  1802  directions  were  given 
to  the  Indian  agent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  investigate  and  report  the 
titles  of  this  country.  The  inhabitants  receiv- 
ed him  with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  can- 
dor, concealing  or  misrepresenting  none  of  the 
facts  attending  their  respective  settlements 
and  manifested  their  joy  at  the  government's 
turning  their  attention  to  the  titles  of  that 
coiintrj-. ' ' 

As  was  pointed  out  in  this  report  all  of  these 
settlements  with  possibly  the  exception  of 
some  on  Lake  St,  Clair  were  beyond  the  terri- 
torj'  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  es- 
tingnished  and  the  necessity  for  prompt  steps 
to  obtain  the  Indian  title  to  a  greater  extent 
of  land  was  strongly  urged.  At  this  time  the 
only  land  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  the  Indian 
title  to  which  had  been  released  consisted  of  a 
strip  of  land  six  miles  wide  rnnning  from  the 
River  Haisin  northerly  to  Lake  St.  Clair.  This 
had  been  obtained  under  the  French  regime, 
and  had  been  confirmed  by  the  treaties  with 
the  Indians  at  Ft.  Mcintosh,  Ft.  Halmar  and 
GreeniTlle. 

As  before  stated  the  title  to  the  lands  which 
the  settlers  had  occupied  and  iinproved  was 
passed  upon  by  a  board  of  commissioners  who 
met  at  Detroit  at  various  tinies  Tip  to  February, 
ISll,  and  took  testimony  of  possession  and  im- 
provement, and  awarded  tracts  of  various 
sizes  not  exceeding  640  acres  to  those  who  fnr- 
nished  satisfactory  proof  of  continuous  occu- 
pation from  July  1,  1796,  on.  These  private 
claims  thus  established  constitute  the  earliest 
legal  titles  of  the  county  and  in  the  aggregate 
occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  present  town- 
ship of  Harrison  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
lake  front  in  Erin  and  Chesterfield  and  of 
both  banks  of  the  Clinton  River  in  Clinton 
township  up  to  and  including  the  site  of  Fred- 
erick. From  the  proofs  thus  taken  consider- 
able can  be  learned  of  the  residents  of  those 
days  and  of  the  situation  of  their  farms.  These 
genial,  company-loving  French  would  have 
died  of  ennui  had  they  settled  as  the  eastern 
Yankee  backwoodsman  was  accustomed  to  do 
— in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  miles  from  neigh- 
bors wliom  he  might  not  see  for  months  at  a 
time — he  wanted  friendly  and  frequent  in- 
tercourse with  his  kincL  So  close  to  each  other 
as  to  be  almost  within  shouting  distance,  were 
built  the  little  log  cabins  on  farms  fronting  a 
few  rods  on  the  water  and  stretching  back  into 
unbroken  wilderness,  sometimes  almost  a  mile. 
Nor  was  this  as  inconvenient  as  might  seem. 
Fisliing  and  trapping  were  more  favorite  em- 


ployments than  agriculture,  and  the  rear  for- 
ests were  resorted  to  only  for  game  and  fire- 
wood. 

From  all  that  can  be  found,  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  give  some  idea  of  who  lived  along 
the  lake  and  river  and  the  improvements  they 
had  wrought  in  the  forests  in  the  time  be- 
tween the  taking  of  the  county  as  a  part  of  the 
American  possessions  and  the  War  of  1812. 
Beginning  at  the  south  No.  222  is  the  first  pri- 
vate claim  whose  lake  front,  where  the  build- 
ings and  improvements  were  naturally  made, 
lies  within  our  county.  The  south  part  of  this 
claim  was,  in  1796,  in  the  possession  of  Fran- 
cois Ble  (progenitor  no  doubt  of  some  of  the 
Blays  of  today),  who  sold  to  William  Forsyth, 
who  occupied  the  same  until  1806,  when  he 
sold  to  Antoine  Renaud  for  $100.00.  The  lat- 
ter also  bought  in  1808  the  north  part  of  the 
claim  for  $112,50  from  Jacques  Allard,  thus 
obtaining  the  whole  120  acres  now  known  as 
Private  Claim  222,  and  the  uncertain  improve- 
ments thereon  for  $212.50  and  his  expenses  in 
proving  up  his  claim. 

Next  north  lay  the  eighty  acres  allowed  to 
Joseph  Campeau,  the  prominent  and  (for 
those  days)  wealthy  Detroit  merchant,  as 
claim  No.  544.  This  appears  to  have  been  long 
in  the  possession  of  Pierre  Duschene  and  on  it 
in  1808  a  house  had  been  built  and  about  twen- 
ty acres  had  been  cultivated.  Next  to  tlie 
north  was  the  largest  and  more  prosperous  of 
the  early  farms— the  Gazet  Tremble  farm  at 
Milk  River  Point.  The  claim  was  allowed  to 
Tremble  as  grantee  in  deeds  from  one  Maison 
and  Antoine  Larabelle,  who  had  occupied  and 
improved  their  respective  shares  since  a  date 
long  before  1796.  At  the  time  of  the  taking 
of  the  proofs  in  March,  1809,  the  entire  600 
acres  were  inclosed  "and  more  than  two  huii- 
dred  arpents  are  under  cultivation ;  a  dwelling 
liouse  and  two  barns"  being  among  the  iui- 
provements  sworn  to  by  Michel  Duschene. 
In  the  deeds  and  descriptions  of  this  claim  and 
others  in  that  vicinity,  the  point  and  the  river 
now  and  then  known  as  Milli  river  were  also  re- 
ferred to  as  "Pointe  d'Guignolet"  and  "Ri- 
viere a  Guignolet,"  names  that  evidently  are 
significant  of  the  choke-cherry  and  black  cherry 
brandy,  which  the  genial  and  liquor-loving 
r>ench  bon-vivants  of  those  days  associated 
with  that  home  of  plenty  and  mirth.  The  farm 
remained  in  the  family  of  Gazet  Tremble  at 
least  until  after  the  death  of  his  son  Joseph. 
and  was  in  its  day  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
productive  of  the  old  French  farms  of  the  lake 
shore.  Gazet  was  the  brother  of  Michael 
Tremble    (the    father    of   Leander,     Henry, 
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Diuiiel  and  Louis  Treiiililey  and  of  Mrs.  Leoii 
Peltier),  and  also  of  the  wife  of  Harry  Con- 
ner of  Conner  creek  fame,  son  of  Richard 
Conner  of  the  Moravian  Village,  of  whom 
much  is  told  elsewhere,  Qaaet  Tremble  was 
an  active  and  influential  man  of  medium 
height,  and  his  straight  athletic  frame  adorned 
with  a  bright  gay-colored  sash,  was  a  familiar 
figure  still  remembered  by  some  of  the  oldest 
I'esidents, .  He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  i.ge  of  102. 

Next  up  the  shore  lay  Private  Chiim  599 
allowed  to  the  heirs  of  James  Abbott,  being 
described  as  sixteen  acres  front  by  forty  deep, 
"near  L'Anse  Creuse"  and  bounded  "sonth- 
soiithwest  by  Monsieur  Duchesne."  In  1808 
it  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Eobi- 
taille,  who  as  tenant  for  the  claimant  had  oc- 
cupied the  same  upwards  of  eight  years,  there 
had  been  "about  three  arpents"  cleared  and 
inclosed  and  a  house  built.  James  Abbott  was 
an  Irishman  reputed  to  have  been  the  first 
Knglish  speaking  merchant  of  Detroit.  He 
and  his  son  Robert  were  prominent  fur-traders 
and  well  known  throughout  the  county.  The 
Abbotts  also  secured  the  next  claim  of  640 
acres,  having  occupied  the  same  by  their  ten- 
ants Laurent  Grifford,  Antoine  LarabeUe  and 
Oazet  Tremble.  These  two  claims  as  surveyed 
occupied  the  lake  front  from  Milk  river  up 
over  a  mile  and  a  half  and  covered  the  lands 
years  after  owned  by  the  Frazard,  Whitmore, 
Ijabadie,  Trombley,  Detour  and  Maison  fami- 
lies. 

These  two  claims  and  all  the  lake  front  from 
,Milk  river  north  to  near  where  the  Lake  Shore 
Catholic  Chxirch  stands,  were  formerly  spoken 
of  as  The  Prairie,  from  the  fact  that  for  a 
space  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  back  from 
the  lake  shore  the  low  half-marshy  land  was 
bare  of  trees,  and  raised  a  luxuriant  growth 
of  coarse,  heavy  grass,  which,  in  years  when 
the  water  was  not  too  high  to  forbid,  was  cut 
and  used  for  winter  fodder.  This  low  marshy 
prairie  or  meadow  was  probably  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  very  unfavorable  impression 
that  the  Indian  Commissioner  Jouett  ex- 
pressed of  this  locality.  The  Englishman  who 
translated  the  French  idiom  used  in  describ- 
ing the  claims  as  filed,  transformed  La  Prairie 
into  Long  Meadow,  and  so  Private  Claim  No. 
625  is  foimd  bounded  on  the  southwest  by 
Long  Meadow.  This  claim  was  patented  to 
Pierre  Duchene,  who  had  occupied  it  from  be- 
fore 1796  until  1808  at  least.  Gazet  Tremble 
testified  to  four  arpents  being  enclosed  and 
cultivated  and  a  house  erected  which,  bow- 
ever,  had  been  burned  at  the  time  of 
the     hearinsr.     This  claim     is  spoken     of  as 


bounded  on  the  north  hy  Jtuid  occupied  by 
Jacques  Allard,  but  this  property  being  the 
farm  where  stands  the  store  for  many  years 
owned  by  Henry  Vernier,  was  not  claimed  by 
Allard  or  anyone  else,  but  ivas  afterward 
bought  from  the  government. 

From  here  up  to  where  Noah  .Meloi'lx'  now 
lives  {the  Couehez  Road)  no  claim  was  put 
in,  although  it  is  probable  that  portions  were 
occupied,  butthe  occxipation  had  not  continued 
long  enough  to  enable  the  occupants  to  estab- 
lish claims. 

The  present  Noah  Meloche  and  neighboring 
Socier  farms  are  parts  of  Private  Claun  630 
allowed  in  1809  to  Jean  Batiste  Socier,  and 
here,  as  in  many  of  these  old  lake  shore  farms, 
the  land  has  remained  in  the  family  for  up- 
wards of  a  century,  being  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  On  each  division  for 
years,  it  was  custowiar>'  to  so  subdivide  that 
each  heir  had  a  water  front,  thus  forming  still 
narrower  strips.  The  rights  of  Batiste  Socier 
were  established  by  the  testimony  of  his  neigh- 
bors, Francois  A,  Tremble  and  Simon  Tax. 

A  tract  about  four  arpents  wide,  now  the 
Allard  farm  lying  just  noi-th  of  the  May  Road 
was  first  occupied  by  Francois  A.  Tremble 
until  he  purchased  from  Cliche]  Duchene  the 
second  tract  up  the  shm' ■,  thiiiu  niiiiil)er  199, 
when  he  gave  it  over  In  \  liil.i-  I '.ilciiiinde, 
Jr.,  to  whom  it  was  iwi .ni  il  ...  l-'i^  iis  Pri- 
vate Claim  250,  after  h.-  lia.l  [Huaiavd  a  deed 
(in  French)  from  Francois  A.  Tremble  re- 
leasing to  the  claimant  his  rights  in  the  tract. 

Between  the  two  claims  of  Tremble  was 
claim  of  170  allowed  to  Jean  Baptiste  Vernier 
dit  Ladouceur,  and  which  has  remained  in  his 
family  to  this  day,  being  now  the  farms  of 
Leander  Vernier  and  Mary  Thibault.  Ver- 
nier {Ladoueeur  was  a  nickname  that  was 
imed  to  distinguish  him  from  the  other  Ver- 
niers) had  located  here  prior  to  1796.  and 
clearing  a  small  space  had  built  the  usual  log 
cabin  and  won  from  lake  and  forest  the  liveli- 
hood of  himself  and  family,  living  to  a  ripe 
old  age.  The  farm  passed  to  Jean  B.  Jun,  ivho 
had  married  a  niece  of  Joseph  Campeau,  the 
wealthy  merchant  of  Detroit,  who  owned 
many  farms  and  claims  along  the  shore.  Upon 
the  death  of  Jean  B.  Juu  in  18-35,  the  farm 
passed  to  the  children,  one  of  whom,  John 
Vernier,  now  lives  in  Mt.  Clemens,  an  active 
vigorous  man  at  seven ty-.se ven  years.  His 
share  of  the  old  farm  is  now  held  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Tebo. 

Claim  No.  199,  taken  up  by  Ftienne  Du- 
chene, who  occupied  from  1796  to  1799  when 
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it  Wiis  tiinuni  to  liis  I'duwin  who  Hold  to  Fran- 
cois A.  Tiviitlilo.  liHis  iili'wHly  been  referred  to. 
This  tnu't  was  ocuiipicil  and  improved  like  the 
other  and  has  passed  from  the  orijiinal  settler 
to  Fniimis  Trvmble,  liis  son,  who  lived  there 
luitiJ  liis  di'iith  some  twenty-eight  years  ago, 
wlien  Ills  childn-n  took  the  title  thereto  and 
still  retain  it. 

Claiiii  No.  'fZO  ut  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  lyinfj  next  np  the  sluire  had  many  owners 
in  its  early  days,  hk  it  has  had  of  late  yeai^. 
Its  earliest  occupant  of  wlioiu  we  know  was 
<;abnel  Kenean,  who  i.'iive  it  to  his  hrother, 
Louis,  who  sold  to  Hav.ile  Cfequi.  From  the 
latter  in  Ji-ly,  1808.  for  the  sum  of  ninety 
dolkrs  it  v.as  purchased  hy  Jean  Batiste  St. 
Ijaurent,  who.se  home  it  was  in  September, 
1808,  and  to  whom  it  was  at  that  time  allowed. 
This  wji.s  the  lionLc  for  imuiy  yeai-s  of  Jawh 
Thiliairit  (now  usually  writteli  Ti-hol  whu  died 
there  rimn-  twenty  years  aiio  a^ed  104  veai-s. 
and  is  now  owned  hy  his  daughter,  c'alista 
Meldnmi. 

Before  -Inly,  17!Hi,  ;i  Imuse  and  small  elear- 
in<r  had  lieeii  iiinde  hy  Ijrnace  Sene  on  claim 
r»66.  Batiste  (Jochois.  who  bonffht  of  Sene, 
sold  after  two  years'  use  of  it  to  -Jean  B.  Trem- 
ble dit  Ambroise  who  had  by  Christmas,  1808. 
eifiht  or  nine  arpents  under  cultivation  and  a 
house  and  stables  on  the  place. 

Although  claim  565  had  had  no  less  than 
seven  owners  from  Jnly.  179f).  when  Joseph 
Laforet  had  elearetl  two  arpeuts  and  built  a 
house,  to  December.  1808,  when  it  was  jrranted 
to  Etienne  Soeier  only  six  arpents  had  then 
been  cleared.  The  other  early  OHiiers  were 
Batiste  Cochois.  Ignace  Sene.'  Henry  Cam- 
pean,  Ignace  A.  Trend)le  and  Anable  Latour. 
Nothintr  appears  as  to  the  amoimt  of  im- 
provement that  t'harles  Chovin  had  put  on  No. 
278  during  his  uinvardu  of  twelve  years'  oeeu- 
pation. 

Claim  225.  prior  to  1796  had  been  sold  by 
Francis  St.  Benard  to  Lonis  Thibault.  who 
later  surrendered  it  hack  to  St.  Benard,  and 
who  then  sold  to  Jean  B.  Coniparet  Jun.  From 
him  Michel  Diiehene  bonght  and  he  proved  np 
the  claim  by  showing  its  continuous  cultivation 
by  these  successive  owners, 

•'■iiiiiiliar  proofs  enabled  Pierre  Orifflord  to 
■'Ti'cv  X,K  220  and  Jean  B.  Petit  No.  505, 
"■[iHti  IJL-  at  the  corner  of  Erin,  Harrison  and 
tlmton  townships. 

Jo'^eph  Campau ,  the  prominent  wealthy 
trader  of  Detroit,  had  begun  dealing  in  real 
estate  as  early  as  1786,  and  many  of  the  early 
lariiis  (if  Macoiid)  county  were  owned  bv  him 
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\o  le.ss  than  nine  claims  were  allowed  him  by 
the  Clommissioners,  and  others  secured  their 
claims  as  assignees  of  Campau.  Among  these 
claims  of  CanLpan  were  544  heretofore  re- 
ferred to,  im  and  545  on  the  lake,  and  31!) 
604,  i;i:},  l;JO,  lU  and  633  along  the  river. 
As  CauLiian  did  not  personally  occupy  these, 
they  will  be  referred  tii  again  only  where 
special  ini])roveiiieiits  were  shown  or  the  ten- 
ants are  known. 

On  64.5,  when  Fi'ancois  Dnchenc  secured  the 
same  in  180!l,  about  eight  arpents  were  en- 
closed and  under  cultivation  and  a  house  and 
bam  were  built,  lie  had  bought  of  Pierre 
Chaiiipagrie,  who  it  .seems  also  had  owned  Xo. 
31.'.  lyin-r  next  norlh.  This  he  sold  to  Jean 
Hnnare,  who  iu  tiirTi  .sold  to  bonis  Leduc,  the 
claioLaiit  iiefore  thi'  Comiiiissionei-s. 

At  the  point  sometimes  referred  to  as  Point 
of  L'--\n-e  ('reuse,  but  usually  spoken  of  by 
the  French  as  La  Pohite  a  Chovin,  being  the 
point  just  below  the  site  of  LiverjMwl,  are  the 
claims  grunted  to  Jean  Marsae,  who  had  occn- 
pied  and  improved  No.  162  for  "several 
year.-i"  previous  to  17116  and  coTitiinied  thereon 
until  after  18(18,  and  to  Charles  Chovin,  who 
had  made  his  home  on  Xo.  277  for  uim-ards  of 
twelve  yeaj's.  when  th.^  proofs  were  taken  in 
1808. 


Claim  Xo,  lli4  lay  both  side.s  of  the  old 
Liverpool  lOMd  ^nui  in.-hided  the  site  of  Liver- 
|>ooi.  It  was  (^bihiied  hy  .Joseph  Miti'esse  dit 
Sansfaeon.  pait  of  it  as  ihe  ^rautee  (.f  Antoine 
Cecille  who  lioiight  of  X,  I'atenande  and  part 
of  it  as  grantee  of  Louis  Champagne  who  had 
jmrchased  fi-oni  Piei'i-e  Laparle.  In  the 
French  deeds  or  contracts  of  purchase  by  Sans- 
facon,  there  aiv  mentioned  "a  little' house, 
h(n-se  stable,  am)  fencing"  as  covered  by  the 
eouveyanees.  Sansfaeon  like  Laducenr  was 
originally  iiieivly  a  nickname,  bnt  even  in  1802 
it  half  evidently  been  accepted  by  the  family, 
a.^  these  deeds  are  signed  merely  "Joseph 
Sansfaeon."  omitting  the  real  surname,  which 
is  uKcd  in  the  claim  filed.  To-day  the  old  fam- 
ily name  is  forgotten  by  nearly  "everyone  and 
(inly  Sansfaeon  is  used. 

Ijying  each  side  of  the  Cottrell  road  where 
it  strikes  the  lake  shore  road  are  claims  601 
and  602  allowed  to  Baptiste  and  Alexis  Dubay 
respectively.  On  each  had  been  built  a  house 
anti  parts  broken  up.  From  the  deseriptions, 
it  is  evident  thatbetween  thera  was  land  occu- 
pied by  one  Simon  Landri,  but  when  the  sur- 
veys were  made,  there  seems  to  have  been 
nothing  left  for  Simon.  Below  these  two  was 
and  occupied  by  Jtichael  Comparet,  who,  how- 
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ever,  failed  to  prove  up  a  claim  to  his  posses- 
probably  beeause  of  its  then  seeming- 


The  Hemy  Campau  farm  along  the  souther- 
ly line  of  which  now  runs  the  Boulevard  and 
Lake  Shore  Electric  line  was  confirmed  to 
Ijouis  Laforge,  who  in  1808  had  been  in  unin- 
terrupted possession  for  upwards  of  twelve 
years  at  least,  and  who  could  boast  of  a  house, 
barn  and  a  bearing  orchard  on  his  premises — 
the  latter  an  unusual  possession  at  that  time. 
This  orchard  has  been  largely  destroyed  by  the 
inroads  of  the  lake,  but  remnants  of  it  still 
stand  directly  in  front  of  the  Club  House  at 
Lakeside,  now  run  by  Bigham. 

Next  up  the  shore  is  No.  149  which  Phillis 
Peltier  swore  to  being  possessed  as  early  as 
1793  by  one  Cazet  who  sold  to  Francois  Depre 
who  sold  to  the  successful  claimant  Jean  B. 
Par^.  Real  estate  in  those  early  days  seems 
to  have  found  ready  and  frequent  sales.  Claim 
165  next  north  was  owned  by  Charles  Chovin, 
Nicholas  Value  and  Joseph  Dube  before  the 
last  named  proved  it  up  in  1808. 

We  now  come  to  claim  174,  and  here  find  the 
first  exception  to  purely  French  occupation 
we  have  struck  in  coming  up  the  lake  shore. 
Among  the  first,  if  not  the  first  English  speak- 
ing man  to  permanently  locate  in  this  part- 
of  the  country  was  Jacob  Thomas,  called  Dr. 
Thomas,  who  came  up  from  Kentucky  in  1774 
or  earlier.  He  married  into  a  French  family, 
Donai  by  name  and  located  on  the  lake  shore, 
where  his  family  and  descendants  have  in  part 
remained,  and  owned  lands  until  within  a  few 
years.  They  have  intermarried  almost  invar- 
iably with  the  French,  until  the  fact  that  they 
were  not  purely  French  blood  has  been  almost 
lost  sight  of.  Robert  Thomas,  the  son,  was 
born  in  1775,  and  John  B.  Thomas,  his  son,  in 
1800,  Private  claim  174  was  allowed  in  1808 
to  "The  widow  and  children  of  Jacob 
Thomas. ' ' 

The  nest  tract  north  was  claimed  by  Jean 
Baptiste  Nantay,  who  was  evidently  an  active 
and  widely  known  man  in  those  days,  since  he 
was  a  witness  to  establish  a  great  many  of  the 
claims.  Jean  Marsae  swore  that  the  claimant 
had  had  possession  some  fourteen  years  before 
and  had  cultivated  the  premises  for  seven 
years,  and  Robert  Thomas  swore  that  he  had 
lived  on  the  premises  and  cultivated  them  for 
six  or  seven  years  prior  to  the  time  of  the  tak- 
ing of  testimony,  September,  1808,  but  that 
his  possession  was  contrary  to  the  claimant's 
wishes ;  that  at  the  time  he  took  possession,  the 
land  had  been  idle  for  about  two  years.     A 


portion  of  the  land  lying  next  north  of  this 
claim  appears  to  have  been  claimed  by  Nicho- 
las Chapaton,  the  great  uncle  of  Oliver  Chap- 
aton.  In  support  of  the  claims  of  Chapaton, 
whi)  claimed  160  acres  bounded  north  by  Phil- 
lis Peltier  and  on  the  south  by  land  of  Nan- 
tay, six  different  witnesses  were  sworn,  being 
Nantay,  Jean  Marsae,  Michel  Comparet, 
Pierre  Lanoue  dit  Leblanc,  Jean  Baptiste, 
Louis  and  Benoist  Chapaton.  Nantay  testi- 
fied that  Chapaton  had  built  a  fence  around 
his  claim  before  July  1,  1796,  and  cut  a  stack 
of  hay,  but  had  not  cultivated  any  of  the  land 
or  made  no  improvements;  that  Phillis  Pel- 
tier, however,  had  built  two  houses,  one  of 
which  had  been  burned.  Louis  Chapaton  had 
heard  Phillis  Peltier  say  that  the  Indians  had 
given  that  tract  of  land  to  hiiu,  Peltier,  and 
Chapaton.  In  support  of  this  claim  was  also 
produced  a  deed  written  in  French,  dated  De- 
troit, May  8,  1795,  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
two  Indian  chiefs,  Vouistamance  and  Nanguy, 
giving  a  tract  of  land,  bounded  by  the  lands  of 
Nantay  and  Peltier  to  "sieur  Colet  Chapa- 
ton." Jean  Marsae  dit  Punaeha  testified  that 
the  claimant  had  cut  a  stack  of  hay,  but  had 
made  no  improvement;  that  Phillis  Peltier 
had  built  a  house  on  the  tract  "about  two  and 
one-half  arpents  this  side  of  the  bridge,"  over 
the  Ventre  de  Boeuf;  that  Peltier  had  culti- 
vated some  seven  or  eight  acres  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  farm  which  improvements,  how- 
ever, witness  thought  had  been  made  since  the 
Americans  had  taken  possession  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  Indian  chiefs  had  charged  the 
witness  not  to  let  any  person  settle  or  enter  on 
these  lands,  as  they  had  given  them  to  their 
friends,  Peltier  and  Chapaton.  Jean  B.  Chap- 
aton testified  that  in  August,  1795  the  claim- 
ant had  mowed  hay  on  the  premises,  and  that 
in  the  February  following  he  and  the  claim- 
ant had  taken  the  hay  away  and  cut  logs  to 
build  a  house :  that  Peltier  had  at  that  time 
made  use  of  one  side  of  the  tract,  and 
Chapaton  the  other;  that  no  improvements 
had  been  made  on  Chapaton 's  part  of  the 
tract,  bxit  that  Peltier  had  cultivated  his 
for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  Jean  B. 
Pare  swore  that  for  fifteen  year  Phillis  Pel- 
tier had  been  in  possession  and  cultivated  his 
premises.  Accordingly  the  Commissioners  re- 
jected the  claim  of  Chapaton.  and  granted 
claim  No.  148  to  Phillis  Peltier. 

The  farm  now  owned  by  the  Martz  heirs  be- 
ing claim  168  was  granted  to  Louis  Campeau 
upon  the  testimony  of  George  Meldrimi  and 
claim  545  and  319,  which  together  with  168, 
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constitute  the  most  o£  the  marsh  farms  lying 
east  of  the  road  commonly  spoken  of  as  the 
Jilai-sh  road,  were  granted  to  Joseph  Campeau, 
lie  appearing  to  have  cultivated  and  occupied 
them,  or  piirchased  the  rights  of  those  who 
lind.    Thirty  aerea  were  under  cultivation  on 

Claim  151,  which  together  with  the  east  half 
of  1:^9  forms  tlie  Anthony  Ameis  farm  of  to- 
day, was  granted  to  Francois  8t.  Obin,  it  hav- 
ing been  shoivn  that  the  farm  had  been  cul- 
tivated and  occupied  for  at  least  twenty  years. 
It  had  been  owned  formerly  by  Michel  Com- 
piiret,  Jean  B.  Bodin  and  Ignace  Moras.  This 
claim  Jtnd  all  succeeding  ones  until  the  other 
claim  of  Ignace  Moras  is  reached,  are  bounded 
by  the  river.  Following  up  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  river  claim  238  was  allowed  to  Louis 
(.'hapaton  as  grantee  of  Jos.  Campeau,  he 
having  purchased  the  farm  in  March,  1803,  for 
forty  pounds. 

Claim  604  which  covered  a  sti'ip  running 
from  L'Anse  Creuse  Bay  to  the  river  and  in- 
chuiing  the  Frank  Moore  farm  on  the  bay  and 
Kiitli  and  Tilk  farms  on  the  river,  was  sub- 
ji'ct  to  eontroveray  between  Joseph  Campeau 
and  the  heirs  of  Ceeille  Campeau,  and  the  tes- 
timony introduced,  also  brings  out  the  fact 
that  Isaac  and  John  Williams  were  at  least  in- 
terested in  this  land,  if  not  oeenpants  of  it. 
The  contest  between  Campeau  and  the  Wil- 
liams claimants,  heirs  of  CecUle  Campeau, 
turned  on  the  ease  of  domestic  infelicity  that 
however  unfortunate  in  itself  has  at  least  re- 
siilti'd  in  furnishing  more  evidence  of  the 
i-,.iy\y  iiriii|i;itits  of  this  tract  than  we  have  in 
irm-'  i  j-i  ■,.  (  Mii[H'rtu's  claim  was  based  upon 
<i  (Im'h  '.I.]. I  .hi.i|iH>s  Lozon,  in  which  Ceeille, 
liis  \\iit.\  had  ici'iiNed  to  join  and  a  sharp  con- 
troversy developed  as  to  whether  the  place 
"■as  the  property  of  the  husband  or  tlie  wife, 
but  the  amusing  contradictions  and  confusion 
ill  the  testimony  of  the  witness  and  the  lack 
'if  I'ej'tiiinty  regarding  the  various  early  trans- 
fei's  of  title — tliey  were  evidently  usually 
made  by  mere  delivery  of  possession  without 
writing — lend  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  respective  claims.  The  hearing  was 
adjourned  several  times,  and  finally  in  Au- 
!.'iist,  1809,  without  additional  evidence,  the 
commissioners  disallowed  the  claim  of  the 
Williams  heit«  and  confirmed  the  tract  to 
Joseph  Campeau  as  No.  604  in  a  manner  that 
suggests  the  probability  that  Campeau  had 
settled  with  the  opposing  claimants,  who  there- 
upon abandoned  their  efforts.  From  the  testi- 
mony of  the  vai-ious  witnesses,  Jacques,  Louis 
and    Touissant    Campeau,     Jacques    Lozon, 


Jaseph  Robertjean,  Jean  B.  Nantay,  Michael 
and  Jean  B.  Comparet,  Jr.,  the  following  facts 
can  he  gleaned :  Jean  B.  Comparet,  Sr.,  was 
the  first  one  to  make  any  improvements  upon 
this  land.  He  and  his  sons,  Joseph,  Francis 
and  Jean  Marie  Comparet,  and  one  John  Plin, 
improved  the  premises  considerably  as  early  as 
1788,  clearing  at  least  an  acre  and  a  half,  and 
planting  com  thereon  and  raising  "the  square 
of  a  house  up  to  the  joist."  That  they,  through 
their  agent,  Francis  Comparet,  sold  their 
rights  to  Thomas  Edwards,  and  one  Matt,  after 
having  lived  on  the  premises  some  four  or  five 
years.  Before  the  Comparets  improved  the 
land,  it  was  rumored  that  it  belonged  to 
Thomas  Williams  by  virtue  of  an  Indian  deed, 
and  about  the  time  the  Comparets  went  into 
possession,  Isaac  Williams  sold  a  portion  of 
the  land  to  Comparet.  Edwards  sold  either 
to  Jacques  Lozon  or  to  his  wife  CeciUe  Wil- 
liams Lozon  (nee  Campeau!)  The  Lozons, 
with  the  family  of  Williams  children  moved 
on  to  the  premises  about  1793,  at  least  long 
prior  to  1796,  and  (luite  extensive  improve- 
ments were  made.  The  evidence  is  contradic- 
tory as  to  statements  that  have  been  made  by 
Lozon  as  to  whether  his  possession  was  in  his 
own  right  or  on  behalf  of  his  wife,  but  it  ap- 
pear that  he  had  nothing  when  they  came 
there,  and  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  pur- 
chase price  was  furnished  from  her  means. 
The  balance  of  the  purchase  price  was  paid 
by  an  order  on  Joseph  Campeau,  which  he 
honored,  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  which, 
he  afterward  obtained  a  mortgage  from  the 
Lozons.  In  tliis  mortgage,  Mrs.  Lozon  united, 
being  forced  to  do  so  by  her  husband.  Later 
Lozon  deeded  the  place  to  Campeau,  but  the 
wife  pereisted  in  her  refusal  to  sign  the  deed. 
The  Williams  children  lived  with  the  Lozons 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  assisted  in  making 
the  impi-ovements.  A  remnant  of  slavery  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  this  testimony,  since 
John  Williams  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  "a 
negro  of  his  father;  that  the  negro  worked 
seven  or  eight  years  until  he  was  sold"  about 
1800.  Some  thirty-five  or  six  acres  were  cul- 
tivated and  inclosed,  a  house  and  harn  and 
other  outbuildings  erected. 

For  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half 
along  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  covering 
ten  claims  with  one  exception,  the  land  was 
either  granted  to  Joseph  Campeau  or  he  has 
sometimes  owned  the  same,  and  nothing  of  in- 
terest appears  in  the  testimony  relative  to  the 
occupants  thereof,  nor  the  amount  of  improve- 
ments placed  upon  them.  The  exception  re- 
ferred to  is  Private  Claim  175,  now  owned  by 
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Charles  AVinklur  aud  for  many  years  the  prop- 
erty of  Latourneau  and  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Paqiiette.  This  was  granted  to  Louis  Petit  as 
the  grantee  of  one  Cannellier. 

The  farm  so  long  occupied  by  the  Chortier 
family,  claim  No.  176,  was  granted  to  Pierre 
Phenix.  It  was  made  up  originally  of  two 
separate  tracts,  deeds  of  which  from  the  form- 
er owners  to  Phenix  were  pxit  in  evidence.  The 
lower  half  appears  to  have  belonged  to  one 
Lapaline  and  Provost  and  the  upper  half  to 
Lapaline,  Nathan  William,  Joseph  Boiivouloir 
and  Joseph  Cherbenneau. 

Next  farm  west,  which  includes  the  Cole 
farm  and  others  lying  south  was  granted 
to  Joseph  Rowe  (the  father  of  Mrs.  Joseph 
Hayes,  and  hence  great-grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Andrew  S.  Robertson),  as  the  assignee  of 
Antoine  N.  Petit,  from  whom  he  had  bought 
it  in  October  of  1807  for  $200.00.  The  next 
claim  west,  which  includes  the  Reimold  and 
Bmell  farms,  was  granted  to  Joseph  Robert- 
jean  as  claim  No.  229.  This  farm  has  been 
one  of  the  most  historic  on  the  river  below 
Mount  Clemens.  John  Lovelace,  one  of  the 
Indian  captives  who  constitiited  practically 
the  only  BngUsh  speaking  people  of  the 
county  in  the  eighteenth  century,  com- 
menced on  this  farm  sometime  prior  to  1796. 
He  cleared  some  two  or  three  acres,  but  built 
no  building.  He  was,  however,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  Israel  Ruland,  in  posses- 
sion and  cultivating  the  premises  until  about 
1798,  when  he  sold  them  to  the  claimant, 
Robertjean,  to  whom  Ruland,  as  the  agent 
of  Lovelace,  gave  possession.  Campeau  tes- 
tified that  in  1801,  by  permission  of  the 
claimant,  he  had  cut  a  thousand  rails  off  the 
premises.  Later  this  farm  passed  through 
Mr.  Clemens  and  to  John  Conner,  who 
moved  there  and  established  his  home  and 
commenced  extensive  improvements  before 
1812.  Conner  was  one  of  the  prominent,  in- 
fluential men  of  the  community,  and  his 
home  was  the  rendezvous  of  the  English 
speaking  inhabitants.  He  had  come  from 
Maryland  before  1800,  and  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Captain  Thorne  of  River  St. 
Clair  district.  When  the  War  of  1812  broke 
out,  the  hostility  of  the  Indians,  who  gen- 
erally sympathized  with  the  British,  was 
such  that  Conner  found  it  wise  each  evening 
to  take  his  wife  and  children  to  the  home 
of  James  Conner,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  James  Conner  being  of  the  Richard 
Conner  family  of  the  Moravian  settlement, 
was  favored  by  the  Indians,  and  his  home 
was  a  safe  refuge.     Soon  after  the  British 


.secured  Detroit,  upon  the  surroiider  of  Gen. 
Hull,  Mr.  Conner  went  to  Detroit  to  market 
and  was  held  there  by  the  British,  Learning 
this,  Mrs.  Conner,  with  her  five  children,  got 
into  a  canoe  and  went  to  Detroit,  and  there 
made  her  home  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Conner  was  sent  to  Canada  and  was  absent 
for  nearly  a  year,  but  later  returned  by 
way  of  Ohio  and  joined  the  army,  rendering 
excellent  service  for  his  country.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  in  1815  he  returned  to  his 
farm,  there  to  find  desolation  on  all  hands, 
the  land,  which  he  had  broken  up,  grown 
up  in  weeds  and  brush,  and  every  ereaturu 
killed  to  furnish  food  for  the  maraudinj^ 
Indians.  Industry  and  energy,  however, 
soon  made  the  home  again  pleasant  and  valu- 
able, Conner  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
about  1844,  and  died  at  Romeo  in  January, 
1857.  After  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812, 
the  Conners  succeeded  in  establishing  laxich 
more  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians, 
and  Mrs.  Conner  was  particularly  beloved 
by  them.  The  oldest  of  their  children,  Will- 
iam Conner,  married  Susan  Conner,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Conner  of  Conner's 
Creek,  and  in  the  early  30s  was  living 
between  his  father's  home  and  Mount  Clem- 
ens. Later  he  kept  a  tavern  upon  the  Gra- 
tiot turnpike,  not  far  from  the  present  Half- 
way. He  was  the  father  of  Henry  0.  Con- 
ner, now  living  in  Mount  Clemens,  of  Alice, 
wife  of  Harry  Hall  of  Macomb  township, 
and  of  Mary  and  Josephine,  siiceessive  wives 
of  John  Calvin  Weller.  Mrs.  Fiero  of  De- 
troit, Grampner  of  Evanston,  Ind.,  and 
Mrs.  Chillis  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  are  also 
his  children.  Henry  Conner,  the  other  son 
of  John  Conner,  was  married  to  Ann  Cran- 
age in  1848,  and,  with  his  wife,  was  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  American  Hotel,  and  thi^ 
Sherman  House  of  Mount  Clemens  for  many 
years ;  further  mention  of  them  will  be  found 
in  the  later  history  of  Mount  Clemens.  Tho 
three  daughters  of  John  Conner  were  Nancy, 
who  married  William  Roy;  Alice,  who  mar- 
ried Wesley  Hinman;  and  Susanna,  who 
married  Horace  Cady,  more  of  whose  fami- 
lies will  appear  later  on  in  this  work. 

Leaving  now  the  claims  lying  west  of  this, 
which  will  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  history  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Preil- 
eriek,  we  cross  the  river  to  claim  No.  172. 
which  includes  the  Irwin  farm  and  portion 
of  the  Fulton  and  other  farms  lying  north 
which  was  described  as  "being  part  and 
parcel  of  the  lands  commonly  called  and 
known  by  the  nnrae  of  McConse  Meadows." 
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This  was  claiiiH'd  by  Joliii  Askin,  Jr.,  of  the 
town  of  Ainlierstbiirg,  Essex  county,  Cana- 
<la,  and  was  granted  to  him  iipon  the  show- 
ing made  by  Henry  Tudtei-  and  Christian 
Clemens  that  the  place  had  been  improved 
and  cultivated  by  one  Deseoteaux,  and  by 
Clemens  continuously.  Further  mention  of 
Aslcin  will  be  found  in  connection  with  the 
liistiii'v  nf  Fi'o<iL'rii'k  niid  the  ^Foravian  set- 

■Inst  lu'lnw  the  Askin  vl.um  .Tames  Conner, 
acting  for  his  brother,  William  Conner  of 
the  Moravian  Conner  family,  built  a  small 
cabin,  a  couple  of  years  before  the  Ameri- 
cans took  possession,  and  later  a  brush  and 
.  pole  fence  was  built  along  the  river  and  a  small 
house  was  built  there  by  John  Conner,  who 
lived  directly  across  the  river,  acting  for 
the  claimant,  William  Conner,  before  1796 ; 
about  two  acres  of  land  were  cleared  around 
the  house  before  the  claimant  went  into  the 
Indian  country  as  was  his  habit,  probably 
on  fur  trading  ex])editions.  One  Baptiste  Le- 
toumeau  squatted  on  the  premises,  and  was 
turned  off  by  the  Connerg.  In  1801  claimant 
returned  from  the  Indian  eountrj-  and  built 
a  fence  in  front  of  the  tract  and  some  four 
or  five  rods  on  each  side,  and  also  cleared 
a  couple  of  acres  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
tract.  In  1808  this  house  and  part  of  the 
fence  were  still  standing,  and  the  possession 
of  Conner  having  been  maintained  through 
his  brother,  James  Conner,  the  claim  was 
confirmed  to  him  as  private  elaim  No.  693. 
In  like  manner  elaim  129,  which  includes 
the  Noeker,  Lafevre,  Touscany  and  Pring- 
nitz  farms,  was  confirmed  to  James  Conner 
as  private  claim  No.  129.  From  this  point 
east  to  private  elaim  150,  the  Antoine  Pel- 
tier farm,  the  entire  tract  was  confirmed  to 
various  members  of  the  family  of  William 
Tucker  of  whom  more  extended  notice  will 
be  given  in  the  history  of  Harrison,  except 
private  claim  195  which  inclndes  the  Beau- 
fait  farm  and  a  large  part  of  the  Lafayette 
Tucker  farm,  and  their  lines  extended 
through  the  Stewart  lands  up  into  the  town- 
ship of  Chesterfield.  This  claim  195  was 
confirmed  to  Miehel  Tremble. 

From  the  Tucker  lands  to  the  Lake,  the 
land  had  been  occupied  for  a  great  many 
years,  but  the  testimony  fails  to  afford  any 
detinite  description  of  the  extent  of  these 
improvements.  Claim  150  was  confirmed  to 
Francis  St.  Obin,  who,  with  his  father,  had 
possessed  the  same  for  many  years.  Tradi- 
tion has  it  that  Mr.  St.  Obin  at  the  earnest 


solicitation  of  Charles  Peltier,  thou  of  De- 
troit, consented  to  trade  this  claim  150  for 
the  farm  (now  in  the  heart  of  Detroit  and 
worth  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars), 
usually  known  as  the  St.  Aubin  farm,  lying 
along  each  side  of  St.  Aubin  Avenue.  The 
fine  duck  shooting  in  the  marshes  on  the 
rear  of  150  was  the  strong  attraction  for 
Mr.  Peltier.  Certain  it  is  that  St.  Obin  and 
Peltier  exchanged  farms.  Claim  194  was 
confirmed  to  Michel  Tremble  as  assignee  of 
Nicholas  Chapaton;  242  to  Robert  Robert- 
jean;  140  to  Joseph  Eobertjean;  374  to  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Alexis  Peltier  and  373 
to  Ignace  Moras.  This  latter  elaini  included 
the  lower  part  of  the  Cottrell  farm,  and  ex- 
tended out  to  the  present  lighthouse  or 
clubhouse  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It 
was  originally  made  up  of  two  tracts,  one 
of  which  was  purchased  by  ftloras  from 
Louis  Baudin,  and  the  other  from  Pierre 
Ciotiin.  The  first  one  of  these  tracts  was 
originally  occupied  by  Michael  Comparet, 
who  sold  to  Jean  Baptiste  Baudin.  The  oth- 
er tract  was  originally  occupied  by  Seraphin 
Loson,  who  sold  to  Baudin,  and  he  in  turn 
to  Goiiin.  The  French  deed  from  Goiiiu 
bearing  date  September  12,  1808,  conveying 
this  tract  to  Moras  for  145  pounds,  New 
York  currency,  was  put  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Moras  was  a  fine  representative  of 
the  better  class  of  the  French  pioneers — a 
native  of  Wayne  Countj'  —strong,  active,  en- 
ergetic, of  large  frame  and  stature — genial, 
and  possessed  of  the  genuine  French  hospi- 
tality that  made  his  home  a  stopping  place 
for  every  wayfarer  on  lake  or  river.  He 
came  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  in  1807 
H]id  built  a  large  two-story  frame  house 
that  constituted  later  the  main  part  of  the 
Conger  Hotel  when  Belvidere  flourished, 
and  built  it  so  well  that  the  frame  stood  true 
and  solid  still  when  the  building  was  torn 
down  within  the  past  decade.  He  was  made 
a  prisoner  by  the  British  in  1812  and  taken 
to  Detroit,  and  there  compelled  to  furnish 
reluctant  aid  to  the  English  forces  in  select- 
ing and  preparing  timber  for  their  vessels  and 
fortifications.  He  became  later  the  owner  of 
two  sawmills  on  Mill  Creek  in  St.  Clair  County 
and  was  engaged  in  rafting  the  lumber  in  cribs 
down  the  St.  Clair  River  and  Lake  to  Detroit. 
He  had  six  hundred  acres  of  tillage  land  at 
Belvidere  at  one  time.  He  remained  there 
until  the  middle  of  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  when  he  sold  out  to  Con- 
ger of  Belvidere  fatne,  and  returned  to  Wayne 
County. 
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Geii.  Friond  Palmer  of  Detroit  recalled  with 
evident  enjoyment  the  welcome  and  entertain- 
ment received  at  Mr.  Moras '  in  the  winter  of 
1830-31,  when  he  and  his  uncle  on  their  way 
home  over  the  iee  from  St.  Clair,  stopped  at 
the  large,  yellow,  white-trimmed  house  that 
loomed  up  across  the  iee  and  marsh. 

Mr.  iloras  was  the  father  of  Antoine  Moross 
(father  of  Victor  Moross  and  Mrs.  Mary 
[Francis]  Provost  of  Mount  Clemens  and  Ig- 
naee  Moross  of  New  Baltimore),  of  Mrs.  Fan- 
nie (Joseph)  Robertjean,  who  for  years  lived 
on  the  Beaiifait  farm:  of  Mrs.  Leonore 
(Charles)  Furton,  for  yean*  owner  of  the 
Noeker  farm;  of  Mrs,  Beruer  of  Swan  Creek, 
Mi-s.  Mary.  Ann  (Eobert)  Meldrum  and  Mrs. 
Theodore  (Joseph)  Frazard  of  L'Anse  Creuse. 

Above  the  river  on  the  lake  shore  were  four 
claims  allowed,  two  large  ones,  192  and  193, 
to  Meldrum  and  Park,  nmning  from  Salt 
River  southerly  along  the  shore  for  a  mile  and 
a  half  to  River  Atix  Vase ;  one,  342,  next  above 
Salt  River,  to  Francois  Dupre;  and  one,  343, 
at  Crapaux  Creek  just  south  of  New  Balti- 
more, to  Pierre  Yax.  Meldrum  and  Park  were 
the  firm  of  merchants  referred  to  by  Commis- 
sioner Jouett  when  speaking  of  the  salt 
springs,  and  who  also  had  large  holdings  up 
on  River  St.  Clair.  George  Meldrum,  the 
ancestor  of  the  numerous  Meldrum  families 
of  the  lake  shore  district,  was  a  Seotchman, 
hut  he  and  his  descendants  have  intermarried,  , 
like  the  Thomas  family,  with  the  French  de- 
st'cnilauts,  until  the  idea  that  the  Meldrums 
■dvi}  )iut  purely  of  French  descent  is  a  novel 
ouc,  pcrhjips,  even  to  members  of  that  family. 
Tluxjugh  their  tenants  Meldrum  and  Park  had 
extensively  improved  these  tracts  and  even 
as  early  as  1804  had  upwards  of  one  hundred 
acres  enclosed  and  cultivated.  Among  those 
living  on  these  tracts  as  tenants  of  Meldrum 
and  Park  were  Antoine  N.  Petit ;  Antoine  Pro- 
vost; Francois  Dupre;  Louis,  Gabriel  and  Ig- 
naee  Thibault  and  Baptiste  Letourneau. 

Salt  River  district  was  evidently  early  oc- 
cu])ied,  since  it  appears  that  Dupre  as  early 
as  1795  had  built  a  house  and  also  a  work- 
shop and  had  a  garden  enclosed  and  seeded, 
and  also  some  six  acres  cleared  and  fenced; 
that  these  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire 
about  1800,  at  which  time  Joseph  Robertjean 
went  and  saved  the  hides  that  were  m  vats  at 
the  tannery  there.  In  the  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  prove  the  claim  of  Israel  Euland 
to  a  tract  on  Salt  River  it  appears  that  when 
Jean  B.  Nantay  went  onto  the  elann  as  em- 
ployee of  Ruland  in  1707,  he  found  old  houses 


that  had  been  abandoned,  and  then  built  new 
ones  and  cleared  four  acres. 

This  somewhat  lengthy  and  perhaps  tire- 
some account  of  the  settlement  of  the  lake 
and  river  shores  will  serve  at  least  to  make 
one  realize  the  primitiveness  of  the  life  and 
the  hardships  and  poverty  endured  by  the  first 
comers,  and  furnish  the  names  of  many  but 
not  all  of  those  pioneers.  It  must  be  taken  as  an 
inadequate  tribute  to  the  sturdiness,  honesty, 
energy  and  geniality  of  the  old  French  pio- 
neer to  whose  efforts  are  due  the  settlement 
and  early  progress  of  our  country.  Many 
are  the  traditions  and  stories  of  adventure 
that  the  older  inhabitants  have  told  and  retold 
that  illustrate  the  hardships  of  the  early  day 
and  the  strength  and  vigor  bom  of  those  hard- 
ships; of  the  lack  of  resources  and  of  the  in- 
genuity called  forth  thereby ;  of  the  skill  and 
bravery  displayed  in  hunting  and  fishing  and 
of  the  plenteous  rewards  they  brought.  It  is 
the  testimony  of  the  older  storekeepers  of 
Moimt  Clemens  that  more  liberal  buyers  or 
better  customers  could  not  be  found  tlian  the 
average  farmer  along  the  lake  shore,  whose 
proudest  boast  was  of  his  French  descent.  The 
early  wayfaiei  among  these  people,  be  he 
either  friend  oi  stranger,  found  the  latch- 
string  evei  out  and  awaiting  him  .within  a 
hearty  and  genuine  welcome  to  the  best  en- 
tertairanent  the  house  and  table  afforded.  So 
universally  true  was  this  that  "French  hos- 
pitality" has  come  to  be  proverbial  as  mean- 
ing that  which  makes  even  the  plainest  fare 
seem  most  savory  and  enjoyable,  and  without 
which  the  most  delicate  and  richest  banquet 
is  mere  meaningless  formality. 

If  our  typical  lake-shore  resident  viewed  in 
the  light  of  our  present  streniious  life  by  the 
aggressive,  grasping  American  eye  seems 
sometimes  lacking  in  progressiveness,  let  it  be 
recalled  also  that  he  has  ever  lacked  avarice: 
if  he  has  not  as  a  rule  accumulated  wealth 
he  has  found  the  more  frequently  the  things 
of  life  that  are  better  than  wealth — content 
and  good  fellowship  with  his  neighbors. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


MORAVIAN  VIJ.L..\G 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  pathetic 
incidents  connected  with  the  history  of  our 
county  was  the  settlement  of  the  Moravians  on 
the  spot  where  afterward  Frederick  was  locat- 
ed, and  the  struggles  of  the  pious  and  zealous 
Indian  missionaries  in  their  efforts  to  gain 
■i  iiermanent  foothold  among  the  Chippewas, 
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who  then  possesswi  that  country.  Although 
aside  from  the  fact  that  it  resulted  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Conners,  who  played  so  prom- 
inent a  part  in  the  history  of  our  county,  the 
Moravian  settlement  left  few  permanent 
traces,  yet  more  than  a  passing  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  efforts  of  this  noble  band,  than 
whom  no  more  Christian,  law-abiding  and 
thrifty  connnunity  ever  existed.  The  Mora- 
vians or  United  Brethren  had  their  origin  in 
Jloravia,  and  were  an  offshoot  of  the  Greek 
church,  tracing  their  origin  back  of  the  re- 
formation to  the  time  of  John  Huss.  Early 
in  the  eighteenth  century  they  were  expelled 
from  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  and  permitted  to 
locate  upon  one  of  the  estates  of  one  of  the 
Saxon  nobility,  Count  von  Zinzendorf.  lie 
devoted  his  entire  property  and  energies  to 
the  spread  of  his  faith,  with  the  result  that 
he  himself  was  banished  from  Saxony,  and  in 
1741  came  to  America  and  established  the  Mo- 
ravian L'hui'oh  itt  Ik'thlnheiu,  T";!..  which  has 
ever  since  ln'i'ii  the  (^liicl  scat  <iL*  t!u'  diureh. 
No  Chj'istiati  cluircli,  not  i-vcn  the  Koman 
Catholic,  hiiM  been  inorc  ilistinguishcd  for  zeal- 
ous missionary  spirit  than  has  the  Moravian, 
and  many  were  the  missions  established 
through  the  wilderaess  duriJig  the  latter  half 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  Among  these  were 
missions  on  the  Muskingum  in  Ohio,  at  whose 
head  was  the  Rev.  David  Zeisberger,  who  be- 
came the  founder  of  our  settlement,  lie  is 
described  as  a  iiHin  of  small  figure,  but  well 
proportioned,  with  a  pleasing,  cheerful  face, 
which  had  been  seamed  by  endless  care  and 
the  exposures  of  his  long  life  among  the  sav- 
ages. His  constant  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians had  given  him  great  influence  among 
them,  and  his  caution  and  taciturnity  and  de- 
votion to  the  Indian  cause  enabled  him  at 
one  time  to  prevent  the  alliauee  of  the  Dela- 
ware Indians  with  the  Britisli  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  an  alliance  which  if  carried 
out  would  have  been  serious  if  not  fatal  to  the 
American  cause.  The  Moravians  were  by  the 
British  constantly  suspected  of  being  Ameri- 
can sympathizers,  and  as  a  result  the  British 
and  their  Indian  allies  constantly  persecuted 
the  peace-loving  communities.  Jlisled  by  un- 
truthful reports,  the  British  commandant  at 
Detroit  issued  an  order  to  break  up  the  Mo- 
ravian towns  in  Ohio,  and  to  scatter  the  Chris- 
tian Indians,  and  bring  their  chiefs  or  their 
scalps  to  Detroit.  Prominent  in  carrying  out 
this  order  was  Sijnon  Girty,  who  has  been  pro- 
nounced as  pre-eminent  among  "all  the  vile, 
coarse,  inhuman  monsters  developed  in  border 
warfare."     In  September,  1781,  the  mission- 


aries, with  their  families  and  Christian  In- 
dians, were  compelled  to  leave  their  homes 
of  happiness  and  peace  and,  escorted  by  a 
giiard  of  Delaware  and  Wyandotte  Indians, 
were  brought  to  the  Sandusky  River,  where 
they  were  deserted  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness 
without  provisions,  and  scantily  clothed.  The 
followin<!:  month  these  teachers  were  sent  for 
by  the  Detroit  commandant,  and  were  kept 
in  Detroit  for  some  time.  Here  they  were 
kindly  treated,  and  but  for  the  thoughts  of 
the  unhappy  condition  of  their  families  and 
converts  left  behind  on  the  Sandusky,  might 
have  rejoiced  in  their  new  situation.  Being  ex- 
amined by  the  commandant.  Major  DePeyster, 
and  the  charges  against  them  being  with- 
drawn, they  were  acquitted.  From  this  time 
one  no  stronger  or  more  efficient  friend  of  the 
Moravians  could  be  foiind  than  Major  DePeys- 
ter. He  declared  that  he  would  feel  great  sat- 
isfaction and  pleasure  in  aiding  their  endeav- 
ors to  civilize  and  Christianize  the  Indians ; 
promised  them  clothing  and  other  necessary 
articles,  and  granted  them  free  permission 
to  ret\nTi  to  their  congregations.  They  were 
made  the  recipients  of  many  kindnesses  from 
the  inhaibtants  of  Detroit  and  considerable  of 
their  property,  which  had  been  taken  from 
them,  was  restored.  They  reached  their  fam- 
ilies and  converts  November  22,  1781,  and 
temporary  quart-ers,  which  afforded  insuffi- 
cient protection  from  the  weather,  enabled 
them  to  pass  the  winter  at  Sandusky,  although 
much  suffering  and  sickness  occurred.  In 
March,  1782,  Jlajor  DePeyster  ordered  them 
to  return  to  Detroit  in  order  to  save  their 
lives,  the  Indians,  instigated  by  Girty.  having 
again  commenced  a  systematic  persecution. 
At  Detroit  they  were  offered  an  opportunity 
either  to  remain  in  Detroit  or  to  be  returned 
to  Bethleliem.  It  was  also  suggested  to  them 
to  establish  a  mission  on  the  HimDu  (Clinton) 
River,  and  Major  DePeyster  secured  permis- 
sion from  the  Chippewas  for  them  to  settle 
there. 

As  a  result  we  find  that  on  July  20.  1782, 
four  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  and  nineteen 
of  the  Indian  converts  started  for  the  new 
home  in  a  sail  boat,  and  on  the  evening 
of  the  next  day  located  on  the  low  bluff 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Clinton  River. 
almost  exactly  where  the  present  home  of 
Isaac  Williams  on  section  15,  P,  C.  137. 
of  Clinton,  now  stands.  No  doubt  one  of 
the  things  which  caused  this  particular 
spot  to  be  selected  was  the  bountiful  supply  of 
spring  water  found  in  this  bluff,  springs  which 
to  this  day  afford  refreshment  to  man  and 
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beast.  Tliis  party  was  made  up  of  Zeisberger 
and  John  G.  Jungiuan,  with  their  wives;  Will- 
iam Edwards  and  Michael  Young,  and  four 
Indian  families.  The  spot  selected  was  evi- 
dently the  site  of  an  old  Indian  town,  since 
many  "corn  holes"  and  other  indications  were 
found.  Tents  were  pitched  and  religious 
services  held  the  same  evening.  In  a  few  days 
huts  were  erected,  which  in  a  short  time  be- 
came substantial  cabins.  Two  rows  were  built, 
one  on  each  side  of  a  street  four  rods  wide; 
each  lot  having  a  front  of  about  fifty  feet.  A 
rude  chapel  was  built  and  first  occupied  on 
November  5th  of  that  year.  Later  additional 
bretliT'i'H  fi'om  Detroit  and  the  Ohio  district, 
and  niany  of  their  former  Indian  converts, 
^atiiered  at  this  place,  which  was  given  the 
n.T.ue  of  (.ianadenhutten  (tents  of  grace),  a 
favorite  name  of  the  Moravians.  In  Moravian 
history  the  place  is  usually  referred  to  as  New 
Ganadenhiitten,  to  distinguish  it  from  other 
plaws  ill  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
heun  i;i\'en  tiiis  name.  The  increase  by  the 
eiiiifrratiuTi  of  the  Christian  Delawares  and  by 
liirth  and  a  fou'  converts  made  among  the 
.\lielii,u'iiii  Indians  was  such  that  toward  the 
('lose  of  1785  tln>re  were  probably  something 
like  13-5  or  14(1  members  of  the  colony.  De- 
iVyster  had  supplied  them  with  unusual  liber- 
ality until  they  themselves  had  been  able  to 
harve.st  sufficient  to  provide  themselves  with 
all  necessary  provisions.  Hxmting  and  fishing 
in  the  vieinit.v  of  the  village  were  excellent 
and  the  second  summer  enabled  them  to  raise 
quite  substantial  harvests.  Sugar  making  was 
undertaken  in  its  season  and  the  Indians  made 
canoes,  baskets,  brooms,  bowls,  ladles  and 
other  similar  articles,  for  which  a  ready  mar- 
ket was  found  in  Detroit,  the  merchants  of 
Detroit  being  very  liberal  and  ready  to  deal 
upon  favorable  terms.  The  Indians  also  boiled 
out  some  excellent  salt  from  salt  licks  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  winter  of  1783-4  was  ter- 
ribly severe,  the  old  settlers  in  Detroit  telling 
the  Mora\'ian8  that  they  had  never  seen  the 
snow  so  deep,  being  five  feet  on  the  level.  This, 
together  with  a  partial  failure  of  the  com 
crop  the  preceding  year,  caused  great  suffer- 
ing among  the  Moravians,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  work  of  the  Indians,  who  killed  many 
deer,  starvation  would  have  stared  them  in 
the  face. 

The  colony  received  the  encouragement  and 
assistance  of  the  successive  commandants  at 
Detroit— Major  DePeyster,  John  Hay  and 
Major  Ancrum.  They,  however,  succeeded  in 
making  very  little  impression  upon  the 
surrounding     Chippewa     Indians,     although 


friendly  relations  were  maintiiined^a  remark- 
able thing  for  a  piom-ef  town.  When  the 
Chippewas  learned  the  wai'  had  ended  they 
innnedately  began  claiiiiijis'  that  the  Moravians 
were  to  remain  there  only  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  to  suggest  the  removal  of  the 
mission.  The  Moravinns,  however,  were  able 
to  obtain  an  extension  uf  lliiir  stny  for  an- 
other year,  and  ill  till ■  m  .■■  ■ '  m  li  -,111  to  con- 
sider what   point    till;.    -Ii I'l  ui'ate   to. 

Hesitating  about  puttiiiL;  in  .\uy  l;ir.m' amount 
of  crops  in  the  smnmei'  of  1785,  for  fear  that 
they  would  not  receive  the  benefit  of  them 
upon  their  removal,  they  were  assured  by 
Major  Ancrum  and  John  Askin  that  a  sale 
would  be  found  for  any  produels  lliat  they 
desired  to  sell  in  the  s|iri(i{r.  Tlun-  put  in 
their  crops,  and  eontijiued  thi'ir  work  to  the 
last,  and  after  Jiving  in  abundance  during  the 
winter  of  1785-6,  they  found  themselves  with 
sutflcient  wares  and  crops  on  hand,  which, 
when  purchased  by  Ancrum  and  Askin,  as 
they  had  promised,  left  the  Sloravians  not 
only  with  enough  to  pay  their  debts,  but  with 
a  comfortable  balance  for  future  use.  On 
Thursday,  April  20,  1786,  final  religious  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  chapel ;  and,  loading  the 
canoes,  they  sorrowfull.v  paddled  down  the 
river  and  lake  to  Detroit,  where  two  sailing 
vessels  were  furnished  them  by  Askin,  in 
which  they  proceeded  to  Cuyahoga  River,  on 
whose  banks  they  remained  for  a  short  time 
and  aftenvards  proceeded  to  (Chatham,  Can. 

Their  improvements  on  the  Clinton  Biver 
were  purchased  by  Major  Ancrum  and  John 
Askin  for  the  sum  of  $450,  and  by  Askin's 
iniliience  they  also  obtained  salts  at  good 
prices  for  their  canoes  and  other  wares.  These 
improvements  consisted  of  more  than  twenty 
houses,  with  many  outbuildings,  together  with 
the  cultivated  land,  which  was  estimated  as 
forty  acres,  and  also  it  is  presumed  the  inter- 
est that  the  Moravians  had  in  the  road  which 
in  1785  was  laid  out  between  the  settlement 
and  Detroit.  This  was  a  straight  road  from 
New  Uanadenhutten  to  Tremble's  mill  on  Con- 
ner's Creek  (then  Trembl4's  Creek),  and  was 
the  first  wagon  road  made  in  the  interior  of 
Michigan,  and  described  in  the  Moravian  jour- 
nal as  "twenty-three  miles  and  a  lialf  from 
our  town  to  Detroit,  straight  through  the 
bush."  These  purchases  by  Askin  and  An- 
cnim  led  later  to  a  controversy  between  their 
grantees  and  the  Conner  family  for  the  title 
of  the  land  on  which  the  Moravian  settlement 
had  been  located,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
touched  upon  later. 

The  only  family  of  the  Moravian  settlement 
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■who  did  not  leaw  in  the  spriiii:  of  1786  was 
tliL-  Richard  Conni.T  family,  who  cither  be- 
cause of  his  increasing  age  or  because,  as  has 
bwn  soiiietiiiieM  reported,  some  of  his  children 
Awrc  wtill  Indian  captives,  or  possibly  from 
iiii'i'e  iiflVftion  for  the  home  he  had  started 
in  the  wildi'rnL'ss,  declined  to  accompany  his 
white  hiH'threii,  and  remained  among  the  In- 
dians, who  afterwards  proved  such  friends  of 
his  family.  Richard  Conner  was  one  of  two 
brothers  who  escaped  from  Ireland  about 
1744,  when  little  more  than  a  mere  boy.  By 
his  enerjn',  industry  and  perseverance  he  had 
acquired  at  PainsviUe  Ohio,  what  m  those 
da^s  WIS  considered  quite  a  piopeit^  In  his 
buMiiess  ti  idnv  "lih  the  Indians  he  had 
kamedthit  i"hit(  ^ul  wasa  piisonci  among 
thru  till"  tin  '^Iiumkis  and  attii  negotia- 
li  n  111    I  til     pnidnsi    nf  b  1   fiom  the 

li         11         _i  M      )h!s  _iil    Miss  M\ers,  had 

I      Imh    ilmut  t.mi    Mais  old  on 

III  I  II  (uili  I  1  Knu  HI  M  inland  ajid 
bion_ht  u]»  iiiLon„  tin  Intli  ins  is  then  slave. 
Inditioii  ha-i  it  that  a  pait  of  thi  igreenient 
foi  hei  sale  was  that  then  oldest  child  should 
hi  allowed  to  become  <t  inembLi  of  the  Indian 
tribe,  and  that  as  a  consequence  James  Con- 
ner, when  a  year  old,  was  adopted  by  the  In- 
dian chief  and  brought  up  aiuonjr  the  tribe, 
whose  life  he  learned  to  love,  and  whose  habits 
be  largely  adopted.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
the  parents  afterward  succeeded  in  persuad- 
intr  the  chief  to  give  up  the  child  and  with 
equal  difficulty  that  they  reconciled  the  child 
to  the  white  man's  life.  Indeed  during  all  of 
his  life  James  Conner  seems  to  have  found 
TiidJau  wa.vs  quite  if  not  more  congenial  than 
were  those  of  his  more  civilized  brothel's.  It 
was  while  sicekiiig  this  son  amoiii;'  the  Indians 
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niul  Lh...  iTli;^ioiis  atmosjilKTe  about  the 
sioii,  they  cast  their  fortiuies  with  them  in 
about  1775,  or.  as  some  give  it,  1778.  They 
were  with  them  at  the  time  ivhen  in  1781  tliey 
were  sub.jected  to  the  f<irccd  mai'ch  to  San- 
dusky River  un.k-r  tlu'  diivi-tioii  of  liiity.  and 
suffered  in  I'oiinnon  wilh  ttie  tvsl  of  tlie  .Mora- 
vians the  hardshijis  and  uutrayvs  of  that  dis- 
graeefni  chapter  of  our  history.  It  is  prob- 
able, then,  tijat  their  children  were  scattered 
among  the  Indians,  for  it  is  certain  that  for  a 
long  time,  even  after  they  came  to  New  Gan- 
adenhutteu.  they  were  engaged  in  efforts  to  re- 
cover their  children  and  finall.v  succeeded  in 
one  by  one  )>r(ieuring  their  vansoni  from  the 
riuiians  through  the  I'fforts  of  the  :\roravian 


converts.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  day  when  the  Conners  reached  the  Clin- 
ton River,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  came 
in  1783,  as  about  that  time  some  of  the  young 
men  from  the  Ohio  mission  visited  the  mission 
here  and,  reporting  their  comfortable  circum- 
stances, some  forty-three  of  the  additional 
members  came  on.  On  December  16th  of  1783 
there  was  born  to  Jlr.  Conner  and  his  wife 
their  youngest  child  and  only  daughter,  Sus- 
anna, afterwards  the  wife  of  Elisha  Harring- 
ton, who  tivi'  djiys  later  was  baptized  at  the 
Moravian  mission.  She  was  probably  the  first 
child  born  in  tliis  country,  both  of  whose  par- 
ents spoke  tile  Knglish  language.  Among  the 
Moravian  records  it  appears  that  in  the  spring 
of  1783  "some  Indian  brethren  went  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  help  block  otit  his  house 
for  M  ^vhite  man,  whfi  wishes  to  settle  there, 
and  inviteii  tlieiu."  This  was  undoubtedly 
"Wiliiiim  Tucker  in  Tlan'isiio.  Richard  Con- 
ner's liiiiKe  in  tlii;  .Moravian  settlement  was 
not  included  in  the  purcha.sc  from  the  Jlora- 
vians  to  Askin  and  Ancrum,  and  he  continued 
to  live  there  until  his  death,  April  17,  1808. 
His  four  sons,  James,  John,  William  and 
Henry,  were  each  awarded  private  claims,  on 
the  strength  of  their  father's  possession. 
Claim  No.  138,  which  included  portions  of 
the  Butler,  Trufant  and  Xuimeley  farms,  was 
awarded  to  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Richard 
Conner,  and  the  claim  lying  nest  west  thereof, 
628,  was  awarded  to  .Margaret  Conner,  the 
widow  of  Richard  Connei-.  This  claim  is  de- 
scribed as  bounded  in  front  by  a  small  creek 
commonly  known  as  "liig  Run."  This  must 
have  been  what  was  afterwards  known  as  Har- 
rington's Creek.  Claim  546,  lying  north  of  the 
main  river  and  we.st  of  the  north  branch,  was 
awarded  to  Henry  Conner.  This  included  the 
Diii-kwity.,  Sehultz,  Wolf  and  Devantier  farms 
and  ran  a].)r)g  llie  south  branch  around  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Diener.     In  December, 

1808,  seven  or  eight  acres  were  cultivated  and 
a  dwelling  and  stillhouse  were  erected  on  the 
premises.  North  of  this  claim  and  west  of  the 
north  branch,  and  including  the  Little.  Cou- 
lon,  C.  Dittriek  and  Dunham  farms,  claim  610 
was  awarded  to  John  Conner.     In  January, 

1809,  about  four  acres  had  been  cultivated, 
inclosed  and  a  grist  mill  erected  on  this  place. 
Across  the  river  and  including  the  Hacker, 
Rowley  and  Little  farms,  claim  numbered  136 
was  awarded  to  James  Conner,  the  oldest  son 
of  Richard  Conner,  This  was  the  claim  to 
which,  after  the  war  of  1812,  James  returned. 
He  held  this  farm  until  about  1835,  when  he 
fn\(\  it  to  Ijittle  in  part  and  in  part  to  Welts, 
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lieiiry  Conner,  the  youngest  son  of  Richard 
Conner,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential men  among  the  Indians  in  this  section 
and  was  for  years  Indian  paymaster.  He  has 
been  described  as  a  man  of  great  strength,  be- 
ing six  feet  four  inches  tall,  a  large  frame  and 
straight,  athletic  figure.  It  was  after  him  that 
the  creek  now  known  as  Conner's  Creek  is 
now  named,  and  on  its  bank  he  built  a  large 
home,  then  recognized  as  the  largest  house  out- 
side of  Detroit.  He  married  Therese,  the  sis- 
ter of  Gazet  Tremble,  of  Milk  River  Point.  He 
was  a  personal  friend  and  confidential  adviser 
of  General  Cass.  His  oldest  son  was  John  H. 
Conner,  for  many  years  a  prominent  merchant 
in  Mount  Clemens,  familiarly  spoken  of  as 
Jack  Conner,  Of  him  and  his  wife,  Josephine, 
there  are  several  descendants  still  living  in 
this  locality.  Two  other  sons  of  Henry  Con- 
ner, William  and  Andrew  Conner,  were  em- 
ployees of  the  American  Pur  Company,  and 
died  in  the  West.  Another  son,  Benjamin,  died 
within  the  past  few  years  in  Lake  Superior 
country.  Mrs.  Margaret  Thelen.  Mrs.  Ther- 
esa Handley,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  ( William ) 
Chapaton  of  Detroit  were  daughters.  Susanna, 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Conner,  whose  birth 
is  mentioned  above,  lived  most  of  her  life  at 
or  near  Frederick,  and  died  there  in  1848, 
Her  husband,  Elisha  Harrington,  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  peace  up<m  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  January  20,  1818,  and  a 
few  months  later  appointed  one  of  the  associ- 
ate judges  of  the  county  court.  They  were 
the  parents  of  Henry  Harrington  (born  1809 
and  died  at  the  Clinton  homestead  in  1874) , 
for  a  great  many  years  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  the  locality.  Mrs.  William  S.  Don- 
aldson of  Mount  Clemens  is  a  grandchild. 
Henry  Harrington,  Jr.,  who  until  within  a 
few  years  was  a  rodent  of  Clinton,  and 
John  Harrington,  who  died  at  Mount  Clemens 
about  1877,  were  also  gi'andchildren. 

The  territory  occupied  by  the  Moravian  set- 
tlement was  included  in  private  claim  No.  137, 
claim  for  which  was  filed  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  Richard  Conner  by  James 
Conner,  administrator.  Only  formal  proofs 
of  possession  and  improvement  were  put  in 
by  the  testimony  of  Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.,  and 
Augustin  Langdon.  This  claim  was  bonnded 
on  one  side  by  "Old  Meridian  Road,"  re- 
ferring undoubtedly  to  the  Moravian  Road. 
Major  Ancrum  also  put  in  a  claim  to  the  same 
territory  under  his  purchase  from  the  Mora- 
vians. The  interest  of  John  Askin  had  been 
sold  to  Isaac  Todd  and  James  McGill,  and 
considerable  testijnony  was  taken  in  connec- 


tion with  their  claims.  WiiliaTii  Dowler  swore 
that  in  1786  he  rented  part  of  this  tract  from 
Mr.  Askin  and  for  two  years  cultivated  alxiut 
sixteen  acres.  That  he  left  it  in  possession  of 
John  Corawall,  Askin 's  agent;  that  more  than 
forty  acres  were  under  cultivation  by  differ- 
ent tenants  of  Askin.  Christian  Clemens 
swore  that  Wittaness,  the  Indian  chief,  and 
his  band  were  living  in  the  houses  of  the  Mo- 
ravian town  in  1799  and  continued  to  for  five 
or  six  years;  that  at  the  same  time  Richard 
Conner  was  living  on  the  lower  part  of  ttie 
town,  having  a  dwelling  house,  a  barn  and 
some  ten  or  twelve  acres  under  cultivation; 
that  he  continued  to  live  there  until  bis  death, 
since  which  time  his  widow  and  heirs  have  oc- 
cupied the  same.  Jacques  Lozon,  whose  name 
we  have  already  seen  in  connection  with  claim 
604,  swore  that  he  recalled  the  time  (vhen  the 
Moravians  with  their  Delaware  Indians  were 
living  on  the  premises;  that  Wittaness  had 
lived  in  tlie  village  and  cultivated  the  land  in 
and  near  the  same  for  many  years  prior  to 
and  several  years  after  July.  1796.  That 
WittanEss  informed  witness  of  Mr.  Askin 's 
ownership  of  the  land;  that  in  about  179.^ 
one  McNift',  a  surveyor,  came  up  the  river  with 
his  interpreter,  Sanascrainte,  and  told  tlie  wit- 
ness that  they  were  going  to  survey  the  land, 
by  ilr.  Askin's  order,  which  they  did,  being 
helped  by  the  Indians;  that  some  twenty  or 
thirty  acres  were  under  cultivation  and  inclos- 
ed in  several  spots,  and  that  some  twenty  or 
twenty-five  cabins  and  houses  were  built  there- 
on. The  affidavit  of  John  Asliin,  Sr.,  was  of- 
fered in  evidence,  relating  that  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  Moravian  ministers, 
he  purchased  for  him.self  and  Ancrum,  their 
improvements,  paying  the  Moravian  minis- 
ters and  the  Moravian  Indians  each  !^200.(KI 
and  one  John  Bull  $50.00  and  that  at  the 
time  the  improvements  consisted  of  more  than 
twenty  houses  and  many  outbuildings :  that 
for  himself  and  Ancrum  he  afterwards  pur- 
chased of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  eleven  of 
their  principal  chiefs  signing  the  convey- 
ance, the  soil  on  which  the  improvejnents 
were  made,  paying  the  Indians  a  valuable 
consideration.  He  also  claimed  to  have 
home  the  expense  of  laying  out  the  road 
to  the  Detroit  settlement  through  the  woods, 
being  assisted  somewhat  by  the  Moravian  In- 
dians; that  after  the  Moravians  left,  he  and 
Ancrum  employed  Cornwall  to  go  and  take 
charge  of  the  purchase  and  that  Dolar,  Ames. 
Weston  and  others  were  there  as  their 
tenants;  upon  their  leaving  he  obtained 
Wittaness,    a    Chippewa    chief,    to    act    as 
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cai'etiikiT,  who  promised  to  hold  and 
cultivate  the  property,  and  to  prevent 
the  encroachments  thereon  by  others,  and 
particularly  by  Richard  Conner  of  whom  Wit- 
taness  frequently  complained.  That  Witta- 
iiess  remained  in  possession  until  his  death 
about  1804 ;  that  ten  pounds  per  annum  were 
paid  to  the  Indians  for  their  care  of  the  prop- 
erty ;  that  they  had  caused  the  lands  to  be  sur- 
veyed at  the  expense  of  twenty-four  pounds 
besides  fnrnisbiiifr  luen  and  provisions;  that 
he,  Askin  had  sold  his  half  of  the  land  and  im- 
provements to  Todd  and  McGill,  then  mer- 
chants residing  in  Montreal  for  the  sum  of  six- 
teen hundred  pounds.  New  York  currency.  It 
ai)pears  that  Askin  and  his  son  with  John 
Cornwall  had  also  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
Chippewas  of  a  Ntrip  twenty-four  miles  long 
by  two  leagues  Avidc,  tme  league  on  each  side 
of  the  nioraviaij  Road. 

Judged  iit  tliis  distance  and  from  the  mea- 
ger resuiiic  of  the  testimony  it  would  seem  that 
the  Askin-Ancruni  claim  was  far  better  sus- 
tained than  that  of  the  Richard  Conner  heirs, 
but  the  Indian  deeils  produced  by  Askin  were 
probably  a  d('tnni<>nt  I'atlu'r  tlian  an  assistance 
to  hhii.  It  js  likclv,  liowi'viM',  th;it  tlio  disfavor 
with  Hbi('li  Askin  u-as  r.-anlcd  by  Uw  Amer- 
icans at  Ihal  liujL'  had  soiiietliing  to  do  with 
the  i-ejection  of  these  claims  of  his  grantees. 
A  conspiracy  aft'ectinff  Michigan  was  formed 
by  Askin  with  his  son,  Richard  Pattei-son,  the 
RolH'rt'^nnH.  :\lcXiff.  Riiland  and  several  othei's 
who  liad  lieeii  |iL'oiiiiiioiit  in  Detroit  under  the 
liriti-li  I'o^iiiH'.  ami  who  remaining  faithful  to 
the  English  had  I'etired  across  the  river,  tak- 
ing up  their  residence  chiefly  at  Maiden,  now 
Amherstburg.  They  planned  to  secure  con- 
trol of  the  territory  by  obt-aining  the  purchase 
of  all  the  land,  and  desired  to  impress  upon  the 
luiuds  of  Congressmen  that  no  rehance  could 
he  placed  upon  peaceful  disposition  of  the 
Indians,  and  that  these  former  Detroit  mer- 
chants were  the  only  persons  who  could  con- 
trol them.  Just  how  far  the  above  named  par- 
ties were  involved  in  the  plan,  it  is  of  course 
impossible  to  determine,  but  a  company  of 
which  the  two  Askins,  William  and  David 
Robertson  were  menibers,  was  organized 
with  proposed  stock  of  forty-one  shares.  A 
large  number  of  these  shares  were  turned  over 
to  one  Allen  of  Vermont  and  one  Randall  of 
Philadelphia  to  be  used  with  the  members  of 
Congress  really  as  bribes.  Several  of  the  Con- 
gressmen were  applied  to,  and  finally  exposed 
the  conspiracy  on  the  floor  of  the  house.  The 
belief  that  would  naturally  arise  that  probably 
the  attempted  purchase  of  the  Moravian  tract. 


together  with  the  efforts  to  obtain  Indian 
deeds  for  so  much  of  the  surrounding  country, 
were  probably  a  part  of  the  working  out  of 
this  conspiracy,  may  possibly  have  prejudiced 
the  commissioners  in  considering  these  claims. 

Probably  connected  at  least  tentatively  with 
this  scheme  was  another  purchase  from  the 
Indians  which  if  it  had  been  recognized,  would 
have  affected  a  large  portion  of  this  county. 

In  February,  1797,  an  agreement  was  signed 
by  six  of  the  Chippewa  chiefs  by  their  totems 
and  by  James  May,  Patrick  McNiffi  and  Jacob 
Ilarsou,  By  this,  the  Indians  gave  to  May 
and  his  associates,  land  lying  on  the  northwest 
side  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  commencing  at  a  stake 
and  stones  at  the  Bank  of  the  lake  seventy 
chains  east  of  the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek ;  run- 
ning thence  northwesterly  by  a  line  of  marked 
trees  a  distajiee  of  twenty-five  miles;  thence 
west  by  a  line  of  niarked  trees  iintil  six  miles 
west  of  all  llie  forks  of  the  North  Branch  of 
the  River  Huron;  thence  .southwesterly  by  a 
line  of  marked  trees  keeping  six  miles  from 
said  north  branch  iintil  it  intersects  the  liiie 
run  due  west  from  said  North  Branch,  which 
line  is  the  northerly  boundary  of  a  tract  of 
land  granted  to  Jobii  Askin  and  others;  thence 
east  on  said  line  ti)  the  Xorth  Branch;  thence 
easterly  on  the  line  of  nmrked  trees  to  the 
southwest  cornel-  of  Benaek  tract;  thence 
northeastei'ly  on  the  line  of  marked  trees  on 
saitl  Bemiek  tract,  to  the  rear  of  a  small  tract 
granted  to  Henry  'I'ucker;  thence  east  to  Lake 
St.  Clair ;  thence  north  and  easterly  along  the 
Lake  to  the  place  of  beginning.  It  is  of  eoui'se 
now  impossible  tit  determine  exactly  what  por- 
tion of  the  county  would  be  covered  by  this, 
but  it  is  evident  that  a  large  part  of  the  north 
part  of  the  county  would  have  been  claimed. 
At  the  same  time  May  and  his  associates  gave 
back  to  the  Indians  an  agreement  to  pay  to 
the  chiefs  or  any  tliree  of  them  the  sum  of 
One  Hiindred  Dollars  or  its  equivalent  in 
clothing  or  other  necessaries  yearly  for  a  pe- 
I'iod  of  ten  years  commencing  with  the  year 
1800.  "Provided  the  said  tract  and  every 
part  thereof  be  confirmed  to  us  by  and  under 
the  Govennnent  of  the  United  States."  They 
also  promised  to  deliver  to  the  Indians  "every 
year  for  thirty  years,  a  half  bushel  of  Indian 
com  for  every  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  that 
may  be  improved  on  said  tract,  and  every  year 
from  thence  forward  to  the  full  term  of  960 
years,  one  quart  of  com  for  every  such  farm 
that  may  be  ou  said  tract,  should  the  same  be 
lawfully  demanded."  The  policy  of  the  Amer- 
cian  Government  of  refusing  to  recognize  the 
Indian  deeds  as  of  any  validity,  together  with 
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tie  exposure  of  their  plans  in  Congress,  re- 
sulted in  the  complete  failure  of  the  Hcheme, 
which,  if  it  had  been  successful,  would  prob- 
ably have  resulted  in  the  whole  northwest  hav- 
ing remained  a  British  province,  or  at  least 
ill  causing  a  long  delay  in  the  Americanizing 
of  Michigan,  so  that  it  might  become  the 
prosperous  American  state  it  did. 

After  the  foregoing  material  had  been  pre- 
pared, the  writer  was,  through  the  kindness 
of  Henry  H.  Steeveiis  given  access  to  material 
prepared  by  him  touching  the  Moravian  settle- 
iiK  nt  and  some  ori,j;inal  documents  in  his  pos- 
S(.-,sion  This  mateiial  confirmed  the  facts  set- 
forth  m  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  Mora- 
inn  settlement  which  was  largely  based  upon 
an  article  piepared  b\  Henry  A.  Ford  and 
published  m  tht  Detroit  Tribune  some  twenty 
\  IIS  I  All  Stteiens  also  kindly  allowed 
tl  I  I  t  li  f<u  publication  in  connection 
itli  till  lilt  i\  I  copv  of  a  letter  written  by 
tl  M  I  i\  11  11  issionaiies  to  Major  Ancrum, 
th  oiijiidl  of  wIikIi  is  m  the  possession  of 
(  "M  Burton  of  Dctioit  If  the  same  has  been 
I  ublished  before  the  wiiter  is  unable  to  as- 
Ltrtim  that  fact  The  letter  is  of  particular 
interest  as  showing  the  sittiation  of  the  Mo- 
1  i\ians  their  relations  with  the  Indians  here- 
about then  claims  to  the  improvements,  but 
not  m  the  land  on  which  they  were  located, 
J  nd  as  well  tht  geneial  spirit  of  meekness  and 
'ood  will  which  pei^adcd  all  of  their  actions. 
The  letter  is  here  set  forth  verbatim  and  was 
addressed  to  "William  Ancrum,  !\Iii.ior.  Com- 
mandant, etc.,  at  Detroit. 
„.  River  Huron,  Febry.  26th,  17Su, 

It  may  not  be  unknown  to  you,  that  we  the 
Mis.sionaries,  now  Living  on  the  River  Huron 
were  towards  the  End  of  the  last  War  taken 
and  <;arried  with  the  Christian  Indians  belong- 
ing to  Us  to  Sandusky.  "We  were  from  thence 
called  into  Detroit,  where  in  a  CounciD,  the 
Warriors  present,  our  cause  was  tried,  and  We 
honoiirably  acquitted,  after  which,  Major,  now 
Col.  DePeyster  furnished  us  with  Necessary's 
and  a  jiass  to  return  and  Live  with  our  In- 
dians in  Peace,  but  finding  soon  after  that  our 
Life  was  in  Danger,  he  in  the  Spring  following 
sent  for  Us  to  come  into  Detroit.  We  lived 
formerly  on  the  River  Muskingum,  where  we 
had  for  Years  together  enjoyed  Peace  on  all 
sidea.  We  had  Three  large  Villages,  and  thro 
Industry  our  Indians  were  so  far  advanced, 
that  they  hardly  knew  or  remembered  of  any- 
thing they  wanted.  Large  and  compleat 
dwelling  Houses,  with  furniture;  a  groat 
Number  of  Horses;   upwards  of  200  Cattle: 


besides  some  hundreds  of  Hogg's,  with  the 
Corn  on  the  Ground  ripe  for  Harvest,  amount- 
ing at  a  moderate  computation  to  5000 
bushel,  were  either  Destroyed  there,  or  after- 
wards lost.  A  few  Days  after  our  arrival  at 
Detroit,  Col.  De  Peyster  consulted  our  welfare, 
and  wished  with  Us,  to  see  Us  settled  with  our 
Indians  again,  that  they  might  further  be  In- 
structed in  the  Gospel  way.  He  first  proposed 
to  Us,  to  return  over  the  Lake  to  where  our 
Indians  was,  and  promised  every  assistance 
in  hia  Power,  but  we  being  too  sensible,  that 
the  same  People  who  were  the  cause  of  our 
Destruction  were  still  residing  among  the  In- 
dians, and  of  whom  we  had  good  reason  to 
believe,  wishetl  rather  the  Indians  might  re- 
main as  they  was,  than  to  be  converted  or 
civilised,  would  always  be  ready  to  do  Us  any 
Mischieffi  which  lay  in  their  Power.  The  Col. 
believing  the  Aprehention  we  were  under  not 
to  be  groundless,  proposed  next:  That  We 
and  our  Indians  should  settle  down  the  River, 
either  on  an  Island,  or  any  other  place  which 
might  suit  Us  best,  but  as  objections  were 
made,  the  Island  being  to  heai-y  Timbered,  and 
the  War  path  passing  by  the  other  places,  he 
at  length  consulted  the  Chibbuway  Chieffs, 
and  it  was  agreed  upon  between  them,  that  We 
might  Live  on  their  land  on  this  River  untill 
Peace  should  be  made,  then  to  return  again 
wherever  we  chose.  He  then  sent  Speeches  to 
our  Indians,  at  and  about  the  Shawnee  Towna 
to  invite  them  in,  and  after  the  arrival  of  the 
first,  informed  them  of  the  whole  matter.  We 
then  accordingly  went  with  those  Indians  in 
search  of  a  place,  and  pitched  upon  the  spot 
We  now  live  on,  which  was  an  entire  Wilder- 
ness, We  began  the  Work  on  our  Improve- 
ment the  26th  July,  1782,  and  have  continued 
so  untiU  the  present  Day,  in  which  time  we, 
with  our  Indians,  have  built  a  small  Village 
consisting  of  27  log  Houses,  besides  some  Sta- 
bles, out  Cellars,  and  smaller  Buildings.  We 
have  cleared  Lands  in  different  places  about 
the  Village,  made  fences  ect :  m  that  it  appears 
to  Us  to  be  a  Valuable  Improvement  at  which, 
if  it  suited  our  Destination,  we  could  now  live 
contentedly  and  more  at  ease.  But  we,  being 
sent  by  the  Bishops  of  our  Church  to  rt«ide 
near  the  Dellaware  Nation,  to  continue  to  In- 
struct them  in  the  Gospel,  as  We  had  done  this 
Thirty  Years  past,  finding  this  not  to  be  the 
proper  place,  that  Nation  being  so  far  distant. 
and  they  not  inclined  to  change  a  good  hunt- 
ing ground  for  a  worse,  neither,  that  the  one 
half  of  the  Indians  belonging  to  Us  have  jet  on 
this  present  Day  joined  Us  on  this  very  ac- 
count.   And  moreover.  \V,;  hiiviiii!  foinid.  that 
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the  (.'liibljawiivK  Iiocoiik.'  more  and  more  Un- 
easy that  We  stay  liere  so  long  on  their  Land 
after  the  Peace.  And  that  our  Indians,  whoom 
they  call  expert  lIiiDters.  destroy  all  their 
tiaiiie.  We  therefore,  have  at  length  ri'solved 
to  jro  to  our  former  place,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose acquaint  Yon  of  it.  But  at  the  same 
time  A¥e  hcg  leave  to  ask  a  favour  of  You, 
which  is  r  to  sell  onr  Improvement.  We  do 
not  speak  of  selling;  the  Land.  The  Chibba- 
ivays  have  freqnently  told  Us  that  it  belonged 
to  them,  and  to  nobody  cLse.  We  only  mention 
the  Improvement,  in  which  a  vast  of  Labour 
is  sunk.  We  nnderstaTid,  that  a  number  of 
French  intend  to  take  possession  of  our 
Houses  and  Labour,  without  siving  us  the 
least  satisfaction,  i)iit  wu  lidieve  it  to  be  far 
from  the  approbati(m  of  a  ('oiiuiianding  Offi- 
cer to  see  Us  sewed  in  such  a  jnanner.  We 
rather  l)e]ieve  that  You  will  direct  inatters  so 
that  -Justice  may  be  done  I's  in  that  respect. 
And  we  are  persuadeil.  couUi  you  but  take  a 
view  of  this  our  Improvement,  You  would 
readily  acknowledyre,  that  we  justly  descT've 
Bometiiinjj'  for  it. 

We  therefore  most  humbly  pi'csent  this 
Petition  to  you,  confident  of  receiving  from 
Yon  a  favourable  Answer, 

We    b('<r    yet    to    mention  that   Necessity 
presses  us  jirwitly  to  sucii  a  request,  for  it  is 
hard  to  hcjrin  ii-aiti  with  emptv  hand. 
Writtni  Mild  siiriuHl  l>y 
Sir 

Your  most  Oliedt 
and  JIumhl  Servants 

DaV.   JjElSBKKtiKE 

John  IIkckenwei-dek 

Wl1.U.\M    EnWABDS 

and  in  behalf  of      (George  Yoitnoman 

(0OTTI,OB   LeNSEMAN 

(Micii.vEL  YmiNG,  absent, 
and  ill  the  Name  of  the  Ohristian 
Indians  with  T^s. 


It  is  i'oiiimouly  accciited  that  in  about  17!)r>. 
Christian  CIi'iiumi^,  wliili"  with  a  snrveying 
party  midi'r  Lewis  Ca^s  (aflcru-ards  Governor 
and  Senatorl  reachcii  the  site  of  this  viUage. 
The  locality  evidently  attracted  Mr,  Clemens' 
attention,  for  some  time  later,  and  probably 
about  1799,  he  returned  here  and  found  at 
that  time  some  evidences  of  the  country  here- 
about beinir  occupied  and  cultivated.  As 
early  as  17!)7.  sufficient  demand  was  bad  for 


the  product  of  the  distillery  to  justify  John 
Brooks  in  building  one  near  the  present 
site  of  Fluenier's  grist  mill.  The  countrj- 
iucUided  in  the  present  limits  of  Mt,  Clem- 
ens was  like  all  the  rest  in  the  neighborhood 
along  the  river  and  lake,  squatted  upon 
by  parties  who  either  themselves,  or  by  their 
grantees,  afterwards  claimed  title  before 
the  American  Cominissioners,  and  like  the 
private  claims  along  the  lake,  the  most  re- 
liable and  definite  information  eoneerning 
the  earlier  improvements  must  be  obtained 
from  the  testimony  put  in  before  the  Com- 
missioners. As  private  claims  No.  141  and 
139,  541,  17;?  and  542  covered  the  main 
part  of  what  is  jiow  Mt.  Clemens,  a  detailed 
statement  of  these  proofs  may  prove  interest- 
ing. 

Number  141  which  covers  the  part  of  the 
City  lying  between  a  line  drawn  at  right  an- 
gles with  the  river  about  where  the  Avery  An- 
nex and  the  Original  Bath  House  now  stand 
and  Nortli  .\ venue  and  running  as  far  south  as 
the  point  on  the  river  a  little  north  of  where 
Terry  street  would  strike  th('  same  and  run- 
ning as  far  north  as  the  north  line  of  the 
Kerner  farm  on  the  North  Branch  Road,  was 
presented  and  claimed  by  Christian  Clemens 
as  the  assignee  of  John  and  Richard  Conner, 
two  sons  of  the  Richard  Conner  who  came  to 
Fr-i'deriek  with  the  filoraviaus.  The  claim  as 
presented,  was  described  as  "Beginning  at  the 
high  ba]ik  of  said  river  at  a  blazed  black  oak, 
and  running  down  the  said  river  with  the 
meandei-s  tliereof  to  a  small  run  or  marsh 
that  empties  into  said  river,  the  tlistance  not 
exactly  known,  but  supposed  to  be  about  14 
acres  or  arpents,  French  measure :  thence  run- 
ning from  the  mouth  of  this  small  run  or 
marsh  a  nortli  course  40  acres  or  arpents; 
thence  running  in  a  direct  course  across  so  as 
to  intersect  a  line  running  northwest  from  the 
place  of  beginning  at  a  distance  of  40  acres  or 
arpents  from  said  black  oak.  The  whole  tract 
containing  about  500  acres  superflcial  meas- 
ure. It  is  bounded  in  front  by  River  Huron, 
in  rear  by  iinloeated  lands;  on  one  side  by 
lands  claimed  by  Henry  Conner  and  on  the 
other  side  by  lands  now  claimed  by  James  Ab- 
bott, Esquire."  The  blazed  black  oak  referred 
to  above  stood  on  the  high  bank  on  the  land 
now  owned  by  Joseph  Noeker  Estate,  lying 
next  south  of  the  Mt,  Clemens  Brewery  plant 
and  the  line  as  finally  surveyed  ran  northwest- 
erly from  there,  crossing  Gratiot  about  where 
the  New  National  Hotel  now  stands,  and  cross- 
ing Cass,  angling  from  the  Eastman  property 
to  the  Clementine  Bath  House  and  continuing 
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on  the  Siiiiie  line  until  North  avenue  is  struck 
about  opposite  the  property  now  owned  by 
Mrs,  Hiteheoek.  From  here  the  line  ran  di- 
rectly north  up  to  what  is  now  North  avenue. 

Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.  was  sworn  as  a  wit- 
ness and  testified  that  one  John  Conner  was  in 
possession  of  this  claim  before  July  1st,  1796, 
and  had  improved  the  premises.  In  1797  or 
1798,  he  permitted  Nathan  Williams  and 
Jared  Brooks  to  build  a  still  house  on  the 
premises ;  and  that  in  the  year  1801  John  and 
Richard  Connor  sold  to  the  claimant,  who  con- 
tinued in  possession  and  occupation  until  1804 
when  Comparet  left  the  River  Huron  district. 
The  possession  and  oceiipancy  of  the  premises 
by  Mr.  Clemens  from  1804  on  was  proven  by 
Joseph  Robertjean. 

The  still  house  above  referred  to  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  improvement  made  within 
the  present  Uinits  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  was 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  river  just  below 
where  Fluemer's  grist  mill  now  stands.  It  was 
built  about  1797  and  business  was  carried  on 
there  by  Brooks  until  Clemens  and  Wisewell 
eame  and  bought  the  property.  Raw  material 
for  the  distillery  being  scarce,  Wisewell 
brought  in  a  quantity  of  rye  and  distributed  it 
among  the  settlers  for  seed,  to  be  returned 
when  the  harvest  was  gathered.  Some  of  this 
rye  was  sown  by  Edward  Tucker,  one  of  the 
sons  of  William  Tucker,  so  frequently  referred 
to  in  this  history,  and  was  the  first  crop  of  rye 
raised  in  the  county.  Clemens  soon  after  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Wisewell  and  car- 
ried on  the  business.  This  distillery  was  after- 
wards moved  by  Jlr.  Clemens  to  the  lot  now 
occupied  by  the  homestead  of  George  M. 
Crocker,  and  later  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  nearly  opposite  the  place  where  it  was 
first  located.  The  ownership  and  operation 
of  this  enterprise  gave  Mt.  Clemens  the  name 
among  the  Indians  of  "whiskey  nene"  (Whis- 
key Maker) . 

The  tract  lying  nest  west  and  up  the  river 
from  Private  Claim  No.  141  just  traced,  was 
confirmed  to  Henry  Connor  as  private  claim 
No.  139  and  described  in  his  filed  claim  as 
being  12  acres  in  front  on  the  river  and 
bounded  on  the  west  and  rear  sides  by  un- 
locatod  lands  and  on  the  east  by  the  lands  of 
Christian  Clemens.  Proofs  relative  to  this 
claim  were  taken  on  the  day  preceding  the 
establishment  of  claim  141  and  the  witnesses 
sworn  were  Batiste  Comparet,  Jr.,  Augustin 
Langdon  and  James  Connor  and  from  their 
testimony,  it  appears  that  on  July  1st,  1796, 
this  tract  was  in  the  possession  of  one  William 


Dawson,  who  sold  to  Richard  Connor,  who  pos- 
sessed the  same  until  his  death,  but  who  al- 
ways stated  according  to  the  testimony  of 
James  Connor,  his  son  and  administrator,  that 
he  had  given  it  to  his  son,  Henry  Connor,  who, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Langdon  had 
been  in  possession  and  occupation  for  upwards 
of  three  years.  This  tract,  which  extended 
from  the  Clemens  tract  141  w(«terly  to  the  line 
of  Smitli  street  as  the  same  now  is  in  the  city 
and  ran  from  the  river  to  the  north  line  of  the 
Kerner  farm  in  section  two  of  Clinton.  The 
title  to  this  tract  soon  after  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Patterson,  who  received  a  deed  of  tlie 
same  from  the  Government  in  1812,  and  was 
for  many  years  known  as  the  Patterson  tract. 
Some  complications  arose  over  the  ownership 
of  the  property  and  it  was  not  until  the  decree 
was  entered  in  Jime,  1851,  that  Arthur  J. 
Robertson  of  Inverness,  Scotland,  was  in  posi- 
tion to  convey  satisfactory  title.  Undoubtedly 
this  state  of  the  land  title,  prevented  the 
spread  of  the  village  and  its  development 
somewlmt. 

A  narrow  strip  of  laud  lyijig  next  west  of 
private  claim  139  seems  not  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  any  of  these  land  claims,  as  allowed, 
but  in  the  description  of  private  claim  541  ly- 
ing next  west,  this  narrow  strip  is  spoken  of 
as  land  claimed  by  Peter  Donman  and  also 
as  land  claimed  by  Tobias  Newcomer.  If 
either  of  these  men  ever  occupied  the  land  or 
claimed  it,  their  claims  were  not  pressed  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  the  land  office. 

Private  claim  541  was  bounded  on  the  east  by 
a  line  running  back  from  the  river  which  now 
inarks  the  east  line  of  the  Cass  avenue  subdi- 
vision, Moross  addition  and  Eldredge's  second 
addition  to  the  city,  being  one  tier  of  lots  east 
of  Moross  and  Eldredge  Avenues,  and  extend- 
ed westerly  to  the  Hacker  farm  or  the  present 
westerly  city  limits.  The  claim  was  presented 
by  James  Connor,  the  oldest  son  of  Richard 
Connor,  and  Christian  Clemens  and  was  first 
taken  up  by  the  Conuuissioners  December  21st, 
1808,  when  Henry  Connor  was  sworn  and  tes- 
tified to  the  possession  by  John  Chartion  on 
July  1st,  1796,  and  to  his  remaining  there  for 
five  years.  Henry  Tucker  then  took  possession 
and  eontiniied  until  he  sold  the  same  to  the 
claimants,  "who  have  caused  the  same  to  be 
cultivated  every  year  to  this  date ;  about  six 
acres  are  cultivated,  the  house  is  built  and  an 
orchard  planted  thereon. "  At  a  further  bear- 
ing on  February  1st,  1809,  the  deed  of  this 
tract  from  Henry  Tucker  to  Christian  Clem- 
ens  was   presented,   the   deed   bearing   date 
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Warch  4,  1808,  and  the  eonsKlt; ration  named 
beiiig  $100.00. 

The  part  of  Mt.  Clemens  lying  east  of  the 
river  was  included  in  private  claims  No.  173 
and  542,  the  line  between  which  would  strike 
the  river  very  close  to  the  Fulton  Bend  at  a 
point  fixed  in  the  description  of  private  claim 
1730  "a  button  wood  tree  about  one  acre 
above  a  certain  small  creek  that  empties  itself 
into  the  said  river."  Both  of  these  tracts  ap- 
pear to  have  been  first  occupied  and  improved 
by  Edward  Hezell  or  Hazel  who  James  Connor 
swore  had  improved  the  premises  "a  long 
time  previous  t«  July  first,  1796. ' '  The  upper 
claim  No.  542  was  sold  by  Hazel  to  James 
Abbott,  Esq.,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  his  son, 
also  James  Abbott,  who  sold  to  Christian 
Clemens  in  whose  name  the  claim  was  present- 
i'd  and  to  whom  it  was  confirmed.  When  the 
testimony  was  taken  Dec.  21st,  1808,  it  ap- 
peared that  twenty  acres  were  cultivated  and 
the  hoTise  and  stables  Imllt  on  the  premises. 
The  lower  claim  No.  IT:!  xvas  in  jiossession  of 
Hazel  in  1796  and  improvi'd  by  cultivation 
and  the  house  being  built.  Hazel  raised  two 
crops  on  the  land,  and  afterwards  sold  the 
premises  to  James  Abbott,  father  of  the  James 
Abbott  in  whose  name  the  claim  was  presented 
and  to  whom  it  was  confirmed.  It  appeared 
hy  the  testimony  that  Christian  Clemens  had 
for  eight  yeara  cultivated  and  improved  the 
premises  as  the  tenant  of  James  Abbott.  A 
deed  of  this  claim  from  James  Abbott,  Sr.,  to 
his  son  was  put  iu  evidence  in  wliich  the  tract 
was  described  as  follows:  "situate  on  the  south 
southeast  side  of  Kiver  Huron  of  Lake  St. 
(Ilair,  containing  ten  acres  in  breadth  and 
eighty  acres  iu  depth,  the  said  tract  beginning 
;it  an  otter  pond  and  running  up  the  said  river 
a  depth  of  ten  acres."  As  the  east  line  of  this 
claim  as  finally  surveyed  was  the  line  betweeu 
the  Shoemaker  and  Reimold  farms  on  the  river 
I'oiiil.  it  must  '"'  that  the  otter  pond  referred 
til  Wii,-.  tilt'  swiili-  nr  si'tliaclc  through  which  was 
;i1li'f\\nr'(K  iluji'  ll!c  i';iiiiil  now  forming  the 
'■iK'W  L-ut"  of  the  Clinton  River. 

These  five  private  claims  covered  tlie  bulk  of 
the  territory  now  included  in  the  limits  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  while  there  were  probably  more 
improvements  then  (1808)  on  them  than 
might  apx>ear  from  this  testimony,  it  is  likely 
that  they  were  little  more  than  farms,  with 
small  clearings  and  log  cabins  for  the  people 
and  log  shelter  of  a  poor  sort  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  few  cattle  and  horses,  with 
a  trail  or  at  most  a  woods-road  connect- 
ing them  with  each  other.  The  river  was 
probably  depended  upon  for  the  usual  way 


to  and  from  the  farms  to  the  oiitside  world. 
The  Moravian  settlement,  at  Frederick,  and 
the  settlement  down  the  river  about  the 
Tucker  farm  were  both  ahead  of  Mount  Clem- 
ens in  population  and  progress,  while  the  near- 
est point  for  trading  was  at  Detroit  reached 
either  by  canoes  down  the  river  and  lake,  or  by 
the  old  Moravian  or  Meridian  Road  running 
south  from  Frederick. 

The  village  progressed  but  very  little  until 
after  the  war  of  1812.  A  log  house  stood 
at  a  point  near  the  present  pumping  station  of 
the  Original  Bath  Company,  another  built  by 
IMr.  Clemens,  stood  ou  the  comer  of  Front  and 
Market  streets  where  Heine's  store  now  stands 
and  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Burns,  then  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Clemens,  Another  log  house 
stood  across  the  river  from  the  Fluenier  grist 
mill  and  a  second  distillery  had  been  built  up 
the  river  about  where  Paganetti's  lumber  yard 
is  now  located. 

To  get  an  idea  of  the  viUage  at  the  out- 
break of  the  wor  of  1812  one  must  conceive  of 
the  place  as  set  down  in  an  imbroken  forest 
and  made  up  of  the  half  a  dozen  or  more  log 
buildings  above  referred  to.  Each  with  a 
small  clearing  above  them  and  connected  only 
by  a  rambling  road  which  ran  along  the  high 
points,  or  where  a  way  was  found  with  the 
least  obstruction.  The  main  road  was  the  one 
coming  up  the  river  on  the  north  side  and  fol- 
lowing the  high  banks  of  the  river  passed 
through  what  is  now  the  city  and  on  to  the 
Connor  settlement  at  Frederick,  not  along  the 
line  of  the  present  Shelby  Road  or  Cass  ave- 
nue, but  meandering  through  and  striking 
the  river  again  probably  somewhere  near  the 
present  home  of  John  P,  "Wilson.  The  Gratiot 
TurnpiJie  of  course  was  still  decades  away 
and  the  Shelby  Road  still  unthought  of.  There 
was  probably  also  a  road  running  down  the 
river  on  the  east  side  and  striking  the  Detroit 
Road  wliich  was  the  main  thoroughfare  not 
only  for  this  section  but  all  the  settlements  up 
the  lake  and  St.  Clair  River.  The  changes  in 
the  Lake  Shore  and  as  well  the  improvements 
in  other  roads  have  caused  many  modifications 
of  this  Lake  Shore  Road,  but  at  this  time  it 
probably  ran  from  Baltimore  quite  close  to  the 
shores  of  Anchor  Bay  and  Tucker  Bay  and 
came  up  along  the  line  between  private  claims 
144  and  145,  where  now  a  long  lane  separates 
the  farm  of  Morris  Tucker  and  that  of  Louis 
Jobse  until  it  strikes  the  river  road.  Follow 
that  up  to  a  point  above  opposite  the  Reimold 
Farm  where  the  River  was  crossed  by  ford  or 
boat  and  the  present  angling  road  along  the 
sand  ridge  past  the  town  hall  of  Harrison  and 
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the  homo  of  David  Tucker,  was  used  to  reach 
the  road  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake  again  from 
which  point  the  Lake  was  again  closely  fol- 
lowed until  Milk  River  Point  was  reached. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  most  of  the  English 
speaking  settlers  were  compelled  at  one  time  or 
another  to  take  refuge  in  the  Fort  at  Detroit 
to  save  theuiselvis  from  the  assaults  of  the  In- 
dians. Jlembers  of  the  Tucker  family  were 
usually  exempt  from  these  raids  and  also  the 
Connor  family  as  were  a  large  niimber  of  the 
French  settlers,  whom  the  Indians  regarded 
rather  as  allies  than  as  supporters  of  the 
American  Government.  After  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Clemens  and  his  family  returned  to 
Mt.  Clemens.  Mr.  Harrington  and  his  family 
to  Frederick;  Jlr.  John  Connor  and  his  family 
to  his  fann  in  Harrison,  now  the  Reimold 
farm  and  the  w'ork  of  restoring  the  burned 
building  was  begun  with  all  the  energy  early 
settlers  are  proverbially  possessed  of.  From 
this  time  until  about  1818  Mt.  Clemens  pro- 
gressed as  a  country  settlement  without  any 
organization,  but  until  at  least  1817  there  were 
not  many  new  American  settlers.  The  place 
was  ifrequentlv  referred  to  as  "the  High 
Bank  B  g  Sp    ngs        nd  t  n  t    n 

til  th  platt  ng  f  th  h  art  ot  tl  V  11a  e  by 
Ji  Ig     CI  u  n   1S18  tl   t  th     to  -n      a 

fo  all  g  n  th  n  of  Mt  CI  u  n  In 
1818  th  e  w  al  t  lift  fa  n  1  n  th 
Vllag 

At  tl  s  t  a    o  d  Dj,  to  f   n    '^t    U  u 

th  ab     t  t     nt     f  am  1        n  tl     W 

ra  n  'V  Ua  at  win  h  j  nt  a  sa  and  g  t 
mill  had  been  erected  before  the  wai .  Judge 
Clemens  at  this  time,  as  for  many  years  after, 
was  the  most  active  and  influential  resident  of 
the  District. 

It  is  probable  that  it  was  largely  through  his 
influence  that  Governor  Cass  acted  favorably 
upon  the  petition  for  a  new  county  and  on 
January  15th,  1818,  laid  out  Macomb  County 
by  proclamation  as  herein  elsewhere  detailed. 
By  the  same  proclamation,  William  Brown, 
Henry  J.  Hunt  and  Conrad  Ten  Eyck  were 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  County  and  reporting  to  the 
Governor. the  moat  eligible  site  for  a  seat  of 
justice.  The  shrewdness  of  Judge  Clemens 
was  again  apparent  when  these  Commissioners 
reported  as  the  most  favorable  site, ' '  The  town 
of  Mt,  Clemens  recently  laid  out  upon  the 
farm  of  Christian  Clemens,  Esquire,"  a  point 
well  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory laid  out  for  this  County.  Judge  Clemens 
was  not  lacking  in  either  liberality  or  energy, 
for  it  appears  that  he  had  already  conveyed 


for  the  use  of  the  County  a  plot  of  land  select- 
ed by  the  Commissioners  for  a  court  house  and 
county  jail,  and  had  given  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  County,  his  obligation  for  work,  money 
and  materials  that  might  be  required  for  the 
erection  of  a  public  building.  The  outcome  of 
his  efforts  was  a  proclamation  made  by  Gover- 
nor Cass  March  11th,  1818,  establishing  the 
town  of  Mt.  Clemens  as  the  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county  of  Macomb.  The  following  month, 
April  8th,  the  County  was  divided  into  town- 
ships again  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor. 
All  the  part  of  the  County  lying  south  of  a 
line  drawn  due  west  from  Swan  Creek  was  to 
form  one  township  called  Huron,  and  the  part 
lying  north  of  that  line,  to  be  loiown  as  St. 
Clair.  May  5th  of  1818  the  sum  of  $400.00 
was  appropriated  by  the  Governor,  and  Judges 
of  the  territory  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  court 
house  and  gaol  for  the  County  of  Macomb. 

"The  town  of  Mt.  Clemens  recently  laid 
out"  by  Christian  Clemens  was  a  town  bound- 
ed by  the  river,  Market  street.  Cherry  street 
and  the  Patterson  Tract  above  referred  to,  be- 
ing a  line  running  from  near  the  foot  of  Terry 
street  northwesterly  to  Cherry  street  directly 
ba  1  f  the  Fenton  house.  It  wiU  be  seen  this 
1 1  ited  the  heart  of  the  present  city.  It 
a  de  up  of  seven  blocks  besides  the  eourt- 
i  IS  square  and  laid  off  in  lots  mostly  of  six- 
t  b  linety  feet.  The  Street  now  known  as 
\  w  Street  does  not  appear  on  this  plat  and 
tl  t  eet,  so  far  as  that  portion  of  it  within 
th  1  mits  of  this  original  plat  is  concerned, 
I  an  a  street  merely  by  use,  and  probably 
acquired  its  name  from  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  platted  but  was  in  fact  a  new  street.  In 
it  was  built  the  first  vessel  built  here,  the 
"Harriet"  directly  in  front  of  Czizek's  store, 
and  the  launching  of  the  craft  from  this  novel 
ship-yard  called  for  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
the  oxen  and  men  of  the  entire  vicinity  and  as 
well  for  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  soft  soap  that 
all  our  grand-dames  of  the  village  had  on 
hand.  It  was  built  in  1821  by  Messrs,  Funson 
and  Euss  and  finally  reached  the  river  at  the 
foot  of  Market  street  where  the  bridge  is  now. 
It  was  christened  in  honor  of  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter of  Judge  Clemens  and  was  first  sailed  by 
Captain  Rubs.  It  was  poetically  appropriate 
that  this  same  schooner  later  brought  up  from 
Detroit  on  his  first  coming  to  Mount  Clemens 
the  future  husband  of  Miss  Clemens,  Dr. 
George  Lee.  Captains  Hayward  and  Atwood 
commanded  this  craft,  which  at  one  time  sailed 
as  far  away  from  home  as  the  Soo.  While 
no  formal  platting  of  additions  to  the  village 
appears  of  record  after  this  until  1835,  it  is 
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not  ti>  b«  assiiiiied  tliat  the  village  itself  was 
so  eoiifijieil.  Soon  aftei'  the  war  of  1812  closed 
JosL'ph  Hayes,  who  had  earlier  come  from 
Cenesee  County,  New  York,  settled  where  the 
Gratiot  ero^seis  the  Clinton,  on  the  south  bank, 
and  here  lie  and  oIIk'I's  afterward  platted  Mar- 
celliis.  With  him  and  his  family  also  came 
Nicholas  Boyer,  who  settled  near  the  old  Mo- 
ravian site.  These  two  families  had  removed 
from  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Detroit  in  order 
to  escape  the  depredations  of  the  Indiana,  and 
on  their  way  had  passed  through  Mount  Clem- 
ens, camping  all  night  in  the  distillery,  then 
located  on  the  north  side  of  Market  street  l)e- 
tween  Walnut  and  Court-  (site  of  Mr.  George 
Crocker's  present  residence).  The  capture  of 
the  Boyer  children  at  Frederick  in  1813  will 
serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  dangers  of  those 
early  days.  In  October,  Mrs.  Boyer,  being 
some  distance  from  the  house,  noticed  the  In- 
dians stealthily  approaching  and  suspecting 
mischief  from  their  manners,  concealed  her- 
self outside.  Tlie  Indians  on  e]it«ring  the 
house  found  Mr.  Boyer  and  the  four  children 
and  a  friendly  Indian  named  Tiek-ke-sho. 
After  searching  in  vain  for  Mrs.  Boyer,  the 
Indians  took  all  the  others  prisouera,  except 
the  oldest  chikl,  who  lay  dangerously  sick. 
After  some  discussion  regarding  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  child  the  Indians  went  away  leav- 
ing her,  expectijig  that  she  would  soon  die. 
Mrs.  Boyer  had  gone  in  search  of  help  and 
after  the  departure  of  the  Indians  the  sick 
child  managed  to  get  into  the  woods  and  across 
the  river.  The  hostile  Indians  at  their  first 
camping  place  had  tied  Tick-ke-sho  to  the 
tree  and  laid  their  plans  to  send  one  back  in 
the  morning  to  kill  the  girl,  and  then  lay 
down  and  went  to  sleep.  Tick-ke-sho  managed 
to  free  himself,  and,  returning,  traced  the  sick 
girl  and  carried  her  to  her  uncle,  Michel 
Tremble.  The  shock  and  excitement  appar- 
ently cured  rather  than  killed  the  child,  as  was 
expected,  and  she  lived  to  become  the  wife  of 
E,  Campau  of  Springwella.  Later  the  father 
and  all  of  the  children  were  rescued  and  ran- 
somed from  the  Indians.  'IVo  of  the  children, 
a  boy  and  girl,  were  taken  up  to  the  Saginaw 
region  and  their  return  was  only  procured  by 
the  shrewdness  and  craftiness  of  a  trapper 
named  Smith.  The  boy  grew  to  be  an  aged 
man  and  lived  near  Swan  Creek;  and  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  it  is  said,  the  sight  of  an  In- 
dian woidd  arouse  uncontrollable  fears. 

In  October,  1817,  Col.  John  Stockton,  who 
had  during  the  stay  of  the  Clemens  family 
won  the  heart  and  hand  of  Wary  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Clemens  by  her  former  husband. 


came  to  Mount  Clemens  and  for  their  aecom- 
modation  a  frame  addition  was  built  to  the 
log  house  of  Christian  Clemens — the  first 
frame  structure  in  the  new  settlement.  This 
stood  facing  Front  street  about  where  now  is 
the  Ferrin  hardware  store.  Col.  Stockton 
was  a  man  of  more  than  average  clerical  and 
administrative  ability,  and  served  in  many 
public  positions,  as  will  appear  later.  He  was 
the  first  postmaster  of  the  place,  when  the 
office  was  established  in  1819.  At  this  time 
there  were  about  fifteen  families  in  the  village. 
In  1818  came  Daniel  LeRoy  and  William 
Thom[>son,  both  of  whom,  however,  proved  to 
lie  but  sojourners,  as  they  removed  to  Pontiac, 
where  they  helped  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
village  there.  During  his  stay  Dr.  Thompson 
built  a  log  hoiise  near  where  Flnemer's  grist 
mill  now  stands,  near  the  northeast  corner 
of  Front  and  Slarket  streets.  Ezra  B.  Pres- 
cott,  a  lawyer  from  New  England,  was  here 
and  presented  his  credentials  July  14th,  1818. 
at  the  opening  of  the  county  court,  but  how 
long  he  tarried  here  does  not  appear.  He  built 
a  house  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street  about 
where  MiUer's  plumbing  shop  now  stands, 
and  there  kept  bachelor's  hall.  "The  ladies  of 
the  village  would  sometimes  intrude  upon  his 
prejuises,  and  always  left  declaring  their  high 
appreciation  of  his  talents  for  housekeeping. ' ' 

In  1819  a  square-timbered  log  court  house 
was  built  by  Captain  Benjamin  Woodworth 
on  the  square  dedicated  by  Judge  Clemens 
for  that  purpose  in  the  center  of  the  village. 
The  lower  story  was  fitted  up  for  a  jail  by 
partitioning  oft  a  few  cells  with  plank,  where 
the  unruly  and  criminal  could  be  restrained. 
For  years  the  upper  story  rendered  triple 
service  as  court  house,  church  and  school  room. 
The  sum  appropriated  by  the  territory  and 
the  ordinary  public  revenue  proving  insuffi- 
cient for  the  purpose,  authority  was  obtained 
from  tlie  governor  and  judges  of  the  territory 
to  spread  an  additional  special  tax  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  building.  On  Christ- 
mas eve  in  1839  a  prisoner  from  St.  Clair 
county,  charged  with  murder,  was  confined 
here;  and,  hoping  to  escape  thereby,  set  fire 
to  his  jail.  He  came  near  to  furnishing  his 
own  funeral  pile,  for  in  the  excitement  the 
key  to  the  jail  could  not  be  found,  and  it  was 
only  by  the  vigorous  use  of  an  axe  that  the 
door  was  battered  open  in  time  to  save  the 
prisoner.  As  will  appear  elsewhere,  the  new 
court  house  which  gave  way  to  the  present  one 
was  built  the  following  year,  1840. 

Thomas  Ashley  in  1820  came  from  Batavia, 
New  York,  and  built  a  framed  house  on  the 
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northwest  corner  of  Front  and  Jlacomb 
streets,  and  there  he  kept  a  hotel,  or,  to 
iise  the  better  and  more  descriptive  term,  a 
"tavern."  He  had  practiced  law  in  New-York 
and  on  July  11th,  1820,  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice here.  He  purchased  some  twenty  acres  of 
laud,  where  afterwards  Ashley's  Addition  was 
located,  and  found  sufficient  occupation  to  sat- 
isfy his  untiring  industry  in  his  three-fold 
capacity  of  lawyer,  farmer  and  tavern  keeper. 
Of  Mr.  Ashley  and  his  family  more  will  be 
said  elsewhere. 

In  1820  there  came  Ezekiel  Allen  from  Gen- 
esee county,  New  York,  who  built  several  of 
the  early  structures  of  the  place,  among  them 
the  frame  store  building  which  until  some 
thirty  years  ago  occupied  the  southwest  comer 
of  Gratiot  and  Cass  avenues,  a  frame  dwelling 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Slush  building,  occu- 
pied by  the  "Smoke  Shop"  and  the  telephone 
oifices,  and  for  himself  a  tannery  on  the  river 
bank  between  Macomb  and  New  streets,  about 
where  now  atands  the  Wilson  block,  and  also  a 
store  on  Front  street  on  same  lot.  For  a  while 
he  lived  in  a  log  house  standing  where  Czizek's 
hardware  store  adorns  the  northwest  corner  of 
Court  and  Kew  streets,  hut  later  in  the  build- 
ing where  his  store  was  on  Front  street. 

Mount  Clemens  evidently  enjoyed  some- 
thing like  a  "boom"  in  1820,  for  besides  the 
improvements  already  mentioned,  Thomas 
Wattles,  our  first  "village  blacksmith,"  built 
hiin  a  place  of  business  on  Gratiot  street  about 
where  now  stands  the  Medea  Bath  House,  and 
not  long  after  he  had  a  competitor  in  John  Mil- 
ler, who  built  a  shop  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Macomb  and  Walnut  streets  (now  Shotwell's 
drug  store),  and  also  built  a  house  on  the  cor- 
ner next  west.  That  year,  too,  Henry  Ilalsey 
built  about  where  now  is  located  the  Mount 
Clemens  Savings  Bank  a  building  intended 
for  a  pottery,  which,  however,  was  used  for 
jnore  spiritual  purposes,  being  early  used  for 
religious  purposes.  Mr.  Halsey  died  in  1821 
and  his  was  the  first  body  interred  in  the 
burial  ground  where  now  is  Clemens  Park. 
Prior  to  this  the  dead  had  been  buried  on  lots 
lying  north  of  New  street,  the  exact  location 
being  uncertain,  but  either  just  west  or  east  of 
Court  street.  There  were  but  few  ever  buried 
there,  and  as  early  as  1858  all  trace  of  the 
fact  of  their  burial  there  had  been  obliterated. 
It  was  not  regarded  as  a  suitable  place,  and 
some  discussion  had  arisen  over  it ;  and  before 
the  Halsey  death  Mr.  Clemens,  the  Pooh-Bah 
of  the  village,  had  stated  he  would  find  a  bet- 
ter spot  when  it  again  became  necessary  to 
make  a  grave.     Accordingly  Judge  Clemens 


led  the  Halsey  funeral  procession  northward 
into  what  was  then  almost  unbroken  forest, 
and,  pacing  off  a  space  that  undoubtedly 
seemed  to  his  companions  liberal  enough  to 
provide  for  their  dead  for  all  time,  thus  des- 
ignated the  new  cemetery.  No  other  or  further 
dedication  was  attempted  or  deemed  neces- 
sary. 

The  writer  is  unable  to  find  whether  this 
Henry  Halsey  was  any  relation  of  the  Silas 
Halsey  who  came  about  1823  and  built  a  tav- 
ern (Mount  Clemens  seemed  to  have  had  a 
call  for  extensive  hotel  accommodations  even 
in  those  days)  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Court  street  and  Macornb  street,  where  Jacobi 
keeps  store  today.  Mr.  Halsey  was  still  one 
of  Mount  Clemens'  tavern  keepers  as  late  as 
1840  at  least.  He  married  in  1825  Lucy  Cady, 
a  sister  of  Chancey  and  Horace  Cady  and  step- 
daughter of  Peter  Atwood,  all  of  whom  will 
be  found  mentioned  elsewhere.  The  building 
he  used  as  a  tavern  was  later  moved  back 
on  the  lot  and  faced  onto  Maeorab  street, 
where  is  now  the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank  build- 
ing. It  can  still  be  remembered  by  many 
Mount  Clemensites  as  the  store,  dwelling  and 
photograph  gallery  of  the  Mintonyes. 

Mount  Clemens'  first  merchant  so  far  as 
known  was  EUis  Doty,  who  came  from  Chau- 
tauqua coimty.  New  York,  and  in  1822  built  a 
house  at  the  northwest  comer  of  Front  and 
Market  streets  and  kept  store  in  a  cabin  across 
Market  street,  where  Heine's  store  has  been 
for  years  past.  Up  to  this  time  provisions  were 
brought  from  Detroit,  usually  in  canoes.  It  is 
related  that  storekeeper  EUis  bought  his  tea 
by  the  pound  and  sold  it  by  the  two  ounces. 
Our  forebears  evidently  had  little  means  to 
waste  on  luxiiries.  Flour  had  been  frequently 
brought  up  from  Detroit  by  Fred  Iloxie  on  his 
back  and  peddled  out  by  him  in  small  quan- 
tities. A  grist  miU  had  been  built  at  Freder- 
ick by  a  Tremble  before  the  war  of  1812,  hut  it 
was  frequently  not  in  working  order.  Some- 
time after  1818,  probably  about  1826,  Job  C. 
Smith  built  another  one  there. 

Ague  was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  days 
and  in  1818  and '  1819  the  village  was  very 
aiekly.  Gen.  Stockton  related  that  at  one  time 
jvery  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  place,  him- 
self alone  excepted,  was  sick.  Accordingly  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  who  came  in  October.  1819,  was 
1  most  welcome  addition  to  the  community. 
but  neither  he  nor  Dr.  Thompson,  our  next 
physician,  remained  long.  Dr.  R.  S.  Rice  was 
here  from  1823  to  1827,  when  he  removed  to 
Detroit.  Our  first  doctor  who  made  his  home 
here  permanently  was  Dr.  George  Lee  from 
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Ontario  Comity,  New  York,  wlio  tiaine  in  1823. 
He  married  Harriet,  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Christian  Clemens,  and  was  for  years  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  of  our 
physicians. 

In  1826,  Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  grandfather  of 
our  present  Dr.  (Harry  F.)  Taylor,  who  had 
a  couple  of  years  earlier  come  from  Cayuga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Rochester,  Mieh.,  came  to  this 
vicinity,  but  until  1829  had  his  headquarters 
with  the  Tuckers  down  the  river,  a  community 
almost  as  populous  as  the  village  itself.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  the  pedagogical  as  well  as 
the  medical  profession  and  a  large  part  of 
these  three  years  were  spent  in  teaching  the 
youthful  idea  how  to  shoot.  In  1829  he  locat- 
ed at  Slount  Clemens,  and  from  then  until  his 
death  faithfully  followed  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession. 

Later  came  Dr.  Philo  Tilson,  who  built  and 
lived  in  the  old  brick  house  on  the  corner  of 
Clinton  and  East  streets,  long  the  home  of 
Mrs,  Josephine  Connor,  which  has  lately 
yielded  to  the  machine  shop  of  Phillips  &  Mc- 
Creedy.  He  did  not  come  imtil  ahoiit  1835 
and  removed  in  1858  to  Romeo,  where  he  died. 

Associated  with  Dr.  Tilson  was  Dr.  Alex 
Campbell,  who  during  his  short  stay  (1835-37) 
li\ed  on  the  f.ite  of  the  Clifton  House.  He  aft- 
erwaids  acquired  a  high  standing  and  great 
success  m  his  profes.sion  in  New  York  state, 
wheie  he  went  from  here.  His  leaving  was 
occasioned  b\  the  suspicions  and  indignation 
of  the  Indians  The  bo^s  attending  school  at 
the  school  house  standing  on  the  southwest 
cornel  of  New  and  Cherry  streets  found 
buried  m  the  ha\  m  a  neighboring  barn  the 
dead  bodj  of  an  Indian  The  indignant  na- 
tives for  some  reason  fastened  their  suspicions 
on  Dr.  Campbell  and  that  disciple  of  Aescu- 
lapius found  it  best  by  flight  to  escape  the  dire- 
ful consectuences  that  were  threatened,  and  he 
was  not  seen  here  again  for  upwards  of  a 
ctuarter  of  a  century. 

In  1823  a  saddler  by  the  name  of  "William 
McDonald  built  on  the  lot,  cornering  on  New 
and  "Walnut  streets,  where  Posner's  building 
now  stands,  and  in  it  kept  his  shop  and  dwell- 
ing. Later  he  bought  a  farm  on  the  North 
Branch  Road  in  section  36  of  IMaeomb,  where 
he  died  in  1856.  His  son,  Theodore  McDon- 
ald, was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Mount 
Clemens  and  later  and  still  of  Ann  Arbor. 
James  II.  McDonald,  the  well-known  Detroit 
attorney,  is  a  grandson. 

Nun  Jloe,  a  cooper  by  trade,  came  from  Ver- 
mont and  occupied  a  log  cfibin  near  the  pres- 


ent residence  site  of  Sirs.  Sanders,  and  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  further  up,  he 
built  and  ran  a  distillery,  which  was  after- 
wards owned  by  Conner  &  Grey.  He  was 
probably  a  mere  squatter,  without  title  to  the 
real  estate.  He  went  from  here  to  Frederick, 
and  later  to  XJtiea,  where  he  became  a  land 
owner  as  early  as  1829. 

Early  there  had  been  built  on  the  corner  of 
Front  and  Macomb,  where  now  stands  the  Ull- 
rich Havings  Bank,  a  building  which  was  used 
by  William  Caufield  as  a  store  and  trading 
post  with  the  Indians.  This  building  was  also 
later  long  used  by  Jerry  Folsom  as  his  store. 
Early,  too,  by  some  one  a  log  house  was  built 
on  the  southwest  comer  of  Court  and  New 
streets,  which  the  family  of  Oliver  Chapaton's 
parents  occupied  when  they  first  came  to 
Mount  Clemens  in  1830.  This  is  the  site  of  the 
home  of  R.  0.  Cooley,  the  merchant  of  a  lit- 
tle later  date,  who  built  there  the  building 
that  still  stands. 

In  1825  Judge  Clemens  built  a  frame  house 
on  the  same  premises  that  his  distillery  had 
occupied,  where  now  stands  George  II.  Crock- 
er's home.  The  house  was  later  moved  and  re- 
modeled beyond  recognition,  and  now  stands 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  North  Gratiot  and 
Welts  streets. 

In  1828  Alfred  Ashley  built  on  the  site  of 
Fluemer's  Mill  the  hostelry  long  and  favor- 
ably known  as  the  Phelps  House,  but  at  first 
spoken  of  as  Ashley's  Tavern,  and  the  next 
year  Horace  Cady  buQt  a  story-and-a-half 
frame,  which  was  painted  red,  the  first  part 
of  what  in  later  years  was  known  as  the  Em- 
pire House,  on  the  comer  of  Court  and  Cass 
streets — the  Sherman  House  corner.  The 
Shelby  Road  was  then  a  thing  of  the  future — 
the  main  travel  westerly  going  by  the  River 
Road  to  Frederick,  if  the  river  itself  was  not 
utilized. 

Sometime  prior  to  1835  were  also  built  two 
dwellings  on  the  south  side  of  Macomb  street 
between  Walnut  and  Cherry  streets,  which 
were  occupied  by  Robert  P.  Eldredge  and 
James  Williams.  On  Cass  street  besides  those 
buildings  already  noted  were  the  dwellings  of 
Fletcher,  where  now  stands  the  Clementine 
Bath  House;  of  C.  N.  Mathers,  the  wagon 
malter  (the  first  brick  structure  in  the  place) 
on  the  Fenton  House  site;  of  Theron  Patter- 
son, the  mason,  about  where  now  stands  the 
home  of  the  late  B.  Wright  Hall,  next  west 
of  the  T,  W.  Snook  place ;  and  the  dwelling 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Olympia  Bath 
House,  occupied  and  probably  built  by  Jere- 
tiiiah  Folsom,  the  merchant. 
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These  Uist  mentioned  dwellings,  together 
with  the  Empire  House  on  the  Gratiot  corner 
and  thi3  store  biiilt  by  Allen,  then  oeeiipied  by 
Fletcher,  were  all  the  buildings  on  Cass  in 
1835.  South  of  that  street  there  were  only 
a,  school  on  Ihe  hi^h  bank  about  where  now 
the  offlee  uf  the  .Mount  Clemens  Brewing  Com- 
pany and  thf  Kiehard  Bntler  home  (after 
known  as  the  Oliver  lloiise),  where  is  now  the 
Medea  Bath  House.  Soon  after,  however,  on 
South  Gratiot,  Aaron  Weeks  built  what 
is  now  the  Goldenbo^n  boarding  house  (No, 
22) ;  R.  P.  Eldredge  his  residence,  where  he 
died  (No.  50) ;  Capt.  Sylvester  Atwood  a 
house,  where  now  stands  the  New  National 
Hotel  (long  known  as  the  Kimmeritz  home, 
with  large,  square  pillars  to  its  porch) ;  Fred- 
erick Hatch,  the  house  long  the  Moser  home- 
stead, now  the  Florence  Cottage  (No.  53) ,  and 
John  J.  Leonard,  the  lawyer,  the  house  long 
used  as  the  James  Snook  homestead,  where  the 
Fairview  now  stands  (No.  43).  About  that 
time,  too,  Aaron  Weeks  built  on  the  east  side 
of  South  Gratiot,  not  far  from  Cass,  a  store 
building  and  later  the  Clinton  House  on  the 
comer  with  its  second  story  running  up  over 
the  store  also.  Prior  to  1835  Dr.  Lee  had  built 
the  large,  pretentious  frame  house  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Market  and  Walnut 
streets,  a  mansion  in  its  day,  the  main  part  of 
which  still  stands:  and  Dr.  Taylor  had  built 
him  a  house  on  the  river  side  of  Front  street 
just  below  New  street. 

It  is  believed  that  mention  has  been  made  of 
all  buildings,  so  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained, 
put  up  in  the  village  prior  to  the  influx  of 
population  and  the  stirring  times  of  the  mid- 
dle thirties.  Mount  Clemens  had,  perhaps,  not 
its  full  share,  yet  a  goodly  share  in  the  pros- 
perity and  boom  that  affected  Michigan  and 
all  the  northwest  after  the  Erie  Canal  was 
opened,  and  in  general  "good  times"  that 
preceded  the  panics  and  financial  disasters  of 
1837,  and  the  years  following.  In  1835  the 
first  addition  to  the  original  village  of  Mount 
Clemens  was  platted  and  recorded  by  Robert 
P.  Eldredge.  It  included  the  land  outside 
of  Clemens'  plat  lying  south  of  Cass  street 
as  far  as  and  including  his  own  residence  and 
west  of  Gratiot  nearly  as  far  as  South  avenue. 
It  is  worthy  of  passing  notice  that  the  survey- 
or of  the  plat  was  William  A.  Burt  of  solar 
compass  fame.  It  may  not  be  strictly  true  to 
call  this  the  first  addition,  since  it  is  certain 
that  Christian  Clemens  had  caused  the  same 
lands  included  afterwards  in  Mullett's  sur- 
vey to  be  platted  and  a  survey  thereof  to  be 
made  by  A.  E.  llathon,  a  prominent  Niirve.vor 


of  Detroit.  Some  lots  were  sold  by  this  plat, 
but  it  was  never  put  on  record.  In  December, 
1835,  Clemens  sold  a  tract  of  land,  which  in- 
cluded all  of  the  lots  afterwards  platted  in 
Mullett's  survey  of  the  village,  to  Rodney  0. 
Cooley,  Edward  Brooks  and  Enoch  Jones,  who 
the  next  year  recorded  their  plat  thereof  made 
by  John  Mullett,  also  a  prominent  Detroit  sur- 
veyor. I'he  new  proprietors,  excepting  Coole\-, 
were  Detroit  men,  and  to  Cooley  fell  the  work 
of  making  the  new  real  estate  enterprise  pay. 
For  a  while  he  did  a  lively  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  the  little  village  fairly  boomed.  Tin' 
plat  included  all  of  the  present  city  lyirij;- 
east  of  North  Gratiot,  west  and  north  of  the 
river,  and  the  original  Clemens  plat,  and  also 
some  eight  blocks  west  of  Gratiot,  lying  be- 
tween Macomb  and  Cherry  streets,  and  tlie 
Ashley  lands  platted  in  1845  as  Ashley's  Ad- 
dition. -Cooley  had  been  a  resident  here  for 
some  time,  it  seems,  as  he  was  a  land  owner 
as  early  as  1833  and  very  early  held  county 
and  local  offices.  He  kept  a  general  store  on 
Front  street  not  far  south  of  New  street  on 
the  river  side,  and  did  a  thriving  and  paying' 
business,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  size  of  his 
estate  when  he  died  in  1838,  upwards  of 
$38,000— a  millionaire  fortune  for  a  back- 
woods town  of  thase  days.  Green  Freeman 
was  for  several  years  before  his  death  associ- 
ated with  Mr,  Cooley  and  became  after  his 
death,  with  Alfred  Ashley,  administrator  of 
his  estate.  Cooley  left  no  family  here.  He 
first  lived  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Macomb 
and  Front  streets  and  later  built  the  house 
that  still  stands  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Court  and  New  streets,  where  he  continued  lo 
live  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  The  date  uf 
its  erection  is  uncertain,  but  as  it  was  con- 
sidered at  that  time  the  most  pretentions 
house  in  the  village,  it  was  probably  bef'^i'c 
the  Lee  house  was  built. 

The  building  of  the  glass  factory  in  the  mid- 
dle '30s  by  Hall  and  Grovier  on  the  site  of 
the  pumping  station  of  the  Original  Bath  iind 
Hotel  Company,  down  the  river,  had  mni'li 
to  do  with  the  boom  in  building  that  Eiist 
street  enjoyed  in  the  next  few  years.  On  the 
north  side  of  the  street  William  Canfield. 
son-in-law  of  Judge  Clemens,  built  on  the  easit 
side  of  Mullett  street  (now  Park  avenue), 
while  on  the  south  side  of  East  street  the 
Grovier  home  and  others  were  put  up,  which 
later  gave  place  to  the  prment  Avety  House, 
Soon  after,  in  1838,  Dr.  Ebenezer  Hall,  .hnnes 
Snook  and  William  Beer  built  the  vow  of 
houses  in  the  block  next  east  that  b.ive  bei^u 
known  to  ns  <.f  later  days  as  the  Forster.  Allen 
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ami  "Wade  planes.  Hall  &  Giwier  first  Iwpt 
their  stock  of  drugs  and  general  wares 
in  a  small  building  near  the  foot  of  Mar- 
ket street,  bnt  later  built  a  more  preten- 
tious building  on  the  site  of  Donaldson  Bros.' 
factory.  This  latter  building  proved  some- 
thing of  a  traveler  before  it  landed  on 
South  (iratiot  avenue  and  furnished  th*; 
basis  of  the  dwelling;  long  occupied  by  the 
Grovier  family  (No.  160),  having  stood  at  one 
time  on  the  Jacobi  corner  and  later  where  now 
is  the  Mount  CleTtii'ns  Savings  Bank  build- 
ing. .Mr.  Alfred  Ashley  had  before  this  time 
built  the  larjio  house  on  the  south  side  of  Mar- 
ket street  just  west  of  Uratiot,  which  but  a 
few  years  ago  disajjpeared  before  the  march  of 
time,  and  about  this  time  built  the  large  house 
mueh  further  up  the  street,  on  the  same  side, 
which  was  for  a  time  the  home  of  James  "Wil- 
liams, and  later  for  vears  of  the  L'pjtounieau 
family  (Xo.  1:«).  William  Lewis  early  in 
1835  bought  the  lot  where  ]iow  stands  the 
county  jail  and  soon  built  the  house  that  stood 
there  until  the  countv  purchased  the  lot  in  the 
'80s. 

Between  Court  and  Fi'ont  s-trwts  on  the 
north  side  of  Maeomb.  about  where  is  now  the 
gas  company's  office  (No.  22).  a  small  brick 
building  funiished  a  h(mie  for  the  Macomb 
County  Bank,  whose  president  was  Col.  Stock- 
ton, and  cashier,  Charles  Emerson,  and  which 
later  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Tucker 
Bros.,  when  James  G.  Tucker  (father  of  our 
present  circuit  jiu^e)  became  cashier.  Just 
west  of  the  bank  building  James  Brown,  a  ro- 
mantic and  mysterious  figuiv  in  the  society  of 
our  little  village,  built  a  two-story  building, 
with  stores  below  and  a  hall  above,  the  first 
public  hall  of  the  place  (aside  from  the  court 
house).  Here  political  meetings,  and.  after 
the  burning  of  the  court  house,  church  8er\'ice8 
were  held.  This  man  Browu  was  from  the 
south,  handsome,  versatile  and,  in  modern  par- 
lance, "a  smooth  article."  lie  made  himself 
notorious  by  horsewhipping  the  first  editor, 
Jlr.  Avery  of  the  Macomb  Democrat,  for  some 
fiineied  insult,  and  succeeded  in  so  getting 
hiiiiseif  talked  ahout  that  he  was  sometimes  re- 
|>iited  t<i  have  lieen  a  pirate.  It  was,  at  all 
ev<'nts,  when  he  hied  himself  hence  to  be  seen 
and  heard  of  no  more,  a  great  relief  to  the 
father  and  family  of  one  of  Mount  Clemens' 
fairest  and  most  prominent  social  young  maid- 
ens, whose  affections  he  had  won  b,y  liis  fas- 
cinating manners  and  brilliant  tongue. 

It  was  about  1835  that  the  old  Leviathan 
Block   (where  are  now  the  S[eyer  drug-store 


and  McSweeny  place,  Nos.  16  and  22  North 
Front  street),  was  built  by  Aaron  Whitney, 
Jr.,  and  his  brother,  who  for  a  short  time  were 
active  merchants  here.  Aaron  was  especially 
active  in  real  estate  dealings,  but  he  returned 
east  when  the  hard  times  came  on  and  no  fam- 
ily or  relatives  were  left  here  by  him.  As 
early  as  this,  too,  there  had  been  put  up  a 
small  frame  building  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  Gratiot  and  Macomb,  where  Robert  F,  East- 
man, who  eame  in  1835.  lived  and  kept  store. 

About  1836  the  opening  of  Frederick,  and 
later  the  canal  building  there,  caused  a  de- 
mand for  better  highway  connections  than  the 
old  rambling  river  road  (now  obliterated  en- 
tirely) ,  and  the  Shelby  Hoad  was  opened.  The 
wild-cat  times  (as  they  were  called  most  fre- 
quently) caused  so  much  building  and  so 
many  changes  that  it  would  be  tiresome  as  well 
as  useless  to  attempt  to  follow  them  all,  antl 
the  detailed  and  personal  method  attempted  so 
far  in  this  history  must  be  abandoned  for  a 
more  statistical  and  hence  dryer  and  less  in- 
teresting method. 

.March  I'-i.  1837,  an  act  was  approved  incor- 
|>oriiling  the  village  of  Mount  Ch'men-i,  author- 
izing the  eleetion  of  a  pivsident,  r<-eorder  and 
six  trustees.  Hut  the  excitement  ami  ehiuiges 
incident  to  the  panic  thai  struck  the  eonntry 
at  that  time  and  the  total  prostration  of  en- 
terprises that  followed  seems  to  have  eoTi- 
sumed  all  the  energies  and  attracted  all  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  and  nothing  seemed  t" 
have  been  done  towards  observing  the  pi'ovi- 
sions  of  the  act.  In  1851,  by  an  act  approved 
April  Ith.  the  village  was  again  incorporated 
and  from  that  time  until  April.  187fl,  when  the 
city  organization  was  ett'ected,  the  village  was 
in  full  operation.  Amendments  to  the  act  of 
village  incorporatifm  were  made  by  the  legis- 
latures of  1853,  1863,  1873  and  1875,  the  act 
of  1873  providing  for.  increase  in  territorj-. 
A  list  of  the  village  officers  will  prove  interest- 
ing as  furnishing  a  partial  list  of  the  active 
citizens  of  the  village  and  may  have  also  a 
reference  value.  The  presidents  of  the  village 
were  as  follows:  Daniel  Lutes,  1851;  Benja- 
min Robertson  (father  of  George  W,  of  Cass 
avenue) ,  1852 ;  Edward  C.  Gallup,  1853 ;  John 
Stockton,  1854;  John  S.  Parks,  1855;  Eben 
W.  Hall,  1856;  Joshna  B.  Dickinson,  1857-8; 
Giles  Hubbard  1859;  "Wni.  S.  Kobinson, 
1860-1;  Geo.  B.  Van  Ep.s.  1862;  John  E.  Van 
Eps,  1863 ;  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  1864 ;  Oliver 
ChapaUm,  1865;  Judson  S.  Farrar.  1866; 
Thomas  "W.  Snook,  1867 :  George  B.  Van  Eps, 
1868:  Oliver  Chapaton.  1869:  T.  L.  Sackett, 
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1870;  John  II.  Connor,  1871;  Myron  White, 
1872 ;  James  B.  Eldredge,  1873 ;  Thomas  M. 
Crocker,  1874-7;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1878. 

The  various  recorders  of  the  village  were : 
George  Seott,  1851;  Robert  Thomson,  1852; 
John  S.  Fletcher,  1853;  Joel  C.  McDonald, 
1854 ;  George  Scott,  1855 ;  Sam  A.  Fiteh,  1856 ; 
John  S.  Fletcher,  1857;  James  B.  Eldredge, 
1858-9;  Oliver  Chapaton.  1860-2;  Ira  Stout, 
1863-4;  "WiUiam  S.  Robinson,  1865-6;  T.  C. 
Bradford,  1867;  WiUiam  S.  Robinson,  1868; 
T.  J.  West,  1869;  W.  S.  Robinson,  1870;  My- 
ron White,  1871 ;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1872 ; 
James  M.  Heath,  1873;  Henry  W.  Babcock, 
1874-8. 

The  various  treasurers  of  the  village  were : 
Robert  Thomson,  1851;  George  G.  Fletcher, 
1852;  D.  C.  Williams,  1853;  George  C.  Van 
Eps,  1854:  Silas  Dixon,  1855;  Wesley  Hin- 
man,  1856 ;  Silas  Dixon.  1857 ;  D.  C.  Williams, 
1858;  Abe  Wise,  1859;  J.  H.  Connor,  I860; 
John  E.  Van  Eps,  1861 ;  Joseph  Hubbard, 
1862 ;  Robert  Shook,  1863 ;  Oliver  Chapaton, 
1864-5:  William  Flummer,  1866;  G.  B.  Van 
Eps,  1867;  Silas  Dixon,  1868;  T.  W.  Snook, 
1869 :  E.  J.  Tncker,  1870 ;  John  Otto,  1871-2 ; 
Paul  Ullrich,  1873;  Robert  Shook,  1874;  Will- 
iam E.  Hall,  1875-6;  Robert  Shook,  1877; 
Charles  Moser,  1878. 

The  various  trustees  of  the  village  were: 
1857— John  B.  Van  Eps,  A.  L.  Gurber,  W.  L, 
Rutter,  Benjamin  Robertson,  Giles  Hubbard. 
1858— Henry  Taylor,  Sr.,  Francis  Latour- 
neau,  George  Nieholls,  Ed.  J.  Tucker,  D.  C. 
Williams.  1859— George  B.  Van  Eps,  Charles 
Moser,  Orrin  W.  DeLano,  Abe  Wise,  Loren 
Phelps.  1860— John  H.  Connor,  JElisha  West, 
Myron  White,  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  Henry 
H.  Huntington.  1861 — Myron  White,  Dennis 
McCafferty,  Elisha  West,  J.  H.  Connor,  John 
E.  Van  Eps.  1862— David  Shook,  John  Tuck- 
er, Joseph  Hubbard,  John  M.  Sandera,  Loren 
Phelps.  1863 — 'Varnum  Lufliin,  Bruno  Van 
Landephem,  George  0.  Nieholls,  Robert  Shook, 
Aug.  Dahm.  1864 — C.  Generoux,  Dennis  Mc- 
Cafferty, William  Plummer,  Fred  Hatch, 
Oliver  Chapaton.  1865— Elisha  West,  W.  S. 
Donaldson,  Charles  Ullrich,  John  I.  Praser,  G. 
0.  Nieholls.  1866— William  Flummer,  J.  E. 
Van  Eps,  Michael  Stapleton,  Vamum  Lufldn, 
John  Roskopp.  1867 — Silas  Dixon,  A.  Strong, 
G.  B.  Van  Eps,  Vamum  Lufkin,  Alvin 
Brandy.  1868— Silas  Dixon,  Varnum  Luf- 
kin, A.  Brandy,  Alex  Strong,  Thomas  W, 
Shook.  1869— Theo.  Traver.  A.  T.  Donaldson, 
J.  E.  Van  Eps,  William  M.  Connor,  T.  W. 
Snook.  1870— S.  Dixon,  WiUiam  Flummer.  P. 
P,  Griner,  M.  PeUier.    1871— Vamuin  Lufkin, 


Robert  Hunt,  William  Heine,  John  Otto,  D. 
McCafferty.  1872— Ed.  Lewis,  John  Otto, 
William  Heine,  W.  S.  Donaldson,  Varnum 
Lufkin.  1873— Robert  Shook,  Paul  UUrich, 
John  Roskopp,  Edward  Tremble,  C.  S.  Groes- 
beck. 1874— Robert  Shook,  Caspar  Peters,  0. 
D.  Crittenden,  Emanuel  Mandel.  J.  M.  Heath. 
1875— C.  S.  Groesbeck,  E.  J.  Tucker,  B.  B. 
Hess,  D.  C.  Tilden,  G.  W.  Robertson,  J.  Ros- 
kopp, WiUiam  Heine,  G.  R.  Law.  1876— B. 
Van  Landegheni,  V.  Lufkin,  F.  G.  Keiidriek, 
G.  W.  Robinson,  John  E,  Van  Eps,  Joseph 
Lonsby.  1877— John  Otto,  John  E.  VanEps, 
William  S.  Donaldson,  Joseph  Lonsby.  1878 
— Jacob  Roessel,  Ed.  W.  Lewis,  Ed.  Trombley, 
Henry  Fries. 

The  formation  of  the  city  in  1879  coincides 
with  the  commencement  of  a  new  epoch  in  the 
history  of  Macomb  county,  since  about  that 
time  commenced  a  period  of  prcsperity  and 
growth  much  more  marked  than  any  other. 
All  reference  to  the  bathing  and  hotel  indus- 
tries which  have  played  so  prominent  a  part 
in  modem  Mount  Clemens  wUl  be  left  to  an- 
other chapter,  as  will  the  little  that  will  bfe 
said  of  the  schools,  churches  and  fraternal 
organizations.  Interesting  though  it  might  be, 
time  and  space  forbid  any  attempt  to  follow 
chronologically  or  in  detail  the  various  enter- 
prises which  interested  Mount  Clemensites, 
and  only  a  mere  reference  will  be  made  to 
some  of  the  more  public  and  successful  ones, 
but  much  could  be  learned  of  the  others  in  the 
information  scattered  through  the  chapter  en- 
titled "Old  Mount  Clemens  PamUies  and 
Residents, ' '  and  the  biographical  sketches  else- 
where included  in  this  volume. 

The  Eldredge,  MuUett  and  Ashley  additions 
have  been  referred  to. 

In  1845  Aaron  Weeks  platted  the  addition 
which  included  lots  on  both  sides  of  North  ave- 
nue for  a  short  distance  north  of  Cass,  and 
the  following  year  Praser 's  Addition,  which 
included  lands  from  South  Walnut  street 
w^terly  on  each  side  of  Maple  avenue,  was 
made.  Although  Robertson's  addition,  which 
covered  nearly  all  of  the  land  south  of  the 
original  plat  lying  east  of  the  Une  of  Smith 
street,  nnist  have  been  platted  much  earlier, 
the  official  plat  of  it  was  not  made  or  reported 
until  1851.  No  further  addition.s  to  the  vil- 
lage were  made,  although  considerable  growth 
took  place,  until  1870,  when  Giles  Hubbard 
platted  a  strip  running  from  North  avenue 
westerly,  lying  on  both  sides  of  Grand  avenue ; 
and  two  years  later  R.  P.  Eldredge  platted  his 
second  addition,  running  from  Cass  avenue 
on  each  side  of  Eldredge  street  northerl.y  to 
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the  railroad.  In  tlie  years  1874  and  1875  no 
less  than  ten  subdivisions  and  additions  were 
made  to  the  village — being  Moross,  Perrin  and 
Welts  Additions,  and  the  Greiner  and  Butler 
subdivisions  of  parts  of  the  Robertson  Addi- 
tion in  1874,  and  the  Zuhn  and  Van  Eps  Ad- 
ditions and  the  Beyne,  Lewis  and  Brehler,  and 
Paul  Ullrich  subdivisions  of  parts  of  the  Rob- 
ertson Addition  in  1875, 

The  construction  of  the  Michigan  Division 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  System  in  1859, 
under  the  name  of  the  Detroit,  Chicago  and 
Grand  Trunk  Junction  Railway  Company, 
gave  our  village  its  first  railroad  connections 
from  the  outside  world,  and  sounded  the  death 
knell  of  the  old-time  stage  line.  Its  construc- 
tion brought  to  the  village  many  new  resi- 
dents, several  of  whom,  appreciating  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  place,  became  permanent 
citizens. 


CHAPTER.  VI. 


As  has  been  heretofore  noted,  Macomb 
county  M'as  organized  by  the  proclamation  of 
Governor  Cass  January  15th,  1818,  and  by 
that  proclamation  was  made  to  include  all  of 
the  land  north  of  the  base  line  (north  line  of 
Wayne  county)  included  in  the  territory, 
the  Indian  title  to  which  was  relinquished  by 
the  Treaty  of  Detroit,  1807.  This  comprised 
all  of  the  land  east  of  the  principal  meridian 
and  north  of  the  base  line  and  south  of  a  line 
drawn  from  White  Roelc  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Huron  to  a  point  on  the  principal  meridian  di- 
rectly west  of  the  mouth  of  Lake  Huron,  and 
included  aU  of  the  land  in  the  pr^ent  coun- 
ties of  Macomb,  Oakland,  Livingston,  Gene- 
see, Lapeer  and  St.  Clair,  and  also  the  bulk 
of  Sanilac  and  Shiawassee  counties,  the  east 
half  of  Ingham  county  and  the  southern  por- 
tion of  Tuscola  county.  The  county  was  the 
third  county  in  the  state  to  be  organized,  being 
preceded  by  Wayne  county  in  1796  and  Mon- 
roe county  in  1817.  By  proclamation  of  April 
8th,  1818,  Governor  Cass  divided  the  new 
county  into  two  townships,  the  dividing  line 
between  which  was  a  line  drawn  due  west  from 
the  mouth  of  Swan  Creek,  the  northerly  town- 
ship being  designated  St.  Clair  and  the  south- 
erly one  Huron,  On  August  12th,  1818,  Gov- 
ernor Cass,  because  of  a  petition  presented  to 
him ' '  signed  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county   of  Macomb,   requesting  that  a  new 


township  be  laid  out  therein,"  by  proclama- 
tion established  the  township  of  Harrison,  to 
include  all  of  the  county  which  lay  east  of  a 
Line  between  private  claims  144  and  129  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  extending  to  Salt  River 
and  east  of  a  line  between  private  claims  175 
and  178  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  in- 
chiding  also  ' '  the  settlements  northeast  of  the 
base  line  near  Milk  River  on  the  Jake  shore  to 
the  mouth  of  said  River  Huron." 

The  county  was  not  long  to  enjoy  such  ex- 
tensive domains,  since  by  proclamation  of  Jan- 
uary 12th,  1819,  Oakland  coiinty  was  estab- 
lished, which,  however,  did  not  take  effect 
until  January  1st,  1823.  By  this  all  the  ter- 
ritory lying  west  of  our  present  westerly 
boundary  and  included  in  the  first  six  tiers 
of  townships  north  of  the  base  line  was  set 
off  as  Oakland  county.  Before  this  act  went 
into  effect  the  county  of  St.  Clair  was  set 
oft",  which  by  the  proclamation  of  Blarch  28th, 
1820,  reduced  the  county  of  Macomb  to  its 
smallest  area  that  it  has  ever  had,  leaving  it 
to  include  only  the  present  townships  of 
Washington,  Ray,  Lenox,  Shelby,  Macomb, 
Chesterfield,  Sterling,  Clinton,  Harrison,  War- 
ren and  Erin.  However  on  September  10th, 
1822,  Governor  Cass  issued  a  new  proclama- 
tion by  which  the  township  of  Bruce  and  the 
west  half  of  Armada  were  added  to  the  county 
of  Macomb. 

In  July,  1824,  the  township  of  Huron  was 
changed  to  Clinton  and  by  the  same  act  the 
name  of  the  river  was  changed  to  Clinton, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty arising  from  the  number  of  streams 
and  places  that  had  been  given  the  name 
of  Huron  in  the  state.  This  was  the  third 
name  that  we  know  of  borne  by  our  river, 
since  it  was  commonly  known  among  the 
Indians  and  the  very  early  French  by  the 
name  of  Nattawasippee. 

April  12th,  1827,  the  county  was  divided 
into  five  townships,  viz :  the  township  of  Wash- 
ington, including  the  present  Bruce  and 
Washington;  Shelby,  including  the  present 
Shelby  and  Sterling;  Ray,  including  the  pres- 
ent Ray  and  the  west  half  of  Armada;  Har- 
rison, including  Lenox,  Chesterfield  and  our 
present  Harrison ;  and  Clinton,  which  included 
Macomb,  Clinton,  Warren  and  Erin.  In  1832 
Macomb  was  extended  to  its  present  size  by 
the  addition  of  the  township  of  Richmond,  and 
the  east  half  of  Armada,  the  act  to  take  effect 
March  31st,  1833,  the  new  territory  being 
added  to  the  township  of  Ray,  March  9th. 
1833,  the  north  half  of  the  township  of 
Washington  was  formed  into  a  new  township 
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to  be  called  Bruee,  and  in  the  same  ytar,  on 
April  22d,  the  present  townships  of  Armada 
and  Richmond  were  formed  into  a  new  town- 
ship to  be  called  Armada,  the  first  township 
meeting  of  which  was  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Edmoud  Stewart.  By  the  act  of  March  7th, 
1834,  Ray  township  was  made  to  include  the 
present  townships  of  Ray  and  Lenox,  and 
JIaeomh  to  include  the  present  townships  of 
Macomb  and  Chesterfield,  and  Harrison  re- 
duced to  its  present  size.  Prior  to  this  time 
the  line  between  Clinton  and  Harrison  had 
been  run  so  as  to  include  in  Clinton  the  farm 
of  Jos.  Sansfaeon  {private  claim  164). 

On  March,  1835,  the  present  township  of 
Sterling  was  taken  from  Shelby  township  and 
made  the  township  of  Jefferson,  and  March 
11th,  1837,  Clinton  was  reduced  to  its  present 
size  and  the  townships  of  Hickory  and  Orange 
were  organized ;  the  township  of  Hickory  in- 
cluded the  territory  of  the  present  township 
of  Wari-en,  except  sections  12,  13,  24,  25  and 
36  thereof,  which  were  added  to  the  territory 
now  included  in  Erin  to  constitute  the  town- 
ship of  Orange.  March  20th.  1837,  Lenox 
was  separated  from  Ray  and  on  March  6th, 
1838,  Richmond  from  Armada.  At  the  same 
time  the  name  of  Jefferson  was  changed  to 
Sterling.  April  2d,  1838,  the  township  (jf 
Hickory-  was  changed  to  Alba,  and  was  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  the  sections  of  town- 
ship 1,  12  east,  which  had  heretofore  been  in- 
cluded in  the  township  of  Orange  as  above 
mentioned.  In  1839  (March  26th)  Warren 
was  given  its  present  name  and  in  1842  (Feb- 
ruary 26th)  the  township  of  Chesterfield  was 
separated  from  Macomb.  March  9th,  1843, 
Irish  patriotism  triumphed  and  secured  the 
change  of  name  from  Orange  to  Erin,  leaving 
the  county  divided  into  townships  substantial- 
ly as  at  present.  Section  36  of  Warren  has 
been  transferred  back  and  forth  from  Warren 
to  Erin  several  times  and  some  slight  modifica- 
tions have  taken  place  in  the  boundary  line 
between  Clinton  and  Harrison. 

In  1848  a  scheme  was  set  on  foot,  evidently 
at  the  instigation  of  the  residents  about  Al- 
luont,  to  establish  a  new  county  to  be  called  the 
county  of  Almont.  This  contemplated  taking 
from  Macomb  the  townships  of  Bruce  and  Ar- 
mada, seventy-two  square  miles  with  a  popu- 
lation of  2,425.  The  scheme  was  defeated,  be- 
ing reported  adversely  to  by  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  house,  as  it  would  take  from 
the  county  of  Macomb  "now  the  smallest  in 
the  state  in  point  of  territory"  and  leave  it 
with  "eight  square  miles  less  than  the  mini- 
mum limit  fixe<.l  by  the  constitution." 


An  amusing  bit  of  contusion  aiose  at  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  townships  of 
Hickory  and  Orange.  The  hrst  election  of 
Orange  was  designated  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Louis  Groesbeek,  and  the  fiist  election  of 
Hickory  at  the  house  of  Louis  B  Chipaton. 
Now  it  happened  that  Chapaton  li^ed  in  the 
new  town  of  Orange  and  (jioesbeck  m  Hick- 
ory. The  provision  of  the  statutes  led  to  con- 
fusion and  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the  vot- 
ers. The  people  of  Hickory  took  possession  of 
the  polling  place  fixed  by  the  act  for  Orange 
and  there  held  their  election,  as  it  was  really 
intended  they  should.  The  people  of  Orange 
failed  to  hold  an  election.  A  special  election 
was  provided,  to  be  held  in  Orange  on  Jtine 
30th,  1837,  by  act  of  the  legislature  at  its  spe- 
cial session  in  1837,  and  the  election  held  by 
the  people  of  Hickory  at  the  improper  place 
was  ratified.  At  the  October  session  of  1837 
of  the  board  of  supervisors,  accordingly, 
George  Bolan  appeared,  representing  Hickory 
and  John  B.  Cottrell  representing  Orange. 

In  1837  there  was  a  return  to  the  commis- 
sioner's system  of  administering  the  affairs  of 
the  county  which  had  been  in  vogue  up  to 
1827.  The  first  commissioners  were  Solomon 
Porter,  Sanford  H.  Corbin  and  Ephraim  Cal- 
kins. They  organized  as  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners November  20th,  1838.  In  1841  Neil 
Gray,  Jr.,  succeeded  Corbiu  and  in  1842 
Henry  Teats  succeeded  Solomon  Porter.  The 
last  meeting  of  these  commissioners  was  held 
March  10th,  1842.  After  that  time  a  return 
was  had  to  the  system  of  the  county  legisla- 
ture, consisting  of  the  supervisors  of  the  sev- 
eral township.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  after  the  return  to  this 
system,  shows  the  following  supervisors :  From 
Bruce,  Minot  T.  Lane ;  Washington,  John 
Keeler;  Shelby,  Samuel  Axford;  Sterling, 
William  A.  Davis^  Warren,  George  Bolan; 
Armada,  Solomon  Lathrop;  Ray,  Alexander 
Tackels;  Macomb,  Calvin  Davis;  Clinton, 
Richard  Butler ;  Orange,  Solomon  Porter ; 
Richmond,  James  Flowers;  Lenox,  Aldis  L. 
Rich ;  Chesterfield,  Samuel  P.  Canfield;  Harri- 
son, Henry  Teats. 

As  has  already  been  said,  Mount  Clemens 
was,  upon  the  organization  of  the  county,  des- 
ignated as  the  seat  of  justice  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  March  lltli,  1818,  and  has  remained 
the  county  seat  ever  since,  but  it  has  not  been 
without  effort  that  Mount  Clemens  has  suc- 
ceeded in  holding  this  vantage  point.  Direct- 
ly after  the  burning  of  the  log  court  house, 
in  December,  1835,  a  bill  was  introduced  by 
Senator  Summers  to  provide  for  the  relocation 
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of  tilt!  cotinty  .si^at  (if  Maeomb  eouuty.  It  is 
impossible  now  to  determine  exactly  who  were 
the  active  promoters  of  this  bill,  but  in  view 
of  Mr.  Summer's  home  being  at  Utica,  and  the 
fact  that  just  at  that  time  Utica  was  more 
prominent  and  active  because  of  the  building 
of  the  canal,  the  Detroit  and  Utica  Railroad 
and  other  enterprises,  it  seems  probable  that 
the  hope  of  the  promoters  of  the  bill  was  to 
secure  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  Utiea. 
February  28th  the  senate  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  considered  the  bill  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  as'ain,  which  was  granted,  against  the 
opposition  of  Mr.  Summers.  March  3d  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  from  which  it  was 
taken  thirteen  days  later,  and  together  with 
certain  letters  presented  by  Mr.  Siunmers  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  Mr. 
Summers  voting  No.  March  18th  the  bill  was 
reported  out  with  amendments  and  laid  on  the 
table,  from  which  it  was  taken  JIarch  30th, 
and,  on  the  question  of  being  put  to  third 
reading,  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  six  to  eight,  Mr. 
Summers  voting  Yes.  The  bill  again  eame  up 
for  consideration  April  1st,  and  was  taken 
from  the  table ;  and  after  the  loss  of  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
was  ordered  engrossed  for  the  third  reading, 
and  passed  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  six.  The 
house,  however,  disposed  of  the  bill  very 
promptly  by  striking  oiit  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  and  indefinitely  postponing  further 
consideration  thereof.  At  this  time  the  mem- 
bers of  the  house  from  Macomb  were  DeWitt 
C.  "Walker,  Samuel  Axford  and  John  Stock- 
ton. 

Another  and  more  serious  effort  to  deprive 
Mt.  Clemens  of  the  county  seat  took  place  in 
1B79.  It  was  opened  by  a  petition  addressed 
t )  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county, 
siijned  b>  Har\ev  Mellen  and  126  others  from 
111  and  about  Romeo,  stating  that  they  recog- 
nised the  necessitv  of  the  county  having  a  new 
c  lurthouse  and  jail  and  that  the  citizens  of 
Romeo  and  vicinity  had  subscribed  $30,000  as 
a  free  gift  to  the  county  if  the  county  seat 
should  be  located  at  the  Village  of  Romeo,  and 
asking  the  submission  of  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  county  seat  to  Romeo  at  the 
next  election  to  be  held.  The  controversy  be- 
tween Romeo  and  Mt.  Clemens  for  the  county 
seat  of  that  time,  was  warm  and  not  without 
its  bitterness.  The  proposition  of  submitting 
it  to  the  electors  in  the  spring  election  of  1879 
was  defeated  only  by  a  tie  vote,  and  the  ex- 
citement became  intense.  The  outcome  of  the 
controversy,  however,  was  that  the  liberal  offer 
of  Romeo  was  declined  and  the  offer  of  Mt. 


Clemens  to  furnish  $25,000  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  courthouse  was  accepted.  This 
sum  was  secured  by  the  bonding  of  the  city  to 
the  amount  of  $20,000  and  private  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  $5,000.  The  corner 
stone  of  the  new  courthouse  was  laid  October 
21,  1880,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Masons.  On  this  occasion  a  histori- 
cal address  was  delivered  by  George  M.  Crock- 
er, then  mayor  of  the  city,  in  which  the  history 
of  the  site  of  the  building  and  of  the  former 
courthouses  were  touclied  upon. 

At  this  time  the  jail  of  the  county  was  lo- 
cated on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  a 
short  distance  west  of  Pine,  and  from  its  poor 
construction  and  its  dilapidation  was  a  dis- 
grace to  the  county.  In  1880  the  proposition 
appropriating  $10,000  for  a  new  jail  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  and  carried  by  a  small 
majority,  and  the  present  jail,  situated  on  the 
cornel"  of  Cass  and  Front,  was  finished  in 
March,  1882. 

Among  Macomb  County's  sons  who  have 
filled. offices  outside  of  the  County  should  be 
named  our  Congressman,  lion.  James  L.  Con- 
ger, in  1851-3,  and  lion.  Edgar  Weeks,  1899- 
1903;  the  Secretaries  of  State  (Michigan), 
Robert  P.  Eldredge,  1842-46;  and  William 
Jenney,  1879-82;  Thomas  M.  Crocker,  Collec- 
tor of  U.  S.  Customs  at  Port  Huron;  Porter 
Kibhee,  Commissioner  of  State  Land  Office, 
1850-54;  Judson  S.  Farrar.  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Sarnia.  1885-89,  and  State  Adjutant-General, 
1891-93. 

Li  the  Territorial  Legislatuir,  Macomb  was 
represented  as  follows  r 

1st  Legislature,  1824-5,  by  John  Stoelrton 
and  Joseph  Miller. 

2d  Legislature,  1826-7.  by  John  Stockton 
and  William  A.  Burt. 

3d  Legislature,  1828-9,  by  John  Stockton. 

4th  Legislature.  1830-1.  by  John  Stockton. 

5th  Legislature,  1832-3,  by  Alfred  Ashley. 

6th  Legislature,  1834-5,  by  John  Stockton. 

The  State  Senators  who  have  hailed  from 
Blacomb  with  the  sessions  at  which  they  held 
seats  are  as  follows:  Charles  Andrews,  of  Ar- 
mada, 1867-9-70;  William  W.  Andrus,  of 
Utiea,  1881-82 ;  John  E,  Barringer,  of  Arma- 
da, 1887-89:  Seymour  Brownell,  of  Utiea, 
1872;  Martin  Crocker,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1891- 
1892 ;  George  B.  Davis,  of  Utica,  1899-1900 : 
Robert  P.  Eldredge,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1847-48 ; 
Neil  Gray,  Jr.,  of  Bay,  1843-44;  William  Jen- 
ney, Jr.,  1877 ;  Giles  Hubbard,  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, 1865 ;  Cortez  P.  Hooker,  of  Ashley  {New 
Baltimore),  1855;  Henry  C.  Kihbee,  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  1851 ;  John  N.  Mellen,  of  Romeo, 
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1873-4-5 ;  Harvey  MeUen,  of  Komeo,  1893 ;  Je- 
rome W,  Nime,  of  Washington,  1901 ;  Gel  Rix, 
of  Richmond,  1846-7;  Andrew  S.  Robertson, 
of  Mt.  Clemens,  1863;  Abner  C.  Smith,  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  1845-6;  John  S.  Smith,  of  Armada, 
1853;  John  Stockton,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1835-6; 
Jacob  Summers,  of  Utiea,  1837-8-9-40,  '49-50; 
and  Dewitt  C.  Walker,  of  Romeo,  1841-2. 

The  members  of  the  Michigan  Hoiise  of  Rep- 
resentatives elected  from  Macomb  County  are 
as  follows :  Oliver  Adams,  Utiea,  1853 ;  Sam- 
uel Axf  ord,  of  Shelby,  1839-40-43 ;  Adam  Ben- 
nett, New  Haven,  1893;  William  Brownell, 
Utiea,  1857-8-61-2";  William  A.  Burt,  Mt.  Ver- 
non, 1853 ;  Richard  Butler,  Mt.  Clemens,  1838 ; 
Fred  C.  BuzzeU,  Romeo,  1893;  Chauncey  G. 
Cady,  Mt.  Clemens,  1849;  Horace  H.  Cady, 
Mt.  Clemens,  1843-65-73-74;  Ephraim  Calkins, 
Utiea,  1837 ;  Lucius  H.  Canfield,  New  Haven 
{now  of  Mt.  Clemens) ,  1877-89-91-2 ;  Samuel 
P.  Canfield,  New  Haven,  1853 ;  Harlehigh  Car- 
ter, Utiea  (later  of  Mt.  Clemens) ,  1845-50 ;  Ira 
G.  Chapman,  Utiea.  1901-3 ;  Sanford  H.  Cor- 
bin,  Armada,  1851 ;  Martin  Crocker,  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, 1887;  Israel  Curtis,  Erin,  1849;  Calvin 
Davis,  Macomb,  1845;  Geo.  B.  Davis,  Utiea, 
1895-7 ;  Jas.  B.  Eldredge,  Mt.  Clemens,  1863- 
1864;  Hieronvmus  Englenian,  Centerline, 
1885-7;  Philander  Ewell,  Utiea,  1855;  Cortez 

B.  H.  Fessenden,  Utiea,  1842;  James  Flower, 
Armada,  1849 ;  Linus  S.  Gilbert,  Romeo,  1837 ; 
Daniel  G.  Gleason,  Richmond,  1883-5:  Alonzo 
A.  Goodman,  Mt.  Clemens,  1857;  Alexander 
Grant,  Utiea,  1881-3;  Daniel  C.  Greene,  Ro- 
meo, 1879 ;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  Warren, 
1863-4;  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  Mt.  Clemens,  1839; 
Iliron  Ilatheway,  of  Ray  and  Armada,  1842- 
1855;  Cortez  P.  Hooker,  of  Romeo  (later  of 
New '  Baltimore) ,  1850;  Frederick  G.  Ken- 
drick,  Roseville  (later  of  Mt.  Clemens),  1869- 
1870 ;  Minot  T.  Lane,  Romeo,  1838-48 ;  Gurdon 

C.  Leech,  Utiea,  1841;  Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr.. 
Utiea,  1846 ;  Josiah  Lee,  Ray,  1841 ;  Chas.  F. 
Mallory,  Romeo,  1863-4-5;  Elisha  F.  Mead, 
Romeo,  1867-9-70;  Harvey  Mellen.  Romeo, 
1889-91-2;  Norton  L.  Miller,  Mt.  Clemens, 
1869-70-1-2;  Isaac  Monfort,  Ray,  1835-6-7; 
Dexter  Mussey,  Romeo,  1855-7-8-9-61-2 
(Speaker  of  the  House  for  1861-2) ;  William 
F.  Nank,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  1905 ;  Warren  Par- 
ker, Milton.  1879-81-2;  Layman  B.  Price, 
Utiea,  1847;  Deliverance  S.  Priest,  Romeo, 
1871-2-3-4 ;  Henry  L.  Reeves,  Roseville,  18S9 ; 
William  A.  Rowley,  Mt.  Clemens,  1895-7 ;  Hi- 
ram D.  Runyan,  Disco,  1871-2;  Peter  Sehars. 
New  Baltimore,  1865-7;  Caspar  F.  Shattler, 
Roseville,  1875;  Orson  Sheldon,  Utiea,  1838; 
Seth    K.    Shetterly,    Utiea,    1869-77;    David 


Shook,  xMt.  Clemens,  1851 ;  Jacob  Shook,  Sit. 
Clemens,  1847;  John  B.  St.  John,  Sterling, 
1848 ;  John  Stockton,  Mt.  Clemens,  1840-1-50 
(Speaker  pro  tem  in  1850) ;  Jacob  Summers, 
Utiea,  1835-6;  Alexander  Tackles,  Romeo, 
1835-6-9 ;  Henry  D.  Terry,  Mt.  Clemens,  1848 ; 
Robert  Thompson,  New  Baltimore,  1859 ;  Fhilo 
Tillson,  Mt.  Clemens  (later  of  Romeo),  1844; 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  Romeo,  1840-4-6  (Speaker 
pro  tem  in  1844) ;  Frank  C.  Wells,  Warren, 
1899-1900 ;  James  E.  Weter,  Richmond,  1899- 
1900-1;  Thomas  M.  Wilson,  New  Baltimore. 
1861-2-75. 

Those  who,  as  sheriffs,  have  held  the  chief 
execiitive  office  of  the  county  of  Macomb  are 
as  follows: 

James  Pulton 1818-22 

William  Meldrum 1822-28 

M.  Nye 1828-30 

Addison  Chamberlain   1830-32 

William  Canfield ia32-';6 

Abraham  Freeland 1836-38 

Calvin  Davis 18.38-40 

Lyman  B.  Price 1840-42 

Amos  B.  Cooley 1842-44 

John  G.  Dixon 1844-46 

Varnum  Luf kin 1846-48 

Milo  Selleck  1848-50 

Walter  Porter   1850-52 

Thomas  Golby 18.j2-56 

Charles  C.  Lamb 1856-60 

Joseph  Hubbard   1860-64 

George  E.  Adair  1864-66 

Haswell  Church 1866-70 

Frederick  G.  Kendrick 1870-74 

Winfield  S.  Hathaway  1874-78 

Louis  Groesbeck    1878-80 

Thomas  W.  Newton 1880-82 

Louis  Groesbeck 1882-86 

Samuel  DeKay 1886-88 

(Died  in  office,  January,  1888.) 

William  Longstaff Jan.,  1888-89 

Frank  Culver  . . ; 1889-92 

Leonard  Schneider 1892-94 

William  F.  Nank 1894-98 

Louis  T.  Cady 1898-1902 

Alexander  Mclnnis 1902-04 

George  P.  Eckstein 1904- 

The  Judges  of  Probate  for  the  county  have 
been  as  follows : 

Christian  Clemens 1818-36 

Prescott  B.  Thurston 1836-40 

Peter  S.  Palmer 1840-41 

(Resigned  and  at  special  election  Por- 
ter Kiibbee  elected  June  19,  1841, 

Porter  Kibbee 1841-48 

Prescott  Thurston  1848-60 

Isaac  B.  Gilbert 1860-64 
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Henry  O.  Smith 1^64-68 

Thomas  L.  Sackett 1868-75 

(Died  in  office,  July  15,  1875.) 

Edgar  Weeks 1875-76 

James  B.  Eldredge 1876-84 

George  M.  Crocker 1884-92 

James  G.  Tucker 1892-96 

Silas  B.  Spier 1896-1900 

Setb  W.  Knight 1900-04 

Franz  C.  Kuhn  1904- 

The  county  clerlis  have  been  as  follows : 

John  Stockton 1818-25 

Thomas  Brandon 1825-26 

B.  S.  Rice 1826-28 

Robert  P.  Eldredge 1828-30 

Richard  Butler 1830-36 

Amos  Dalby 1836-46 

Robert  Thompson   1846-48 

Ira  Stout 1848-50 

Theron  Cudworth   1850-52 

John  S.  Fletcher 1852-54 

Perrin  Crawford   1854-56 

Johii  B.  EUsivorth 1856-58 

H.  0.  Smith 1858-64 

James  Whiting 1864-66 

William  M.  Connor 1866-70 

Charles  S.  Groesbeck 1870-78 

William  L.  Dieken 1878-82 

Watson  W.  Lyons 1882-86 

Fred  C.  Kettler 1886-90 

Watson  W.  Lyons 1890-92 

Edward  C.  Wiemann 1892-94 

Milo  W.  Davis 1894-98 

Harvey  P.  Edwards 1898-1902 

Charles  C.  Bradley 1902- 

Registers  of  Deeds : 

John  Stockton 1818-28 

William  Meldrum  1828-32 

Rodney  0.  Cooley 1832-38 

Amos  Dalby 1838-44 

Henry  Teats 1844-48 

Robert  H.  Wallace 1848-52 

John  J.  Traver 1852-56 

Norton  L.  .Miller  1856-60 

(Jeorge  AV.  French 1860-62 

Thomas  L.  Sackett 1862-68 

Alonzo  M.  Keeler 1868-70 

George  W.  Robertson  1870-72 

Alonzo  M.  Keeler 1872-74 

Trangott  Lungershausen 1874-80 

Judson  S.  Farrar 1880-86 

Arthur  E.  Van  Eps 1886-90 

Samiiel  P.  St.  John 1890-94 

Frank  W.  Preussel 1894-98 

Henry  J.  Switzer 1898-1902 

Elmer  V.  Sutton 1902- 

Treasurers : 
Christian  Clemens 1818-27 


John  S.  Axford 1827-32 

Hiram  Calkins 1832-34 

Horace  H.  Cady 1834-36 

Rodney  0.  Cooley  1836-40 

Henry  M.  Dodge 1840-42 

Thomas  M.  Perry 1842-48 

Allen  P.  Bentley 1848-52 

Joshua  B.  Dickinson  1852-56 

Charles  B.  Matthews 1856-60 

Edward  C.  GaUup 1860-62 

Justus  R.  Crandall 1862-66 

Josiah  T.  Robinson  1866-67 

Joseph  Hubbard February  1867-68 

(By  appointment.) 

Oliver  Chapaton 1868-78 

Charles  Tackles  1878-82 

John  E.  Barringer 1882-86 

Paul  Lefevre   1886-90 

John  Priehs 1890-94 

August  P.  Kaiser  1894-08 

Gilbert  B.  Lovejoy 1898-1902 

Ferdinand  Matz 1902- 

I'rosecuting  Attorneys ; 

Ezra  B.  Prescott 1818-20 

George  A.  O'Keefe  1820-28 

Alexander  D.  Fraser 1828-32 

Robert  P.  Eldredge 1832-34 

Cornelius  O'Flvnn 1834-38 

DeWitt  C.  Walker 1838-40 

John  J.  Jjeonard 1840-42 

Harlehigh  Carter 1842-44 

William  T.  Mitchell 1844-46 

Andrew  B.  Robertson  1846-50 

Giles  Hubbard  1850-56 

Richard  Butler 1856-58 

Giles  Hubbard 1858-60 

Elisha  F.  Mead 1860-62 

Thomas  M.  Crocker 1862-64 

James  B.  Eldredge   1864-66 

Edgar  Weeks   1866-70 

James  B.  Eldredge  1870-76 

George  M.  Crocker 1876-80 

Irving  D.  Hanscom 1880-82 

(Removed  from  county  and  resigned  June, 
1882,) 

Dwight  N.  Lowell June  1882-83 

Franklin  P.  Monfort 1883-88 

James  G.  Tucker 1888-92 

Oscar  C.  Lungerhaiisen 1892-94 

John  A.  Weeks 1894-98 

Franz  C.  Kuhn 1898-1904 

Allen  W.  Kent 1904- 

County  Surveyors  : 

John  B.  HoUister 1830-32 

WiUiam  A.  Burt 1832-34 

Ephraim  Calkins 1834-36 

Joel  Manley 1836-44 

Charles  F.  JIaUory 1842-.50 
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Liidwiek  Weslowski  1850-52 

Geo.  E.  Adair 1852-56 

Addison  P.  Brewer 1856-60 

Geo.  H.  Fenner 1860-62 

Liidwick  "Weslowski 1862-64 

Oscar  S.  Burgess 1864-70 

Geo.  E.  Adair 1870-72 

Oscar  S.  Burgess 1872-74 

Clarence  Stephens 1874-76 

George  E.  Adair 1876-84 

C.E.Adair 1884-90 

Milton  Nye  1890-94 

Cortez  Fessenden 1894-1905 

The  population  of  Macomb  connty  accord- 
ing to  the  official  ca'iisus  for  the  various  years 
is  as  follows : 

1837    «-Sy-^ 

1840    9,T16 

1845    13,491 

1850    15,5^2 

1854  18.114 

1860   22,843 

1864   22.404 

1870    27.619 

1874   28.305 

1880   :il,92T 

1884   :n.330 

1890    31.813 

1894    32,382 

1900    33.244 

1904    33.095 


tlllAPTEE    VII. 


Michigan  entered  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of 
its  youth  into  the  internal  improvement  move- 
jnent,  which  swept  over  all  of  the  Western 
States  in  the  fonrth  decade  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. The  question  of  a  national  system  of 
internal  improvements  having  been  settled  in 
the  negative  by  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the 
establishment  of  the  MaysviUe  Road  in  1830, 
the  states  undertook  to  carry  on  the  work,  and 
during  the  next  few  years  entered  upon  vast 
schemes  of .  internal  improvement  with  bor- 
rowed capital  to  such  an  extent  that  confu- 
sion, discredit  and  in  some  cases  repudiation 
followed.  The  constitutional  convention, 
which  met  at  Detroit  in  May,  1835,  adopted  as 
part  of  the  constitution  this  article:  "Inter- 
nal improvements  shall  be  encouraged  by  the 
Government  of  this  state,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 


make  provision  by  law  for  ascertaining  the 
proper  objects  of  improvement  in  relation  to 
roads,  canals  and  navigable  rivers,  and  it  shall 
also  be  their  duty  to  provide  by  law  for  an 
equal,  systematic,  and  economical  application 
of  the  funds  which  may  be  appropriated  to 
these  objects." 

Although  the  state  was  not  adjnitted  formal- 
ly until  January,  1837,  it  was  then  recognized 
as  having  existed  as  a  state  since  November, 
1835,  when  the  Governor  came  into  office  and 
the  Legislature  met.  At  the  first  session  of 
the  Legislature,  which  lasted  but  twelve  days, 
both  houses  appointed  committees  on  internal 
improvements,  and  when  the  Legislature  again 
met  in  February,  1836,  the  Governor  in  his 
message  recommended  as  among  the  objects 
tiiiljing  for  the  attention  of  the  new  legislators 
that  of  internal  improvements.  He  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  an  engineer  or 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  investigate,  an 
application  to  Congress  for  a  donation  of  pub- 
lic lands  and  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriz- 
ing the  state  to  subscribe  for  a  large  amount 
of  the  capital  stock  vested  in  the  companies 
which  had  any  improvements  in  process  of 
contemplation.  Many  petitions  for  the  im- 
provement of  rivers,  construction  of  dams  and 
building  of  roads  were  granted  or  referred 
to  committees,  and  in  the  next  Legislature, 
that  of  1837,  the  work  of  internal  improve- 
inents  was  pushed  forward  with  all  possible 
enargy  and  enthusiasm.  Indeed  it  has  been 
said  that  from  the  proceedings  of  her  early 
Legislatures,  it  might  well  be  imagined  that 
ilichigan  sought  the  privileges  of  a  state  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  building  canals,  railroads 
and  turnpilies  and  improving  rivers  and  har- 
bors. It  was  desired  by  those  in  power  to 
secure  either  the  absolute  ownership  by  the 
state  of  the  internal  improvements,  or  the 
ownership  of  enough  stock  to  give  the  state  a 
controlling  influence.  It  was  thought  that 
the  needs  of  the  country  could  be  better  deter- 
mined by  the  state  than  by  a  private  company, 
and  it  was  even  expected  that  the  entire  in- 
come of  the  state  could  be  obtained  from  the 
profits  arising  out  of  the  operation  of  these 
improvements.  January  24,  1837,  the  house 
committee  made  a  lengthy  report  which  shows 
the  effect  of  the  rapid  development  of  the 
country  upon  the  imagination  of  the  people,  in 
the  expectation  which  seems  now  little  less 
than  visionary  of  vast  wealth  and  prosperity 
which  was  to  follow  the  adoption  of  the  policy 
recommended.  Internal  improvements  wap 
designated  as  "the  high  road  to  national  pros- 
perity."   The  policy  of  internal  improvements 
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was  declared  by  this  coiiitnittee  to  be  no  longer 
an  experiment,  bnt  to  have  been  tested  all 
over  the  country ;  that  a  stiidy  of  the  improve- 
ments in  the  other  states  would  present  a  safe 
jrnide  of  the  judgment  upon  undertaking  of 
this  character.  The  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  new  policy  by  the  state  in  the  way  of 
increased  population,  increased  industry  and 
demand  for  products  of  the  soil  were  largely 
dwelt  upon.  The  principal  ar^iment,  how- 
ever, was  based  npon  the  proposition  that  the 
money  was  to  be  an  iiivi'stuR'tit  and  not  an 
expenditure,  and  aii  estimate  of  the  income  to 
he  derived  from  the  itivestiiient  was  made. 
Speakinjr  of  the  development  of  the  state,  the 
committee  declared,  "The  romance  of  the  past 
ajre  is  the  reality  of  the  present."  Viewed  in 
the  lii-'ht  of  its  results  and  the  disastoivi^  which 
have  iollnwcd.  this  n-|io]1  and  .■stimatc  exeitr 
our  astunislmieiit  anil  ahu.ist  on]-  ('oiileiiipt. 
and  yet  it  is  impossible  to  deny,  iiut  that  under 
the  same  circumstances  and  with  the  infor- 
mation which  was  then  available,  any  of  us 
niifiht  have  been  ecpiaily  carried  away.  The 
result  of  the  Legislature's  work  was  the  adop- 
tion of  a  scheme  of  internal  improvements 
which,  besides  minor  details,  proposed  the  es- 
tablishment of  five  lines  of  communication  be- 
tween the  lakes  on  the  east  and  Lake  Michigan, 
three  of  which  were  railroads  and  two  canals. 
Interesting  and  inviting  as  the  suKject  is.  the 
proposed  improvements,  aside  from  the  Clin- 
ton and  Kalamazoo  Canal,  must  be  passed  by 
without  other  notice  than  to  say  the  railroads 
thus  started,  ultimately  became  the  Michigan 
Central  and  Michigan  Southern  railroads,  and 
that  the  third  railroad  was  pro.iected  to  start 
at  Palmer,  now  St.  Clair,  or  at  Port  Huron 
and  to  terminate  at  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
lirand  Hiver.  The  canals  were  known  as  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal  and  the  Sagi- 
naw Canal.  The  first  commencing  at  or  near 
-Mt.  Clemens  and  terminating  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  River  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan; the  second  connecting  Saginaw  and  Ma- 
ple rivers.  For  the  survey  of  the  routes  of 
these  canals,  and  for  the  survey  of  the  St. 
Joe,  Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers  to  be  used 
in  connection  therewith,  the  sum  of  $20,000 
was  appropriated. 

The  report  of  these  surveys  and  of  all  the 
investigation  relative  to  internal  improve- 
ments was  adopted,  and  thus  the  state  was 
committed  to  the  undertaking  of  work  which 
was  estimated  to  cost  many  millions  of  dollars, 
and  if  carried  out  would  have  cost  twice  the 
estimate.  In  considering  the  folly  which  led 
to  tiie  adoption  of  such  a  course,  it  must  be 


remembered  that  Michigan,  according  to  the 
census  of  1837,  only  had  175,000  population; 
that  Detroit,  "the  great  commercial  market 
and  emporium  for  the  State,"  contained  a 
population  of  9,278,  of  whom  4,355  were  under 
21  years  of  age ;  that  the  means  of  communica- 
tion through  the  state  were  very  meagre,  and 
that  iiltlioiigh  ])opidation  and  industry  had 
grown  must  rapidly,  there  was  little  to  justify 
the  exjieetation  that  blisiness  would  increase 
to  utilize  all  the  in»provements  proposed.  On 
the  other  hand,  looking  back  from  1837  upon 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  preceding  two  decades, 
the  optimist  seems  justified  in  indulging  in 
fairy  dreams  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
population  of  Michigan  in  1820  was  8,896, 
j^howing  an  increase  in  seventeen  years  of 
twenty  fold.  The  increase  in  population  dur- 
ini.'  tlic  three  years  from  1834-1837  was  over 
NT.IKHi.  .\s  illustrative  of  the  strength  of  the 
ti{le  of  iiniriigration  flowing  into  the  state,  of 
which  Macomb  County  received  its  due  share, 
a  i|notati<m  from  the  Detroit  Journal,  May 
12,  1831).  may  be  allowed;  "on  the  5th  inst., 
ive  stated  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
landed  at  this  port,  with  the  intention  of  set- 
tling in  the  territory  was  beween  400  and  500. 
The  number  since  that  date  may  be  estimated 
as  between  eighteen  and  nineteen  hundred. 
Since  the  first  of  April  (a  period  of  six  weeks) 
twenty-four  hundred  have  lauded  at  Detroit 
alone.  Another  important  factor  in  the  high 
hopes  and  enthusiasm  of  the  time  was  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Erie  Canal  in  New  York  State,  and 
the  prasperity  which  followed  its  opening. 
This  canal  opened  a  route  by  which  could  be 
reached,  "The  territory  of  Michigan,  the  Yan- 
kee land  of  promise  fiowing  with  milk  and 
honey,"  as  <mr  state  was  euphemistically 
called  in  one  of  the  toasts  of  the  day. 

.\ot  only  was  the  state  itself  active  in  the 
wa,v  of  internal  improvements,  but  the  Legis- 
lature was  besieged  by  private  companies  for 
charters  authorizing  the  building  of  roads 
and  canals,  twentv-eight  of  these  being  organ- 
ized in  1838, 

The  day  after  the  approval  of  the  bill  for 
the  survey  of  the  various  routes,  two  bills  were 
approved  by  the  Governor  also  touching  the 
internal  improvements.  One  of  these  pro- 
vided for  the  borrowing  of  $5,000,000  to  be  ex- 
pended for  internal  improvements,  for  which 
bonds  were  to  be  issued,  and  the  faith  of  the 
state  pledged.  From  this  loan  was  secured  the 
most  of  the  vast  sums  expended  in  the  internal 
improvements  the  next  few  years.  The  other 
act  provided  for  the  placing  of  the  superin- 
tendence of  this  work  in  the  hands  of  six  com- 
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missioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
who  should  have  charge  of  the  work,  employ- 
ing as  many  agents,  engineers,  surveyors, 
architects  and  othere.  as  was  thought  neces- 
sary,  with  power  to  fix  their  salaries,  deter- 
mine the  rates  of  toll  and  attend  to  all  other 
necessary  details.  During  the  year,  surveys 
were  made  and  the  roads  and  canals  provided 
for,  were  located  and  the  work  begun.  The 
following  year,  the  danger  and  folly  in  such 
an  extensive  system  of  improvements  began  to 
be  apparent,  and  the  financial  panic,  which 
spread  all  over  the  country,  resulted  in  great 
difRculties  in  financing  the  proposed  improve- 
ments; difHeulties  which  increased  until  they 
compelled  the  abandonment  of  the  scheme  en- 
tirely. 

Turning  now  to  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo 
Canal,  the  larger  part  of  which  so  far  as  con- 
structed lies  within  the  limits  of  our  county, 
it  is  interesting  and  instructive  to  follow  the 
reports  of  the  various  officials  on  the  work 
itself,  and  the  various  proposed  improvements 
in  connection  therewith. 

In  1838  the  commissioners  on  internal  im- 
provements reported  that  they  had  held  a 
meeting  at  Pontiac  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
all  parties  interested  in  the  location  of  the 
canal,  and  that  at  that  meeting  aresolution  was 
passed  declaring  that  the  proposed  route  was 
practicable,  and  that  the  improvement  should 
consist  of  a  canal  the  entire  distance,  rather 
than  part  canal  and  part  railroad.  They  fur- 
ther reported  that  the  surveyed  route  passed 
near  the  center  of  almost  every  county 
through  which  it  ran,  and  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  intended;  that  several  long  levels  could  be 
obtained,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  water 
procured  for  all  seasons  and  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense. ' '  That  the  question  is  now  settled,  and 
it  remains  for  the  Legislature  to  say  how  soon 
a  work  so  splendid  shall  be  commenced  and 
forced  to  its  completion.  At  this  date  there 
is  no  doubt  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  supe- 
rior advantages  of  canals  over  railroads  in  the 
country  on  the  immediate  line  of  the  improve- 
ment, when  heavy  and  bullcy  article  are  to 
be  transported.  For  the  convenience  of  pas- 
sengers, Michigan  has  now  three  railroads  in 
progress,  running  across  the  state,  and  this 
canal  will  do  aU  the  heavy  transportation  to 
and  from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Grand 
and  Kalamazoo  rivers.  This  improvement  will 
place  Michigan  before  any  of  her  sister  states 
in  the  work  of  internal  improvement,  eatiy 
and  wisely  conceived  and  vigorously  prose- 
cuted for  the  benefit  of  her  citizens. ' ' 


'I'he  estimate  of  the  engineer  for  the  first 
sixty  miles  west  of  Mt.  Clemens  was  submit- 
ted. From  Utica  eastward  there  were  two 
routes  proposed,  one  to  Mt.  Clemens,  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  miles,  and  one  to  L'  Anse 
Creuse,  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  The  Mt.  Clem- 
ens route  was  estimated  to  cost  anore  per  mile, 
but  less  in  the  aggregate.  From  Utica  west- 
ward, there  were  also  two  routes  proposed, 
one  known  as  the  Rochester  route,  which  was 
afterwards  adopted,  and  the  other,  Troy  and 
Aiiburn  route.  The  estimate  of  the  total  cost 
of  the  61  miles  lying  east  of  Oar  Creek  to 
L'Anse  Creuse  Bay  was  $1,000,701,  and  of  the 
shorter  route  to  Mt.  Clemens,  $990,550.29.  The 
estimate  of  the  commissioners  of  the  entire 
length  of  the  canal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kala- 
mazoo Biver  was  216  miles,  with  an  entire  cost 
of  construction  of  $2,250,000. 

By  the  report  of  James  B.  Hunt,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo  Canal, 
made  in  January,  1839,  it  appears  that  he 
succeeded  James  Kurd,  Chief  Engineer  on  tlie 
canal,  the  May  preceding  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  let  the  contract  for  that  part  of 
the  canal  commencing  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
running  as  far  west  as  the  appropriation 
would  reach.  That  the  part  between  Mt. 
Clemens  and  ITtica  was  advertised  to  be  let 
June  28,  1838,  at  which  time  about  60  pro- 
posals were  received  for  the  whole  or  different 
parts  of  the  work.  That  the  stone  lock  con- 
necting the  canal  with  the  river  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens was  let  to  Alexander  Clemens,  of  Ohio,  for 
the  sum  of  $1,400  per  foot  lift  with  lock  gates, 
etc.,  complete;  that  the  contractor  had  deliv- 
ered part  of  the  stone  which  had  been  brought 
from  Ohio;  that  the  canal  was  divided  into 
sections  of  one  mile  each,  the  first  of  which  was 
let  to  Jas.  B.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  on  that  sec- 
tion the  grubbing  was  principally  finished,  and 
considerable  of  the  excavation  had  been  made ; 
that  the  next  section  was  let  to  Robert  "Wat- 
tles and  the  third  section  to  Messrs.  Plues. 
Wilson  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  "and  includes  one 
stone  lock  and  two  aquediiets  across  the  river 
on  stone  piers  with  wood  trunks;  it  is  the 
most  expensive  mile  on  the  ea.stern  section  of 
the  canal."  This  last  section  is  the  section 
which  would  cross  the  main  river  just  above 
where  the  Hacker  bridge  now  is,  and  the  south 
branch  at  a  point  directly  west.  We  quote 
further  from  the  report.  "It  is  known  to  the 
Board  that  the  engineers  were  opposed  to  this 
place  of  crossing  the  river,  both  on  account  of 
the  expense  of  the  first  construction  and  the 
cost  of  repairs,  as  well  as  to  the  interraption 
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of  navigation  whon  repairs  should  be  required. 
Tlie  citizens  of  Mt.  Clentens  were  opposed  to 
the  plans  of  the  engineers,  using  the  river 
from  the  mills  of  Judge  Steevens  (at  Freder- 
ick) down  to  the  village,  which  would  have 
done  away  with  the  necessity  of  these  aque- 
ducts. They  applied  to  the  Board  then  in  ses- 
sion to  make  a  peisonal  examination  of  the 
route  and  determine  the  manner  in  which  it 
should  be  constructed.  The  work  now  under 
contract  is  in  conformity  with  that  decision 
of  the  Board,  and  although  it  is  an  expensive 
piece  of  work,  yet  at  the  prices  paid  and  the 
great  experience  and  high  character  of  the 
persons  who  took  the  contract,  it  is  supposed 
that  it  will  be  done  well  and  more  reasonably 
than  the  undersigned  had  anticipated.  The 
stone  lock  was  let  at  $1,365  per  foot  lift  with 
gates,  etc.,  complete." 

1'he  question  of  constructing  the  canal  prop- 
er from  Frederick  to  Mt.  Clemens,  or  of  using 
the  river  between  these  points,  was  much  de- 
bated, both  by  the  citizens  of  the  two  places 
and  by  the  engineers  and  workmen  on  the 
canal.  The  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens  were  evi- 
dently fearful  that  if  the  canal  itself  termi- 
nated at  Frederick  that  that  village  would  sur- 
pass 5It.  Clemens  in  population,  business  and 
importance,  as  indeed  at  that  time  it  promised 
to  do.  Accordingly  Wt.  Clemens  strongly 
urged  the  construction  of  the  canal  itself  to 
Mt.  Clemens  and  as  it  appears  by  the  above 
report  was  successful  in  its  efforts.  Frederick, 
however,  under  the  lead  of  Judge  Horace 
Steevens.  was  equally  strenuous  in  protesting 
against  the  unnecessarj'  expense  incurred  by 
making  a  canal  rather  than  using  the  river, 
and  urged  that  the  river  could  be  deepened 
and  made  of  sejwice  with  comparatively  little 
expense.  At  the  same  time  Conger  and  his 
supporters  at  Belvidere  were  vitally  interested 
and  were  strongly  urging  the  adoption  of  a 
project  which  would  practically  turn  the  river 
into  the  canal  from  Frederick  to  Belvidere  by 
the  construction  of  a  tow  path  along  its  north 
bank  and  cutting  a  new  channel  through  one 
or  two  of  its  sharp  ox-bow  bends.  This  latter 
project  also  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  im- 
partial engineers,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
influence  and  pull  of  Jit.  Clemens  people  was 
necessary  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  plan 
which  contemplated  making  Jit.  Clemens  a 
mere  station  along  the  line  of  the  canal. 

Turning  again  to  the  report  of  the  Engi- 
neers of  January,  1839,  it  appears  that  sec- 
tions 4.  5,  6.  7,  and  8  and  the  west  half  of  9 
■were  let  to  Jlessrs,  Parks,  Boyer  &  Co.,  who, 
after  the  work  had  progre^-sed  some,  obtained 


the  consent  of  the  engineer  to  a  division  of  the 
contracts  between  the  partners.  Work  was 
commenced  on  section  4,  but  not  pushed  with 
energy,  and  in  December  was  abandoned  by 
the  contractors.  The  engineer  speaks  of  the 
security  taken  for  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tracts and  the  precautions  adopted  to  the  same 
end  among  which  precautions  was  the  prohibi- 
tion "the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink  for 
the  workmen  on  the  several  jobs,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  their  contracts,"  The  second  let- 
ting did  not  take  place  imtil  September  18, 
ami  as  it  had  not  then  been  determined  wheth- 
er both  Paint  Creek  and  Stony  Creek  should 
be  used  as  feeders,  nor  how  far  tbe  work  could 
be  carried  within  the  appropriation,  contracts 
were  let  only  as  far  as  Rochester.  Again  about 
60  proposals  were  received  and  contracts  were 
let  to  Blisha  Hamlin,  Jr.,  Hilton  &  Allen, 
Bronson,  Knight  &  Ingalls,  John  F.  Hamlin, 
Parshall  llawley  &  Co.,  and  Johnson,  Niles  & 
Co.  The  engineer  reported  that  some  work 
had  been  done  on  each  of  the  sections,  except 
14,  and  much  timber  gotten  out  for  the  locks ; 
that  the  road  and  farm  bridges  were  contract- 
ed to  Jeremiah  H.  Crittenden  and  the  tim- 
bered locks  were  bid  by  Isaac  Kelly ;  that  the 
work  of  obtaining  releases  of  right  of  way 
from  the  land  owners  had  progressed  and  com- 
promises made  in  some  cases  where  damages 
were  claimed  from  parties  residing  near  the 
villages  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  Utica,  and  one 
submission  made  to  the  referees  to  determine 
the  amount  to  be  awarded  for  damages  under 
the  statute.  The  engineer  commented  upon 
the  fact  that  although  it  was  expected  that  the 
construction  of  the  canal  being  a  desirable  im- 
provement would  largely  increase  the  value  of 
the  land  through  which  it  passed,  yet  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  the  land  owners  were 
never  at  a  loss  for  an  excuse  for  making  a 
claim  for  damages  and  that  the  claims,  when 
presented,  were  generally  of  the  most  extrava- 
gant character. 

The  engineer  complained  that  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  canal  for  the  past  two  years  had 
been  only  $245,000,  whereas  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  central  railroad  had  been  $750,- 
000,  "while  the  real  advantages  to  the  state  to 
be  derived  from  these  works  are  altogether  in 
favor  of  the  canal,"  and  urged  that  "justice 
to  this  important  work  requires  from  the  Leg- 
islature as  large  an  appropriation  as  has  ever 
been  given  to  any  other  improvement  in  the 
state.  It  is  destined  not  only  to  be  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  state,  but  at  some  future 
date  to  be  the  source  of  its  permanent  revenue, 
and  although  we  are  not  vain  enough  to  com- 
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paif.'  it  with  thf  Ei'ie  Canal,  yet  who  can  say, 
that  when  Michigan  shall  be  settled  with  an 
enterprising  populace  along  th«  line  of  this 
eanal,  extending  more  than  two  hundred  miles 
through  as  fertile  a  country  as  even  western 
New  York,  when  Wisconsin  shall  have  reached 
the  present  population  and  wealth  of  Ohio, 
that  this  canal  shall  not  be  at  least  secondary 
in  point  of  character  and  reveuue. "  The 
engineer  reported  further  that  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  16  miles  from  Rochester  to  Mt. 
Clemens  would  be  $292,762.28.  That  the  esti- 
mated amount  of  work  done  on  this  portion  up 
to  January  1,  1839,  was  $16,588.42. 

Engineer  Hunt  also  comments  upon  the 
fact  that  the  money  expended  had  been  used 
upon  the  most  expensive  and  least  useful  part 
of  the  eanal,  and  that  the  same  amount  ex- 
pended on  the  canal  westerly  from  Pontiac, 
where  it  could  be  constructed  cheaply  and 
without  lockages,  would  have  proved  mxich 
more  serviceable  to  the  inhabitants  and  much 
more  productive  of  revenue.  A  portion  of  his 
argument  upon  this  subject  is  here  presented, 
as  it  touches  upon  some  of  the  other  improve- 
ments then  under  way  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  also  brings  up  the  subject  which  still 
haunts  us  of  the  improvement  of  the  Clinton 
River. 

"The  eanal  commences  20  miles  from  the 
city  of  Detroit,  at  a  point  on  the  Clinton  River 
where  the  smaller  size  of  lake  vessels  only  can 
navigate,  and  then  by  a  crooked  river  naviga- 
tion with  a  bar  at  its  mouth.  When  the  canal 
shall  have  been  completed  to  Pontiac,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  27  miles,  it  is  only  about  24 
or  25  miles  from  Detroit,  the  present  business 
market  of  the  state.  At  this  point,  a  railroad 
owned  by  an  incorporated  company  runs  di- 
rectly to  the  city  and  is  now  nearly  completed. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  a  person 
having  produce  at  Pontiac,  or  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  of  that  place,  would  send  it 
by  the  canal  to  Mt.  Clemens  to  be  stored,  and 
thence  reshipped  to  Detroit  to  go  through  an- 
other process  of  storage  and  trans-shipment 
for  Buffalo  or  any  other  port  on  Lake  Erie 
with  a  consequent  expense  and  delay  of  stor- 
age and  through  a  canal  averaging  more  than 
nine  feet  of  lockage  to  the  mile,  when  the  same 
could  be  sent  in  a  few  hours  by  the  railroad  to 
a  warehouse  in  Detroit.  It  becomes  necessary 
■  therefore  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  its  mouth  be  improved,  and  the 
obstructions  removed  by  the  time  the  canal  is 
completed,  so  that  the  large  lake  vessels  can 
meet  the  river  and  canal  boats  at  that  point 
or  that  tb(^  work  must  reniMin  unproductive. 


The  remedy  is  that  the  Legislature,  the  Board 
have  no  power,  except  to  order  a  siirvej'  of  the 
river  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information 
which  they  have  done." 

"The  expenditure  of  this  appropriation 
west  of  Pontiae,  on  a  cheap  part  of  the  work, 
withont  lockages,  would  have  been  highly  ser- 
viceable to  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  of 
the  state  and  more  productive  of  revenue ;  for 
although  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  is  more 
densely  populated,  yet  they  have  more  dire<;t 
routes  to  Detroit  than  by  the  valley  of  the 
Clinton  River. 

"The  Detroit  &  Shelby  Railroad,  now  in 
progress  (to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
Chapter  on  Utiea  herein),  will  do  most  of  the 
business  of  the  western  part  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty, and  almost  every  other  part  of  the  line  west 
of  Utiea  for  an  easy  comnumication  with  tlie 
other  railroad  or  with  the  turnpike  to  De- 
troit." 

By  the  report  of  the  conmiittee  appointe<l 
to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement,  it  appears  that  there  had 
been  expended  on  the  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo 
Canal  up  to  February  21,  1839,  the  sum  of 
$58,661.16. 

Among  the  engineers  and  assistants  em 
ployed  on  the  CJiiitoii  &  Kalamazoo  Canal  dur- 
ing 1838  w,.f..  -Inrvis  llnnl,  <;bi<'f  en-iiieev, 
ErastusITunl,  ^Imvu^  Ihinl.  (Vrds  W,  llurd. 
assistant  engineers  (the  irenrreiiee  uf  the  fam- 
ily name  suggests  the  probable  justice  of  the 
charge  of  grafting,  which  was  early  made  in 
connection  with  this  work),  E.  R.  Blackwell, 
surveyor ;  Azro  C.  Works  and  Thomas  -1 , 
Hunt,  second  assistant  engineers;  Ijiulwick 
Weslowski  (afterwards  a  resident  of  Jit. 
Clemens  for  sometime),  draftsman:  A.  B. 
Lincoln  and  Truman  Andrews,  rodmeii.  The 
annual  salary  of  this  force  aggregated  h  littK' 
over  $10,500. 

The  efforts  of  Jit.  Clemens  bavin-  pi'oved 
successful,  the  actn;ii  work  mi  the  i-,ui;i[  was 
begim  at  Mt.  Clemeiis  and  evidenees  of  that 
work  were  apparent  even  within  the  memory 
of  many  of  onr  citizens  who  have  not  yet  at- 
tained middle  agt.'.  'I'be  starting  of  the  worli 
on  the  canal  was  made  a  festive  occasion  by 
the  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens,  who  in  their 
dreams  saw  their  little  village  grow  to  be  a 
magnificent  city  at  the  teniiiniis  of  one  of  the 
most  important  ways  of  conn  nun  icat  ion  be- 
tween the  far  west  and  the  eastern  markets. 
(Jovernoi"  Mason  and  many  other  prominent 
residents  of  the  state  were  invited  to  attend 
the  celebration   held  at   Jit.   Clemens  on  the 
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tuniiiig  of  ilie  fii'st  .so<.l  iind  the  day  was  made 
one  of  frreat  rejoicing  and  hilarity.  The  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  celebration,  written  by 
.Mr.  John  N,  IngersoU,  then  a,  young  man  of 
21,  just  entering  upon  his  successful  career  as 
a  journalist  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Journal 
and  Courier,  and  is  deemed  worthy  of  reprO' 
duetion  and  preservation  here. 

THE   CLINTON  .VND  K.iUVM.^ZOO   CANAL 
CEIjEBBATION. 

Jlount  Clemens,  Friday  Evening,  July  20, 
1838. 
"With  a  view  of  attending  the  celebration  of 
the  com  men  cement  of  the  Clinton  &  Kalama- 
zoo Canal,  a  worl*  fratight  with  so  mnch  inter- 
est and  prosperity  to  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  Jfiehigan.  if  not  all  of  them,  I 
embarked  on  b()ai'd  of  the  neat  miniature 
steamboat  Maeouili.  Capt.  Alien,  wliich  left 
at  2  o'clock  yesti'rdiiy  foe  tliis  i<\:u-v.  with  the 
representatives  of  Detroit,  intiini';  wlioiii  were 
(lovemor  Mason.  Judge  AVilkins,  and  District 
Marshal  Ten  Eyek,  The  Macomb  tooli  us  up' 
the  lake  in  a  style  which  would  vie  with  the 
best  among  the  larger  class  of  boats.  On 
reaching  Belvidere.  which  is  sih()nt  sis  miles 
from  5lt.  Clemens,  we  sloped  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  on  board  the  ehasen  president  of 
the  day.  Col.  Jauies  L,  C(mger;  but  having 
been  slightly  indisposed,  he  was  prevented 
from  aeeoinpiuiyiiig  ns  to  this  place  that  even- 
ing. However,  as  the  afti'rno(m  was  one  of 
"Fairy's  own."  we  took  advantage  of  it,  and 
enjoying  ourselves  to  the  soul's  content,  we 
jogged  on  np  the  waters  of  the  beantiful  Clin- 
ton, whose  narrow  ami  graeefnl  windings 
could  not  be  discovered  from  any  one  point 
of  the  river  over  thii'ty  iikIs,  until  we  reached 
this  delightful  and  most  enchanting  spot,  so 
verj'  appropriately  designated  Mount  Clem- 
ens, Here  hundreds  of  the  good  citizens  of 
the  village  and  their  gentlemen  committee  of 
ai'rangenients  were  in  waiting  for  their 
guests,  who  were  received  from  the  boat  with 
the  cheers  and  shouts  of  the  goodly  inhabi- 
tants, amid  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  in- 
spiring sounds  which  tlowed  from  a  full  and 
excellent  band  of  martial  music,  stationed  on 
the  shoi-e.  The  ivhole  body  of  citizens,  en 
masse,  then  escorted  their  gnests  to  the  top 
of  the  hill,  where  is  kept  the  "Clinton  Hotel," 
by  my  young  host,  Mr.  Joseph  lliilibard,  at 
whose  spacious  house  apartments  had  been 
provided  for  the  Governor  and  suite,  and  who 
had  also  been  appointed  the  caterer  of  the 
day,  well  meriting  all  the  praise  that  was 
bountifully  bestowed  upon  him.  and  to  which 
we  would   add    in   his  behalf  oui'  own   small 


note  of  j'eeommendation  for  his  excellent  man- 
agement and  the  great  attention  paid  his  pat- 
rons. 

At  daybreak  this  morning  a  signal  gun  an- 
nounced to  the  sleeping  inhabitants  of  "the 
queen  village"  the  dawning  of  the  20th  of 
July,  1838,  a  day  which  will  be  recollected  by 
the  pe<iple  of  Michigan  as  the  proudest  that 
ever  happened,  or  can  again  transpire  while 
her  soil  remains  a  component  part  of  terra 
firma.  Were  I  to  attempt  to  give  an  accurate 
and  a  minute  description  of  the  celebration  of 
the  commencement  of  this  work,  which  will 
prove,  when  complete,  second  only  to  that 
of  the  grand  Erie  Canal,  I  should  not  only 
prove  myself  inadequate  to  the  task,  but  find 
the  space  it  would  occupy  far  too  limited  for 
my  remarks. 

At  snnrise  a  national  salute  of  thirteen  guns 
was  fired.  The  music  of  the  slirill  fife,  the  en- 
chanting sound  of  the  bugle,  and  the  harmon 
ions  beat  of  the  drum  (together  with  the  dis 
eordant  rattling  of  the  bell  of  nunc  host  mi 
mediately  over  the  heatls  of  his  slnmbering 
guests),  ail  contributed  to  swell  the  import 
ance  of  the  day,  and  "change  its  stern  alaims 
to  merry  meeting," 

And  new  commenced  the  bustle  of  the  da\ 
Hundreds  of  the  people  from  the  suiroundmg 
country  came  pouring  in,  and  with  them  the 
popidar  president  of  the  day.  Even  the  red 
men  of  the  surrounding  forest  were  attracted 
to  the  village  by  these  uncommon  hilarities  of 
the  white  men,  who  told  them  that  the  former 
hunting  grounds  of  the  Indian  should  hence- 
forth serve  as  a  noble  river,  on  the  bosom  of 
which  the  floating  castles  of  their  white  neigh- 
bors would  conve.v  to  them  the  luxuries  of 
more  eastern  climes. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  citizens  assembled  at 
a  bower  very  tastefully  erected  on  the  public 
square  of  the  venerable  courthouse,  at  which 
place  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Robert  P, 
Eldredge,  Esq.  The  oration  was  one  which 
reflected  considerable  credit  on  the  mind  of 
the  orator.  The  time  of  commencement  was 
ainionneed  by  a  gun,  and  as  soon  as  the  ad- 
dress was  finished,  a  large  procession  was 
formed  under  the  direction  of  Major  Henry 
D.  Terry,  the  marshal  of  the  day,  whose  untir- 
ing exertions  and  gentlemanly  deportment 
throughout  the  celebration  gained  him  many 
and  lasting  friends  who  will  ever  proudly  rec- 
ollect his  distinguished  civilities  shown  them 
on  the  occasion.  The  procrasion  then  moved 
to  the  line  of  the  canal,  on  section  one,  in  the 
following  order:  Marshal  of  the  dav;  Music; 
rresideiit  of  the  day.  and  the  Governor  of  the 
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State ;  Vice-Presidents  of  the  day ;  Orator  of 
the  day;  Members  of  the  Board  of  Internal 
Improvement;  the  Reverend  the  Clergy;  In- 
vited Guests;  Committee  of  Arrangements; 
Citizens. 

On  arriving  at  the  ground,  the  president  of 
the  day,  in  a  few  pertinent  remarks  to  the 
Governor,  presented  him  with  a  spade,  when, 
after  a  brief  and  appropriate  reply  by  His 
Excellency,  he  proceeded  to  break  the  ground, 
amid  the  deafening  shouts  of  "lookers  on," 
the  roaring  cannon,  and  the  mighty  thunder- 
ing of  heaven's  own  artillery. 

After  all  the  customary  field  exercises  had 
been  gone  through  with,  the  procession  re- 
turned to  the  bower  on  the  public  square, 
where  a  sumptuous  dinner  was  in  readiness, 
of  which  we  should  think  over  a  hundred  and 
fifty  persons  partook — ^the  following  gentle- 
men officiating  at  the  head  of  the  table : 

President:    Col.  James  L.  Conger. 

Vice-Presidents :  Dr.  Bbenezer  Hall,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Hon.  Judge  Clemens,  of 
Mount  Clemens;  Hon,  H.  Steevens,  of  Fred- 
erick; 0.  0.  Leech,  Esq.,  of  Utica;  E.  Cal- 
kins, Esq.,  of  Shelby ;  "William  Burbank,  Esq., 
of  Rochester. 

After  the  cloth  was  removed  thirteen  regu- 
lar toasts  were  drunk,  accompanied  by  the 
firing  of  cannon  and  appropriate  miisic.  The 
volunteer  toasts,  as  well  as  the  regular  ones, 
were  witty  and  to  the  point.  The  best  spirit 
and  good  feeling  prevailed  with  aU  who  were 
present,  entirely  forgetting  all  distinctions  of 
a  partisan  character.  At  the  festive  board 
they  were  as  one  man,  and  never  did  I  wit- 
ness anything  pass  off  more  happily  than  the 
celebration  of  this  auspicious  day.  In  closing 
this  letter  I  should  not  only  do  injustice  to 
my  own  feelings,  but  neglect  to  speak  the  sen- 
timent of  all  others  from  Detroit,  did  I  fail  to 
state  that  many  thanks  are  due  to  the  citizens 
of  Mount  Clemens  for  the  very  liberal  spirit 
which  has  strongly  marked  their  civilities 
throughout  the  occasion,  and  which  will  never 
be  forgotten  by  their  honored  guests. 

According  to  the  accounts  of  some  of  our 
oldest  citizens  who  recall  as  children  seeing 
this  celebration,  its  history  is  too  mildly  por- 
trayed by  the  above.  One  extremist  declares 
that  "the  male  adult  at  Mt.  Clemens  who 
didn't  get  drunk  that  day,  must  have  been 
siek  abed,"  and  that  if  any  such  rare  excep- 
tion existed  he  told  of  it  afterwards  with  cha- 
grin rather  than  pride.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  in  those  days  the  use  of  liquor,  even 
to  great  excess,  was  common  and  viewed  with 
much  more  leniency  than  it  is  to-day. 


By  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
ternal Improvements  made  under  date  of  De- 
cember 20,  1839,  it  appears  that  during  the 
year  1839,  up  to  November  30,  there  had  been 
expended  $93,221.35  beside  the  $16,429.53  ex- 
pended in  1838.  This  report  referred  to  the 
controversy  which  had  been  had  relative  to  the 
use  of  the  river  of  an  independent  canal  be- 
tween Frederick  and  Mt.  Clemens.  Engineer 
Jarvis  Hurd  had  reported  in  May  of  1839  that 
he  had  carefully  estimated  the  expense  of  the 
two  routes  and  that  by  using  the  river  route, 
cutting  across  two  narrow  peninsulas  and  con- 
structing a  tow  path,  that  $382,000  could  be 
saved  by  the  adoption  of  the  river  route,  al- 
though already  $14,000  had  been  expended  on 
the  independent  route.  He  referred  to  the 
fact  that  two  long  expensive  aqueducts  which 
would  be  exposed  to  danger  from  flood,  ice 
.jams,  drift  wood  and  quicksand  under  their 
foundations  would  be  dispensed  with  by  using 
the  river  route,  which  he  strongly  recommend- 
ed "as  the  one  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  state  and  advance  the  interest  of 
the  canal  in  the  cost  of  construction,  in  the 
safety  of  the  works  and  in  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs after  the  works  are  completed."  In  July 
the  engineers  appointed  by  the  Board  to  in- 
vestigate concerning  the  recommendation  of 
H^lrd,  emphatically  favored  the  adoption  of 
the  river  route,  stating  that  the  shoalest  part 
of  the  stream  had  been  sounded  and  depth  of 
water  had  been  found  sufficient  for  the  pas- 
sage of  boats  of  the  proper  draft  for  the  canal, 
but  that  as  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  river 
depended  upon  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  waters 
in  the  lake,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  a 
dam  with  a  lock  attached  at  or  near  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, or  else  dredge  out  the  shoaler  parts  of  the 
stream. 

Because  of  these  recommendations  Commis- 
sioner Thompson,  to  whom  had  been  aligned 
the  charge  of  the  construction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  canal,  had  suspended  operations 
upon  the  portion  of  the  canal  lying  between 
the  two  villages.  In  July  of  1839  Commis- 
sioner "William  B.  Thompson,  who  had  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  Central  Railroad, 
at  his  request  was  relieved  of  the  charge  of 
the  canal  and  L.  S.  Humphrey  appointed  as 
Commissioner  in  charge.  He  reported  that 
work  upon  the  canal  was  progressing  satisfac- 
torily, and  suggested  to  the  Board  the  pro- 
priety of  their  recommending  to  the  Legisla- 
ture "that  a  change  be  made  in  the  line  of 
the  canal  near  the  village  of  Mt.  Clemens  so 
as  to  turn  it  into  the  Detroit  River  at  the 
city  of  Detroit ;  a  route  which  in  my  ojiinion 
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\vonld  -rreatly  increase  the  utility  of  the  work, 
while  it  would  form  a  combination  of  inter- 
ests sufficient  probably  to  secure  its  whole 
completion. ' ' 

The  river  route  between  Frederick  and  Mt. 
Clemens  was  evidently  thereafter  ofReially 
adopted,  although  the  writer  is  unable  to  find 
that  the  river  was  ever  dredged  as  was  pro- 
posed. In  March  of  1840,  a  resolution  was 
reported  tfl  the  Senate  providing  that  the 
canal  from  Rochester  to  Mt.  Clemens  should 
be  finished  and  put  into  operation  as  soon  as 
practicable;  "and  the  same  is  hereby  located 
and  continued  so  as  to  connect  with  Lake  St. 
Clair  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River  at  Bel- 
videi'e:  and  that  said  continuation  and  con- 
nection shall  be  formed  by  means  of  a  towing 
path  to  be  constructed  along  the  northerly 
bank  of  said  Clinton  River  so  as  to  form  a 
complete  connection  according  to  the  plan  and 
survey  of  the  same  reported  by  Erastus  Hurd 
under  date  of  March  20,  1839." 

In  order  that  one  may  better  appreciate  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  this  time  and  as  a 
not  uninteresting  diversion  from  the  subject 
under  consideration,  it  may  be  w"ell  to  note 
that  in  the  same  report  from  the  Commission- 
er on  Internal  Improvements,  it  appears  that 
the  Board  h«d  under  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislatnrc  ciKHiilclcil  the  work  of  construct- 
ing the  Criiii'al  IiMilriKid  "from  its  termina- 
tion at  tlie  l'iiiii|nis  MnitiiLs  in  the  city  of  De- 
troit down  \ViHidi\'«rd  iivenue  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  Atwater  street.  This  work  has  been 
completed  at  a  sum  less  than  the  amount  ap- 
propriated by  the  Legislature  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  the  undersigned  regret  to  state  that 
since  its  completion,  no  use  has  been  made  of 
the  same,  and  the  apathy  manifested  by  those 
for  whose  convenience  it  was  constructed, 
seems  sti'ongly  to  iinliciilc  tlu'  fact  that  as  a 
public  thoroughfare  it  is  prrt'ci'tly  useless." 

In  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  1840, 
(■overnor  Woodbridge  called  attention  to  the 
pecuniary  liabilities  against  the  estate  in- 
curred in  the  "prosecution  of  our  gigantic 
project  of  internal  improvements."  recom- 
mending that  measures  be  taken  for  meeting 
these  obligations,  and  suggesting  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  that  no  allowances  be 
made  upon  any  contract,  "except  siieh  as  may 
have  been  entered  into  in  the  most  perfect 
good  faith."  He  further  recommended  that 
all  existing  authority  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
missioners to  enter  into  new  contracts  be  either 
abrogated  or  at  least  suspended  \intil  ways 
and  means  shall  have  been  provided.  Another 
indicati(m  of  the  financial  difReuIties  which 


were  constantly  arising  is  found  in  the  peti- 
ton  from  some  of  the  contractors  and  the  al- 
leged contractors  on  the  canal  dated  at  Utica, 
July  28,  1839,  asking  for  relief  because  they 
had  not  received  their  pay  and  had  been  un- 
able therefore  to  pay  their  laborers.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
state  bank,  many  of  the  contractors  were  not 
paid  for  the  months  of  February  and  March 
until  April,  and  that  for  the  work  done  in 
April,  May  and  June,  they  were  paid  by 
drafts  on  John  Ward  &  Co.,  of  New  York. 
"The  wild-cat  bank  system"  then  prevalent 
had  rendered  all  financial  matters  so  uncertain 
and  unreliable  that  untold  confusion  and  dif- 
ficulty continually  arose.  Among  these  peti- 
tioners were  names  familiar  to  the  older  Ma- 
comb County  residents  like  William  Beet, 
James  Snook,  C.  !n'.  Chapeil,  Cyrus  Gilbert, 
William  Adams,  and  B.  B.  Knight. 

By  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvements  of  1841  it  appears  that 
Alvin  Turner  had  been  appointed  principal 
engineer  and  Ludwick  Weslowski  assistant 
engineer,  Jlay  15,  1840 ;  that  there  had  been 
$32,897.18  expended  from  December  21,  1839. 
to  March  31,  1840  -.  that  there  was  about  $20,- 
000  unexpended  of  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  canal:  that  it  was  estimated  that  in 
addition  to  this  sum  about  $21,800  would  com- 
plete the  canal  from  Rochester  to  Frederick; 
that  the  cost  of  improving  the  Clinton  River 
from  Frederick  to  Mt.  Clemens,  including 
locks  into  the  river  at  Frederick,  was  estimated 
at  $51,888.17;  that  the  cost  of  completing  the 
independent  route  to  JIt.  Clemens,  including 
the  aqueducts  necessary  at  Frederick,  was 
$104,912.22.  The  Board  expressed  the  belief 
tliat  in  spite  of  the  increased  cost.  "shoiTld  the 
time  ever  arrive  Avhen  this  canal  would  do 
sufficient  business  to  indemnify  the  state  for 
keeping  it  in  operation,  the  independent  route 
would  be  found  to  be  the  more  judicious,  per- 
manent and  economical."  This  opinion  was 
evidently  based  upon  the  report  of  E.  A. 
Hathon,  chief  engineer,  as  he  reviewed  the 
relative  costs  and  advantages  of  the  two  plans, 
and  strongly  recommended  the  independent 
route.  The  Board  further  reported  that  the 
dam  across  the  Clinton  River  at  Frederick  on 
the  mill  property  owned  by  the  st.ate  had  been 
washed  away,  causing  a  total  suspension  of 
the  operation  of  the  mill  and  a  serious  injury 
to  the  interests  of  the  state;  that  the  Board 
had  authorized  David  French,  the  agent  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  property,  and  Alvin  Turner, 
the  canal  engineer,  to  erect  a  dam  of  sufficient 
height  and  durability  to  answer  the  j 
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of  the  mill  and  the  eanal ;  that  the  amount  ex- 
pended on  that  dam  up  to  November  30, 1840, 
was  $610.83,  and  the  estimate  necessary  to 
complete  the  same,  $710.97. 

In  1843  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments reported  that  although  $330,330.55  had 
been  expended  upon  the  canal,  yet  it  was  in 
such  shape  that  it  was  of  no  practical  use 
and  was  fast  going  to  ruin  and  destruction. 
They  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $19,500  would 
complete  the  canal  from  Rochester  to  Freder- 
ick. This  estimate  included  the  construction 
of  locks  into  the  river  at  Frederick  and  the 
letting  into  the  eanal  of  Paint  Creek  as  a  feed- 
er. The  visions  of  great  wealth  and  glorious 
markets  along  the  canal  had  vanished  and  the 
Board  cautiously  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
business  of  the  canal,  if  completed  as  recom- 
mended, together  with  the  rental  of  water 
power,  which  would  be  furnished  at  Freder- 
ick, would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  works 
and  perhaps  provide  a  balance  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  further  investment  of  $19,500, 
which  they  recommended. 

In  March,  1843,  the  Legislature  adopting 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board,  authorized 
the  completion  of  the  canal  between  Rochester 
and  Frederick  conditioned,  however,  that  the 
work  should  not  be  let  at  a  price  exceeding  the 
estimates  of  a  competent  engineer.  In  accord- 
ance with  this,  proposals  were  advertised  for 
and  received,  but  as  all  of  them  were  higher 
than  the  estimates,  no  contracts  could  be  let. 
The  Board,  in  its  report  of  1844,  reported  this 
fact,  hut  stated  that  the  price  of  warrants  for 
state  lands  had  advanced  sufficiently  to  make 
them  more  attractive  to  would-be  contractors 
and  expressed  the  belief  that  if  the  restriction 
to  the  amount  of  the  estimates  were  taken  of!; 
by  the  Legislature  and  a  small  amount  appro- 
priated to  cover  the  expense  of  repairing  the 
injury  done  by  the  last  spring  freshets  that 
the  canal  could  be  completed  from  Rochester 
to  Frederick  practically  within  the  appropria- 
tions. "The  work  is  rapidly  decaying  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  adopt  means 
for  placing  it  in  operation,  so  that  the  portion 
of  the  work  now  nearly  completed  may  be  pre- 
served from  ruin  and  the  inhabitants  of  that 
portion  of  the  state  through  which  it  runs  be 
relieved  from  the  mortification  of  seeing  a 
work  on  which  such  a  large  amount  was  ex- 
pended entirely  neglected  and  deteriorating 
in  value  every  year  more  than  it  will  cost  to 
place  it  in  a  situation  that  will  at  least  pre- 
serve it  from  decay  and  probably  render  it  of 
some  value  to  the  state. ' ' 


In  1845  the  last  hope  of  profitable  use  of  the 
canal  appeared  to  have  vanished,  and  although 
the  committee  on  internal  improvements  re- 
ported to  the  House  in  favor  of  a  small  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  of  locking  the 
canal  into  the  river  at  Frederick,  and  thus  pre- 
venting the  canal  being  a  nuisance  and  a  men- 
ace to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  the  com- 
mittee were  careful  to  state  that  they  had  no 
hopes  that  the  eanal  would  ever  prove  a  source 
of  revenue  to  the  state,  but  thought  that  pos- 
sibly it  might  provide  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
its  maintenance.  It  was  to  this  same  Legisla- 
ture that  a  recommendation  was  made  that 
"Woodward  avenue  be  planked  adjacent  to  the 
depot  of  the  Central  Railroad  on  the  Campus 
Martins,  thus  making  a  continuous  plank  road 
from  the  depot  to  the  Detroit  River. 

To  the  Legislature  of  1846  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  made  a  comprehensive  re- 
port upon  the  internal  improvements  system 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  state  and 
which  had  proved  such  a  disappointing  fail- 
ure. The  entire  system  was  estimated,  when 
it  was  started,  to  be  likely  to  cost  some  $10,- 
000,000,  and  would  probably  have  cost,  had  it 
been  carried  out,  fully  double  that  sum.  The 
committee  estimated  that  approximately 
$4,392,593  had  been  expended  in  carrying  on 
this  system  of  internal  improvements,  of  which 
$392,965.91  was  expended  in  the  Clinton  & 
Kalamazoo  Canal. 

The  financial  situation  of  the  state  rendered 
it  hopeless  that  anything  further  could  he  done 
for  the  relief  of  the  canal,  and  all  hope  of  its 
completion  was  abandoned.  It  appears  by  the 
report  of  the  Auditor  General  made  to  the 
Legislature  of  1848  that  out  of  the  $406,152.37 
which  had  been  appropriated  for  the  canal 
$405,880.77  had  been  expended.  The  net  re- 
sult of  this  expenditure  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion has  been  an  artificial  stream  from  Roches- 
,ter  to  Utica,  which  has  acted  as  a  mill  race  and 
furnished  water  power  for  a  few  mills  and  an 
open  drain  for  farm  lands  from  Utica  to  Fred- 
ericlt.  The  glorious  dreams  of  white-winged 
argosies  which  were  to  make  Mt.  Clemens  and 
Liverpool  and  Frederick  great  commercial 
markets  faded  away  to  one  small  flat  boat, 
which,  laden  with  a  few  bushels  of  grain,  made 
one  or  two  trips  between  Utica  and  Kibbee's 
Mills  at  Frederick.  The  melancholy  excava- 
tion seemed  to  he  an  open  grave  in  which  were 
to  be  buried  the  hopes  and  dreams  that  mis- 
guided the  enthusiastic  minds  of  our  early 
legislators,  but  let  it  not  be  thought  that  the 
system  of  internal  improvements  was  worth- 
less, nor  withoiit  its  beneficial  results,  disap- 
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pointing  thougli  it  was.  As  was  pointed  out 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  1848, 
appealing  to  the  National  Government  for  aid 
b>  the  granting  of  alternate  sections  of  lands 
along  the  lines  of  public  impiovements  still 
owned  b\  the  state  foi  the  purpose  of  aiding 
m  their  completion  this  expenditure  was 
laigelj  instrumental  in  the  development  of  the 
country.  At  the  time  these  improvements 
were  projected,  fully  three-fourths  of  the  land 
was  owned  by  the  general  Government,  and 
the  prosperity  and  immigration  which  fol- 
lowed the  adoption  of  this  scheme  had  resulted 
in  the  purchase  of  the  larger  portion  of  this 
Government  land  by  the  settlers.  This  fact  is 
emphasized  by  the  rapidity  with  which  lands 
were  taken  up  all  through  this  country  from 
1835  on. 

Many  other  enterprises  were  projected,  vil- 
lages laid  out,  railroads  planned  and  like  im- 
provements contemplated,  which  were  more  or 
less  the  result  of  this  policy  of  internal  im- 
provements adopted  by  the  state.  Elsewhere 
in  this  work  will  be  found  more  elaborated 
mentions  of  the  villages  of  Frederick  and  Eel- 
videre,  which  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  canal  movement.  Among  the  improve- 
ments petitioned  for  to  be  made  by  the  gen- 
eral Government  in  the  memorial  of  the  Leg- 
islature adopted  1839,  was  the  removal  of  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River,  and 
in  1840  another  memorial  to  Congress  was 
prepared,  asking  for  the  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000  for  the  improvement  of  a  harbor  and  the 
erection  of  a  light  house  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  plans  and  estimates  for  which  had  been 
made. 

Another  project  which  began  even  earlier, 
was  the  St.  Clair  and  R-omeo  Railroad.  Of 
this,  Thomas  Palmer  (father  of  ex-Senator 
Palmer)  was  the  President  and  H.  N.  Monson 
wa^  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  By  their  affi- 
davits it  appears  that  up  to  January  1,  1838, 
$8,793,68  was  expended  on  the  road  which  a 
year  later  had  been  increased  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred dollars. 

In  March,  1837,  an  act  was  passed  incorpo- 
rating the  Lake  St,  Clair  &  Frederick  Bail- 
road  Company,  which  was  to  run  from  Fred- 
erick to  some  point  on  the  lake,  either  Belvi- 
dere  or  L'Anse  Creuse.  Nothing  appears  to 
have  been  actually  undertaken  in  the  way  of 
building  this  road. 

Another  important  and  far-reaching  result 
of  the  rash  spirit  of  unrest  that  called  itself 
enterprise  that  seemed  to  take  possession  of 
the  entire  state  in  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
last  century  was  tlie  illy-regulated  banking 


(tfstem  that  grew  up  in  connection  with,  or  at 
least  simultaneously,  with  these  vast  schemes 
of  public  improvements.  Our  first  bank  was 
not  strictly  of  the  "wild-eat"  variety,  since  it 
was  organized  by  special  charter  before  the 
general  banking  law  was  adopted,  and  was 
theoretically  a  side  issue  instituted  nominally 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  iiscal  agent  to 
provide  the  means  of  constructing  a  railroad 
from  Mt,  Clemens  to  Saginaw  via  Lapeer. 
Yet  practically  the  distinction  was  slight,  for 
the  bank  shared  the  same  fortunes,  suffered 
the  same  dangers,  was  the  object  of  similar 
injunctions,  and  ultimately  shared  the  same 
humiliating  fate  of  extinction  as  did  its  truly 
"wild-cat"  brothers.  As  early  as  January  20, 
1834,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  territorily 
legislative  council  by  John  Stoclrton,  Macomb 
County's  representative,  asking  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  bank  to  be  located  at  Mt,  Clemens. 
Gon.  Stockton  introduced  a  bill  providing  for 
a  bank  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000,  to  be 
called  the  Bant  of  Macomb  County,  which  he 
endeavored  to  have  enacted  into  a  law,  but 
failed  to  do  so.  About  the  same  time  a  move 
was  on  foot  to  secure  a  charter  for  a  bank  to 
be  located  in  Shelby  Township,  to  be  called  the 
Clinton  River  Bank,  The  temporary  defeat 
in  nowise  discouraged  Gen,  Stoclrton,  and  al- 
though the  next  session  of  the  council  lasted 
only  nine  days  and  the  attention  of  every  one 
was  drawn  to  the  change  from  a  territory  to  a 
state,  through  which  Michigan  was  then  pass- 
ing, he  succeeded  in  getting  passed  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Macomb  &  Saginaw  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes."  The 
"other  purposes"  proved  the  more  interest- 
ing and  important,  "Whether  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad  was  ever  seriously  contem- 
plated is  not  now  known,  but  certain  it  is  that 
nothing  along  that  line  was  ever  seriously  un- 
dertaken. 

The  story  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  and  of 
Macomb  County's  "wild-cat"  bank  has  been 
so  well  told  by  the  Hon.  Lewis  M.  Miller,  the 
compiler  of  our  State's  statutes  (whom  Ma- 
comb County  is  proud  to  claim  as  one  of  her 
"boys")  that  the  author  feels  he  cannot  do 
better  than  to  appropriate  bodily  the  results 
of  Mr.  Miller's  researches. 

Speaking  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  act,  Mr, 
Miller  says: 

"By  its  provisions  Christian  Clemens,  John 
S.  Axford,  Neil  Gray,  Azariah  Prentiss,  James 
Brown,  Rodney  0.  Cooley,  and  Lansing  B. 
Mizner  were  appointed  Commissioners  to  open 
books  and  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  railroad  company,  which  was  to 


Hostccoy  Google 


596 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    ISIACOMB   COUNTY 


be  $1,000,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $50  each. 
iWhen  1,000  shares  were  taken  the  subscribers 
were  to  hecome  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
of  the  Macomb  and  Saginaw  Railroad  Com- 
pany." A  single  or  double  railroad  to  be 
located  by  Israel  Curtis,  Jacob  Tuclier  and 
Charles  C.  Haseall,  was  to  be  constructed  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  Lapeer,  and  thence  to  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Saginaw  County.  Nine  directors 
were  to  be  chosen  annually  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  October,  and  a  president  from  among 
the  directors  or  stockholders.  Section  21  con- 
fers upon  the  stockholders  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany the  authority  to  establish  a  bank  at  IMt. 
Clemens,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  di- 
vided into  shares  of  $50  each.  The  banking 
jorporation  was  to  be  known  as  "The  Presi- 
ient.  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Macomb  County,"  and  its  affairs  were  to  be 
managed  by  the  president  and  direetoi^  of  the 
railroad  company.  Bills  might  be  issued  in 
ienominations  of  not  less  than  oue  dollar,  pay- 
able on  demand  at  the  company's  banking 
house,  within  usual  business  hours,  in  the  le- 
gal  money  of  the  United  States,  Upon  failure 
so  to  redeem  its  bills,  the  corporation  was  lia- 
ble to  be  dissolved;  subject,  however,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  relative  to  banks,  ap- 
proved April  23,  1833,  which  allowed  a  limit 
of  sixty  days  within  which  to  make  payment. 
Before  bills  were  issued  the  entire  stock  of  the 
railroad  company  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
bank  as  security  for  their  redemption,  and 
the  directors  were  to  give  collateral  security  to 
the  territory  for  such  redemption,  until  ten 
miles  of  railroad  had  been  completed.  Unless 
forfeited  sooner,  the  charter  was  to  remain  in 
force  for  forty  yeare.  Many  other  provisions, 
limitations  and  restrictions,  which  it  is  un- 
neee^ary  to  enumerate  here,  are  incorporated 
in  the  charter. 

The  banlc  was  not  put  into  operation  for 
more  than  a  year  after  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained. The  majority  of  the  stock  appears  to 
have  been  originally  subscribed  for  by  Gen. 
Stockton.  Among  the  original  subscribers 
appear  also  the  names  of  Christian  Clemens, 
Ruel  Ambrose,  H.  H.  Farley  &  Co.,  James 
Brown  (of  "pirate"  fame),  S.  F.  Atwood 
(Capt.),  Aaron  Whitney,  Jr.,  R.  Steward,  C. 
S.  Mather,  Rodney  0.  Cooley,  DeGarmo  Jones, 
of  Detroit.  Enoch  Jones,  Edwards  Brooks, 
Bbenezer  Hall  (Doctor),  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  A. 
B.  Rawls,  Jacob  Beekman,  E.  G.  Pratt,  George 
L-ee,  Jr..  William  Canlield  (two  sons-in-law  of 
Judge  Clemens),  Mrs.  E.  K.  Hawkins  (daugh- 
ter of  Clemens,  afterwards  Mrs.  Gallup),  Miss 
Louisa  Clemens   (afterwards  Mrs.  Henry  D, 


Terry),  Daniel  Chandler,  James  Williams, 
William  Roy,  William  Vandervoort,  of  Tona- 
wanda,  N.  Y.,  and  Israel  F.  Hatch  and  Lucius 
II.  Pratt,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  If  there  were 
other  original  subscribers,  their  names  are 
lost,  for  the  original  subscription  book  dis- 
appeared very  early  in  the  history  of  the  bank. 
It  was  destroyed  by  reasons  best  known  to 
those  who  destroyed  it.  The  following  per- 
sons became  stockholders  at  an  early  date  by 
subsequent  piirchase :  Aaron  Weeks,  James 
Sweeney,  Cornelius  O'Flynn,  Charles  A.  Em- 
erson, Dodge  &  Kibbee,  Lewis  Godard, 
George  B.  Martin,  Richard  Butler,  R.  Ander- 
son, James  C.  Allen,  Stephen  White,  of  Bos- 
ton, Daniel  F.  Webster,  of  Peru,  111.,  Caroline 
Webster,  Laura  Weeks  (mother  of  Congress- 
man Edgar  Weeks),  Mary  Stockton  (wife  of 
the  General),  John  Norton,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Lath- 
rop  and  S.  P.  Pratt,  of  Buffalo. 

In  October,  1836,  the  following  board  of  di- 
rectors was  chosen :  Christian  Clemens,  Rod- 
ney O.  Cooley,  William  Caniield,  C.  S.  Ma- 
ther, Enoch  Jones,  Edward  Brooks,  Daniel 
F.  Webster,  Aaron  Weeks,  and  Isaac  J.  Gro- 
vier. John  Stockton  was  elected  President. 
By  the  first  of  February  two  instalhnents  of 
stock,  of  ten  per  cent,  each,  had  been  paid 
in,  and  the  bank  was  about  to  begin  opera- 
tions. Charles  A.  Emerson  was  then  made 
cashier  and  bills  were  executed  for  the  first 
time,  hearing  the  signatures  of  John  Stockton, 
President,  and  Charles  A.  Emerson,  Cashier. 

The  first  business  transaction  of  the  bank 
was  of  a  decidedly  peculiar  nature.  It  dates 
by  courtesy  on  Saturday,  February  11,  1837, 
but  was  in  reality  executed  on  Siuiday  the 
12th.  William  Vandervoort  and  Lucius  H. 
Pratt,  who  then  owned  a'controlling  interest 
in  the  stock,  as  stockholders,  took  each  $10,000 
of  the  newly  signed  bills,  leaving  notes  of 
■'|ilO,000  each  in  place  of  them.  They  also  took 
an  additional  $20,000,  without  leaving  any  evi- 
dence of  indebtedness,  to  create  a  credit  for 
the  Macomb  County  Bank  with  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Buffalo,  as  they  said.  With  this 
sum  they  left  the  county  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
a  loiowledge  of  the  transaction  was  for  a  long 
time  kept  from  a  majority  of  the  directors. 
When  it  became  known,  it  created  much  dis- 
satisfaction, and  from  that  time  date  the  hard 
feelings  and  mutual  recriminations  which 
characterize  the  history  of  the  bank.  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  Ebenezer  Hall,  Isaac  J.  Gro- 
vier and  William  Canfield  speak  of  this  trans- 
action and  others  with  much  indignation. 

Besides  the  regular  issue  of  bills,  another 
was    contemplated    somewhat    later,    but    not 
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effected.  Willittm  Vandervooit  caused  to  be 
engraved  for  the  bank  a  plate  of  bills  payable 
at  Tonawanda,  N,  Y.  Impressions  were  takeJi 
and  a  few  brouglit  to  Mt.  Clemens,  but  none 
were  ever  signed.  It  was  very  doubtful 
whether  the  bank  cunld  legally  issue  any 
sneh  notes. 

We  have  now  reached  the  period  of 


a  few  of  which  made  their  appearance  in 
this  county.  This  tLTtii  is  applicable  to  those 
hanks  only  which  were  organized  under  the 
general  banking  law  of  18iJ7.  Hence,  al- 
though closely  allied  thereto,  the  Macomb 
County  Bank  was  not  of  that  species. 

When  the  Legislature  of  1837  convened, 
the  whole  state  was  wild  on  the  subject  of 
banking.  Petitions  for  the  organization  of 
banks  came  from  nearly  every  hamlet  and 
four-corner  settlement  in  the  State.  Among 
them  were  two  from  citizens  of  Waconib 
county  for  a  bank  to  he  located  at  Romeo, 
presented  in  the  Honse  by  Linus  S.  Gilbert. 
The  Legislature  finally  passed  a  general  law 
for  the  organization  of  banking  associa- 
tions, which  was  approved  March  15.  This 
act  passed  almost  without  opposition.  Only 
four  representatives  voted  against  it,  one 
(if  whom  was  Isaac  Monfort,  of  Macomb 
county.  Under  this  act  were  organized  the 
famous  "wild-cat"  banks. 


was  the  first  one  organi/e,!  in  this  county 
luider  the  general  law.  The  petition  to  the 
clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  county  bears  date 
at  Shelby.  Jlay  13,  1837,  and  prays  for  the 
organization  of  a.  bank  with  a  capital  of 
!}*50,000.  It  is  signed  by  Jacob  Sununers, 
Payne  K.  Leeeh,  Jr.,  Esquire  W.  Aldrich. 
Benjamin  L.  Watkins,  L.  T.  Jenney,  Samuel 
Ladd,  A.  G.  Doshon,  Gnrdon  C.  Ijeech,  Orson 
Sheldon,  L.  D.  Owen,  John  James,  James 
Covel,  Jr.,  and  Jos.  Lester.  On  the  22d  no- 
tice was  given  by  Rodney  0.  Cooley,  treas- 
urer, and  Amos  Dalby,  clerk,  that  books 
would  be  opened  at  THica  on  Monday,  June 
26,  and  kept  open  for  four  days,  for  sub- 
scription to  the  capital  stock.  Copies  of  the 
notice  wei'e  posted  in  twelve  of  the  most 
pnblie  jihiccK  in  the  county  by  Abraham 
Fi-eeland,  then  sheriff.  0"  J"ii<;  '^.  John 
James  was  appointed  temporary  treasurer 
to  receive  the  first  installments  on  subscrip- 
tions, giving  a  bond  to  the  clerk  and  treas- 
urer, conditioned  to  pay  over  to  the  cashier, 
when  appointed,  on  the  order  of  the  direc- 


tors, when  elected,  the  amount  paid  to  him, 
or  to  ri^turn  the  same  to  the  subscribers,  if 
the  organization  of  the  bank  should  not  be 
eonipletcd.  The  sureties  on  this  bond  were 
<jurdon  C.  Leech,  Lyman  T  Jennej,  Orson 
Sheldon,  and  Payne  E.  Leeeh,  Jr.  On  Au- 
gust 31.  the  newly  elected  directors,  Jacob 
Summers,  Orson  Sheldon,  (iui'don  C.  Leech, 
Pavue  K.  Leech.  Jr.,  Ephraim  Calkins,  Dan- 
iel W.  J'liillips,  Williairi  A,  Davis,  (icorge 
Hansom,  and  John  -Tames,  with  A.  Freeland 
and  Joseph  Lester  as  sureties,  in  presence  of 
Walter  Porter  and  William  Abernathy  as 
witnesses,  entered  into  bonds  to  the  Audi- 
tor General,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $12-5,000, 
conditioned  for  the  punctual  paynieut  of  all 
debts,  notes,  liabilities,  and  obligations,  as 
required  by  law.  The  next  day  a  duplicate 
was  filed  with  the  county  clerk,  and  then 
a  certilicate,  issued  by  the  clerk  and  treas- 
urer was  Hied  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  sli'iwing  the  due  organization  of 
the  Bank  "f  [.'tiea.  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000. 

Jacob  Siiiiiiners  was  elected  the  first  Presi- 
dent and  John  James  appointed  Cashier.  At 
some  subsi'ipn'ot  election  Gurdon  C.  Leech 
seejns  to  ]ia\e  been  made  President.  Thus 
organized,  the  bank  commenced  business 
about  September  9,  and  continued  opera- 
tions a  little  more  than  a  year,  when  its  le- 
gal tribulations  began.  In  addition  to  the 
directors  named  above,  the  following  per- 
sons appear  as  stockholders  in  the  institu- 
tion: A.  G.  Finden,  E.  Endre.s.  J.  S.  Fletch- 
er, Joseph  Lester,  Sheldon  Owen.  C.  S.  Mad- 
ison, A.  Keeney.  S.  Ladd.  A.  B.  Adams,  O. 
Steevens,  L.  D.  Owen,  and  A.  Bond. 

On  November  27.  the  bank  made  the  fol- 
lowing   report : 

KEWOrRCKS. 

Specie    $  o.5ti8.U0 

Notes  of  other  banks,  discounted 

bills,  banking  house   25,721.86 


.1^:51,289.86 


LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock    $15,000.00 

Circulation    14,225.00 

Deposits   2,064.86 

$31,289.86 

Perhaps  the  bank  owned  a  house  and  lot 
at  that  time,  as  reported  among  its  resources, 
but  the  deed  of  lot  nine,  block  six,  in  Utica, 
from  Ourdon  C.  Leech  and  wife  to  the  Bank 
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of  Utiea.  buars  date  March  10,  1838,  nearly 
four  months  later. 

On  March  22,  the  bank  paid  a  semi-annual 
State  tax  of  $37.50,  and  contributed  to  the 
"safety  fimd"  in  the  State  treasury,  for  the 
redemption  of  its  notes,  just  $23.21.  The 
holders  of  its  $14,225  worth  of  bills  must 
have  fetched  a  long-drawn  sigh  of  genuine 
relief  when  they  read  the  State  Treasurer's 
report  for  1838. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  its  affairs  were  in 
a  sorry  condition.  Its  liabilities  were  $33,- 
753.04,  while  its  only  resources  were  $2,- 
055.51  in  real  and  personal  property  and 
$31,114  of  discounted  paper— more  than 
$22,000  of  which  was  due  from  stockholders 
and  directors.  The  bank  was  utterly  desti- 
tute of  specie  or  any  other  ready  means  for 
the  redemption  of  its  notes.  The  bank  com- 
missioners took  immediate  steps  to  wind  up 
the  concern.  A  bill  was  filed  in  the  court 
of  chancery  by  the  Attorney  General.  Chan- 
cellor Elon  Farnsworth  allowed  a  writ  of 
injunction,  January  5,  1839,  and  the  days  of 
usefulness  of  the  Bank  of  Utica  were  ended. 
Its  only  reason  for  existence  afterward  was 
to  play  the  part  of  shuttlecock  to  the  legal 
battledoor.  As  Chancellor  Farnsworth  had 
allowed  a  similar  injunction  against  the 
Bank  of  Macomb  County,  just  364  days  be- 
fore, he  must  have  indulged  in  a  grim  smile 
as  he  thought  of  the  inexpediency  of  grant- 
ing charters  to  any  banking  institutions  in 
Macomb  county.  Meanwhile  the  bank's 
magnificent  "safety  fund"  in  the  State 
treasury,  had  shrunk  to  $3.34,  and  what 
finally  became  of  that  is  uncertain.  Like 
all  the  rest  of  the  bank's  valuables,  it  prob- 
ably kept  on  shrinking  to  infinity. 

Peter  S.  Palmer  of  Utica,  was  appointed 
receiver,  February  4,  1840.  His  report  filed 
in  April,  shows  $8,306.05  liabilities,  of  which 
$4,770  was  for  notes  still  unredeemed.  The 
resources  were  only  $7,835.56,  of  which  but 
$6,775.32  were  considered  available.  Notes 
and  accounts  against  citizens  of  Utica  were 
generally  considered  good,  while  notes  of 
other  "wild-cat"  banks  were  accounted 
worthless. 

The  Legislature  of  1842  passfed  an  act  to 
annul  the  corporate  rights  of  certain  banks 
among  which  was  the  Bank  of  Utica.  Under 
that  act  the  receiver  caused  an  appraisal  of 
assets  to  be  made,  April  29,  1842,  by  James 
B.  Carter,  James  Covel,  Jr.,  and  C.  B.  H. 
Fessenden.  This  appraisal  was  signed  by 
P.  S.  Palmer,  receiver,  by  J,  James,  and 
Payne  K.  Leech,  Jr.,  his  asients.     The  total 


valuation  was  $2,4.(i'Z.77.  Individual  notes 
were  appraised  at  from  par  down  to  fifty 
per  cent ;  Shelby  and  Detroit  railroad  checks 
at  par ;  the  banking  hoiise  and  lot,  which 
cost  $2,015.98,  at  $806.39  or  forty  per  cent ; 
bank  furniture,  from  seventy-five  to  thirty- 
four  per  cent;  a  claim  against  the  Detroit 
City  Bank  at  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
cent.  Then  follows  a  batch  of  notes,  "wild- 
cat" bills  and  claims  all  thrown  together 
without  appraisement,  too  worthless  to  be 
considered.  The  shuttlecock  had  now  been 
banged  about  by  the  battledoor,  until  it  was 
too  dilapidated  for  further  use,  and  the  game 
stopped  here. 

THE   FAKMBBS'    BANK    OP    ROMEO 

was  the  next  venture.  On  October  30,  1837, 
a  petition  was  drawn  up  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  bank  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,- 
000  to  be  located  at  Romeo,  and  known  as 
"The  Farmers'  Bank  of  Romeo."  It  was 
signed  by  Daniel  Trombley,  Jacob  Coddiug- 
ton,  George  Finch,  Martin  P.  Southwell, 
Asabel  Bailey,  Marvil  Shaw,  I.saac  Brabb, 
James  Thorington,  Charles  F.  Snover,  Ben- 
jamin Crissman,  Abner  Smith,  Jr.,  Adam 
Armstrong,  A.  B.  Cooley,  Jas.  Harvey,  David 
Phelps,  John  A.  Shaffer,  A.  B.  Ayres,  Ebe- 
nezer  Kitridge,  A.  Prentiss,  Orratus  Hulett, 
Rufus  Carpenter,  John  S.  Axford,  and  Eph- 
raim  Graves.  The  books  were  opened  for 
subscription  on  December  12th,  in  the  "old 
red  tavern."  The  capital  stock  was  all  sub- 
scribed, the  requisite  ten  per  cent  install- 
ment being  paid  on  the  spot  in  gold  coin,  a 
scarce  commodity  in  those  days.  John 
James  of  Utica  was  appointed  temporary 
treasurer,  and  he  gave  the  usual  bond,  with 
G.  C.  Leech.  0.  Sheldon,  A.  B.  Cooley,  R.  L. 
Clark,  A.  B.  Rawls,  G.  Gates,  A.  B.  Ayres, 
G.  Rix,  and  J.  W.  Dyar,  as  sureties,  and  H. 
A.  Tutner  and  I.  Cummins  as  witnesses.  Di- 
rectors and  a  cashier  were  chosen,  and  John 
"W".  Dyar  was  elected  president.  An  order 
for  plates  was  made  on  a  New  York  en- 
graver, and  in  due  time  the  bills  were  re- 
ceived. They  were  deposited  for  safe  keep- 
ing in  the  Bank  of  Utica,  but  the  great  col- 
lapse came  before  any  of  them  were  signed 
by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  all  idea  of 
further  business  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
Yet  some  of  the  hills  got  out  and  went  on 
their  way  rejoicing  in  forged  signatiires. 
Martin  Buzzell,  still  living  in  Romeo,  had  a 
$2  bill  of  that  bank  presented  to  him  in  1838, 
while  doing  business  at  Natchez,  Miss.  Not 
having  miich  confidence  in  that  kind  of  cur- 
renc,v,  he  refused  to  take  it. 
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j\lr.  John  W.  Dyar,  still  a  resident  of 
Romeo  in  1882,  informs  me  that  the  citizens 
of  Romeo  really  wanted  no  bank  at  all;  but 
a  nninbei"  of  Pennsylvania  "wild-cat" 
schemers  had  fixed  upon  that  village  as  the 
scene  of  one  of  their  nefarious  swindles. 
Ill  order  to  anticipate  them,  the  more  sub- 
tantial  business  men  of  the  village  organ- 
ized a  bank,  and  with  the  friendly  aid  of 
Messrs.  James,  Leeeh  and  Clark,  of  Utiea, 
subscribed  for  all  fhe  stock. 

TIIK   CLINTON  RIVER  BANK 

caiiH'  next,  and  was  the  second  of  that  name. 
The  first,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  to  be 
organized  by  special  charter,  and  located 
at  Shelby.  The  second  was  to  be,  of  the 
"wild-cat"  species  and  located  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. Its  capital  stock  was  to  be  $50,000,  and 
books  were  to  be  opened  for  subscriptions  on 
January  9,  1838.  The  petition  was  dated 
and  filed  November  29,  having  been  signed 
by  C.  S.  Mather,  Frederick  Hatch,  George 
Whitney,  Porter  Kibbee,  G.  C.  Fletcher,  E.  L. 
Atkins,  P.  S.  Fletcher,  James  B.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, William  Lewis,  R.  P.  Eklredge,  H.  M. 
Dodge,  James  Williams,  H.  J.  Higgins,  and 
R.  F.  Eastman.  But  the  crash  came  like 
"An  envious,  sneaking  frost 
That    bites    the    first-born    infants    in    tbi> 

spring;" 
and  the  Clinton  River  Bank  No.  2  went  to 
.  meet  its  illustrious  namesake- 
There  was  still  another  member  of  this 
"wild-eat"  family,  which  as  Arteiinis  Ward 
would  say,  was  the  most  "amoosin'  little 
cuss"  of  the  whole  litter.  The  general  law 
having  been  changed  somewhat,  as  to  the 
mode  of  organization,  a  document  was  drawn 
lip.  on  the  26th  day  of  March.  1838.  and 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
State  four  days  later,  certifying  that  a  bank- 
ing association  had  been  formed  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  of  $50,000,  to  be  located  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Belvidere — or  "Belvidere  City" — 
and  to  be  known  as 
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James  T..  C^inger  was  its  |)resi<ient;  A.  C. 
Hatch,  D.  B.  Conger.  S.  A.  Hathaway.  C. 
W.  Ilnssey,  S.  G.  Langdon  were  its  direc- 
tors, and  A.  Wilcox,  D.  G.  Gnrnsey  and  Ed- 
ward R.  Blackwell  were  the  other  stockhold- 
ers. Bills  were  elaborately  engraved  and 
printed  in  abundance,  but  before  they  were 
repularly  issued  the  bank  was  swamped  by 
hard  times  and  the  city  by  high  water.  To- 
getlioj-  they 


"Came  and  faded  like  a  wreath  of  mist 
At  eve." 

The  bills  were  extensively  circulated  by 
the  boys  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  in 
some  instances,  no  doubt,  were  passed  as 
money  upon  the  ignorant  or  iinwary. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  "wild-eats" 
let  us  return  to  our  own  domestic  feline, 

THE   BANK    OF    MACOMB    COUNTV. 

That  institution  was  not  so  easily  killed. 
It  had  at  least  nine  lives,  to  which  it  clung 
with  a  tenacity  truly  feline.  Every  known 
engine  of  destruction,  from  a  private  suit 
in  chancery  to  an  act  of  the  Legislattire,  was 
vainly  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  Finally  it 
died,  choked  to  death  by  its  own  financial 
stringency. 

A  sworn  statement  of  the  bank's  affairs 
on  June  8,  1837,  shows  its  resources  to  be 
$61,331.71,  of  which  $5,261.65  were  in  specie, 
its  paid  up  capital  was  $23,080 ;  its  deposits, 
$2,583;  its  circulation,  $41,173.  As  the 
banking  association  commenced  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  little  brick  building  on  the  north 
side  of  the  public  square,  now  included  in 
John  Roskopp's  meat  market  {in  1882 — now 
the  office  of  the  Gas  Company),  it  probably 
ORCupied  the  same  for  some  time  before  pur- 
chasing it,  as  the  deed  of  lot  1,  block  1,  origi- 
nal survey  of  Mt.  Clemens,  purchased  of 
Aaron  Weeks  and  wife  for  $2,850,  bears  date 
March  12,  1838.  The  business  did  not  prove 
very  profitable,  and  soon  after  the  issue  of 
the  bills  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  their 
redemption  in  specie.  The  longer  the  hank 
suspended,  the  longer  it  wanted  to  suspend, 
and  suspension  was  the  main  feature  of  the 
business.  In  October  the  following  board  of 
directors  was  elected ;  Christian  Clemens, 
William  Canfield,  Aaron  Weeks,  Isaac  J, 
Urovier,  Rodney  0.  Cooley,  William  Vander- 
voort,  Lucius  H.  Pratt,  Enoch  Jones  and  E. 
Brooks.  Christian  Clemens  was  elected 
president  and  Charles  A.  Emerson  continued 
as  cashier.  On  December  6  its  resources  were 
$95,570.88,  only  $5,657  of  which  were  specie ; 
its  capital  paid  in  was  $35,420;  its  deposits 
$1,077.06  and  its  circulation  $56,034. 

But  trouble  was  brewing.  The  evil  genius 
of  the  bank  was  aroused.  Hiram  Barnam,  a 
business  man  of  Detroit,  had  260  bills  of 
,■^1  each ;  179  of  $2  each ;  154  of  $3  each ;  255 
of  $5  each,  and  66  of  $10  each,  on  the  Bank 
of  Macomb  County.  With  these  hills  in  his 
fist,  fire  in  his  eye,  and  Cornelius  Clark  at 
his  back,  he  stalked  into  the  office  between 
the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  the 
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morning'  of  December  19th  and  demanded  aii 
immediate  payment  to  himself  of  $3,015  iu 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States- 
Was  the  cashier  taken  back?  Not  at  all; 
such  scenes  were  not  unusual.  He  coolly  ex- 
amined the  bills,  acknowledged  their  gen- 
uineness and  the  amount,  but  gave  Mr.  Bar- 
nam  distinctly  to  understand— perhaps  with 
ponderous  emphasis — that  he  couldn't  and 
he  wouldn't  pay  those  notes.  All  this  in  the 
presence  of  Cornelius  Clark. 

Mr.  Barnam  gathered  up  his  wealth,  shook 
the  dnst  of  that  bank  off  his  feet  and  de- 
parted in  high  dudgeon.  He  never  stopped 
until  he  found  himself  in  Detroit,  pouring 
his  tale  of  woe  into  the  legal  ears  of  Hale 
&  Crouse.  A  bill  was  filed  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  accompanied  by  the  affidavit  of 
Cornelius  Clark.  Charles  A.  Emerson,  cash- 
ier, and  Henry  H.  Brown,  of  Detroit,  filed 
counter  affidavits,  and  no  further  testimony 
was  taken.  Chancellor  Famsworth  allowed 
an  injunction,  which  was  issiied  January  6, 
1838,  and  was  served  on  the  president  and 
cashier,  two  days  later,  by  Daniel  Chand- 
ler, deputy  sheriff.  The  bank  was  repre- 
sented b.y  Asher  B.  Bates  and  Henry  N. 
Walker,  and  Peter  Morey  also  appears 
in  the  ease  as  counsel  for  complainant. 
To  the  credit  of  the  bank  it  must  be 
said  that  those  bills  were  redeemed  be- 
fore the  injunction  was  served.  In  October 
a  third  board  of  directors  was  elected, 
consisting  of  Aaron  Weeks.  Porter  Kib- 
bee,  William  Vandervoort,  Lucius  Pratt. 
John  Norton,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Lathrop,  C.  S. 
Mather,  Joseph  Hubbard,  and  Charles  A. 
Emerson  retained  as  cashier. 

The  bank  had  now  been  under  injunction 
for  a  year,  when  the  Legislature  determined 
to  know  something  of  its  true  inwardness. 
As  the  institution  was  independent  of  the 
bank  commissioners,  the  Legislature,  by 
joint  resolution,  made  Kintzing  Pritehette 
and  Alphens  Felch,  then  bank  commissioners, 
its  special  agents  to  conduct  a  legislative  in- 
vestigation. The  examination  was  thorough 
and  continued  through  the  8th  and  9th  of 
February.  The  president  was  the  only  per- 
son present,  the  cashier  having  gone  to  Buf- 
falo. It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  at  length  of 
this  investigation.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
many  things  were  not  found  that  should 
have  been  found,  and  many  more  were  found 
that  should  not  have  been  found.  Any  fur- 
ther curiosity  on  the  subject  may  be  grati- 
fied by  a  reference  to  the  commissioners'  re- 
port, which,    with    accompanying   exhibits, 


fills  twenty  payes  in  tlie  Senate  Documents 
for  1839. 

Before  the  cashier  started  for  Buffalo  he 
made  and  left  in  the  bank  a  statement  of  af- 
fairs, dated  January  5,  After  his  return,  fear- 
ing that  the  commissioners'  report  might 
"mislead  the  pubUe  as  to  the  true  situation 
of  the  bank,"  he  carefully  prepared  and 
transmitted  to  Gov.  Mason,  another  state- 
ment, dated  February  23,  much  better  adajit- 
ed  to  public  inspection  than  the  first  one. 
Both  statements  are  included  in  the  report. 
A  comparison  of  the  two  statements  is  in- 
teresting. Between  January  5,  and  Febni- 
ary  23,  the  paid  up  capital  had  marvetously 
expanded  from  $35,420  to  $105,420,  its 
"loans  and  discounts"  from  $63,927.62  to 
.$76,679,10 ;  its  credits  in  the  Buffalo  agency 
from  $4,800.56  to  $29,800.56  -.  its  specie,  from 
$2,967  to  .$12,962.17 ;  its  total  resources,  from 
$107,470,33  to  $145,650.06.  The  fii-st  state- 
ment showed  a  circulation  of  $64,325,  but  it 
was  claimed  that  all  but  $37,560  was  taken 
up  and  lying  in  the  Detroit  banks.  The  sec- 
ond statement  showed  a  decrease  in  circula- 
tion to  $31,585.  All  these  changes  are  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place  while  the  bank 
was  under  injimetion  and  prohibited  from 
the  transaction  of  business. 

The  report  from  the  commissioners  to  tin' 
Senate  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  in 
corporations.  That  committee  finally  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  the  charter  of  the 
Maeomb  and  Saginaw  Railroad  Company. 
The  cashier  came  to  the  rescue  with  another 
affidavit,  his  favorite  weapcm  of  offense  and 
defense.  After  considerable  discussion  of 
the  bill,  all  further  action  thereon  was  cut 
off  by  a  joint  resolution,  introduced  by 
Jacob  Summers,  senator  from  Maeomb,  re- 
ferring the  commissioners'  report  and  all 
other  papers  on  the  subject  to  the  Attorne,r 
(jeneral  for  his  opinion  and  appropriate  ac- 
tion, if  he  found  that  there  had  been  any 
violation  of  the  charter.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  report  from  that  offlcial  on 
the  subject. 

The  injunction  against  the  bank  was  dis- 
solved on  March  13,  1839,  but  the  ease  was 
not  finally  submitted  until  more  than  a  year 
later.  Chancellor  Farnsworth,  however, 
never  decided  the  case. 

Up  to  this  time  nothing  had  been  done  to- 
wards the  construction  of  the  railroad,  ex- 
cept scratching  over  a  few  feet  of  soil  in 
Ashley's  orchard,  now  part  of  the  Latour- 
neau  property,  and  laying  down  two  rails. 
Christiiin   Clemens,  Ebenp^er  Hall,   Issiitc  J. 
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Grovier,  ami  William  Canfiekl,  in  their  writ- 
ten statement  to  the  eommissioners  who 
made  the  investigation,  affirm  that  the  direc- 
tors first  appointed  made  use  of  all  legal 
nieanures  for  the  connneneement  of  the  rail- 
road by  giving  lawfnl  notice  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  its  location ;  but  they  were  de- 
feated by  their  sndden  removal  from  office 
by  the  eastern  stockholders. 

As  the  cor])oration  was  liable  to  dissolu- 
tion for  forfeiture  of  its  charter  in  neglect- 
ing to  construct  the  railroad,  it  was  time  for 
something  to  be  done.  A  petition  was  cir- 
culated and  numerously  signed  by  citizens 
of  the  eoiKity.  praying'  for  the  substitution 
of  a  turii|>il<i'  for  tlie  contemplated  railroad. 
All  hopes  of  ;\  I'Milniiul  were  gone,  and  the 
citizens,  wisely  concluding  that  "half  a  loaf 
is  better  than  no  loaf,"  re.ioieed  for  a  time 
in  the  prospect  of  a  brand  new  turnpike. 
Alas!  for  the  holJowness  of  human  hopes! 
The  turnpike  was  as  visionary  as  the  rail- 
road. 

The  petiti(!n  was  presented  in  the  IIoumo 
January  27,  1840,  by  -lohn  Stockton,  then 
a  member  from  Jfacinnl).  and  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  banks  and  incorpora- 
tions. Three  days  later  Mr.  Stockton  offered 
a  resolution,  which  was  ado]ited.  calling  on 
the  bank  for  a  statement  of  its  condition  and 
affairs.  'I'lic  hank  ciiiiiniissioniT  in  bis  re- 
port had  iiifoniicil  the  Legislature  that  "the 
Macomb  County  Hank,  it  is  said,  has  not 
closed  its  doors  and  the  amount  of  its  cir- 
culation is  very  limited  and  trifling,  which 
tliey  ivdccin  on  prt'sentation."  In  reply  to 
Mr.  Storkloh's  }-csohition.  C.  A.  Knierson. 
still  cHshici',  Hiibiiiitlcd  a  sworn  stateinent 
ivbich  showed  tlic  circulation  to  be  $10,159. 
Its  total  resources  v.-ere  -•^151,853.81.  only 
ffl,221.13  of  which  were  specie.  Its  paid  in 
capital  was  $105,420.  Its  deposits  on  de- 
mand were  $473.92,  to  apply  on  debts.  $20,- 
917.54.  For  the  first  time  mention  is  now- 
made  of  the  railroad  conipany  in  connection 
with  the  bank  affaii's.  We  have  seen  that 
the  ebai'ter  required  a  transfer  of  all  the 
railroad  stock  to  the  ba^  before  the  issue 
of  notes,  as  collateral  smirity  for  the  re- 
demption of  snch  notes.  I  have  found  no 
such  transfer,  nor  any  record  of  approval  by 
the  Governor— probably  because  the  rail- 
road company  had  nothing  to  transfer.  As 
the  investigation  disclosed  so  many  viola- 
tions of  charter  provisions,  we  may  very 
properly  infer  that  this  provision  also  was 
violated  or  only  nominally  observed,  for 
now,  three  years  aftci-  the  issue  of  bills,  we 


find  the  first  itsem  of  resources  coming  from 
the  railroad  to  the  bank  to  be  the  mere  pit- 
tance  of  -$487.70. 

On  February  19th  the  committee  on  banks 
and  incorporations  reported  a  bill  to  sub- 
stitute a  turnpike  for  a  railroad,  as  the 
petitioners  desired.  After  much  hard  work 
on  the  part  of  its  friends  the  bill  became  a 
law  on  the  30th  of  March,  1840.  It  author- 
ized the  eorijoration  to  construct  a  turnpike 
"on  the  State  road  known  and  designated 
as  leading  from  Mt.  Clemens  north  through 
the  township  of  Clinton,  Macomb,  and  Ray." 
The  assent  of  the  county  commissioners  was 
to  be  obtained,  and  the  road  was  to  be  com- 
pleted to  their  satisfaction.  The  corpora- 
tion conld  charge  no  toll,  and  was  not  re- 
quired to  keep  the  road  in  repair.  A  writ- 
ten assent  to  the  act  was  to  be  filed  by  the 
president  and  directors.  This  was  done,  and 
among  the  directors  signing  appears  the 
name  of  John  J.  Leonard. 

In  1841  the  bank  suspended  bnsiness.  prac- 
tically, if  not  entirely.  In  1842  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  two  acts  annulling  and  repeal- 
ing the  charters  of  numerous  banks.  Among 
these  appears  the  hank  of  Macomb  County, 
whose  charter  was  conditionally  repealed. 
In  the  ease  of  The  People  vs.  Oakland  Coun- 
ty Bank,  decided  in  January.  1844,  the  su- 
preme court  held  that  the  term  "Bank  of 
Oakland  County,"  used  in  the  act  of  1842. 
was  not  a  sufticient  designation  of  a  corpora- 
tion whose  name  was  "The  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company  of  the  Oakland  County 
Bank."  As  the  same  decision  applied  to  the 
Macomb  County  Bank,  the  second  attempt 
to  repeal  its  charter  was  also  a  failure. 

This  situation  of  affairs  continued  until 
Alpheiis  Felch  became  Governor.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  he  was  one  of  the  inves- 
tigating commissioners  in  1839.  Probably 
convinced  that  the  institution  was  insolvent, 
he  instructed  the  Attorney  General  to  com- 
mence proceedings  in  chancery  to  declare 
its  charter  forfeited.  Certain  expressions  in 
bis  message  to  the  Legislature  of  1846  were 
evidently  drawn  out  by  a  consideration  of 
the  condition  of  the  Macomb  County  Bank. 

The  Attorney  General  filed  a  hill  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1846.  Henry  N.  Walker 
was  then  Attorney  General,  and  his  official 
position  required  him  to  prosecute  the  hank 
he  had  so  often  defended.  The  bill  alleged 
the  insolvency  of  the  bank,  the  suspension 
of  business,  the  failure  to  elect  directors,  the 
neglect  to  construct  either  the  railroad  or 
the  turnpike,  and  a  consequent  forfeiture  of 
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its  cliarti^r  by  non-users.  It  then  prays  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver,  and  an  injunction.  The 
action  is  brought  against  "The  President, 
Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Ma- 
comb County,"  and  Aaron  Weeks,  nothing 
being  said  about  the  railroad  company  in 
the  title  of  the  cause. 

The  Bank  of  Macomb  County  was  now 
brought  once  more  face  to  face  with  its  old 
acquaintance.  Chancellor  Pamsworth,  but 
for  a  brief  period,  as  the  court  of  chancery 
was  abolished  by  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
1846,  The  case  then  went  into  the  "Wayne 
County  Circuit  Court  in  Chancery."  The 
next  appearance  of  Blon  Famsworth  in  this 
sketch  will  be  in  a  very  different  position, 
and  one  which  in  view  of  his  previous  con- 
nection, is  somewhat  amusing. 

The  defendants  at  first  demurred,  but  af- 
terward filed  an  answer.  This  was  in  1847, 
ilr.  Walker  was  no  longer  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  he  in  partnership  with  Samuel  T. 
Douglass  and  James  V.  Campbell  now  ap- 
peared for  the  bank.  The  answer  denied  the 
insolvency  and  admits  the  suspension  of  all 
business  except  the  redemption  and  pay- 
ment of  its  notes  and  obligations.  This  the 
defendants  claimed  to  be  able,  willing,  and 
ready  at  all  times  to  do.  They  claimed  to 
be  organized  as  a  corporation  under  the 
name  of  ' '  The  President,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  Coimty," 
and  not  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  or 
omissions  of  any  other  corporation.  They 
knew  nothing  about  the  acts  of  non-user  or 
mis-user  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany, and  claimed  that  such  acts  could  give 
no  ground  for  relief  or  discovery  against 
them,  and  they  submitted  to  the  court  their 
rights  and  liabilities  under  their  charter. 
They  further  claimed  that  the  forfeiture  of 
the  railroad  company  could  not  be  tried  in 
that  cause. 

For  the  purpose  of  hearing,  it  was  admit- 
ted that  neither  the  ten  miles  of  railroad 
nor  the  same  length  of  turnpike  had  been 
completed  by  the  Macomb  and  Saginaw 
Railroad  Company,  but  that  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  1840,  the  company  com- 
menced the  construction  of  the  turnpike  and 
expended  thereon  about  the  sum  of  $1,500 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1842  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  county  commissioners; 
and  they  made  no  further  expenditures  in 
the  construction  of  said  turnpike  after  the 
passage  of  the  act.  These  things  were  ad- 
mitted merely  for  the  purpose  of  hearing. 


or  making  a  ease,  and  Jiiay  or  may  not  have 
been  facts.  The  banking  company  desired 
a  decree  separating  its  own  incorporation 
from  that  of  the  railroad  company,  and  it 
was  willing  to  admit  anything  that  would 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  railroad  charter. 
In  fact  nothing  would  please  them  more 
than  to  be  rid  of  the  whole  railroad  and 
turnpike  encumbrance.  "Whatever  work 
they  did  on  the  turnpike  was  in  the  way  of 
surveys,  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  per- 
mission granted  the  company  by  the  county 
commissioners  to  perform  any  such  work. 
The  Legislature  of  1836,  among  many  others, 
had  laid  out  a  State  road  to  be  known  as 
the  Macomb  and  Saginaw  Turnpike.  This 
is  probably  the  State  road  alluded  to  in  the 
act  of  1840,  substituting  the  turnpike  for 
the  railroad. 

The  case  was  not  argued  and  submitted 
until  December  13,  1850.  On  March  4th 
the  case  was  decided,  and  an  order  entered 
dismissing  the  bill  and  proceedings.  An  ap- 
peal to  the  supreme  court  was  taken,  and 
there  the  case  rested  for  some  time. 

Meanwhile  the  bank  had  been  revived  and 
re-organized  by  Henry  G.  Kibbee  and  asso- 
ciates. This  occurred  in  1851,  and  Charles 
Emerson,  who  had  so  long  made  statements 
and  affidavits  for  the  bank,  gave  way  as 
cashier  to  Mr.  Kibbee.  The  "whirligig  of 
time"  had  been  just  as  active  in  the  history 
of  this  bank  as  in  the  history  of  greater  con- 
cerns, and  in  one  of  its  unaccountable  freaks 
it  now  turned  up  our  friend  Elon  Fams- 
worth as  president  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb 
County.  A  majority  of  the  stock  was  held 
by  Chicago  parties.  In  1853  Mr.  Pams- 
worth resigned  his  position,  and  W.  S.  Gur- 
nee,  then  mayor  of  Chicago,  was  elected 
president,  and  James  G.  Tucker,  cashier. 

William  Hale,  Attorney  General,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Legislature  of  1853,  speaking  of 
the  case  against  the  bank,  says:  "The  ap- 
peal was  taken  with  the  view,  chiefly,  to 
prevent  as  far  as  practicable  the  ad.iudica- 
tion  of  the  court  of  chancery  from  becom- 
ing a  bar  to  further  proceedings.  So  far 
as  appears  by  the  record  sent  up  to  the  su- 
preme court,  on  the  appeal,  few  of  the  im- 
portant questions  arising  upon  the  facts 
charged  in  the  bill  of  complaint,  are  pre- 
sented for  adjudication.  The  review  of  the 
ease  by  the  supreme  court,  will  not,  there- 
fore, necessarily  be  final,  nor  will  it  directly 
determine  the  validity  of  the  corporate 
rights  claimed  by  the  bank."  Speaking  of 
the  repeal  of  the  charter,  he  says:    "There 
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can  be  110  duubl  as  Lo  the  right  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  interfere,  so  far  as  the  railroad 
charter  ia  concerned.  The  bank  itself  claims 
imnmnities,  which,  if  well  founded,  place  it 
beyond  legislative  control."  Gov.  McClel- 
land, in  his  annual  message  to  the  same 
Legislature,  says:  "The  charters  of  all  the 
banks  doing  business  in  this  State,  excepting 
the  Michigan  State  Bank,  and  the  Bank  of 
Macomb  County,  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Legislature.  In  regard  to  these  two  the 
hill  holder  had  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
honesty,  probity,  and  ability  of  the  officers 
and  stocldiolders, "  Concerning  the  Ma- 
comb County  Bank  alone,  he  says:  "The 
bank  ostensibly  ceased  to  transact  business 
some  years  ago,  but  has  been  recently  re- 
vived. Xo  tax  was  paid  the  State  by  this 
bank  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  one  was 
paid  under  the  law  regulating  the  tax  upon 
hanks.  If  the  charter  is  valid,  a  large 
amount  of  taxes  is  yet  due  from  it ;  if  it  is 
not,  the  State  is  not  entitled  to  receive  any 
tax  from  it,  as  it  might  be  viewed  as  coun- 
tenancing its  legitimacy." 

After  its  re-organization  the  bank  com- 
menced making  reports  to  the  State  Treas- 
urer, and  paying  specific  taxes.  The  first 
report  is  dated  October  4,  1852,  and  shows 
$295,160.00  resourees.  of  which  $39,476.75 
are  gold  and  silver.  Its  paid  up  capital  was 
$100,000:  its  circulation,  $190,168,  less  $2,- 
500  on  hand:  and  its  deposits  $4,921.50. 
Shortly  after  this  report  was  rendered,  the 
tax  was  paid,  which  is  alluded  to  by  Gov. 
McClelland.    It  amounted  to  $1,396. 

In  January,  1853,  the  case  in  the  Supreme 
Court  was  argued  and  submitted.  That 
court  affirmed  the  decree  of  the  lower  court, 
dismissing  the  bill  and  sustaining  the  val- 
idity of  the  charter.  The  Bank  of  Macomb 
County,  havinff  now  risen  superior  to  the 
three  branches  of  the  State  government — 
legislative,  executive  and  judicial— had  no 
more  worlds  to  conquer.  It  was  then  left 
in  peace,  to  die  a  natural  ileath  in  its  own 
appointed  time. 

In  December,  1853,  a  payment  of  $1,603,22 
specific  taxes  was  made.  On  January  2, 
1854,  the  bank  reports  $644,955  resources, 
of  which  $76,331.23  were  in  coin;  $250,000 
paid  up  capital  stock :  $10,044  in  deposits 
and  $384,911  circulation.  Its  report  of  De- 
cember 28,  1854,  shows  only  $298,138.16  re- 
sources, of  which  but  $7,619.74  were  gold 
and  silver;  capital  stock,  $25,000;  circula- 
tion.   $39,334,501    and    deposits,    $2,190.76. 


Such  sudden  changes  are  somewhat  bewil- 
dering. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  the  stock  changed 
hands  and  Henry  C.  Kibbee  was  made  presi- 
dent. On  May  30  the  hank  paid  three  in- 
stallments of  $1,079.10  each,  as  specific  tax- 
es, due  respectively  April  1,  1854,  October  1, 
1854  and  April  1,  1855.  A  corresponding 
installment  due  October  1,  1855,  was  not 
paid  when  due  and  perhaps  not  at  all.  The 
bank's  report  for  December  26,  1855,  shows 
$235,884.37  resources;  $19,138.76  in  coin; 
$150,000  capital  stock;  $75,268  circulation 
and  $3,605.78  in  deposits.  After  this  I  find 
no  more  reports  of  payments  of  specific 
taxes. 

During  the  crisis  of  1857,  this  bank  in 
common  with  other  western  banks,  suspend- 
ed payments.  Jlr.  Tucker  retired  from  the 
position  of  cashier  in  the  same  yea.r,  and  A. 
L.  Guerber  acted  as  cashier  until  Mareh. 
1858.  Then  the  stock  again  changed  hands. 
Henry  C.  Kibbee  resigned  and  disposed  of 
his  shares,  when  his  brother.  Porter  Kibbee, 
was  elected  president.  It  must  have  been 
at  this  time  that  a  gentleman  by  the  name 
of  Graves  took  the  position  of  cashier,  but 
I  cannot  speak  with  certainty,  nor  have  I 
been  able  to  ascertain  his  given  name.  He 
remained  here  so  short  a  time  that  he  seems 
almost  forgotten.  Under  this  management 
the  hank  continued  but  a  few  months.  Be- 
fore the  close  of  the  year  it  had  succumbed 
to  fate.  Financial  weakness  did  what  no 
other  ])ower  could  do — rid  the  State  of  an 
nnmanageable   elephant  on  its  hands. 

After  mentioning  several 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

I  will  close.  During  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Oakland  County 
bank,  in  1836,  Senator  John  S.  Barry  tried 
to  incorporate  a  provision  allowing  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  bank  in  either  Oakland 
or  Macomb  county.  On  February  23,  1838, 
a  bankers'  convention  was  held  in  Detroit 
to  consider  questions  of  interest  to  their 
fraternity.  Gurdon  C  Leech  represented 
the  Bank  of  Utica  in  the  convention.  In 
1839  Mt.  Clemens  was  designated  as  the  lo- 
cation of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Michigan.  It  was  not  established, 
however,  and  the  whole  project  was  aban- 
doned in  1842.  In  1840,  while  the  bill  "to 
authorize  the  anticipation  of  certain  install- 
ments of  the  $5,000,000  loan,"  was  before 
the  Senate,  Senator  Jacob  Summers  endeav- 
ored to  have  the  bank  of  Macomb  County  in- 
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eluded  with  others  in  the  bill.  In  1842  the 
good  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemeas  were  sorely 
vexed  with  a  plague  of  Detroit  city  shin- 
plasters.  These  were  little  due  bills  issued 
by  the  eity  corporation,  ranging  from  12^^ 
to  75  cents  in  apparent  value.  They  came 
like  the  locusts  of  Egypt,  making  life  a  bur- 
den, until  Mt.  Clemens  could  bear  it  no 
longer.  A  petition,  numerously  signed,  was 
forwarded  to  the  Legislature  and  presented 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  D.  C. 
Walker,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  circulation  of  Detroit  shin-plas- 
ters. 


CHAPTER  VIII, 


(Realizing  the  impossibility  of  giving  a 
connected  statement  of  the  progress  of  Mt. 
Clemens  in  all  its  details  after  it  became  more 
than  a  mere  hamlet,  and  believing  that  the 
most  interest  in  the  matter  would  center  in 
the  personal  features  of  the  history  of  the 
place,  the  writer  has  deemed  it  the  best 
method  to  take  up  such  residents  of  Mt. 
Clemens  as  played  a  prominent  part  in  its 
development,  and  in  connection  with 
biographical  notices  of  their  lives  to  give  as 
much  information  as  possible  concerning  the 
business  enterprise  of  the  place.  No  one 
will  realize  more  thoroughly  than  does  the 
writer  the  incompleteness  of  this  chapter. 
Many  should  be  mentioned  who  were  as  prom- 
inent and  worthy  as  those  named  here,  and 
much  eould  properly  be  told  of  the  lives  of 
those  mentioned,  which,  from  lack  of  knowl- 
edge, time  and  space,  has  perforce  been  omit- 
ted. The  writer  has  endeavored  to  avoid 
duplicating  information  which  he  has  reason 
to  expect  will  appear  in  the  biographical  sec- 
tions of  this  work,  with  the  preparation  of 
which  he  has  had  no  part,  and  to  the  most  of 
which  he  has  had  no  access.  No  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  writer  to  make  a  complete 
list  of  the  children  of  the  parties  whose 
sketches  are  given  below,  but  usually  only 
those  are  named  who  have  remained  in  and 
have  played  or  are  now  playing  a  part  in  the 
history  of  the  county.) 

Christian  Clemens,  the  pioneer  settler  of 
Mt.  Clemens,  was  born  in  Montgomery  or 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  30th, 
1768.  In  1795  he  came  to  Detroit,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  leather.  The 
exact  date  of  his  coming  to  Mt.  Clemens  is 
difficult  to   determine,   although  it  has  been 


given  as  1798.  However,  we  find  him  a  voter 
at  an  election  held  at  Detroit  Jan.  14th,  1799. 
All  through  the  history  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  county  there  are  frequent  refer- 
ences to  the  work  of  Judge  Clemens,  which 
need  not  be  repeated  here.  We  find  him  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  in  Septem- 
ber, 1809,  indicted  Gov.  Hull  for  remitting 
a  $50.00  fine  imposed  upon  John  Whipple  for 
contempt  of  court  because  he  called  Judge 
Woodward  "a  damn  rascal."  During  the 
War  of  1812,  Christian  Clemens  was  com- 
pelled to  live  at  Detroit,  a  large  portion  of 
the  time  on  account  of  the  Indian  depreda- 
tions. He  was  confined  in  the  British  dun- 
geon during  the  time  the  British  had  control 
of  Detroit  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Hull. 
We  find  his  name  among  the  list  of  subscrib- 
ers to  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  gunpowder 
at  that  time  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War 
in  May,  1812.  He  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  militia  in  command  of  "that 
part  of  the  battalion  which  resided  near  the 
river  Huron,"  and  he  continued  until  his 
extreme  old  age  to  be  an  active  power  among 
the  community  and  in  the  state  in  all  the 
movements  which  tended  to  the  material 
progress  of  the  county.  He  died  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, August  25th,  1844. 

Mr.  Clemens  was  a  descendant  of  the  early 
Dutch  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  a  fact  which 
was  apparent  in  his  speech ;  a  man  of  medium 
height,  strong  pronounced  features;  retaining 
his  mental  vigor  and  activity  even  after  his 
years  had  made  him  a  tottering  and  appar- 
ently feeble  old  man.  He  was  for  a  long  time 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
County  Court,  and  Probate  Judge.  His  legal 
education  was  limited,  but  his  sound  com- 
mon sense  and  sense  of  justice  came  to  his 
rescue  in  his  judicial  positions.  He  is  re- 
membered to  have  declared  that  Blackstone 
might  be  all  right,  but  it  wasn't  much  of  an 
authority  in  his  court. 

Upon  coming  to  Mt.  Clemens,  Christian 
Clemens  brought  as  members  of  his  family, 
in  addition  to  Mrs.  Clemens  and  their  chil- 
dren, two  children  of  Mrs.  Clemens  by  former 
marriage,  viz.:  James  C,  Allen  and  Mary, 
afterwards  the  wife  of  Colonel  Stockton.  The 
children  of  Judge  Clemens,  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, were  Harriet,  who  married  Dr.  George 
Lee,  March  11th,  1828;  Ann,  who  married 
William  Canfield  May  13th,  1830;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Sydney  S.  Hawkins,  April  23d, 
1833,  and  after  his  death,  Edward  C.  Gallup 
in  1838;  and  Louise,  who  married  Henry  D. 
Teny  in  February,  1845.     Of  General  Will- 
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iaio  L'aiifiekl.  niiiiiy  mentions  have  been  made 
elsewliere  in  this  history.  He  was  the  father 
of  Frank  H,  Canfleld,  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Detroit;  James  A,  Canfield,  now  living  in 
Mt.  Clemens;  of  the  late  Judge  Arthur  L. 
Canfield:  the  late  William  J.  Canfield  and 
of  the  late  Augustus  H.  Canfield.  William 
Canfield  died  October  6,  1877,  and  his  wife, 
August  6,  1879.  Dr.  Lee,  the  husband  of  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Judge  Clemens,  was  one 
of  Mt.  Clemens'  earliest  physicians,  and  built 
the  large  residence  still  standing  at  the  corner 
of  Market  and  Walnut  streets.  Ilis  oldest 
daughter,  Catherine,  was  the  wife  of  Joshua 
B.  Dickenson,  and  mother  of  the  first  wife 
of  George  &I.  Crocker,  and  hence  the  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Judge  S.  W.  Kjiight.  The 
sons  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Lee  have  been  active  mem- 
bers of  the  journalistic  profession  in  Mt. 
Clemens  and  elsewhere  in  ilichigan;  Walter 
T.  Lee  having  been  connected  with  the  Mon- 
itor and  other  papers  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  his 
son,  Talmadge  Lee,  still  being  in  the  printing 
business  of  Mt.  Clemens.  Of  Henrj'  D.  Terry, 
mention  is  made  in  the  chapter  on  the  Bench 
and  Bar  of  the  county.  None  of  his  children, 
Dwight  Terry,  Ileiirj'  Terry  and  Mrs.  Julia 
Dwight,  are  residents  of  this  county.  The 
only  child  of  Elizabeth  Clemens  Gallup,  Mat- 
tie  Gallup,  married  Prank  E.  Crittenden  of 
Chesterfield  township,  where  her  two  children 
are  still  living.  Mr.  Gallup  died  August  28, 
1877,  aged  69,  and  Mrs.  Gallup,  March  30, 
1889,  aged  77  years. 

Capt.  James  C.  Allen,  a  stepson  of  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  married  March  1,  1831,  Eliza- 
beth Hayes,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hayes  of 
Marcellus.  His  oldest  child,  Marj',  was  the 
first  wife  of  George  P.  Lewis,  and  his  only 
other  child  was  Jlatilda,  the  wife  of  Andrew 
S.  Robertson.  Of  the  descendants  of  Mary 
Stockton,  stepdaughter  of  Christian  Clem- 
ens, none  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  are 
residents  of  the  county,  except  Robert  W. 
Stoeltton.  a  grandson.  There  were  two  daugh- 
ters and  three  soi^:  Ann,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Julia,  the  first  wife  of  Andrew  S.  Rob- 
ertson, and  Craton,  Adolphus  and  David. 

Another  Allen  of  the  early  days  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  was  Bzekiel  Allen,  a  cousin  of 
James  C,  who  came  here  as  early  as  1817 
from  Springport,  Cayuga  County,  New  York. 
He  built  a  tannery  on  the  banli  of  the  river 
back  of  where  now  stands  the  Wilson  block, 
and  a  little  later  a  store  on  the  hill  on  Pront 
street,  where  for  a  long  time  he  ran  a  shoe 
shop.  He  also  built  a  store  used  as  a  dry 
goods  store,  which  was  removed  when   Gen. 


Nichols  built  a  brick  block  on  the  river  side 
of  Front  street.  He  also  at  one  time  owned 
much  of  the  Court  street  block  opposite  the 
Court  House,  and  there  he  had  his  home  for 
some  time.  In  his  house  was  held  some  of 
the  sessions  of  the  County  Court.  He  was 
chosen  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  in  1829 
one  of  the  prominent  candidates  for  County 
Treasurer.  December  2,  1821,  he  married 
Lavenia  Ilussell,  who  had  come  from  Batavia, 
New  York,  with  the  Atwood  and  Cady  fam- 
ily. He  died  in  1837,  survived  by  his  widow 
(who  died  in  1880)  and  six  children:  Gideon, 
who  died  in  1849 ;  Emily,  Mrs.  William  Tuck- 
er, and  mother  of  Porter  Tucker  of  Detroit; 
Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Alex  Shelp  of  Detroit,  who 
died  in  1902 ;  Mrs.  Frances  Parshall  who  died 
many  years  ago  in  Mt.  Clemens ;  Mary,  Mrs. 
Martin  Dietrich  of  Laingsburg;  and  Marion, 
who  still  lives  in  Mt,  Clemens, 

Rutter— Another  family  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Clemens  family,  is  the  Rut- 
ter family.  Ann  Rutter,  sister  of  Christian 
Clemens,  came  to  j\It.  Clemens  with  her  chil- 
dren in  1834,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Thomas  Rutter  of  Maryland,  a  sea  captain 
and  United  States  Surveyor.  Among  these 
children  were  Thomas  Rutter,  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  later  of  Ro- 
meo; William  L.  Rutter,  Harry  Rutter,  who 
afterwards  made  his  home  in  Detroit,  and 
four  daughtera;  Mrs.  'Webb,  who  remained 
at  Jit,  Clemens  only  a  short  time;  Mrs.  Dalby, 
Mrs.  James  and  Mrs.  Dickinson.  Later  a  fifth 
daughter,  Mrs.  Eastman,  came  from  their 
liome  in  Philadelphia,  William  L.  Rutter 
was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  was  one 
of  the  first  trustees  of  Mt.  Clemens  village 
in  1851,  was  constable  in  the  village  for  23 
years  successively.  He  mari-ied  March  13, 
1856,  Miss  Emma  Campbell,  whose  sister  Ed- 
gar Weeks  married.  Mr.  Rutter,  his  wife  and 
oldest  son,  W.  Harry,  are  still  residents  of 
Mt.  Clemens.  Keturah  Rutter  married  Amos 
Dalby,  the  very  competent  county  clerk  and 
register  of  deeds,  who  held  those  ofiices  in  the 
30 's.  They  lived  on  what  is  now  Cass  ave- 
nue, very  nearly  on  the  site  of  the  homestead 
of  the  late  E.  Wright  Hall.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Dalby  she  married  John  James,  who 
after  her  death  married  her  sister,  Adeline 
Rutter.  Julia  Rutter  married  Horace  H. 
Dickinson,  a  nephew  of  John  S.  Park,  one  of 
Mt.  Clemens'  earliest  tailors.  The  Dickinson 
family  moved  afterwards  to  Detroit  and  later 
to  Ypsilanti.  Harriett  M.  Rutter  married 
Robert  M.  Eastman,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
who  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1835  and  was 
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for  many  years  one  of  its  leading  and  most 
active  business  men.  He  was  at  one  time  lo- 
cated on  the  northwest  corner  ot  North  Gratiot 
and  Macomb  streets,  where  he  lived  and  also 
kept  a  store.  Here  his  first  wife,  a  sister  of 
Frederick  Hatch,  died  December  4,  1836. 
Later  his  store  was  located  on  the  corner  of 
Cass  avenue  and  Gratiot  where  he  at  one 
time  had  Edward  C.  Gallup  as  a  partner. 
After  his  marriage  to  his  second  wife,  they 
built  the  family  residence  still  standing  on 
the  corner  of  Cass  avenue  and  Walnut  streets, 
then  deemed  quite  out  of  town.  The  four 
children  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Eastman,  Frederick 
R.,  Arthur  R.,  Julia  and  Mrs.  Fannie  (George 
R.)  Law,  are  still  residents  of  Mt.  Clemens. 
Mr.  Eastman  died  while  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Mt.  Clemens,  August  12th, 
1849,  and  Mrs.  Eastman,  October  26th,  1902, 
at  the  age  of  upwards  of  84  years. 

Dickinson-Hatch.  In  1836  to  Mt.  Clemens 
from  Vermont  came  Frederick  Hatch  and  his 
wife  and  family.  His  wife  was  a  half  sister 
of  Joshua  B.  Dickinson,  whose  father  and 
mother  came  to  Michigan  in  1841  and  located 
in  Mt.  Clemens  in  the  following  year.  Mr. 
Dickinson  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
but  in  a  few  years  became  interested  in  the 
old  Romeo  &  Mt.  Clemens  Plank  Road  and 
in  the  real  estate  business.  By  his  thrift  and 
good  judgment  he  accumulated  a  considerable 
fortune  and  by  his  integrity,  liberality  and 
fair  dealing,  acquired  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  throughout  the  county.  In  polities 
he  was  a  stanch  democrat  and  for  many 
years  was  chairman  of  the  county  committee. 
In  1852  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  re- 
elected in  1854  and  subsequently  elected  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds.  In  1846  he  married  Kath- 
arine Lee,  daughter  of  George  Lee,  who  died 
August  8th,  1856.  About  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Dickinson  lost  three  children,  and  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life,  his  interest  cen- 
tered around  the  only  surviving  child,  Kath- 
arine L.,  who  in  September  of  1870,  married 
George  M.  Crocker.  Mr.  Dickinson  died  in 
May,  1879,  while  holding  office  of  Mayor  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Hatch  was  for  a  long  time  Justice  of 
Peace  in  Mt.  Clemens  and  was  engaged  in 
various  other  enterprises.  Of  his  large  fam- 
ily of  daughters,  one  married  Adolph  Guer- 
ber,  who  was  prominent  here  in  connection 
with  the  Liverpool  enterprise,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Brooklyn,  New  York;  one  married 
James  G.  Tucker,  Cashier  of  the  Macomb 
County  Bank,  and  father  of  our  present  Cir- 
cuit Judge ;  one  married  Mr,  Praser  and  died 


many  years  ago,  and  two  died  at  Mt.  Clemens 
unmarried,  Martha,  in  1875,  and  Louisa,  in 
1881. 

Another  sister  of  Joshua  Dickinson  mar- 
ried Henry  M.  Dodge,  who  was  for  years  one 
of  the  merchants  of  Mt.  Clemens.  They  later 
removed  to  Minneapolis.  Another  sister  was 
Mrs.  P.  B.  Thurston,  spoken  of  in  connection 
with  his  life.  Still  another  sister  was  Mrs. 
E.  R.  Blackwell,  whose  husband  was  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  skillful  constructors 
of  dams,  and  who  was  largely  interested  in 
the  work  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal. 
Still  another  sister  was  Mrs.  Porter  Kibbee, 
who  with  his  brother  Henry  Kibbee,  for  a 
long  time  was  proprietor  of  Kibbee 's  mill, 
which  made  Frederick  a  successful  shipping 
point  of  the  county.  Jerc  Kibbee  at  one  time 
who  was  Mt.  Clemens'  most  prominent  den- 
tist, who  later  removed  to  Port  Huron,  was 
another  brother  of  the  Kibbee  family. 

Prescott  B,  Thurston  was  bom  in  Barre, 
Vermont,  April  7th,  1807.  He  came  to  Utica 
in  a  very  early  day  and  was  among  the  best 
beloved  of  the  school  teachers  there  and  kind- 
ly remembered  by  many  of  the  older  people 
of  that  vicinity  for  the  thoroughness  of  his 
instructions  and  the  excellence  of  his  friendly 
counsel.  He  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  in  1836,  defeating  Judge  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  who  had  held  the  office  for 
eighteen  years.  About  this  time  he  removed 
to  Mt.  Clemens  and  remained  a  citizen  of  the 
county's  capital  until  his  death,  February 
18th,  1866.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  until 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when 
he  entered  its  ranks.  He  was  defeated  in 
1840,  and  again  in  1841  at  a  special  election, 
but  only  through  erroneous  spelling  of  his 
name,  and  in  1848  was  re-elected  and  from 
that  time  until  January  1st,  1861,  he  presided 
in  the  Court  that  eares  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  this  county.  In  the  elections  of 
1848,  1852  and  1856,  he  was  pitted  against 
Lyman  B.  Price,  Harlehigh  Carter  and  Philo 
Tilson.  He  was  also  for  several  years  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  married  Prudence,  sister  of 
Joshua  B.  Dickenson  and  lived  for  some  time 
in  the  house  he  built  on  the  west  side  of  Gra- 
tiot street,  now  known  as  "The  Oakland." 
He  and  his  wife  were  prominent  and  active 
members  of  Mt.  Clemens  society  of  their  day. 

MuUett,  John,  While  not  a  citizen  of  Ma- 
comb county  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know 
something  of  the  life  and  personality  of  the 
surveyor  whose  handiwork  is  left  to  us  in 
Mullett's  survey  of  the  larger  part  of  old 
Mt.  Clemens.    He  was  born  in  Halifax,  Wind- 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


607 


ham  County,  Vermont,  Jnly  11th,  1786,  and 
came  with  his  father's  family  to  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  in  1807.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Buffalo  Home  Guards  during  the 
War  of  1812  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Black  Koeli.  In  1818  he  came  to  Detroit  and 
for  a  time  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business, 
but  this  trade  was  not  suited  to  his  active 
disposition,  tastes,  intellect  and  temperament. 
He  had  great  taste  for  mathematical  studies 
and  his  acquirements  in  those  branches  were 
considerable.  He  became  an  excellent  engi- 
neer and  surveyor.  In  1821  he  was  appoint- 
ed sur\'eyor  of  Michigan  by  Gov.  Cass,  and 
was  much  employed  in  the  years  following 
in  engineering  duties  and  in  laying  out  the 
streets  and  avenues  of  Detroit.  In  1822  he 
was  appointed  United  States  deputy  surveyor 
and  while  so  engaged  took  part  in  a  fracas 
with  the  Indians  that  gave  its  name  to  the 
stream  called  Battle  Creek.  Prom  1831  to 
'34  he  was  largely  engaged  in  "Wisconsin  and 
he  laid  out  many  villages  in  that  state  and 
this.  He  surveyed  the  road  from  Pontiae  to 
Saginaw  and  located  the  University  lands  in 
1830.  In  1853  he  removed  to  Meridian  town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  where  he  died  January 
10th,  1862. 

Atwood  Family.  Peter  Atwood  came  from 
Genesee  County,  New  York,  to  Mt.  Clemens 
in  1821,  having  in  1810  married  Lucy  Cady 
(nee  Hutchins),  who  with  her  children  of 
her  first  husband,  accompanied  him.  He 
started  on  the  farm  long  known  as  the  Edger- 
ly  farm,  and  later  as  the  Israel  T.  Parker 
farm.  He  died  in  1826.  All  his  children,  as 
well  as  his  stepchildren,  married  here  and 
they  and  their  families  are  important  factors 
in  the  county's  history.  One  daughter  be- 
came Mrs.  James  C.  Edgerly,  and  long  lived 
on  the  farm  just  referred  to.  Mr.  Edgerly 
was  originally  from  Massachusetts  but  came 
in  1822  from  Genesee  County,  New  York,  to 
Mt.  Clemens,  then  a  hamlet  of  eight  dwell- 
ings, the  court  house,  one  general  store,  a 
shoemaker  shop,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a 
cooper  shop.  Mr.  Edfterly  died  there  Nov.  13, 
1856.  Among  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgerly  were  Jane  S.,  wife  of  Jesse  O.  Ferris 
and  mother  of  Blrs.  Marion  (Dr.  Henry)  Tay- 
lor, of  Mt.  Clemens  and  of  James  Ferris;  Mrs. 
Amanda  (Edward)  Fishpool  and  Henry  Edg- 
erly. Another  daughter  married  one  Bing- 
ham and  later  Merrill.  Her  three  daughters 
became  the  wives  of  three  of  Mt.  Clemens' 
most  active  citizens,  namely,  Thomas  L.  Sack- 
ett,  Giles  Hubbard  and  Aaron  Weeks.  An- 
other daughter,   Eupliemia,  married    Alfred 


Ashley,  sou  of  Thomas  Ashley,  who  came  from 
Batavia,  New  York,  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1820. 
of  whom  mentions  are  found  in  the  history  of 
early  Mt.  Clemens.  Alfred  Ashley  for  a 
time  ran  the  Ashley  Tavern  which  he  built, 
and  also  ran  a  store.  In  1845  he  moved  into 
Chesterfield  and  later  founded  the  village  of 
Ashley  (now  New  Baltimore),  and  for  a  long 
time  and  until  his  death  in  1857,  was  its  most 
prominent  citizen.  His  grandson  is  still  a 
resident  of  that  village. 

One  son  of  Peter  Atwood,  Sylvester  P., 
was  for  years  one  of  the  prominent  lake  cap- 
tains whose  home  was  always  at  Mt.  Clemens, 
where  he  died  in  1888.  His  son,  S.  Park  At- 
wood, is  a  resident  of  Detroit. 

The  oldest  son  of  Peter  Atwood  was  Hiram, 
for  many  years  after  1822  the  owner  of  the 
Atwood  farm  in  section  one  of  Clinton,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  fWjdrig  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, and  grandfather,  through  Hiram  Atwood 
of  Mrs.  M.  M.  Smith,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Hole  and 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Kent,  all  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

Of  the  stepchildren  of  Peter  Atwood,  Lucy 
married  Silas  Halsey,  the  one-time  tavern 
keeper  of  the  village.  Chauneey  Cady  was 
an  active  pioneer  after  whom  Cady  Comers 
was  called,  and  Horace  H.  Cady,  who  long 
lived  in  section  35  of  Macomb,  now  owned 
by  his  son,  John  C.  Cady.  Chauneey  Cady 
was  very  active  in  his  later  days  in  all  pio- 
neer gatherings,  where  his  unfailing  fund 
of  anecdotes  and  keen  wit  and  humor  made 
him  most  welcome.  Louis  T.  Cady,  the  ex- 
Sheriff  and  present  Alderman  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, is  his  son.  Horace  H.  Cady  was  long 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Macomb  Township,  its 
Supervisor  several  times.  He  married  Susan 
Conner,  of  the  John  Conner  family,  and  he 
and  his  wife  each  lived  to  be  upwards  of 
80  years  of  age. 

Sackett  Family.  In  about  1829  four 
brothers,  sons  of  Lemuel  Sackett  of  English 
descent,  came  from  Pittsford,  New  York,  but 
earlier  from  Connecticut,  into  Macomb  Coun- 
ty. These  were  Noahdiah,  Lemuel,  Ralph  and 
Robert.  Sometime  later  another  brother, 
Daniel,  came  and  settled  near  Marshall  in 
this  state,  but  never  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Macomb  County.  Robert  Sackett 
was  lost  at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the 
steamer  "Erie,"  while  still  unmarried.  Noah- 
diah Sackett  built  the  first  grist  mill  at  Fred- 
erick and  also  a  saw  mill.  These  Sackett 
mills  were  the  ones  sold  to  Horace  Steevens, 
the  founder  of  Frederick.  Noahdiah  had 
been  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  his  eastern 
home,  and  continued  that  work  in  the  new 
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country  during  the  winter  seasons.  His  son, 
George  S.,  came  at  the  age  of  18  with  his 
father  from  New  York  and  was  associated 
with  him  in  most  of  his  business  enterprises. 
Shortly  after  the  sale  of  the  mills  they  moved 
from  Macomb  county  and  none  of  his  descend- 
ants are  now  residents  of  this  county.  Mrs. 
Cornelius  S.  Perry  of  Lansing  is  a  grand- 
daughter. 

Of  the  quaint  humor  and  keen  wit  of  Ralph 
Sackett,  many  stories  have  been  handed 
down.  He  located  on  the  farm,  for  many 
years  now  known  as  the  Louis  Fox  farm  on 
the  south  branch  of  the  Clinton  River,  and 
later  for  a  short  time  lived  in  the  hotel  at 
Frederick  and  afterwards  built  the  house  long 
occupied  by  the  Rutter  family  on  the  comer 
of  South  Gratiot  and  Church  streets  in  Mt. 
Clemens.  Here  he  died  in  February  of  1862. 
He  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  William  M.  Camp- 
bell and  of  Thos.  L.  Saekett,  the  one  time 
Judge  of  Probate,  who  for  many  years  held 
3  novel  and  influential  position  in  Macomb 
county  political  circles.  He  (Thomas  L.) 
was  a  Republican,  bnt  his  successful  methods 
of  reaching  the  hearts  of  the  followers  of  the 
opposite  political  camp  created  so  many 
"Tom  Sackett  Democrats"  that  he  was  al- 
ivaj'S  sure  of  election  long  after  the  Demo- 
cratic regime  had  started  on  its  almost  unin- 
terrupted quarter-of-a-eentury  control  of  all 
its  county  offices.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Bingham  of  the  Atwood  family  and  left  two 
children,  Pred  L.  and  Jennie  Lewis,  neither 
of  whom  now  live  here.  He  died  in  1875, 
while  Judge  of  Probate,  having  held  that  of- 
fice nearly  seven  years,  and  that  of  Register 
of  Deeds  for  six  years. 

Another  inmate  of  the  Ralph  Saekett  home- 
stead was  Frank  Gabriel,  who  had  been  taken 
when  a  child  of  six  by  Ralph  Saekett,  and 
who  from  that  date  until  his  death  at  the 
age  of  about  75  was  always  connected  with 
the  Sackett  family.  No  whiter  heart  than  his 
ever  beat  under  a  black  skin.  He  was  faith- 
ful to  his  friends  and  true  to  himself  and  no 
Sackett  was  ever  known  to  hesitate  to  recog-' 
nize  and  welcome  him,  and  they  could  well 
be  proud  to  claim  him  as  a  friend. 

Lemuel  Saekett,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, November  8,  1808,  and  died  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  January  16,  1882.  From  about  1829 
to  1854  he  lived  upon  the  farm  selected  by 
him,  the  second  farm  up  the  river  from  that 
occupied  by  his  brother  Ralph,  Before  com- 
ing to  Macomb  county  he  had  married  Mary 
Miller,  the  daughter  of  John  Miller,  who  had 
come  from  Scotland  before  1800  to  Brighton, 


New  York.  John  Miller  and  his  family  fol- 
lowed the  daughter  some  two  or  three  years 
later  and  took  up  land  in  the  southwestern 
portion  of  Clinton.  He  was  the  father  of 
Dykes  MiUer  (b.  1806,  d.  1889),  for  many 
years  a  prominent  farmer  of  Clinton,  whose 
children,  Robert  and  James,  are  still  residents 
of  the  county;  of  John  Miller,  who  returned 
to  New  York  state  and  there  died;  of  Will- 
iam, James,  Jefferson  and  Helen,  all  of  whom 
died  unmarried;  and  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Harry  Harrington  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Will- 
iam S.  Donaldson  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

In  1854  Lemuel  Sackett  removed  to  Mt. 
Clemens  and  there  lived  until  his  death.  He 
was  deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for 
over  twenty-five  years,  once  Postmaster  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  always  a  respected  and  helpful 
citizen  of  the  community.  Of  his  children, 
Lemuel  M.  Sackett,  the  surveyor,  Mrs.  Fran- 
cis M.  Campbell  and  Mrs.  Martha  (Theodore 
H.)  Traver,  all  of  Mt.  Clemens,  are  still  liv- 
ing. Two  sons,  John  and  Robert,  sacrificed 
their  lives  in  behalf  of  the  country  during 
the  Civil  War. 

Campbell.  A  family  associated  with  the 
Saekett  family  by  marriage  is  the  Campbell 
family.  The  most  prominent  member  of  the 
family  here  was  WiUiam  M.,  who  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  New  York,  Sept.  27th, 
1817,  the  son  of  John  Campbell  of  Scotland, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1794.  Will- 
iam M.  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1836  and 
taught  school  here  for  a  year  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York.  In  the  fall  of  1842  he 
returned  to  Macomb  county  and  settled  here 
permanently.  He  taught  school  and  later  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  pumps  at  Fred- 
erick, being  associated  with  that  business,  as 
well  as  in  farming,  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Thos.  L.  Saekett.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Sackett,  he  carried  on  the  management  of  the 
farms  alone,  at  one  time  owning  both  the 
Welts  farm  at  Frederick  (now  the  Hacker 
farm)  and  the  Conger  farm  at  Belviderc 
(now  the  Cottrell  farm).  He  was  an  earnest 
thinker,  and  omnivorous  reader,  an  advocate 
of  many  advanced  theories  of  finance,  agri- 
culture and  politics,  too  enthusiastic  in  his 
support  of  his  ideas  for  his  own  financial 
welfare  at  times.  He  and  his  wife  were  ar- 
dent Abolitionists,  and  supporters  of  the 
temperance  and  woman  suffrage  movements. 

January  17th,  1844,  Mr.  Campbell  married 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Ralph  Sackett,  at  Fred- 
erick. To  them  one  son,  William  T.,  was 
bom,  who  now  lives  in  Texas.  He  married 
Mary,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Giles  and  Eu- 
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phemia  Hubbard.  Mrs.  Mary  Sackett  Camp- 
bell was  a  woman  of  most  admirable  and  lov- 
able type,  Uving  a  life  of  devotion  to  her 
family  and  her  ideals,  which  were  of  the  high- 
est. She  was  born  January  17th,  1823,  and 
died  at  Mt.  Clemens  June  12th,  1890.  Mr. 
CampbeU  died  at  Frederick  Oct.  18th,  1898. 
In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  as  a 
daughter  of  the  house,  lived  for  several  years 
after  she  became  an  orphan,  Fannie  Gilbert, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Gilbert,  one  of  Mt. 
Clemens'  early  blacksmiths,  now  Mrs.  Ilasen 
S.  Pingree  of  Detroit.  In  the  declining  years 
of  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell,  Mrs.  Pingree  filled 
again  jnost  beautifully  the  position  of  daugh- 
ter of  their  house  by  her  kindness  and 
thoughtfulness  of  their  comfort. 

Robert  S.  Campbell,  a  brother  of  William 
M.,  was  for  many  years  a  farmer  in  this  and 
Oakland  Coimties.  He  married  Frances  M., 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Mary  (Miller)  Sack- 
ett. Their  only  child,  Mattie,  was  the  wife 
of  aiilton  H.  Butler. 

Another  brother,  Tompkins  Campbell,  was 
here  for  a  short  time  and  returned  to  New 
York  State.  A  fourth  Brother,  Dr.  Alexander 
Campbell,  a  most  able  and  skillful  physician, 
was  here  from  1835  to  1837  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  being  associated 
most  of  the  time  with  Dr.  Philo  Tillson.  The 
finding  of  the  dead  body  of  an  Indian  con- 
cealed in  a  barn  in  the  village  led  to  such 
excitement  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  who 
threatened  dire  vengeance  on  Dr.  Campbell, 
that  that  worthy  gentleman  thought  discre- 
tion the  better  part  of  valor,  and  left  this 
part  of  the  country. 

THE    GLASS    WORKS. 

Hall  and  Grovier  Families.  In  1835  from 
Woodstock,  New  York,  where  they  had  op- 
erated a  glass  factory,  came  to  Mt.  Clemens, 
Dr.  Ebenezer  Hall  and  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  his 
son-in-law,  and  purchased  from  Christian 
Clemens  the  site  of  the  pumping  station  of 
the  Original  Bath  and  Hotel  Company,  long 
known  as  the  glass-factory  property,  later  as 
the  Salt  Well  property. 

The  glass  factory  was  operated  for  some 
eight  years  or  thereabout,  but  never  for  a 
great  length  of  time  with  financial  profit. 
At  one  time  it  was  rented  to  Jeremiah  Fol- 
som  and  operated  by  him.  After  its  abandon- 
ment as  a  factory  it  was  rented  by  the  Jennys, 
who  operated  a  stave  mill  in  the  block  next 
west  and  used  to  pack  ice  in.  The  marsh  hay 
used  to  pack  around  the  ice  becoming  drj' 
in   the   following   summer    furnished   tinder 


that  caused  the  destruction  of  the  building 
in  January,  1853. 

Dr.  Hall  was  a  prominent  and  popular 
person  in  Mt.  Clemens  for  years,  famed 
alike  for  his  kind-heartedness,  his  medical 
skill,  his  unfailing  good  humor  and  his  quaint, 
quiet  wit.  Of  his  seven  children  all  but  two 
spent  their  entire  lives  after  1835  with  their 
homes  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and  those  two  a  lai^e 
part  of  their  lives.  Miss  Zamira  Hall  died 
here  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Forster, 
within  the  last  ten  years.  Mrs.  Mary  Piero, 
Mrs.  Olivia  Grovier,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  (Rev. 
Thos.)  Forster,  were  daughters,  and  William 
Hall  (died  at  Mt.  Clemens  unmarried  in 
18 — ■).  John  (who  died  in  the  south  during 
the  war,  unmarried)  and  E.  Wright  Hall,  for 
many  years  a  prominent  merchant  of  the 
place,  father  of  William  Hall,  were  his  sons. 
B.  Wright  Hall  married  the  daughter  of 
William  Beer,  who  came  from  New  York  in 
the  early  30's,  built  a  saw  mill  in  company 
with  Snook  near  the  Parrott  farm  east  of  the 
village,  and  later  worked  on  the  canal  locks. 
Mrs,  Geo,  Fenton  of  the  Fenton  House  is  a 
granddaughter  of  Mr.  Beer.  Rev.  Thos.  Fors- 
ter came  from  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  to 
take  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  church  here. 
Failing  health  compelled  him  to  give  up  ac- 
tive work  in  the  pulpit,  and  he  thereafter 
made  his  home  here.  Miss  Mary  Forster, 
Thomas  Forster  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  John 
Forster  of  Shelby  are  his  children.  Dr.  Hall 
built  the  house  on  East  street,  still  standing, 
the  eastern-most  in  Block  44,  where  he  died 
July  2d,  1865,  aged  82. 

Isaac  J.  Grovier  long  lived  in  a  house 
where  now  stands  the  Avery  House,  having 
added  largely  to  the  James  Connor  house 
there,  and  after  his  death  the  family  built 
and  lived  where  now  stands  the  Capt,  Dulac 
homestead.  Mrs.  Charlotte  (William)  Diehl 
and  Mrs.  Alice  (Frederick)  Lonsby  are  his 
daughters.  Isaac  Grovier,  the  youngest  son, 
is  in  Kansas,  The  other  three  sons,  George 
and  Arthur,  now  deceased,  and  Edwin  H.,  of 
Mt.  Clemens,  for  years  continued  the  busi- 
ness carried  on  in  their  lifetime  by  Dr.  Hall 
and  Isaac  J.  Grovier. 

Shook  and  Traver  Families.  In  1845  from 
Hudson  on  the  Hudson  River  came  Capt, 
Jacob  Shook,  and  his  son-in-law,  John  I. 
Traver,  with  their  families,  and  purchased 
private  claim  172,  including  the  Fulton  and 
Irwin  farms  in  Harrison.  In  a  short  time, 
Mr.  Traver  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  father- 
in-law  and  moved  into  the  village.  Capt. 
Shook  continued  to  live  on  this  farm  until 
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hjs  death,  April  11th,  1863,  at  the  age  of  83. 
He  was  the  father  of  Theron  Shook,  who 
owned  the  present  Fulton  farm;  of  Robert 
Shook,  and  of  two  other  sons  who  remained 
in  the  Bast,  and  of  one  daughter,  who  mar- 
ried Henry  Teats  (a  cousin  of  John  I.  Trav- 
er) ;  one  daughter,  who  married  David 
Shook,  and  of  two  daughters  who  were  the 
first  and  second  wives  of  John  I.  Traver. 
Theron  Shook  was  the  father  of  Jacob  Shook, 
of  Aurora,  lU.,  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Columbus 
C.)  Hall  of  Blacomb  township,  and  Gertrude 
Chas,e  of  Mt  Clemens,  Robert  Shook  (son  of 
Capt  Jacob)  and  his  wife,  Sophia,  were  the 
parents  of  Robert  and  Eugene  Shook,  still 
residents  of  Mt.  Clemens;  of  Mrs.  William  E. 
Hall  and  Mrs  W.  B.  Hubbard,  also  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  of  Egbert  Shook  and  Phillip 
Shook,  now  deceased.  Henry  Teats,  who  mar- 
ried one  of  the  daughters  of  Capt.  Jacob 
Shook  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Harrison  Towfiship  for  many  years,  having 
been  Supervisor  of  the  township  for  three 
years  and  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  county  for 
four.  Edward  Teats,  now  of  Mt.  Clemens, 
Jacob  Teate  of  Kansas,  Robert  Teats  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Campau  of  Harrison,  were  among 
the  children  of  that  marriage. 

John  I.  Traver,  twice  son-in-law  of  Capt, 
Jacob  Shook,  had  been,  prior  to  his  coming  to 
Michigan,  a  merchant  and  officeholder  in  his 
New  York  home  and  private  secretary  to  one 
of  the  Livingston  family.  After  his  coming 
here  he  was  for  many  years  Supervisor,  for 
four  year*!  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  county, 
and  a  frequent  officeholder  of  clerical  posi- 
tions. He  at  one  time,  in  partnership  with 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Barry,  ran  a  nursery 
directly  opposite  where  now  stands  St.  Jo- 
seph's Sanitarium  on  North  Avenue.  He 
died  June  lat,  1872,  aged  72  years  and  seven 
months.  His  widow,  Lucinda  Shook 
Traver,  died  Sept.  24th,  1900,  aged  89  years 
and  three  months.  Mrs.  Ada  (John  E.)  Van 
Eps  and  Mrs.  Kate  (Moore)  Stephens  were 
children  of  John  I.  Traver  by  his  first  wife, 
and  Theodore  H.,  Edward,  Eugene,  Arthur 
and  Robert  H.  (Detroit  merchant),  were  sons 
of  the  second  wife,  while  Mrs.  Mary  (James 
F.)  Brennan,  Mrs.  Allie  (George)  Harring- 
ton and  Mrs.  Adelaide  (George)  Harrington 
of  Detroit,  were  daughters  of  that  marriage. 

Van  Eps  &  Company.  One  of  the  business 
firms  of  longest  standing  of  Mt.  Clemens  bore 
the  foregoing  title.  John  E.  Van  Eps,  the 
elder  brother  of  the  firm,  eame  to  Mt.  Clem- 
ens from  Geneva,  New  York,  in  February, 
1844,  when  .iust  past  twenty-two  years  of  age. 


In  July  of  that  year  he,  in  company  with 
George  Wylde,  bought  the  tannery  standing 
where  now  Capt.  Jno.  Tucker  has  a  coal  yard, 
from  Edward  C.  Gallup.  In  October  follow- 
ing he  was  joined  by  his  brother,  George  B. 
Van  Eps,  and  the  three  ran  a  tannery,  and  in 
the  following  spring  started  a  harness,  shoe 
and  boot  store.  The  tannery  continued  to  be 
run  by  the  firm  until  the  death  of  George 
B.  Van  Eps  in  1887  and  the  store  continued 
under  the  management  of  Charles,  son  of 
George  B.,  for  some  years  longer.  The  Van 
Eps  brothers  bought  out  their  partner,  Wykle, 
in  about  1848.  In  1863,  upon  the  death  of 
Moore  Stephens,  the  two  Van  Eps  brothers, 
with  Theodore  Traver,  brother-in-law  of 
John  E.,  bought  the  dry  goods  business  that 
had  been  run  by  Stephens,  and  from  then 
until  about  1874  the  two  businesses  were  con- 
ducted by  them.  At  about  the  later  date 
Traver  took  the  dry  goods  business  and  the 
Van  Eps  brothers  turned  their  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  leather  business  again.  Associated 
with  them  for  a  time,  with  a  branch  store  at 
Romeo,  was  Samuel  Fitch,  brother-in-law  of 
George  B.  Another  brother,  Abram,  came  on 
from  the  east  in  1845,  but  died  the  same 
year.  A  half-sister,  Susan,  also  came  to  this 
place  for  her  home  and  was  stricken  with  the 
cholera  in  1849  while  on  a  visit  to  her  sister. 
Mrs.  Loueks,  at  Belvidere.  William  Loueks, 
a  harness  maker,  had  married  Eliza,  the  sister 
of  the  Van  Eps  brothers,  and  came  to  Mt. 
Clemens  in  1846  from  Ohio.  He  died  here 
leaving  his  widow  and  two  children,  Fannie 
M.,  wife  of  Robert  Welts,  who  died  in  Febru- 
ary of  1905,  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  G.  M 
Chase  of  Ludington,  Mich.  Another  sister. 
Margaret,  had  married  Robert  Watterson,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  they  eame  to  ilt, 
Clemens  also  and  made  their  home  here 
thereafter.  Mrs.  AUie  (Hiram)  Atwood,  anil 
Mrs.  Susan  (A.  Martin)  Keeler  and  Miss 
Adeline  Watterson  of  this  city,  and  Mrs.  Kati- 
Gosling  of  Detroit  were  their  children. 

John  E.  Van  Eps  married  Febrnary  2d. 
1848,  Ada,  daughter  of  John  I.  Traver,  and 
with  his  wife  is  still  living  in  this  city.  Of 
their  children,  Arthur  E.,  Kate,  Maud,  Ada 
M.  (Mrs.  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Tennant),  and  Effie 
(Mrs.  Otto  Hartley),  are  residents  of  this 
place.  The  others  were  Prank  and  Allie 
(Mrs.  Henry  Ferris).  Mr.  Van  Eps  has  been 
President  of  the  village  and  Mayor  of  the 
city. 

George  B.  Van  Eps  married,  first,  Maria 
Ashley,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Eupheiiiia 
Ashley  of  Ashley  (New  Baltimore)  ;  and.  sec- 
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ondly,  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Beiij.  Robertson, 
and  later  Matilda  Fiteh  of  Albion,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Marie  (Speneer  B.)  Russell  and  Mrs, 
Mattie  (Geo.  L.)  Fulton  of  this  place  are 
children  of  the  last  marriage,  besides  whom 
are  Charles  H.  and  Mrs,  Mary  "Ward  of  Chi- 
cago. Geo.  B.  Van  Eps  died  in  April,  1887, 
and  his  widow,  Matilda  A,,  in  September, 
1900. 

"William  Lewis  was  bom  in  Massachusetts 
in  1799  and  caine  to  Mt.  Clemens  with  his 
wife  in  about  1832  from  Bunker  Hill.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  active  in  many 
other  lines  of  work,  and  at  one  time  ran  a 
livery  stable  here.  He  was  at  one  time  asso- 
ciated with  Aaron  Whitney,  Jr.,  in  the  prop- 
erty on  the  corner  of  Front  and  Macomb 
streets,  where  now  stands  the  "Ullrich  Bank 
and  where  "Whitney  for  a  number  of  years 
ran  a  store.  He  sold  this  property  to  Jere 
Folsom  in  1836.  In  1835  he  purchased  from 
Davis,  who  had  a  couple  of  years  earlier 
bought  from  Clemens  the  site  of  the  present 
Macomb  county  jail.  Here  Lewis  for  many 
years  lived  with  his  family.  He  joined  the 
"forty  niners"  and  thereafter  lived  in  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  died  in  1884.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  personality  and  many  eccen- 
tricities. George  Frederick  Lewis,  his  son, 
had  been  a  printer  and  publisher  at  Port 
Huron,  and  soon  after  the  year  1854,  returned 
to  Mt.  Clemens  and  established  the  Peninsular 
Advocate.  Its  office  was  located  in  the  "Le- 
viathan" block  on  Front  street.  Later  Mr. 
Lewis  removed  to  Saginaw  and  the  Advocate 
ceased  to  exist.  At  Saginaw,  Mr.  Lewia  was 
connected  with  prominent  papers,  and  was 
for  years  editor  of  the  Saginawian,  and  a 
recognized  power  in  newspaper  circles  in  the 
state.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the  Old  Crowd  of  Mt.  Clemens  and  a  con- 
stant attendant  at  its  meetings  until  his  death 
May  30th.  1889.  His  brother,  William  A. 
Lewis,  is  still  a  resident  of  Everett,  Michi- 
gan. Frances,  daughter  of  William  Lewis, 
married  Norton  L.  Sliller,  July  4th.  1843. 
Mr.  Miller  was  bom  in  Berkshire  County, 
Massachusetts,  December  2d,  1815,  and  came 
with  his  family  into  Ray  township,  this  coun- 
ty, in  1840.  He  was  a  miUer  by  trade,  and 
most  of  his  life  was  actively  connected  with 
the  mills  of  Macomb  and  Oakland  counties. 
He  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  the  coun- 
ty in  1856  and  1858.  In  December,  1861,  he 
went  to  the  Lakeville  mills  in  Oakland  county, 
owned  by  his  brother-in-law,  Neil  Gray,  which 
he  operated  for  six  years.  Returning  to  Mt. 
Clemens  in  Jime,  1867,  he  was  elected  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Legislature  the  following  year  and 
re-elected  in  1870.  Lewis  M.  Miller,  long 
prominently  connected  with  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  as  Clerk  of  the  House  and  of  the 
Senate,  and  Compiler  of  the  Statutes  of  Mich- 
igan; William  N.  Miller,  present  Deputy 
Sheriff  of  the  county ;  Fannie  M.  Russell  and 
Abner  P.  Miller  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  Mrs. 
Millie  (Preston)  Keith  of  Buffalo  are  their 
children.  George  Fred  Lewis  married  first 
a  daughter  of  Capt.  James  C.  Allen,  and  sec- 
ondly a  sister  of  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  the 
attorney. 

Horace  H.  Steevens  was  born  in  Sharon, 
Connecticut,  August  29th,  1799.  and  came  to 
Macomb  county  in  1833,  and  in  1836  platted 
the  village  of  Frederick.  He  purchased  the 
mills  built  by  Noahdiah  Sackett  and  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother.  Frederick  L.  Steev- 
ens, ran  the  same  until  they  were  sold  to  the 
Michigan  State  Bank.  In  1841  he  removed 
to  Pontiac  and  later  to  Waterford,  where  he 
owned  and  ran  mills.  He  returned  to  Fred- 
erick in  1847,  where  he  died  in  March,  1849. 
He  was  for  years  postmaster  of  5It.  Clemens, 
having  been  appointed  by  Van  Buren.  He 
served  two  terms  as  Associate  Judge  of  the 
County  Court.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  of  1845  and  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  locate  the  state's  prison 
at  Jackson.  He  was  married  to  Henrietta  C. 
Petrie.  Of  his  children,  Henry  H.  Steevens 
of  Mt.  Clemens;  Clark  D,  Steevens  of  Ma- 
comb township,  and  Mrs.  Cora  (William) 
Jenney  of  Frederick,  are  still  living.  Three 
other  daughters  were  Mrs.  Mary  (Gen.  David 
H.)  Williams  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania; 
Mrs.  Marion  Edgar  of  Detroit,  and  Mrs.  An- 
nette (William  J.)  Canfield.  Henry  H. 
Steevens  was  bom  in  Clairmont,  New  York, 
September  14th,  1826.  and  married  to  Eliza 
Miller,  January  1st,  1848.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Milton  Miller,  brother  of  Norton  L. 
Miller,  who  came  from  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Steevens  served  through  the  Mexican  War, 
having  abandoned  his  legal  studies  to  enter 
the  army.  Mr.  Steevens  and  wife  are  living 
with  their  family  at  Mt.  Clemens.  Cora,  the 
daughter  of  Horace  Steevens,  married  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1866,  William  Jenney,  who  came 
with  his  parents  to  Macomh  county  in  1843. 
Mr,  Jenney  served  through  the  war,  having 
entered  the  service  as  a  captain  and  commis- 
sioned as  major  in  1863,  and  raised  to  a  col- 
onelcy by  Gov.  Groswell  in  1865.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1866,  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  in  1876,  Secretary  of  State  in  1878- 
1880,   postmaster  Mt.   Clemens  eight    years. 
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Tlieir  son,  William  S.  Jeriiiey,  is  now  one  of 
the  active  members  of  the  Macomb  eounty 
bar.  Frederick  H.  Steevens,  brother  of  Hor- 
ace Steevens,  a  merchant  in  Detroit  and  kept 
his  residence  there,  although  largely  interest- 
ed in  Frederick  property.  His  son,  Sears 
Steevens,  was  at  one  time  a  resident  of  Ster- 
ling township,  and  a  grandson  at  one  time 
a  merchant  in  Utica. 

In  1838  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Court 
and  liFaeomb  streets  was  started  a  mercantile 
business  which  was  destined  to  be  one  of  the 
most  long-lived  of  Mt.  Clemens  business  en- 
terprises. It  was  started  by  John  Stephens, 
who  came  from  London,  Ontario,  and  opened 
a  general  store.  About  the  same  time  came 
Moore  Stephens,  who  in  about  1842  was  re- 
ceived as  a  partner  by  his  brother,  John,  in 
this  business.  For  them  in  1842  and  1843, 
Oliver  Chapaton  was  clerking,  and  in  1851 
lie  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stephens 
and  Chapaton,  which  continued  imtW  1860. 
During  this  time  John  Stephens,  who  had  al- 
ways been  actively  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises than  this  store,  was  interested  with 
Robert  F.  Eastman  in  a  grain  elevator  and 
warehouse  standing  where  Fleumer's  grist 
mill  now  stands.  His  association  with  Mr. 
Eastman  continued  until  Mr.  Eastman's 
death.  Later  Mr,  John  Stephens  removed 
to  Detroit  where  he  died  in  1881.  Be- 
tween 1848,  when  John  Stephens  retired  from 
the  firm  of  J.  and  M.  Stephens,  and  in  1851, 
when  Mr.  Chapaton  became  connected  with 
the  firm,  George  C.  Fletcher  was  a^oeiated 
with  Moore  Stephens  under  the  firm  name  of 
Stephens  &  Fletcher.  After  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Chapaton  from  the  firm,  Moore  Steph- 
ens associated  with  him  as  partner  Theodore 
H,  Traver,  and  for  three  years  the  firm  was 
Stephens  &  Traver.  Upon  the  death  of  Moore 
Stephens  in  1863,  Van  Eps  &  Co,  purchased 
the  business,  and  from  then  until  about  1874 
the  title  of  the  firm  was  Traver,  Van  Eps  & 
Company.  For  a  few  years  Theodore  H. 
Traver  ran  the  business  alone  and  then  sold 
to  Grovier  Bros.,  who  combined  the  business 
with  their  drug  store,  which  had  been  run 
by  their  family  for  a  great  many  years.  The 
retirement  of  Edwin  H.  Grovier,  surviving 
partner  of  Grovier  Bros.,  in  1902  marked  the 
passing  of  this  mercantile  honse  which  for 
upwards  of  sixty  years  had  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  in  Mt.  Clemens. 

Of  the  men  who  had  conducted  it,  Oliver 
Chapaton,  Edwin  H.  Grovier  and  Theodore 
H.  Traver  are  still  r^idents  of  this  city. 
Moore  Stephens  married  Kate,  second  daugh- 


ter of  John  I.  Traver,  and  for  a  great  many 
years  had  his  residence  in  a  large  house  on 
Gratiot  avenue  south  No.  72.  His  brother, 
John  Stephens,  built  and  for  a  long  time 
lived  in  the  house  next  south,  now  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carney.  Mrs.  Kate  S.  Stew- 
art, proprietrass  of  the  Sherman  House,  is  his 
daughter.  Three  brothers  of  John  and  Moore 
Stephens  were  also  for  a  short  time  residents 
of  the  county;  Robert  at  Mt.  Clemens,  who 
soon  returned  to  Toronto;  James,  for  many 
years  at  Utica,  and  Henry  at  Romeo,  later 
of  Detroit. 

Geo.  C.  Fletcher,  son  of  Je^e  Fletcher  of 
Windsor  County,  Vermont,  was  born  June 
13th,  1817,  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1836  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here  and  in 
Detroit  connected  with  mercantile  life.  He 
married  in  1836  Eliza  G.  Hough.  He  was 
the  father  of  Emma  Farrington  and  Betsey 
Canfield  Burt,  now  living  m  Europe,  and 
George  W.  Fletcher,  now  a  resident  of  Me- 
nominee. Mr.  Fletcher  died  at  Mt.  Clemens 
October  25th,  1897. 

Samuel  S.  Gale,  son  of  William  Gale,  was 
born  in  Genoa,  Cayuga  County,  New  York, 
January  4th,  1819.  His  father  was  a  teacher, 
builder  and  farmer.  In  1842  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  for  a  time  taught  school  at 
Pontiac;  was  admitted  as  an  attorney-at-law 
at  that  place  in  1846,  and  the  next  year 
opened  a  law  office  at  Pannington,  where  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Collins,  daughter  of  one 
of  Oakland  County's  pioneers.  In  1852  he 
was  principal  of  one  of  the  schools  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  three  years  later  returned  to  the 
dry  goods  business  at  Parmington.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  Union  school  at  Mt. 
Clemens  be  was  selected  as  its  principal.  In 
November,  1862,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Charles  Sturtevant  in  the  hardware 
business,  and  in  March,  1864,  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner.  He  continued  the 
hardware  business  until  into  the  80's  in  the 
stand  now  occupied  by  the  Ullrich  Hardware 
Company,  his  successors  through  his  son, 
George  C.  Gale.  Clarence  M.  Stephens  and 
Reuben  C.  Ullrich.  His  children  were 
George  C.  Gale  of  Detroit,  and  Cynthia  Gale 
Palmer  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gale  were 
prominent  and  active  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
the  social,  educational  and  business  prosper- 
ity and  progress  of  the  place.  Mrs.  Gale 
died  February  22d,  1889,  and  Mr.  Gale  No- 
vember 16th,  1893. 

Charles  Sturtevant,  above  referred  to,  was 
also  at  one  time  partner  of  Benjamin  Rob- 
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ertson,  another  of  Mt.  Clemens'  citizens,  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business.  Mr,  Rob- 
ertson was  the  father  of  George  W.  Robert- 
son; of  Mary,  second  wife  of  Geo.  B.  Van 
Eps,  and  Prances,  wife  of  Dr.  Burt,  one  time 
one  of  Mt.  Clemens'  prominent  practitioners, 
later  of  Chicago.  The  business  conducted  by 
Robertson  was  afterwards  carried  on  by  Geo. 
W.  Robertson  and  his  partner,  William  Daley, 
later  by  Crittenden  &  Posner,  by  Posner  & 
Czizek,  Czizek  Brothers  and  at  present  by 
Casper  Czizek. 

Among  the  tailors  of  Mt.  Clemens  the  mid- 
dle of  the  last  century  was  William  Eoy,  who 
married  Ann  Connor,  daughter  of  John  Con- 
nor, March  25th,  1832.  He  was  for  many 
years  keeper  of  the  toll  gate  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Detroit  &  Mt.  Clemens  Plank 
Road  Company.  Edward,  R.  B.  and  Harry 
Roy  of  Mt.  Clemens,  are  his  grandsotts. 
-Tames  and  Charles  Williams  were  also  tailors 
in  Mt.  Clemens,  but  each  was  at  times  inter- 
ested in  the  general  mercantile  business. 
James  Williams  married  Mary,  a  sister  of 
George  C.  Fletcher.  They  were  the  parents 
of  Frank  F.  Williams,  an  attorney  of  Detroit 
and  Chicago,  now  deceased,  and  of  Mrs.  Julia 
(James)  MeGarvey  of  England. 

Gilbert  Longstaff,  bom  in  England,  first 
settled  in  America  in  Canada,  but  in  1837 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty. He  first  bought  government  land  in  Rich- 
mond township,  but  soon  after  removed  to 
Macomb  Township,  where  he  continued  to 
live  until  his  death  in  1872.  His  three  sons 
came  with  him  from  England  and  became 
prominent  and  life-long  residents  of  the 
county,  John  and  Richard  in  Macomb  Town- 
ship and  William  in  Macomb.  John  Long- 
stalf  married  Sarah  Van  Horn,  and  their 
five  daughters  were  Mrs.  Helen  (Henry) 
Bellman,  Mrs.  Rose  (Van)  Chapman,  Mrs. 
Esther  (Henry)  Warren,  Mrs.  Julia  (Thom- 
as) Warns,  and  Mrs.  AUie  (Henry)  Alberts. 
Richard  Liongstaff,  who  died  also  in  1872 
(November),  was  married  to  Rachel!  Van 
Horn,  and  to  them  two  children  were  born, 
Mrs.  Mary  (Preston)  Bentley,  and  Alfred 
A.  Longstaff.  William  Longstaff,  who  early 
settled  in  Mt.  Clemens,  married  Ann  Ruth 
Van  Horn,  and  of  their  three  children,  two, 
George  H.  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  John  of  De- 
troit, are  still  living.  Miss  Elizabeth  Long- 
staff,  a  daughter,  died  in  Mt.  Clemens  in 
1902.  William  Longstaff  learned  the  print- 
ers' trade  and  was  for  some  years  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Macomb  Conservative 
Press,   the  predecessor  of  the  Mt.   Clemens 


Press.  He  was  chosen  for  several  of  the 
local  offices  and  for  upwards  of  forty  years 
was  one  of  the  constables  of  Clinton  Town- 
ship and  Mt.  Clemens  city.  He  was  appointed 
Under-Sheriff  by  Sheriff  Dekay,  and  upon 
his  death  in  1887  became  acting  Sheriff  of 
the  county.  His  integrity,  faithfulness  and 
trustworthiness  were  such  that  he  occupied  an 
enviable  position  in  the  community.  He  died 
here  in  the  city,  August  31st,  1891. 

Bruno  Van  Landeghem  was  born  in  Bel- 
gium in  November,  1818,  a  son  of  Jacob 
\'an  Landeghem,  and  came  to  Mt.  Clemens  in 
1848.  He  operated  the  North  Branch  Flour- 
ing Mills  for  seven  years;  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  pork  business  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
from  1859  on  to  the  time  of  his  death  was 
interested  in  the  stave  manufacture.  His 
mill  and  yard  for  years  occupied  most  of  the 
block  lying  between  Walnut,  Macomb,  Cherry 
and  New  streets,  and  during  the  last  few 
years  of  its  existence  was  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  opposite  and  above  Terry  street. 
He  had  a  large  business  and  was  so  successful 
that  he  accumulated  no  small  fortune.  His 
sterling  worth  and  integrity,  his  wholesome 
common  sense  and  liberality  endeared  him  to 
all.  He  was  the  trusted  counselor  and  friend 
particularly  of  the  large  number  of  his  coun- 
trymen who,  largely  because  of  his  being 
here,  now  form  a  large  element  in  our  popu- 
lation. In  1884  he  built  the  Van  Landeghem 
block  on  Walnut  street.  He  died  in  October, 
1894,  leaving  one  son,  Frank,  now  of  Mt. 
Clemens,  and  four  grandchildren,  children  of 
Bruno  Van  Landeghem,  Jr.  (born  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  1854,  and  died  1885).  His  wife 
was  Melanie  Vanrenterghem,  sister  of  the 
Rev,  Fr.  Vanrenterghem. 


CHAPTER   IX. 


MT.    CLEMENS,    THE    CITY. 

The  circumstances  surrounding  the  incor- 
poration of  Mt.  Clemens  as  a  city  have  al- 
ready been  referred  to.  The  impetus  received 
in  public  affairs  by  this  incorporation  and  the 
erection  of  the  new  court  house  and  county 
jail  combined  with  the  building  boom  which 
occurred  at  about  the  same  time,  to  make  the 
city  the  scene  of  great  activity  and  pros- 
perity. Since  that  time  its  progress  has  been 
steady  and  continuous  without  any  unhealthy 
mushroom  growth.  In  politics  the  city  has 
usually  been  strongly  Democratic,  but  a  suf- 
ficiently large  body  of  independent  voters  has 
always  existed  to  secure  the  election  of  offi- 
cers of  the  opposite  party  on  occasions  when 
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strong  dissatisfaction  arose.  The  Mayors  of 
the  city  have  heen  as  follows:  Joshua  B. 
Dickinson,  April,  1879;  George  M.  Crocker, 
June,  1879-1881 ;  Spencer  B.  Russell,  1881-3 ; 
Judson  S.  Farrar,  1883-5;  John  E.  Van  Eps, 
1885-87;  George  W.  Robertson,  1887-8;  Will- 
iam J.  Daley,  1888-9;  Thomas  M.  Crocker, 
1889-1891;  Andrew  B.  Chapin,  1891-2;  Will- 
iam C.  Tennant,  1892-4;  Andrew  T.  Donald- 
son, 1894-98 ;  WiUiam  D.  Wilson,  1898-9 ;  Reu- 
ben C.  Ullrich,  1899-1901;  William  F.  Berry, 
1901-2;  Martin  Crocker,  1902-03;  Albert  A. 
Parisot.  1903-04;  John  II.  Westendorf,  1904 
to  19—. 

The  Clerks  of  the  city  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  W.  Babcock,  1879;  James  G. 
Tucker,  1880 ;  Augustus  C.  Dahm,  1881 ;  W. 
TIarrv  Rutter,  1882-86;  Charles  A.  Pitch, 
1887-91:  W.  Harry  Rutter,  1892;  Arthur  E. 
Van  Eps.  1893-4;  Spencer  J.  Dalby,  1895-7; 
Henry  C.  Benton,  1898-1902;  William  F. 
Kraeht.  1903.  to  present  (1905). 

The  Treasurers  of  the  cily  have  been  as 
follows:  George  H.  Peltou,  1879-80;  Jacob 
W.  Shook,  1881-2;  Bruno  "\'an  Landeghem, 
Jr.,  1883-4;  Alexander  Jacoln,  1885-90;  An- 
thony Czizek,  1891-4;  John  H.  Westendorf, 
1895-7;  Paul  Lefevre,  1898-9;  Alphonse  D. 
Lefevre,  1900-01;  Edward  Paya,  1902-03; 
William  H.  Miller,   1904-05. 

The  most  of  the  offices  of  ihe  City  Officials 
are  to  be  found  in  the  basement  of  the  Court 
ilouse,  arrangement  having  been  made  for 
a  long  lease  thereof  for  that  purpose  at  the 
time  the  eity  provided  for  the  building.  A£- 
tiT  considerable  and  lengthy  agitation  for 
them  a  system  of  water-works  was  provided 
for  in  1888  and  installed  in  that  year.  It 
has  been  very  much  extended  and  improved 
from  time  to  time  until  at  the  present  time 
its  e.stimated  cost  has  been  about  $105,000. 
The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  eity  on  ac- 
count of  its  water  works  is  at  present  $20,- 
000  only.  The  pumping  station  and  wells  of 
the  systems,  including  the  very  tasty  little 
park  about  them,  cover  about  four  acres  of 
STOund  on  the  bank  of  the  Clinton,  just  be- 
low the  crossing  of  the  Gratiot  Turnpike. 
Until  1901  the  source  of  the  water  supply 
was  the  Clinton  River,  but  that  year  saw  the 
digging  of  the  first  of  the  twenty-two  wells 
from  which  at  present  the  supply  is  drawn. 
These  wells  were  put  down  at  a  total  cost 
of  little  over  $7,000,  and  have  avoided  the 
necessity  for  the  great  expense  of  going  to 
the  lake  for  a  water  supply.  The  pumping 
station  is  equipped  with  two  80-horse  power 
tubular  boilers,  two   1,000,000    gallons  non- 


condensing  Blake  pumps,  and  one  3,000,000 
gallons  Worthington  triple-expansion  en- 
gine, thus  having  a  capacity  of  five  million 
gallons  per  day.  The  amount  pumped  at 
present  will  average  about  one  million  gallons 
per  day,  needed  to  supply  the  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  water-takers.  The  receipts  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  from  water-takers  were  about 
$14,500,  a  sum  large  enough  to  provide  for 
all  expenses  and  leave  a  comfortable  sum  to 
assist  in  making  extensions  and  improve- 
ments. Capt.  Thos.  J.  Hoyt  was  Superin- 
tendent of  the  water  works  plant  from  its 
installation  to  September,  1889,  since  which 
time  Herman  H.  Orbits  has  filled  the  posi- 
tion with  general  satisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  city  officials  and  the  public  generally. 
The  present  members  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  under  whose  general  supervision  the 
water  worlcs  are  managed,  are  Wilham  C. 
High,  Spencer  J.  Dalby,  John  Kuhn,  Arthur 
E.  Van  Eps  and  Jas.  F.  Byms. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1905,  the  electors  of 
the  city  at  a  special  election  then  held  de- 
termined to  bond  the  eity  for  the  sum  of 
$120,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  many 
much-needed  improvements  about  the  city 
and  the  refunding  of  a  portion  of  its  existing 
indebtedness,  which  was  drawing  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  approximately  $85,000  for  the 
former  purpose  and  $35,000  for  the  latter. 
These  bonds  have  since  been  issued  and  ne- 
gotiated. This  move  leaves  the  city  with  a 
bonded  indebtedness  of  about  $171,000,  and 
will  provide  for  the  most  of  the  pressing 
municipal  improvements  that  will  call  for 
larger  amounts  than  can  be  ^provided  for 
from  the  ordinary  income  of  the  city. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  various  city  funds, 
including  special  assrasments,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  in  October,  1904,  was 
nearly  $90,000;  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
property  in  the  several  wards  for  the  same 
year  being:  1st  ward,  $1,906,300;  2nd  ward, 
$2,366,150;  and  3rd  ward,  $1,420,100.  The 
annual  appropriation  bill  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil in  May,  1905,  provided  for  the  expendi- 
tures of  $53,437.75  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  municipal  affairs  and  the  public  improve- 
ments contemplated  aside  from  the  special 
assessments  that  might  be  imposed  for  such 
improvements. 

Although  street  lighting  and  the  furnish- 
ing of  commercial  electric  light,  is  in  Mt. 
Clemens  a  business  transacted  by  a  private 
corporation,  the  nature  of  the  business  and 
the  success  of  the  plant  has  been  such  as  to 
make  this  a  matter  of  public  interest.     The 
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first  electric  lighting  in  Mt.  Clemens  was  in 
the  Fountain  Bath  House,  and  furnished  by 
a  small  electric  light  plant  installed  there  by 
R.  0.  Meldrum  &  Sons  in  1888,  December 
16tli,  1889,  an  ordinance  authorizing  the  es- 
tablishment of  electric  works  in  the  city  with 
peiinission  to  use  the  streets  for  its  poles 
and  wires  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council. 
This  authority  and  permission  was  granted 
to  Wilbur  F.  Davidson  of  Port  Huron,  Alex- 
ander Jacobi  and  William  S.  Donaldison  of 
ilt.  Clemens,  These  three,  under  the  name 
of  A.  Jaeobi  &  Company,  built  the  plant  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  river  just  south  of  Crock- 
er avenue  and  sold  the  same  to  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Electric  Company,  a  corporation  organ- 
ized in  the  following  year  with  W.  S. 
Donaldson  as  its  President  and  Alexander 
Jacobi,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  have 
ever  since  continued  as  such  officers.  The 
capacity  of  the  plant  on  the  start,  consisted 
of  one  500  {16-eandle  power)  light  incandes- 
cent machine  of  the  single  phase  alternating 
current  type,  and  one  direct  current  series 
are  light  machine  of  the  capacity  of  30  lights 
(6.8  amperes).  Current  was  first  turned  on 
to  the  are  lights  March  30,  1890,  the  switch 
being  turned  by  Mrs.  Cecelia  (George  M,) 
Crocker.  The  incandescent  light  circuit  was 
opened  one  week  later,  the  switch  being 
turned  by  Alexander  Jacobi,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Upon  the  starting  of  the  plant, 
the  incandescent  lighting  was  furnished  at 
a  flat  rate,  ranging  from  one  to  two  dollars 
per  month  for  each  16-candle  power  light.  For 
commercial  are  lights,  the  rate  ranged  from 
$6.50  to  $10,00  per  month  per  light.  The 
first  contract  made  with  the  city  for  street 
lighting  made  the  same  year  as  the  plant  was 
installed,  was  for  nine  lights  at  the  rate  of 
ninety  dollars  per  light  per  year  to  burn  on 
what  is  known  as  the  all  night  moonlight 
schedule. 

The  company  very  soon  proved  that  the 
time  was  ripe  for  a  successful  electric  light 
plant  in  Mt.  Clemens,  and  the  growth  of  its 
business  has  been  continuous  and  so  large 
that  enlargement  of  the  plant  and  installation 
of  larger  and  more  approved  machinery  has 
been  constantly  called  for.  In  1904  the  plant 
was  entirely  rebuilt,  the  present  building  con- 
sisting of  cement  and  faced  cobblestone, 
stands  upon  the  site  of  the  original  plant, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  handsome  and  unique 
structures  in  the  city.  The  seventy-five  foot 
chimney  built  of  cement  and  cobblestone  is 
said  to  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind  known  in 
the    country,    and    attracts  the  attention  of 


builders  and  architects  from  all  over  the 
country  upon  their  visits  here,  not  only  by  its 
novelty,  but  by  the  perfection  of  the  work- 
manship upon  it.  The  reconstructed  building 
cost  approximately  $14,000.  The  present 
rates  for  commercial  arc  lighting  is  from  $5 
to  $6.50  per  month  per  light.  The  present 
contract  with  the  city  for  street  lights  (6.8 
amperes)  is  for  108  lights  running  on  the 
al  1-da  r  k-hour  s-e  very-night-in-the-y  ear  sched- 
ule for  which  the  company  receives  $58.12  per 
light  per  year.  Incandescent  lighting  is 
furnished  on  the  meter  system,  the  rate  being 
twenty  cents  per  K.  W.  with  a  sliding  scale 
of  discounts  for  prompt  payment  which  nets 
the  company  an  average  about  eleven  cents 
per  K.  W. 

The  present  capacity  of  the  plant  is  rep- 
resented by  250  K.  W.  incandescent  lighting 
and  200  6.8  amperes  series  direct  arc  lights. 
The  voltage  of  the  incandescent  lighting  ma- 
chinery is  2,280  volts  primary  and  110  volts 
secondary.  Aside  from  the  electric  light 
which  the  company  furnishes  to  its  600  con- 
sumers, it  is  furnishing  electric  current  for 
ten  or  twelve  110  volt  s.  ph.  motors  with  a 
capacity  of  from  one-half  to  five-horse 
power,  rates  for  which  motor  service  average 
about  five  cents  per  K.  W.  The  motive  power 
for  the  plant  (which  runs  continuously)  is 
steam ;  the  engine  capacity  consisting  of  two 
high  speed  Ball  engines  of  250  and  125-horae 
power  respectively,  and  one  Lansing  high 
speed  engine  of  225-horse  power,  and  the  boil- 
er capacity  of  three  125-horse  power,  tubular 
horizontal  boilers.  The  fuel  used  is  the  Hock- 
ing nut  coal,  approximately  3,000  tons  being 
used  each  year,  the  cost  of  which  averages 
the  company  about  $2,75  per  ton.  The  busi- 
neRS  of  the  company  is  so  thoroughly  syste- 
matized that  its  work  outside  of  its  office  is 
conducted  by  nine  employes. 

Aside  from  this  public  lighting  plant,  pri- 
vate electric  lighting  plants  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Park  and  Colonial  Hotels  and 
St,  Joseph  Sanitarium,  and  also  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  Mt.  Clemens  Sugar  Company. 

The  banks  of  the  present  Mt.  Clemens  are 
three  in  number,  all  enjoying  substantial  pros- 
perity and  the  utmost  confidence  of  their 
patrons.  The  Mt.  Clemens  Savings  Bank,  the 
oldest  of  the  three,  was  incorporated  in  1877 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.00.  It  has 
been  preceded  in  the  banking  business  in  Mt. 
Clemens  by  the  private  bank  of  John  W. 
Porter  &  Company,  the  company  being  George 
A.  Skinner.  Daniel  C.  Tilden  &  Co.  (one 
Rforton  of  Detroit),  had  organized  and  ear- 
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ried  on  a,  private  bank  in  Mt.  Clemens  some 
two  or  three  years  prior  to  the  coming  of  the 
Porter  firm,  but  the  enterprise  had  proven 
a  financial  failure.  Porter  &  Co.  had,  how- 
ever, by  better  business  methods,  succeeded 
in  building  up  a  substantial  banking  business, 
which,  upon  the  organization  of  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Savings  Bank  in  1877,  supported  as  it  was 
by  nearly  all  of  the  then  substantial  business 
men  of  the  place,  was  very  largely  increased 
so  that  in  a  short  time  the  success  of  the  new 
institution  became  Eissured  and  pronounced. 
The  President  of  this  bank  ever  since  its 
organization  has  been  Oliver  Chapaton.  John 
"W.  Porter  was  its  cashier  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  January  1st,  1882,  since  which 
time  George  A,  Skinner  has  occupied  that  po- 
sition. The  statement  of  the  business  of  this 
bank,  furnished  upon  the  last  call  of  the  state 
olffieials,  showed  the  total  resoiirees  of  $1,098,- 
959.78 ;  surplus  and  undivided  earnings,  of 
$97,403.59 ;  commercial  deposits,  $138,728.82 ; 
savings  deposits  of  $811,411.04.  A  statement 
of  September  1st,  1905,  would  show  an  in- 
crease of  about  $70,000.00  in  resources,  $22,- 
000.00  additional  commercial  deposits  and 
$53,000.00  additional  savings  deposits. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Savings  Bank  enjoyed 
exclusive  possession  of  the  banking  field  of 
Mt.  Clemens  until  June  1st,  1882,  at  which 
time  the  banking  house  of  UUrich  &  Crocker 
commenced  business.  This  house  was  car- 
ried on  as  a  private  banking  house  until  the 
organization  of  the  Ullrich  Savings  Bank, 
June  1st,  1893,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000.00.  Paul  Ullrich  was  President  of  the 
new  bank  until  his  death,  December  15th, 
1897,  after  which  the  present  incumbent, 
Ernst  J.  Olde,  was  selected  for  that  position. 
Paul  J.  Ullrich  has  been  cashier  of  the  bank 
since  its  organization.  The  official  statement 
of  the  bank  made  in  May,  1905,  shows  total 
resources  of  $729,487.64  with  a  surplus  and 
undivided  earnings  of  $76,344.20;  commer- 
cial deposits,  $106,020.83;  savings  deposits  of 
$447,122.61.  A  statement  of  September  1st 
would  show  a  proportional  increase  in  the 
resources  and  deposits  corresponding  to  the 
increase  noted  in  the  Mt.  Clemens  Savings 
Bank. 

In  1900  the  third  bank,  the  Citizens'  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Mt.  Clemens,  was  organized 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.00.  The  posi- 
tions of  President  and  Cashier  of  this  bank 
have  been  flUed  since  its  organization  by  An- 
drew T.  Donaldson  and  Milo  W.  Davis  re- 
spectively. In  May  last  the  total  resources 
of  this  bank  were  $366,851.67;  the  surplus 


and  undivided  earnings,  $13,859.22; 
cial  deposits  of  $73,148.95;  savings 
$229,789.50. 

Mt.  Clemens  as  a  city  has  no  schools,  but 
the  city  is  included  in  Union  School  District 
No.  1  of  Clinton  and  Harrison,  which  was 
organized  February  20th,  1857.  The  District 
includes  small  portions  of  the  townships  of 
Clinton  and  Harrison  in  addition  to  all  of  the 
city.  For  a  history  of  the  schools  taught  in 
and  about  Mt.  Clemens  prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  union  district,  reference  must  be 
had  to  the  careful  compilation  made  by  Wes- 
ley Sears  in  1882,  and  published  in  the  former 
history  of  Macomb  County.  The  first  annual 
meeting  of  the  newly  organized  district  was 
held  March  9th,  1857,  at  which  time  $11,- 
000.00  was  voted  for  a  school  building. 
Previous  to  the  completion  of  the  three-story 
building  thus  erected  school  was  taught  in 
the  old  academy  and  in  the  sehoolhouse  of 
District  No.  7,  which  was  situated  on  South 
Walnut  street  near  the  corner  of  Maple  ave- 
nue. In  1861  the  third  story  of  the  new 
building  was  burned  by  fire,  which  started 
by  the  tower  being  struck  by  lightning.  In 
1875  an  additional  building  was  constructed 
upon  the  same  lot  with  the  high  school  build- 
ing. Demands  for  increased  school  room  have 
been  met  by  the  construction  of  the  Grant 
street  and  Court  street  schools  and  the  Dick- 
inson school  on  the  east  side,  and  by  the 
construction  of  the  present  large  and  well- 
equipped  high  school  building.  The  Dickin- 
son school  was  opened  in  April,  1896,  and  the 
new  high  school  building  in  April  of  1902, 
the  latter  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000.  The 
superintendents  of  schools  in  this  district  have 
been  as  foUows:  Samuel  S.  Gale,  1857-59; 
0.  A.  Hotchkiss,  1859-60;  William  Campbell, 
1860-61;  Silas  Wood,  1861-63;  Andrew  Mont- 
gomery, 1863-5;  Silas  Wood,  1865-9;  F.  A. 
Herring,  1869-71;  Daniel  B.  Briggs,  1871-2; 
John  B,  Bissell,  1872-4;  Samuel  S.  Babcock, 
1874-76;  Wesley  Sears,  1876-85;  Allen  S. 
Whitney,  1885-92;  Jed.  Lee,  1892-4;  Samuel 
C.  Price,  1894-Jan.,  1901;  J.  B.  Estabrook, 
Jan.,  1901-04;  H.  G.  Lull,  1904-05;  John 
Everett,   1905. 

The  present  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  dis- 
trict is  made  up  of  George  A.  Skinner,  Spen- 
cer B.  Russell,  Reuben  C.  Ullrich,  Louis  T. 
Cady  and  Paul  J.  Ullrich.  During  the  last 
fiscal  year  of  the  district,  there  was  paid  out 
of  the  teachers'  fund  $17,800.00;  from  the 
library  fund  $2,227.00;  interest  on  bonded  in- 
debtedness, $480.00  and  from  the  incidental 
fund,  $6,712.00 ;  total  expenditure  in  the  dis- 
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triiit  for  school  purposes  of  $27,219.00.  The 
present  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  district 
is  about  $24,000.00.  Out  of  a  total  census 
of  2,260,  1,868  pupils  were  enrolled  during 
the  year,  an  excellent  record  in  view  of  the 
maintenance  of  additional  denominational 
.■schools  in  the  district. 

The  nucleus  of  a  library  was  started  in 
1865  or  1866  by  Prof.  Wood.  Its  growth 
was  gradual  but  slow  until  its  removal  from 
the  sehoolhouse  building  to  a  more  central 
location  in  the  basement  of  the  courthouse  in 
about  1890.  The  interest  of  the  public  in 
the  library  soon  thereafter  increased,  and 
through  the  assistance  of  appropriations 
made  by  the  city,  the  library  rapidly  in- 
creased in  size  and  usefulness.  It  was  moved 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  building  where 
it  was  maintained  until  its  removal  to  the 
handsome  and  commodious  quarters  in  the 
building  directly  opposite  the  high  school 
building  erected  during  the  current  year 
with  funds  generously  provided  by  the  Hon. 
Andrew  Carnegie.  The  site  for  the  library 
was  purchased  by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $5,- 
500.00  and  the  building  and  its  equipment 
ctwt  about  $19,000.00.  The  library  now  num- 
bers about  seven  thousand  volumes  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  Margaret  C.  Upleger, 
Librarian,  with  Grace  L.  Parrar  as  assistant. 

The  schools  of  Mt.  Clemens  have  for  a  long 
time  been  on  the  University  list,  and  have  a 
standing  and  reputation  throughout  the  state 
ot  which  their  supporters  may  well  be  proud. 

In  1892  a  corporation  was  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  body  whose  chief 
cause  for  being  should  be  the  furtherance  of 
the  material  progress  of  the  city,  and  which 
it  was  hoped  would  furnish  a  center  from 
which  movements  would  spread  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the  municipal  and  industrial 
welfare  of  the  city.  It  undertook  and  car- 
ried out  the  erection  of  a  building  known  as 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  New  streets,  at  a  cost  of  ap- 
proximately $18,000.  While  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  not  been  aggressive  in  the 
work  expected  of  it,  it  has  nevertheless  fur- 
nished a  rally-point  for  many  quiet  move- 
ments that  have  materially  benefited  the  city, 
and  its  building  has  been  the  scene  of  many 
meetings,  public  and  private,  that  have  often 
checked  moves  that  tended  to  the  injury  of 
the  city's  interests  and  as  well  many  others 
that  have  redounded  to  the  public  weal.  The 
building  is  occupied  with  stores  on  its  first 
floor  and  by  the  Mt.  Clemens  Club  and  its 
tenants  on  the  second  and  third.     This  last 


named  organization  was  perfected  in  Janu- 
ary, 1893,  and  is  the  most  prominent  of  the 
city's  social  organizations.  Its  membership 
includes  at  present  ninety-eight  resident 
members  and  about  eight  non-resident.  The 
present  officers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
are  Wm.  J,  Daley,  President;  Arthur  E.  Van 
Eps,  Secretary,  and  Geo.  A.  Skinner,  Treas- 
urer. 

A  more  unique  social  organization  and  one 
of  Mt.  Clemens'  most  cherished  institutions  is 
"The  Old  Crowd,"  that  every  year  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  August  holds  its  reunion, 
and  brings  back  to  the  old  home  many  of  the 
former  boys  of  the  place,  who  without  it 
would  likely  rarely  revisit  the  scenes  of  their 
boyhood  days.  The  success  of  these  reunions 
have  lead  to  its  being  copied  in  some  respects 
by  other  social  organizations,  which,  how- 
ever, lack  the  feature  that  lends  the  historic 
interest  to  "The  Old  Crowd."  Its  inception 
was  in  the  desire  to  call  back  to  Mt.  Clemens 
the  boys  who  before  the  war  and  earlier  had 
called  Mt.  Clemens  their  home,  but  who  had 
wandered  away  and  located  elsewhere,  and  to 
gather  together  with  them  the  companions  of 
their  youth,  for  a  good  social  reunion.  As 
was  natural  their  thoughts  turned  to  the  lake, 
the  scene  of  so  many  of  the  happy  times  they 
had  had  together.  Without  any  formal  or- 
ganization Ed  Weeks,  Jim  Eldredge,  Hank 
Conner,  Geo.  Robertson  and  a  few  other  con- 
genial spirits  issued  the  call  in  the  summer 
of  1880,  and  Jeff  West,  Fred  Lewis,  Ed 
Shook  and  many  another  old  Mt,  Clemensite 
heard  and  answered.  At  the  reunion  were 
Tom,  Dick,  Harry,  Wally,  Jake,  Bob,  but  no 
Misters.  And  every  year  since  then  have  met 
such  as  could  of  the  Old  Crowd,  taking  with 
them  each  year  a  few  newer  members  whom 
time  and  life  in  Mt.  Clemens  had  qualified 
for  membership.  Now  one  must  be  at  least 
forty  years  of  age,  have  lived  in  Mt.  Clemens 
at  least  twenty-five  years  ago,  or  else,  be  the 
son  of  such  a  resident,  before  he  is  eligible 
to  election  to  the  chosen  band.  James  B, 
Eldredge  was  the  first  chairman  and  Edgar 
Weeks  the  first  secretary  of  the  organization, 
which  was  not  formally  perfected  until  1883. 
It  is  doubtful  if  just  such  another  successful 
organization  can  be  found  in  the  country.  It 
has  stood  the  loss  of  many  if  not  most  of  its 
original  active  members  but  the  waiting  list 
of  applicants  exceeds  each  year  the  number 
of  vacancies,  for  its  membership  is  limited. 
The  oflHeers  elected  at  the  August,  1905, 
meeting  are  as  follows:  President,  Jim 
Tucker;  Vice-President,  Mart  Crocker;  Sec- 


,  Google 


6i8 


PAST   AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


retary,  Tom  Shoemaker ;  Treasurer,  Sam 
Donaldson;  Executive  Committee,  Alex  Ja- 
cobi,  John  Westendorf,  Rube  Ullrich,  Bill 
lleSweeny,  and  John  Tueker;  Chaplain,  Ed 
Shook;  Pish  Locator,  Paul  J.  Ullrich;  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  Sam  Trew;  Drum  Boss,  Geo. 
Fletcher.  This  year  and  in  1900,  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twentieth  anniversaries  respectively 
ot*  the  organization,  the  wives  and  lady 
friends  of  the  members  accompanied  them. 

Two  calamities  have  fallen  upon  the  com- 
munity of  Mt.  Clemens,  which  will  merit 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  April  27th,  1881, 
four  of  Mt.  Clemens'  most  respected  citizens, 
George  H.  Snook,  the  son  of  James  Snook, 
long  time  postmaster  of  the  place.  Dr.  W.  D. 
Decker,  Charles  Wood  and  Morey  Axtell,  bor- 
rowing a  small  boat  from  William  Tucker, 
ventured  out  into  the  lake  and  crossed  it  to 
Strawberry  Island.  On  their  return  they 
were  caught  in  a  sudden  squall  and  probably 
capsized  by  running  ice.  It  was  not  until 
three  days  later  that  any  of  the  bodies  were 
recovered,  and  not  until  over  a  month  later 
that  the  last  of  the  bodies  were  recovered. 
The  respect  and  aft'ection  with  which  the  vic- 
tims to  this  disaster  and  their  families  were 
held  by  the  entire  community  was  such  that  a 
deep  gloom  was  cast  over  the  entire  city  which 
time  alone  lightened. 

May  25th,  1896,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  a  terrific  cyclone  struck  across 
the  eastern  part  of  the  city  and  unroofed 
many  houses,  completely  destroyed  some, 
tipped  over  others  and  caused  those  peculiar 
and  unexplicable  works  of  ruin  which  those 
storms  always  bring.  The  house  of  Mrs. 
Dominicus  Pohl  was  reduced  to  a  mass  of 
splinters  and  she  and  her  three  children  were 
buried  in  the  ruins.  Henry  was  quite  seri- 
ously injured,  William  suffered  from  a  broken 
li>!r  and  Mtk  Pohl  herself  received  such  se- 
vere injuries  that  she  shortly  died  from  the 
effects  of  them.  Mrs.  Esehenburg,  although 
escaping  from  direct  injuries  of  the  storm, 
was  so  affected  that  she  died  from  heart  fail- 
ure the  following  day.  The  storm  entered  the 
county  in  the  township  of  Sterling  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  damage  there,  destroying  the 
town  hall  and  doing  great  injury  to  the  houses 
of  Wurzell  and  Clemens,  besides  immense 
damages  to  the  timber,  crops  and  minor 
buildings.  East  from  the  city  the  terrific 
storm  took  its  destructive  course,  moving 
down  the  banks  of  the  river.  In  the  settle- 
ment about  the  house  of  Capt.  Louis  Charbe- 
neau,  five  houses  and  four  bams  were  prac- 
tically ruined  and  at  the  Dulae  shipyard   a 


peculiar  freak  of  picking  up  a  steam  pump 
weighing  nearly  four  hundred  pounds  and  de- 
positing the  same  in  the  river  took  place,  with- 
out any  serious  effects  occurring  to  the  build- 
ings and  trees  in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 
The  house,  bams  and  orchard  of  John  Irwin 
and  of  Joseph  Noeker  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  were  practically  destroyed  and  nearly 
every  farmer  from  that  point  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  suffered  severe  losses.  It  was 
estimated  that  fully  $100,000.00  damage  was 
worked  by  the  detractive  storm  in  the  coun- 
ty. A  subscription  was  inunediately  started 
and  very  liberal  contributions  were  made  by 
the  more  fortunate  member  of  the  commu- 
nity and  about  $5,000.00  was  used  to  relieve 
the  immediate  suffering  and  losses  of  the  vic- 
tims of  the  storm. 

The  press  is  represented  in  Mt.  Clemens  at 
present  by  the  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor,  pub- 
lished by  J.  E.  Nellis  &  Son,  the  Mt.  Clemens 
Press,  published  by  Samuel  C.  Price,  and  the 
Daily  Leader,  also  published  by  Mr.  Price  in 
the  same  olfice  with  the  Press. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Press  had  its  origin  in  the 
old  Macomb  Conservative  Press  which  was 
established  in  1863  by  a  stock  company.  The 
material  was  mostly  purchased  second  hand 
and  was  probably  the  remnants  of  the  plant 
of  the  Peninsular  Advocate  established  in  the 
year  1854  by  George  F.  Lewis.  The  Press  has 
always  been  a  Democratic  paper  and  was  con- 
ducted for  some  time  by  James  B.  Eldredge 
and  William  Lon^taff.  About  1868  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  John  Trevidiek,  who,  prior 
to  that  time,  had  been  the  practical  head  of 
the  dfiee  work.  He  adopted  the  name  at 
present  carried  by  the  paper.  On  May  1st, 
1873,  Spencer  B.  Russell  became  the  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  paper  and  by  him  and 
his  brother,  H.  E.  Russell,  the  paper  was  is- 
sued until  1888.  For  a  year  thereafter  the 
paper  was  run  by  W.  J.  Morris.  Fred  Buzzell 
also  was  editor  of  the  paper  for  one  year 
prior  to  its  purchase  by  J,  Ashley  Keith  in 
1890.  Prom  Mr.  Keith  the  plant  and  paper 
was  purchased  Nov.  1st,  1900,  by  the  Press 
Publishing  Co.,  and  the  plant  was  then  taken 
in  charge  and  since  handled  by  Samuel  C. 
Price,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor. 

March  16th,  1899,  W.  J.  aiorris  and  Henry 
E.  Russell  made  the  fli^t  experiment  of  a 
daily  paper  in  Mt.  Clemens  by  beginning  the 
issuing  of  the  Penny  Leader.  June  1st  Mr. 
Russell  severed  his  connection  with  the  enter- 
prise and  the  paper  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Morris  alone  until  March  1st,  1902,  when  it 
was  sold  to  Samuel  C.  Price  and  has  since 
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boi'ii  issued  by  him  imcl  has  proved  a  great 
siiecesM.  The  name  was  changed  to  the  Daily 
Loader  by  Mr.  Morris  before  he  sold  to  Mr. 
Price. 

The  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor  was  the  successor 
oi'  the  Republican  Standard,  to  which  name 
William  J.  Canfield  changed  the  Maeomb 
(iaKctte  when  he  purchased  it.  In  1866  Mr. 
(.liiofield  sold  the  Standard  to  Edgar  Weeks 
and  Walter  T.  Lee,  who  enlarged  it  and 
started  it  out  as  the  Mt.  Clemens  Monitor, 
under  which  name  it  has  ever  since  continued 
its  successful  career.  Mr.  Weeks  retired  from 
his  connection  with  the  paper  in  1867  and  Mr. 
Lt'C  continued  the  issuance  until  he  sold  to  D. 
M.  Cooper.  After  passing  through  the  hands 
<if  several,  who  remained  connected  with  the 
])aper  only  a  short  time,  the  Monitor  in 
.^fareli.  1879,  was  purchased  by  John  E.  Nellis 
&  Son,  wlio  have  ever  since  had  charge  of  the 
p;iper.  Under  their  management  the  paper 
has  been  a  progressive  and  consistent  Repub- 
lican sheet  and  an  important  factor  in  the 
Republican  politics  in  the  county.  Since  the 
(l<?ath  of  John  E.  NcIHb,  in  1904,  the  Monitor 
ha.s  been  nmnaged  by  Frank  B.  Nellis. 

Among  the  earlier  papers  published  at  Mt. 
Clemens  was  the  Statesman  started  in  1840 
liy  a  Jlr.  Avery.  After  a  short  time  he  was 
micceeded  by  Mr.  Brown  referred  to  in  the 
i;arly  history  of  the  village  and  later  by  John 
X.  Ingersoll.  The  Statesman  was  a  lively  and 
progressive  paper  and  intensely  Whig  in  its 
partisanship.  The  next  paper  of  that  political 
persuasion  was  the  Maeomb  County  Herald, 
started  in  1848  or  1849  by  Fred  F.  Lewis,  and 
e<lited  by  Richard  Butler.  In  about  1850  it 
was  purchased  by  Fred  B.  Lee,  son  of  Dr. 
Lee.  and  published  by  him  for  about  one  yeai' 
\i'hen  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  M.  Perry  under 
wboRe  iidiiiiniwtnition  the  paper  ceased  upon 
till'  i.-oi(][)lfle  dost  ruction  of  its  office  by  Are. 

The  MiK'0)iib  Gazette,  started  by  Allen  P. 
Bontley  in  about  1849  or  1850,  was  Democratic 
in  politics  and  ho  continued  until  its  passing 
in  1856.  Abner  C.  Smith,  qne  of  the  earlier 
attorneys,  was  for  some  time  in  charge  of  the 
office  of  the  Gazette.  The  outfit  of  the 
(iazette  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Canfield  at  the 
time  he  established  the  Republican  Standard. 

In  about  1840  Thomas  M.  Perry  came  to 
Jit.  Clemens  with  printing  material  and  com- 
menced, in  the  old  frame  building  known  as 
the  I^wis  building  on  the  site  of  the  present 
county  jail,  the  publication  of  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Patriot.  Mr.  Perry  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  possessed  of  a  re- 
markable amount  of  pugnacity  and  tenacity. 


A  practical  printer,  he  was  also  an  able  editor. 
The  Patriot  was  afterwards  moved  to  an  of- 
fice on  Pearl  street,  now  North  Gratiot  ave- 
nue, where  it  was  burned.  In  about  1854 
Fred  F.  Lewis  brought  with  him  from  Port 
Huron  the  equipment  of  a  newspaper  office 
and  from  the  Leviathan  block  issued  the 
Peninsular  Advocate,  which  ceased  to  appear 
upon  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lewis  to  Saginaw. 
The  Advocate  was  practically  the  predecessor 
of  the  Conservative  Press,  now  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Press.  In  1872  Louis  M.  Miller  estab- 
lished a  paper  called  the  Reporter,  which, 
however,  was  short  lived.  A  short  time  prior 
to  Oetflber,  1880,  Walter  T.  Lee  established 
the  Mt.  Clemens  True  Record,  which  contin- 
ued under  the  management  of  William  N.  Mil- 
ler &  Company  for  a  number  of  years. 
Among  the  later  newspaper  ventures  which 
failed  to  attain  old  age  was  the  Mt.  Clemens 
Advertiser,  which  was  run  by  Henry  E,  Rus- 
sell and  A.  A.  Devantier,  John  Miller  and 
othei's  for  some  time.  In  connection  with  the 
Advertiser,  the  Daily  Advertiser  was  estab- 
lished, which  was  later  continued  for  a  short 
time  under  the  name  of  the  Daily  News. 

Mt.  Clemens  has  churches  representing  the 
Baptist,  Roman  Catholic.  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, German  Evangelical,  German  Luther- 
an, Protestant  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian 
tlenominations.  The  Catholic  church  being 
the  earliest  established  in  the  county,  was 
represented  as  early  as  1799  by  a  mission  es- 
tablished by  the  Rev.  Gabriel  Richard  on 
L  'Anse  Creuse  Bay.  Some  time  later  a 
chapel  was  built  on  the  Clinton  River  about 
three  miles  east  of  Mt.  Clemens,  where  serv- 
ices were  held  regularly  by  the  Rev.  Fr.  De- 
jean,  Subsequently  Christian  Clemens 
granted  a  lot  to  every  religious  denomination 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  chnrch  in  the 
village  and  thither  the  little  church  from  the 
Clinton  River  was  moved.  Rev.  Fr.  Kenny, 
the  first  resident  priest  in  Mt.  Clemens,  came 
in  1843,  He  has  been  followed  by  Abbe 
Maret,  Fra.  Gilroy,  Kendekins,  Van  Renther- 
ghem,  Maes,  Ryckerf.,  Van  Hoomissen,  and 
Father  Kennedy.  The  Society  is  the  owner 
of  n  handsome  brick  church,  a  fine  rectory,  a 
Sisters'  home  and  a  large  substantial  brick 
school  biiilding,  where  a  most  suceessfnl  and 
well  attended  school  is  conducted. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organ- 
ized about  1820,  although  the  formal  organ- 
i»iation  of  the  Society  was  not  perfected  until 
October,  1836.  The  church  building  was 
erected  in  1841,  which  gave  way  about  1882 
to  the  present  church  situated  on  the  corner 
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of  Cass  and  South  Walnut  streets.  The  So- 
ciety is  a  large  and  flourishing  one  and  is  now 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Rev.  J.  I.  Nicker- 
son. 

May  4th,  1835,  the  First  Preshyterian 
church  was  formally  organized  under  the 
charge  of  the  Rev.  M.  Eastman.  Services  were 
held  in  the  old  log  courthouse  or  other  church 
buildings  until  about  1841  when  the  building 
was  erected.  In  1844  a  division  took  place 
and  the  minority  of  the  Society  formed  a 
Congregational  church  and  erected  and  occu- 
pied the  church  building  later  occupied  for 
many  years  by  the  Presbyterians  on  the  cor- 
ner of  ;Walnut  and  New  streets.  Upon  the 
purchase  of  this  site  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  1892,  this  building  was  sold  and 
removed  to  Pine  street  where  it  is  now  used 
as  a  warehouse  by  S.  J.  Dalby.  Under  Rev. 
Thomas  Foster,  who  acted  as  pastor  from 
about  1845  to  1849,  the  Congregationalists 
and  Presbyterians  again  united  in  worship 
in  the  church  on  the  corner  of  Walnut  and 
New  streets.  Mr.  Foster  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  George  Newcomb,  and  he  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  N.  Bissell  who  remained  in 
charge  of  the  church  for  twenty-four  years. 
In  1892  the  society  erected  the  present  hand- 
some brick  structure  on  the  comer  of  New 
and  Cherry  streets.  The  society  is  now  un- 
der the  pastorate  of  Rev.  John  Kennedy. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  first 
established  in  Mt.  Clemens  in  1849,  services 
being  held  in  the  courthouse  until  the  erection 
of  the  present  church  on  the  corner  of  South 
Gratiot  avenue  and  Church  street,  which  was 
dedicated  in  1870.  Since  its  erection  the  fol- 
lowing reverend  gentlemen  have  officiated  as 
rectors  of  the  parish :  Woodward,  Martin, 
Skinner,  Pierson,  Rafter,  Dubois,  Webb  and 
Lewis. 

The  Baptist  church  was  organized  October 
17th,  1834,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirteen 
members.  The  first  regularly  ordained  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  John  Booth.  Like  the  most  of 
the  other  religious  organizations,  iis  early 
meetings  were  held  in  the  courthouse.  In 
1843,  however,  the  present  church  structure 
was  erected.  The  church  is  at  present  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  MacDonald. 

The  German  Evangelical  Society  held  its 
meetings  in  the  courthouse  or  in  the  homes  of 
the  members  of  the  Society  from  1847  to  1862, 
at  which  latter  time  they  purchased  the  frame 
building  standing  on  the  cornor  of  New  and 
Pine  streets,  which  was  erected  in  1835  for 
school  purposes,  and  which  had  been,  just 
prior  to  their  purchase,  used  as  training  bar- 


racks. The  building  was  refitted  and  made 
suitable  for  church  services  and  a  school 
room,  and  used  by  the  Society  until  December, 
1880.  In  the  meantime,  in  1870,  a  parsonage 
was  erected  upon  the  adjoining  lot.  In  1880 
a  substantial  brick  structure  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  about  $9,000.00,  which  has  since  been 
nearly  doubled  in  seating  capacity.  The  So- 
ciety for  a  great  many  years  had  the  benefit 
of  the  pastorateship  of  the  Rev.  Herman  Gun- 
dert,  whose  hold  upon  the  affections  of  his 
parishioners  and  as  well  the  community  at 
large  is  remarkable.  The  Society  is  now  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  A. 
Roese. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  was  estab- 
lished in  1885,  and  has  erected  a  substantial 
church  edifice,  rectory  and  sehoolhouse  on 
Dickinson  avenue  in  the  city.  The  first  church 
building  was  dedicated  September  6th,  1885, 
and  the  present  church  was  dedicated  Novem- 
ber 4,  1900.  The  Society  incorporated  May 
17,  1900.  Rev.  Theodore  H.  Engelder  is  at 
present  pastor  of  the  church,  having  been 
such  since  November  9,  1900. 

The  most  important  enterprises  of  Mt. 
Clemens  are  associated  with  its  mineral  water. 
The  original  well  was  put  down  in  1865  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  brine  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt.  At  this  time  a  corporation 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.00  was  organ- 
ized and  the  manufacture  of  salt  carried  on 
for  about  five  years,  though  at  a  disadvantage, 
owing  to  the  lai^e  proportion  of  foreign 
minerals  existing  in  the  water,  and  as  well 
the  successful  competition  in  salt  manufac- 
ture by  the  salt  blocks  of  the  Saginaw  district 
where  much  cheaper  fuel  could  be  obtained. 
The  discovery  of  the  medicinal  properties  of 
the  water  in  about  1870  soon  led  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  salt  industry  and  the 
use  of  the  water  for  bathing  purposes.  Dorr 
Kellogg,  still  a  resident  of  the  city,  then  the 
manager  of  a  flour  mill  on  the  corner  of 
Market  and  Front  streets  on  the  river  bank, 
commenced  the  use  of  this  water  for  the  bene- 
fit of  its  medicinal  qualities  in  October,  1870, 
and  from  the  benefits  derived  by  him  and 
Mr.  Trombley,  the  idea  soon  became  prevalent 
that  the  water  possessed  much  greater  value 
for  its  curative  qualities  than  for  salt  manu- 
facture. Soon  after  a  small  bath  house  was 
erected  from  moneys  obtained  by  contribution 
from  various  citizens  and  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Dr.  Henry  Taylor  and  Son,  the  first 
bath  house  was  opened  on  the  corner  of  Water 
and  Jones  streets.  From  this  modest  start 
has  grown  up  the  immense  bathing  interests 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY- 


of  Mt.  Cleinens  which  call  to  it  our  tens  of 
thousands  of  visitors  annually,  who  find  un- 
failing relief  in  its  curative  waters.  The  de- 
tails of  the  growth  of  the  various  hotels  and 
bath  houses  in  the  eity  are  set  forth  in  bio- 
graphical sketches  of  the  work,  and  need  not 
be  here  repeated.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
the  benefit  which  Mt,  Clemens  has  derived 
from  these  baths  and  the  hotels  and  boarding 
houses,  springs  and  other  enterprises  which 
have  gi-own  up  in  connection  with  the  bathing 
industry.  The  nine  bath  houses  of  the  eity 
have  been  established  in  the  following  order: 
Original,  Medea,  Fountain,  Park,  Clementine, 
Colonial,  St.  Joseph,  Plaza  and  Olympia.  To 
recount  the  history  of  the  various  hotels, 
large  and  small,  which  since  the  construction 
of  the  Avery  House,  the  first  of  our  non- 
commercial hotels,  to  the  handsome,  five  story 
brick  new  Medea  Hotel  finished  this  past 
year,  would  be  impossible.  To  attempt  dis- 
crimination and  to  tell  of  some  of  them  would 
be  ungracious  and  unfair.  Sufficient  it  to 
say  that  no  western  resort  can  boast  of  better 
hotel  accommodations  nor  of  greater  eager- 
ness to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence of  its  visitors  than  does  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
to  no  one  of  them  does  the  visitor  return  more 
frequently,  nor  receive  greater  benefit.  Those 
who  have  watched  the  growth  of  the  bathing 
industry  in  Mt.  Clemens  the  closest  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  its  future,  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  day  when  we  shall  have  thou- 
sands of  visitors  where  today  we  have 
hundreds.  May  their  hopes  be  truthful 
prophecies ! 

CHAPTER  X. 

TOWNSHIP   OP    CLINTON. 

'I'lir  liistory  i>\'  thin  township  is  so  inti- 
ninlely  connected  with  the  history  of  Mt. 
Clemens  and  with  the  taking  up  of  the  pri- 
vate claims  that  a  large  portion  of  its  early 
history  has  already  been  related  in  the  chap- 
ters tonchiniT  those  subjects  and  in  the  chap- 
tor  i.f  the  .Moraviiui  soffleitient.  A  little  yet, 
hoHiM-iT.  i-eniiiins  to  be  told  of  some  of  the 
enrlier  nettlers,  and  niuch  might  be  written 
of  the  villages  which  in  a  little  later  day 
ivere  started  in  the  township. 

North  of  Mt.  Clemens  in  1821,  Alfred  Ash- 
ley began  a  clearing  on  the  North  Branch, 
and,  together  with  Horace  Cady,  who  came 
from  Genesee  county  and  took  up  lands  in 
^iaeonib  adjoining,  built  a  dam  and  erected 
a  s:nv  mill,  which  Mr.  Cadv  ran  during  the 
winter  of  1821-2.     This  mill  was  located  on 


the  site  of  the  present  Henewith  mill  and 
has  been  called  Ashley's  Mills  and  Haskin's 
Jlills.  This  is  located  really  on  the  Macomb 
side  of  the  town  line.  In  1822,  a  sufficient 
addition  was  built  to  accommodate  a  run  of 
stone  for  a  grist  mill. 

In  June,  1831,  Peter  Atwood  came  to  Mt. 
Clemens  from  Genesee  county,  N.  T.,  and  be- 
gan a  clearing  on  the  farm  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  township,  later  known  as  the 
Edgerly  farm  and  still  later  as  the  Israel 
T.  Parker  farm.  He  built  a  log  house  which 
stood  until  1833.  In  the  Fall,  his  family 
came  on  from  Canada,  coming  up  the  Lake 
Shore  from  Detroit  and  finding  the  home  by 
a  blazed  line  through  tlje  forest.  Mr.  At- 
wood and  his  family  have  played  no  small 
part  in  the  history  of  this  locality.  A  more 
detailed  mention  of  his  family  will  be  found 
in  another  chapter.  Ilis  wife  was  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Cady,  a  native  of  Windham,  Ct.. 
who  died  hi  Cincinnati  in  1807.  With  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atwood  came  three  of  the  children 
of  Joseph  Cady,  viz.,  Chauncey  G.  Cady, 
Horace  H.  Cady  and  Lucy,  who  afterwards 
married  Silas  Halsey.  Peter  Atwood  died 
in  1826  and  the  farm  was  later  sold  to  James 
C.  Edgerly  who  made  his  home  there  until 
his  death,  November  13th,  1856.  Another 
beginning  on  the  turnpike  was  made  by  Hez- 
ekiah  Canfield  on  the  property  next  north 
of  the  present  city  limits. 

To  the  southwest  of  Mt.  Clemens,  the  earli- 
est settlements,  out.«ide  of  Frederick  are  be- 
lieved to  be  those  of  the  Sackett  and  Miller 
families  tin  the  south  branch  and  Red  Rnn. 
Lemuel  Sackett  and  John  Miller,  his  father- 
in-law  came  from  Monroe  conuty.  N.  Y..  in 
1828  and  selected  spots  npon  the  opposite 
banks  of  the  South  Branch.  The  following 
year,  Mr.  Sackett  moved  his  family  up  the 
river  on  a  sailboat  (the  Harriet),  towed  by 
one  horse,  Capt.  Atwood,  commander.  After 
stopping  five  days  at  the  Ashley  Tavern, 
they  occupied  a  log  house  at  Frederick  until 
their  own  was  ready  in  December.  Their 
nearest  neighbors  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river  were  at  Utica  and  Frederick.  John  Mil- 
ler was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  and  select- 
ed his  home  in  Clinton  at  the  same  time  that 
Lemuel  Sackett  did,  bnt  did  not  move  here 
with  his  family  until  a  year  or  two  later. 
Dykes  Miller,  for  a  long  time  prominent  in 
that  section,  was  one  of  his  sons  and  many 
of  his  descendants  are  still  residents  of  the 
county. 

As  has  been  noted  before,  a  Mr.  Tremble 
built  a  mill  at  Frederick  before  the  War  of 
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1B12,  and  Job  C.  Smith  biiiit  another  one  in 
1826.  The  water  from  the  mill  race  which 
he  had  dug,  undermined  the  mill  and  tipped 
it  over  into  the  race.  Later  Lautius  Haskin 
eame  to  this  country  in  1829,  bought  the 
wheel  and  crank  and  put  them  into  his  own 
mill. 

Of  the  Sackett  family,  four  brothers  eame 
into  the  county  from  New  York  state,  al- 
though originally  from  Conneetieut,  and 
each  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  Clinton  and  there  made 
their  permanent  homes.  Of  these  Noahdiah 
erected  the  first  grist  mill  at  Frederick  and 
also  operated  in  connection  with  it,  a  saw 
mill,  which  was  built  near  the  site  of  the 
Tremble  mill.  He  had  been  a  teacher  in  his 
eastern  home  and  continued  that  work  to 
some  extent  here.  His  son,  Oeorge  S.  Sack- 
ett, was  active  in  his  assistance.  The  de- 
scendants of  Noahdiah  Sackett  and  Daniel 
Sackett  seemed  to  have  all  drifted  away 
from  the  county.  The  families  of  Lemuel 
and  Ralph  Sackett,  however,  remained  and 
have  taken  an  active^^part  in  the  affairs  of 
the  county.  More  extended  notice  of  them 
will  be  found  elsewhere. 

In  1835,  Horace  Steevens  purchased  the 
holdings  of  Noahdiah  Sackett  in  the  miU 
property  and  the  dam  across  the  river  at- 
tached to  it.  Mr.  Steevens  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Clairinont  (now  Red-Hook-on-the- 
Iludson),  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
family  had  for  a  long  time  been  living  on 
the  far  famed  Livingston  manor.  Frederick 
S.  Steevens.  a  brother,  had  come  to  Detroit 
in  about  1824  and  became  financially  inter- 
ested in  the  Sackett  mill  property  and  lands 
thereabout.  The  Steevens  brothers  develop- 
ed the  mill  and  made  it  a  market  not  only  for 
the  wheat  grown  in  the  vicinity,  but  for 
wheat  brought  even  from  Canada.  They 
held  the  mill  until  about  1839,  when  through 
the  fact  that  Frederick  L.  Steevens  was  con- 
nected wrili  llir  Michigan  State  Bank  and 
had  secured  loans  npon  the  mill  property 
from  the  Bank,  the  mill  property  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  State  in  con- 
nection with  the  other  assets  of  the  Bank. 
During  the  Steevens  holding  of  the  property, 
however,  Alexander  II.  McKinstrey,  later 
Pension  Agent  at  Detroit  and  General  in  the 
United  States  Army,  had  been  one  of  the 
joint-owners. 

The  State  held  the  property  during  the 
time  when  active  work  was  being  done  upon 
the  building  of  the  canal,  and  at  one  time  an- 
ticipated making  a  profitable  property  out 


of  the  same  to  be  operated  in  conneetion 
with  the  canal.  When  it  became  apparent 
that  the  canal  was  to  be  a  failure  and  con- 
stant expense  of  repairs,  and  the  officials 
satisfied  that  the  mill  property  itself  was 
to  be  non-productive  to  the  state,  efforts 
were  made  to  dispose  of  the  property.  For 
two  years  after  the  state  took  the  title,  the 
property  produced  no  reveinie,  but  was  op- 
erated by  Mr.  David  French  of  Detroit.  The 
Auditor  General  of  the  State  on  January 
27th,  1842,  reported  that  improvements  were 
imder  way  at  the  time  the  property  was 
turned  over  by  the  state  bank  and  it  was 
found  that  in  all  probability  unless  the  im- 
provements were  completed,  the  mills  would 
go  to  ruin  and  an  arrangement  was  made 
with  French,  who  had  been  superintending 
the  improvements  up  to  that  time  to  com- 
plete the  same  under  the  arrangement  that 
he,  French,  should  have  the  use  of  the  mills 
a  sufficient  time  to  reimburse  himself.  Sub- 
sequently the  waters  ate  around  the  end  of 
the  dam  at  the  time  of  a  freshet  and  Mr. 
French  was  employed  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  Internal  Improvements  to  con- 
struct a  new  dam  across  the  river,  sufficient- 
ly large  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  canal 
and  mill  both.  Since  the  state  took  title  to 
the  land,  the  grist  mill  had  been  ojierated 
about  one-half  of  the  time,  and  was  in  good 
repair.  The  saw  mill,  however,  v^as  out  of 
repair  and  had  been  so  for  the  entire  period. 
Till-  Auditor  (J.-Tcral  also  i-eported  that  he 
has  leased  Ihe  mill  f(u-  i(!l.2(IO,l)()  pei-  anmun 
"to  an  individual  who  lost  his  life  on  board 
the  Erie  while  on  his  way  to  take  possession 
of  the  premises.  In  this  contract,  he  was  to 
repair  both  mills  and  deduct  the  cost  of  the 
rent  »  *  •  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  state  to  rent  it  until  a  more 
favorable  time  shall  arrive  for  sale.  There 
were  about  five  hundred  acres  of  land  besides 
which  might  be  rented  separately,  about  sixty 
acres  of  which  are  under  improvement."  A 
synopsis  of  a  report  from  Mr.  French,  which 
appears  with  the  Auditor  General's  report, 
shows  that  the  total  cost  of  repairs  up  to 
June  1st,  1842,  amounted  to  |3,198.20, 
and  that  his  charges  for  services  were 
$512.46.  That  the  receipts  of  the  mill  had 
amounted  to  |2,274.28.  According  to  a  re- 
port made  in  1844  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
assets  of  the  Bank,  C.  G.  Hammond,  J.  J- 
Adams,  and  R.  P.  Eldredge  (state  officials 
who  occupied  the  positions  of  Trustees  ex 
officio),  it  appears  that  upon  the  frhal  settle- 
ment with  Mr.  French,  there  was  still  due 
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him  oil  account  uf  his  sxpeiulitures  and  serv- 
ices nearly  a  thousand  dolJara  over  the  re- 
ceipts, and  that  when  the  Trustees  took  pos- 
session of  the  property  in  1842,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  repair  the  new  dam  at  an  expense  of 
over  )t-500.00.  That  the  freshet  of  1843  again 
carried  away  35,000  yards  of  earth  around 
the  head  i^'idcs  of  the  mill,  and  the  mill  being 
v)iliii'li~-,  inilil  this  breach  was  repaired,  up- 
w^u'In  r.r  si, 1(1(1.01)  additional  expense  was 
iiicucicd.  AciMU'diiis'y.  the  Trustees  at  once 
took  steps  kmking  to  the  disposal  of  the  prop- 
erty since  it  "had  already  cost  the  state 
more  than  it  was  worth,  and  so  long  as  it 
remained  its  property,  consumed  more  than 
its  income,"  The  property  was  leased  to 
Kibbee  (Porter)  and  Sackett  (Thomas  L.) 
for  three  years  coniineneing  April  15th,  1842. 
At  the  sale  of  state  lands  at  Marshall  in 
July,  1843,  the  property  was  offered  for 
sale,  hut  no  bids  obtained  for  it.  An  ap- 
praisal had  been  made  of  the  pro])ert:y  iit  the 
sum  of  S'5,000.00,  iiiclndiiifr  the  adjoining 
lands  above  referred  to.  After  the  -Inly 
sale,  "the  trustees  heiiifi;  of  the  ophiion  that 
ihc  true  interests  of  the  state  required  a  sale 
])fevi<ms  ti)  iuiolher  spring  freshet,"  made  a 
second  ;i]i]tr<iisal.  including  it  in  128  acres  of 
laiHl  soutli  of  the  canal  and  71  acres  north 
of  till'  ](iilllir;Hi<-h,  and  i)ffered  the  property, 
inclndiiiir  tiii-,  itniitiproved  land,  for 
i|'5.()iH},(IO,  I'lider  this  second  appraisal,  the 
property  was  dis]iosed  of  to  Samuel  Lewis, 
who,  however,  before  receiving  the  deed,  dis- 
posed of  his  rights  to  Porter  and  ITenr.v  (', 
Kibbee.  subject  to  the  [laviiieut  of  the  claims 
for  repairs,  and  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
Kibbee  aiKl  Sackett  le^isi'  and  the  lial)iiity 
of  the  slate  to  keep  up  tlie  repairs  during 
that  lease,  and  subject  also  to  the  claims  of 
one  Daniel  Thui'stoii  foi'  damages  on  account 
of  the  construction  of  the  new  dam.  This 
land  was  ottered  at  the  tiinc  of  the  sale  of 
school  laiids  at  Mt.  Clemens  in  October,  1843, 
and  notice  of  it  t,'iven  in  the  Deti-oit  Free 
frc'^s  and  Mi.  Cleniens  Patriot. 

The  trustees  were  evidently  subjected  to 
some  criticism  over  the  sale  since  they  were 
explicit  in  their  report  to  point  out  that 
ample  opportunity  was  given  everyone  to 
purchase,  and  that  no  hiirher  bids  could  be 
obtained:  that  the  property  had  been  and 
would  continue  to  be  a  burden  to  the  state. 
They  further  reported  that  they  considered 
the  state  fortunate  in  effecting  a  sale,  and 
that  in  their  opinion,  the  propert.v  brought 
all  that  it  was  worth  to  an.y  man,  they  being 
'"confirmed  i!i  lliat  opinion  by  the  fact  that 


with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Kibbee,  not  one 
individual  of  Macomb  county,  where  the 
property  was  known  and  appreciated, 
deemed  it  an  object  to  be  at  the  sale.  All 
the  buainesa  men  of  capital  and  enterprise 
of  Mt.  Cleniens  in  the  vicinity  of  the  prop- 
erty knew  of  the  sale,  but  none  was  present ; 
and  even  Mr.  Kibbee,  the  lessee,  who  had 
every  facility  to  know  the  true  value  of  the 
property  would  not  bid  a  greater  price  than 
the  purchaser  paid." 

The  firm  of  Kibbee,  Kelly  &  Co.  ran  the 
mill  from  1843  until  they  sold  to  Thompson, 
Hart  &  Co.  The  former  firm,  made  up  of 
Porter  and  Henry  Kibbee  and  Isaac  Kell.y. 
father  of  Henry  Kelly  of  Mt.  Clemens,  built 
a  new  grist  mill,  and  the  Kibbees  after  they 
had  purchased  the  interest  of  Kelly,  built  a 
second  saw  mill.  During  the  time  the  mills 
were  operated  by  the  Kibbees,  they  were 
most  successful,  and  "Kibbees'  Mills"  was 
the  market  for  immense  crops  of  wheat  then 
raised  on  the  plains  of  the  western  part  of 
the  county,  and  Frederick  was  the  busiest 
market  and  shipping  point  in  the  county. 

Horace  Steevens  and  his  family  had  moved 
after  the  sale  of  their  interests  in  the  mill  to 
Pontiac,  but  returned  to  Frederick  in  1847, 
where  he  died  in  1849. 

Ill  -lune.  1837.  Frederick  11,  and  Horace 
Steevens  had  platted  the  "Village  of  Freder- 
ick, including  all  the  lands  included  in  the 
big  oxbow  bend  formed  by  the  river  and 
the  south  branch,  and  much  of  the  land  ly- 
ing on  the  Romeo  Flank  and  River  Roads, 
A  bridge  appears  just  above  the  mill  race, 
a  little  further  up  the  river  than  the  present 
Hacker  bridge.  Three  other  bridges  appear 
to  have  been  planned  across  the  river.  The 
site  of  the  mill  is  indicated  directly  opposite 
the  road  which  now  runs  north  from  the 
home  of  Major  Jenney.  which  road  on  the 
map  was  continued  southerl,y  towards  De- 
troit, probably  about  along  the  line  of  the 
old  IMoravian  Road.  In  the  southern  part  of 
the  plat  appears,  about  where  is  now  the 
road  that  crosses  Harrington's  Creek,  some- 
times spoken  of  as  the  Olen  Road,  a  highway 
marked  "road  to  Lake  St.  Clair."  The  Little 
Road  running  north  was  marked  "road  to 
St.  Clair."  The  Shelby  Road  (Cass  avenue) 
also  appears  as  does  a  road  close  to  the  river 
bank,  which  is  marked  as  road  to  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. The  site  of  the  saw  miU  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  mill  race  is  marked  directly  op- 
posite the  flouring  mill.  Another  mill  site 
and  yard  are  marked  just  at  the  sharp  turn 
in  the  south  branch  near  the  high  bank  on 
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thi'  Kiver  road.  Another  suggestion  of  the 
dreaoiis  of  the  proprietors  is  contained  in  the 
lines  marked  "railroad  from  Frederick  to 
Lalce  St.  Clair  four  miles"  and  "proposed 
railroad  to  intersect  the  Utica  &  Detroit 
Railroad."  During  the  excitement  over  the 
])roposed  canal,  a  large  hotel  was  huilt  as  a 
private  enterprise  by  Engineer  Hurd  on  a  lot 
close  to  where  the  canal  was  expected  to 
cross  the  south  branch  to  the  main  river,  and 
many  lots  were  auctioned  off  in  Detroit  to 
land  speculators.  This  hotel  was  rented 
later  for  school  and  a  store  was  also  run  in 
a  portion  of  it,  at  one  time. 

The  firm  of  Thompson,  Hart  &  Co.,  was 
iiiaJe  up  of  men  from  Buffalo  and  Black 
Rock,  N.  T.  They  operated  the  mills  mitil 
they  were  burned  in  1852.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  the  man  on  the  ground  in  charge  of  the 
property.  The  mill  at  the  time  was  idle,  but 
a  large  stock  of  flour  was  still  stored  in  it. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  remained  a  mystery. 

From  Henry  H.  Steevens,  the  writer  has 
obtained  the  following  as  his  memory  of 
the  buildings  in  Frederick  in  1847.  The 
grist  mill,  two  saw  mills,  pump  factory,  a 
chair  factory,  a  large  store  house  (old  mill 
building),  a  cooper  shop  where  nine  coopers 
were  employed,  a  grocery  near  the  mill,  two 
blacksmith  shops.  Judge  Steevens'  large 
house  built  in  1837  {now  the  home  of  Major 
Jenney),  the  hotel  which,  however,  was  not 
Tised  as  a  hotel  until  after  the  new  dam  was 
built  when  it  was  occupied  by  Ralph  Saek- 
ett,  the  dwellings  of  the  families  of  Wins- 
low,  Hancock  and  Brandy  {father  of  the 
late  Alvin  Brandy  of  Mt.  Clemens),  and  sev- 
eral more  cottages  which  were  located  near 
the  Harrington  house,  now  the  home  of  Isaac 
Williams.  The  new  saw  mill  ran  for  several 
years  after  the  burning  of  the  grist  mill,  but 
the  glory  of  Frederick  had  departed. 

Another  lost  village  of  Clinton  is  Marcel- 
lus,  platted  by  Green  Freeman  iu  1838  along 
each  side  of  the  Gratiot  Turnpike  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Clinton.  Hayes  street 
along  the  river  east  of  Gratiot  divided  the 
"Mill  Property"  into  two  sections  and  the 
other  fifty-six  lots  were  platted  along  Canal, 
Green,  Church  and  Gratiot  streets.  The  site 
was  part  of  the  farm  located  by  Joseph 
Hayes,  who  came  there  in  1819,  and  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  August,  1845.  His 
son,  John,  also  lived  and  died  there.  One 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  March  1st, 
1831,  Ca.pt.  James  C.  Allen,  step-son  of  Chris- 
tian Clemens,  and  was  the  mother  of  Mary, 
the  first  wife  of  Fred  Lewis  (son  of  William 


Lewis,  and  later  prominent  in  newspaper 
circles  of  the  Saginaw  Valley),  and  of  Ma- 
tilda, wife  of  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  whilom 
one  of  Mt.  Clemens'  most  prominent  attor- 
neys. Another  daughter,  Abagail,  in  1827, 
married  Richard  Butler,  one  of  Mt.  Clemens' 
earliets  lawyers  and  was  the  mother  of  Mil- 
ton K.  Butler. 

The  Village  of  Marcellus  never  attained 
much  metropolitan  airs,  although  it  once 
boasted  of  a  saw  mill,  a  store  and  black- 
smith shop  and  aspired  to  be  a  station  on 
the  Frederick  and  Lake  St.  Clair  Railroad. 

Cady  is  the  postoffice  of  a  settlement  that 
grew  up  around  the  crossing  of  the  Detroit 
&  Utica  Plank  Road  by  the  River  Road  from 
Mt.  Clemens  through  Frederick  to  the  south- 
west part  of  the  county.  It  was  so  named  be- 
cause the  residence  of  Chauncey  G.  Cady 
was  near  by.  It  has  for  years  had  a  store 
and  tavern,  and  for  sometime  a  mill?  station, 
which  has  afforded  an  additional  drawing 
card  for  the  surrounding  farmers. 

The  City  of  Warsaw  platted  by  Leander 
Tromble  abotit  the  depot  grounds  of  the  new 
Grand  Trunk  Railroad  in  August  of  1862 
soon  became,  as  it  properly  should,  a  part  of 
Mt.  Clemens. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  township 
who  bought  government  lands,  besides  those 
already  referred  to,  were  Jesse  Ferris  in  sec- 
tion 1  in  1830;  the  Pox  and  Williams  fami- 
lies in  sections  8  and  9 ;  George  and  Allen  Me- 
Comber,  who  bought  in  section  28  in  1835, 
and  in  section  29  in  1831  respectively ;  Bar- 
nard Sweeney  in  section  31  in  1835 ;  Evert 
J.  Walderon  in  section  32  in  1834 ;  and  Vin- 
son Seelye  (father  of  Mrs.  Frank  Rutter  of 
Mt.  Clemens),  in  section  34  in  1835. 

The  schools  of  Clinton  Township  are  now 
well  provided,  for  in  seven  districts  aside 
from  Mt,  Clemens  District,  with  property  es- 
timated worth  $7,150.00.  $2,458.00  was  ex- 
pended for  educational  purposes  in  1904. 
The  Directors  in  the  various  districts  in 
1905  are  Robert  Fox,  Arthur  Fox,  Julius 
Kandt,  Charles  Faulman,  Fred  Hummel, 
Charles  Lodewick  and  Eugene  Mouiileseaux. 

Slip er visors  of  Clinton  Township  have 
been,  Job  C.  Smith,  1827;  James  Connor, 
1828;  Harvey  Cook,  1829;  John  Stockton, 
1830-32 ;  Christian  Clemens,  1833-34 ;  Rodney 
0.  Cooley,  1835 ;  Richard  Butler,  1836 ;  Rod- 
ney 0.  Cooley,  1837;  Richard  Butler,  1838; 
Preseott  B.  Thurston,  1839;  Chauncey  G. 
Cady,  1840 ;  Isaac  J.  Grovier,  1841 ;  Richard 
Butler,  1842 ;  Porter  Kibbee.  1843-44 ;  David 
Shook,  1845-8:  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  1849; 
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Ch«i-les  H.  Carey,  1850;  Chauneey  G.  Cady, 
1851 ;  Westley  Hinman,  1852-3 ;  Lemuel  Sack- 
ett,  1854-5;  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  1856; 
John  I.  Traver,  1857-8 ;  Thomas  L.  Sackett, 
1859-61 ;  Joshua  B.  Dickenson,  1862 ;  August 
Czizek.  1863-4;  Thos.  L.  Sackett,  1865-7; 
John  I.  Traver,  1868;  Thomas  L.  Sackett, 
1869;  George  W.  Robertson,  1870-74;  Jud- 
son  S.  Parrar,  1875-78;  Alfred  W.  Little, 
1879;  William  A.  Rowley,  1880-82;  John 
Priehs,  1883-90;  Wm.  Rowley,  1891-4;  Henry 
Cadow,  1895-8;  Otto  Duekwitz,  1899-1905. 

The  Clerks  of  the  township  have  been 
Thos.  Ashley  and  Alfred  Ashley,  1827 ;  Rob- 
ert P.  Eldredge,  1828 ;  Richard  Butler,  1829- 
31 ;  R«dney  O.  Cooley,  1832-34 ;  Blisha  L.  At- 
kins, 1835;  Preseott  B.  Thurston,  1836-38; 
Henry  D.  Terry,  1839;  Ira  Stout,  1840-41; 
Giles  Hubbard,  1842;  Ira  Stout,  1843-45;  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  1846;  Sam  B.  Axtell, 
1847 ;  Jesse  Kibbee,  1848 ;  Edward  Fishpool, 
1849-50 ;  George  Seott  (father  of  Capt.  Syd 
Hcott),  1851-56;  Charles  B.  Lee,  1857;  Theo. 
0.  Leonard,  1858;  George  Seott,  1859-60 
Abram  Wise,  1861:  George  Scott,  1862-65 
Charles  Wood,  1866;  P.  H.  Bentley,  1867 
George  Pelton,  1868-70;  John  Trevidick, 
1871;  Henry  W.  Babeoek,  1872-78;  Joseph 
Immens,  1879;  Leslie  11.  Duncan,  1880;  John 
T.  Weiss,  1881-84;  Robert  E.  Miller,  1885-86: 
•John  Charbeneau,  1887;  Alfred  W.  Little. 
1888-92;  John  H.  Rector,  1893-4;  Peter  S. 
Greiner,  1895-97;  Louis  Priehs,  1898-1900; 
Robert  Pox,  1901-1903;  J.  J.  Qiiinn,  1904; 
Burt  H.  Coulon,  1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been 
William  H.  Warner,  1839 ;  Charles  A.  Emer- 
son, 1840-41;  Eleazer  L.  Goodman,  1842; 
Sylvanns  Leonard,  1843-5;  William  Roy, 
1846:  (leorge  Dixon.  1847;  Hiram  Bentley, 
1848-49 ;  Harvey  Kibbee,  1850-51 ;  Denis  Mc- 
Ciitl'rey.  1852-3:  James  Fenton,  1854;  John 
Barry,  1855:  Varnum  Lnfkin,  1856-7;  Myron 
White,  1858-9;  August  Czizek,  1860-62;  Ru- 
dolph Steiger,  1863-4;  John  C.  Reimold, 
1865-67;  Casper  Peters.  1868-69;  Edward 
Tremble,  1870-1;  Traugott  Lungershausen. 
1872-73:  Victor  A.  Moross,  1874-76;  William 
E.  Hall,  1877:  Geo.  A.  Pelton,  1878;  John  V. 
Wiegand,  1879-80 ;  John  Priehs,  1881-2 ;  Rob- 
ert Jean,  1833-4:  John  Zoeling,  1885-6;  Sam- 
uel Waldron,  1887-88:  Geo.  M.  Greiner,  1889- 
90:  John  Platz,  1891-2;  Fred  Weier,  1893-4: 
Fred  J.  Ahrens,  1895-6 ;  Fred  Weier,  1897-8 ; 
—1901-2 :  Wm.  Nieke,  1899-00 ;  Lonis  Priehs, 
1903-4;  Chas.  Sehroeder,  Jr.,  1905. 


POPULATION. 

1837  1193 

1840  1115 

1845  1754 

1850  2130 

1854  2490 

1860  2893 

1864  2667 

1870  3588 

1874  4265 

Mt.  Clemens  taken  out  in  1879. 

1880  2000 

1884  1910 

1890  1819 

1894  1874 

1900  1825 

1904  1827 

ASSESSED  VAI.l'ATlON. 

1842  $   53,263.20 

1846  92,371.00 

1851  113,586.00 

1856  588,240.00 

1861  513,815.00 

1866  582,090.00 

1871  672,850.00 

1876  740,000.00 

1881  894,000.00 

1886  820,000.00 

1891  830,000.00 

1896  905,000.00 

1901  1,065,000.00 


CHAPTER  XL 

TOWNSHIP  OP  HARBISON. 

Much  of  the  early  settlement  of  this  town- 
ship already  appears  on  the  chapter  on  the 
early  French  settlers,  and  many  of  its  in- 
habitants are  also  referred  to  in  connection 
with  the  history  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  yet 
much  remains  that  could  be  told  of  this  local- 
ity and  its  sturdy  pioneers. 

The  earliest  English  settler  of  whom  we 
have  much  knowledge  was  William  Tiicker, 
who  settled  on  what  was  afterwards  private 
claim  147,  in  the  spring  of  1784,  having  been 
in  1780  given  a  deed  of  the  entire  tract  sur- 
rounding that  spot  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Chip- 
pewas  as  a  reward  for  his  kindness  and 
friendship,  which  he  had  shown  the  Indians. 
William  Tucker  was  bom  in  New  Jersey,  but 
tradition  has  it  recorded,  that  his  father's 
family  were  living  near  Stover's  Town  in 
Virginia  at  the  time  the  Chippewas  made 
one  of  their  periodical  raids  upon  the  settle- 
ments of  that  state.     When  he  was  eleven 
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years  old,  he  and  his  fathei"  and  brother 
Joseph  were  attacked  by  the  Indians  while 
on  the  road,  the  father  killed  and  two  sons 
made  captive  and  brought  to  the  Indian 
camp  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  "William 
appears  to  have  been  bought  by  an 
Indian  by  the  name  of  We-kan-nis,  to 
whom  he  fortunately  ran  for  protection 
when  the  Indians  began  his  death  song. 
We-kan-nis  brought  the  boy  with  his  other 
prisoners  to  Detroit  and  kept  him  captive 
for  seven  years,  when  he  gave  him  his  lib- 
erty. "While  the  Tucker  brothers  were  kept 
prisoners,  they  made  frequent  trips  on  the 
lakes  to  Cleveland  and  to  Mackinaw,  and 
tlie  winters  were  spent  in  hunting  and  trap- 
ping, the  fur  trade  then  being  the  chief 
source  of  revenue  with  which  the  Indians 
could  purchase  iire  water.  It  was  on  one 
of  these  trips  that  the  elder  brother  was  lost 
in  the  northern  part  of  Lalie  Huron. 

During  the  Poiitiac  War,  William  Tucker 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  English  command- 
ant. Major  Gladwin,  a  circumstance  most 
fortunate  for  the  British  forces  then  be- 
seiged  at  that  point.  Tucker  was  treated  by 
the  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  which  he  had  long 
been  a  captive  like  a  brother,  and  this  gave 
him  opportunity  for  frequent  visits  to  the 
family  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  dur- 
ing his  captivity.  This  family  were  camped 
just  a  short  distance  below  the  fort  on  this 
side  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  conspiracy 
of  Pontiac,  when  the  fall  of  Detroit  was  so 
shrewdly  planned  by  that  crafty  Indian  chief. 
On  one  of  these  visits,  he  announced  his  in- 
tention to  take  a  hunting  trip  and  tried  to 
persuade  one  of  his  Indian  brothers  to  ac- 
company him,  and  also  spoke  of  his  intention 
of  crossing  the  river  to  the  general  eamp  of 
Indians  there,  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
some  moccasins  from  an  Indian  squaw  fa- 
mous for  her  skill  in  the  manufacture. 
After  leaving  the  eamp  to  return  to  the  fort, 
he  was  followed  by  his  Indian  sister,  who 
earnestly  besought  him  to  abandon  the  in- 
tended visit  across  the  river  and  to  take 
some  moccasins  which  she  had  made  and  at 
once  start  upon  his  hunting  trip.  Earnest 
solicitation  on  his  part,  finally  procured  from 
her  a  disclosure  of  the  intention  of  Pontiac 
to  obtain  entrance  into  the  fort  at  Detroit 
under  the  plea  of  holding  a  council,  and  once 
inside  to  massacre  the  entire  garrison,  and 
thus  break  the  power  of  the  British  in  and 
about  Detroit.  The  information  which  Mr. 
Tucker  was  thereby  able  to  give  to  Major 
Gladwin,  enabled  the  commandant  to  take 


8t«ps  of  precaution  and  to  defeat  the  nefari- 
ous designs  of  Pontiac. 

For  some  time  after  this  war.  Tucker  was 
employed  by  Meldrum,  the  Scottish  fur  mer- 
chant at  Detroit  as  a  trader  with  the  In- 
dians. In  the  summer  of  1773,  he  returned 
on  a  visit  to  his  old  home,  and  on  August 
8th  of  that  year  married  at  Stover's  Town, 
Catherine  Hezel.  After  his  marriage,  he  re- 
turned to  Detroit  and  lived  there  until  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  It  is  stated 
that  he  declined  to  take  an  active  part  as  a 
combatant  against  the  Americans  in  that 
war,  but  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Eng- 
lish as  an  Indian  interpreter.  In  the  records 
of  the  British  post  at  Detroit,  there  are  many 
references  to  the  service  of  Mr.  Tucker  as 
the  interpreter  for  the  Ottawas  and  Chip- 
pewas.  He  could  speak  many  Indian  dia- 
lects and  became  a  man  of  much  influence 
among  the  natives.  He  was  ever  watchful 
of  any  attempt  to  defraud  the  Indians  by 
deceit  and  always  faithful  in  his  own  deal- 
ings with  them.  On  the  22d  of  September, 
1780,  the  Chippewa  chiefs  rewarded  him  for 
his  kindness  and  faithfulness  to  the  Indian 
interests,  by  giving  him  a  deed  in  the  name 
of  their  tribe  of  a  large  tract  of  land  lying 
between  Lake  St.  Clair,  the  Hiiron  river  and 
the  River  aux  Vase.  The  deed  was  written 
on  a  parchment  and  drawn  up  by  T.  Williams 
at  Detroit  and  signed  by  ten  of  the  Indian 
chiefs  at  Detroit,  As  it  may  well  be  taken 
to  illustrate  the  Indian  deeds  of  which  there 
are  many  and  has  been  preserved  as  a  relic 
in  the  Tucker  family,  we  here  set  it  out  in 
full,  except  the  totems  by  which  the  Indians 
signed : 

"Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that 
we,  the  Chiefs  and  principal  leaders  of  the 
Ochipwe  Nations  of  Indians  at  Detroit,  for 
ourselves  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  whole  of  our  said  Nation,  in 
consideration  of  the  good  will,  love,  and  af- 
fection which  we  and  the  whole  of  said  Na- 
tion have  and  bear  unto  William  Tucker  of 
Detroit,  and  also  for  Divers  other  good 
causes  and  considerations  unto  us  the  said 
chiefs  and  rest  of  our  Nation  hereunto  mov- 
ing, have  given,  granted,  aliened,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  and  by  these  preesnts  do  give, 
grant,  alien,  enfeoff  and  confirm  unto  the 
said  William  Tucker  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  River  Huron  and  a  little 

river  in  the  Bay,  being acres  or  ar- 

pents  in  front  and  two  hundred  in  depth; 

bounded  on  the by  said  small  river, 

and  on  the by  said  Rivor  Huron,  the 
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whole  containing acres    or    arpents, 

more  or  less,  with  all  and  singular  the  appur- 
tenances, etc.,  unto  the  said  Tract  of  Land 
appertaining  or  in  any  wise  belonging  and 
the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and 
remainders,  rents  and  services  of  the  said 
i'remises,  also  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  in- 
terest, property,  claim  or  demand  whatever 
of  us  the  said  chief  or  of  anyone  whatever 
of  the  said  Nation  of  and  in  and  to  the  said 
Messuage  and  Premises  and  of,  in  and  to 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
Jlessuage,  tenements,  lands,  hereditaments 
and  premises  hereby  given  and  granted  or 
mentioned  or  intended  to  be  given  and 
granted  unto  the  said  William  Tucker,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  to  the  only  proper  use  and 
behoof  of  him,  the  said  William  Tucker,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  and  the  said  chiefs 
for  themselves  and  in  behalf  of  the  whole  of 
their  Nation,  their  lieirs,  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators do  covenant  promise  and  grant 
to  and  with  the  said  William  Tucker,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  by  these  Presents  that  he 
the  said  William  Tucker,  shall  and  lawfully 
may  from  henceforth  and  forever  after 
peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  occupy, 
possess  and  enjoy  the  said  messuage  or  Tene- 
ments, Lands,  Hereditaments  and  Premises 
hereby  given  and  granted  or  mentioned  or 
intended  to  be  given  and  granted,  with  their 
and  every  of  their  Appurtenances  free,  clear 
and  discharge  well  and  sufficiently  saved, 
kept  harmless  and  indemnified  of,  from  and 
against  all  former  and  other  rights,  grants, 
bargains,  sales,  jointures,  feoffments.  Dow- 
ers, estates,  entails,  rents  and  rent  charges, 
arrearage  of  rents,  statutes,  judgments, 
recognizances,  statutes  merchant,  and  of  the 
staple  extents,  and  of,  from  and  against  all 
former  and  other  sales,  troubles,  and  incum- 
brances whatever  had,  done  or  suffered,  or 
to  be  had,  done  or  suffered  by  them  the  said 
chiefs,  or  by  anyone  whatever  of  the  said 
Nation,  their  heirs,  executors  or  administra- 
tors, or  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully 
claiming  or  to  claim  by,  from  or  under  them 
or  any  or  either  of  them.  And  by  these 
Presents  do  make  this  our  Act  and  Deed  ir- 
revocably under  any  pretence  whatever,  and 
have  put  the  said  William  Tucker  in  full 
possession  and  seizin  by  delivering  him  a 
piece  of  said  tract  of  Lands  on  the  premises. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  the  said  chiefs,  for 
ourselves,  and  on  behalf  of  our  whole  Na- 
tion of  Ochipwes,  have  unto  these  presents 
sot  the  marks  of  oiu'  different  Tribes  at  De- 


troit the  twenty  second  day  of  September, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  third  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland  King,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty — 
1780. 

(Signed)  Chemokiman,  Couchithouni,  Aai- 
mithens,  Koneckoac,  Ma.skeash,  Assebat, 
Minas,  Wetmassow,  Paothineous  and  Natm- 
gee.     (With  totems  attached.) 

I,  the  subscriber,  do  hereby  certify  that 
the  above  mentioned  lands  were  a  voluntary 
gift,  and  that  the  Chiefs  made  the  marks  of 
the  different  tribes  in  my  presence  at  Detroit 
the  twenty-second  day  of  September,  1780. 
T.  Williams,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

This  deed  was  not  approved  or  authorized 
by  the  English  authorities  nor  recognized  by 
the  American  authorities  as  of  any  validity, 
and  the  rights  of  the  Tucker  family  to  the 
lands  which  they  secured  in  Harrison  and 
Chesterfield,  were  based  upon  their  long  oc- 
cupation and  improvement  of  the  same. 

At  the  close  of  the  War,  Mr.  Tucker  set- 
tled upon  the  north  bank  of  the  Huron  river 
on  this  land  deeded  to  him  by  the  Indians 
and  built  a  large  double  house  of  hewn  logs, 
one  and  one-half  stories  high,  and  at  onee 
commenced  the  clearing  up  and  cultivation 
of  the  farm.  He  made  a  specialty  of  raising 
tobacco,  as  he  had  been  conversant  with  its 
culture  in  Virginia.  On  his  return  from 
Virginia  after  his  marriage  he  had  brought 
a  family  of  slaves,  consisting  of  father  and 
mother  and  several  children,  whom  he  kept 
with  him  for  some  time  upon  his  Harrison 
farm.  In  the  course  of  time  these  negroes 
made  their  escape,  fording  the  Clinton  river 
about  where  Breitmeyer's  flower  gardens  are 
now  located  and  went  to  Canada  by  way  of 
Detroit.  In  1807,  a  suit-at-law  took  place 
in  the  Court  sitting  in  Detroit  which  in  view 
of  the  provision  of  the  ordinance  establish- 
ing the  Northwest  Territory  forbidding  slav- 
ery, is  novel  and  interesting.  Catharine 
Tucker,  widow  of  William,  was  required  on 
habeas  corpus  to  answer  for  the  detention 
of  Elizabeth  and  Scipio  Denison  before 
Judge  Woodward  in  Detroit.  She  testified 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  held  as  slaves 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the  military 
post  at  Detroit  in  1796,  and  that  under  the 
terms  of  Jay's  treaty,  this  property  was  as- 
sured to  her  in  spite  of  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  The  case  was  decided 
Dec.  23d,  1807,  by  Judge  Woodward  up- 
holding the  contention  of  Mrs.  Tucker.     A 
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few  days  after,  ajiplieation  was  made  by 
some  Canadian  slave  owners  for  the  arrest 
and  delivery  of  some  o£  their  slaves  who  had 
escaped,  and  it  was  held  that  no  obligation 
rested  upon  the  public  authorities  to  aid  in 
the  recapture  of  fugitives  from  a  foreign 
jurisdiction.  The  import  of  this  latter  de- 
cision was  undoubtedly  conveyed  by  some 
of  their  friends  to  Mrs.  Tucker's  slaves  and 
resulted  in  their  crossing  the  river  into  Can- 
ada, where,  it  being  a  poor  rule  that  does 
not  work  both  ways,  they  were  assured  of 
retaining  their  liberty.  Somewhat  later, 
these  slaves  eame  back  into  America  and  re- 
mained with  some  of  Detroit's  prominent 
families  for  years  and  one  of  them  at  least 
accumulated  considerable  property. 

William  Tucker  died  March  7th,  1805,  in 
his  Harrison  home.  His  widow  Catharine 
lived  to  a  great  age  and  died  in  1848.  A  fam- 
ily of  six  boys  and  one  daughter  were  reared 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker.  The  daughter 
married  Robert  Little,  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  The  sons  were  named 
William,  who  received  private  claim  146, 
Henry,  John,  who  received  private  claim  144, 
Edward,  who  received  private  claim  145,  and 
Jacob  and  Charles  who  received  private 
claim  147  subject  to  the  use  of  the  same  by 
their  mother  for  her  lifetime.  These  claims 
were  granted  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
will  of  William  Tucker,  and  upon  the  rights 
established  by  the  long  occupation  and  im- 
provement of  them  by  him.  Charles  Tucker, 
the  youngest,  obtained  the  homestead  where 
his  father  had  started,  and  it  is  among  the 
very  earliest  recollections  of  the  writer  of 
seeing  him  there,  an  aged  and  decrepit  man 
(if  80  years.  He  was  the  father  of  eight  ehil-- 
dren,  of  whom  Calhoun  Tucker  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, whose  biography  will  be  found  else- 
where in  this  work,  is  the  sole  survivor.  The 
old  homestead  was  occupied  for  years  by 
three  of  the  children  who  never  married, 
Frank,  Delia  and  Helen,  and  was  recently 
sold  to  John  Irwin  and  Amond  Touscany  by 
the  Administrator  of  Frank  K.  Tucker's  Es- 
tate. 

John  Tucker,  the  son  of  William,  who  was 
bom  November  12th,  1784,  was  undoubtedly 
the  first  male  white  child  born  in  the  county, 
whose  parents  were  both  English.  He  was 
the  father  of  Edward  J.  Tucker,  who  for  a 
long  time  ran  a  lime  kiln  in  Mt.  Clemens;  of 
David  Tucker,  who  lived  in  Harrison,  south 
of  the  river;  of  Henry  Tucker,  the  father 
of  Capts.  John  and  Albert  Tucker ;  of  Mrs. 
Culver  and  Mrs.  Weiss  and  of  John  Tucker, 


the  father  of  Mrs.  Henry  Little  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens. Another  son  of  John  Tucker,  was  Will- 
iam, the  father  of  Morris  Tucker,  who  still 
occupies  a  portion  of  the  land  granted  to 
John  Tucker,  lying  between  the  two  Jobse 
farms  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river. 

The  first  school  organized  in  the  county 
was  that  organized  in  Harrison  in  1794  un- 
der the  charge  of  Joseph  Rowe  in  a  room  in 
William  Tucker's  residence.  The  teacher's 
wages  were  $10.00  per  month  with  board, 
washing  and  mending  included.  Mr.  Rowe 
remained  in  this  vicinity  about  ten  years 
and  aside  from  his  duties  as  pedagogue  he 
was  sometimes  called  upon  to  conduct 
funeral  services,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel 
were  then  distant  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
After  the  war  of  1812  when  the  white  inhabit- 
ants could  again  return  to  their  settlements 
with  safety,  a  school  house  was  built  near 
the  residence  of  the  late  Lafayette  Tucker 
(son  of  Charles  Tucker).  This  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  first  school  house  erected 
in  the  county  and  was  first  occupied  by  Ben- 
jamin P.  Dod^e.  Richard  Butler,  the  old 
time  Mt.  Clemens  lawyer,  taught  school  there 
as  early  as  1824  and  Dr.  Henry  Taylor,  one 
of  Mt.  Clemens'  earliest  physicians  in  1827, 
also  wielded  the  birch  there  during  his  first 
years  in  the  county.  The  school  drew  pupils 
from  a  long  distance,  Henry  Harrington  com- 
ing from  as  far  as  Fi-ederick.  Another  of 
the  earliest  schools  of  the  county  was  taught 
at  the  house  of  William  Tucker  by  Robert 
Tate,  a  Scotchman.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  trace  the  growth  of  Harrison  schools  from 
that  time  on,  but  we  must  be  content  with 
showing  that  in  1904,  126  out  of  the  205 
children  of  school  age  were  enrolled  in  the 
schools  held  in  the  three  districts  of  the  town- 
ship. That  the  teacher's  wages  for  that  year 
for  the  nine  months  taught  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts, aggregated  $855.  The  estimated  value 
of  the  school  property  as  returned  is  $3,100. 
That  $1,267  was  expended  by  the  town  in 
educational  matters  during  that  year. 

Although  at  present  without  any  church 
building  within  its  limits,  Harrison  can  claim 
the  first  church  edifice  (except  the  Moravian 
chapel)  erected  in  the  county,  a  log  chapel 
having  been  built  on  the  river,  directly  oppo- 
site the  William  Tucker  property  as  early  as 
1806.  This  building  for  a  long  time  was  the 
center  of  a  Catholic  organization  in  the  coun- 
ty at  a  time  when  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population  were  devout  and  faithful  follow- 
ers of  the  Catholic  church,  as  have  been  their 
descendants  in  the  main  ever  since.     In  Har- 
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rison,  too,  was  probably  preached  the  first 
sei'iiions  given  by  Protestant  missionaries 
aside  from  the  Moravians.  A  Methodist 
clergyman  by  the  name  of  Case  occasionally 
came  from  Detroit  and  held  services  at  the 
house  of  William  Tucker.  A  Methodist  class 
was  organized  in  Harrison  in  1824. 

By  the  act,  organizing  tlie  township  of  Har- 
rison, the  first  meeting  was  appointed  to  be 
held  on  the  last  Monday  of  May,  1827,  at  the 
house  of  Charles  Peltier,  Jr.  At  that  meet- 
ing, "William  Meldrum  was  chosen  moderator 
and  Henry  Taylor  clerk.  The  election  then 
held  resulted  in  a  tie  vote  on  the  ofBee  of 
supervisor,  and  a  special  election  was  held 
June  9,  following,  which  resulted  in  the  se- 
lection of  Henry  Taylor.  At  the  regular  elec- 
tion, James  Meldnim  was  chosen  clerk,  Jacob 
Tucker,  collector,  Charles  Tucker,  B.  Thomas, 
and  F.  Lahadie  commissioners  of  highway, 
Charles  Peltier,  Sr.,  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
John  B.  Chapman,  constable.  Since  that  time 
the  following  officers  have  been  elected: 

Supervisors— Henry  Taylor,  1827-28 ;  Jacob 
Tucker,  1829-37;  David  Lyon,  1838;  George 
Kellogg,  1839 ;  Heman  Beal,  1840 ;  Henry  J. 
Tucker,  1841;  Henry  Teats.  1842-44;  William 
J.  Tucker,  1845-47;  Antoine  Chortier,  1848; 
Alonzo  A.  Goodman,  1849;  Robert  Teats, 
1850-54:  William  J.  Tucker,  1855-60;  Alonzo 
A.  Goodman,  1861-62;  Edward  Teats,  1863; 
William  J.  Tucker,  1864-67;  Edward  Teats, 
1868-72 ;  Frederick  C.  Porton,  1873-74 ;  John 
Feller,  1875-76;  Edward  Teats,  1877-82; 
Henry  Campeau,  1883-87;  Chas.  Mooney, 
1888-92;  Jno.  Irwin,  1893-02;  Joseph  Hatzen- 
bnhler,  1903 ;  Jom  Irwin,  1904-5. 

Clerks— James  JWeldrmn.  1827-32;  Valor- 
ous Maynard,  1834;  Robert  Meldrum,  1835- 
37;  A.  C.  Hatch,  1839;  A.  W.  Flagg,  1840; 
Henry  Teats,  1841 ;  Henry  J.  Tucker,  1842 ; 
Robert  Teats,  1844-45;  Alonzo  A.  Goodman, 
1847;  Robert  Teats,  1848:  Jacob  Tucker, 
1850;  David  Tucker,  1851-52;  Henry  Van 
Allen,  1854-55 ;  Rudolph  Stieger,  1857 ;  Robert 
Teats,  1858-59;  Edward  Teats,  1860-61; 
Wimon  Rackham,  1863-66;  Desitee  Chortier, 
1867-69;  John  Feller,  1871;  Henry  Fries, 
1873 ;  Lemuel  M.  Saekett,  1875 ;  Henry  Cam- 
pau,  1876 ;  Stephen  Lawton,  1878-79 ;  Francis 
Chortier,  1881-83;  Chas.  A.  Winkler,  1884; 
Frank  N.  Chortier,  1885;  Fred  W.  Reimold, 
1886;  Jacob  Hatzenbuhler,  1887:  Thomas 
Shoemaker,  1888;  Joseph  A.  Tnrcotte,  1889- 
96 ;  Arthur  Teats,  1897-1900 ;  Henry  Reimold, 
1901 ;  Arthur  Teats,  1902-05. 


THE  CITY  OF  BBI-.VIDERE. 

In  1835  David  Conger  and  James  L.  Con- 
ger, of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  visited  this  county 
and  purchased  the  tracts  of  land  included  in 
the  private  claims  granted  to  Alexis  Peltier, 
Joseph  Robertjean  and  Ignace  Moross,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  north  bank,  and 
platted  there  a  village  which  they  fondly 
hoped  would  grow  to  be  one  of  the  main  ports 
of  the  great  lakes.  In  those  early  days,  the 
north  channel  of  the  St.  Clair  River  was  the 
most  available  one  for  boats  of  heavy  draft 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  River  was  not 
far  off  the  main  course  of  all  the  lake  vessels. 
Col.  James  L.  Conger,  whose  influence  was 
most  active  in  the  enterprise,  was  a  man  of 
fine  appearance,  engaging  manners.  fuU  of 
enthusiasm  and  sanguine  beyond  the  hounds 
of  reason.  He  was,  in  his  day  in  the  county, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
men.  lie  shares,  with  the  Honorable  Edgar 
Weeks,  the  honor  of  being  the  sole  representa- 
tives of  Macomb  county  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives,  having  been  elected  to  the 
dBce  of  Congressman  in  1850.  Under  the 
instructions  of  the  Congers,  Abel  Dickerson 
of  Ohio  surveyed  and  platted  a  city  of  mag- 
nificent proportions  upon  what  to  most  of  us 
has  been  known  only  as  marshy  land  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  on  the  north  bank.  Ijater 
a  supplemental  and  more  acciirate  plat  of  the 
city  was  made  by  Edward  B.  Blaekwell,  his 
survey  being  made  in  December,  1836.  A  thou- 
sand and  nine  lots  were  platted,  extending 
out  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to  the  site  of  the 
Mount  Clemens  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club, 
formerly  the  lighthouse.  Broad  streets  and 
avenues  were  laid  out,  with  squares  for  parks, 
in  which  they  expected  the  crowded  popula- 
tion of  future  years  would  be  able  to  find 
breathing  spaces.  Washington  Square  at  the 
intersection  of  Superior  street  and  Conger 
avenue  was  300  x  236  feet  and  Belvidere  Cen- 
ter, a  couple  of  blocks  to  the  north,  was  of  sim- 
ilar size.  A  proposed  canal  was  platted, 
which  contemplated  the  cutting  off  of  the  ox- 
bow bend  next  above  the  site  of  the  Belvidere 
tavern,  which  stood  on  almost  the  identical 
spot  where  William  Cottrell's  summer  resi- 
dence now  stands.  This  tavern  was  the  en- 
larged dwelling  of  Ignace  Moross  referred  to 
in  another  chapter.  Directly  across  Peck  street 
from  this  tavern  was  erected  a  large  ware- 
house, which  was  still  standing  within  the 
memory  of  the  writer.  Several  other  parties 
were  induced  to  join  in  the  venture  and  the 
Belvidere  Company  was  organized.  The  stock- 
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holders  of  this  company  were  Joseph  L.  Con- 
ger (who  had  purchased  the  interest  of  David 
Conger),  Thomas  L.  Peck,  Richard  Hussey, 
James  H,  Tallman,  Thomas  Balten,  Elizabeth 
Smith  and  Nelson  Oviatt.  A  sale  of  one  hun- 
dred village  lots  took  place  October  3,  1836, 
the  advertisement  for  which  was  scattered  at 
large  in  Cleveland  and  other  Ohio  cities.  This 
advertisement  so  well  sets  forth  the  hopes  and 
anticipations  of  the  projectors  of  our  lake 
city  that  we  may  be  pardoned  for  setting  it 
forth  in  full. 

BEI.VIDERK  CITY  1--0TS  AT  AFCTION. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1836,  wiU  be  sold,  at 
iULCtion,  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  re- 
."^erve,  about  100  village  lots,  situated  iu  said 
village,  comprising  many  of  the  best  water 
and  business  lots  in  the  place.  Also  that  new, 
large,  convenient  tavern-house  and  stand,  sit- 
uated in  said  village,  and  known  as  the  "Bel- 
videre  Hotel,"  now  occupied  by  A.  "Wilcox. 

Terms  of  Sale. — Twenty  per  cent  down,  and 
the  remainder  in  four  equal  payments  of  20 
per  cent  each,  payable  in  three,  six,  nine  and 
twelve  months  from  the  sale,  with  interest ;  to 
be  secured  by  good  and  approved  endorsed 
notes,  payable  at  bank.  The  purchaser  to  be 
entitled  to  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  on  the 
amount  of  said  notes  by  paying  all  the  money 
down  at  the  time  of  sale. 

The  sale  will  take  place  at  the  "Belvidere 
Hotel,"  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  on 
said  day,  and  continue  from  day  to  day,  if 
necessary,  until  the  sale  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  title  is  indisputable.  And  warranty 
deeds  will  be  given  so  soon  as  the  terms  of  sale 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Belvidere  is  situated  about  twenty-five  miles 
above  Detroit,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton 
River  at  its  entrance  into  Lake  St.  Clair,  in 
Macomb  county,  Michigan;  being  directly  on 
the  great  and  only  route  of  water  communica- 
tion with  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  whole  western 
country.  The  location  is,  beyond  all  qiies- 
tion,  one  01'  the  most  healthy  in  Michigan :  and 
the  surrounding  country  is  well  timbered  with 
the  finest  oak,  maple,  black  walnut,  white 
wood,  and  other  trees  to  be  found  in  America. 
In  fertility,  richness  and  depth,  the  soil  is 
not  surpassed  by  any  other  in  the  western 
states.  Along  the  margins  of  Lake  St.  Clair 
and  the  various  rivers,  this  country  has  been 
settled  and  well  improved  for  from  thirty  to 
sixty  years,  and  exhibits  some  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  world.  And  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years  a  flood  of  I'liiigrants  frooi  Now 


York  and  the  Eastern  states,  possessing  both 
enterprise  and  wealth,  have  purchased  and 
settled  upon  nearly  all  the  lands  iu  this  sec- 
tion of  country. 

A  railroad  company,  with  banking  priv- 
ileges, has  been  recently  chartered  by  the  leg- 
islature of  Michigan,  to  construct  a  railroad 
from  Saginaw  to  Clinton  River;  and  another 
railroad  is  in  contemplation  to  connect  Pon- 
tiac,  Utica,  and  other  villages  west  with  Bel- 
videre. 

Clinton  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  this 
place  is  located,  is  one  of  the  finest  rivers  that 
empty  into  the  western  lakes,  being  wider  and 
deeper  than  the  Cuyahoga  River,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio;  and  its  waters  being  beautifully 
clear,  pure  and  limpid-^in  this  respect  like 
the  waters  of  Lakes  St.  Clair,  Huron,  etc. 
This  river  is  navigable  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  interior  for  vessels  of  any  size, 
after  passing  the  bar  at  the  mouth,  which  has 
now  about  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water.  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  appropriation 
of  $5,000  was  made  to  remove  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river;  and  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  obtaining,  at  the  next  session  of  that 
body,  such,  further  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
to  buUd  a  pier,  erect  a  lighthouse,  and  make 
such  other  improvements  as  will  render  this 
harbor  equal  to  any  on  the  western  lakes. 
JAMES  L.  CONGEE, 
Agent,  and  one  of  the  Proprietors. 

P.  S. — Mechanics  and  others  wishing  to 
settle  in  Belvidere  will  at  all  times  be  accom- 
modated with  lots,  furnished  with  employ- 
ment, and  assisted  to  build,  if  desired,  upon 
the  most  favorable  terms,  by  applying  to  the 
subscriber  at  Cleveland,  0.,  or  at  Belvidere. 
JAMES  L.  CONGER. 

After  the  sale  took  place  the  purchasers 
drew  numbers  to  assign  their  holdings,  and 
some  twenty  or  thirty  families  were  induced 
to  cast  their  future  with  the  fortunes  of  Bel- 
videre. Thomas  H.  Peck  opened  a  general 
store  with  a  large  stock  of  goods,  and  a  saw- 
mill and  a  grist  mill  run  by  wind  power  were 
constructed,  the  former  remaining  in  opera- 
tion for  several  years.  At  the  sale  the  tavern- 
house,  or  Belvidere  Hotel,  was  sold  to  Conger 
for  $3,510,  with  the  luiderstanding  that  the 
hotel  should  be  completed  by  the  Belvidere 
Company,  in  the  style  and  manner  explained 
by  the  auctioneer  at  the  sale. 

In  the  years  from  1836  to  1838  the  waters 
of  our  Great  Lakes  indulged  in  one  of  their 
periodical  high-water  movements,  with  the  re- 
sult that  most  of  the  farming  lands  in  and 
about  Belvidere  and  all  of  the  town  site  lying 
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east  of  the  road  and  also  the  point  running 
down  the  river  to  the  present  club  house,  were 
completely  under  water,  which  came  into  the 
cellars  and  in  some  houses  even  covered  the 
ground  floor,  with  the  restilt  that  Belvidere 
lost  its  inhabitants  as  well  as  all  its  dreams  of 
future  greatness.  The  Conger  family,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  lived  in  the  hotel,  and 
had  at  one  time  a  most  delightful  home  on 
this  desirable  spot — a  home  that  was  the  fa- 
vorite resort  for  the  best  society  of  the  county, 
were  among  the  last  to  abandon  the  place. 
]\Irs.  Conger  died  at  Belvidere,  and  for  a  time 
^^■as  interred  in  the  tomb  which  stood  among 
the  group  of  willows  still  to  be  seen  back 
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LIVERPOOL. 

Another  of  the  melancholy  failures  with 
which  Harrison  was  associated  was  the  city 
of  Liverpool,  which  was  platted  Feb.  21st, 
1856,  by  Edgar  H.  Shook,  with  forty-nine  lots, 
mostly  of  irregular  shape,  out  from  the  mid^t 
of  which  ran  a  dock  many  hundred  feet  into 
the  lake.  This  was  located  on  private  claim 
164  and  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
Smith  Club  House  and  of  Vivian  Croft,  the 
cottage  and  summer  home  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Shot- 
well.  The  city  was  but  a  part  of  the  enter- 
prise which  looked  forward  to  making  a  lake 
port  on  L'Anse  Creuse  Bay,  and  connecting 
the  same  with  Mount  Clemens  by  a  plank 
road.  The  road  was  constructed,  and  al- 
though since  abandoned  as  a  plank  road,  stiH 
liears  the  name  of  the  Shook  Road.  A  larfre 
hotel  was  constructed;  and  for  some  time  a 
boat  ran  regular  trips  between  Liverpool  and 
Detroit.  The  spiles  that  carried  "the  old  red 
bridge,"  on  which  the  Shook  Road  erossetl 
the  river  into  Mount  Clemens  at  a  point  or 
the  farm  now  owned  by  George  M.  Cropker. 
are  still  visible.  Associated  with  this  enter- 
prise are  the  names  of  Arnold  and  Adolph 
(luerber,  who  for  several  years  were  promi- 
nent members  of  the  younger  social  circles  of 
Mount  Clemens.  Adolph  Guerber  married  the 
.voungest  daughter  of  Judge  Frederick  Hatch, 
the  grandfather  of  our  present  Circuit  Judge 
Tucker,  and  returned  to  his  former  home  in 
New  York,  where  he  resided  until  his  death 
a  few  years  since.  Arnold  Guerber  still  lives 
near  New  York  City. 

A  similar  and  more  successful  enterprise 
of  more  modern  date  was  the  building  of 
Lakeside,  with  ita  electric  line  connecting  with 
Mount  Clemens.  Like  their  predecessors,  the 
founders  of  this  enterprise,  largely  Pittslaurg 
capitalists,  antieipated  makinj:  a  lake  port  for 
Jlouiit  Clenu'ns  on  1/Anse  Croiise  Bay.    The 


present  commodious  clubhouse  and  hotel  now 
run  by  Bingham  was  built  and  an  electric 
road  was  constructed  to  it  from  Moimt  Clem- 
ens, which  later  passed  into  the  control  and 
became  a  part  of  the  Detroit  &  Mount  Clem- 
ens Lake  Shore  Line.  Although  the  dreams  of 
its  originators  of  a  harbor  and  port  have  not 
been  realized,  yet  Lakeside  is  far  from  being 
the  failure  that  Liverpool  proved. 

THE  LOSS  OF  THE  STE^VMEB  ERIE 

is  another  interesting  incident  connected  with 
Harrison.  The  winter  of  1842-3  was  known 
in  Macomb  county,  and  in  fact  is  still  remem- 
bered, as  ' '  the  hard  winter. ' '  In  that  year  the 
winter  began  the  middle  of  November  and 
lasted  with  unexampled  severity  until  late  in 
the  spring.  About  December  1st  occurred  the 
wrecking  of  the  "Erie,"  called  the  "Little 
Erie"  to  distinguish  it  from  a  larger  boat 
of  the  same  name,  in  which  three  men  lost 
their  lives.  The  "Erie"  was  a  passenger  and  - 
freight  steamer  and  ran  in  the  river  and  lake 
trade. 

Coming  up  the  lake,  she  was  caught  in  a 
snow  storm,  and  as  the  lake  was  filled  with 
floating  ice,  she  sprung  a  leak  and  was  headed 
for  the  Point  Huron,  so  as  to  beach  here  on  the 
bar  in  shallow  water.  The  boat  sank  before 
reaching  shallow  water,  just  on  the  outside 
of  the  bar.  Attempts  were  made  at  once  to 
get  her  affloat  by  sinking  seows,  fastening 
them  to  her  with  heavy  timbers,  and  then 
pumping  them  out.  They  had  succeeded  in 
getting  the  "Erie"  afloat  when  a  furious 
storm  came  up.  the  sea  began  to  rise  and 
broke  the  fastenings,  allowing  the  Erie  to  sink 
again,  while  the  gathering  darkness  and  storm 
forced  the  workmen  to  seek  safety.  The 
lake  was  full  of  floating  ice  and  several  men 
succeeded  in  crossing  from  cake  to  cake,  final- 
ly reaching  safety  on  Point  Huron.  Three 
men,  Edward  La  Forge,  Moses  John  {or 
Robertjohn)  and  Charles  Griifard,  who  took 
a  different  direction,  foiuid  their  course 
blocked  by  open  water  and  took  refuge  on  a 
small  scow,  which,  caught  in  the  ice,  drifted 
out^nto  the  lake.  After  the  storm  had  raged 
for  two  days  search  was  made  and  the  seow 
was  found  near  Stony  Point,  but  the  men 
had  perished  from  hunger  and  cold. 

There  were  no  more  attempts  made  to  raise 
the  Erie  and  her  timbers  still  lie  on  the  bottom 
near  Point  Huron,  well  known  to  the  fisher- 
man as  "the  wreck"  and  a  famous  resort  for 
bass  tishing. 

Below  are  given  tables  of  the  population 
and  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  in 
various  years. 
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1837 502 

1840 395 

1845 528 

1850 483 

1854 499 

1860 546 

1864 502 

1870 605 

1874 625 

1880 744 

1884 708 

1890 695 

1894 666 

1900 721 

1904 648 

1842 $  23,928 

1846 22,399 

1851 22,389 

1856 118,686 

1861 93,032 

1866 89,290 

1871 106,855 

1876 98,000 

1881 288,000 

1886 270,000 

1891 290.000 

1896 300,000 

1901 475,000 


CHAPTER  XII. 


A  good  deal  of  the  very  earliest  history  of 
Erin  is  already  given  in  the  chapter  on  the 
private  claims,  since  the  first  settlers  were  the 
occupants  of  those  claims  along  the  lake  shore. 
Until  a  system  of  drainage  had  been  begun,  a 
lai^e  portion  of  the  lands  in  Erin  were  so 
swampy  and  flat  that  they  offered  few  attrac- 
tions to  those  seeking  homes.  As  a  result, 
many  of  the  early  settlers  passed  right 
through  what  is  now  the  garden  spot  of  the 
county,  and  selected  as  home  sand  ridges 
further  north,  with  a  soil  comparatively  poor 
and  light.  No  section  of  the  county  has  bene- 
fited more  than  has  Erin  by  the  systematic 
development  of  the  public  drains,  and  that 
township  now  presents  a  picture  of  rich,  fer- 
tile lands  subject  to  the  moat  painstaking  and 
productive  agriculture.  The  Gratiot  Road. 
which  for  years  has  been  the  main  thorough- 
fare for  all  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  in 
taking  its  products  by  team  into  Detroit,  has, 
together  with  the  historic  Lake  Shore  Road, 
given  to  the  township  its  main  historic  spots. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  note  and  trace  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  various  taverns  which  have 


afforded  stopping  places  for  wayfarers  and 
the  centers  for  distribution  of  news  for  the 
residents  along  these  two  old  roads,  but  time 
and  apace  forbid,  even  though  the  knowledge 
of  all  these  interesting  spots  had  not  been  in 
many  cases  carried  to  the  graves  of  the  older 
inhabitants.  Outside  of  the  settlers  on  the 
private  claims,  a  list  of  those  who  purchased 
land  in  Erin  from  the  government  prior  to 
1840  is  here  given.  It  perhaps  affords  a  less 
accurate  list  of  the  settlers  of  the  township 
than  is  the  ease  of  the  more  northern  town- 
ships, for  the  reason  that  its  proximity  to 
Detroit  and  wealth  of  the  soil  made  this  ter- 
ritory more  inviting  to  the  land  speculator, 
while  its  lack  of  drainage  made  it  less  invit- 
ing to  the  emigrant  who  was  lot)king  for  a 
home  which  he  could  shortly  make  pro- 
ductive. 

"We  however  give  a  list  of  the  earliest  biiyers 
fi'om  the  government  of  lands  in  the  towi^ip 
outside  of  the  private  claims. 

In  section  2  Simeon  Cadit  purchased  in  De- 
cember 11, 1827 ;  and  in  November  of  1835  Lot 
Clark  and  Steven  "Warren  of  New  York  state 
and  John  B.  Rivard  of  this  county  also  took 
up  land.  Portions  of  section  3  were  sold  as 
follows:  To  James  Spakeshaft  of  Wayne 
county,  August  27th,  1833 :  to  James  M. 
Reeves  of  Orange  county.  New  York,  July 
9th,  1834;  Sylvester  F.  Atwood  of  Mount 
Clemens,  September  4th.  1835;  to  James  C. 
Allen,  also  of  Mount  Clemens,  November  21at, 
1835 ;  and  to  Clark  and  Warren,  of  New  York 
state,  November  20th  of  the  same  year. 

In  section  5  lands  were  taken  up  in  1835 
by  Henry  S.  Wyckoff,  John  S.  Schemerhorn, 
Laurent  Charles,  William  P.  Hallet,  all  of 
New  York  City.  In  1835  three  parties  from 
Chenango  county,  New  York,  took  up  lands 
in  section  6,  viz:  Adna  Phillips,  Steven  Phil- 
lips and  Hartford  Phillips.  Besides  these  in 
the  same  year  Patrick  Mullin  of  Wayne 
county,  Patrick  Hughes  of  Monroe  county. 
New  York,  and  William  Brown,  Jr.,  of  Oak- 
land county,  of  this  state,  took  up  lands  in 
the  same  section,  and  early  in  the  following 
year  Mason  Palmer  and  Dennis  Callagher, 
both  of  Wayne  county,  made  purchases  from 
the  government. 

Section  7  was  largely  acquired  in  1835  and 
1836  by  Wayne  county  men,  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Eagan,  Patrick  Mullin,  John 
Temey,  John  M.  Ijamb,  Mason  Palmer,  George 
R.  McKenzie,  Thomas  Merrigan  and  David 
Kennedy. 

In  section  8  as  early  as  September  4th.  1831. 
lands  were  taken  up    by  Hial  Campbell  and 
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Jamfs  Campbell  of  Monroe  county,  New  York. 
It  was  not  until  three  years  later  that  Beverly 
M.  Brown  of  this  eoimty  took  up  the  next 
piece,  to  be  followed  the  next  year  by  Allen  W. 
Hurlbut  of  this  county,  Henry  S.  Wyckoff 
of  New  York  City,  Malachi  0.  Beime  and 
John  McMahon  of  "Wayne  county.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  1836,  two  Macomb  county  men, 
Everet  J.  Walderon  and  Patrick  Cahel,  and 
two  Wayne  county  men,  Thomas  Sullivan  and 
John  Usher,  bought  other  lands  in  this  same 
section. 

Lands  in  section  9  were  secured  by  John 
Hayes  of  Wayne  county  June  2d,  1831;  Ed- 
mund B.  Rose  of  Monroe  couuty.  New  York, 
June  6th,  1831 :  Joseph  "W.  Torrey  of  Detroit, 
March  26th,  1832 ;  Jonathan  Ferris  of  West 
Chester  county,  New  York,  June  11th,  1832; 
James  Hale  of  Monroe  county,  Michigan,  De- 
cember 1st,  1832 ;  and  John  S.  Sehemerhorn  of 
New  York  City,  June  17th,  1835. 

Section  10  seems  to  have  been  largely 
bought  by  speculators,  as  among  the  buyers 
appear  the  names  of  Wyckoff,  Sehemerhorn 
and  Clark  &  Warren  of  New  York,  and  James 
C.  Allen  of  Mount  Clemens.  In  addition  to 
these,  however,  Fiancis  Julian  Forton  and 
Charles  J.  Forton  of  thih  eoimty  and  Fiancib 
Dwight  of  Wayne  counts  took  up  Hnds 

In  section  11  appeal  the  names  of  FianciB 
Julian  Forton,  Jr.  John  B  Enard  Joseph 
Campau  and  Simeon  Cadet  One  could  almost 
feel  sure,  from  the  nationality  of  these  names 
that  the  lands  were  located  in  close  proximity 
to  the  French  private  claims 

Section  14  brings  us  to  familiar  names 
Christian  Clemens,  of  Alt  Clemens  being  the 
earliest  land  buyer  m  the  town  October  7 
1818,  and  John  B  Verniea  dit  Ladouceui 
whom  we  met  among  the  owners  of  private 
claims,  having  purchased  in  April,  1825.  Sec- 
tion 15  went  to  Antoine  Verniea  dit  Ladou- 
ceur,  Francis  Peacock,  of  Monroe  County, 
New  York,  C  M.  Williams,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, and  Henry  Dwight,  of  Ontario  County, 
New  York. 

Section  17,  which  is  now  so  thickly  crowded 
M'ith  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  TJtiea 
Junction,  seems  to  Iiave  been  taken  up  largely 
by  land  speculators,  although  the  earliest  land 
buyer  in  the  section  bears  a  name  familiar  to 
the  old  residents  of  that  locality.  Henry 
Savage,  of  Monroe  County,  New  York, 
bought  April  11,  1831,  to  he  followed  during 
that  year  by  John  Hayes,  of  Wayne  County; 
Robert  Warn,  of  Tioga  County,  New  York, 
and  Thomas  Knapp,  of  Detroit"  In  ]833  the 
only  land  in  this  section  taken  up  was  bought 


by  William  Chevalier  DeWitt,  of  Madison 
County,  New  York,  In  1834  Fanny  Justus 
and  John  Welch,  of  Wayne  County,  and  in 
1835,  John  S.  Sehemerhorn,  of  New  York 
City,  purchased  other  lands  in  this  section. 

In  section  18  again  appear  the  names  of 
Fanny  Justus,  Henry  S.  Wyekoff  and  John  S. 
Sehemerhorn,  together  with  John  King,  John 
and  William  Callaghan,  Elias  M.  Beach  and 
Richard  Welch,  all  of  whom  purchased  be- 
tween December  1, 1834,  and  May  2,  1836. 

Section  19  was  secured  by  Eneas  Eottomley, 
William  Hamill,  of  Maeomb  County,  Wyekoff 
and  Sehemerhorn,  of  New  York  City,  and 
Benjamin  Horner,  Jonathan  Beecroff.  James 
Spakeshaft  and  John  Ready,  all  of  Wayne 
County. 

During  1831-2-3  and  1834  lands  in  section 

20  were  taken  by  Sherlock  S.  Gregory,  of 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York ;  Thomas 
P.  Curtiss  and  Elias  Stone,  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty: Jonathan  Ferris,  of  West  Chester  Coun- 
ty, New  York;  Harvey  Parker,  of  Wayne 
County:  William  C.  DeWitt.  of  JIadison 
County,  New  York,  and  Moses  Conn,  of  Steu- 
ben Count\  New  York,  who  also  at  the  same 
time  took  up  lands  in  section  21.    In  section 

21  ippears  also  the  name  of  Lansing  B.  Miz- 
ner  then  gnen  as  from  Ontario  County,  New 
liork  Bh  Mizner  afterwards  lived  in  De- 
tioit  for  a  gieat  many  years,  and  was  very 
largeh  mteiested  in  real  estate  in  both  War- 
len  and  Enn  Mr.  Mizner  also  secured  lands 
in  sections  27  ind  28  of  this  township.  Among 
the  other  earh  land  buyers  in  this  section 
were  William  Curry,  of  this  county:  Jona- 
than Teagan  Samuel  Kingston  and  Benja- 
min (i  Baikei  of  Wayne  County;  Beverly 
RohinMn,  of  New  York  City,  and  Henry 
Dwight,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York. 

In  section  28.  aside  from  Mizner  and  Hen- 
ry  Dwight  (who  took  up  three  pieces),  Pat- 
rick Healy,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York; 
Nicholas  Mason,  of  this  county,  and  Benjamin 
G.  Barker,  of  Wayne  County,  were  among  the 
early  buyers  from  the  Government.  Dwight 
again  appears  among  the  buyers  in  section  29, 
along  with  Elias  Stone,  Thomas  Keily  and 
Patrick  Sullivan,  of  this  county ;  George  Bo- 
lam,  Edmund  Kirk  and  James  Moyniham,  of 
Wayne  County,  and  George  Kam,  of  Erie 
County,  Pennsylvania. 

In  section  30  we  find  the  names  of  William 
Stevens,  of  Maeomb  County  (October,  1830) ; 
Peter  Van  Every  and  Solomon  Porter,  of 
Wa,vne  County;  Elias  Stone,  of  Livingston 
County,  New  York,  and  Harvey  P.  Dannals, 
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or  Mouroe  County,  New  York,  and  Richard 
Ilaight,  of  Detroit. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  county,  section 
31  of  this  town,  was  secured  by  Aaquire  W. 
Aldrieh,  on  October  23,  1830,  of  "Wayne 
County,  and  later  on.  May,  29,  1833,  of  Ma- 
comb County;  William  L.,  Caleb  and  Alanson 
Curtiss,  of  Oakland  County;  Geoi^e  W.  Tor- 
rey  and  William  Storgie,  of  Detroit;  John 
Dannals,  of  Monroe  County,  New  York ;  Amra 
Morton,  of  Geauga,  Ohio.  Land  in  section  32 
was  also  taken  up  by  Aldrieh,  and  Kelly,  Ja- 
cob Strieker,  of  Wayne  County,  and  George 
Bayne,  of  Orleans  County,  New  York.  Sec- 
tions east  of  32  to  the  lake  were  taken  up  by 
the  private  claims. 

As  we  have  seen,  Erin  Township  was  first 
organized  under  the  name  of  Orange,  which 
was  changed  in  1843  to  Erin.  This  change  of 
name,  it  is  said,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  short- 
ly prior  thereto,  a  large  number  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  sons  of  Erin  had  settled  in 
the  township,  and  finding  the  name  distasteful 
desired  a  change  to  one  which  would  remind 
them  of  their  native  isle. 

A  list  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  township  is 
here  given: 

Supervisors — John  B.  Cottrell,  1837;  Coun- 
ty Commissioners,  1838-42;  Israel  Curtiss, 
1843;  Solomon  Porter,  1844;  Israel  Curtiss, 
1845-51;  William  Stevens,  1852;  Peter  Me- 
Covem,  1853-54;  Henry  L.  Reeves,  1855-58 
Jacob  Hetehler,  1859-61;  James  Whiting 
1862-64 ;  Jacob  Hetehler,  1865 ;  Austin  Wales, 
1866;  James  Whiting,  1867-72;  Robert  A. 
Barton,  1873-75;  John  Dedenbach,  1876-80 
Robert  A.  Barton,  1881-84;  John  Dedenbach, 
1885;  Robert  A.  Barton,  1886-87;  Leonard 
Schneider,  1888-92;  Charles  Rein,  appointed 
December  28,  1892 ;  Nicholas  Ameis,  1893-95 ; 
Leonard  Schneider,  1896-1904 ;  John  C. 
Baumgartner,  1905. 

Clerks— Henry  Bloss,  1883-86 ;  Nicholas 
Ameis,  1887-90;  Henry  Bloss,  1891-95;  Her- 
man Hnmmerich,  1896 ;  August  W.  Nummer, 
1897 ;  William  Frazho,  1898-1905. 

Treasurers  —  Charles  Freehauf ,  1883 ; 
Charles  Rein,  Sr.,  1884-85;  Leonard  Schneid- 
er, 1886-87;  Charles  Freehauf,  1888;  Henry 
Vemiea,  1889-90;  Eugene  Voiiand,  1891-92; 
Charles  Freehauf,  1893 ;  Henry  Verniea,  1894- 
1895 ;  Charles  Steffens,  1896-97 ;  Louis  Striek- 
er, 1898-99;  John  Bloss,  1900-01;  William 
Zienert,  1902-03 ;  Henry  Patow,  1904-05. 

The  schools  of  Erin  are  cared  for  in  eight 
districts  with  the  school  property  returned  as 
of  the  estimated  value  of  $12,200,     In  1895 


the  returns  show  that  484  out  of  a  possible  905 
pupils  were  enrolled.  In  this  connection  it 
must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population  of  Erin  is  made 
up  of  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
German  churches,  who  maintain  denomina- 
tional schools,  where  many  of  the  children  re- 
ceive general  as  well  as  religious  education. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  school  pur- 
poses in  the  town,  according  to  the  returns 
of  1904,  is  $4,069.91.  From  nine  to  ten 
months  school  is  held  in  each  of  the  school 
districts  annually. 

The  village  of  Frazer  was  founded  in  1857 
by  Alex  Frazer.  It  is  situated  in  the  north- 
west comer  of  the  town  on  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  where  the  same  is  intersected  by  the 
Detroit  and  Utiea  Plank  Road.  The  first 
store  was  built  by  Fred  Bberlein,  a  Bavarian. 
who  settled  there  in  1856.  A  stave  miU,  long 
known  as  the  Steffen's  mill,  was  also  started 
by  Mr.  Eberlein,  and  has  at  all  times  been  the 
largest  employer  of  labor  in  the  village.  The 
village  has  three  churches,  a  public  school,  a 
cigar  factory,  several  stores,  etc.,  and  boasts 
of  a  population  of  about  three  hundred.  The 
village  was  incorporated  March  5,  1895,  and 
includes  a  portion  of  the  township  of  Clinton. 
The  first  election  was  set  for  the  first  Monday 
of  the  following  April,  at  the  office  of  Charles 
Steffens,  and  Mr.  Steffens,  Leonard  Schneider, 
Fred  Grover  and  Charles  Klein  constituted  a 
board  of  registration  and  election.  The  re- 
sult of  this  election  was  that  Charles  Steffens 
was  chosen  President  and  George  W.  Steffens 
clerk,  and  they  have  been  repeatedly  re- 
elected to  these  offices  np  to  the  present 
time.  The  treasurers  of  the  village  have 
been  Charles  Klein,  1895-6 ;  Henry  C.  Detzer, 
1897-8;  Charles  Klein,  1899;  John  Feibel- 
korn,  1900;  VreA  C.  Eberlein,  Jr.,  1901-2; 
Fred  Pruehs.  1903-04 ;  and  Fred  Scott.  1905. 

Along  the  Gratiot  Road,  the  postoffiee  of 
Roseville  has  been  maintained  for  many  years, 
sometimes  being  located  at  the  ten-mile  house, 
long  occupied  by  Gaukler,  Ameis  and  Hum- 
merich,  and  sometimes  further  up  the  road, 
as  at  present  at  Frazhos'.  Of  late  a  new  post- 
office  has  been  located  at  Hummerichs',  called 
Halfway. 

The  junction  of  the  Detroit  &  Erin  Plank 
Road  and  the  Detroit  and  Iltica  Plank  Road 
in  section  17,  of  the  township,  has  made  that 
point  a  business  center,  where  a  tavern  and 
general  store  have  been  maintained  for  years. 
Further  reference  to  the  planlc  roads  and  the 
electric  lines  through  the  township  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 
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As  with  otliur  townships,  we  here  give  a 
talile  (if  the  population  and  assessed  valua- 
tions : 

Population. 

18-37  (Orange)   297 

1840  (Orange)   193 

1845   721 

1850   974 

1854   1.247 

1860   1,975 

1864   2,208 

1870    2,466 

1874   2,443 

1880   2,692 

1884   2,590 

1890    2,449 

1894   2.404 

1900   2,440 

1904   2,299 

AsseRsed  Valuation. 
1842    $      31,987.24 

1846   24.867.00 

1851    40,664.00 

1856  230,817.00 

1861  249,476.00 

1866  317,897.00 

1871  354,570.00 

1876  380,000.00 

1881  1,121.000.00 

1886  1,115,000.00 

1891  1.100,000.00 

1896  1,190.000.00 

1001  1,370.000.00 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

TOWNSHIP  OF  WAKEEN. 

Like  Erin,  our  most  southwestern  township 
has  been  largely  benefited  by  the  system  of 
public  drains,  which  have  relieved  the  coun- 
try of  the  water  which  in  early  days  turned  no 
sjnall  portion  of  the  township  into  a  uiarsh.  In- 
deed, so  impassable  was  the  cranberry  marsh, 
which  included  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
township  that  in  early  days  it  formed  a  serious 
obstacle  to  those  who  sought  to  go  from  De- 
troit to  Poutiae,  compelling  them  to  come  by 
the  way  of  Mt.  Clemens,  at  times.  The  de- 
sirability of  draining  this  marsh  was  so  ap- 
parent that  at  an  early  date  it  was  serioudy 
snggestetl  that  an  artificial  stream  be  dug 
from  this  locality  to  empty  into  the  Detroit 
River  at  Detroit,  it  being  suggested  that  the 
wiiter  power  thus  gained  would  be  sufficient 
to  justify  the  expense.  The  township  since 
developed,  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most 
fertile  find  tliieldy  jKipiilated  sections  of  the 


county.  Further  information  concerning  its 
churches,  and  the  plank  roads  and  other 
means  of  transportation  passing  through  it 
will  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  same  comments  relative  to  the  early 
land  buyers  made  in  reference  to  Erin  are 
applicable  here.  As  will  be  noticed  a  large 
number  of  the  buyers  hailed  from  Wayne 
County,  many  of  whom  never  settled  or  made 
homes  in  the  township. 

Section  1  was  taken  up  by  Samuel  Euell,  of 
Erie  County,  New  York,  in  1835;  Herman  N. 
Strong,  Gersham  M.  Williams,  Josiab  Snow 
and  George  W.  II.  Fisk,  Benjamin  G.  Barker, 
Edwin  Jerome  and  Robert  R.  Howell,  John 
W.  Strong,  Jr.,  John  Burtis  and  Andrew 
Mack,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  2  was  obtained  by  Charles  S.  Ad- 
ams and  John  S.  Ashley,  of  Wayne  Coimty,  in 
1836 ;  Dan  Van  Antwerp,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1833 ;  Loring  Bryant,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835 ;  Samuel  Buell,  of  Erie  County,  New 
York,  in  1835;  Samuel  Gibbs,  of  Macomb 
Coimty,  in  1835;  Gersham  M.  Williams,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Benjamin  G.  Barker, 
of  Wayne  County,  1835 ;  Edwin  Jerome  and 
Robert  E.  Howell,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1836 ; 
Sarah  Van  Antwerp,  of  Macomb,  in  1836. 

Section  3  was  purchased  by  Moses  51.  Will- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  Louis  Beau- 
fait,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833;  Vital  Beau- 
f ait,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833 ;  Charles  D. 
Hadden  and  Daniel  Lindsley,  of  Green  Coun- 
ty, Michigan,  in  1833 ;  John  L.  Bickert,  Henry 
Mann,  of  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  the 
former  buying  in  1833,  and  the  latter  in  1834. 

Section  4  was  granted  to  Richardson  Gray, 
of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  Archibald  Lam- 
phere,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1833 ; 
Vamum  Lamphere,  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  in  1833 ;  David  Ripley,  of  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York,  in  1833 ;  Aaron  S.  Vedder, 
of  Wayne  Coimty,  in  1833;  Mary  Spinnings, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  David  H.  Row- 
land, of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  5  was  bought  by  Peter  Gillet,  of 
Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1832;  Alonzo 
Height,  of  Steuben  County,  New  York,  in 
1833 ;  Vamum  Lamphere,  of  Ontario  County, 
New  York,  in  1832 ;  Thomas  Bruce,  Oakland 
County,  in  1833 ;  James  N.  Bruce,  Silas  Will- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1833 ;  John  Ward, 
of  New  York  City,  in  1834;  James  W.  Bruce, 
of  Macomb  County,  in  1835. 

Section  6  was  secured  by  Perry  Smith,  of 
Luman  Smith,  of  Wayne  County,  New  York, 
in  1832 :  Isaac  W.  Barton,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1833  ;  John  H.  Barton,  of  Oakland  Connty, 
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1833 ;  Anna  Evans,  Obediali  Murray,  of  Oak- 
land County,  Michigan ;  Gideon  Rude,  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  in  1835;  Phineas  Walker  and 
John  H.  Barton,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1836. 

Section  7  was  acquired  by  Hiram  "Walker, 
of  Maeomb,  in  1835 ;  Alva  Ewers,  Andrew  P. 
McReynolds  and  CuUen  Brown,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835;  Nehemiah  Ingersoll,  of 
"Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  8  was  settled  by  Alva  Ewers  and 
Edwin  Stevens,  Nehemiah  Ingersoll,  of 
Wayne  County,  the  first  two  coming  in  1835 
and  the  latter  in  1836;  Thomas  Rogan,  of 
Geauga  County,  1835;  David  Chase,  of  Oak- 
land County,  in  1835;  Jonathan  Chase,  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1835. 

Section  9  was  purchased  by  Ira  Burton, 
Asoph  Phillips,  John  Phillips,  from  Oakland 
County,  in  1833 ;  Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  Detroit 
City,  Michigan,  in  1833;  Charles  Torrey,  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1834;  Mercy  Lida  Denni- 
son,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1834 ;  Alinon  Cot- 
ton, of  Livingston  County,  New  Tork,  in 
1835 ;  Jonathan  Chase,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1836. 

Section  10  was  procured  by  Ransom  Smith, 
of  Livingston  County,  New  York,  in  1833; 
Jenizen  P.  Glazier,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1834;  Joseph  L.  Davidson,  Enoch  S.  David- 
son, of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1835; 
William  Bailey,  of  Niagara  County,  New 
York,  in  1835 ;  John  Winder,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1835;  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1835. 

Section  11  was  settled  by  Jeremiah  God- 
frey, John  Winder,  Eurotas  Hastings,  Fertul- 
lus  D.  Butler,  Benjamin  G.  Barker,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835. 

The  earliest  land  buyers  in  section  12,  in 
order  of  their  purchase,  were  Asquire  W. 
Aldrich,  of  Maeomb  County ;  John  McCarthy 
and  James  McGuire,  of  Monroe  County,  New 
York;  James  Nowlan,  of  Wayne  County; 
John  MeGooran,  Eurotas  P.  Hastings,  Charles 
A.  Hassett,  of  Wayne  County,  William 
Smith  Ingham,  Cayuga  County,  New  York; 
Burnet  Miller,  of  "Wayne  County ;  Silas  Titus, 
of  Wayne  County ;  Burnet  Miller,  of  Wayne 
County. 

Section  13  was  sold  to  Elias  Clark,  of  Bris- 
tol County,  Mass.,  in  1835 ;  Robert  D.  Smith, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835;  William  S.  Miles, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Sylvanus  P.  Jer- 
main,  of  the  city  of  Albany,  New  York,  in 
1836;  Asquire  W.  Aldrich,  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty, in  1836 ;  James  D.  Winans  and  Levi  Cook, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 


Section  14  was  secured  by  Edwin  Jerome, 
George  C.  Godfrey,  P^euben  Moore  and  Wil- 
liam N.  Carpenter,  William  Dorsey,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835;  James  D,  Winans,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1836. 

Section  15  was  taken  up  by  Henry  Doty,  of 
Wayne  County,  Michigan,  in  1836 ;  Asa  Stod- 
dard, of  Sullivan  County,  New  Hampshire, 
1834 ;  Harris  Sopher,  of  Tioga  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1835;  Wilson  Barber,  of  Erie 
County,  New  York,  in  1835;  Oilman  Alexan- 
der, of  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  in  1835; 
Philander  Hunter,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835 ;  Alice  Doty,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  17  was  sold  to  Charles  Barrows,  of 
Macomb  County,  in  1834;  Cornelius  Hollen- 
beck,  of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  in  1835 ; 
Joseph  H.  Quick,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1835 ; 
Andrew  D,  V,  Quick,  of  Oakland  County,  in 
1835;  Henry  T.  Sherwood,  of  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  in  1835;  Shubael  Conant,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1835. 

Sections  18  and  19  were  secured  by  Shubael 
Conant,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  20  was  bought  by  Charles  B. 
Hatch,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1834;  Antoine 
Rivard,  Hubert  Chieoine  and  Shubael  Conant, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  21  was  taken  up  by  Monique 
Knaggs,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833 ;  Lambert 
Laderoute,  of  "Wayne  County,  1834 ;  Hiram  M. 
Rose,  Joel  French,  Gabriel  Yates,  John  S. 
Parker,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1835 ;  Evangile 
Laderoute,  Jacques  Laferte,  Peter  Laderoute, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Charles  Langevin, 
Charles  Groesbeek,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1835. 

Section  22  was  granted  to  Robert  Ramsay, 
Lyman  B.  Rose,  Harris  Coray,  John  S.  Par- 
ker, Abram  Harrington,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835;  William  Howland,  of  Macomb,  in 
1835;  James  G.  Crane,  assignee,  of  Thomas 
Little,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 :  Andrew  M. 
Waltrous,  of  Oakland  County,  in  1836. 

Section  23  was  procured  by  Timothy  Rinn, 
Cornelius  Lyons,  Jolm  W,  Strong,  Jr.,  Robert 
R.  Howell,  Michael  Crowley,  "William  Ma- 
ron.v  and  Edward  Stackpole,  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1835 ;  George  W.  Hill,  of  Essex  County, 
Massachusetts,  in  1836 ;  Ruel  Ambrose,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  24  was  purchased  by  Henry  S. 
Wyekoff,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1835; 
John  S.  Schemerhorn,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  1835;  Joseph  Bird  and  Ruel  Am- 
brose, David  G.  Hanmer,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1835;  Sylvanus  P.  Jermain,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  1836. 
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Section  25  was  acquired  by  George  Bolain 
Lent,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1832;  Willet  C. 
Day,  of  Oneida  County,  New  York,  in  1834; 
Henry  S.  Wyckoff,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  1835. 

Section  26  was  secured  by  Ezra  Rood,  of 
AVayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Cornelius  Tilsen,  Mi- 
chael Ryan,  Dan  Sullivan,  John  Matthias 
Kirk,  Gersham  Mott  Williams,  James  Treasy 
and  William  Cummins,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835 ;  Michael  Hines,  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  in  1835. 

Section  27  was  taken  up  by  Alexander 
CJampbell,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1833;  Owens 
Sullivan,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  Hiram 
il.  Rose,  Lyman  E.  Rose,  of  Oakland  County, 
in  1835 ;  Michael  Ryan,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835;  William  Nolan,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1835;  Thomas  Shelby,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1835. 

Section  28  was  bought  by  Nehemiah  Inger- 
HoU,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835;  Louis  Groes- 
beck,  of  Macomb,  in  1830;  William  Croesbeek 
and  Francois  C.  Desgrandchamps,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1832;  Pierre  Desgrandchamps,  of 
JIacomb  County,  in  1832 ;  Pierre  Joseph  Mor- 
geot,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1833 ;  Joseph  Di- 
ron  and  Felise  Anette,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1833 ;  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Maeomb  Coun- 
ty, in  1833;  Louis  liroesbeck,  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1833. 

Sections  29,  30,  31  and  32  were  all  pur- 
chased from  the  Government  by  Shubael  Co- 
nant,  of  Wayne  County,  July  6,  1835.  Mr. 
Conant  was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  old 
merchants  of  Detroit,  and  being  extensively 
interested  in  real  estate  of  Maeomb  County, 
is  entitled  to  a  passing  notice  in  its  history. 
He  was  bom  in  Mansfield,  Windham  Counly, 
Conn.,  August  1,  1783,  He  first  visited  De- 
troit in  1807,  and  returned  with  a  stock  of 
goods,  July.  1809,  and  opened  a  store  in  the 
two-story  wooden  building  on  the  south  side 
of  Jefferson  avenue,  between  Bates  and  Ran- 
dolph streets.  In  1816  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Stephen  Mack,  and  the  firm  of 
Mack  &  Conant  did  a  large  business  as  fur 
traders  and  general  merchants  in  their  store 
on  the  south  side  of  Jefferson  avenue,  between 
Woodward  and  Griswold,  but  later,  owing  to 
the  speculations  in  lands  which  were  indulged 
in  by  Mack,  the  firm  met  with  financial  disas- 
ter. Conant,  however,  continued  in  business 
and  gradually  accumulated  until  at  his  death, 
July  18, 1867,  he  was  counted  wealthy.  Dur- 
ing his  long  life  in  Detroit  he  was  given 
many  piiblii^  honors,  was  always  cherished  as 


a  good  companion,  successful  business  man 
and  patriotic  citizen. 

The  earliest  land  buyers  in  section  33,  in 
the  order  of  their  purchase,  were  Charles 
Groesbeck  and  William  Groesbeek,  of  Wayne 
('ounty;  Fabian  Rivard  and  Charles  Rivard, 
of  Wayne  County ;  Charles  Groesbeck,  of  Ma- 
comb County,  and  Charles  Rivard,  of  Wayne 
County;  Thomas  Tiemey,  of  Detroit;  Justus 
Ingersoll  and  Zebulon  Kisby,  of  Wayne 
County. 

Section  34  was  secured  by  Michael  Pheland, 
Patrick  Butler,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833; 
Charles  Groesbeck,  of  Macomb  County,  in 
1833 :  James  Omarra,  John  Nolan,  of  Detroit, 
in  1833 ;  Cornelius  Mara,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1834;  Garret  Reeves,  of  Macomb  County, 
in  1834;  Victorie  Rivard,  of  Wayne  County, 
in  1835;  Michael  Dalton,  of  Wayne  Counly, 
in  1835;  John  Nolan,  of  Macomb,  in  1834; 
Benjamin  P.  H.  Witherell  and  Cullen  Brown 
and  R.  Stewart,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  35  was  taken  up  by  Christopher 
Keiser,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1833;  Martin 
Bano,  of  Detroit  City,  in  1833;  Henry  Gies, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1834;  John  Groll,  of 
Wayne  County,  in  1834;  George  Jacob 
Stawch,  of  Macomb  County,  in  1835 ;  Lesnel- 
ette  H.  Moore,  of  city  of  New  York,  in  1835 ; 
John  Cook,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835 ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Witherell,  Cullen  Brown  and  Robert 
Stewart,  of  Wayne  County,  in  1835. 

Section  36  was  patented  to  Israel  Curtis, 
of  Oakland  County,  in  1830;  Joseph  W.  Tor- 
rey,  of  Detroit  City,  in  1832;  Robert  Linn, 
Macomb  County,  in  1832;  Dandeline  Himmel. 
of  Macomb  County,  in  1832;  John  Couto,  of 
Detroit,  in  1833;  Frederick  Guth,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1833;  Mary  Gercian,  of  Wayne 
County,  in  1833;  John  Eggert,  John  Troni- 
inans,  Frederick  Winter,  all  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, in  1833 ;  John  Groll,  of  Wayne  County,  in 
1834. 

Of  late  years  many  of  the  incoming  inhabi- 
tants have  been  of  the  Belgian  nationality, 
who  have  helped  develop  the  truck  gardening 
industry  in  the  township. 

The  press  is  represented  in  the  township  by 
the  Warren  Watchman,  which  for  years  has 
been  published  by  Homer  Harwood,  at  the 
village  of  Warren.  This  village  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  four  hundred,  and  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1893.  Its  Presidents  have  been  John 
C.  Flynn,  1893-4;  Frank  A.  Reddick,  1895: 
James  M.  Stanley,  1896;  Robert  MeClure, 
1897:  Prank  A.  Reddick,  1898;  Charles  Ger- 
loch,  1899-1900-01;  Frank  A.  Reddick,  1902- 
1905. 
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Thi:  Clerks  for  tho  same  time  have  been 
Charles  S.  Beebe,  1893;  Archie  C.  Lyons, 
1894-5;  Frank  C.  Wells,  1896;  Archie  C. 
Lyons,  1897;  Martin  Denee,  1898-1902; 
Charles  F'.  Peck,  1903-5. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  village  since  its  or- 
ganization have  been  Robert  Tharrett,  1893- 
1894;  James  M.  Stanley,  1895;  Herbert  E. 
Eivard,  1896-7;  "Wright  Tharrett,  1898-9; 
Clinton  Osborne,  1900;  Wright  Tharrett, 
1901-2;  Peter  Kennelly,  1903-4;  George  B. 
Walker,  1905.  Among  the  prominent  resi- 
dents of  the  village  of  the  past  and  present, 
have  been  John  Ames,  Mile  Ames,  Oliver 
Barton,  J.  L.  Beebe  and  sons,  C.  Davy,  Wil- 
liam Cole,  D.  L.  Case,  C.  Groesbeek,  Louis 
Groesbeck,  Silas  E.  Halsey,  John  Hartman, 
Rev.  Arnold  Harwood,  George  Eckstein,  Nich- 
olas Berger,  W.  Helzenger,  Edward  Tharrett, 
Alonzo  Tharrett,  G.  B.  Walker  and  many 
others. 

In  the  village  besides  three  churches,  a  feed 
and  saw  mill,  several  stores,  blacksmith  shop, 
etc.,  are  located,  the  Bank  of  Warren,  Burr 
&  Newberry,  proprietors;  the  Warren  Can- 
ning Co.,  the  Warren  Creamery  Company  and 
the  Warren  Roller  Mills.  The  village  is  situ- 
ated upon  the  Bay  City  branch  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad. 

The  educational  interests  of  Warren  are 
taken  care  of  in  seven  school  districts,  having 
school  property  returned  as  worth  $8,725. 
Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollars  and  forty-three  cents  was  returned  in 
1904  as  expended  in  the  township  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  Three  hundred  and  forty- 
one  out  of  a  possible  766  pupils  were  enrolled 
in  the  schools.  Here,  as  in  Erin,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  denominational  schools  ac- 
commodate many  of  the  children  in  their  lay 
as  well  as  religious  education. 

About  the  Catholic  Church,  established  by 
Bishop  Lefevre  in  1854,  in  section  22,  of  the 
township,  has  grown  up  a  settlement,  which 
in  common  with  the  railroad  station  a  half 
mile  west  on  the  Bay  City  Railroad,  is  com- 
monly referred  to  as  Center  Line.  Here  a 
postoffiee  has  been  maintained  for  years. 

A  list  of  the  chief  township  oificers  and  a 
table  of  the  population  and  assessed  valuation 
of  the  township,  are  given  for  reference. 
Population. 

1837   249 

1840   337 

1845   421 

1850   700 

1854   997 

1860   1,335 


1864   1,468 

1870   1,938 

1874   2,214 

1880   2,401 

1884   2,384 

1890   2,423 

1894   2,592 

1900   2,567 

1904   2,498 

A^essed  Valuation. 

1842  $  42,812.20 

1846  29,259.00 

1851  35,032.00 

1856  252,144.00 

1861  182,584.00 

1866  239,910.00 

1871  313,700.00 

1876  340.000.00 

1881  1,014,000.00 

1886  970,000.00 

1891  985,000.00 

1896  1,080.000.00 

1901  1,196,000.00 

Supervisors — Samuel  Gibbs,  1837-38;  John 

IL  Barton,  1839 ;  Henry  W.  Larraway,  1840- 
1841 ;  George  Bolam,  1842-45 ;  Alonzo  Haight, 
1846 ;  George  Bolam,  1847-48 ;  John  L.  Beebe, 
1849-53;  George  W.  Corey,  1853-56;  George 
Bolam,  1857-59;  Louis  Groesbeck,  1860-62; 
Joseph  T.  DeConick,  1863-64;  Louis  Groes- 
beck, 1865-66;  Charles  S.  Groesbeck,  1867-70; 
Louis  Groesbeck,  1871-78 ;  Paul  Lefevre, 
1879-86;  Jacob  Hartsig,  1887-97;  Julius  Le- 
fevre, 1898-1902;  Jacob  Hartsig,  1903-05; 
Ferdinand  Grobbel,  1905. 

Clerks— Alonzo  Haight,  1837;  Daniel  A. 
Denison,  1838-39 ;  George  W.  Corey,  1840-41 ; 
Loring  Hawley,  1842-48;  George  W.  Corey, 
1849-51;  William  C.  Groesbeck,  1852-53; 
Louis  Groesbeck,  1854-56;  Charles  S.  Groes- 
beck, 1857-60 ;  Francis  E.  Groesbeck,  1861-64 ; 
N.  H.  Brown,  1865-66;  William  J.  Enright, 
1867;  John  Kaltz,  1868;  John  W.  Kingseott, 
1869;  Royal  A.  Jenny,  1870;  John  Kaltz, 
1871-72;  George  W.  Adair,  1873;  Paul  Le- 
fevre, 1874-77 ;  Henry  W.  Miller,  1878-83 ;  Ja- 
cob Hartsig,  1884-86;  John  Kaltz,  1887-99; 
Frank  J.  Wiegand,  1899 ;  John  Buechel,  1900- 
1903;  Otto  Jacob,  1904;  John  Buechel,  1905. 

Treasurers — ^Louis  L.  Beaufait,  1837-40 ; 
Loring  Hawley,  1840-41;  Avery  Dennison, 
1842 ;  Cornelius  Fehan,  1843-45 ;  Avery  Den- 
nison, 1846 ;  Samuel  Jones,  1852 ;  Loring 
Hawley,  1853;  Joseph  Tobin,  1854;  Prcsper 
LeDue,  1855 ;  Fred  H.  Walker,  1856 ;  William 
E.  Hartsig,  1857-58 ;  Arnold  Harwood,  1859 ; 
John  W.  Kingseott,  1860-61;  John  Wardhoff, 
1862-66;   Peter   Eotarius,    1867;    George   H. 
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Brinla^rs.  18ti8 ;  Louis  llartsig,  1869-71;  Mar- 
tin J.  Hoifiiian,  1872-74;  Vincent  Tremble, 
1875-77;  Mathias  Hoffman,  1878-79;  Louis 
Ilartsig,  1880 ;  Peter  Miller,  1881-82 ;  Mathias 
Hoffman,  1883-84;  Joseph  Riuke,  1885-86; 
Julius  Lefevre,  1887-88 ;  Joseph  Binke,  1889- 
1890;  Ferdinand  Grobbel,  1891-92;  Julius  Le- 
fevre, 1893-94;  Francis  J.  MiUer,  1895-96; 
(ieorge  Burr,  1897-98;  Edward  H.  Peek,  1899- 
1900;  Jacob  ITartsig,  1901-02;  Peter  Sehan- 
her,  1903-04 ;  Michael  Smith,  1905. 

Among  the  names  of  those  who  have  helped 
](uike  the  history  of  Warren  Township  should 
be  named  especially  George  Bolam,  the  old- 
time  supervisor  and  "King  of  Warren"; 
various  members  of  the  Groesbeek  family,  who 
for  years  were  powerful  in  Warren  politics, 
of  whom  two  members,  Charles  S.  and  Louis, 
liecame  prominent  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens; 
the  Lefevre  brothers,  who  a  little  later  occu- 
pied very  similar  positions  in  tlie  Democratic 
jiarty  of  Warren ;  Arnold  Harwood,  who  came 
originally  from  Vermont,  and  had  lived  in 
Richmond  Township  and  Mt.  Clemens  before 
lie  settled  in  Warren,  who  has  lived  in  War- 
ren for  the  past  half  century  and  upwards, 
and  shares  with  Almon  D.  Jenny  the  honor 
of  being  the  oldest  living  residents  of  War- 
ren, and  many  others,  some  of  whom  ivill  be 
mentioned  in  the  biographical  section  of  this 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Tradition  has  it  that  upon  the  return  of  the 
Harrington  family  to  Frederick,  after  the 
elose  of  the  War  of  1812,  they  found  squatted 
upon  their  lands  some  former  residents  of 
Canada  who,  however,  apparently  had  no  in- 
tentions of  wrongfully  appropriating  others' 
property,  and  promptly  vacated,  and  moved 
further  on  up  the  river  and  located  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Utica.  Among  this  little  col- 
ony was  Thomas  Squires,  who  is  generally  re- 
puted to  have  been  the  first  white  inhabitant 
who  died  in  Utica.  His  father,  Nathaniel 
Squires,  with  his  mother,  Jemima,  and  his 
brother,  Hiram,  located  near  the  present  site 
of  XJtiea  in  May,  1817.  Among  these  inhabi- 
tants who  were  compelled  to  leave  the  Har- 
rington farm  was  the  Hoxie,  who  afterwards 
settled  near  Romeo,  who  is  sometimes  reputed 
to  be  the  earliest  settler  there.  Vague  stories 
concerning  the  antecedents  of  Hoxie  and  his 
reputed  connection  with  the  lake  pirate, 
"Black  Snake,"  were  current  as  furnishing  a 


rca.son  why  he  and  a  few  companions  sought 
refuge  in  the  wilds  north  of  Detroit.  He  was 
formerly  a  lumberman  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
River.  The  elder  Squire,  in  partnership  with 
Joseph  Cook,  located  640  acres  on  section  28, 
in  Shelby,  and  there  resided  until  his  death 
in  1832.  Joclamy  Squire,  a  half-sister  of 
Thomas  and  Hiram,  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Utica,  in  July,  1817.  She  was  after- 
wards a  Mrs.  Muir,  of  Abnont.  About  this 
same  time,  if  not  with  the  Squires,  came  a  man 
by  the  name  of  MacDougal,  who  visited  the 
few  log  cabins  already  erected  and  gave  a 
dance,  the  music  of  which  he  furnished  with 
his  fiddle.  He  seems  to  have  fiddled  his  way 
into  the  hearts  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  relying 
on  his  promises  to  return  the  next  year  with 
more  settlers  and  to  found  a  village,  called  the 
little  community  "  MacDougalville, "  Mac- 
Dougal's  promises  proving  false,  the  indig- 
nant people  gradually  dropped  the  name  and 
the  author  is  assured  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K. 
Selleck  that  when  she  came  to  Utica,  in  1831, 
the  name  commonly  used  was  "Hog  HoUow." 
However,  when  the  first  plat  of  the  place  was 
made  by  Joseph  Stead,  in  November,  1829,  he 
called  the  place  "Harlow,"  after  an  English 
town.  This  plat  included  what  is  now  the 
heart  of  the  village,  but  was  later  modified  so 
that  neither  its  streets  nor  lots  correspond  in 
name  or  dimensions  with  the  present  town. 
There  were  44  lots  platted,  facing  Franklin, 
Washington,  Hamilton,  Monroe  and  Adams 
streets.  A  later  plat  of  the  village  made  by 
Joseph  Stead  covered  a  much  larger  portion 
of  the  present  village.  The  first  tavern  in 
the  town  was  kept  by  Benjamin  Kittridge. 

In  1831,  when  Luther  K,  Madison  came  to 
Utica,  a  one-story  hotel  was  on  the  northwest 
comer  of  the  main  streets  and  was  kept  by 
John  Allen.  At  this  time,  Gurden  C.  Leech 
built  the  first  two  stories  of  the  old  Exchange 
Hotel  for  Madison.  Madison  had  come  from 
Rochester,  New  York,  to  Detroit,  and  fearing 
the  cholera  there,  as  it  was  then  prevalent,  had 
come  on  to  Utica.  Leech  used  some  mill  tim- 
ber which  had  already  been  cut,  and  cutting 
the  rest  of  the  lumber  from  trees  standing  on 
his  own  lands,  had  the  house  inclosed  so  that 
the  family  moved  iu  inside  of  six  weeks.  Mr, 
Madison  kept  the  hotel  for  about  three  years 
and  then  returned  to  Detroit,  for  about  the 
same  period  during  which  he  kept  the  Bur- 
lingame  House,  After  his  return  to  Utica  he 
lived  on  farms  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
until  about  1850,  when  he  purchased  the  Jen- 
ney  house  in  Utica,  which  he  ran  for  a  while, 
and  after  its  sale  removed  to  Grand  Rapids. 
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Among  tilt;  families  that  occupied  the  dozen 
houses  of  the  village  upon  the  coming  of  the 
Madisona,  were  Harlehigh  Carter,  Payne  K. 
Leeeh,  Gurden  C.  Leech,  John  Allen,  Samuel 
Adair  and  his  sons  George  and  W.  P.,  Dr. 
Lyman  T.  Jenney,  Dr.  Henry  B.  Shetterly, 
while  in  the  immediate  vicinity  were  Joseph 
Hoxie,    Asa     Huntly,     Elias     Scott,     Ralph 

"Wright,  John  Stead,  Holmes,  

Covel  and  George  and  Steven  Merrill,  From 
other  sources  we  learn  that  at  this  time  be- 
sides the  above  named,  there  were  located  in 
and  about  Utiea,  John  James,  William  A,  Da- 
vis, "William  Smith,  Ethan  and  Luman 
Squires,  Lyman  Wentworth,  B.  L.  "Watkins, 
Peter  Moe,  Jedediah  and  Auiasa  Messenger, 
Joseph  Lester  and  Anthony  King. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  a  shanty 
which  stood  very  near  the  site  of  the  present 
school  house,  and  was  first  used  during  the 
winter  of  1818-19.  The  seats  ware  basswood 
logs  split  in  the  middle  and  supported  by  pegs. 
They  had  no  backs,  nor  desks,  and  black 
boards  were  hung  upon  the  wall  at  conven- 
ient heights  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  There 
were  fourteen  or  fifteen  pupils  in  schools 
kept  for  about  two  months.  In  1821  a  new 
school  house  was  built,  standing  on  Cass 
street,  and  one  of  the  best  remembered  teach- 
ers in  it  was  Prescott  B.  Thurston,  afterwards 
Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county.  Another  log 
school  house  was  also  erected  at  an  early  date 
near  the  site  of  the  present  railroad  depot. 

The  first  wedding  occurred  in  1819,  when 
Eleazer  Scott,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  married  a 
sister  of  one  of  the  settlers,  Irene  Sweet,  to 
one  Johnson,  who  came  from  above  Rochester. 

As  in  Mt.  Clemens,  almost  the  first  improve- 
ment made,  outside  of  a  dwelling,  was  a  dis- 
tillery, one  having  been  built  previous  to 
1828  by  "WiUiam  A,  Davis.  A  second  one  was 
erected  in  1831  by  Payne  K.  Leech.  In  about 
1843-4  a  third  one  was  erected  by  James 
Stephens,  and  the  following  year  a  fourth  by 
Charles  Chapel  on  the  canal. 

In  1828-9  Adam  Price  built  the  first  saw 
mill  and  grist  mill.  Two  years  earlier,  a  saw 
mill  had  been  erected  by  Jacob  Price  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Utiea  mills.  The  town  was 
called  Harlow  until  1833,  when  in  obedience 
to  the  wishes  of  many  from  New  York  state 
who  had  settled  here,  it  was  determined  at  an 
election  held  at  the  house  of  Elias  Scott,  to 
adopt  as  the  name  of  the  village,  the  name  of 
New  York's  prominent  city,  Utiea.  The  name 
was  suggrated  by  Gurden  C.  Leeeh.  Tt  is 
whispered  that  in  the  celebration  which  fol- 
lowed the  new  christening  of  the  place,  the 


products  of  the  distillery  were  freely  sam- 
pled. 

Under  an  act  approved  March  9,  1838,  a 
portion  of  the  townships  of  Shelby  and  Jeffer- 
son (now  Sterling)  was  incorporated  as  the 
village  of  Utiea,  and  the  first  village  election 
ordered  to  be  held  at  the  school  house  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May,  1838.  Organization  as 
a  village  was  affected  under  this  act,  but  was 
soon  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  confusion  and  dis- 
couragement that  followed  the  financial  panics 
and  industrial  disasters  of  the  next  few  years. 

In  1838-39,  what  was  commonly  spoken  of 
as  the  Strap  Railroad,  was  built.  The  rails  of 
the  road  were  made  of  poles  strapped  on  to 
logs  and  the  propelling  power  was  horse.  The 
road  was  to  run  to  Detroit  and  have  its  ter- 
minus on  the  Campus  Martins,  but  never 
reached  that  point.  "Within  five  miles  of  the 
place  it  turned  off  and  ran  to  Conner's  Creek. 
Gurden  C.  Leech  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Clark  and  one  by  the  name  of  Moore  were 
most  prominent  and  active  in  building  it.  Its 
terminus  at  Utiea  was  near  the  present  rail- 
road crossing,  and  in  connection  with  it  was 
erected  a  large  three-story  hotel  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  known  as  the  Railroad  Ho- 
tel. One  of  the  carpenters  who  worked .  on 
this  hotel  was  one  Sheldon,  who  afterwards 
took  part  in  the  Patriot  "War.  The  road  was 
only  operated  a  short  time,  and  proved  to  be 
but  another  one  of  the  fiascos  which  character- 
ized the  period. 

During  this  period  Utiea  was  the  center  of 
great  activity,  and  by  reason  of  the  building 
of  the  canal  and  the  operation  of  the  Utiea 
Bank,  shared  to  greater  extent  than  any  other 
spot  in  the  county,  both  in  the  wild  hopes  and 
dreams  with  which  those  enterprises  were 
started  and  in  the  disasters  and  depressions 
which  followed  the  collapse  of  the  schemes. 

In  1846  D.  M.  Price  and  Charles  W.  Chapel 
built  the  canal  mills,  now  Imown  as  the  canal 
railroad  mills,  utilizing  as  a  mill  race  the 
canal  which  has  ever  since  been  kept  in  repair 
for  the  sake  of  its  water  power  between  Roch- 
ester and  Utiea. 

The  first  church  built  in  Utiea  was  the  M. 
E.  Church,  on  the  east  side  of  the  canal,  a  lit- 
tle south  of  the  school  house.  From  there  it 
was  moved  to  its  present  site.  The  Congrega- 
tionalist  Church  was  built  in  1856  and  the 
Catholic  about  1870.  The  German  Lutheran 
Church  was  dedicated  August  20,  1882. 

Aside  from  the  Utiea  Sentinel,  which  was 
started  in  1876  and  has  continued  a  success- 
ful publication  ever  since,  the  press  has  been 
represented  in  T'tica  only  by  the  Enterprise, 
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\\-lii(.-li  rail  for  a  short  time  in  the  wiid-cat 
period,  and  the  Utiea  Citizen,  started  in  1882, 
and  which  died  at  an  early  age.  According  ta 
one  authority,  the  Enterprise  was  published 
l)y  Henry  Fish  and  R.  AV.  Jenney,  with  C  B. 
II.  Fessenden  as  editor,  althongh  it  is  also 
(ilaimed  that  it  was  started  by  Gurden  C. 
Leech  and  published  by  Luther  K.  Madigon. 
William  H.  Marvin,  in  1876,  eame  from  To- 
U'do  and  located  at  Utica  and  there  started 
the  tTtiea  Sentinel.  lie,  with  tlie  help  of  his 
family,  have  edited  and  printed  the  paper 
ever  since.  It  has  slowly  won  its  way  and  is 
now  widely  read  not  only  in  the  county  but 
by  former  residents  of  the  county.  The  paper 
has  been  independent  in  politics,  progressive 
in  its  business,  and  is  successful  in  every  way. 

In  October,  1835,  a  Presbyterian  Church 
wufi  organized  at  Utica,  the  last  records  of 
which  that  can  be  found  are  dated  Septem- 
ber, 1845.  This  was  started  during  the  wild- 
cat times,  when  West  Utica  particularly  was 
booming.  That  part  of  the  village  was  staked 
off  into  village  lots  and  spaces  reserved  for 
parks,  and  the  large  railroad  hotel  (which 
afterwards  burned)  was  built.  A  large  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  commenced,  but  never 
got  beyond  the  frame  and  roof.  The  organi- 
zation, however,  probably  continued  up  urtil 
jioarly  the  time  when  the  Congregational 
(Church  "'as  organized,  the  first  move  toward 
which  was  taken  November  30,  1854,  the  or- 
franizatiou  being  finally  consummated  Janu- 
nvy  11.  1855.  The  present  church  building 
was  erected  in  the  sunnner  of  1856,  and  th<'. 
Hi'v.  William  Piatt,  from  Oberliu,  was  the 
fivNt  jiastor.  He  remained  for  seventeen  years, 
luitil  -Time,  1871,  leaving  Utica  for  Lodl 
Plains.  lie  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Obediah 
llobbs,  who  remained  however  only  six 
iiionths.  After  being  six  months  without  a 
jiastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breed  came,  continuing 
his  work  imtil  April  1,  1877.  During  his  pas- 
torate the  membership  increased  three  fold. 
I!ev.  Alworth  followed,  remaining  nearly  two 
years.  In  October.  1879,  Rev.  William  Piatt, 
the  first  pastor,  returned  and  remained  until 
liis  death  in  August,  1880.  He  was  among  the 
most  beloved  and  respected  ministers  Utiea 
has  ever  Irnown ;  was  bom  in  Lebanon  County, 
Ne(\  Vcii'k,  November  3,  1818,  and  by  his  own 
cfTorts,  after  his  conversion  secured  his  edu- 
I'lition.  In  the  '40's  he  took  an  active  part  in 
tile  anti-slavery  agitation.  He  had  been  in 
[lastoral  work  at  Lapeer  some  eight  years  be- 
fore coining  to  Utica. 

Hev.  IT,  M,  Wright  became  pastor  of  this 
chm-eb  .Jamiaiy  i?,  1881,  coming  from  Anlo- 


ver  Theological  Seminary.  The  Rev.  J.  Wal- 
ter Thrush  succeeded  Mr.  Wright  in  July, 
1885,  and  remained  two  yeara,  to  be  succeeded 
by  the  Rev,  John  Thomas,  who  remained  about 
a  year.  Rev.  Jesse  Povey  was  acting  pastor 
for  two  years  after  November,  1888,  and  was 
followed  successfully  by  the  Rev.  H,  A,  Nieh- 
ok.  Rev,  J,  H,  Butler,  Rev.  W.  F.  Wilmot, 
and  Rev,  Jonathan  Turner. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  one  of 
the  old  land  marks  of  Utiea  and  was  organ- 
ized in  an  early  day,  its  present  pastor  being 
Rev.  Manly  P.  Karr,  As  stated  before,  the 
church  was  originally  built  in  1840  near  the 
canal  and  later  moved  to  its  present  site. 

The  first  doctor  in  Utica  was  Lyman  T, 
Jenney,  who  had  retired  from  active  practice 
as  early  as  1845,  In  his  early  practice,  the 
doctor  was  compelled  to  walk  for  the  two-fold 
reason  that  there  were  no  horses  about  the 
country  then  nor  roads  upon  which  they  could 
be  used.  He  has  been  known  to  walk  as  far  as 
Frederick  and  Romeo  to  visit  his  patients. 
Dr.  Henry  R.  Shetterly  was  another  of  the 
very  early  physicians  to  be  followed  a  little 
later  by  Drs,  Powers,  Cowee,  W.  W.  Andrus, 
and  Dr.  Wm.  Brownell  (who  came  to  this 
coiuitry  in  the  Spring  of  1851),  and  Dr.  P.  A. 
Knight,  who  eame  in  1845.  The  medical  pro- 
fession in  Utiea  have  always  contained  some 
of  its  most  progressive  and  active  citizens, 
and  upon  them  have  fallen  to  an  imusual  ex- 
tent, the  managejnent  of  its  public  affairs. 

The  present  Utica  banking  company  was 
organized  about  1896,  under  the  management 
of  H.  J.  LaJIontaine,  and  has  since  conducted 
a  careful,  conservative  and  successful  bank- 
ing business. 

The  first  postmaster  was  William  Smith, 
familiarly  known  as  "Picket"  Smith.  He 
received  this  nick  name  from  the  fact  that  he 
conceived  the  idea  of  making  pickets  on  the 
fiats  near  tbe  river  and  fioating  them  down 
the  river  to  its  mouth  and  thence  to  Detroit, 
He  held  the  ofiice  from  1828-41.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  L,  Clark,  one  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  strap  railroad  who  kept  the 
office  in  a  small  building  on  Cass  street,  near- 
ly opposite  the  Mt,  Clemens  road,  being  the 
same  building  afterwards  used  as  a  bowling 
alley,  and  which  the  women  of  Utica  destroy- 
ed July  9,  1846,  in  their  indignation  over  the 
neglect  of  their  husbands,  brothers  and  lovers 
for  whom  the  "ball  alley"  had  too  strong  an 
attraction.  After  the  death  of  Clark,  Luther 
K,  Madison  became  postmaster. 

In  1845  the  citizens  of  Utiea  held  an  elec- 
tion to  select  a  postmaster,  and  John  James, 
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a  Whig,  was  chosen,  but  on  Uie  advice  of 
"Cult"'  Niles,  then  a  power  in  Democratic 
politics,  a  new  choice  was  made  and  Carey 
Worden  became  postmaster.  In  1849  John  N. 
Young,  the  first  president  of  the  re-ineorpo- 
rated  village,  was  postmaster.  He  resigned 
in  favor  of  John  H.  Kaple,  afterwards  post- 
master of  Detroit,  who  kept  the  office  in  a 
small  building  just  west  of  the  present  bank 
building.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  William 
Brownell,  and  he  in  turn  by  John  H.  Golf. 
Seymour  Brownell  was  appointed  postmaster 
February  11,  1858,  eleven  days  before  he  be- 
came twenty-one.  He  was  succeeded  by 
George  Brownell  in  1859,  and  he  in  turn  by 
William  W.  Andrus  in  1861,  Dr,  Andrus,  re- 
fusing to  "Johnsonize"  at  the  time  of  the 
difference  between  President  Johnson  and  his 
party,  a  new  postmaster  in  the  person  of  Reu- 
ben T.  St.  John  was  selected.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  William  H.  Scott,  and  he  by  Alex- 
ander Grant  in  1873.  Mrs.  J.  P.  Grant, 
Utica's  only  jKistmistress,  was  appointed  in 
1883  and  was  followed  by  William  S.  Andrus, 
S,  P.  St.  John  was  postmaster  under  Cleve- 
land's first  administration,  and  was  followeil 
by  Stuart  Beatty,  who,  however,  for  political 
reasons,  was  not  then  allowed  to  hold  the  of- 
fice for  any  length  of  time.  James  Grant 
served  as  postmaster  from  1889  to  1893,  and 
Syra  Morrison  for  the  next  four  years,  Fred 
H,  Clark  was  appointed  in  1897  and  remained 
postmaster  until  the  appointment  of  Stuart 
Beatty,  the  present  incumbent,  in  1903. 

Utica  has  been  singiilarly  fated  in  its  flres. 
Years  ago  a  large  fire  took  place  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Cass  and  Main  streets,  which 
burned  stores  owned  by  Seymour  Brownell 
and  J,  N,  Young,  and  a  few  years  later  the 
northwest  corner  of  these  streets  was  cleaned 
out.  In  each  case,  it  was  only  with  great  diffi- 
culty that  the  buildings  on  the  other  comers, 
the  Exchange  Hotel  and  the  Upton  Block, 
were  saved. 

The  to^vn  was  not  so  fortunate  in  May, 
1904,  when  on  Sunday  morning,  a  fire  was 
found  to  have  been  started  in  the  barn  of  the 
old  Exchange  Hotel,  opposite  the  Mt.  Clem- 
ens Road.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  not  known 
certainly,  but  is  thought  to  have  been  the  work 
of  a  tramp.  It  spread  rapidly  to  the  hotel 
and  from  there  across  the  road,  both  to  the 
north  and  to  the  east,  and  was  soon  entirely 
beyond  all  control  until  a  fire  department 
from  the  city  of  Detroit  reached  the  village. 
In  addition  to  the  Exchange  Hotel,  the  old 
land  mark  of  the  village  and  its  barn,  the 
residence  of  James  Messmore,  was  burned  in 


that  block.  Across  Cass  street  the  entire 
block  bounded  by  Main  and  Shelby  streets  and 
the  Mt.  Clemens  road,  was  swept,  wiping  out 
Rampton  's  shoe  store,  the  dry  goods  store  next 
door,  Messmore's  meat  market  and  adjacent 
store  building,  and  the  barn  back  of  it,  and 
Hupert's  house  and  bam  on  Main  street  at  the 
corner  of  Shelby  street.  On  the  northwest 
comer  of  Cass  and  Main  streets  the  bank 
building,  Chapatou's  shoe  store,  Hupert's 
meat  market  and  Abemethy's  shoe  store  were 
cleaned  out.  The  fire  also  crossed  Cass  street 
to  the  block  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main 
street  and  there  wiped  ont  the  Upton  Block, 
a  large  three-story  building  built  many  years 
ago,  and  also  the  residences  of  Mr.  William 
Upton  and  of  John  Ruby,  the  livery  bam 
owned  by  Mrs.  DeK'ay,  and  occupied  by  A,  G. 
Summers,  Orcutt's  blacksmith  shop  and  car- 
riage factory  and  the  large  carriage  factory 
of  Kaps,  and  then  continuing  northward,  con- 
sumed all  the  dwellings  to  a  point  nearly  200 
feet  beyond  the  alley,  running  through  the 
block  and  up  to  the  property  of  the  Catholic 
Church  on  the  west  side  of  Shelby  street.  At 
one  time  it  seemed  certain  that  no  part  of  the 
town  lying  to  the  windward  of  the  fire  could 
possibly  be  saved,  and  such  would  have  been 
the  case  had  the  arrival  of  the  fire  engines 
from  Detroit  been  delayed  a  few  minutes 
longer.  The  fire  involved  a  loss  of  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  $80,000,  and  seemed  temporarily  to 
mean  a  serious  setback  to  the  village,  but  the 
inhabitants  soon  went  to  work  with  renewed 
vigor  and  commenced  the  rebuilding  of  the 
burned  district  with  much  more  substantial 
and  handsome  structures  than  were  the  old 
ones,  and  the  loss  to  the  individuals  by  the 
fire  is  proving  to  be  the  community's  gain. 

July  9,  1905,  another  disastrous  fire,  in- 
volving approximately  $25,000  loss,  started  iu 
the  hotel  bam  of  the  Clinton  House,  and  be- 
fore its  progress  was  checked  the  Clinton 
House,  both  hotel  and  bam,  the  office  of  Dr. 
Wiley,  the  dwelling  of  John  Ruby,  the  hard- 
ware store  and  new  store  building  of  Wagner, 
and  Reick  Brothers'  store,  on  the  south  side 
of  Main  street  were  wiped  out. 

The  village  of  Utica,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
first  organized  years  ago,  but  the  organization 
falling  into  disuse,  it  was  re-incorporated  May 
10,  1877.  Its  first  President  was  John  N. 
Young,  who  came  to  Utica  in  1854.  Its  first 
Clerk  was  Alexander  Grant,  and  its  first 
Trustees  were  E.  P.  Adair,  William  H.  Har- 
vey. Joseph  Kaps,  J.  H.  St.  John,  Calvin 
Ladd,  Henry  Mitchell.  The  Presidency  of 
the  village  has  been  filled  successively  by  Dr. 


,y  Google 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OP  MACOMB  COUNTY 


643 


William  A.  Andrus,  William  H.  Harvey,  Je- 
hiel  S.  Hollister,  John  I.  Crissman,  Fred  J. 
DuseiUmry,  William  H.  Marvin,  Geo.  G.  Rob- 
I'rson  and  the  present  ineumbent,  August  R. 
Hahn. 

Froiu  the  humble  start,  which  has  been 
noted  before  in  the  way  of  school  hoiises, 
Utiea's  schools  have  progressed  until  they  are 
now  housed  in  a  fine  three-story  brick  iiuild- 
ingr,  occupying  a  commanding  site  north  of  the 
(tenter  of  the  town.  The  returns  show  that  in 
lil04,  the  school  pn>perty  was  estimated  to  be 
worth  *8,000,  and  that  of  the  226  children  of 
scliool  age  in  the  district,  176  had  been  en- 
rolled in  the  school  during  the  past  year; 
$;^,318.63  was  spent  by  the  district  during  the 
year. 

The  population  of  TJtiea,  according  to  each 
census  talcen  since  the  re-incorporation  of  the 
villimc,  is  as  follows:  1880,  493:  1884,  510; 
18ltll,  r,(i;J:  1894,  559;  1900,  562;  1904.  520. 

'I'he  clerks  and  treasurers  of  the  village  for 
the  past  twelve  years  have  been  as  follows: 
Clerks— Enoch  J.  Andrews,  1893-94;  Albert 
P.  Leech,  1895-97;  Enoch  J.  Andrews,  1898; 
John  P.  Hoilister,  1899-1904;  Ralph  Wilcox, 
1905.  Treasurers — Harmand  Reiek,  1887; 
Charles  11.  Pirman,  1888;  Howard  S.  Dusen- 
bury,  1889-94;  James  Mps.smore.  1895-96; 
Herman  J.  Reick,  1897 ;  Howard  S.  Dusen- 
bury,  1898-99;  Ernest  Hahn,  1900;  Howard 
O.  Messniore,  1901-02;  James  B.  Russell, 
l!)()i!-04;  Fi'ed  W.  Keick,  1!)05, 


{.'HAPTER  XV. 


The  early  history  of  the  northern  part 
of  this  township  is  closely  associated  with 
the  history  of  [Jtiea  and  a  reference  to  that 
I'liapter  will  show  many  of  the  names  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  township.  The  Clinton 
River  running  through  the  northerly  and 
easterly  portions  of  the  township  with  Plum 
Brook,  Beaver  Creek  and  the  Red  Run  af- 
ford wa.ys  and  means  of  drainage  for  the 
township.  Along  each  side  of  the  river  are 
old  established  highways,  along  which  many 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  to^vnship  lo- 
cated. The  one  on  the  west  side  becoming 
a  part,  of  the  Detroit  &  T'tica  Plank  Road 
Company,  was  for  many  years  operated  as  a 
toll  road.  Utiea  is  the  only  village  included 
in  the  township.  Sections  one,  two  and 
three  of  this  township  are  crossed  by  the 
ol:l  Clinton  &  Kalamazoo  Canal  referred  to 
in  another  ehapfer. 


The  iirst  election  in  the  township  held  at 
the  house  of  Jonatlian  T.  Allen,  April  6th, 
1835,  resulted  in  the  selection  of  William  A. 
Davis,  Supervisor;  John  M.  Chapman, 
Clerk;  John  St.  John,  Ellas  Scott,  and  Or- 
ton  Gibbs,  Assessors:  Abram  Freeland,  Col- 
lector; John  T.  Allen  and  Russell  Andrus, 
Directors  of  the  Poor;  Samuel  Merrill,  Louis 
Drake  and  Joseph  Stiekney,  Commissioners 
of  Highways;  Nathan  N.  Miller,  Elias  B. 
Jackson  and  Cordello  Curtiss,  School  Com- 
missioners; Alex  Warner  and  William  A. 
Davis,  Pound  Masters.  The  chief  township 
officers  since   that  time  have  been: 

Supervisors — William  A.  Davis,  1835;  Hi- 
lau  Ober,  1836-7;  Conntv  Commissioners, 
1838-42 :  William  A.  Davis,  1843 ;  John  B.  St. 
St.  John,  1844-48:  Hilan  Ober.  1849-50;  Eli 
S.  Scott,  1851;  John  B.  St.  John,  1852-55 
Leonard  M.  Caster,  1856 :  John  B.  St.  John, 
1857-59;  Benjamin  C.  (!unn,  I860;  A.  W. 
Aldrich.  1861;  John  B.  St.  John.  1862-69 
Samuel  H.  St.  John,  1870;  Seymour  Brown 
ell.  1871-72;  Humphrey  Murphy.  1873-91 
Ira  G.  Chapman,  1892-97;  Andrew  Burr, 
1898-1902:  Frank  P.  Porton.  1903-05. 

Clerks— Jajnes  Wallace,  1836;  Lyman  T. 
■Jennev.  1838;  C.  B.  H.  Fessenden,  1840 
Chester  W.  Phelps,  1841-45;  Julius  A.  Smith, 
1847 ;  William  Cowie.  1848 :  George  A.  Adair, 
1849;  Elias  Scott,  1850;  James  AbemetlQr, 
1851-52:  L.  L.  Bailey.  1854:  Seth  K.  Shet- 
lerly.  1855;  George  Brownell,  1862;  Elam 
Aloe,  1869;  George  Brownell.  1870;  George 
W,  Abemethy.  1872;  George  Brownell.  1873- 
75:  George  W.  Abernethy,  1877;  George 
Brownell.  1878;  Seth  K.  Shetterly.  1879; 
Erastus  W.  Lawrence,  1881;  Seth  K.  Shet- 
terlv,  1883-89;  George  W.  Rubv.  1890;  Seth 
K.  Shetterlv.  1891-92:  William  F.  Nank, 
Herbert  E.  IMeClellan,  1893-94:  Louis  H. 
Stead,  1895-98;  Tom  Reddiek,  1899-1902; 
Prank  I.  Schoonover,  1903-05. 

Treasurers — Abram  Freeland.  1836;  Elea- 
zer  Edgerton.  1838;  James  A.  Hicks,  1839; 
C.  McKisson.  1840;  Elias  Scott.  1841;  Amos 
B.  Cooley.  1842;  Ralph  Wright.  1843;  Wal- 
ter Porter.  1844 ;  Hilan  Ober,  1845 :  George 
E.  Adair,  1847;  Hilan  Ober.  1848;  John  B. 
St.  John.  1849:  Cranson  Belden,  1850;  C.  L. 
Rice.  1851 ;  A.  H.  Welden,  1852 ;  Elias  Scott, 
1853 :  George  M.  Davis.  1854 ;  W.  H.  Lester, 
1855;  Eleazer  Edgerton,  1856:  Gilbert  Rice, 
1857 ;  Phineas  Andrus.  1858 :  John  B. 
Wright,  I860;  Charles  S.  Hutehins,  1861; 
Aiig.  H.  Morrison,  1862;  Francis  Wright, 
1864;  William  N.  Soper,  1866-68;  George 
.M.    Davis,    1870-71;    George    Upton,    1873; 
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Louis  Burr,  1875-76;  Henry  P.  Mitchell, 
1878;  David  V.  Robinson,  1880-81;  Martin 
Firman,  1882-3;  James  Messmore,  1884-85; 
Godfried  Miller,  1886-7;  James  Messmore, 
1888;  Godfried  Miller,  1889-90;  Julius  Mil- 
ler, 1891;  Louis  Stead,  1892-93;  Alfred 
Schoonover,  1894-95 ;  David  V,  Robinson 
1896-97;  Julius  Fischer,  1898;  Dean  C. 
"Wright.  1899-1900;  George  W.  Abernathy, 
1901-02;  Howard  Messmore,  1903;  Henry 
Dopp,  1904-05. 

The  schools  of  Sterling  are  included  in 
seven  districts.  The  school  property  esti- 
mated worth  is  $8,100.00.  In  1905  there  was 
reported  as  expended  for  teachers'  wages, 
$2,499.00  and  the  preceding  year  a  total 
school  expense  of  $3,022.20.  The  schools 
are  well  conducted  and  equipped,  and  main- 
tain nine  and  ten  months'  school  annually. 
The  following  list  of  early  laud  buyers,  to- 
gether with  the  biographical  sketches  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  will  afford  consid- 
erable information  concerning  the  early  and 
present  prominent  men  of  the  town. 

The  chief  purchaser  of  Government  lands 
in  section  1  of  this  township,  was  Isaac  L. 
Moe  of  New  York  city  in  August  of  1835. 
In  1832-1834-35,  three  men  came  from  On- 
tario County,  New  York,  and  took  up  lands 
in  section  two.  These  were  Heil  Phelps,  Hi- 
ram Harris  and  Adonijah  M.  Beebe.  In  the 
latter  year,  too.  Nun  Moe,  of  Mt.  Clemens 
Distillery  fame,  purchased  in  section  two  as 
did  his  brother,  Isaac  L.  Moe.  In  this  same 
year,  too,  came  that  sterling  pioneer  so  long 
a  resident  of  the  Town  Line  road,  Loekwood 
C.  Russell  from  Massachusetts.  The  other 
early  land  buyers  in  this  section  were  Will- 
iam B.  Ferris,  Jr.,  Emory  M,  Humphrey  and 
Philander  Powell. 

Section  three  attracted  Eleazon  Scott. 
Loring  H.  Bronson,  Peter  Moe,  Henry  B. 
Shetterly  (Utica's  earliest  physician,  father 
of  Seth  K.  Shetterly),  and  George  A. 
O'Keefe,  one  of  Macomb  county's  earliest 
prosecuting  attorneys. 

In  section  4,  we  find  William  A.  Davis, 
Loring  H.  Bronson,  Elijah  Bachelor,  William 
Smith,  Nathaniel  C.  Naramor  and  Alexander 
Warren,  names  familiar  to  Utica's  old  set- 
tlers, as  are  those  who  purchased  early  in 
sections  5  and  6.  In  1830,  Darius  Clark  of 
Oakland  County,  in  1831  Walter  Wentworth 
of  Monroe  County,  New  York,  and  in  1832 
Andrew  Brown  and  Elanor  Johnson  each 
took  up  lands  in  section  5.  They  were  fol- 
lowed in  1835  by  John  A.  Wood,  Stephen 
Beall.  Sanuiel  Fowler.  William  A.  Davis  and 


Gurdoii  C.  Leech.  In  section  six,  we  find 
Mark  Wilcox,  a  purchaser  as  early  as  June 
10th,  1826,  to  be  followed  in  1827  by  John 
B.  St.  John  (for  so  many  years  supervisor 
in  Sterling  and  the  first  comer  of  a  family 
who  have  been  so  prominent  in  and  about 
Utica  during  its  entire  history),  and  AVill- 
iam  Thomas  from  Livingston  County,  New 
York.  In  1831,  among  the  buyers,  we  find 
the  names  of  Peter  J.  Desnoyer  of  Detroit, 
Ephraim  Calkins  of  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  and  Christopher  Sparks  of  Monroe 
County,  New  York. 

Livingston  and  Ontario  counties  of  New 
York  furnished  the  bulk  of  the  purchasers 
from  the  Government  in  section  7,  James 
Mc Vicar  and  William  Thomas,  coming  from 
the  former  in  1827,  and  William  and  Elias 
Jackson  from  the  latter  in  1832.  Humph- 
rey Adams  from  Oakland  County  also 
bought  in  this  section  in  1831. 

In  section  8  we  find  the  names  of  John 
A.  Wood  of  Rennselaer  County,  New  York, 
Samuel  Fisher,  Samuel  B.  and  Justin  J.  Mer- 
rill of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  Abram 
Freeland  (later  sheriff),  John  Summers, 
Burgess  B.  and  Catharine  Calkin,  Ralph 
Runyan  and  Charles  Siimniers. 

Section  9  was  acquired  by  Samuel  Fisher 
of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  Payne  K. 
Leech  of  Ontario  County,  New  York,  Tim- 
othy Lester  of  Windham  County,  Connecti- 
cut, and  John  M.  Chipman  of  Oakland  Coun- 
ty, Amos  W.  and  Seth  Williams,  and  William 
Kiley  Chapel.  In  section  10,  we  And  the 
names  of  Asa  Huntley,  George  A.  O'Keefe, 
James  Wallis,  Philander  S.  Cowles  and  An- 
drew J.  Whitney.  The  last  named  shares 
with  George  McDougall  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  purchasers  of  land  in  this  township, 
as  they  each  entered  lands  Nov.  12th,  1818. 

Monroe  County,  New  York,  furnished 
four  of  the  land  buyers  in  section  11,  Orlien 
Go r dan,  Phillip  Plass,  Daniel  Simmons  and 
Emory  M.  Humphrey  from  that  county  hav- 
ing purchased  in  October,  1835.  The  others 
in  this  section  are  Sibbel  Bardwell.  George 
Beckwith,  Delsey  Benjamin,  George  W.  Elli- 
son and  Davis  Schuyler. 

Section  12  was  taken  up  in  1835  by  John 
Loekwood  of  Oakland  County,  Horace  W. 
Kittredge  of  Macomb  County,  Owen  Phillips 
of  Chenango  County,  New  York,  in  1836  by 
Willard  Woodward,  Anionic  Joslin  of  Ma- 
comb and  Ralph  Wright  of  Livingston 
County,  New  York  (the  father  of  Francis 
and  John  B.  Wright),  and  in  1836  by 
George  Beckwith. 
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111  section  13  ajjpears  the  names  of  Jesse 
Soper  of  Monroe  County,  New  York  (1S32), 
Chester  Kurd,  of  Genesee  County,  New  York, 
in  1834 ;  Ray  G.  Waite  of  Yates  County,  New, 
York;  Eli  Stone  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York;  Henry  Sprague  of  Oakland  County, 
Henry  Harvey  of  Macomb  County  and 
Owen  Phillips. 

George  McDougall  took  up  on  November 
12th,  1818,  a  portion  of  section  14,  but  it 
was  nearly  five  years  later  before  any  one 
followed  his  example.  At  that  time.  Carle- 
ton  Crittenden  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  and  Taber  Wilcox  of  Macomb  County 
each  purchased  tracts  in  this  section.  An- 
other ten  years  went  by  before  Peter  O. 
Ober  of  Macomb  County  made  two  entries 
and  at  about  tlie  same  time,  Louis  Drake 
made  a  purchase  in  this  section.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  18.S4,  Eleazer  Edgerton  se- 
cured a  portion  of  this  section. 

The  earliest  purchase  in  section  15  was 
made  October  29th.  1823,  by  Taber  Wilcox, 
and  it  was  not  until  1832  that  the  next  pur- 
chaser, Daniel  Pitts  of  Genesee  County,  New 
York,  made  his  entry.  He  was  followed  the 
next  year  by  John  Cooly  of  Seneca  County, 
New  York,  and  John  Bowman  of  Macomb 
County.  In  1834  John  Lee  of  Macomb,  and 
Amos  M.  Gates  of  Genesee  County,  New 
York,  bought  in  this  section  as  did  Charles 
W.  Chapel,  and  William  II.  Brockway,  both 
of  Macomb,  during  the  year  1835. 

In  1834-5  section  17  was  taken  up  by 
Ralph  Bunyan,  Jacob  Summers,  Jr.,  John 
Freeland,  William  Jackson,  William  Gibson 
and  Gurdon  C.  Leech  of  Macomb  County, 
and  William  Millard  and  John  P.  Pricke  of 
Oakland  County.  In  1831  Eli  Witt  and 
John  Gibson  took  up  lands  in  section  18  to 
be  followed  three  years  later  by  Nathan 
Calkins,  James  Tubbs,  John  Gibson,  and 
Philander  Cotton.  These  were  joined  in 
1836  by  Benjamin  Liver  mo  re,  and  Lydia 
Postal.  Mr.  Livermore  also  at  the  same 
time  took  up  lands  in  section  19  where  he 
had  been  preceded  by  Abram  Smith  of 
Steuben  County,  New  York,  Samuel  Clark 
of  Oakland  County,  William  Jackson  of  this 
County,  Israel  Moore  of  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  and  Algernon  L.  Hollister  of 
Oakland  County.  Later  in  this  same  sec- 
tion came  Richard  Nelson  of  New  York  city 
and  Edward  W.  Peck  of  Oakland  County, 
both  in  1836. 

Peck  and  G.  C.  Leech  also  took  up  lands 
in  section  20  as  in  1835  did  Patrick  M.  Flood, 
Richard  Hotham  and  Oliver  Sherman  of  Oak- 


land County,  and  John  Dods  of  New  York 
city.  The  now  familiar  names  of  G.  C. 
Leech,  John  James,  Isaac  L.  Moe  appear 
among  the  purchasers  in  section  21  as  do  the 
names  of  Slyvamis  Bachelor  and  Asa  Bache- 
lor and  Andrew  D.  Davidson,  all  of  Macomb. 
In  1832-5,  lands  were  entered  in  section  22 
by  Oliver  Crocker,  Francis  Marchant,  Altha 
Rice,  Cyrus  Smith,  Henry  Creswicke,  Amos 
W.  Watkins,  Johnson  Green  and  G.  C.  Leech. 

Section  23  furnishes  us  several  names  fa- 
miliar to  all  acquainted  with  Sterling  since 
Henry  J.  Stead  in  December  of  1831,  Eleazer 
Edgerton  in  June  of  1832,  Harley  Rice  in 
June  of  1832,  John  Rice  in  October  of  1833 
and  Sylvanus  Bachelor  in  July  of  1832  each 
took  up  lands  in  this  section. 

In  section  24  we  again  find  the  name  of 
George  MeDongall  (without  giving  his  for- 
mer address)  who  again  entered  lands  in 
November  of  1818.  In  1823,  Julius  C.  Un- 
derwood of  Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 
and  Andrew  Cone  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  made  their  entries.  George  F.  Stead 
of  this  county  was  the  only  purchaser  in 
1831.  In  1832,  however,  we  find  Orton 
.  Gibbs,  Chester  Cowles  and  Joseph  Robert- 
jean.  The  bulk  of  section  25  was  taken  up 
during  the  year  1833  by  Allen  W.  Hurlbut, 
Henry  M.  Griffin,  Cordelo  Curtis,  Chauneey 
G.  Cady,  and  Charles  McComber,  although 
John  Millar  made  an  entry  in  June,  1831. 

George  F.  Stead  was  the  earliest  purchaser 
in  section  26,  having  made  his  entry  in  De- 
cember, 1833.  He  was  followed  in  1834  by 
Thomas  Stead  and  Jacob  Tucker.  The  lat- 
ter also  purchased  in  1835  as  did  Loring 
Bryant,  Chauneey  G.  Cady,  Gurdon  C. 
Leech,  Edward  Smith,  John  H.  White  and 
Jeremiah  Godfrey.  Besides  Gurdon  C. 
Leech  and  John  James  in  section  27,  we  find 
the  names  of  James  Covel,  Jr.,  and  Alexan- 
der Peterson.  Those  who  made  entries  in 
section  28  were  William  and  James  Aber- 
nathy,  Washington  Standley,  Albert  G.  Ful- 
ler and  Mason  J.  Jones,  all  in  1835.  In  1835, 
too,  Silas  W.  StoweU  of  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  Daniel  Dunn  and  Walter  Coujan  of 
Saratoga  County,  New  York,  Septer  Scott 
of  this  county  and  Thomas  Emerson  of  Bos- 
ton entered  lauds  in  section  29. 

Dunn  &  Coujan  also  appear  among  the 
purchasers  in  section  30.  The  balance  of 
this  section  was  taken  up  by  Michigan  men, 
viz.,  Hiram,  Brittian  and  Benjamin  F.  Skin- 
ner, James  Wood,  Philetus  Perry  and  Rob- 
ert Frieburii,  all  of  Oakland  County;  James 
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Walton  of  this  county  and  Alvak  Ewers  of 
Wayne  County. 

In  1834,  Franklin  E.  Barton,  Jeremiah 
Wilson,  Charles  Bprague  and  Asher  D.  King 
each  made  purchases  in  section  31.  CooJey, 
Brooks  and  Jones,  who  platted  a  large  por- 
tion of  Jit.  Clemens,  were  also  among  the 
Government  purchasers  in  this  section,  as 
were  also  Franklin  Ames,  1835,  and  Hiram 
Walker  in  1836.  Ames  &  Leech  also  took 
up  lands  in  section  32  where  we  also  find 
the  names  of  Josiah  II.  Alger,  1834,  Jehiel 
Crigger  in  1834;  Charles  Spragne  in  1834; 
Silas  W.  StoweU  and  Ira  Alger  in  1835. 

The  Alters  and  Leech  also  took  lands  in 
section  33.  The  other  early  purchasers  be- 
ing Chester  Crooks,  Mary  Spinnings  and  Ed- 
win Stevens.  In  section  34  among  the  early 
purchasers,  we  find  Joseph  Stickney,  of  Ad- 
dison County,  Vermont ;  Asa  Bachelor,  Dan- 
iel Kearney,  Oliver  Sherman  and  Edwin 
Jerome.  Section  35  brings  forth  the  names 
of  Lucy  Little,  1831 ;  Henry  Sperry,  Eddius 
H.  Rood,  Allen  W.  Hurlbut,  David  Stickney, 
Phoebe  Rood,  Jonathan  Stickney,  John 
Scott  and  Thomas  Wellington.  Charles  Mc- 
Comber  of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  only  early  land  buyer 
in  section  36  who  was  not  already  a  Michi- 
gan man,  the  others  being  Moses  Robert- 
jean  and  Joseph  Porton  of  Wayne  County 
and  Oliver  Sloore,  John  Harvey,  Charles  J. 
Forton  and  Cujiah  Tingley  of  this  county. 
Did  time  and  space  permit,  many  interest- 
ing stories  could  be  told  of  the  old  settlers 
of  Sterling,  but  lack  of  these  and  of  better 
acquaintance  on  the  part  of  the  writer  for- 
bid. However,  at  least  a  passing  notice  must 
be  given  to  the  quaint  and  genial  character 
of  Humphrey  Murphy,  who  for  nineteen 
years  represented  the  township  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  His  genial  face  and  unfail- 
ing wit,  not  to  speak  of  his  sound  common 
sense  and  native  shrewdness  were  sadly 
missed  when  the  fickle  changes  of  polities 
brought  about  his  retirement. 

The  population  of  Sterling  according  to 
the  census  returns,  has  been  as  follows: 

1837    523 

1840   677 

1845   831 

1850    876 

1854   980 

1860   1082 

1864   1210 

1870   1549 

1874   1711 

1880   2088 


1884   . 
1890   . 
1894 
1900 
1904 


.2040 
.2038 
.1985 
.1915 
.1877 


The  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  as 

equalized  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  as  follows : 

1842  $  45,190.00 

1846  45,877.00 

1851  49,880.00 

1856  249,602.00 

1861  233,431.00 

1866  259,899.00 

1871  319.000.00 

1876  340,000,00 

1881  973.000.00 

1886  890,000.00 

1891  915,000.00 

1896  890.000.00 

1901  985,000.00 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


SHELBY  TOWNSHIP. 


Portions  of  the  History  of  this  township 
are  inchided  in  the  chapters  on  Utica  and  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal.  In  common 
with  the  western  tier  of  townships  of  our 
county,  the  original  survey  of  Shelby  was,  in 
the  winter  of  1817-18,  made  by  Joseph  Wam- 
pier,  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  of  whom 
very  little  is  known.  The  surface  of  the  town- 
ship was  found  to  be  quite  level  on  its  eastern 
portion,  elsewhere  gently  rolling  and  no- 
where hiUy.  Undulating,  grassy  plains,  with 
scarcely  any  timber,  formed  its  central  and 
southwestern  portions,  while  a  broad  swell  of 
land  comprised  the  northwest.  The  eastern 
and  extreme  northern  parts  were  heavily  tim- 
bered, the  remainder  but  little.  The  soil  was 
fertile,  varying  from  sandy  to  clay  loam  and 
clay.  With  such  a  variety  to  select  from  the 
settlers  could  easily  find  what  they  wanted, 
when  after  the  survey,  the  lauds  were  thrown 
open  by  proclamation  of  President  for  settle- 
ment. It  is  presumed  that  they  naturally  se- 
lected such  as  reminded  them  of  their  old 
homes.  The  Clinton  River,  entering  the  town 
at  section  18  and  fiowing  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  and  leaving  it  at  section  33,  afford- 
ed an  outlet  to  the  many  streams,  brooks  and 
riviilets  which  furnished  an  ample  water  sup- 
ply to  the  settlers.  This  river,  too,  afforded 
eanoe  navigation,  by  which  means  some  of  the 
earlier  settlers  came  into  the  town.  The  first 
American  settl(^rs  of  tlic  township  were  Na- 


.glc 


PAST  AND  PRESENT  OF  MACOMB  COUNTY 


647 


tliiiiiiel  Squier,  George  Hansconi,  Eliaa  Wit- 
cox,  Joseph  Miller,  Ezra  Burgess,  Elder  Abel 
Warren,  Peleg  Ewell,  Ira  Preston,  Joseph 
Ijester,  the  Axfords,  Owens  and  others. 

Thomas  Squier  was  the  first  white  inhabi- 
tant who  died  in  the  town  of  Shelby,  He 
was  a  brother  of  Hiram  Sqnier,  by  whom  he 
was  buried.  Joelamy  Squier,  a  half-sister  of 
Thomas  Squier,  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  township,  her  birth  occurring  in  July, 
1817.  She  married  James  Muir  at  an  early 
day,  and  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Widow 
Muir,  of  Ahnont. 

We  quote  at  len^h  from  an  article  on  the 
liistory  of  Shelby  prepared  by  George  H. 
(.'anuon,  on  the  order  on  which  the  lands  in 
the  township  were  taken  up.  "The  first  house 
erected  in  the  township  of  Shelby  was  built 
by  Nathaniel  Burgess  in  the  winter  of  1816- 
1817,  on  section  34.  Amasa  and  Jedediah 
ilessenger,  as  well  as  Nathaniel  Squires,  built 
houses  on  section  28  in  1817.  Asa  Patridge 
and  Ira  Andrus  came  in  1819,  settling  on  sec- 
tiiin  34,  and  Benjamin  and  Robert  Stead  set- 
tled on  the  same  section  in  1820.  One  of  the 
first  English  schools  in  Macomb  County  was 
taught  by  a  Mr.  Hadsel,  in  the  winter  of 
1818-19,  the  school  house  being  on  the  present 
site  of  Utica  village.  The  first  saw  miU  was 
built  by  Asa  Price  on  the  Clinton  River,  in 
1828,  and  Adam  Price,  in  the  same  year,  put 
up  a  grist  mill.  An  election  for  delegate  to 
Congress  was  held  the  same  year,  July  9; 
Wing  and  Bidwell  being  the  candidates,  the 
latter  successful  in  the  canvass.  We  do  not 
know  by  whom,  or  when,  our  township  re- 
ceived its  name  of  Shelby,  but  believe  it  has 
never  been  changed  since  first  adopted.  Not 
so,  however,  with  our  principal  village  of 
Utica,  which  at  first  received  the  uncommon, 
if  not  euphonious  name  of  " Macdougalville, " 
changed  to  the  easier  pronounced  "Harlow" 
and  finally  to  the  present  Utica. 

We  now  eome  to  the  first  buyer  of  land 
from  the  general  government  in  our  town- 
ship, and  Blake  Curtis  has  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  purchaser.  The  records  show  that 
on  filay  24,  1819,  he  secured  the  southwest 
((uarter  of  section  7,  a  desirable  selection,  and 
one  of  the  best  quarter  sections  in  the  town- 
.'^hip. 

More  than  two  years  passed  before  another 
entry  was  made,  as  we  find  no  sales  recorded 
in  1820.  On  September  24,  1821,  Ezra  Bur- 
!:fess  bought  the  southeast  quarter  and  south 
half  of  northeast  quarter  of  section  33,  com- 
prising 250  acres.  This  selection  is  now  in 
part  the  site  of  Utica  Village.    November  20, 


1821,  James  Hazard  entered  the  west  half  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5 ;  these  two 
entries  being  the  only  land  bought  in  our  town 
in  that  year,  and,  singularly  enough,  were  in 
opposite  parts  of  the  township.  In  1822  the 
buyers  were  more  numerous.  Ezra  Burgess, 
selecting  the  west  half  of  northwest  quarter, 
section  7,  May  13.  On  June  8,  George  Hans- 
com  entered  the  west  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter,  section  3.  Joseph  Miller,  on  June  12, 
bought  the  west  half  of  northeast  quarter,  sec- 
tion 4,  and  on  Jtme  18  Nathan  B.  MiUer  en- 
tered the  northwest  quarter,  section  4.  Elias 
Stone  on  July  27  bought  the  east  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  the  same  section,  while 
John  Stone  on  the  same  date  entered  the  east 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5. 
October  3,  Oliver  Nye  bought  the  east  half 
of  northwest  quarter  of  section  3.  James 
Loper  entered  the  west  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter,  section  6,  October  14.  Samuel  Ax- 
ford,  on  Novejnber  2,  selected  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section,  also  the  east  half 
of  the  northwest  quarter,  section  7,  and  the 
west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter.  These 
nine  individuals  comprise  all  who  made  en- 
tries of  land  in  our  township  during  the  year 
1822. 

In  1823  but  few  entries  were  made.  The 
tract  book  shows  that  Solomon  Stone  selected 
the  southeast  quarter,  section  3,  May  24, 
of  that  year.  Joel  Barber,  June  28,  entered 
the  east  half  of  southeast  quarter,  section  17. 
Samuel  Axford,  July  5,  bought  the  east  half 
of  northeast  quarter,  section  7.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears that  but  three  buyers  of  land,  from  the 
general  government,  were  of  record  in  1823. 

The  numbers  were  increased  somewhat  in 
1824,  but  it  seems  that  settlers  came  in  slowly. 
February  28  Samuel  Axford  bought  the  east 
half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
March  23,  George  Hanscom  the  east  half  of 
northeast  quarter,  section  4.  William  Wood- 
bridge  entered  the  northwest  quarter,  section 
34,  on  April  26.  May  17,  Eliphas  J.  Ruland 
selected  the  southwest  quarter,  section  3,  and 
on  the  same  date  Elias  Wilcox  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Jr.,  May  29,  entered  the  east  half  of 
the  southwest  quarter,  section  4.  June  3 
Elon  Dudley  bought  the  west  half,  southeast 
quarter  of  the  same  section. 

Edward  Martin,  June  8,  selected  the  east 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter,  section  6,  and 
on  the  same  date  Betsey  Ann  Martin  bought 
the  west  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  the 
same  section.  June  21  John  Hersey  entered 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  fi.     William 
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Arnold,  on  July  1,  bought  the  southwest  quar- 
ter, section  5,  and  on  July  2,  Abel  Warren 
selected  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quar- 
ter, section  4,  Kussel  Andrus  buying  on  the 
same  date  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quar- 
ter, section  8.  July  4  Calvin  Davis  selected 
the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
the  same  section.  August  16  "William  Arnold 
entered  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  5.  and  on  the  same  date  Peter  Dan- 
iels bought  the  west  half  of  southwest  quarter, 
section  34. 

Thirteen  persons  had  made  their  selections 
and  bought  their  lands  during  that  year.  In 
the  succeeding  year,  1825,  we  have  a  list  of 
land  buyers  up  to  August  4,  at  which  date 
Abijah  Owen  entered  the  west  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  8.  In  the  order 
of  entries  previous  to  this  date,  we  find  that 
Jonathan  Kearsley  bought  the  east  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  20  on  February 
23,  and  Anson  A.  Adams,  on  May  14,  the 
northwest  quarter,  section  2.  Elisha  Niekols, 
May  27,  selected  the  west  half  of  the  north- 
east quarter,  section  8.  July  1,  John  Gilbert 
entered  the  northwest  quarter,  section  19,  and 
on  July  6,  Rufus  Wells  the  east  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter,  section  34. 

The  foregoing  list  of  the  earliest  land  buy- 
ers in  the  township  of  Shelby,  comprises  the 
names  of  well  remembered  citizens,  whose. de- 
scendants, to  a  considerable  extent,  abide  with 
us  and  occupy  homes  in  the  township,  but  in 
very  few  instances  on  the  land  bought  by  their 
forefathers  from  the  general  government. 
Those  who  bought  land  from  the  government, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  occupied  it  for 
homes,  but  Governor  Woodbridge  and 
Jonathan  Kearsley,  as  well  as  some  oth- 
ers, never  settled  here.  From  this  time  on,  the 
remaining  lands  in  the  township  were  rapidly 
bought  up  and  settled  upon  and  measures  were 
taken  for  a  township  organization.  A  legisla- 
tive enactment  of  April  12, 1827,  gave  author- 
ity, and  the  first  town  meeting  was  ordered  to 
be  held  at  the  house  of  Perez  Swift,  on  sec- 
tion 21,  the  last  Monday  of  the  May  following. 
This  was  a  double  log  house,  which  probably 
accounts  for  the  selection. 

The  township  of  Sterling,  adjoining  on  the 
south,  was  for  many  years  associated  with  and 
a  part  of  the  township  of  Shelby.  At  the  first 
town  meeting  held,  a  few  of  the  familiar 
names  of  our  early  land  buyers  appear  as 
among  the  chosen  for  town  officers.  Calvin 
Davis  presided  at  the  meeting,  Abijah  Owen 
as  clerk,  and  Russel  Andrus,  William  Ar- 
nold, Elias  Wilcox,  Elon  Dudley  and  George 


Hanscom  were  selected  to  fill  the  various  of- 
fices for  that  year. 

In  the  Legislative  halls  of  the  State  we  have 
been  largdy  represented,  as  the  following 
i-oster  of  seventeen  names  and  dates  of  elec- 
tion will  show :  In  the  territorial  Legislature 
we  find  the  name  of  Jacob  Summers,  elected 
1835.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  Isaac 
Monfort,  in  1837;  Ephraim  Calkins,  1838; 
Orison  Sheldon,  1838;  G.  C.  Leech,  1841;  Sam- 
uel Axford,  1842;  Harieigh  Carter,  1845-50; 
Payne  K.  Leech,  1846 ;  Laman  B.  Price,  1847 ; 
Oliver  Adams,  1853;  Philander  EweU,  1855- 
1856 ;  William  BrowneU,  1857-8 ;  H.  D.  Run- 
yan,  1871-72;  Alexander  Grant,  1881-2-3-4. 
In  the  State  Senate,  Samuel  Axford,  1837; 
Jacob  Summers,  1838-9-40 ;  Ira  H.  Butterfield, 
1861-62;  Seymour  Brownell,  1872;  William 
W.  Andrus,  1881-82.  Constitutional  conven- 
tion, Wm.  W.  Andrus,  1867. 

We  may  also  note  that  a  number  of  United 
States  deputy  surveyors  received  their  ap- 
pointment, as  residents  of  Shelby  Township, 
to  the  important  duty  of  executing  the  linear 
surveys  in  the  public  domain.  We  recall  the 
names  of  Geo.  E.  Adair,  Geo.  H.  Cannon, 
Levi  H.  Cannon,  James  S.  Lawson  and  Wal- 
ter Warner.  These  men  have  done  much  pio- 
neer work  in  the  land  surveys  of  this  state, 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Dakota,  New  Mexico 
and  Nevada. 

The  writer  is  reluctantly  compelled  to 
leave  to  the  reader's  memory  any  additional 
information  concerning  the  early  settlers  of 
the  township,  except  as  more  can  be  learned 
from  the  list  of  town  ofBcers  and  the  sketch  of 
the  Disco  Academy. 

The  Supervisors  of  Shelby  have  been  Jo- 
seph Lestfir,  1827;  Samuel  Axford,  1828-34; 
Ephraim  Calkins,  1835-37  {County  Commis- 
sioner, 1838-43);  OMver  Adams,  1843-44; 
Payne  K.  Leech,  1845 ;  Oliver  Adams,  1846-47 ; 
Jacob  Scrambling,  1848 ;  Philander  EweU, 
1849-56;  ,Willard  A.  Wales,  1857-59;  Philan- 
der EweU,  I860;  Payne  K.  Leech,  1861;  Wil- 
lard  A.  Wales,  1862 ;  Chauneey  W.  Whitney, 
1863-64;  Philander  Ewell,  1865;  Willard  A. 
Wales,  1866-67;  Phillip  Price,  1868;  Willard 
A.  Wales,  1869-70;  Payne  K.  Leech,  1871-72; 
James  S.  Lawson,  1873 ;  Albert  L.  Goff,  1874- 
1884 ;  Henry  J.  Switzer,  1885-1896 ;  Fremont 
C.  Haynes,  1897-99 ;  Edwin  Connor,  1900-05. 

The  Clerks  of  the  Township  have  been  Abel 
Warren,  1827-28 ;  John  Chapman,  1829 ;  Solo- 
mon Wales,  1830;  William  A.  Davis,  1831- 
1832-33;  P.  B.  Thurston,  1834;  D.  M.  Price; 
1835-36 :  Orson  Sheldon,  1837 ;  Orville  Morri- 
son, 1838;  James  B,  Carter,  1839;C.W,  Chap- 
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el,  1840;  llarlehigh  Carter,  1841-42;  D.  M. 
Price,  1843-44;  Jacob  Summers,  1845;  Fran- 
cis B.  Chapel,  1846 ;  Gurdon  C.  Deshore,  1847; 
Francis  R.  Chapel,  1848;  Harlehigh  Carter, 
1849;  W.  W.  Andnis,  1850;  Phillip  Price, 
1851 ;  Harlehigh  Carter,  1852 ;  Chauncey  W. 
Whitney,  1853;  Wm.  Brownell,  1854;  Elon 
Chapin,  1855 ;  P.  H.  Knight,  1856 ;  W.  C.  Wes- 
ton, 1857-58;  J.  0.  Smith.  1859;  Alonzo  M. 
Keeler,  I860;  Marvin  Satler,  1861;  Josiah 
Kingsbury,  1862-63 ;  Albert  Goff,  1864 ;  Isaac 
ilonfort,  1865 ;  Phillip  Priei*,  1866-67 ;  James 
S.  Lawson,  1868-70;  Augusd,  E.  Bacon,  1871- 
1873;  M.  C.  Keller,  1874;  Milton  B.  Salter. 
1875;  George  T.  Connor,  1876;  William  S. 
Andrews,  1877;  Gurdon  C.  L«ech,  1878-80; 
Frank  W.  WiUiams,  1881;  W.  H.  Marvin, 
1882;  John  I.  Crissman,  1883-84;  George  E. 
Tiannister,  1885-91;  Frank  H.  Fangboner, 
1892 ;  August  B.  Hahn,  1893-95 ;  John  Swit- 
zer,  1896-1903;  Herbert  E.  McClellan,  1904- 
1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  Township  have  been 
Elias  Wilcox,  1827-28;  Nun  Moe,  1829;  Jo- 
siah Loekwood,  1830 ;  Nathaniel  Sciuires, 
1831;  Joseph  Lester,  1832;  A.  D.  Temmons, 
1833;  Josiah  T.  Robinson,  1834;  George  E. 
Adair,  1835;  Albert  G.  FuUer,  1836;  Jesse  B. 
(iridley,  1837 ;  Josiah  Price,  1838-42 ;  Layman 

B.  Price,  1843-45;  Jacob  Summers.  1846; 
George  Price,  1847;  James  B.  St.  John,  1848; 
Walter  Porter,  1849 ;  George  W.  Summers, 
1850;  George  St.  John,  1851;  James  Cheney, 
1852;  William  Brownell,  1853;  John  G. 
:\[arsh,  1854;  P.  H.  Knight,  1855;  Jervis  Wi- 
uana,  1856;  George  King,  1857;  Isaac  C, 
Cross,  1858;  Stephen  S.  Merrill,  1859;  Orin 
Goff,  1860;  HasweU  H.  Church,  1861-62; 
Ephraim  Parmenter,  1863;  Cyrus  C.  Ladd, 
1864;  John  W.  Master,  1865;  Samuel  Ladd, 
1866;  Alson  Haines,  1867;  WilUaan  Eowley, 
1868-69;  David  B.  Andrews,  1870;  Milo  Ba- 
con, 1871;  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  1872-73;  Ralph 
Wilcox,  1874;  Reuben  T.  St.  John,  1875-76; 
George  T.  Connor,  1877 ;  Reuben  T.  St.  John, 
1878-79;  WiUiam  W.  Andrus,  1880;  Martin 

C.  Keeler,  1881;  Henry  J.  Switzer,  1882-83; 
Walter  S.  Wise,  1884;  William  S.  Walker, 
1885-86;  Reuben  T.  St.  John,  1887-88;  John 
I.  Crissman,  1889-90;  William  E.  Haines, 
1891-92 ;  Calvin  P.  Runyan,  1893-94;  Fremont 
C.  Haines,  1895-96;  John  I.  Crissman,  1897- 
1898;  William  T.  Reick,  1899;  Abram  Van 
Fleet,  1900-01;  James  C.  Ritter,  1902-03; 
James  H.  Hodges,  1904-05. 

The  population  of  the  township  of  Shelby 
as  appears  by  the  census  returns  has  been : 


1837  1,153 

1840  1,262 

1845  1,290 

1850  1,482 

1854  1,473 

1860  1,675 

1864  1,498 

1870  1,695 

1874  1,581 

1880  1,657 

1884  1,563 

1890  1,653 

1894  1,668 

1900  1,726 

1904  1,666 

The  assessed  valuation  as  equalized  by  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  has  been  for  the  town- 
ship of  Shelby  as  follows: 

1842  $     72,553.00 

1846  75,264.00 

1851  87,643.00 

1856  541,880.00 

1861  450,807.00 

1866  469,230.00 

1871  476,815.00 

1876  470,000.00 

1880  1,014,000.00 

1886  925.000.00 

1891  940,000.00 

1896  1,000,000.00 

1901  1,300,000.00 

THE  PRESTON  FAMILY, 

Among  the  most  numerous  and  prominent 
families  of  the  township  have  been  the  Pres- 
ton and  Goff  families,  representatives  of 
which  were  united  in  the  marriage  of  Ira 
Preston  and  Deborah  Goff  who,  in  1826,  set- 
tled in  this  township.  The  descendants  of 
this  couple  are  now  widely  scattered,  one 
being  in  Honolulu  and  another  in  Cuba,  yet 
for  several  years  past,  the  family  have  held 
reunions,  usually  in  the  township  of  Shelby, 
which  have  been  largely  attended.  The  fol- 
lowing sketch  has  been  furnished  the  writer 
by  Mrs.  Flora  A.  High,  a  member  of  the 
family. 

"The  name  of  Preston  is  one  of  great  an- 
tiquity, and  was  known  in  North  Britain 
eight  hundred  years  ago.  Seventeen  towns 
in  England  bear  that  name,  and  history 
records  that  one  Sir  William  Preston,  was 
called  upon  to  help  settle  the  dispute  be- 
tween Robert  Bruce  and  John  Baliol  over 
the  throne  of  Scotland.  From  him  the  de- 
scent is  traced  to  another  William  Preston, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  six  children,  came 
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over  on  the  j^ood  ship  Truelove  in  1635,  and 
settled  in  New  Haven,   Connecticut. 

"Ira,  great-great-great-grandson  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  Preston,  was  bom  at  Walling- 
ford,  Connecticut,  March  9th,  1875.  He  was 
a  clockmaker  by  trade.  When  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  decided  to  go  west  in 
search  of  fortune.  Arriving  at  Avon,  On- 
tario County,  New  York  {now  Rush,  Mon- 
roe County),  he  met  Miss  Deborah  Goif, 
youngest  daughter  of  Charles  Goff  (who  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War). 
They  were  afterward  married  and  after  re- 
siding at  Rush  about  ten  years,  he  decided 
to  go  still  farther  west,  so  came  to  the 
'swamps  of  Michigan'  to  see  if  he  could  find 
a  spot  he  liked  for  a  home.  He  bought  from 
the  government  320  acres  lying  along  the 
banks  of  the  Middle  Branch  of  the  Clinton 
IJiver  in  the  township  of  Shelby,  then  re- 
turned for  his  family  and  in  1826,  by  way 
iif  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,  then  by  steamer, 
Henry  Clay,  on  the  lakes,  he  reached  De- 
troit. They  put  up  at  The  Yankee  Boarding 
House  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  The  spot 
is  now  occupied  by  the  Franklin  House.  Mr, 
Preston  was  accompanied  by  Ave  young 
men,  and  while  he  went  out  to  purchase 
oxen,  they  went  into  the  forest  and  cut  tim- 
ber to  put  together  the  running  gear  for  a 
cart.  They  had  brought  mill  irons  with 
them,  and  it  took  several  trips  to  get  the 
family,  their  few  household  effects,  provi- 
sions, etc.,  over  the  terrible  roads  to  their 
new  location..  Here  they  built  a  rude  log 
hut  with  a  shake  roof,  a  puncheon  floor,  and 
a  blanket  for  a  door,  and  in  this  simple 
home,  often  visited  by  wild  beasts  and  In- 
dians, they  dwelt  while  the  Preston  mill  was 
built,  the  first  mill  in  the  county  to  saw  lum- 
ber. 

"They  prospered,  and  with  their  four  sons, 
George  W.,  Riley  S.,  Ira  Suman  and  Judge 
S.,  and  their  three  daughters,  Emily,  Ma- 
nerva  and  Eliza,  they  soon  made  the  wilder- 
ness to  blossom  as  the  rose. 

"As  these  children  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  married,  they  settled  near 
the  old  home  (no  longer  a  log  hut,  but  a 
large  and  convenient  frame  house),  and  so 
in  time  the  place  came  to  be  called  Preston- 
ville.  These  seyen  children  are  all  now  rest- 
ing in  the  silent  city  of  the  dead,  but  their 
descendants  revere  their  memory,  and  each 
year  they  gather  at  the  home  of  one  of  their 
number  for  a  day  and  a  dinner  together. 
The  first  reunion  of  this  kind  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Motta  Wilcox  in  Shelby  town. 


ship.  Eighteen  such  meetings  have  been 
held.  Eight  years  ago,  through  the  efforts 
of  E.  R.  Wilcox,  the  family  history  was  pub- 
lished in  book  form.  The  Preston  coat  of 
arms  consists  of  a  shield  surmounted  by  a 
castle  from  which  a  falcon  is  flying.  It  is 
said  to  indicate  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
stronghold  by  the  original  bearer  of  the 
arms,  and  that  the  family  will  always  battle 
for  the  right.  This  pioneer  family  has  es- 
tablished a  fine  character,  and  has  left  its 
stamp,  on  the  history  of  the  county." 

THE  DISCO  ACADEMY. 

One  of  the  most  widely  known  and  unique 
institutions  connected  with  the  history  of 
Shelby,  was  the  Disco  Academy.  Encouraged 
by  the  success  of  the  Romeo  Academy  and 
fired  by  a  desire  that  their  children  should 
enjoy  better  educational  advantages,  the 
people  about  the  locality  where  now  Disco 
stands,  took  steps  to  found  an  institution 
of  higher  education  which  it  was  hoped 
would  not  only  provide  for  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  would  attract  the  more  ambitious 
pupils  from  all  the  surrounding  country — 
an  institution  which  since  its  history  has 
been  completed,  is  entitled  here  to  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  Franklin  P.  Monfort, 
whose  childhood  was  spent  in  its  neighbor- 
hood, formerly  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the 
county,  and  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Detroit,  has  kindly 
furnished  the  writer  a  sketch  of  the  acad- 
emy, together  with  a  description  of  the 
school  that  preceded  it,  and  an  account  of 
its  passing. 

"Along  in  the  early  thirties  and  later  from 
the  Eastern  States,  mostly  from  New  York, 
came  into  Macomb  County  in  the  vicinity  of 
where  the  village  of  Disco  now  is.  at  the  inter- 
section of  sections  9, 10,  15  and  16,  of  Shelby, 
a  flood  of  sturdy,  energetic  men  who  set  about 
to  clear  up  the  wilderness,  erect  log  buildings 
and  to  put  upon  the  country  an  appearance 
of  civilization.  Soon  here  and  there  frame 
dwellings  and  barns  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
gardens  and  orchards  surrounded  by  growing 
fields  of  grain,  meadows,  and  pastures  dotted 
with  flocks  and  herds,  the  result  of  the  indus- 
try of  willing  hands  of  those  who  never  had 
occasion  to  lock  a  door,  but  always  made  wel- 
come the  stranger  who  happened  that  way. 
Among  these  should  be  named,  Calvin  Davis, 
Jeremiah  Curtis,  George  Hanscom,  Abel  War- 
ren, John  Cannon,  Hiram  Andrews,  Elon 
Truman  and  Loren  Andrus,  Abram  and  Eli- 
,iah  Wilson,  Ira  S.  Pearsall,  Judge  Preston, 
John  Garvin,  Orin  Goff,  James  and  Rival  T. 
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Piiyiu'.  Elaiu  Chapiii,  Pi4eg  Ewell,  Peter  D. 
Lt'rieh,  Charles  Giirdon  and  Payne  K.  Leech, 
Elijah  Harris,  Alvah  Arnold,  James  S.  Law- 
stin.  Allen  Pearsali,  Ira  S.  BUitnburg,  Job 
Trowbridge,  Charles  C.  Lamb,  Louis  D.  Owen, 
Hobert  Welts,  Cyremis  Lockwood,  Gillman 
(iraves.  Cyrenus  Arnold,  John  Keeler,  Har- 
vey Fellows,  John  K.,  David  and  Horace  Mer- 
I'iHeld,  Isaac  Monfort  (Alonfore),  Layman, 
B.,  Asa,  David  11.,  Phillip,  Adam.  George 
and  Joshiia  Price,  James  Covel,  Alpheus  and 
Ciilvin  Pierce,  Alaon  Haines,  George  and  Ed- 
win Adair,  John,  Thomas,  Amander  and 
Enmk  Rnby,  Amos  Wales,  Benjanihi  {ind  Dr. 
P.  A.  Knight,  Henry  and  Dr.  Joseph  Chap- 
man, Sanuiel  Axford,  Samnel  Gibbs,  James 
Gorden,  Jesse  Gillett,  Miles  G.  Bixby,  Abram 
Maek,  Capt,  John  Cheney.  Channcey  and  Wil- 
lard  Church,  Marion  Darling,  Ezra  Thorp, 
Anson  Crawford,  WiUiaiu  Voorhies,  James 
Parish,  Charles  and  Prank  Chapel,  Torn  Mc- 
Entee,  Jcseph  Remington.  Joseph  P.  Rose, 
William  and  Layman  Payne,  John  Stringham, 
Nathaniel  Naramor,  Ira  II.  Bntterfield,  James 
Stephens,  John  E.  Ames,  Joel  W.  Manley,  Da- 
vid Comior,  Benjamin  and  Ira  Jersey,  Reuben 
Wilkerson,  Zeb,  Steve  and  Charles  Burgess, 
Janiea  Beutley,  Marvin  Hiitton,  Robert  R. 
Harper,  Edward  Petit,  Joel  and  Horace  Cart- 
wright,  Joseph  P.  Hewett,  Alonzo  Keeler,  Dr. 
Wm.  Browuell,  and  others. 

"Among  the  first  buildings  erected  was  a 
large  log  tamarack  school  house,  used  not  only 
for  schools,  but  as  well  for  lectures  and  meet- 
ings of  all  kinds,  located  by  the  roadside  on  the 
northw^t  corner  of  the  southwest  quarter  of 
the  northwest  quarter  of  section  22 ;  furnished 
ivith  an  open  fire  place  and  with  long  slab 
Neats  without  backs,  through  the  center,  and 
other  similar  ones  in  front  of  sloping  board 
tables  fastened  to  the  inside  of  the  log  walls 
for  Writing  desks.  The  building  had  one  quite 
large  door,  which  swung  on  wooden  hinges 
and  fastened  with  a  wooden  latch  that  you 
could  raise  from  the  outside  by  pulling  a  latch 
■string.  It  was  well  lighted  by  7x9  glass  win- 
dows placed  horizontally  along  and  just  above 
the  tables,  and  by  a  chandelier  of  tallow-dips 
ill  the  center  near  and  below  the  ceiling,  and 
others  along  the  windows  for  night  students. 
A  blackboard  was  an  innovation.  The  school- 
master was  required  to  make  and  mend  goose 
quill  pens,  and  also  to  manufacture  ink  by 
boiling  soft  iiiaple  and  butternut  bark  to  a 
strong  liquid  into  which,  when  strained  off, 
copperas  was  put  to  set  its  black  color.  He 
lioarded  around  from  house  to  house  and  col- 
lected his  pay  from  a  rate-bill  made  up  and 


based  upon  daily  attendance.  He  must  needs 
be  a  'hustler,'  and  was  required  to  teach 
Webster's  elementary  spelling  book  (having 
a  wooden  cover  and  red  or  black  cloth  back 
with  Esop's  Fables  in  it),  the  old  English 
reader,  Daibold's  Arithmetic,  Kirkam's 
Grammar,  and  all  kinds  of  geography  of  the 
earth,  and  Heaven  only  knows  what  else. 

All  of  the  parties  named  above  were  not 
patrons  of  this  school,  but  must  be  numbered 
Hs  of  that  'Old  crowd'  who  along  about  1849, 
perhaps  because  of  tlie  mental  and  moral  im- 
provement generated  in  that  old  'Intelligence 
Brooder' — the  aforesaid  tamarack  log  school 
house — with  the  visions  before  them  of  Cali- 
fornia twenty  dollar  gold  pieces  coming  their 
way  as  thick  and  fast  as  snow  balls  around 
the  old  school  house  at  recess  time,  having 
pride  in  the  mental  development  of  their 
young  people,  and  conceiving  the  idea  of  pro- 
viding better  and  more  commodious  quarters 
for  a  school  where  the  pupils  might  be  pre- 
pared to  teach  or  to  enter  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, called  a  meeting  where  a  committee 
was  appointed.  This  committee  circulated 
subscriptions  and  thus  raised  funds  to  build 
'the  Macomb  County  High  School,'  a  build- 
ing erected  on  the  northeast  comer  of  section 
16.  near  the  north  end  of  the  Utica  Plains. 
Some  contributed  material,  some  labor,  and 
some  money,  and  all  contributions  were 
promptly  forthcoming  under  the  charge  of 
Alonzo  M.  Keeler,  now  living  at  Richmond, 
then  a  young  man  just  out  of  Oberlin  College, 
who  worked  like  a  'major'  as  he  now  is  in 
fact,  having  earned  that  title  under  President 
Lincoln,  at  a  time  when  Soiithem  chivalry 
caused  Democrats  to  support  a  Republican 
administration  in  holding  together  our  Union 
of  States. 

"The  organization  eniphiyed  Mr.  Keeler  to 
build  the  school  house  and  engaged  him  to 
conduct  its  school  for  five  years,  and  the 
school  district  likewise  engaged  him  to  teach 
its  pupils  therein.  Messrs.  Jlonfore,  Church 
and  Noyes  donated  to  Mr.  Keeler,  ten  acres 
from  their  farms  which  cornered  at  the  site 
of  the  academy,  which  he  might  plat,  reserv- 
ing, however,  one  acre  as  the  academy  site. 
The  two -story  building  erected  was  soon 
filled  with  the  district  and  foreign  scholars 
from  far  and  near,  and  continued  during 
Major  Keeler 's  superintendency  and  long 
after  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  its  pro- 
moters as  an  institution  of  learning.  About 
this  time,  its  name  was  changed  to  'Disco 
Academy, '  derived  from  the  Latin  word 
Disco,  signifying  to  leani,  under  which  name 
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it  was  iucorpo rated  in  the  year  1855.  John 
Keeler,  Jeremiah  Curtis,  Philander  Ewell, 
Calvin  Pierce,  Edward  Petit,  Ira  S.  Pearsall, 
ChauDcey  Church,  Alonzo  M.  Keeler  and 
Robert  R.  Harper  were  its  Trustees  and 
Isaac  Monfore  its  Secretary.  They  awarded 
stock  to  its  promoters  and  their  assignees, 
and  filed  its  articles  of  association  with  the 
Secretary  of  State;  the  building  and  site 
thereof  being  conveyed  to  the  Trustees,  nam- 
ing them  grantees  in  the  deed.  Mr.  Keeler 
was  allowed  the  use  of  the  property  free  of 
rent  and  he  in  turn  made  the  rent  free  to 
the  District,  which  paid  him  a  salary  that, 
together  with  the  tuition  paid  by  outside 
pupib,  constituted  his  compensation  for  the 
services  of  himself  and  his  assistant  teachers. 

"Disco  soon  had  its  postoffiee,  its  stores, 
its  dwellmgs,  boarding  houses,  shops  and 
quite  a  commodious  hotel — the  Halfway 
House — for  the  four-horse  Concord  Coach 
Line,  canying  the  TJ.  S.  mail  and  many  pas- 
sengers and  much  express  from  Royal  Oak, 
its  nearest  railroad  depot  to  Almont,  36 
miles  to  the  north.  There  was  life  in  every 
passing  moment,  and  when  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  talked  of  moving  Macomb 
County's  seat  to  a  point  more  central  than 
Mt.  Clemens,  an  evening  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Academy,  and  $15,000.00  and  a  site 
for  the  county  building  were  pledged  as  a 
donation  provided  Disco  was  designated  as 
Macomb  County's  seat.  Mt.  Clemens,  how- 
ever, was  too  shrewd  and  too  much  alive  to 
allow  the  resolution  to  submit  such  a  propo- 
sition to  the  vote  of  the  people  to  be  carried. 

"Succeeding  Mr.  Keeler  the  school  was 
taught  by  Prof.  S.  A.  Taft,  James  Lawson, 
Tyler  Cross,  Isaac  Monfore,  Mrs.  Robert  R. 
Harper,  Miss  Mary  F.  Monfort  and  Melli- 
cent  Connor  under  similar  arrangements  un- 
til September  25th,  1865.  At  this  time  an 
effort  was  made  to  secure  the  transfer  of 
the  property  of  the  Academy  to  the  school 
district  to  be  used  for  a  graded  or  a  union 
school.  This  effort  failing,  the  Trustees  al- 
lowed the  district  to  use  the  lower  room  of 
the  building,  the  District  keeping  the  prem- 
ises in  repair,  and  permitted  the  upper  room 
to  be  used  as  a  chapel  and  public  hall,  until 
about  December,  1890,  when  a  controversy 
arose  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property. 
The  Disco  Literary  Society  had  been  organ- 
ized and  acquired  title  to  the  property  by 
deeds  from  Philander  Ewell,  Alonzo  M.  Kee- 
ler, and  Ira  S.  Pearsall,  the  then  only  sur- 
viving trustees.  The  school  district  also 
claimed  title  by  reason  of  its  long  possession, 


and  brought  a  suit  which  wms  finally  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  Society.  On  January 
14th,  1903,  the  Society  conveyed  the  prop- 
erty to  the  District  for  the  nominal  sum  of 
.$400.00  and  the  District  thus  became  the 
owner  of  its  first  school  house  site  and  prop- 
erty. Having  had  free  (practically)  use  of 
the  school  house  for  58  years,  the  District 
can  well  afford  to  pay  for  the  new  building 
which  is  now  being  erected  thereon. 

' '  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  in  this  remi- 
niscence that  Isaac  Monfore  was  one  of  Michi- 
gan's earliest  teachers,  a  member  of  Michi- 
gan's first  Legislature  in  Gov.  Stephen  T. 
Mason's  time,  an  advocate  of  the  internal 
improvements  then  planned,  as  were  Charley 
Chapel — who  constructed  the  Clinton  and 
Kalamazoo  Canal  from  Bit.  Clemens  to 
Rochester,  and  who  after  its  failure  acquired 
the  title  of  the  canal  from  the  State  and  eon- 
verted  it  into  a  water  power  for  its  mills  at 
TTtica — and  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  the  builder  of 
the  horse  railroad  from  Utica  to  Detroit, 
along  the  line  where  now  runs  the  Michigan 
Central.  These  men,  too,  were  all  advocates 
of  the  extension  of  the  United  States  west- 
ward to  the  Pacific.  The  energy  and  unsel- 
fishness of  men  of  this  stamp  promoted  the 
Disco  Academy.  It  has  served  its  purpose 
and  doubtless  now  is  still  wafting  its  silent 
beneficial  influence  in  many  a  community 
throughout  our  fairest  of  lands." 

Returning  from  the  memory  of  this  insti- 
tution of  learning  to  the  modern  schools  of 
Shelby,  we  find  them  cared  for  in  the  seven 
districts  with  school  property  estimated 
worth  $4,700.00  exclusive  of  the  Utica  Dis- 
trict, which  is  estimated  worth  $8,000.00. 
During  the  year  of  1904  $5,507  were  expend- 
ed for  ediicational  purposes.  The  Directors 
of  the  several  school  districts  are  as  follows : 
Dr.  G.  W.  Roherson,  Frank  Jean,  Pliny  P. 
Andrews,  Frank  Tates,  John  W.  Switzer, 
E,  G.  Keck  and  Eugene  Smith. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

MACOMB   TOWNSHIP. 

On  the  7th  day  of  March,  1834,  the  Town- 
ship of  Macomb  was  organized  by  an  act  of 
the  territorial  legislature  of  that  date.  As 
first  organized,  it  was  composed  of  what  is 
now  both  the  townships  of  Chesterfield  and 
Macomb.  The  first  election  was  authorized 
to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Shattuek, 
in  what  is  now  Chesterfield.  Flavins  Green- 
leaf  appears  to  have  been  the  first  Super- 
visor elected. 
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It  was  not  until  1842  that  this  doiible  town- 
ship was  divided,  and  the  present  town  of 
Maeoiub  became  territorially  independent. 
Tt  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  glance  at  the 
different  locations  of  land,  made  up  to  the 
organization  of  the  township,  might  be  prop- 
erly within  the  line  of  pioneer  reminiscence. 
The  records  at  hand  showing  the  order  in 
which  the  lands  in  the  town  were  first  taken 
np,  though  they  may  not  point  out  what 
lands  were  first  occupied  by  the  pioneers  of 
this  town,  will  serve  to  aid  us,  in  recalling 
who  they  were,  and  in  noting  tJiem,  we  may 
lay  the  basis  for  such  enquiry  and  research, 
as  will  enable  someone  to  map  out  the  actual 
settlers,  on  the  date  of  the  town's  organiza- 
tion, which  may  be  taken  as  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  the  Township. 

Within  the  lines  of  the  present  Town  of 
^laeomb,  who  had  up  to  the  7th  of  March, 
1834,  invested  in  its  forests,  certainly  may 
be  an  interesting  question  on  this  occasion. 
"Who  selected  the  first  lands?  And  from 
whence  did  they  come )  And  where  did  they 
choose?  As  we  consider  these  queries,  there 
will  naturally  arise  that  other  one,  why  did 
they  select  as  they  did ) 

The  first  entry  of  land  made  in  the  town, 
wa.s  by  G.  B.  and  D.  G.  Ginoeliio,  of  Detroit, 
of  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
section  35,  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  1820. 

On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1821,  Alfred  Ash- 
ley, of  Mt.  Clemens,  purchased  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  east  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  same  section.  This  is  appar- 
ently the  mill  site  of  what  was  long  known  as 
the  Haskins  mill,  and  the  selection  is  evi- 
dence of  the  shrewd  foresight  of  Mr.  Ashley. 

The  third  parcel  of  land  sold  by  the  Gov- 
ernment was  the  east  half  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  25,  to  David  B.  Ford  on 
the  22nd  day  of  May,  1822. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1822,  Belden  Slosson 
of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  north- 
west quarter  and  the  west  half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  25,  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  also  the  south  half  and  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  36.  He  appears 
to  have  been  a  speculator,  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  evidence  of  his  having 
settled  on  these  lands. 

After  this  entry  nearly  three  years  passed 
before  another  was  sufficiently  courageous  to 
invest  in  the  town.  But  in  January,  1825, 
Tabor  Wilcox,  hailing  from  within  the  eoim- 
ty.  entered  the  E.  %  of  the  S.  E.  Vi  of  section 
24,— the  eighty  now  owned  by  Alfred  Stew- 


art, and  long  known  as  the  Dave  Osgood 
farm. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1825,  William  Wilcox 
of  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  N.  E. 
14  of  section  25,  being  the  lands  next  south 
of  those  taken  in  January  by  Tabor  Wilcox. 
Probably  they  were  brothers.  Four  days 
afterwards,  Aaron  Conklin  and  Charles  Crit- 
tenden, together  took  up  the  S.  E.  14  of  sec- 
tion 25, — all  that  remained  of  Government 
lands  in  that  section. 

The  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  seems 
to  have  first  attracted  the  land  purchaser, 
whether  speculator,  or  settler : — probably  be- 
cause of  its  proximity  to  the  then  thriving 
village  of  Mt.  Clemens. 

The  next  entry  indicates  a  bolder  spirit. 
It  was  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  on 
section  1,  and  was  made  by  Zephaniah 
Campbell  of  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1825. 

Marquis  Nye,  who  registered  as  a  resident 
of  the  county  of  Macomb  (and  was,  I  think, 
of  the  town  of  Washington),  on  the  25th  of 
September,  1826,  saw,  or  thought  he  did,  the 
beauties  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Perry 
M.  Bentley,  and  took  up  the  E.  1/.  of  the 
■N.  W.  14,  and  the  W.  1/2  of  the  N.  E.  1/4  of 
section  6. 

Nearly  a  year  afterward,  on  the  26th  of 
July,  1827,  Daniel  Kniffen  took  up  the  E.  ^^ 
of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  6. 

After  this  nearly  two  years  elapsed  before 
the  Town  catches  the  eye  of  a  purchaser,  as 
it  was  not  till  the  27th  day  of  June,  1829, 
that  the  next  entry  was  made  by  Denison  B. 
Rose  of  Wayne  Co.  of  the  E.  V^  of  the  N.  W. 
14  of  section  1,  the  lot  on  which  the  Meade 
P.  O.  is  situated. 

John  and  David  Crawford,  of  Yates  Co., 
N.  Y.,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1830,  located 
the  N.  E.  I/4  of  section  1,  and  commenced 
the  history  of  "Crawford's  Settlement." 

On  the  13th  day  of  November  of  the  same 
year,  Lester  Giddings  located  the  W.  14  of 
the  S.  W.  14  of  section  5. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1831,  Daniel  Miller 
entered  the  E.  i^  of  the  N.  W.  i^  of  section 
8,  and  seven  days  afterwards,  Samuel  G. 
Richards  of  Genesee  Co.,  N,  T.,  purchased 
the  80  next  south,  the  E.  1/2  of  the  S.  W.  14 
of  section  8,  lands  now  held  by  Stephen 
Whitney. 

On  the  8th  of  the  next  month  of  June, 
1831,  Samuel  P.  Hooker,  of  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.,  made  probably  the  largest  individual 
purchase  in  the  town,  so  far  as  quantity  is 
concerned.     He  located  800  acres,  taking  the 
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W.  J/a  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  8,  the  E.  i/^ 
of  the  N.  W.  14  and  'W.  1/2  of  the  N.  E.  14 
and  the  whole  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  17 ; 
the  east  half  of  E.  1/2  of  section  20;  the  E. 
y2  of  N.  W.  14  of  section  33  and  the  W.  1/2 
of  W.  14  of  section  21.  Evidently  he  sought 
to  occupy  or  hold  as  much  of  the  banks  of  the 
Middle  Branch  as  he  could.  With  his  pur- 
chases, he  enclosed  this  stream  for  two  and  a 
half  miles,  in  a  north  and  south  line.  Who 
can  account  for  his  apparently  strange  selec- 
tion? Was  it  because  only  the  banks  of  the 
streams  were  dry  land?  What  other  reason 
can  be  su^ested,  for  this  rather  strange  se- 
lection? Certainly  this  stream  was  not  a  sub- 
stitute for  a  highway. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  June,  1831, 
Calvin  Davis  entered  the  W.  ^  of  the  N.  W. 
^  of  section  8,  and  the  E.  %  of  the  S.  W. 
y^  of  section  5,  and  Daniel  Miller  entered 
the  W.  Va  of  the  N.  E.  y^  of  section  8. 

fWith  the  next  entry,  we  read  the  name  of 
one  of  whom  many  odd  anecdotes  are  told, 
of  his  eccentricities,  wit  and  quaint  humor. 
It  was  of  the  W.  y2  of  the  S.  E.  V4  of  sec- 
tion 24,  on  the  8th  of  Sept.,  1831,  and  by 
Unele  "Kale  Chappel"  as  he  was  long  known. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1831,  Ira  H.  Chap- 
man of  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took  up  the  W.  14 
of  the  N.  E.  14  of  section  12.  And  on  the 
19th  Elizur  Webster,  Jr.,  of  Genessee  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  Alphous  W.  Fargo,  of  the  same 
county,  took  up,  respectively  in  the  order 
named,  the  S.  W.  y^  and  the  N.  W.  y^  of 
section  28. 

In  February,  1832,  Calvin  Davis  entered 
as  an  extension  of  his  landed  possessions,  the 
W.  3^  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  section  5.  It  is 
recorded  that  on  the  24th  day  of  October, 
1832.  Elihu  Rice,  of  Macomb  Co.,  took  np 
the  S.  E.  14  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  34. 
And  in  November,  of  the  same  year,  the  S. 
E.  14  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  11,  the  lands 
long  occupied  by  Reuben  Warner,  were  taken 
up  by  Peter  Robinson,  and  the  forty,  next 
east,  the  S.  W.  14  of  the  S.  W.  14  of  section 
12,  by  David  H.  Robinson,  both  credited  to 
Macomb    County    and    probably    some    way 

,,  In  1833,  on  the  7th  of  May,  John  Craw- 
ford extended  his  purchase  to  the  N.  E.  I/4  of 
the  N.  E,  14  of  section  12,  And  George 
Stroup,  on  the  next  day,  entered  the  E.  i/^ 
of  the  N.  E,  14  of  section  14.  On  the  30th 
of  the  same  month,  Samuel  P,  Hooker  found 
another  piece  of  the  bank  of  the  Middle 
Branch,  in  the  E,  1/2  of  the  N.  W.  ^  of  sec- 
tion 33,  and  bought  it. 


On  the  6th  day  of  June,  1833,  David  Dun- 
can, of  Genessee  Co.,  N,  Y.,  invested  in  the 
N.  E.  14  of  section  7,  and  commenced  his 
successful  demonstration  that  energy,  indus- 
try and  perseverance  are  sure  to  win.  Julius 
Keyes,  registering  from  Macomb  Co.,  entered 
the  E.  1/2  of  the  N.  E.  14  of  section  2,  the  1st 
of  July,  1833.  And  in  Sept.  and  October, 
David  McVean,  of  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  took 
up  120  acres  in  the  S.  W.  14  of  section  33. 
He,  like  Mr.  Hooker,  for  some  reason,  fancied 
the  banks  of  the  Middle  Branch.  In  the  same 
month,  Laucius  Haskins,  probably  to  perfect 
his  mill  site,  and  avoid,  as  he  did  to  a  great 
extent,  the  opportunity  for  litigation,  took 
up  the  S.  W.  yi  of  the  S.  W.  %  of  section 
35;  and  Charles  F.  Witt  demonstrated  his 
wit  by  paying  government  price  for  the  sand 
hills  on  the  E.  Vs  of  the  N.  W.  14  and  the 
W.  14  of  the  N.  E.  34  section  numbered  24. 
And  Brooks  Howard,  of  Alleghany  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  displayed  similar  judgment  in  taking  the 
E.  14  of  the  S.  E.  14  of  section  12,  on  the 
9th  of  November.  Charles  Tucker,  from 
"down  the  River"  as  we  say,  gobbled  up  the 
W.  V2  of  the  N.  W.  14  of  section  13,  on  the 
10th  of  December. 

So  far  as  we  can  learn  from  the  records  at 
hand,  these  are  the  only  lands  sold  prior  to 
the  first  organization  of  the  township.  A 
map  of  the  lands  sold  would  be  a  little  odd. 
It  would  show  that  quite  an  amount  of  lands 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  on  sec- 
tions 35  and  36,  24  and  25,  had  been  entered, 
together  with  a  few  scattering  lots  on  the 
easterly  side,  and  the  most  of  section  1. 
That  only  one  section,  25,  had  been  wholly 
taken.  Beyond  this  the  purchasers  had  se- 
lected along  the  Middle  Branch,  and  near 
there,  from  the  south  line,  on  section  33, 
northerly,  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Town.  Most  all  of  section  6  had  been  taken 
up, 

A  glance  at  the  records  of  entries,  shows 
that  the  sales  of  lands  in  the  Township  were 
rapid,  immediately  after  the  organization. 
Municipal  government,  and  "Home  Rule," 
were  as  attractive  in  those  days  as  in  these, 
it  seems.  In  1834,  many  purchases  were 
made,  and  many  settlements  started,  that 
have  lived  by  name  ever  since.  Their  begin- 
ning and  history  would  form  the  subject  of 
a  long  and  most  interesting  paper,  and  it 
would  be  unjust,  in  the  time  allotted  me,  to 
attempt  even  a  mention  of  them.  And  we 
therefore  leave  it  to  be  the  basis  of  some 
future  article. 

In  1835,  the  purchases  of  the  public  lands 
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were  still  rapid,  and  almost  all  the  lands  in 
the  township  were  entered  before  the  close 
of  1836.  I  noticed  one  entry,  in  section  19, 
as  late  as  October,  1851,  the  S.  "W.  i^  of  the 
N.  B.  14  taken  up  by  Francis  T.  Allen.  How 
this  forty  came  to  remain  no  long  unappro- 
priated is  somewhat  strange,  and  how  Mr. 
Allen  discovered  the  omission,  and  who  he 
was,  are  queries  well  worth  following  out. 

New  York  furnished  by  far  the  largest 
share  of  the  early  investors,  as  well  as  the 
largest  number  of  actual  pioneers.  There 
were,  however,  representatives  from  Maine, 
Vermont,  Bhode  Island,  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts,  Ohio,  Virginia  and  even 
North  Carolina.  James  Brown,  of  Bertie 
County,  N.  C,  in  July,  1835,  took  up  840 
acres  of  what  are  now  very  productive  lands, 
on  sections  33,  34,  27  and  28. 

From  1820  to  1834,  fourteen  years,  only 
about  5,000  of  the  over  23,000  acres  in  the 
township,  had  passed  to  private  ownership. 
The  remaining  18,000  acres  were  taken  up 
in  the  three  years  following  the  organization 
of  the  Town,  with  the  exception  I  have  men- 
tioned, of  what  I  may  call  the  lost  forty,  on 
section  19. 

Fifty-four  years  have  passed  since  that 
date.  Few  remain,  of  those  living  here  then, 
and  as  their  descendants  gather  together  and 
attempt  to  put  on  paper  a  little  of  their  his- 
tory, how  naturally  and  how  clearly  we  sec 
cause  to  regret  that  a  systematic  record  of 
their  trials  and  labors  had  not  been  earlier 
started  and  carefully  preserved. 

"In  the  growth  of  the  Town;  in  its  muni- 
cipal history,  and  in  the  peaceful  habits  and 
prosperity  of  their  successors,  we  trace  clear- 
ly the  influence  of  the  sterling  and  worthy 
character  of  the  earlier  pioneer  of  Macomb. ' ' 

The  foregoing  concerning  the  settlement 
of  the  township  of  Macomb  is  quoted  from 
an  article  prepared  by  the  late  James  B.  El- 
dredge  to  be  read  before  a  pioneer  meeting 
some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  where  reference 
is  made  to  present  ownership,  it  must  be  un- 
derstood to  refer  to  about  1890. 

One  of  the  earliest  improvements  within 
the  limits  of  the  township,  aside  from  dwel- 
lings, was  the  saw  mill,  which  was  erected  by 
Thomas  Ashley  on  the  North  Branch  about 
on  the  site  of  the  miU  afterwards  called  Ras- 
kin's mill  and  later  Denewith's  mill.  This 
was  built  in  1821  and  was  run  during  the 
following  winter  by  Horace  Cady,  who  had 
taken  up  lands  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. In  the  summer  of  1822,  an  addition 
was  made  sufficient  to   accommodate  a  run 


of  stone  for  a  grist  mill.  In  1826,  Mr.  Has- 
kins  bought  the  mills,  and  he  with  his  son 
took  up  lands  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood. The  coming  of  the  Halls  and  Critten- 
dens  in  the  early  thirties,  and  the  purchases 
by  William  McDonald,  a  saddler  who  had 
come  from  New  Jersey,  and  lived  in  Mt. 
Clemens  for  a  few  years,  filled  up  the  south- 
east section  of  the  township.  Two  brothers 
and  five  sisters  of  the  Hall  family  settled  in 
the  county,  and  most  of  them  in  the  township 
of  Macomb.  They  were  Isaac  Hall,  who  pur- 
chased land  at  the  northeast  corner  of  sec- 
tion 15,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  section  14, 
where  his  son  Frank  now  lives,  and  his  son 
Isaac  lived  until  his  death  a  few  years  ago; 
John  Hall,  who  purchased  a  large  portion  of 
section  36,  including  the  farms  now  owned 
by  Columbus  Hall,  Harry  Hall,  the  Skillman 
Estate,  John  and  Conrad  Lemp;  Catherine 
Crittenden  and  Susan  Conklin,  whose  hus- 
bands, Charles  Crittenden  and  Aaron  Conk- 
lin, took  up  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
25 ;  Sally  Camber,  whose  husband,  Benjamin 
Camber,  lived  next  north  of  the  Conklin 
place,  and  Hannah  Stroup  and  Lydia  Cole. 
The  Crittenden  family,  aside  from  Charles, 
were  located  mostly  in  Chesterfield. 

The  Stroup  settlement  in  the  north  central 
portion  of  the  township  had  for  its  old  set- 
tlers, George  Stroup,  H.  H.  Wade,  John  Gar- 
vin, Reuben  Warner,  John  and  Samuel  Whit- 
ney, Elias  M.  Beach  and  James  Perkins.  The 
Davis  settlement  in  the  northwestern  portion 
of  the  township  had  for  its  early  pioneers, 
Calvin  Davis,  Chauncey  Church,  Daniel 
Kniffen,  Lester  Giddings,  and  Daniel  Miller. 
To  accommodate  these  and  the  others  who 
settled  in  the  neighborhood,  a  post  office 
was  established  as  early  as  1830,  which  to- 
gether with  the  community,  was  called  Ma- 
comb. E.  S.  Axtell  was  postmaster  here  for 
a  number  of  years  and  a  general  store  was 
long  maintained  there,  the  present  proprietor 
being  William  L.  Sehoof.  Here  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  was  long  ago  established, 
and  has  ever  since  been  maintained.  Among 
the  many  other  names  associated  with  Ma- 
comb, are  Longstaff,  Millers,  Norton  and 
Preston.  The  passing  of  the  plank  road  aiKJ 
stage  coach  much  lessened  the  importance  of 
this  community. 

Macomb  Township  contains  an  amusing 
evidence  of  the  wild  spirit  of  enterprise  that 
possessed  the  state  in  the  thirties,  in  the  city 
of  Frankfort,  which  was  platted  in  sections 
30  and  31,  April  25th,  1837.  Its  four  hun- 
dred lots  were  platted  along  broad  streets 
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about  a  center  marked  "extensive  salt 
spring."  These  were  undoubtedly  the  cause 
for  the  existence  of  Frankfort,  and  produced 
more  wild  visions  than  they  did  of  salt.  The 
farmer  who  now  plows  over  the  site  of 
Frankfort  undoubtedly  has  little  idea  of  the 
hopes  and  disappointments  connected  with 
that  spot. 

At  a  comparatively  early  day,  a  general  in- 
flux of  German  settlers  were  attracted  by 
the  rich  soil  of  Macomb,  and  today  a  large 
portion  of  the  best  lands  of  the  township, 
particularly  in  the  southwestern  portion,  are 
occupied  by  those  who  claim  German  blood. 
Waldenburg  is  the  name  given  to  a  settle- 
ment at  the  comers  of  sections  28,  29,  32  and 
33,  at  which  point  a  saw  mill  has  for  a  long 
time  been  maintained.  A  general  store, 
church  and  school,  wagon  shop  and  other 
places  of  business  are  found  here.  A  little 
north  of  Waldenburg  proper  is  located  the 
Waldenburg  Skimming  Station  run  in  con- 
nection with  the  Chesterfield  Creamery, 
which  furnishes  the  market  for  the  milk  of 
the  prosperous  farmers  in  the  neighborhood. 

Meade  is  a  post  office  situated  in  the  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  township,  and  around 
the  store  and  other  business  places  has  grown 
up  a  little  community  of  about  two  hundred 
people.  A  general  store  there  was  estab- 
lished the  writer  believes  by  Myron  White 
in  1848  at  a  time  when  the  locality  was 
known  as  Vienna.  It  has  since  been  run  by 
Collins,  the  Begrows  and  Lefurgey.  Another 
name  intimately  associated  with  Meade  is 
the  family  of  Jones,  three  brothers  of  whom 
are  located  near  Meade  and  married  three 
sisters  from  the  Hart  family. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  in  the 
Davis  settlement  and  the  second  in  the  Craw- 
ford settlement.  This  latter  was  almost  on 
the  town  line  of  Ray  and  was  built  in  1839. 
Among  its  earliest  teachers  were  Mary  E. 
Garvin,  Sarah  0.  Garvin,  Thurston  and 
Mason  Cole.  For  school  purposes,  Macomb 
is  now  divided  into  ten  districts  and  has 
school  property  of  the  estimated  value  of 
$9,500.00.  In  1904-05  $2,735.00  was  paid  on 
teachers'  wages  in  this  township,  there  be- 
ing nine  months'  school  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts. 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  have 
been :  Flaver  Greenleaf ,  1834 ;  Calvin  Davis, 
1835-37  (County  Commissioners  1838-43) ; 
Joel  W.  Manley,  1843-44;  Stewart  Taylor, 
1845-6;  William  McDonald,  1847-8;  Stewart 
Taylor,  1849;  Calvin  Davis,  1850;  Hiram  M, 
Jenny,    1851-3;    Perry    M.    Bentloy,    1854; 


Hiram  M.  Jeimey,  1855 ;  Samuel  Whitney, 
1856;  Orange  Foot,  1857;  Samuel  Whitney, 
1858;  Horace  H.  Cady,  1859-72;  Jacob 
Stroup,  1873-77;  Alfred  Stewart,  1878; 
Jacob  Stroup,  1879-81 ;  John  C.  Bolte,  1882-3 ; 
Carl  Juengel,  1884-1900;  Henry  Bannow, 
1900-1905. 

The  Clerks  of  the  township  have  been: 
James  Meldrum,  1834;  Daniel  Shattuck, 
1835 ;  Charles  F.  Witt,  1838 ;  Daniel  Shat- 
tuck, 1839 ;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1841 ;  David 
Stroup,  1842;  H.  R.  Wilder,  1849;  C.  P.  Crit- 
tenden, 1853 ;  Damon  B.  *  Weston,  1854>5 
John  H.  C.  Garvin,  1856 ;  William  Gamber, 
1857 ;  Jacob  Stroup,  1858-60 ;  Cyrus  B.  Rice, 
1861;  Jacob  Stroup,  1862-64;  H.  A.  Haskin 
1865 ;  Elisha  L.  Atkins,  1866-68 ;  John  Bolte, 
1869;  Jacob  Stroup,  1870-72;  Gordon  H, 
Wade,  1873-74 ;  Elisha  L.  Atkins,  1875 ;  Gor- 
don H.  Wade,  1876-97 ;  William  Miller,  1 " " 
1900;  John  D.  Peters,  1901-1902;  WiUiara 
Dopp,  1903-05. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been : 
Laucius  Haskin,  1834;  Daniel  Miller  and 
Charles  Van  Horn  (between  1834  and  1854) ; 
John  Bacon,  1854;  Benjamin  Gamber,  1855; 
Dan  Giddings,  1856-7;  John  Jackson,  1858- 
1859 ;  H.  H.  Wade,  1860-61 ;  William  Norton, 
1862-63;  Charles  Briggs,  1864;  Fred  Jas- 
mund,  1866-8;  John  Klokow,  1869;  August 
C.  Posner,  1870-77;  Carl  Juengel,  1878-79; 
Fred  Jasmund,  1880-81 ;  Carl  Juengel,  1882- 
1883 ;  Chas.  H.  Berger,  1884-85 ;  John  Schock, 
1886-7 ;  Henry  Kueehenmeister,  1888-89 ; 
John  Schock,  1890-91 ;  Louis  Stier,  1892-93 ; 
John  Schwark,  1894-95 ;  John  Nieol,  1896-97 ; 
John  Kruth,  1898-99;  Louis  Stier,  1900-01; 
Carl  F.  Miller,  1902-03;  Christ  Dopp,  1904- 
1905. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  per 
census  returns  has  been  as  follows  r 


1837... 

...  736 

1874.. . 

. . .1793 

1840... 

...  952 

1880.. . 

...2045 

1846... 

...  646 

1884... 

...1954 

1850.. . 

...  757 

1890... 

. .  .1721 

1854... 

...1044 

1894... 

. . .1639 

1860... 

...1358 

1900... 

.. .1677 

1864... 

...1413 

1904... 

...  1609 

1870... 

...1805 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows : 

1842  1  49.899.00 

1846  43,709.00 

1851  53,987.00 

1856  279,464.00 

1861  241,640.00 

1866  281,900.00 
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1871  348,650,00 

187(i  355,000.00 

1881  953,000.00 

1886  800,000.00 

1891  820,000.00 

1896  860,000.00 

1901  980,000.00 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


CHESTERFIELD  TOWNSHIP  AND  NEW  B.U.TIMORE. 

The  township  of  Chesterfield  was  sepa- 
rated from  Macomb  in  1842,  and  the  first 
election  directed  to  be  held  at  the  school 
house  near  the  residence  of  Charles  B.  Mat- 
thews. This  township,  although  one  of  the 
last  to  be  organized  as  a  separate  township, 
was  settled  among  the  earliest.  Pierre  Yax 
was  on  private  claim  343  earlier  than  1796, 
iiH  were  the  tenants  of  Meldmm  &  Parke  on 
the  private  claims  awarded  to  them,  and 
there  were  also  tenants  of  Meldrum  &  Parke 
iit  the  salt  springs  in  section  11.  The  earliest 
purchase  from  the  Government  aside  from 
the  private  claims  was  made  by  Fabian 
Robertjean  of  the  west  half  of  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  11,  which  was  made  Au- 
gust 28th,  1820.  James  C.  Edgerly  made  the 
second  entry  in  1822  of  lands  in  section  30, 
now  owned  by  Brandenburg.  This  was  the 
first  improvement  away  from  the  lake  shore. 
He  was  the  first  English  speaking  settler  in 
the  township.  Fabian  Jean  was  born  on  the 
Clinton  River  in  1820.  Some  of  his  de- 
scendants are  still  residents  of  the  county. 
Ajriong  the  others  who  piirchased  lands  from 
Uw  (iovenuuoiit  prior  to  1830  were  Robert 
iuul  ;\loscs  lioliertjean  in  section  13,  Dennis 
Fiu-toii,  Rol)('i-t  Robertjean,  Jerman  Burgess 
ill  siH'tioii  14,  Antoiiio.  Charles  and  Abraham 
Kiviii'cl  ill  section  •2-2.  Dully  Lewis.  William 
T.  Little  in  section  2'S:  Jlichael  Rivard  in 
section  27.  As  in  the  other  towns  dui'ing  the 
efirly  30 's  the  bulk  of  the  land  was  pur- 
eliased  from  the  Government.  Among  those 
xvho  eame  during  this  period  were  Chauncey 
ITerrbnan,  William  Phelps,  Robert  Kirkum, 
Allen  H.  Kirkum,  Samuel  Richardson,  Henry 
Poller  ton,  Peatheanea  Kirkum,  Josiah  Rieh- 
iirdson,  Peter  Hart,  Silas  Leonard,  Samuel 
Farr,  James  Hart,  Ann  Crawford,  Robert 
Crawford,  John  Harris,  Allen  Parr,  Arehi- 
)>ald  J,  Corey,  Chester  Hart,  James  W. 
Proper,  Charles  Cooley,  Cliarles  B.  Matthews, 
William  Allen,  Aaron  Hulin,  Joseph  Herri- 
man,  Catherine  Cook,  Russell  A.  Bates, 
Joseph  C.  Rivard,  Maglore  and  Charles  J. 


Fnrton,  Leonard  and  Tousaint  Delona,  Henry 
Pox,  L.  C,  Rivard,  Eliza  B.  Atkins,  Edwin 
Jenney,  Charles  W.  Fuller,  John  and  Joseph 
Her  rim  an,  Robert  and  Joseph  Milton,  John 
Crittenden,  Jesse  Goodsell,  Joshua  C.  Parker, 
Charles  F.  Witt,  Blisha  Weller,  Daniel  Shat- 
tuck,  Zara  Granger,  Ruth  Fairchild,  Otis  W. 
Cotton,  Isaac  Davis,  Aaron  Whiting,  Abel 
"Whitney,  Lueretia  Haskin,  Charles  Keteham, 
John  Hill  and  John  Dusk. 

The  Indian  Reservation  lying  between  the 
River  aux  Vase  and  Salt  River  has  been  re- 
ferred to  before.  A  part  of  these  Indians 
separated  from  the  Maconce  band  in  1831 
and  the  remainder  were  removed  from  the 
county  in  1838.  The  lands  thus  vacated  were 
rapidly  taken  up  in  1839,  largely  by  land 
speculators  or  neighboring  settlers. 

For  school  purposes,  Chesterfield  town- 
ship is  divided  into  eight  districts  besides 
the  Lake  Fractional  District,  which  includes 
the  school  at  New  Baltimore  known  as  the 
Hathaway  Institute.  The  school  property 
included  in  these  eight  districts  is  estimated 
to  be  worth  $7,100.00,  and  during  the  past 
year  $2,223.00  was  paid  for  teachers'  wages 
in  the  district.  Aside  from  this,  some  de- 
nominational schools  are  maintained  in  con- 
nection with  the  churches.  New  Baltimore 
school  will  be  noticed  more  at  length  in  con- 
nection with  the  history  of  that  village. 

The  principal  officers  of  the  township  since 
its  organization  have  been  as  follows : 

Superv-ifiors :  County  Commissioners,  1842- 
1843:  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1843:  Benjamin  T. 
Castle,  1844-5;  Cyrus  B.  Symmons,  1846-7; 
Charles  B.  Matthews.  1848 ;  Cyrus  B.  Sym- 
mons. 1849 ;  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1850 ;  Bber 

C.  Denison,  1851-2 :  Samuel  P.  Canfield,  1853 ; 
Eber  C.  Denison,  1854 :  Charles  B.  Matthews, 
1855 ;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1856 ;  Joseph  Hub- 
bard, 1857-58;  Parker  Hart,  1859;  Charles 

D.  Crittenden,  I860;  John  Milton,  1861-64 
Ford  L.  Milton,  1865;  Parker  Hart,  1866. 
Joel  Hart,  1867-69;  Charles  D.  Crittenden, 
1870 ;  Joel  Hart,  1871 ;  John  Milton.  1872-76 
Warren  Parker,  1877-78;  Joel  Hart,  1879 
William  Baker,  1880;  William  C.  Jones,  1881 
Warren  Parker,  1882-85;  Charles  Yates, 
1886-1905. 

Clerks:  Robert  A.  Milton,  1842;  Robert 
W.  Knight,  1843 ;  Charles  B.  Matthews,  1844- 
1846;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1848;  Hiram  Deni 
son,  1849 ;  Robert  0.  Milton,  1850-53 ;  Living- 
ston  Axford.  1854;  Hiram  Denison,  1855 
William  D.  Holt,  1856 ;  Rodolphus  Kern, 
1857;  D.  N.  Taylor,  1858;  James  Maeauley, 
1860 ;    Albert    Hendricks,     1861 ;    John    J. 
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Crocker,  1862;  Andrew  J.  Rose,  1863-64; 
Erastus  Q.  Chamberlin,  1865;  Andrew  J. 
Rose,  1866 ;  Francis  Johr,  1867 ;  William  Ran- 
dall, 1868;  C.  J.  Glenn,  1869;  Lewis  Rose, 
1870 ;  Eda  W.  Shattuek,  1871 ;  C.  L.  Bradish, 
1872;  Sidney  0.  Knight,  1873;  C.  L.  Bradish, 
1874-75;  P.  F.  H.  Sehars,  1876;  John  Han- 
sien,  1877-78;  Joseph  M.  Wilson,  1879-80; 
Christian  Schlosser,  1881-89 ;  A.  Barton  Per- 
kins, 1890;  Christian  Schlosser,  1891-1900; 
Loren  D.  Bates,  1901 ;  Rudolph  Friday,  1902- 
1903;  Charles  Gibbons,  1904-05. 

Treasurers :  Zalnion  M.  Gray,  1842 ;  John 
Bates,  1843;  Joshua  C.  Parker,  1844-46; 
Parker  Hart,  1847-49 ;  Charles  B.  Matthews, 
1850-51;  John  Milton,  1852-53;  Robert  A. 
King,  1854-55;  Charles  D.  Crittenden,  1856- 
1857;  Charles  S.  Knight,  1858;  Joel  Hart, 
1860;  D.  M.  Mills,  1861-62;  L.  H.  Canfield, 
1863-64;  Moses  K.  Bortree,  1865;  Amos  Van 
Horn,  1866 ;  George  W.  Douglass,  1867 ;  Wil- 
liam Baker,  1868-69;  Addis  L.  Hacknell, 
1870-71;  William  Baker,  1872-78;  Sidney  O. 
Knight,  1879-80;  William  Baker,  1881-82;  S. 

A.  Knight,  1883-84;  Christian  Schnoor,  Jr., 
1885-86;  S.  A.  Knight,  1887-88;  William 
Baker,  1889-90;  S.  A.  Knight,  1891-92;  Wil- 
liam Baker,  1893-94 ;  S.  A.  Knight,  1895-96 ; 
August  F.  Reinecke,  1897-98;  Rudolph  Fri- 
day, 1899-1900;  Chas.  E.  Hills,  1901-02;  John 

B.  Lozen,  1903;  Chas.  E.  Hills,  1904-05. 
The  village  of  New  Haven  in  the  township 

of  Lenox  was  for  a  long  time  the  railroad 
shipping  point  for  a  large  portion  of  the 
township  of  Chesterfield.  The  plank  road 
running  from  New  Baltimore  to  New  Haven 
(then  called  New  Haven  Station)  furnished 
the  main  thoroughfare  for  farmers  in  that 
vicinity.  During  the  summer  months,  how- 
ever, the  larger  portion  of  the  products  left 
New  Baltimore  by  boat.  The  establishment 
of  Chesterfield  station  in  section  30  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway,  however,  opened  a 
new  shipping  point,  and  the  completion  of 
the  Detroit  &  River  St.  Clair  Railway  (now 
a  part  of  the  Bapid  Railway  system),  1898, 
gave  to  New  Baltimore  and  the  other  terri- 
tory along  its  line,  additional  railroad  facili- 
ties. About  the  churches  on  sections  8  and 
17  and  the  school,  located  nearby,  has  grown 
up  a  little  settlement  known  as  Milton  which 
for  a  long  time  had  a  post  office.  Its  aban- 
donment within  the  last  year  or  two  has 
been  due  to  the  establishment  of  numerous 
rural  delivery  routes. 

In  1845,  Alfred  Ashley,  son  of  Thomas 
Ashley,  of  whom  frequent  mention  is  made 
in   the   history   of  Mt.   Clemens,   moved   to 


Chesteriield  Township  and  founded  the  vil- 
lage of  Ashley,  now  New  Baltimore.  Here 
he  built  the  first  saw  mill  and  the  first  dock, 
and  afterwards  constructed  the  first  steam- 
boat at  this  place,  and  who  was  also  active 
in  the  building  of  the  plank  road  to  Romeo, 
and  from  the  time  of  his  coming  to  the  town- 
ship until  his  death  there  in  1857,  he  re- 
mained its  most  prominent,  active  and  pro- 
gressive citizen.  June  5th,  1851,  he  platted 
the  village  of  Ashley,  and  he,  together  with 
his  wife,  Euphemia  Atwood  Ashley,  for 
years  owned  a  large  part  of  the  real  estate 
in  the  village.  In  1867,  the  village  was  in- 
corporated, including  within  its  limits  also 
a  portion  of  the  township  of  Ira,  in  the 
County  of  St.  Clair.  At  about  this  time  or 
prior  thereto  the  name  of  New  Baltimore  was 
adopted.  During  the  60 's  and  the  early 
70's,  the  village  of  New  Baltimore  was  an 
active,  progressive  business  place,  prob- 
ably shipping  out  more  agricultural  and 
manufactured  products  than  any  other  point 
in  the  county.  At  the  time  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  village,  the  stave  industry  was 
probably  at  about  its  best.  Three  large  stave 
mills,  employing  hundreds  of  hands,  were  in 
full  operation.  The  Ashley  mill  was  the  first 
one  established,  and  later  another  mill  was 
built  under  the  management  of  William  Jen- 
ney,  but  soon  afterwards  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Horace  Perkins,  and  in  the  late  60 's 
was  the  largest  mill  in  operation  there. 
Another  mill,  which  stood  near  where  the 
New  Baltimore  creamery  now  stands,  was 
built  by  David  Hathaway,  and  at  that  time 
was  operated  by  Gilbert  Hathaway,  his  son. 
James  S,  P.  Hathaway  later  succeeded  to  this 
mill  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  the 
wealthiest  citizen  of  the  village.  Other  peo- 
ple interested  in  the  mills  from  time  to  time 
were  P.  Morell,  Icabod  L.  Quimby  and 
Crockett  McElroy. 

In  1859  the  business  men  of  New  Baltimore 
included  Elias  Parker,  proprietor  of  the  Ash- 
ley Exchange;  Peter  Sehars,  hotel  keeper; 
the  merchants  being,  Prisbie  &  Whipple,  J. 
M.  Wilson,  E.  Pishpool,  Jas.  S.  P.  Hathaway, 
Taylor  &  Steiger,  R.  Kern,  C.  Desha,  P.  Mil- 
ler, G.  Prince,  Wanke  &  Co.,  T.  O'Neil,  W. 
D.  Holt,  Haskin  &  Hudson,  J.  H,  Simpson, 
J.  Rehfuss,  J.  W.  Leonard,  C.  Terry,  G.  L. 
Phelps,  J.  F.  Buffum,  R.  Jones,  W.  Seybold, 
A.  J.  Heath ;  Gilbert  Hathaway  was  then  de- 
scribed as  banker,  broker  and  stave  dealer, 
and  Alfred  Ashley,  as  proprietor  of  steam 
saw  mill;  J.  Hubbard,  stave  inspector;  C. 
Hultgren,  cooper;  C.  L.  Cole,  livery;  P.  M. 
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Whipple,  wagon  maker;  A.  J.  Bates,  cabinet 
maker;  D.  S.  Grosvenor,  mason;  H.  Hazel- 
ton,  sash  and  blind  manufacturer;  Hendricks 
&  Shoemaker,  stave  dealers;  C.  P.  Hooker, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  A,  E.  Van  Inwagen, 
T.  Howell  and  D.  Hedges,  blacksmiths. 

The  presidents,  clerks  and  treasurers  of 
tlie  village  since  1883  have  been  as  follows : 

Presidents :  Joseph  M.  Wilson,  1883 ;  "Wil- 
liam Randall,  1884 ;  John  Carlson,  1885 ;  Wil- 
liam Randall,  1886 ;  D.  Milo  Heath,  1887-92 ; 
.los.  M.  Wilson,  1893-94;  D.  Milo  Heath, 
1895 ;  Jos.  M.  Wilson,  1896 ;  Robert  A.  Heath, 
1897-98;  August  F.  Reinecke,  1899-1904; 
Floyd  C.  Andrews,  1905. 

Clerks:  Edward  Van  Slambrook,  1883-86; 
A.  Barton  Perkins,  1887-92 ;  Rudolph  Friday, 
1893-1905. 

Treasurers:  Albert  Perkins,  1883;  Chris- 
tian Sehnoor,  1884-87 ;  A.  B.  Perkins,  1888- 
1889;  August  F.  Reinecke,  1890-91;  Alfred 
Beuchler,  1892-93;  D.  Milo  Heath,  1894; 
Charles  A.  Miller,  1895 ;  August  F.  Reinecke, 
1896-97 ;  Charles  E.  Hill,  1898-99 ;  Sydney  A. 
Knight,  1900-01;  Alfred  Beuehler,  1902-03; 
Sydney  A.  Knight,  1904-05. 

The  press  is  represented  in  New  Balti- 
more by  the  Era,  which  was  established  May 
27th,  1897,  by  its  present  owner  and  editor, 
Frank  W.  Andrews.  The  plant  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  January  15th,  1899,  but, 
Phoenix-like,  it  rose  from  its  ashes  and  its 
publication  continued  without  a  serious 
break,  with  a  new  outfit  and  improved  ap- 
pearance. The  Era  was  not  the  first  venture 
in  the  newspaper  line  known  to  New  Balti- 
more. As  was  natural  in  the  days  of  its 
prosperity,  New  Baltimore  attracted  those 
ambitious  to  succeed  in  journalism.  About 
1853,  Thomas  M.  Perry  started  at  Ashley  a 
paper  called  the  Ashley  Independent.  Al- 
though this  paper  was  compelled  to  suspend 
jiubli cation  after  a  short  life,  the  same  name 
was  used  a  few  years  later  by  Martin  B. 
Ferris,  for  the  paper  which  he  published  at 
Ashley.  The  business  of  the  village  and  the 
population  of  the  surrounding  country  evi- 
dently did  not  justify  the  venture,  and  Mr. 
Ferris  soon  abandoned  the  enterprise  and 
moved  to  Indiana. 

The  schools  of  New  Baltimore  are  under 
the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Education,  con- 
sisting of  William  Baker,  Dr.  L.  P.  May, 
Christian  Schlosser,  Frederick  C.  Miller  and 
Rudolph  Friday.  Mr.  E.  E.  Crook  is  super- 
intendent of  the  schools  and  is  assisted  by 
seven  teachers.  The  school  is  well  equipped 
with  a  good  library  and  laboratory  facili- 


ties, and  is  housed  iu  an  unusually  fine  brick 
building.  In  October,  1871,  Gilbert  Hatha- 
way, long  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  village,  died,  and  by  his  will  provided 
for  a  legacy  of  $15,000.00  to  the  village  of 
New  Baltimore  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
of  a  high  school  building.  Difficulties  arose 
in  the  administration  of  the  estate  which  led 
to  a  long  litigation  between  the  village  and 
James  S.  P.  Hathaway,  residuary  legatee 
under  the  will  of  his  father,  Gilbert.  The 
funds,  when  finally  made  available  to  the 
village,  were  supplemented  by  additional 
moneys  raised  by  Uie  public,  and  a  building, 
now  estimated  to  be  worth  $20,000.00,  has 
been  erected  on  a  handsome  site  and  forms 
one  of  the  chief  adornments  of  the  village. 

Attracted  particularly  by  this  excellent 
building,  the  authorities  in  1904  established 
the  county  normal  school  at  New  Baltimore, 
of  which  the  Board  is  made  up  of  the  Hon. 
P.  H.  Kelly,  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction ;  O.  D.  Thompson,  county  commis- 
sioner of  schools,  and  Prof.  E.  E.  Crook,  of 
New  Baltimore  schools.  The  first  normal 
class  was  organized  Sept.  15th,  1904,  under 
act  No.  24  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1903.  The 
school  is  largely  attended,  and  the  prospects 
for  its  future  success  are  very  flattering. 
One-half  of  the  second  floor  of  the  Hathaway 
Institute  building  is  given  up  for  its  use,  and 
finer  quarters  eould  hardly  be  obtained. 

In  1896  was  established  the  private  bank 
of  W.  F.  SandeU  &  Co.,  which  has  ever  since, 
under  the  management  of  Charles  C.  Hill, 
afforded  satisfactory  banking  facilities  for 
the  village  and  vicinity. 

March  3rd,  1902,  $24,000.00  was  voted  by 
the  citizens  of  the  village  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  water  works  system,  which  was 
soon  afterwards  put  into  operation.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  an  electric  light  system 
was  established  for  the  furnishing  of  street 
and  private  lights.  The  village  was  bonded 
to  the  sum  of  $22,000.00  for  the  lighting 
plant.  Thus  equipped  with  water  works, 
electric  light  and  a  large  and  commodious 
hotel,  the  Chesterfield,  built  by  a  syndicate 
of  citizens  of  New  Baltimore,  Mt.  demena 
and  Detroit  in  1900,  the  village  of  New  Balti- 
more, with  its  beautiful  location  upon 
Anchor  Bay,  affords  a  most  attractive  and 
delightful  resort  for  those  who  during  the 
hot  summer  months  are  looking  for  a  pleas- 
ant escape  from  the  noise  and  heat  of  the 
cities.  The  Rapid  Railway  affords  a  fre- 
quent and  convenient  mode  of  communica- 
tion with  the  outside  world. 
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The  population  of  the  township  of  Chester- 
field as  per  census  returns  has  been  as  fol- 
lows: 

1845 845 

1850 1,002 

1854 1,612 

1860 2,157 

18G4 2,150 

1870 2,175 

1874 2,213 

1880 2,:M9 

1884 2,202 

1890 2,121 

1894 2,088 

1900 2,09a 

1904 1.960 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows : 

1842 $      ;J3,950.44 

1846 43,066.00 

1851 60,666.00 

1856 431,562.00 

1861 374,469.00 

1866 394,208.00 

1871 447,480.00 

1876 430,000.00 

1881 914,000.00 

1886 820,000.00 

1891 820,000.00 

1896 850,000.00 

1901 1,055,000.00 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


TOWNSniP  OF   IjKNOX. 

At  the  organization  of  the  township  of 
Lenox  in  1837,  the  first  election  was  directed 
to  be  held  at  the  dwelling  hotme  of  Sterling 
Case.  It  was  proposed  at  the  time  the  selec- 
tion of  a  name  came  up  that  the  three  oldest 
men  in  the  township  should  select  the  name. 
Accordingly  Benjamin  Haight,  Mason  Har- 
ris, and  Israel  Dryer  fach  selected  a  name. 
As  the  choice  of  Mr.  Haight  and  Mr.  Harris 
happened  to  be  duplicated  by  other  town- 
ships in  the  State,  the  name  of  Lenox,  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Dryer,  was  adopted. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  held  April  3rd, 
1837,  William  Francis,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and 
WiUiam  P.  Miller  were  the  inspectors,  and 
Alanson  Mower,  clerk.  Aside  from  the 
supervisor,  clerk  and  treasurer,  whose  names 
will  be  found  in  the  list  of  supervisors  fur- 
ther on,  at  this  election  there  were  chosen 
Jacob  B.  Hall,  Mason  Harris,  Justin  Corey 
and   Eben   Carl,   justices   of   peace;   A.    T. 


Corey,  A.  Flower  and  Jacob  B.  Hall,  asses- 
sors; Eben  Carl,  Abner  Stevens  and  Eben 
Brooks,  road  commissioners;  Carlos  W. 
Brown,  Justus  E.  Crandall,  James  M.  Mil- 
lard, school  commissioners ;  Oliver  Bates  and 
William  Miller,  poor  directors;  Justus  B. 
Crandall  and  Justus  Ellsworth,  constables; 
Allen  Hacket,  A.  Flower,  Eben  Brooks,  C.  W. 
Brown,  William  Miller,  Jacob  E.  Hall, 
Lyman  Bates,  Slias  Leonard  and  William 
Leonard,  overseers  of  highways.  Since  that 
election  the  principal  township  officers  have 
been : 

Supervisors:  Benjamin  Haight,  1837;  B. 
Wright,  1838;  County  Commissioners,  1838- 
1842 ;  Aldis  L.  Rich,  1843-44 ;  Justus  R.  Cran- 
dall, 1845-47;  Leander  Millen,  1848;  Carlos 
W.  Brown,  1849;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1850- 
1851 ;  Aldis  L.  Eich,  1852 ;  Thos.  F.  Dryer, 
1853;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1854-55;  Carlos 
W.  Brown,  1856;  Justus  B.  Crandall,  1857; 
George  W.  French,  1858 ;  Justus  R.  Crandall, 
1859-62;  Milo  SeUeek,  1863;  Daniel  Bat«*, 
1864-69 ;  Lucius  H.  Canfield,  1870-76 ;  Adam 
Bennett,  1877-79 ;  Lucius  H.  Canfield,  1880- 
1882;  Gil  R.  Lovejoy,  1883-86;  Lucius  H. 
Canfield,  1887;  Zenas  Corey,  1888-95 ;  Gilbert 
R.  Lovejoy,  1896-98;  W.  F.  Bdmands,  1899- 
1900;  Adam  A.  Bennett,  1901-05. 

Clerks :  Thomas  H,  Dryer,  1837-47 ;  John 
Haire,  1848-50 ;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1852 ;  N. 
C.  Knott,  1853;  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1854; 
William  G.  Carl,  1855;  Mason  Harris,  1856; 
Jlilo  Selleek,  1857;  Daniel  Bates,  1858;  WU- 
liam  H.  Mellen,  1860;  Abram  S.  Devall,  1861- 
1863;  John  W.  Leonard,  1864-65;  Benjamin 
L.  Bates,  1866-67;  William  H.  Sutfin,  1868- 
1869;  Adam  Bennett,  1870;  Isaac  N.  Cook, 
1871-73;  Elias  Duvall,  1874;  Theo  M.  Gid- 
dings,  1875;  Isaac  Cook,  1876;  Clarence  E. 
Fenton,  1877:  William  Wiethoff,  1878: 
Chester  S.  Fenton,  1879 ;  Avander  H.  Shafer, 
1880-82;  Chas.  F.  Kielbloek,  1883-84;  Aug.  P. 
Kaiser,  1885-87;  Chas.  F.  Kielbloek,  1888-89; 
Adam  Bennett.  1890-92;  Chas.  Kielbloek, 
1893-94;  Adam  A.  Bennett,  1895-96;  James 
E.  Hull,  1897-98;  Samuel  D.  Spore,  1899; 
Adam  Bennett,  1900 ;  James  E.  Hull,  1901-05. 

Treasurera:  Justus  R.  Crandall,  1837; 
William  A.  Edwards,  1838;  Gabriel  Cox, 
1839-40;  Israel  Dryer,  1841;  Carlos  W. 
Brown,  1842 ;  John  Church,  1849 ;  RusseU  W. 
Green,  1850;  Leander  Millen,  1851;  Alvin 
Davis,  1852-54;  M.  Van  Winkle,  1855;  John 
Church,  1856;  Sabin  Harris,  1857;  Alvin 
Adams,  1858 ;  Martin  L.  Dryer,  1859-60 ;  Asa 
Blanchard,  1861-63;  Tolcot  Bates,  1864-65; 
Elijah  Sutfin,  1866;  David  L.  Carl,  1867-68; 
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Benjamin  L.  Bates,  1869-70 ;  Ephraim  Fuller- 
toii,  1871;  James  M.  Rowley,  1872;  Adam 
Bennett,  1873-76 ;  E.  P.  Fullerton,  1877 ;  Rus- 
Hell  T.  Hazleton,  1878;  Denis  La  Furgey, 
1879-80 ;  Calvin  A.  Smith,  1881 ;  W.  T.  Spink, 
1883-4;  Joseph  P.  Light,  1885;  C.  F.  Kiel- 
liloek,  1886-87;  WilUam  Wurtzel,  1888-89; 
Philip  A.  Williams,  1890;  "William  Wnrzel, 
1891-92;  Chas.  P.  Broekman,  1893;  August 
F.  Kaiser,  1894;  William  F.  Edmunds,  1895- 
1896;  Homer  W.  Maxwell,  1897;  Homer 
Bates,  1898-99;  William  Kurzhals.  1900-01; 
A.  Jay  Baldwin,  1902-03 ;  William  J.  Brock- 
man,  1904-05. 

The  first  school  house  built  in  District  No. 
'2  of  Lenox  was  erected  by  David  Burt  in 
1851,  and  was  burned  in  1860,  and  a  new 
frame  building  erected  on  the  same  site  in 
1861.    The  first  teacher  was  Jane  Harris. 

In  1840,  according  to  the  reminiscences  of 
Mrs.  Amelia  Bancroft  Crawford,  school  was 
taught  in  a  primitive  log  house  just  west 
of  the  farm  long  occupied  by  Thomas  Dryer. 
At  this  time  the  country  seemed  to  be  al- 
most entirely  covered  by  water,  and  in  her 
horseback  ride  to  reach  her  school,  the  horse 
was  for  a  large  part  of  the  way  compelled 
to  wade  through  water  several  inches  deep. 
This  lady  afterwards  taught  in  the  Hall 
school  as  well  as  in  schools  in  other  parts  of 
the  county.  The  present  schools  of  Lenox 
are  contained  in  nine  districts,  with  school 
property  estimated  worth  $6,850.00.  The 
directors  for  the  past  year  have  been  Fred 
Druengel,  Chauneey  W.  Johns,  William  C. 
Steffen,  Rudolph  Loose,  Malvin  A.  Fries, 
Charles  F.  Kielbloek,  Baldwin  Hasselback, 
John  F.  Fink  and  Gil  R.  Lovejoy, 

The  village  about  Lenox  station,  now  a 
part  of  Richmond  village,  has  been  referred 
to  in  the  history  of  Richmond.  The  other 
village  of  the  township  is  New  Haven,  with 
a  population  of  about  six  hundred.  It  is 
situated  on  th^  Grand  Trunk  Railroad,  and 
was  for  a  long  time  known  as  New  Balti- 
more Station.  The  village  was  organized 
iTi  1869,  the  first  election  being  held  on  May 
;Jrd  of  that  year,.  The  presidents  of  the  vil- 
lage have  been  Benjamin  L.  Bates,  Ephraim 
Fuller,  Morgan  Nye,  Justin  R.  Crandall, 
Adam  Bennett,  Clarence  B.  Fenton,  Charles 
N,  Sears,  Clavin  I.  Smith,  Henry  H.  Quick, 
Alexander  Gunn,  John  S.  Parker,  Isaac  N. 
Cook,  William  F.  Edmunds,  John  Russell, 
Edgar  B.  Harris,  Elias  B.  Parker,  and  A.  J. 
Baldwin.  The  village  has  an  electric  light 
plant,  a  bank,  elevator,  creamery,  roller  mill 
and  churches  of  the  Baptist,  Congregational, 


Lutheran,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  de- 
nominations. It  is  the  railroad  shipping 
point  for  Meade,  Ray  Center  and  Orao  (a 
settlement  in  section  19  of  Lenox,  that  has 
grown  up  around  a  saw  mill  long  run  by 
Hazelton  and  now  by  John  White,  and  the 
general  store  now  run  by  Will  &  Sons),  with 
which  places  it  has  daily  stage  connections. 

The  Methodist  Church  Society  of  the  vil- 
lage was  organized  by  the  Rev.  John  Russell 
at  Meade,  at  which  place  the  Rev.  Thos. 
Seeley  was  pastor.  In  November,  1870,  the 
present  church  edifice  was  dedicated,  the 
pulpit  of  which  is  now  filled  by  the  Rev,  0. 
W.  Willett,  a  graduate  of  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, formerly  a  missionary  in  China.  The 
Rev.  Peter  Schannerhorn,  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  has  been  preceded  in 
that  position  by  Joseph  England,  Samuel  D, 
Breed,  John  S.  Kidder,  N.  D.  Glidden,  Park 
A.  C.  Bradford,  Robt.  Parsons,  Jacob  Flook 
and  William  Bradley.  The  Baptist  Society 
of  the  village  was  first  organized  in  Ches- 
terfield about  1843,  and  for  some  time  held 
its  meetings  in  the  school  house  in  the  Bates 
settlement.  The  church  at  New  Haven  was 
built  about  1855,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
Rev.  J.  W.  Wallace.  At  Chesterfield,  Elder 
Goodrich,  Rev.  Kingsbury  and  Rev,  Starr 
had  charge  of  the  church.  The  church  now 
has  63  members  with  a  Sabbath  school  of  60 
members.  In  its  work,  it  is  materially  as- 
sisted by  an  active  Ladies  Aid  Society.  The 
present  occupant  of  the  substantial  parson- 
age, which  the  Lutheran  church  has  erected 
near  its  church  building,  is  the  Rev.  Henry 
Tourney,  under  whose  ministry  the  church  is 
apparently  enjoying  great  prosperity. 

Nearly  all  of  the  lands  in  this  township 
except  section  16  of  school  land  were  pur- 
chased from  the  government  in  1834,  1835 
and  1836.  The  earliest  selection  made  was 
June  4th,  1831,  in  section  6  by  Phineas  D. 
Pelton,  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  In  Novem- 
ber following  another  entry  was  made  in 
the  same  section  by  William  Francis  of  On- 
tario County,  N,  Y. 

In  1833  Richard  Bailey  from  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  made  a  selection  in  section 
6 ;  Alanson  Flowers  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  section  7;  Benjamin  Haight  and  Eras- 
tus  D,  Powell  in  section  31.  Among  the 
other  land  buyers  who  made  their  selections 
during  the  following  three  years  might  be 
named  Justus  H,  Ellsworth,  of  Erie  County, 
N.  y, ;  Richard  Claggett,  Stillman  Goff  and 
David  I.  Boyd  in  section  1 ;  Hiram  Burke, 
Erasmus  M.  and  Alexander  Beebe  in  section 
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2;  Lemuel  Hicks,  John  G.  Dennis  on  and 
Jnstin  Corey  in  section  3 ;  Albert  Treat,  Har- 
rison Eiisseli  and  William  E.  Welles  in  sec- 
tion 4;  Alanson  Flowers,  Ebenezer  Brook 
and  Warren  Cook  in  section  7;  Joseph  C, 
Brown,  Francis  Stone,  PJavius  J.  Hicks  and 
Norton  L.  Miller  in  section  8 ;  John  Church, 
Artemus  Blake,  Mary  Case  and  Levi  Beard- 
sley  in  section  9;  John  B.  Goddard,  Nelson 
and  James  Edwards  in  section  10;  James 
Edwards  and  Justin  Corey  in  section  11; 
James  Earl  and  Patrick  Healey  in  section  13 ; 
Chester  Dodge  and  Samuel  P.  Heyden  in 
section  15 ;  Thomas  F.  Dryer,  Imley  Prescott 
and  Henry  Dwight  in  section  17 ;  Apollos  A. 
Fuller,  Carlos  W.  Brown,  Mason  Harris, 
Israel  Dryer,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and  Sally  A. 
Millard  in  section  18 ;  William  Miller,  Mans- 
field Harris  and  William  A.  Nelson  in  section 
19;  Gabriel,  William  J.  and  Harling  Case, 
Nelson  Edwards  and  John  Dodge  in  section 
21 ;  James  Snook  and  William  Beer  of  Mid- 
dlesex County,  N.  Y.,  in  section  23 ;  David 
Spoor  and  Christopher  Rafferty  in  section 
26;  Silas  Leonard,  Ira  S.  Perry  and  John 
Harris  in  section  29;  Jacob  E.  and  Myron 
Hall,  Charles  Thompson  and  Henry  Peatman 
in  section  30;  Benjamin  Haight,  Erastus  D. 
Powell,  Otis  Wing,  Hannah  Lyman,  Hiram 
D.  Howell,  Sybil  E.  Crawford  and  Caleb  Rice 
in  section  31;  Abram  Burkholder  and  John 
A.  Saunders  in  section  32 ;  William  Maxwell, 
Samuel  Farr,  Orville  Paine,  Orvin  F.  Sim- 
mons and  Lyman  Bates  in  section  33 ; 
Stephen  Sabin,  Elijah  Phelps,  Zara  Granger 
and  Charles  W.  Fuller  in  section  34. 

The  population  of  the  township,  according 
to  census  returns,  has  been  as  follows : 

1837 234 

1840 284 

1845 513 

1850 654 

1854 946 

1860 1,453 

1864 1,383 

1870 2,135 

1874 2,164 

1880 2,516 

1884 2,452 

1890 2,385 

1894 2,266 

1900 2,351 

1904 2,330 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  township  as 
equalized  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
been  as  follows : 

1842 $     42,169.20 

1846 39,418.00 


1851 43,225.00 

1856 233,699.00 

1861 213,790.00 

1866 265,436.00 

1871 319,165.00 

1876 340,000.00 

1881 993,000.00 

1886 900,000.00 

1891 910,000.00 

1896 920,000.00 

1901 1,150,000.00 


CHAPTER  XX. 

THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  RICHMOND. 

The  township  of  Richmond,  the  most 
northeasterly  of  the  county,  was  not  settled 
as  early  nor  as  thickly  at  first  as  were  the 
townships  nearer  Detroit  and  the  Clinton 
River.  The  first  entries  of  lands  in  this 
township  were  made  December  1st,  1832, 
in  section  30,  on  which  day  both  Edwin  B. 
Rose  from  Macomb  County  and  John  Hale 
of  Detroit  each  entered  a  tract  in  that  sec- 
tion. The  latest  entry  for  government  lands 
was  made  April  4th,  1884,  by  Richard  Ball, 
of  this  county,  in  section  16.  As  has  ap- 
peared before,  the  township  was  organized  in 
1838,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  at  the  house  of  George 
Perkins,  on  whose  wood-pile  it  was  held  in 
point  of  fact.  Mr.  Perkins  was  then  living 
on  the  "Ridge,"  and  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship was  selected  by  the  suggestion  of  Phillip 
Cudworth,  in  memory  of  a  township  of  the 
same  name  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  At  this 
first  meeting  the  following  officers  were  se- 
lected: Hiron  Hathaway,  as  supervisor; 
(icorge  Perkins,  as  clerk;  Durfee  Sinmion.s, 
John  Hicks  and  Jesse  Huff,  as  assessors; 
William  Simmons  and  John  Qoodar,  as  over- 
seers of  the  poor ;  Jesse  Welden  and  Russell 
Peters,  as  commissioners  of  the  highways; 
Jesse  Welden,  James  Flower,  Horace  Ewall 
and  W.  P.  Simmons,  as  justices  of  the  peace ; 
Jeremiah  Robinson  and  J.  S.  Durfee  as  con- 
stables ;  Jeremiah  Robinson  as  collector ; 
Durfee  Simmons,  Pliny  Cor  bin  and  Ben 
Ellsworth,  as  commissioners  of  county 
schools;  P.  Cudworth,  C.  C.  Davis  and  H. 
N.  Curtis  as  fence  viewers,  and  John  Bates, 
poun  dm  aster,. 

The  land  where  the  village  of  Richmond 
now  stands  or  rather  that  portion  of  it  called 
Beebe's  corners,  was  mostly  taken  up  from 
the  government  by  Erastus  Beebe  in  1835, 
nnd  the  future  growth  of  a  settlement  there 
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proved  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Beebe  in  his  se- 
lection. Being  the  spot  where  the  ridge 
running  east  and  west  joined  that  running 
north  and  south, — and  the  importance  of 
high  lands,  particularly  for  highways,  was 
more  apparent  then  than  now, — it  was  nat- 
ural that  here  should  gradually  grow  up  a 
(ioinniunity.  Early  a  general  store  was  kept 
there  by  H.  P.  Beebe,  and  a  blacksmith  shop 
soon  followed.  The  locality  came  to  be 
known  as  Beebe 's  corners,  a  name  which  it 
retained  until  the  granting  of  a  village  char- 
ter in  1879.  The  little  commiuiity  which 
^rew  np  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
1  of  Lenox  was  a  rival  to  Beebe 's  comers, 
and  alter  the  coming  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  with  its  station  at  Ridgeway,  as  the 
Lenox  settlement  was  called,  the  jealousy 
was  not  without  its  bitterness  at  times.  Be- 
tween the  two  settlements  along  the  main 
street  naturally  were  established  stores  and 
other  accommodations  which  sought  to  draw 
custom  from  both  ways.  About  half  way 
between  the  Comers  and  the  Station 
grew  up  a  little  business  center  which 
i\t  times  was  referred  to  as  Coopertown, 
which  is  now  the  heart  of  the  village  of  Rich- 
mond. The  natural  growth  of  the  commiini- 
ties  has  been  towards  each  other  until  it  be- 
came a  continuous  settlement  from  the  Cor- 
ners (at  the  intersection  of  the  Ridge  Road 
and  Main  Street)  to  the  Station.  The  order 
and  times  of  the  platting  into  village  lots  is 
indicative  of  the  demand  for  lots  that  came 
from  this  growth.  The  original  part  of  the 
Corners  was  never  formally  platted,  but  the 
little  settlement  grew  up  as  the  progress  of 
the  locality  demanded  around  the  junction 
of  Main  Street  and  the  Ridge  Road  coming 
in  from  the  west.  Dec.  1st,  1859,  just  about 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  building 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  through  the 
village,  the  GilJett,  Beebe  and  Richard  addi- 
tion to  the  village  was  platted.  In  the  Beebe 's 
addition  was  included  lots  on  each  side  of 
Main  Street  northerly  from  the  town  line, 
then  called  Plank  Street  (now  Division),  to 
where  the  corners  settlement  had  spread,  to 
Church  Street  on  the  westerly  side  and  just 
beyond  Park  Street  on  the  easterly,  and  in- 
cluded also  lots  on  both  sides  of  Macomb 
Street  between  the  town  line  and  Park 
Street.  The  Gillett  part  of  the  addition  lay 
in  Lenox  and  continued  the  same  lines  as  the 
Beebe  addition  southerly  to  the  church,  ex- 
cept that  nothing  was  platted  in  it  on  the 
ea.sterjy  side  of  Main  Street,  The  next  month 
BlnckwelTs  plat  of  "the  village  of  Ridge- 


way, near  Beebe 's  Corners"  was  made  and 
recorded.  This  included  the  Grand  Trunk 
depot  grounds  and  covered  a  strip  of  land 
running  from  the  north  town  line  of  Lenox 
(Division  Street)  to  the  quarter  section  line 
in  section  1,  bounded  westerly  by  Oak  Street 
and  by  Main  Street  southerly  of  its  intersec- 
tion with  Oak  Street,  and  easterly  by  Beech 
Street,  and  its  line  continued  southerly 
across  the  railroad.  In  May  of  1860  John 
Hicks  platted  eighteen  lots  just  west  of  the 
Comers  and  north  of  the  Ridge  road,  includ- 
ing in  hia  plat  Prospect,  North  and  West 
Streets.  For  several  years  the  corners  seem 
to  have  far  surpassed  the  station  in  growth, 
as  in  January,  1865,  Seth  Lathrop's  first,  and 
in  April,  1867,  his  second  addition  appear, 
supposedly  to  answer  the  demand  for  more 
building  lots.  These  lay  westerly  and  south- 
erly of  the  original  village  and  ran  southerly 
as  far  as  Park  Street,  and  together  with  the 
plats  already  mentioned  and  Beebe's  third, 
platted  much  later,  constitute  all  of  the  vil- 
lage west  of  JIain  Street  north  of  the  town 
line.  In  1867,  too,  Beebe  platted  an  addition 
lying  just  north  and  easterly  of  the  original 
village,  along  Madison  and  Division  Streets, 
and  the  following  year  he  opened  his  second 
addition,  lying  next  north  of  the  town  line 
(Division  Street),  with  its  thirty-nine  lots 
along  Stone  and  Forest  Streets.  During  the 
next  decade,  Ridgeway  seems  to  have  had  the 
best  of  the  controversy.  March  12th,  1869, 
Blackwell's  addition  iilled  in  the  space  be- 
tween his  original  plat  and  Gillett 's  addition 
to  Richmond,  including  as  it  does  all  of  the 
village  south  of  Division  Street  between 
Maple  Street  and  Main  north  of  Maple  on 
the  west  side  and  Oak  Street  on  the  east 
side.  In  1871  and  1875  James  B.  Davis  added 
to  the  village  two  plats  which  covers  all  of 
the  village  east  of  the  railway,  except  the 
small  portion  included  in  Blackwell's  orig- 
inal plat.  During  this  deeade  the  only  addi- 
tion to  the  upper  part  of  the  village  was 
Beebe's  third,  which,  however,  was  a  large 
one  and  carried  the  village  easterly  to  the 
Driving  Park  ground  between  Division  and 
Washington  Streets.  The  Heath  and  Stone 
additions  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  vil- 
lage were  made  May  27th,  1881,  after  the  in- 
corporation of  the  village. 

In  the  township  at  large,  as  was  natural, 
the  parts  first  settled  were  along  the  ridges. 
The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  house  of 
Daniel  Hall  by  Mahala  Weeks.  A  year  later 
Miss  Lucinda  Clough  became  the  teacher  in 
a  log  school  house  built  near  the  Hall  resi- 
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deiice.  The  present  ten  school  districts  lying 
wholly  or  in  part  in  Richmond  have  school 
property  estimated  in  the  current  year  to 
be  worth  $19,380,  of  which  $5,000  is  in  the 
Memphis  district  and  $9,500  in  the  Richmond 
village  district,  No.  13.  In  these  were  ex- 
pended for  school  purposes  last  year  $7,- 
207,.83,  and  in  them  were  enrolled  576  of 
the  756  included  in  the  school  census. 

An  inspection  of  the  list  of  the  first  land 
buyers  in  this  township  will  show  that  the 
larger  proportion  of  them  who  had  not  al- 
ready acquired  a  residence  in  Michigan  came 
from  New  York,  although  Massachusetts  is 
also  well  represented.  It  will  reveal  the 
names  of  most  of  the  old  families  of  the  town- 
ship, whose  history,  did  time  and  space  per- 
mit, would  prove  most  interesting  to  trace. 
Among  these  land  takers  we  find  an  even 
dozen  of  the  fairer  sex,  whom  circumstances 
probably  drove  to  this  step  usually  left  to 
their  brothers. 

Section  1  was  taken  up  by  James  Rig  and 
Agness  Rig  of  Wayne  County  in  1835; 
Joseph  Potter  and  Gideon  M.  Potter  of  St. 
Clair  County  in  1835;  John  Dods  of  Mon- 
.  treal,  Canada,  1835 ;  Alexander  H.  Hartley 
and  Richard  Crossier  and  James  Osterhaut, 
of  Wayne  County,  in  1836. 

Section  2  was  obtained  by  Daniel  J.  Chapel 
from  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. ;  Isaac  B.  Gil- 
bert of  Macomb  County ;  Joseph  Potter, 
James  Wells  of  St.  Clair  Coimty,  all  in  1835. 
Timothy  Allen,  Ontario  County,  New  York, 
in  1836. 

Section  3  was  secured  by  Timothy  Allen 
of  Ontario  County,  New  York;  Joseph  Par- 
son of  Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1836. 

Section  4  was  held  by  Ephraun  Chamber- 
lin  of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Henry  Haw- 
kins, Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of  Genesee 
County,  New  York,  in  1837 ;  Gideon  M.  Pot- 
ter, from  Macomb  County,  in  1838. 

Section  5  was  patented  to  Zekiel  M.  De- 
Foret  of  Livingston  County,  New  York,  in 
1836 ;  Susannah  Thompson,  Macomb  County, 
iu  1836;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer  Hawkins 
of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  in  1837. 

Section  6  was  bought  by  Jacob  Prost  of 
Macomb  County  in  1836;  WQIiam  C.  Hag- 
gerty  of  New  York  City  in  1836 ;  Henry  and 
Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of  Genesee  County, 
New  York,  in  1837. 

Section  7  was  taken  up  by  Jere  Keyes  of 
Monroe  County,  New  York,  in  1836 ;  Daniel 
Carland  of  Wayne  County,  Michigan,  in 
1836;   Jehiel   Butterfield,    Macomb   County, 


Michigan,  in  1836;  Peter  Ackley,  Niagara, 
New  York;  Cyrenus  Webster  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Horace  Cooper,  Macomb 
County,  1836 ;  John  P.  Hall,  Macomb  County, 
in  1837;  Benjamin  Woodbeck  of  Macomb 
County  in  1837 ;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer 
Hawkins  of  Genesee  County,  New  York,  in 
1837 ;  Daniel  Roberts  of  St.  Clair  County  in 
1836;  Robert  Moaw  of  Ontario  County,  New 
York,  1837. 

Section  8  was  acquired  by  Jeduthan  Blip, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836 ;  Ezekiel  M. 
DeForest  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836;  Henry  and  Vanrensselaer  Hawkins  of 
Genesee  County,  N_  T.,  in  1837;  Thomas 
Moaw  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  9  was  settled  by  Jere  Keyes  of 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  John  M.  Cut- 
ler, Macomb  County,  1836;  Henry  and  Van- 
rensselaer Hawkins  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  10  was  sold  to  Thomas  E.  Haywood 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Aaron 
Day  of  Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836; 
Holman  Jackson,  Macomb  County,  in  1836; 
Joseph  Piersen  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836;  Aaron  Day  of  Hampden  County, 
Mass.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert,  Macomb 
County,  in  1836. 

Section  11  was  obtained  by  Nathan  Hicks 
and  Timothy  Allen  of  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  the  former  in  1835  and  the  latter  in  1836 ; 
Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb  County  in  1835. 

Section  12  was  secured  by  Lot  Clark  and 
Steven  Warren  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  1835;  Alexander  H.  Hartley  of  Wayne 
County  in  1836 ;  Reuben  R.  Smith,  Macomh 
County,  in  1836 ;  Lucien  B.  Barker,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Timothy  Allen  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  David  Den- 
ton of  St.  Clair  in  1836. 

Section  13  was  purchased  by  Lot  Clark 
and  Steven  Warren  of  New  York  State  in 
1835  and  1836;  Silas  Stevens  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1836 ;  Durf  ee  Simmons  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1836 ;  Russell  Peters  of  Lapeer 
County  in  1836;  William  Pierce  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836. 

Section  14  was  taken  up  by  Gideon  D.  Sim- 
mons of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John 
Wells  of  Wayne  County  in  1836 ;  John  Man- 
chester of  Madison  County,  N,  Y.,  in  1836; 
Durfee  Simmons  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836  (afterwards  of  St.  Clair  County) ; 
John  Bywater  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in 
1836;  William  Bywater  of  Macomb  County 
in  1836. 
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Section  15  was  held  by  Solomon  Lathcop, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836;  Charles 
Ely  of  Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  17  was  patented  to  Alanson  Hurl- 
biit,  Middlesex  County,  Ct.,  in  1835;  Henry 
Davis  and  Charles  J,  Davis,  Hiram  Benedict, 
Henry  Johnson  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  William  M.  C.  Lathrop  of  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  in  1837;  Thomas  Moaw  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837 ;  Daniel  G.  Stowe  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837. 

Section  18  was  bought  by  David  Page  and 
Holly  Goyer  of  Macomb  County,  Michigan, 
in  1835;  Oratus  Hulett  of  Huron  Coixnty, 
Ohio,  in  1835 ;  Eben  Kimball  and  Levi  Kim- 
ball, Malaneton  W.  Chamberlin  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Nathan  Dodge  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Samuel  Booth,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  T.,  in  1836 ;  Jesse  Ruff,  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  Robin- 
son and  George  Wells,  James  S.  Spencer  of 
Maeomb  County  in  1836 ;  Gilbert  Longstaff 
of  Macomb  County  in  1837. 

Section  19  was  purchased  by  Anson  Petti- 
bone  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833 ; 
Enoch  C.  Hodges  and  Henry  Dennis,  Jere- 
miah Walton  and  Ann  D.  Walton  of  Maeomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Charles  J.  Davis,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Abel  Harrington, 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Chester 
Smith  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
John  0.  Boorke  of  Wayne  County  in  1836. 

Section  20  was  secured  by  William  P.  Jef- 
sions  of  Tolland  County,  Ct.,  in  1833 ;  Pliny 
Corbin  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833; 
Alanson  Hurlbut  of  Middlesex  County,  Ct., 
in  1833 ;  Jeremiah  Robinson,  Yates  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1833;  Martin  J.  Arnold,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833;  Henry  M.  Curtiss, 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Justus  H. 
Ellsworth,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  21  was  occupied  by  Pliny  Corbin 
of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835;  Charles 
Goodar  of  Oakland  County  in  1835;  Laura 
Rose  of  Macomb  County  in  1835;  Samuel 
Cooley,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Har- 
riet Perkins  of  Maeomb  County,  in  1836 ; 
Betsey  Grant,  Maeomb  County,  in  1836. 

Section  22  was  purchased  by  Jonathan  H. 
(iuild  of  Windham,  Ct.,  in  1836;  Amsay  W. 
Sutton  and  Joel  A.  Maher  in  1833. 

Section  23  was  taken  up  by  Isaac  B.  Gil- 
bert, Maeomb  County,  in  1835 ;  Charles  Ely, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  in  1836;  Parmely 
Bieree  from  Connecticut  in  1836 ;  Benjamin 
F.  Green  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836;  Daniel  Gillct  of  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836. 


Section  24  was  held  by  Samuel  Baker  of 
Wavne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Milan  Clapp 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  in  1836;  William 
Winds  and  John  Kelly  and  William  Fields 
of  Maeomb  Connty  in  1836 ;  Abby  Winans  of 
Macomb  County  in  1839 ;  Ann  A.  Andrews 
of  Jlonroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1837;  Caleb 
Rice  of  Ontario  Coimty,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  25  was  obtained  by  Jere  Norton 
of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ;  Daniel 
Hall  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  in  1836;  Amos 
F,.  Albright  of  Wayne  County,  Michigan,  in 
1836;  Eleazer  Mighell  of  Wayne  County  in 
1836 ;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb  County  in 
1836;  James  H.  Woods  and  Caleb  Rice  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Charles 
French  of  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  26  was  largely  taken  up  by  Jere 
Norton  of  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ; 
Daniel  Hall  of  Geauga  Connty,  Ohio,  in  1836 ; 
Solomon  Stone  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Ebenezer  of  Hampshire  County,  Mass., 
in  1836;  Anna  Richards  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1837 ;  Clarissa  Hancock  of  St.  Clair 
County  in  1839. 

Section  27  was  sold  to  Isaac  Munson  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Solomon 
Stone  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Leonard  Stump  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 :  Bradford  L.  Skiff  of  St.  Clair  County 
in  1836 ;  Henry  P.  Beebe  of  Maeomb  County 
in  1837. 

Section  28  was  acquired  by  Charles  Goodar 
of  Oakland  County  in  1835 ;  Edwin  B.  Rose, 
George  Perkins  of  Macomb  County  in  1835; 
Jacob  Beekman,  Macomb  County,  in  1836 ; 
Samuel  Cooley,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836 ;  Solomon  Stone  of  Monroe  Connty,  N. 
Y.,  in  1836;  Benjamin  B.  Kereheval  of 
Wayne  County  in  1836;  Samuel  P.  Clemens 
of  Wayne  County  in  1837. 

Section  29  was  bought  by  Martin  J.  Ar- 
nold of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John 
Bates,  Morgan  L,  McKoon  and  Gideon  Gates, 
James  M.  Merit,  Hiram  Burke  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836;  Charles  French  of  Worces- 
ter County,  Mass.,  in  1836. 

Section  30  was  obtained  by  John  Hale  of 
Detroit  in  1832;  Edwin  B.  Rose  of  Macomb 
County  in  1832;  Asa  Ingrahan  of  Maeomb 
County  in  1835 ;  Joanna  C.  Tenny  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835 ;  John  Goodar  of  Oak- 
land County  in  1835 ;  John  Bates  of  Maeomb 
Connty  in  1836 ;  Elijah  Waterman  of  Cattar- 
augus County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Rufus  P. 
Daton  of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Adanis 
Trayler  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ; 
John  Yonney  of  Macomb  County  in  1838. 


Hostccoy  Google 


PAST   AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


Section  31  was  taken  up  by  Sumner  Pierce 
of  Macomb  County  in  1832-1834;  Seth  Hath- 
away of  Macomb  County  in  1834;  Daniel 
Bray  of  Macomb  Comity  in  1835 ;  Amos  Par- 
sons of  Ontario  County,  N.  T.,  in  1835 ;  Wil- 
liam G.  Hathaway  of  Niagara  County,  N.  T., 
in  1835 ;  David  0.  Codwiae  of  Macomb  Coun- 
ty ia  1835;  Simeon  Newberry  of  Lapeer 
County  in  1836;  David  Perry  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  John  Mow  of  Ma- 
comb County  in  1836 ;  Felix  Eandall  of  Por- 
tage County,  Ohio,  in  1836 ;  Benjamin  B. 
Kercheval  of  Wayne  County  in  1836. 

Section  32  was  .purchased  by  Charles  G. 
Morse  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Levi  Beardsley  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836;  Miclosneth  S.  HaU  of  Wayne  County 
in  1836 ;  John  Starkweather  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty in  1836 ;  Edwin  Jerome  and  Joseph  An- 
derson of  Wayne  County,  Mich.;  Felix  Ran- 
dall of  Portage  County,  Ohio ;  Edwin  Jerome 
and  John  Starkweather  of  Wayne  County  in 
1836. 

Section  33  was  taken  up  by  Hannah  Free- 
man of  Macomb  County  in  1835;  Benjamin 
W.  Freeman  of  Macomb  County  in  1836; 
Ephraim  S.  Harvens  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  in  1836;  William  R.  Hicks  of  Macomb 
County,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  W.  Perkins  of  Graf- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  George  Palmer  of 
St.  Clair  County  in  1836. 

Section  34  was  granted  to  Benjamin  Sim- 
mons, and  Phillip  Cudworth  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y..,  in  1835;  Cyrel  Hicks  of 
Wayne  County  in  1835;  Samuel  N.  Hyde  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  Isaac  Munson  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  William  R. 
Hicks  and  Francis  E.  Rayden  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836 ;  Lowell  Gage  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  35  was  bought  by  Asa  K.  Phipps 
of  Macomb  County  in  1836 ;  Hiram  Burke  of 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Brastus  M. 
Beebe  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Alexander  Beebe  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1836 ;  Smith  Johnson,  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836;  Melaneton  W.  Smith  of 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836;  John 
Hicks  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836; 
Lansing  B.  Mizner  and  Bayard  Clark  of  U. 
S.  in  1836 ;  Francis  G.  Macy  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836. 

Section  36  was  obtained  by  Smith  Johnson 
of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1836 ;  David 
Weeks,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,,  in  1836; 
David  J.  Boyd  of  New  York  City,  N.  Y.; 
Amos  F.  Albright  of  Wayne  Coimty  in  1836 ; 
Lansing  B.  Mizner  and  Bayiird  Clark  of  IT. 


S.  in  1836;  Isaac  B.  Gilbert  of  Macomb 
County  in  1836. 

In  1879  the  rivalry  between  the  Station 
and  the  Corners,  as  the  two  extremes  of  the 
present  village  of  Richmond  were  called,  was 
laid  aside  sufficiently  to  allow  of  the  incor- 
poration as  one  village  of  the  territory 
formerly  known  as  Beebe 's  Corners,  as  well 
that  of  old  Eidgeway,  and  the  section  on 
each  side  of  Main  Street  between  the  two. 
This  was  but  a  legal  recognition  of  the  actual 
fact,  as  the  two  localities  had  grown  towards 
each  other  in  spite  of  the  jealousy  that  had 
been  strongly  kept  up.  The  first  election 
was  set  to  be  held  March  5th,  1879,  "at  the 
store  lately  occupied  by  Miller  &  Ilaskins 
on  Main  Street,"  and  Thomas  Conway,  B.  F. 
Doty  and  Lumau  H.  Heath  appointed  the 
Board  of  Registration  therefor.  The  result 
of  this  election  was  the  selection  of  Alonzo 
M.  Keeler  as  President,  and  of  Addison  G. 
Stone,  as  Clerk.  The  village  has  progressed 
ever  since  most  satisfactorily  under  the  fol- 
lowing presidents ;  Thomas  Conway,  elected 
in  1880 ;  Sanf ord  M.  Stone,  in  1881  and  1882 ; 
Norman  Mclntyre,  in  1883 ;  James  P.  Cooper, 
in  1883  at  a  special  election  held  because  of 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mclntyre;  James  M. 
Hathawav.  in  1884  and  1885;  Theodore  Mil- 
ler, in  1886,  1887  and  1888;  WUIiam  H. 
Acker,  in  1889 ;  James  M.  Hathaway,  in  1890 
and  1891;  James  E.  Weter,  in  1892  to  1898, 
inclusive ;  William  H,  Acker,  in  1899  and 
1900;  Simon  H.  Heath,  in  1901;  William  H. 
Acker  again,  in  1902  and  1903 ;  Judson  Black, 
in  1904,  and  0.  B.  Evans,  in  1905.  The 
Clerks  for  the  same  time  have  been  Addison 
Stone,  elected  in  1880  for  a  second  time; 
Adelbert  T.  Sutton,  in  1881  and  1882;  E. 
Bruce  Keeler,  in  1883  and  1884;  A.  Martin 
Keeler,  in  1885  and  1886 ;  Merton  Fuller,  in 
1887  and  1888;  R.  F.  Gould,  in  1889  until 
his  removal,  when  his  place  was  filled  by 
Olney  Culver,  who  was  again  selected  in 
1890 ;  Richard  W.  Heath,  in  1891  and  1892 ; 
Frank  W.  Burke,  who  was  kept  in  that  office 
from  1893  to  1901 ;  Elmer  U.  Gorsueh,  elected 
in  1901,  1902  and  1903;  and  the  present  in- 
cumbent, Daniel  L.  Rapelje,  elected  first  in 
1904. 

Among  the  evidences  of  progress  of  the 
village  is  the  installation  in  1895  of  a  fine 
water- works  system  in  the  village  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  $19,000,  after  a  special  elec- 
tion at  which  the  question  of  incurring  this 
expense  was  passed  upon  by  the  electors. 
About  five  miles  of  piping  has  been  laid  and 
about     25,000,000     gallons     of     water     are 
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pumped  annually.  The  gravity  system,  with 
stanilpipe,  is  used,  and  the  source  of  the 
water  supply  is  artesian  wells.  In  eonnee- 
tion  with  this  plant  is  operated  a  municipal 
electric  lighting  plant,  by  means  of  which  its 
streets  are  lighted  and  light  is  also  furnished 
to  its  citizens.  The  combined  plant  has  been 
a  paying  investment  from  the  start. 

Among  the  hotels  that  have  accommodated 
the  traveling  public  here  have  been  the 
Beebe  House,  built  about  1855  by  George 
Beebe,  the  Maher  House,  "Agent's  Home," 
kept  by  E.  G.  Gleason  in  1875,  and  the  Com- 
mercial House,  built  by  James  P.  Cooper 
about  1880.  At  the  Station  or  Eidgeway 
were  to  be  found  at  various  times  the  Ridge- 
way  House,  the  National  House,  Grand 
Trunk  House,  and  Springborn's  hotel,  built 
in  1896.  Another  was  Ramsey  House,  built 
by  William  Ramsey  about  1876.  This  was 
later  rebuilt  and  rechristened  the  Glenwood, 
and  is  now  known  as  The  St.  Clair. 

Wm.  H.  Acker  in  1878  started  and  has  ever 
since  maintained  a  private  bank,  which  has 
always  commanded  the  confidence  of  the 
community  and  accordingly  has  always  been 
suceessful.  The  other  banking  enterprise  of 
the  village  is  the  Macomb  County  Savings 
Bank,  a  corporation  organized  July  2,  1898, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  deposits 
at  the  commencement  of  business  Sept.  1, 
1898,  amounted  to  $2,006.00,  which  on  May 
29th  last  had  increased  to  $32,764.25  of  com- 
mercial deposits  and  $213,013.37  of  savings 
deposits.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  is 
apparent  from  the  above.  The  last  annual 
statement  showed  resources  of  $288,001.74, 
and  surplus  of  $17,223.12. 

The  press  has  been  represented  in  Rich- 
juond  by  two  papers.  The  Richmond  Herald 
was  established  June  8th,  1876,  by  Del  T. 
Sutton  and  George  "W.  Kenfleld,  the  latter  re- 
maining iii  the  firm,  however,  only  a  few 
weeks,  ^Ir.  Sutton  endeavored  until  the  fol- 
lowing^ November  to  convince  the  people  of 
the  community  that  it  was  time  for  the  vil- 
lage to  support  a  newspaper  and  then  sold  to 
David  S.  Cooper,  who  continued  the  effort 
until  the  following  June.  Sufficient  support 
not  appearing  the  publication  was  then  sus- 
pended. However  the  short  life  of  the  Her- 
ald was  not  in  vain  for  it  apparently  taught 
the  people  the  benefits  of  the  press  and  when, 
in  November  of  1877,  William  C.  Walters 
started  the  Richmond  Review,  he  received 
more  encouragement.  The  first  issue  ap- 
peared November  8th,  1877.  Two  years  later 
the  ]iaper  was  purchased  by  Frank  S.  Abbott, 


then  a  practicing  attorney  of  the  village,  who 
continued  management  of  the  paper  until 
August  of  1880,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
Del  T.  Sutton  of  the  one-time  Herald,  who 
has  been  proprietor  of  the  paper  the  major 
part  of  the  time  since.  It  has,  however, 
changed  hands  several  times,  passing  from 
Sutton's  hands  back  to  those  of  its  first 
owner,  Walters,  who,  however,  soon  re-sold 
to  Sutton.  Frank  S.  Abbott  also  again  took 
charge  at  one  time,  but  also  returned  the 
paper  to  Sutton.  Mr.  Crawshaw,  Frank 
Hirt  and  Warren  S.  Stone  have  also  at  times 
been  interested  in  the  ownership  of  the  paper 
prior  to  its  passing  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Elmer  W.  Gorsuch,  the  present  owner,  who 
has  published  the  paper  successfully  for  the 
past  few  years.  During  Mr.  Sutton's  owner-. 
ship  Uie  paper  was  issued  from  building  on 
the  corner  of  Washington  and  Main  Streets 
and  later  from  the  Cooper  block.  Crawshaw 
moved  it  to  the  building  next  door,  also 
owned  by  Cooper.,  Hirt  took  the  office  to  the 
Acker  biiilding  on  Main  Street,  where  a  bap- 
tism of  fire  was  received,  after  which  the 
paper  found  a  new  home  in  the  Hacking 
building,  where  it  remained  until  removed 
to  its  present  home  in  the  Heath  building. 
The  Review  has  always  been  independent  in 
politics  and  its  eight  pages  of  six  columns 
each  have  always  been  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare and  successful  growth  of  its  native 
village. 

The  Richmond  postoffice  was  established 
in  1840,  with  Philip  Cndworth  as  postmaster. 
He  was  followed  b.y  David  Ward  in  1844, 
Hiram  Burke  in  1848,  H.  P.  Beebe  in  1851. 
James  M.  Hieks  in  1854,  H.  P.  Beebe  in  1860, 
D.  G.  Gleason  in  1866,  Seth  Lathrop  in  1869, 
and  H.  P.  Beebe  again  in  1872.  On  the  com- 
ing in  of  the  first  Democratic  administration 
of  the  country  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
under  President  Cleveland,  James  M.  Hatha- 
way was  appointed  postmaster  in  1885,  who 
was  followed  by  Simon  H.  Heath  in  1889. 
The  whirl  of  national  politics  brought  a 
change  of  parties  again  in  1893,  and  restored 
the  office  to  Mr.  Hathaway  for  four  years 
when  he  yielded  to  J.  M.  Johnson.  Simon  H. 
Heath  again  came  in  in  1901  and  still  pre- 
sides. During  his  term  the  office  has  been 
elevated  to  the  presidential  class.  Under  his 
charge,  too,  have  been  established  two  rural 
delivery  routes  that  bring  so  much  satisfac- 
tion to  the  farmers  of  the  township.  Route 
No.  1  was  started  June  2nd,  1902,  and  has 
been  cared  for  by  Ralph  Keeler  and  Charles 
HeHth,     Route  No.  2  started  July  1st,  1904, 
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since  which  it  has  bueii  cared  for  by  .}.  A. 
Quick.  Mr,  Beebe  had  the  office  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Main  Streets,  Mr. 
Hathaway  in  the  Byers  building,  Mr.  John- 
son in  the  Stevens  building  across  the  street, 
and  Mr.  Heath  removed  it  to  the  more  central 
location  in  the  Hacking  block,  where  it 
stayed  until  the  current  year  when  it  was 
moved  across  the  street  into  the  C.  B.  Lutes 
building. 

The  postoffice  of  Lenox  was  established  at 
the  "station"  in  1872  during  the  service  of 
Hon.  O,  D.  Conger  as  Congressman  from  this 
district.  The  fact  that  the  name  "Eidge- 
way"  was  being  duplicated  in  the  list  of 
postoffiees  in  the  state  prevented  the  use  of 
that  name  for  this  postoffice,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  name  Lenox  both  for  the  postoffice 
and  the  railroad  station  gradually  led  to  the 
complete  abandonment  of  "Ridgeway"  as  a 
cognomen  for  this  locality.  The  new  post- 
office  was  established  more  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  officials  than  the  public  and  the 
small  salary  did  not  make  it  very  attractive. 
After  some  difficulty  James  P.  Davis  was  ap- 
pointed, who  first  kept  the  office  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Mary  street  and  later  in  the  Jonas 
building  on  Main  street  and  still  later  in  the 
Jesse  Gleason  building  on  Grand  Trunk  ave- 
nue. After  two  years  service  Mr.  Davis 
yielded  possession  of  the  ofBce  to  Zenas 
Corey,  who  held  it  fifteen  years.  The  public 
had  gradually  come  to  find  the  convenience 
of  the  office,  and  its  business  has  continually 
increased  in  size.  Gil  R.  Lovejoy  took  charge 
of  the  office  in  1889  and  has  held  it  ever 
since  except  during  the  four  years  of  Presi- 
dent Cleveland's  second  term,  when  it  was 
held  by  J.  M.  Rowley.  It  has  been  located 
in  buildings  owned  by  Mr.  Lovejoy  on  Main 
street  for  the  few  years.  In  January,  1904, 
the  first  rural  delivery  route  was  established 
with  David  W.  Wilson  in  charge,  and  in  the 
same  year  the  second  route  was  started  un- 
der the  care  of  Grant  Woodruff. 

The  village  of  Richmond  has  seven  church- 
es, the  Baptist,  Roman  Catholic,  Congrega- 
tionalist,  German  Evangelical,  Methodist 
Episcopal,  German  Lutheran,  and  German 
Methodist,  the  last  named  being  a  recent 
comer  from  its  former  location  near  Mutton- 
viUe,  St.  Clair  Co.  The  Free  Methodists  had 
for  a  long  time  an  organization  in  this  vil- 
lage, also  which,  however,  just  at  present  is 
not  active. 

The  Catholic  edifice  is  located  in  Lenox 
and  a  very  pretty  Rectory  has  also  been 
built  by  the  parish. 


One  of  the  oldest  of  the  religious  orgauiza- 
ti<)ns  of  the  place  is  the  Baptist  Society.  Pre- 
vious to  1869,  however,  no  formal  organiza- 
tion was  had,  although  meeting  had  for  some 
time  been  held  in  private  houses  and  in  a 
small  building  afterwards  used  for  the 
Lenox  postoffice.  The  organization  was  ef- 
fected June  15th,  1869,  with  Manson  Farrar, 
Deacon,  H.  F.  Douglas,  Clerk,  and  D.  Stew- 
art, Treasurer,  and  a  board  of  trustees  made 
up  of  the  above  named  officers  and  James 
Cooper  and  Harvey  French.  The  following 
year  in  January  the  Sabbath-school  was  or- 
ganized and  latei'  in  the  year  steps  taken  to 
secure  the  erection  of  a  suitable  house  of 
worship.  This  was  completed  on  a  lot  given 
for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Gillett,  February 
25th,  1871.  The  society  has  pursued  a  con- 
tinuous and  generally  sticcessful  career  ever 
since.  Among  the  early  pastors  were  Rev. 
William  Arlington,  and  Rev.  Silas  Finn.  The 
several  ministers  of  this  church,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascertained  with  the  dates  of  their 
taking  charge  are  as  follows  r  S.  Gardner  in 
1876;  A.  W.  Gower,  in  1877;  E.  E.  Bayliss, 
in  July,  1878 ;  M.  H.  DeWitt,  in  October  of 
that  year;  B.  M.  Stephenson,  in  September, 
1879 ;  Rev.  Fairehild,  in  1880 ;  W.  H.  Rupert, 
in  1883;  Rev.  A.  Snyder,  in  1885;  W.  T.  Os- 
born,  in  1887 ;  Rev,.  Wm.  Harr,  in  1890 ;  Dea. 
Arthur  Dav  in  1892 ;  Miss  Vera  Wadsworth, 
in  1892 ;  Rev.  A.  Story,  in  1894 ;  W.  H.  Mills, 
May  16,  1897;  F.  M.  Teller,  in  1898;  H.  N. 
Marsales,  in  1899,  and  the  present  pastor, 
Rev.  C.  M.  Batty,  in  1901. 

The  German  Evangelical  Church  of  the 
village  belongs  to  the  Synod  of  North  Ameri- 
ca and  was  established  in  Richmond  in  1889. 
The  Rev.  E.  L.  K.  Hagen  took  charge  then 
with  seventeen  families  associated  with  the 
new  church,.  The  church  and  parsonage 
were  built  that  year.  Mr.  Hagen  left  in  1895 
and  Rev.  R.  E.  Riemann,  the  present  pastor, 
took  charge  of  the  church  at  the  same  time. 
He  had  formerly  been  an  Bast  India  mis- 
sionary for  nine  years.  There  are  at  present 
seventy-five  families  connected  with  the  so- 
ciety, and  a  Sunday-school  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  children  is  presided  over  by  five  teach- 
ers. The  organization  bears  every  evidence 
of  being  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Con- 
nected with  this  church  is  the  Evangelical 
Trinity  Church  of  Armada  with  twenty-five 
famiUes  associated,  which  was  established  in 
1898,  and  as  well  the  First  German  Evan- 
gelical Church  of  Adair,  established  in  1899, 
with  thirty-one  families  attending.  Ladies 
Aid   Societies   are   organized   in   connection 
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vvitli  each  of  these  churches,  the  one  at  Eieh- 
ludiiil  numbering  2^  members,  that  at  Ar- 
lujida,  eighteen,  and  the  Adair  society  having 
seventeen  members.  The  business  affairs  of 
the  Richmond  Church  are  looked  after  by  a 
Chnreh  Committee  appointed  every  three 
years.  The  present  committee  is  made  up  of 
ChfirJes  Linke,  Charles  Piels,  Charles  Hage- 
meister,  William  Baumgarten  and  Jos.  Ilar- 
ting.  Among  those  prominent  in  maintain- 
ing this  church  in  addition  to  those  above 
named  on  the  Committee  are  Ephraim  Baum- 
garten,  John  Hirt,  F.  Gierk,  P.  E.  "Williams, 
A.  Lindke,  W.  Woehlert,  John  "Wiher,  Fr.  R. 
H(^hurz,  A.  Dittmann,  and  A.  Matehin. 

Tuesday,  September  26, 1871,  the  followers 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  and  about 
Richmond  met  at  the  office  of  Dr.  D.  tt.  Glea- 
son,  and  there  adopted  the  constitution  of 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Rich- 
mond. The  members  of  the  new  organization 
numbered  forty-five  and  they  selected  as 
their  first  Trustees:  C.  S.  Knight,  Seth 
Lathrop  and  E.  M.  Beehe,  S.  M.  Stone  was 
chosen  Clerk  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Knight  as  Treas- 
urer. In  1872  a  ehnrch  building  was  built 
on  land  given  therefor  by  Seth  Lathrop.  The 
present  building  was  erected  in  1887.  The 
ministers  in  charge  of  this  church  have  been 
as  follows;  8.  0.  Bryant  from  1872  to  1875; 
W.  I.  Hunt,  1875-77-,  Ehenezer  Ireland,  1879- 
81 ;  Frank  Bissell,  1881-82 ;  Rev.  Norris,  1882 ; 
Rev.  Wallev,  in  1884;  G.  M.  Franklin,  in 
1887;  F.  E.  York,  in  1888;  D.  A.  Strong,  in 
1891;  H.  R.  Williams,  in  1893;  S.  A.  Long, 
in  1896 ;  I.  Terbourgh,  in  1899 ;  Rev.  Gadd,  in 
1903. 

In  1832  Daniel  IJall  invited  Jere  Norton 
and  John  Hicks  to  meet  at  his  house  for  the 
first  Jlethodist  prayer  meeting,  which  was 
led  l»y  Norton.  During  the  same  year  Miss 
;\f;ii-y  Norton  organized  the  first  Sunday 
school,  which  was  held  in  the  house  of  John 
Hicks.  Tlie  first  sermon  preached  in  the 
neighborhood  was  the  funeral  sermon  of 
Henry  Stump  in  1838.  The  Rev.  B.  R.  Rich- 
ards officiated  at  the  services  and  the  burial 
was  in  the  rear  of  the  late  Sanford  M. 
Stone's  house.  The  first  class  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  was  organized  by  the 
Rev.  L.  Whitney  in  1839  and  met  in  the 
log  school  house  opposite  James  McCauley's 
house.  From  this  time  on  services  were  held 
prettv  regularly,  up  to  1844,  usually  at 
Daniel  Hall's,  after  that  until  1847  at  the 
log  school  house  and  later  in  the  frame 
school  house  on  the  farm  afterwards  owned 
by  Barclay   Welding.     In   1859  the  M,   B. 


Church  building  was  constructed  standing  on 
the  lot  immediately  west  of  the  old  West 
school  biiilding  at  a  cost  of  $1,800.00.  From 
here  the  church  was  moved  to  its  present 
site  and  given  quite  extensive  repairs  in 
1867.  In  1871  a  division  in  the  church  oc- 
eiirred  and  nearly  one-half  of  the  members 
withdrew  and  formed  the  Free  Methodist 
Society.  In  1881  a  lot  for  a  parsonage  was 
l)urchased  on  which  in  1882  the  present  resi- 
dence was  built.  Since  then  the  church  itself 
has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  an  addi- 
tion put  on,  for  which  work  liberal  subscrip- 
tions were  received  at  the  time  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  renovated  building,  and  the 
society  was  thus  enabled  to  start  free  from 
debt  upon  a  term  of  successful  work,  which 
is  now  being  continued  by  the  Rev.  W.  Geich. 

The  High  School  of  Richmond  was  built  in 
1875  and  has  had  for  principals :  H.  F.  Smith 
for  three  years,  S.  H.  Briggs  for  three  years, 
G.  IT.  Burgess  for  one  year,  E.  L.  Briggs 
for  one  year,  A.  E.  MiDett  for  three  years, 
R.  J.  Crawford  for  nine  years,  J,  M.  Tice  for 
two  years,  L.  A.  Suydan  for  three  years,  and 
W.  L.  Lee  for  five  years.  It  is  located  in 
District  No.  13  of  the  Township  and  its  value 
and  the  amounts  paid  for  school  purposes  is 
included  in  the  totals  for  the  Township 
given  elsewhere.  There  is  now  under  way  a 
plan  for  the  consolidation  of  this  district  and 
the  Lenox  district  (Fractional  12  of  Lenox 
township)  which  has  developed  anew  the 
ancient  jealousy  between  the  two  ends  of 
the  village,  and  threatens  to  delay  the  erec- 
tion of  larger  and  more  suitable  quarters  for 
the  schools.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  con- 
troversy has  not  been  settled  so  as  to  be- 
come a  part  of  history. 

Richmond  has  proven  itself  to  he  one  of 
the  most  energetic  and  progressive  of  the 
villages  of  the  County.  It  now  has  a  popula- 
tion of  about  1,300,  and  has  besides  the  enter- 
prises already  mentioned,  an  opera  house 
with  seating  capacity  of  about  500,  a  fine 
driving  park,  three  grain  elevators,  a  cream- 
ery, egg  pickling  works,  a  flour  mill,  fruit 
evaporators,  and  several  smaller  factories.  It 
is  well  equipped  with  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone service  and  an  unusual  amount  of  pub- 
lie  spirit  and  enterprise  is  displayed. 

Another  thrifty  village  of  Richmond  is 
Memphis,  although  it  lies  also  partly  in  St. 
Clair  County.  The  locality  was  settled  as 
early  as  1835,  the  earliest  families  being  the 
James  Wells,  Potter,  Welch,  Moore,  Slater, 
Mansfield,  and  Bird.  It  was  incorporated  as 
a  village  in  1865,  and  now  has  a  population 
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of  about  650.  It  has  three  churches,  Congre- 
gational, Methodist  and  Adventist,  The 
Memphis  Bee  is  published  here,  and  the 
private  bank  of  Fred  G,  Cobum,  under  the 
name  of  the  Memphis  Bank,  attends  to  the 
financial  interest  of  the  town.  Flouring 
mills  and  a  grain  elevator  exist  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  neighboring  farmers. 

When  the  postofSce  was  to  be  established 
in  1848  there  was  considerable  discussion 
over  the  name  to  be  taken,  the  locality  hav- 
ing up  to  that  time  been  usually  referred  to 
as  Well's  Settlement.  Bellview,  because  of 
the  river  on  which  the  town  is  located,  Riley, 
in  honor  of  the  Indian  chief  who,  days  gone 
by,  had  been  prominent  and  well-known  in 
the  locality,  and  Birney,  after  James  G.  Bir- 
ney,  were  among  the  names  suggested  and 
rejected  for  Memphis. 

As  early  as  1837  rehgious  services  were 
held  here  by  Mrs.  Chilson,  a  follower  of  the; 
Methodist  church,  but  it  was  not  until  at 
least  a  decade  later  that  the  Methodists  had 
a  church  building  of  their  own.  The  Con- 
gregational society  was  formed  in  1840  at 
the  house  of  Deacon  A.  Gilbert  under  the 
guidance  of  Rev.  Seth  Hardy  of  Romeo. 
Their  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1842  and 
their  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Charles  Kellogg. 
In  1839  a  Baptist  society  was  formed,  made 
up  largely  of  the  Simmons,  Smith  and  Eaton 
families.  At  one  time  the  society  owned  a 
small  meeting  house  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  village  but  for  many  years  has  had  no 
active  existence. 

Oel  Rix,  who  built  a  flour  mill  there  in 
about  1840,  was  also  the  proprietor  of  the 
first  store  of  the  settlement.  Dr.  Sabin,  the 
first  physician  of  the  locality,  built  a  saw- 
mill about  the  same  time.  Having  railroad 
connection  with  Port  Huron  and  none  with 
the  rest  of  Macomb  County,  and  being  partly 
in  the  former  county,  Memphis'  business  is 
largely  directed  northward  rather  than  to- 
wards the  balance  of  the  County. 

The  following  tables  of  the  population  and 
assessed  valuation  of  the  township  are  pre- 
pared from  the  public  records : 

POPULATION. 

1840 602 

1845 815 

1850 1,000 

1854 1,263 

1860 1,685 

1864 1,484 

1870 2,182 

1874 2,105 


1880 2,613 

1884 2,524 

1890 J,485 

1894 2,385 

1900 2,275 

1904 2,354 

ASSESSED  VALUATION. 

1842 $     45,519.00 

1846 44,710.00 

1851 47,161.00 

1856 217,613.00 

1861 250,700.00 

1866 309,620.00 

1871 395,152.00 

1876 430,000.00 

1881 1,202,000.00 

1886 1,070,000.00 

1891 1,100,000.00 

1896 1,080,000.00 

1901 1,320,000.00 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

ARMADA   TOWNSHIP   AND  VILLAGE. 

It  is  related  that  in  the  year  1832,  a  meet- 
ing was  called  at  Armada  Corners  (later 
usually  spoken  of  as  Selleck's  Corners)  at  the 
southern  comers  of  sections  31  and  32,  our 
present  township  of  Armada,  to  consider  the 
proposition  of  organizing  a  separate  township. 
At  this  time.  Armada,  together  with  Rich- 
mond, formed  a  part  of  Ray.  At  this  meet- 
ing, the  organization  was  strongly  opposed 
at  flrst,  but  was  later  carried  and  at  that  time 
the  name  Armada  was  determined  upon  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  its  special  meaning  or 
its  fitness.  It  was  said  to  have  been  sug- 
gested by  Hosea  Northrup.  In  the  legisla- 
tive enactment  creating  the  township,  the 
name  was  spelled  Arraadia,  but  in  later  men- 
tions of  the  township,  the  proper  name  Ar- 
mada was  used.  The  first  township  meeting 
was  fixed  at  the  house  of  Edmund  Stewart, 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  1834.  At  this  meet- 
ing, Henry  B.  TenEyck  presided  and  Ros- 
well  W.  Green  acted  as  Clerk;  Darius  Ses- 
sions and  Minot  T.  Lane  acted  as  inspectors. 
At  the  election  which  followed,  Alfred 
Goodell  was  chosen  Supervisor ;  Leonard  Lee, 
Clerk;  Erastus  Day,  Eden  Armstrong  and 
Iddo  Warner,  Assessors;  Edmund  Stewart 
and  Norman  Burk,  Overseers  of  the  Poor; 
John  Proctor,  Chauncey  Bailey  and  Hosea 
Northrup,  Commissioners  of  Highways;  Aaa 
Palmer,  Constable;  Martin  Buzell,  Alfred 
Goodell,  Asa  Holman,  Charles  Farrar,  School 
Inspectors;    Joel    Cartwright,    Job    Howell, 
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Peter  Woodbeck,  Joseph  C,  Donaldson,  A. 
Ooodell,  Benoiii  Knapp,  and  Nathaniel  Car- 
ter, Overseers  of  Highways. 

These  olBcers  afford  the  names  of  many  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  township.  In  ad- 
dition should  be  named,  however,  Nathan 
.Rowley,  Neil  Gray,  Norman  Perry,  Ira  But- 
terfleld.    Elisha    D.    Andrews,    Elijah   Burk, 

Israel  G.  Belknap,  Daniel  Draper,  and 

Aklrich. 

The  Government  land  survey  of  this  town- 
whip  was  made  by  William  Preston,  Deputy 
I'nited  States  Surveyor,  in  March,  1817.  This 
survey,  starting  at  the  corner  of  sections  35 
iind  36  on  the  south  boundary  of  the  town- 
ship, first  ran  north  to  the  north  line  of  the 
township,  thus  passing  through  the  sit«  of 
the  present  village  of  Armada.  The  sur- 
veyor's memoranda  regarding  the  land  where 
now  stands  the  village  of  Armada,  was  as  fol- 
lows: "Land  first  half  mile  second  rate, 
rolling  and  dry,  last  half  same ;  timber  fallen, 
iindergrowth  thorn,  plum  briars,  etc.,  March 
T'lth,  1817.  The  descriptions  given  by  the 
surveyor  of  the  township  generally,  would 
indicate  a  low,  level  country  somewhat  wet, 
licaviiy  timbered  and  second  rate  soil  well 
watcnnl  with  many  streams  having  a  general 
snutliin-ri  direction.  The  survey  having  been 
made  in  Slareh,  the  melting  snows  and  over- 
flowing of  streams  imdoubtediy  aided  in  giv- 
ing an  unfavorable  impression  of  the  country 
and  led  to  the  soil  being  classed  as  second  rate. 
This  impression  may  have  continued  for  sev- 
eral years,  as  the  high  rolling  "oak  openings" 
to  the  west  were  occupied  by  the  home  seekers 
for  some  time  before  the  more  fertile  and 
productive  soil  of  the  township  was  taken  up. 
Another  reason  that  has  been  su^ested  for 
this  order  of  selecting  lands  was  the  fact  that 
the  "oak  openings,"  being  lightly  timbered 
and  covered  only  with  an  underbrush,  could 
be  readily  cleared  and  prepared  for  grain, 
and  thus  secure  a  quicker  return  to  the  settler. 
Then,  too,  the  streams  of  Armada  were  slug- 
gish, and  being  clogged  by  the  fallen  timber, 
the  water  was  held  back  and  covered  the  low 
lands,  thus  making  the  country  appear  more 
water  soaked  than  it  actually  was.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  township  had  no  lakes,  hills 
or  marshes  within  its  borders.  "A  slight  ele- 
vated sand  ridge  thought  to  be  an  ancient  lake 
beach  entered  the  township  near  the  south- 
west corner,  and  curving  to  the  north,  passed 
out  near  the  northeast  comer  of  section  24. 
An  earth  embankment  of  a  fort  like  struc- 
ture, supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of 
mound  builders,   stood  on  the  bank  of  the 


large  stream  on  section  18.  As  this  was  very 
near  the  section  line,  it  seems  strange  that 
the  surveyors  were  entirely  silent  as  to  its 
existence.  The  first  settlers  report  walls  of 
earth  several  feet  (16)  in  height;  that  it  ran 
along  the  bank  of  the  river  several  rods,  had 
apparently  a  gateway  and  the  inclosure  con- 
tained more  than  three  acres.  Two  other 
structures  of  similar  character  were  found  in 
its  vicinity,  one  on  the  northwest  some  two 
or  three  miles  distant  and  one  to  the  south- 
west less  tlian  two  miles." 

We  quote  further  from  Mr.  Cannon's  ar- 
ticle on  the  Early  History  of  Armada  Town- 
ship, published  in  the  Armada  Graphic  in 
July  of  1900. 

"In  the  now  township  of  Armada,  the  first 
entry  of  Government  land  was  made  by  John 
Proctor,  Nov.  8,  1823.  Mr.  Proctor  gave  his 
residence  as  Livingston  County,  state  of  New 
York.  The  selection  being  for  the  southwest 
fractional  quarter  of  section  31,  comprising 
121.91  acres.  This  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  parcel  of  Innd  bought  of  the  Government 
in  the  township  during  that  year. 

In  1824  there  were  but  four  who  took  up 
land  in  the  town;  these  were  Chauncey 
Bailey.  Peter  Daniels,  Moses  Freeman  and 
Norman  Perry.  These  entries  were  all  on  the 
western  side  of  the  town  in  sections  18  and  31. 

In  1825  Benoni  Knapp  and  Job  Howell, 
both  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  were  the  only 
buyers.  In  1827  Friend  Marks  of  Macomb 
Connty,  and  Darius  Sessions  of  Connecticut, 
were  the  only  purchasers.  In  1827  the  num- 
bers were  increased  to  10,  These  were  Israel 
G.  Belknap,  Hosea  Northrup,  James  Stark- 
weather, Benagen  Tupper,  John  Finch  and 
Charles  Tupper,  Peter  Edgett,  Sylvester  and 
Darins  Finch, 

Only  two  buyers  in  1828,  These  were 
Chauncey  Moore  and  Darius  Sessions.  In 
1829  Peter  Aldrich,  Edmund  and  John 
Stewart,  and  Job  Howell  were  the  only  buy- 
ers. So  slow  was  the  town  in  settling  that 
only  seven  entries  of  land  were  made  in  1830, 
These  buyers  were  Joseph  and  Peter  Aldrich, 
Calvin  S.  White,  Abram  Northrup,  John  D, 
Armstrong,  William  Begole  and  Leonard 
Lee, 

In  the  following  two  years,  1831  and  1832, 
the  number  of  buyers  had  greatly  increased, 
and  from  thence  on  the  lands  were  rapidly 
taken  up,  the  rush  being  in  1833-36.  The  last 
parcel  of  land  being  sold  to  Norman  Burk, 
Nov.  3,  1841,  and  was  for  the  southeast  14 
of  southwest  14  section  2.  And  only  four 
others  were  buyers  that  year.     These  were 
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James  Fountain,  Abel  Sumner,  Holley  Goyer 
and  Oliver  Strobridge. 

A  number  of  women  became  holders  of  real 
estate  in  the  town  by  securing  titles  direct 
from  the  government.  Charlotte  King  and 
Anna  Pinch  bought  each  a  40  on  section  35 
in  1834.  Diana  Lathrop  bought  an  80  on 
section  1  in  1836.  Betsey  Harrington  secured 
a  fractional  lot  of  91  acres  on  section  4  in 

1836.  Abigail  Rowley  bought  a  40  on  section 

7  in  1833.  Polly  Burrington  entered  an  80 
on  section  9  in  1836.  Susan  Banister  become 
the  owner  of  120  acres  on  section  i  in  1835. 
Melinda  Chamberlin  bought  an  80  on  section 
14  in  1835.  Betsey  Andrews  in  1835  bought 
a  quarter  of  section  14.  Catherine  Smith  and 
James  Donaldson  became  the  joint  owners  of 
240  acres  on  section  18  in  1832.  Lucy 
Knickerbocker  bought  an  80  on  section  23  in 
1834.  Rhoda  J.  Belknapp  in  1831  bought  a 
fractional  lot  of  60  acres  on  section  31.  SarEth 
Ann  Conklin  took  up  a  60  on  section  13  in 

1837.  The  largest  land  owner  direct  from 
the  government  was  Elisha  D.  Andrews,  who 
secured  760  acres,  making  his  selections  in 
sections  20,  21  and  22.  He  was  from  Monroe 
county,  state  of  New  York,  and  his  first  pur- 
chase was  160  acres  in  1831  on  section  22. 
Anson  Pettibone  bought  320  acres  in  sections 
13  and  24  in  1833.  Daniel  P.  Hunt  secured 
240  acres,  Ira  Phillips  270,  Austin  Day  199 
acres,  Elijah  Burke,  Jr.,  200  acres.  Amos 
Palmer,  Blake  Barrows  and  Waldo  Barrows 
united  in  buying  240  acres  on  section  12  in 
1836.  Josiah  C.  Leech,  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, state  of  New  York,  bought  237  acres  in 
1832  on  section  7.  Ezekiel  A.  Osbom  secured 
269  acres  on  section  3  in  1833. 

There  were  18  separate  entries  of  160  on 
fractional  quarter  sections  made  in  the  town, 

8  of  120  acres  and  126  entries  of  80  acres  or 
fractional  80 's  and  102  of  40  or  fractional 
40  acre  lots.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
separate  entries  in  all  by  various  purchases 
and  all  the  government  land  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  private  parties.  These  buyers 
were  mostly  eastern  people  and  the  states  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut 
were  represented,  while  a  few  gave  their  resi- 
dence as  the  United  States. 

Eighteen  years  had  passed  since  the  first 
selections  of  land  had  been  made,  and  these 
were  largely  for  homes,  as  it  is  believed  that 
but  few  parcels  were  bought  and  held  for 
speculative  purposes." 

John  E.  Day,  in  an  article  supplemental  to 
Mr.  Cannon's  work,  pointed  out  the  fact  that 


as  the  first  settlers  in  Armada  had  come  bj- 
the  way  or  Romeo  or  Indian  Village,  as  it 
was  then  called,  it  was  natural  that  they 
should  follow  the  "trail"  running  east  from 
Romeo  to  St.  Clair  along  which  the  mail  was 
carried  at  that  time  once  a  week  each  way. 
It  was  along  this  trail  that  John  Proctor  evi- 
dently came  when  he  was  attracted  by  the 
point  at  the  southwest  comer  of  the  township, 
near  which  Proctor's  mill  was  later  built.  It 
will  be  noticed,  too,  that  nearly  all  of  the 
land  buyers  during  the  next  few  years  were 
along  the  southern  tier  of  sections  in  the 
township.  Alfred  GoodeU,  Sanford  Corbin 
and  Alvah  Sibley  in  about  1831  settled  a 
mile  north  of  this  "trail"  in  section  25.  Com- 
ing from  Romeo,  they  had  passed  the  locations 
of  Leslie,  Day,  Edget,  Farrar,  "Warner  and 
Howell,  and  passed  the  night  with  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Belknapp,  whose  log  cabin  stood 
on  the  corner  of  section  29.  They  camped  on 
the  site  of  the  house  long  owned  by  Holley 
Goyer,  and  later  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Barringer, 
where  they  were  joined  the  next  day  by 
Goodell,  who  had  brought  his  family  to  Romeo 
from  Detroit  a  few  days  prior.  The  Goodells 
made  a  small  clearing  during  the  summer  of 
1832  and  in  the  fall  prepared  for  the  erection 
of  a  story  and  a  half  house  in  the  raking  of 
which  they  were  assisted  by  the  neighbors. 
At  this  time  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richards 
was  the  mail  carrier  between  Romeo  and  St. 
Clair  over  what  was  called  the  Hoxie  Trail. 
In  the  summer  of  1832  the  Butterfields  located 
just  north  of  the  Goodells,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter  Edwin  Rose  eame.  Elijah 
Burke  came  in  April,  1833,  and  purchased 
the  frame  house  started  by  Corbin,  and  in 
the  foUowing  year  Corbin  returned  to  the 
settlement  from  Rochester,  where  he  had  been 
following  his  trade  and  started  the  mill,  which 
in  view  of  the  remarkably  good  crop  of  the 
year  1833,  proved  a  most  useful  addition  to 
the  district.  In  September,  1834,  the  Ridge 
Road  was  laid  oiit  by  Burke  and  a  few  of  his 
neighbors,  which  road  later  formed  a  part  of 
the  road  from  Port  Huron  to  Romeo,  and  the 
corners  where  Burke  himself  is  located  came 
to  be  designated  as  Burke's  corners,  by  which 
name  the  site  of  the  village  of  Armada  was 
for  years  known. 

The  next  few  years  Armada  shared  with 
the  rest  of  Michigan  in  the  rapid  growth  of 
wild  hopes  of  the  times.  A  melancholy  re- 
minder of  these  hopes  appears  in  the  records 
of  the  Register  of  Deeds  office,  although  all 
memory  of  it  seems  to  have  faded  from  the 
minds  of  even  the  oldest  settlers  of  Armada. 
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.Tiinii  22il,  1887,  John  N.  Draper  platted  the 
Village  of  Genoa,  laying  out  192  lots  of  fifty 
by  one  hundred  feet.  This  village  was  sup- 
posed to  be  located  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  6.  but  why  it 
w!is  conceived  and  why  it  never  existed,  except 
on  paper,  "deponent  saith  not." 

In  an  old  map  in  the  writer's  possession 
bearing  date,  1859,  the  two  localities  in  the 
township  bearing  specific  names,  were  "Ar- 
mada Corners"  at  the  southern  corner  of  sec- 
tions 31  and  32  (later  better  known  as  Sel- 
leck's  Corners)  and  lloneoye,  the  name  by 
\\hich  the  present  Armada  village  was  known 
for  a  number  of  years.  This  name  was  se- 
lected, I  believe,  becai^e  of  the  desire  of  a 
iiiunber  of  the  settlers  in  the  locality  to  be  re- 
minded of  their  former  home.  The  business 
directory  of  the  place  at  that  date  included 
Dr.  J.  S.  Smith,  the  Rev.  S.  E.  Warren,  H.  B. 
Castle,  E.  F.  Sibley,  merchant;  J.  C.  Snover, 
"horse  farrier  and  saloonkeeper";  N.  Bar- 
rinj;er,  blacksmith;  J.  "W.  Van  Blaricum,  car- 
penter; S.  S.  Stearns,  M.  D.:  A.  Conger,  W. 
Tibbitts,  J.  P. 

The  village,  although  settled  as  early  as 
1830,  and  having  a  Post  Office  as  early  as 
1843,  was  not  incorporated  until  1867,  at 
which  time  the  first  village  election  was  di- 
rected to  be  held  January  14th,  1868,  under 
the  superintendence  of  William  H.  Clark,  Jr., 
William  E.  Preston  and  Francis  M.  Grout. 
ilareh  5th,  1885,  the  village  was  incorporated 
by  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  which,  how- 
ever, merely  directed  the  continiiation  of  the 
former  oflieers,  by-laws  and  entire  village  ma- 
chinery, and  continued  the  name  under  which 
Uie  village  had  been  incorporated  by  the  Su- 
pervisors, Armada.  The  President^  of  the 
village  have  been  as  follows:  Hiron  Hatha- 
way, F.  M.  Grout,  Charles  Lathrop,  C.  F. 
Corbin,  John  E.  Barringer,  William  Preston, 
James  Flowers,  Hiram  Barrows,  David  H. 
Barrows.  L.  H.  Lincoln,  H.  H.  Spencer,  Phil- 
lip B.  Aldrich,  Charles  Andrews,  Henry  C. 
Aldrieh,  Sabin  I.  Stump,  Wesley  A.  Dudley 
and  Elton  P.  Cud  worth. 

The  first  postmaster  of  the  village  was  Solo- 
mon Lathrop,  who  had  the  office  in  the  home 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Benton,  then  Con- 
gregational pastor.  Later  John  P.  Hall  acted 
as  distributer  of  the  few  letters  that  arrived 
imtil  about  1848,  when  Charles  A.  Lathrop, 
the  storekeeper,  became  postmaster,  and  for 
the  first  time,  the  office  was  kept  in  a  public 
building.  The  village  has  steadily  progressed, 
received  several  severe  baptisms  of  fire,  which 
have  served  to  call  forth  handsomer  and  bet- 


673 


;  places.  The  place  now  has  a  pop- 
ulation of  about  950  and  has  a  hotel,  bank, 
prosperous  schools,  water  works,  a  weekly  pa- 
per— Armada  Graphic — Congregational,  Ger- 
man Evangelical  and  Methodist  churches.  It 
is  located  on  the  air  line  division  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  System,  and  has  express,  telephone  and 
telegraphic  connections.  David  H.  Barrows 
is  the  present  postmaster. 

The  Armada  Savings  Bank  was  founded 
in  1885  by  Bert  C.  Preston.  It  was  a  private 
bank  under  the  name  of  Banking  House  of 
Bert  C.  Preston.  In  March,  1901,  it  was  re- 
organized as  a  state  bank  under  the  name  of 
the  Armada  Savings  Bank  with  a  capital  stock 
of  i^25,000.00.  Its  present  corps  of  officers 
are  Bert  C.  Preston,  President;  George  H, 
Hebblewhite,  Vice-President;  J.  E.  Macau- 
ley,  Cashier.  The  President,  Vice-President, 
Frank  E.  Lathrop,  of  Armada,  John  L.  Pres- 
ton of  Fort  Huron  and  James  H.  McDonald 
are  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  bank  build- 
ing, built  in  1897  by  Mr.  Preston  at  a  cost  of 
nearly  $4,000.00,  is  heated  by  furnace,  well 
lighted,  with  a  front  of  Ohio  stone  and  terra 
cotta.  It  is  well  equipped  with  Mosler  safe 
and  vault  and  is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date 
bank  buildings  in  the  county. 

The  Armada  Graphic,  published  by  C.  D. 
Maeauley,  is  the  representative  of  the  press 
at  this  thriving  village.  It  has  enjoyed  a  suc- 
c^sful  career  for  a  great  many  years  under 
the  ownership  of  H.  J.  Barrows.  It  has  been 
preceded  in  Armada  by  the  Telegraph,  estab- 
lished in  April,  1876.  by  A.  F.  Stone  and  by 
the  Armada  Index,  established  in  1874  by 
Edward  H.  Bentley. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Armada 
was  organized  in  September,  1838,  by  the  Rev. 
John  B.  Shaw,  then  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Romeo.  Its  charter  mem- 
bers were  Elijah  Burke  and  Betsey  Burke, 
Alvah  and  Mary  C.  Sibley,  John  P.  and  Ke- 
tnrah  Hall,  Betsey  Beebe,  Charlotte  Millard 
and  Robert  Love.  The  following  pastors  have 
labored  in  this  chiireh  since  its  organization : 
Rev.  Luther  Shaw,  1840-41 ;  Rev.  Samuel  A. 
Benton,  1843-56 ;  Rev.  Luther  Shaw.  1856-57 ; 
Rev.  Samuel  M.  Judson,  1858-60;  Rev.  Rob- 
ert G.  Baird,  1862-75;  Rev.  Eben  L.  Hill, 
1876-77;  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Pearce,  1877-78; 
Rev.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  1879-80 ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Mai- 
comb,  1880-81 :  Rev.  Henry  N.  Bissell,  1881- 
86;  Rev.  Enoch  H.  Burt,  1886-89;  Rev.  John 
H.  Ashby,  1889-98;  Rev.  Hendrik  Van  Ora- 
meren,  1898-1903;  Rev.  Jonathan  Turner. 
since  190;!. 
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THE    ABMAOA    AQBICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 

The  following  account  of  that  most  suc- 
c^sful  and  long-lived  of  agricultural  affairs 
of  the  county — that  organization  which  has 
afforded  so  many  pleasant  occasions  for  re- 
newing old  friendships  and  acquaintances  not 
to  mention  opportunities  for  most  successful 
and  satisfactory  electioneering — the  Armada 
Fair,  has  been  furnished  to  the  writer  by  Dr. 
J,  E.  Barringer,  who  has  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  Society  since  its  founding: 

"The  Armada  Agricultural  Society  is  the 
outgrowth  of  the  Armada  Farmers  &  Me- 
chanics' Club  of  Armada  Township,  which 
was  organized  at  the  call  of  a  few  men,  who 
thought  to  improve  their  occupation  by  free 
discussion  of  topics  connected  with  their  busi- 
ness. The  organization  was  effected  in  1870 
with  Hiron  J.  Hathaway,  President;  J.  E. 
Barringer,  Secretary;  and  Nathan  Adams, 
Treasurer.  Meetings  were  held  monthly  and 
a  plowing  match  was  held  each  year.  The 
last  two  years  of  its  existence  as  a  club,  a  fair 
was  held  at  the  village  of  Armada,  at  which 
no  entrance  fee  was  charged,  and  no  cash 
premiums  were  paid,  simply  a  card  to  desig- 
nate a  preference.  The  officers  the  second 
year  were  the  same  as  the  first.  The  third 
year  John  Paton,  Sr.,  was  chosen  President, 
and,  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams,  C.  A. 
Lathrop  succeeded  him  as  Treasurer.  In 
February,  1873,  a  meeting  was  held,  respon^ 
sive  to  a  call  of  citizens  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  an  agricultural  society  upon  a  broad- 
er basis,  and  capable  of  becoming  an  incor- 
porated body.  AH  being  favorably  inclined, 
the  object  was  effected,  and  the  Armada  Agri- 
cultural Society  began  its  existence  with  Hon. 
Charles  Andrews,  President;  H.  H.  Spencer, 
Vice-President;  J.  E.  Barringer,  Secretary; 
Charles  A.  Lathrop,  Treasurer;  and  a  board 
of  directors  as  follows:  George  W.  Phillips, 
iW.  D.  Pettibone,  Abner  Lemon,  James  Craw- 
ford, Jabez  Hebblewhite.  J.  F.  Jackman, 
Erastus  Day  and  Amasa  Sutton.  The  first 
fair  of  the  society  was  held  on  the  Society's 
ground  on  the  first  week  in  October,  1873, 
and  the  society  has  held  an  annual  fair  since 
without  a  break,  the  last  one  being  held  the 
first  week  of  October,  1904. 

"The  Society  is  not  a  township  institution 
as  its  name  would  seem  to  imply,  but  is  open 
to  entries  and  membership  without  regard  to 
locality.  It  has  no  race  track,  and  never  has 
offered  or  paid  any  premiums  for  speed.  In 
fact,  it  was  organized  and  has  been  success- 
fully operated  as  a  purely  agricultural  fair 
without  horse  racing  or  any  games  of  chance 


ever  being  allowed  on  its  grounds,  and  al- 
ways has  maintained  the  liberal  admission  fee 
of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  person  each  day. 
The  beautiful  grounds  and  commodious  build- 
ings are  all  the  property  of  the  Society  in 
"fee  simple,"  and  all  its  promises  are  r*'- 
deemed  and  its  obligations  paid.  Presidents 
of  the  Society  have  been:  Charles  Andrews. 
John  McKay,  W.  D.  Pettibone,  George  A. 
Phillips,  J.  E.  Barringer,  Benjamin  F.  Proc- 
tor, Amos  Pinch,  D.  S.  Youngs,  James  David- 
son, 0.  D.  Pomroy,  Henry  Pratt.  Secretaries: 
J.  E.  Barringer,  George  P.  Adams,  H.  P,  Bar- 
ringer, A.  J.  Freeman  and  Orby  Hulett." 

The  first  school  house  in  Armada  townshi]) 
was  located  on  the  lands  of  Col.  Perry,  near 
Armada  Corners,  built  of  logs  put  up  by  a 
"bee"  and  covered  with  timber  donated  by 
Noah  Webster  {not  of  dictionary  fame).  The 
next  was  also  a  log  school  house  located  near 
the  house  of  Alfred  Goodell.  This  was  put 
up  in  1836  to  accommodate  the  school  which 
prior  to  that  time  had  been  held  in  Mr.  Good- 
ell's  barn  by  Miss  Harriett  Perkins.  About 
this  same  time,  a  school  was  erected  in  the 
village  with  slabs  standing  endwise  spiked 
to  a  frame  made  of  poles.  The  first  teacher  in 
this  was  a  Miss  Day  from  Massachusetts,  who 
evidently  was  discouraged  by  the  hardships 
and  disadvantages  of  the  pedagogic  profession 
in  Michigan  and  soon  returned  to  her  native 
state.  George  Lathrop  taught  in  this  school 
house  in  1838  or  1839,  and  was  followed  by 
Miss  Amelia  Bancroft  and  Joseph  Goodell 
Charles  A.  Lathrop  also  taught  here  at  a 
somewhat  later  period.  In  1843,  the  Rev.  S. 
E.  Benton  from  Vermont  established  a  pri- 
vate school  at  his  house  in  teaching  which  he 
was  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Gleason,  The  Rev. 
Eleazer  W.  True  also  opened  a  private  school 
in  a  building  erected  for  that  purpose  in  the 
southeasterly  part  of  the  village  which  was 
conducted  successfully  from  about  1848  to 
1853.  The  Rev.  Mr.  True  continued  to  live 
in  Armada  until  his  death  in  1874.  The  old 
school  house  in  the  village  soon  gave  way  to 
a  frame  building,  and  was  later  superseded  by 
a  brick  building  and  the  growing  demands  of 
the  schools  have  always  been  promptly  met 
by  the  inhabitants,  who  were  the  descendants 
of  that  class  of  Americans  who  have  ever 
appreciated  the  benefits  of  an  education.  The 
ten  school  districts  of  Armada  township  have 
property  estimated  worth  $7,700.00,  and  ex- 
pended during  the  year  of  1904-05,  $3,544.00 
in  teachers'  wages.  Eight  or  nine  months 
school  is  held  in  each  of  the  Districts.  The 
Directors  of  the  various  districts  for  the  past 
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year  have  been  as  follows:  E,  J.  Proctor,  H. 
E.  Curtis,  E.  A.  Hewett,  Frank  Millard,  A. 
H.  Stephens,  E.  F.  Phillips,  Daniel  0.  Pome- 
roy,  Peter  Chatron,  Ferdinand  Ebeling  and 
Adelbert  Lewis. 

A  History  of  Armada  without  further  men- 
tion of  Elijah  Burke  would  be  sadly  incom- 
plete. He  was  bom  in  Mexico,  New  York, 
June  13th,  1807,  and  removed  to  the  site  of  the 
present  Armada  village  in  1833.  His  brother, 
Norman  Burke,  had  preceded  him  nearly  two 
years.  He  was  married  in  December,  1829, 
to  Betsey  A.  Burdieb,  a  native  of  Cayuga 
County,  New  York.  Mr.  Burke  was  active  in 
all  that  would  forward  the  interest  of  a  new 
settlement ;  at  his  home  was  held  the  first  re- 
ligious services  in  the  neighborhood,  and  he 
was  ever  a  willing  helper  in  the  Sabbath 
School  and  temperance  movements,  and  in 
whatever  he  felt  would  redound  to  the  moral 
growth  of  the  community.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  and  sincere  affection  by  his  neigh- 
bors. He  died  at  his  home  in  Armada  in 
1848, 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  have  been 
Alfred  Goodell,  1833-35;  Minot  T.  Lane,  1836- 
39 ;  Solomon  Lathrop,  1840-43 ;  Norman  Per- 
ry, 1844-51;  Darius  Sessions,  1852-53;  Nor- 
man Perry,  1854-55;  Warren  Tibhetts,  1856- 
58 ;  Charles  Andrews,  1859-63 ;  Erastus  Day, 
1864-5;  George  E.  Burke,  1866;  Hiram  Bar- 
rows, 1867-8;  Gideon  Draper,  1869;  Charles 
Andrews,  1870-2 ;  Gideon  Draper,  1873 ;  Holly 
Goyer,  1874-79;  Charles  Andrews,  1880-91; 
Harvey  P,  Edwards,  1892-95 ;  Charles  H.  Cas- 
tle, 1896-1905. 

The  Clerlts  of  the  township  have  been: 
Leonard  Lee,  1834;  Chauneey  Bailey,  1835- 
36 ;  James  Flower,  1837 ;  TJrial  Day,  1838-39 ; 
Ira  Selleck,  1840;  Charles  W.  Chamberlain, 
1841;  James  McCracken,  1842;  Charles  W. 
Chamberlain,  1843;  James  McCracken,  1844- 
45 ;  Andrew  Ward,  1846-51 ;  George  Andrews, 
1852-53;  Andrew  Ward,  1854-55;  Winfield 
Wisner,  1856;  Charles  A.  Lathrop,  1857; 
Crawley  P.  Drake,  1858;  Winfield  Wisner, 
1859 ;  Nathan  Adams,  1860 ;  Michael  R.  Weir, 
1861;  Nathan  Adams,  1862-64;  Henry  C.  Al- 
drieh,  1865-66 ;  George  MeClusky,  1867 ;  Per- 
rin  C.  Goodell,  1868-70;  Charles  A.  Snover, 
1871;  James  E.  Vincent,  1872;  David  H.  Bar- 
rows, 1873-75;  Robert  B.  Vibbert,  1876; 
George  F.  Adams,  1877-82;  S.  B.  Shaw.  1883; 
D.  H.  Barrows,  1884-86 ;  Harvey  P,  Edwards, 
1887-91 ;  Edward  W.  Sutton,  1892-3 ;  Hiram 
J.  Barrows,  1894-95;  Edward  W-  Sutton, 
1896-1905. 

The  Treasurers  of  the  township  have  been : 


Asa  Palmer,  1834;  George  T.  Powell,  1835; 
J.  S.  Becraft,  1836 ;  Abner  Harrington,  1837- 
38;  Minot  T.  Lane,  1839;  Sanford  H.  Corbin, 
1840;  Joseph  C.  Donaldson,  1841;  Elijah 
Burke,  1842-44;  Samuel  Wizner,  1845-50; 
Perrin  C.  Goodell,  1851-52;  John  Johnson, 
1853;  David  T.  Pratt,  1854-57;  Thomas  M. 
Gould,  1858;  Benjamin  F.  Kellam.  1859; 
Daniel  D.  Dunham,  1859;  Dounce  D.  Dun- 
ham, I860:  Crowley  P.  Drake,  1861;  H.  H. 
Spencer.  1862 ;  Burton  W.  Seeley,  1863 ;  Beach 
G.  Whitney,  1864;  Burton  W.  Seeley,  1865- 
67;  Thomas  Proctor,  1868-9;  Michael  R. 
Weir,  1870-71;  George  F.  Adams,  1872-3; 
John  E.  L.  Barringer,  1874-5 :  David  H.  Bar- 
rows, 1876-7 ;  Elisha  D.  Lathrop,  1878-9 ;  Da- 
vid H,  Barrows.  1880-82;  H.  J.  Barrows, 
1883;  B.  C.  Preston,  1884-5;  Sabin  I.  Stump, 
1886-87:  Oratus  Hulett,  1888;  Bert  G, 
Preston,  1889 ;  Horace  P.  Barringer, 
1890 ;  Oscar  D.  Pomeroy,  1891-2 :  Carl- 
ton M,  Partch,  1893-4;  Charles  H.  Castle, 
1895;  Elton  P,  Cudworth,  1896-7:  Herman 
Tietz,  1898-99:  Pred  Hebblewhite,  1900-01; 
Charles  E.  Lathrop,  1902-03 ;  Hiram  J.  Bar- 
rows, 1904;  Harvey  P.  Edwards,  1905. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  per  cen- 
sus returns  has  been  as  follows : 

1837   1001 

1840   652 

1845   1069 

1850   1146 

1854   1415 

1860   1488 

1864   1316 

1870   1722 

1874   155:? 

1880   1793 

1884   1701 

1890   1770 

1894   1796 

1900   1933 

1904   1976 

The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  of 
the  township  as  equalized  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  been  as  follows: 

1842  $      59.617,00 

1846  62,000.00 

1851  67,508.00 

1856  380,193.00 

1861  386,405.00 

1866 400,329.00 

1871  430,290.00 

1876  445,000.00 

1881  1,122,000.00 

1886  1.040,000.00 

1891  1,035,000.00 
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1896    9(50,000.00 

1901    1,130,000.00 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

THE  TOWNSHIP  OP  RAY. 

This  township  was  named,  it  is  recorded,  by 
Noah  Webster,  one  of  its  earliest  settlers, 
after  the  Latin  name  of  a  river  in  Europe, 
Rhea.  The  Latin  spelling  was  evidently  early 
abandoned,  since  we  find  it  Ray  in  the  act  of 
1827  establishing  the  township  and  directing 
the  first  town  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  house 
of  Noah  Webster,  the  alleged  christener  of 
the  new  township.  This  meeting  was  held 
May  28th,  1827,  and  at  it  Reuben  B.  Smith 
was  called  to  preside  and  Edmund  Steward 
was  made  elerk  of  the  meeting.  The  result 
of  the  election  that  followed  showed  Smith 
elected  Supervisor  and  Steward  Clerk.  The 
other  officers  elected  at  this  time  were: 
Chauneey  Bailey,  William  Stephens  and  John 
Proctor,  Assessors;  Norman  Perry,  Job  How- 
ell, and  Nathaniel  Thomson,  Commissioners; 
Moses  Freeman,  Constable  and  Collector;  Jo- 
seph Chubb,  Sr.,  William  Hall  and  Josiah 
Hamblin,  Overseers  of  the  Poor ;  Joseph 
Chubb  and  Chauneey  Bailey,  fence  viewers; 
Job  Howell  and  Joseph  Chubb,  path  masters. 

The  government  survey  of  this  township 
was  made  in  Febi-uary,  1817,  by  William  Pres- 
ton, Deputy  United  States  Surveyor,  and  the 
impressions  of  the  surveyor  of  the  town  and 
also  an  account  of  the  first  land-btiyers  has 
been  collated  by  George  H.  Cannon,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Its  surface  was  level  and  densely  timbered, 
no  lakes  or  hills  were  found  and  no  marshes 
or  waste  land;  many  small  streams  flowing 
southward  gave  a  plentiful  supply  of  water, 
and  everj'thing  would  appear  to  make  it  de- 
sirable for  settlement  except  its  heavy  growth 
of  forest  trees  which  abounded  everywhere 
in  stately  trunks  of  tall  and  thick  growth. 
These  may  well  have  appalled  the  stoutest 
heart  and  most  resolute  to  conquer.  We  will 
copy  from  the  field  book  of  the  surveyor  his 
notes  of  a  few  section  lines  taken  at  random 
at  various  portions  of  the  township.  In  go- 
ing north  from  the  corner  of  sections  31  and 
32  on  the  south  boundary  at  40  chains  he  set 
a  post  for  quarter  section  comer,  his  witness 
trees  were  a  sugar  maple  12  inches  in  diam- 
eter and  a  white  oak  30  inches.  At  46  chains 
he  came  to  a  marsh  which  was  16  rods  wide, 
at  66  chains  and  50  links  he  marked  a  maple 
for  a  witness  tree,  which  was  30  inches  in 
diameter  and  at  80  chains  he  established  thf 


corner  for  sections  29,  30,  31  and  32.  This 
corner  is  now  the  center  of  the  village  of 
Davis.  Of  the  land  on  this  mUe,  he  says: 
Land  good  second  rate,  timber,  white  oak,  ash, 
elm,  lynn,  sugar  and  beech,  with  under- 
growth of  spice,  prickly  ash,  ironwood  and 
beech.  In  running  west  from  this  corner  at 
58.46  chains,  he  marked  a  white  oak  tree 
three  feet  in  diameter  for  a  line  tree,  and  at 
63.70  chains  he  passed  a  run  8  links  wide 
running  south  and  at  70.20  chains  he  came 
to  the  west  boundary  95  links  south  of  the 
corner.  The  soil  on  this  mile  he  calls  good 
second  rate,  with  timber  same  as  before.  We 
turn  now  more  to  the  interior  of  the  town  and 
go  north  between  sections  22  and  23,  and  at 
80  chains  he  set  a  post  in  a  willow  marsh, 
where  was  a  run  3  links  wide,  course  east,  for 
the  corner  of  sections  14,  15,  22  and  23.  He 
calls  this  land  good  second  rate,  with  timber 
of  oak,  beech,  sugar  and  elm,  undergrowth 
of  prickly  ash  and  beech.  We  will  now  go 
east  between  sections  15  and  22.  At  29.10 
chains  he  found  a  creek  which  wis  b6  luits 
wide,  course  south  at  *^0  ebams  he  mtersect 
ed  the  east  boundaiy  of  the  section  52  links 
south  of  the  corner  This  land  he  calls  ■\eij 
good  second  rate  with  sugar  tree  ash  beech 
lynn  and  elm  timber  undergiowth  of  sugai 
beech  and  spice.  North  on  Ime  between  sec- 
tions 5  and  6  at  10  chains  a  run,  3  links  wide, 
course  east  at  24  chains  a  creek  50  links  wide 
running  cast,  alongside  same,  at  32.50  chains, 
the  same  course  northeast  at  85.57  intersect- 
ed the  north  boundary  of  the  to-svn  6  links 
from  the  comer  on  same.  Land  good  second 
rate,  timber,  beech,  sugar,  ash,  white  oak  and 
lynn,  undergrowth  beech,  ironwood,  plum  and 
hawthorn.  This  was  the  last  mile  run  in 
the  township  by  the  method  then  in  vogue  in 
subdividing  a  town,  and  the  date  given  was 
February  17th,  1817.  The  area  of  the  town- 
ship was  found  to  be  22,763  acres  and  costing 
the  government  much  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  for  its  survey.  On  its  surface  a  thick 
growth  of  timber  everywhere  abounded. 
growing  rank  and  tall  on  a  elay,  loamy  soil, 
very  rich,  it  was  all  of  the  deciduous  variety 
and  not  in  all  its  borders  were  found  any  of 
the  conifer  species.  Beech,  hard  and  soft 
maple,  oak,  lynn,  black  and  white  ash,  with 
much  elm  interspersed,  were  the  main  varie- 
ties of  timber  prevalent.  The  land  was  in 
due  time  offered  for  sale  by  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  land 
office  for  this  district  being  located  at  Detroit. 
The  first  parcel  of  land  sold  in  the  township 
was  conveyed  to  Reuben  R.  Smith,  who  gave 
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his  rcHideiiee  in  Macomb  county,  his  selection 
being  the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter 
iif  section  6,  January  7th,  1824.  Only  three 
others  selected  and  bought  land  in  that  year 
— Joseph  Chubb,  October  14th ;  Nathaniel 
Tliompson,  October  18th  and  Josiah  Lee,  No- 
vi'mber  3d,  In  1825  sixteen  persons  made 
their  selections  of  land,  nine  in  1826,  ten  in 
1827,  five  in  1828,  one  in  1829  and  fourteen 
in  1830.  From  this  date  on  the  buyers  were 
frequent,  many  taking  up  land  in  1831,  the 
rush  being  in  1835-6  and  7.  The  last  parcels 
of  land  sold  by  the  government  in  the  town 
were  taken  by  Green  Fieemaii  m  section  25, 
and  by  Henry  B.  Mi/nei  m  section  13  on 
February  13th,  1853  It  will  be  seen  that  in 
less  than  thirty  years  all  of  the  government 
land  in  this  township  had  passed  into  the 
hands  of  private  parties  The  buyers  were 
mostly  young  men  and  their  holdings  were 
acquired  for  the  purpose  of  building  up 
homes,  but  very  few,  it  an^  of  the  selections, 
were  held  for  8peeulati\<.  purposes,  and  were 
generally  in  small  parcels  of  forty  or  eighty 
acre  tracts.  The  largest  land  buyer  was  Jo- 
seph Chubb,  who  bought  640  acres,  section  22 
entire,  James  Thompson  bought  560  acres, 
Nathaniel  Thompson  480,  Andrew  Sotherland, 
John  Inman,  Jr,,  Joseph  Durfee,  Jr,,  each 
400  acres ;  Joel  Thompson  and  Noah  Webster 
320  acres  each,  Ben.iamin  N,  Freeman,  Hiram 
H.  LiUibridge,  William  Gass  and  Lewis  Davis 
240  acres  each ;  while  eleven  bought  160  acres 
each,  a  large  number  buying  80  and  40  acre 
tracts.  Several  women  evidenced  their  faith 
in  the  future  prosperity  of  the  town  by  ac- 
quiring title  to  a  considerable  portion  of  its 
real  estate.  Clarissa  Bump  bought  in  section 
1,  Lois  S.  Holman  in  section  4,  Lydia  Garvin 
in  sections  14  and  21,  Naomi  Southerland  and 
Huldah  Hall  bought  in  section  25,  Ahnira 
Tuttle  in  section  26,  Polly  Owens  in  section 
27,  Irene  Bates  in  section  30,  Mai^aret  Mc- 
Gregor in  section  32,  Lydia  Stone  in  section 
33,  Elizabeth  Jones  and  Susannah  Roberts 
bought  in  section  35.  The  majority  of  the 
settlers  came  from  central  New  York  and 
from  the  eoiuities  of  Genesee,  Ontario,  Yates, 
Monroe,  Greene,  Seneca,  Livingston  and  Ni- 
agara. One  hailed  from  New  Hampshire  and 
one  gave  his  residence  as  state  of  Virginia. 
Two  came  from  Washington  county,  Rhode 
Lsland.  One  from  New  York  eity  and  one 
from  Upper  Canada.  As  a  matter  of  interest 
it  will  be  of  value  to  note  the  names  and  year 
in  which  the  first  owners  secured  their  title 
to  the  lantfe  in  this  township.  Section  1  was 
taken  by  Stillman  Goff  in  1827,  John  Perry  in 


1831,  Silas  Nye  and  Maxwell  Bray  in  1833, 
Clarissa  Bump  and  William  Pratt  in  1835, 
Nelson  Perry  in  1836,  Richard  Case  in  1837, 
and  Benjamin  C,  McArthur  in  1839.  Section 
2  was  secured  by  Sanford  Wood  in  1827, 
William  Giddings  in  1830,  N.  M.  Mitlspaugh 
and  Miriam  Titus  in  1831  and  1834,  Andrew 
Southerland  in  1832,  William  G.  Hathaway  in 

1835.  Section  3  was  patented  to  William  R. 
Hicks,  Lewis  S.  Holmes  and  Moses  R.  Smith 
in  1831,  Charles  Marble,  Jr.,  in  1833,  Cyrus 
Hewitt  in  1834,  Daniel  Hewitt  and  John  Mc- 
Kinster  in  1835.  Section  4  was  bought  by 
Seamans  Filmore  and  Arnold  Lanfier  in  1830, 
Lois  S.  Holman  and  Benjamin  L,  Perkins  in 

1831,  Benjamin  Proctor,  John  M.  Crawford 
and  Seamans  Filmore  in  1832.  Section  5 
was  taken  by  Benjamin  N,  Freeman  in  1826, 
Isaac  Thompson  in  1827,  Benjamin  and 
Aaron  Howard  in  1830,  Horace  Dowd  and 
Noah  Webster  in  1831.  Section  6  was  bought 
b.v  Reuben  R,  Smith  in  1824.  Benjamin  N. 
Freeman,  Reuben  Smith,  Noah  Webster,  Ed- 
mund Stuart  and  Daniel  Evans  in  1825,  An- 
son Rowley  in  1827  and  John  Proctor  in  1829, 
Section  7  was  taken  by  Rufus  Hall  in  1826, 
Simon  King  in  1827,  Benjamin  Proctor  in 
1828,  Noah  Webster  in  1830.  Anson  Bristol, 
Anson  Rowle.y  and  Isaac  Stone  in  1831,  Sec- 
tion 8  went  to  Nathaniel  Thompson  in  1824, 
Charles  Eedway  and  William  Hall  in  1825, 
William  H.  Baker  in  1826,  Carpus  Redway 
and  Benjamin  Proctor  in  1828,  and  to 
James  Thompson  in  1830.  Section  9 
was  selected  by  Nathaniel  Thompson  in 
1824,  William  Hall  in  1825.  John  M,  Craw- 
ford in  1830,  Jeremiah  Jewel.  Andrew 
and  David  Southerland  in  1831,  Section 
10  was  patented  to  Andrew  Southerland 
in  1831,  David  B,  Bennett  and  Stephen  Smith 
in  1834,  Daniel  Hewitt,  Franklin  Moore,  Joel 
Thompson  and  D,  S,  Perry  in  1835,  and  to 
Hiram  King  in  1838.  Section  11  went  to- 
Alexander  Southerland  in  1826,  Andrew 
Southerland  in  1831,  Elisha  Corby  in  1832, 
Abner  W.  Benton  and  James  Steward  in  1835 
and  to  Joel  Thompson  and  James  Steward, 

1836.  Section  12  was  sold  to  Alexander 
Southerland   in   1825,   William   Giddings   in 

1832,  Thomas  F.  Dryer  and  William  Gid- 
din^  in  1836,  William  M,  Vallet  in  1837,  and 
to  Richard  Case  in  1844.  Section  13  was 
bought  by  Nehemiah  Cole  in  1832,  Joseph  M. 
Caldwell  and  Newell  S.  Cole  in  1833,  Joseph 
M,  Caldwell  in  1834,  Carleton  N.  Brown  in 
1835-6,  Azariah  Prentis  in  1836.  Seyman 
Young  and  Orlando  B.  Skibs  in  1837,  and  to 
Henry  R.  Mizner  in  1853.     Section  14  went 
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to  James  Colwell  in  1832,  Simon  Perry,  Ly- 
dia  Garvin,  Abner  W.  Benton  and  Nehemiali 
L.  Cole  in  1835,  and  to  William  M.  Milley  and 
Orasmus  Lathrop  in  1836.  Section  15  was 
taken  by  Josiah  Lee  in  1824,  Joshua  Price  in 
1827,  James  Thompson  and  Samuel  Butter- 
field  in  1832  and  1835.  Section  16  waa  bought 
of  the  state  by  A.  Freeman  in  1839,  S.  Stone, 
A.  MiUer,  M.  T.  Howell,  F.  Hiff  in  1842,  P. 
Miller  and  D.  and  Josiah  Lee  in  1842  and  N. 
Gray,  Jr.,  in  1845.  Section  17  was  bought 
by  Nathaniel  Thompson  and  Elijah  Stone  in 
1826,  Deunison  R.  Rose  in  1827,  James 
Thompson  in  1828  and  1831,  and  Heman  Nye 
in  1831.  Section  18  was  sold  to  John  R,  Per- 
ry and  John  D.  Smith  in  1830,  Thomas  Mitch- 
ell, John  Dicken,  Valentine  Ijamb,  Milton  H. 
Webster  and  John  luman,  Jr.,  in  1831,  and 
to  Anson  Bristol  in  1832.  Section  19  was 
obtained  by  Silas  ilayden  and  Abraham  T. 
Powell  in  1825,  Mayor  Webster  in  1826,  John 
Ferguson,  James  Collins,  John  Inman,  Jr., 
Bissell  Robinson  and  Philander  Miller  in 
1831.  Section  20  was  sold  to  Zelotus  Stone 
in  1826.  William  M.  Milley.  John  Inman,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Miller  and  Heman  Nye  in  1831. 
Section  21,  Isaac  Monford  bought  in  1827, 
Edward  Arnold  in  1831,  Nathaniel  Garvin 
and  Henry  ilorris  in  1832,  Simon  Stone, 
Theophilus  Stone  and  Samuel  Inman  in 
1833,  Lydia  Garvin  in  1835  and  Theophilus 
Stone  in  1836.  Joseph  Chubb  bought  entire 
section  22  in  182^5.  Section  23  was  sold  in 
1835  to  William  J.  Loucks,  Martin  Priestly, 
Lyman  Wheeler,  Joel  Thompson,  Wilson  W. 
Miller :  in  1836  Ira  S.  Perry,  U.  C.  Smith  and 
Elisha  B.  Strong.  Section  24  was  taken  by 
Rous  Card  and  John  MiUer  in  1835,  Azariah 
Prentis,  Dennis  Turner,  Daniel  Lee,  Samuel 
Meek  and  Jonathan  T.  Flint  in  1836;  B.  C. 
Southerland  in  1851  and  William  Armstrong 
in  1852.  Section  25  was  sold  to  Huldah  Hall, 
David  B.  Tuthill  and  Charles  Wykoff,  Norton 
Wykoff  in  1835 ;  Richard  Breed,  Hiram  Rob- 
erts, Walden  King  and  Royal  W.  Jenney  in 
1836;  Naomi  Southerland  in  1852  and  to 
Green  Freeman  in  1853,  Section  26  was  pat- 
ented to  William  H.  Drake,  William  McCurdy 
and  James  Jones  in  1837;  Steward  Taylor, 
Ovid  Allen,  John  P.  Seaman,  Urban  C.  Smith, 
William  Tuttle,  Simon  W.  Newberry,  Harvey 
S.  Hig^ins,  Josiah  Parks  and  Almira  Tuttle 
in  1836,  and  to  William  Richards  in  1845. 
Section  27  was  conveyed  to  John  Matthews, 
William  Stevens  and  Samuel  Everets  in  1825 ; 
Robert  Warner  in  1832,  Urban  C.  Smith, 
Thomans  G,  Omans  in  1835,  to  William  M. 
Milley,  Polly  Omans  and  Lewis  Curtis  in  1836. 


Section  28  was  secured  by  Henry  Morris  in 
1831,  WiUiam  Gass  in  1832,  and  to  Jacob 
Shermerhom  and  William  Gass  in  1833;  to 
Marvin  Stone  in  1835,  and  to  Edwin  Jerome 
in  1836.  Section  29  was  sold  to  John  Inman, 
Jr.,  in  1831,  John  Gass,  Jr.,  in  1832,  William 
Gass,  John  J.  Steel,  Thomas  Payne  and  Will- 
iam Gass  in  1833.  Section  30  was  bought  by 
Eli  H.  Webster  in  1826,  Isaac  Milley  and  Ed- 
ward Arnold  in  1830,  Daniel  WUber  in  1831, 
and  Irene  Bates  in  1832.  Section  31  was 
taken  by  Lewis  Davis  in  1830,  Norman  Row- 
ley, Levi  Hoard  and  Austin  Rowley  in  1833, 
Alden  Fenneer  and  Edwin  Arnold  in  1834. 
Section  32  was  sold  to  Joseph  Durfee,  Jr.,  in 
1827-8-30.  Margaret  McGrefior  in  1832, 
Lewis  Davis  in  1834-51.  Section  33  was 
patented  to  Nicholas  Johnson  and  Jacob  E. 
Shermerhom  in  1833,  Samuel  Hoxie,  Joseph 
Durfee,  Joseph  Durfee,  Jr.,  and  Lydia  Stone 
in  1835,  Daniel  McGregor  and  WUliam  Lyons 
in  1836.  Section  34  was  sold  to  William 
Warner  in  1833,  John  F.  Seaman,  Hezekiah 
DeGraff,  Hyman  H.  Lillibridge  and  Newell 
Durfee  in  1835,  and  to  Elijah  Anderson  in 
1836.  Section  35  was  enteml  by  Nelson  R. 
Holdridge  in  1831,  Russell  Roberts,  Austin 
Holdridge,  Beverly  Robinson,  Henry  Polkin- 
hone  and  William  Warner  in  1835,  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Jacob  Seamans,  Susannah  Roberts  and 
Wm.  Warner  in  1836,  and  to  Benj.  B.  Ker- 
eheval  in  1837.  Section  36  was  bought  by 
Jacob  A.  Crawford,  Davis  Crawford,  Nelson 
R.  Holdridge  and  Ira  Crawford  in  1831, 
Stephen  C.  Crawford  in  1834,  David  B.  Tut- 
tle, Stephen,  Daniel  C,  Enoch  and  Jacob  A. 
Crawford  in  1835. 

Certainly  our  worthy  President  of  today 
would  not  have  been  uneasy  about  race  suicide 
had  he  contemplated  the  families  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Bay.  The  town  was  fortunate  in 
the  large  number  of  its  land  buyers  who  be- 
came its  residents,  and  also  in  the  sturdy, 
vigorous  stock  from  which  they  came.  The 
heavy  task  of  clearing  off  the  heavy  timber 
and  making  homes  and  fertile  farms  was  un- 
dertaken with  right  good  wiU  and  carried 
through  to  a  most  successful  issue.  Among 
the  largest  families  among  these  early  settlers 
was  that  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Davis, 
who  settled  near,  and  after  whom  was  named 
Davis.  His  nine  sons  have  honored  his  name 
and  scattered  it  through  the  county  and  else- 
where. It  would  be  interesting  to  be  able  to 
give  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  family 
such  as  can  be  given  of  another  of  Ray's  old 
families. 
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THE  GASS  FAMILY, 

who  have  long  pursued  the  admirable  prac- 
tice of  holding  animal  family  reunions.  As 
many  as  forty  years  ago  at  least  began  the 
i^nstom  of  the  children  of  John  Gass  to  meet 
annually  at  the  old  hotel  at  Davis,  and  there 
revive  the  memory  of  their  childhood  days 
and  friends.  As  time  went  on  the  gatherings 
widened  until  at  their  meeting  now  all  as 
expected,  and  few  others  allowed,  can  boast 
of  having  in  their  veins  the  blood  of  John 
(Jass,  or  who  have  married  into  the  Gass 
family.  In  1902,  three  hundred  and  ten  per- 
sons gathered  at  the  reunion  and  not  to  exceed 
five  of  them  were  "outsiders."  The  meetings 
have  always  been  held  in  Ray  with  one  excep- 
tion. 

A  formal  organization  has  been  perfected 
the  better  to  secure  the  attendance  of  all. 
iind  the  last  Wednesday  in  August  is  set  for 
the  annual  round-up  of  the  family.  At  pres- 
ent Watson  W.  Lyons  is  the  President,  An- 
drew J.  Gass,  the  Vice-President,  and  Bast 
Gass,  the  Secretary  of  the  association.  Up 
until  1902  there  had  always  been  present  at 
leiist  one  of  the  sons  of  the  founder  of  the 
family,  but  death  has  chosen  his  victims  since 
and  in  1904,  not  one  of  the  first  generation, 
either  sons,  daughters  or  their  spouses,  were 
left  to  gather  with  the  children,  grandchil- 
dren and  great-grandchildren.  As  nearly  all 
of  these  have  been  residents  of  Ray  part  of 
theii'  lives  at  least  the  families  of  the  children 
of  Jobii  Gass  are  here  detailed:  John  Gass, 
the  fatlier,  was  bom  in  1776,  and  eame  to 
Ray  in  July,  1837,  from  Greene  County.  New 
Yorl(,  and  located  in  section  30.  Here  he 
died  December  17th,  1864.  His  children  num- 
liered  fourteen,  all  of  whom  except  one  lived 
to  maturity  and  came  to  llacomb  county,  and 
usually  married  there  and  founded  homes 
her<>  after  marriage.  Duncan,  the  oldest  son, 
}]i;irri('d  Hannah  Goodsell,  sister  of  Dr.  Good- 
sell  of  Chesterfield;  Lydia,  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter, married  Asel  Whitcomb  and  became  the 
ancestor  of  the  large  Whitcomb  family  of 
Eay.  The  names  of  the  other  children  and 
their  mates  will  recall  to  those  familiar  with 
Ray  names,  nmny  of  its  prominent  residents. 
Jemima  married  John  Dicken  of  Ray  (father 
of  William  Dicken,  once  County  Clerk),  Will- 
iam. Phidelia  Chapman ;  John,  Margaret  Stitt, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Stitt,  who  eame  to  Wash- 
ington, this  county,  in  1825;  Jane  married 
John  Inman;  Eleanor.  Bissell  Robinson;  and 
George,  Rachel  Johnston.  Nelson  married  the 
sister  of  Squire  Wm,  M.  Willey,  another  head 
of  one  of  Ray's  large  families.     Three  of  tbe 


daughters  evidently  had  similar  tastes,  for 
they  each  found  in  a  Lyons  her  affinity,  the 
three  married  three  brothers.  Eliza  married 
William  Lyons  and  became  the  mother  of 
Watson  W.  Lyons,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bartlett  of 
Romeo  and  Rebecca  Wiers  of  Davis;  Harriet 
selected  Elias  Lyons,  the  father  of  Wilson, 
Munson  and  Lawson  Lyons;  while  Clarissa 
chose  Sanford  Lyons.  James,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  married  Valoria,  daughter  of 
Orsel  Dudley  of.  Washington. 

The  many  small  rapid  running  streams  in 
the  town  afforded  inviting  water-power  for 
saw  and  grist  mills,  and  the  earlier  days  saw 
several  very  successful  mills.  Probably  the 
oldest  grist  mill  was  the  Gray  mill  in  section 
six,  where  Dr.  Neil  Gray  started  and  long 
ran  a  most  successful  mill,  starting  at  an 
early  day.  In  the  days  of  the  old  plank  roads 
this  was  a  shipping  point  for  flour  into  which 
large  amount  of  the  wheat  of  the  surrounding 
country  had  gone.  Dr.  Gray  was  one  of  the 
firm  of  Gray  Bros.,  who  also  so  successfully 
operated  mills  in  Washington,  Bruce  and  also 
in  Oakland  county.  Later  the  mill  was  run 
only  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  buckwheat 
flour.  Since  about  1890  it  has  not  been  run. 
Another  old  mill  was  the  Proctor  mill  in  the 
extreme  northwest  comer  of  the  town. 

Another  mill,  started  in  early  days,  which 
has  not  merely  held  its  own,  but  has  led  the 
way  in  improvements  and  progress,  is  the  mill 
now  owned  and  operated  by  Fred  B.  Wolcott 
on  section  16.  This  was  bnilt  by  Freeman, 
and  has  been  operated,  among  othera,  by  John 
Smith,  Norman  Crawford,  and  Prank  Bitter, 
between  its  start  and  its  becoming  the  prop- 
erty of  the  present  owner.  It  is  now  fitted 
with  the  most  improved  machinery  for  mak- 
ing the  best  flour  and  is  in  every  way  an  up- 
to-date  flouring  mill  and  does  a  business  in 
quantity  and  quality  that  justifies  the  judg- 
ment of  its  owner. 

Among  the  saw  mills  were  the  one  built 
and  long  run  by  Robert  Warner  and  Heze- 
kiah  DeGroff,  two  and  a  half  miles  east  from 
Davis;  the  Plank  Road  Jlill  at  Davis  was 
for  a  long  time  operated  almost  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  the  plank  for  the  Mt. 
Clemens  and  Romeo  Plank  Road;  and  the 
Shafer  Mill  at  Ray  Center. 

Among  the  other  localities  in  the  town  that 
have  borne  special  names  and  played  their 
parts  in  the  life  of  the  people  there  are  Sel- 
leek's  comers  on  the  north  town  line,  a  mile 
east  of  the  northwest  comer  of  the  town. 
where  Uncle  John  Selleck  kept  his  popular 
tavern;  Dicken 's  Corners  at  tbe  junction  of 
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the  two  Plank  Koads  that  traversed  the  town ; 
Ray  Center,  where  another  of  tlie  famous  tav- 
erns flourished  in  stage  eoach  days,  and  with 
the  passing  of  the  cause  of  their  being,  have 
fallen  to  less  interesting  uses,  or  to  utter  da- 
use;  Ray  Exchange,  a  mile  further  east,  the 
site  of  another  of  those  hotels,  and  Davis. 

This  last  named  place  was  for  a  long  time 
called  Brooklyn,  a  name  selected  because  the 
people  found  it  diffleult  to  ehocee  between 
the  names  of  the  two  prominent  settlers  of  the 
neighborhood,  John  Gass  and  Jonathan  E, 
Davis.  When  a  postoffice  came  to  be  estab- 
lished there  the  former  name  had  to  be  aban- 
doned to  escape  duplicating  the  postoffice 
name.  Here  was  located  the  plank  road  mill 
and  around  that  and  the  general  store  that 
has  been  located  there  for  many  years  has 
grown  up  a  little  village.  Here  are  now  lo- 
cated the  general  store  of  Giddings,  Wright 
&  Co.,  which  carries  a  stock  probably  not  sur- 
passed in  size  by  any  in  the  county,  the  furni- 
ture stock  of  S.  M.  Whitcomb,  the  hardware 
store  of  Melnnis,  a  shoe  and  harness  shop, 
a  saw  and  feed  mill  of  East  ftass,  and  a  tile 
yard,  besides  several  dwellings  and  a  church 
edifice  (Methodist),  where  the  Rev.  Wm,  B. 
Weaver  holds  service. 

The  first  church  building  in  Ray  was  built 
in  1839  for  the  Close  Communion  Baptist  So- 
ciety. Their  first  settled  minister  was  Will- 
iam Tnttle,  and  among  its  first  members  were 
Andrew  Southerland,  Bussell  Roberts,  Hiram 
Roberts  and  Josiah  Parte.  The  Baptist 
church  proper  was  organized  in  1837.  The 
first  Congregational  church  in  Ray  was  or- 
ganized February  13th.  1838,  by  the  Rev. 
Philander  Baber  of  Romeo,  at  a  meeting  held 
at  the  house  of  David  Stone,  its  elected  Clerk. 
The  members  who  joined  at  that  time  were 
David  Stone  and  wife,  William  Stone,  Theo- 
phUus  Stone,  Zelottes  Stone,  Orrilla  Welton, 
Orsamus  Lathix)ii  and  wife,  Thomas  E.  Dry- 
er and  Carlos  W.  Brown. 

The  first  adult  white  person  Iniown  to  have 
been  buried  in  Ray  was  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Chubb,  on  January  9th,  1827.  Edgar  Free- 
man was  the  first  male  child,  and  Ducinda 
Chnbb  the  first  female  child  bom  of  white 
parents.  The  first  school  house  erected  in  Ray 
was  a  log  one  in  1834,  near  the  spot  now 
known  as  Ray  Center.  Prom  this  humble 
origin  the  schools  of  Ray  have  grown  until  in 
1904  in  the  eight  districts,  $3,436.16  was  ex- 
pended in  the  cause  of  education,  $2,176.25 
of  it  being  for  teachers'  wages.  Out  of  the 
332  included  in  the  school  census,  232  wore 
enrolled  during  1904  and  attended  at  least 


part  of  the  eight  or  nine  months'  school  held 
in  each  district.  The  houses  are,  as  a  rule, 
in  excellent  condition  and  the  support  given 
the  schools  bear  witness  to  the  devotion  of 
its  inhabitants  to  the  cause  of  education,  the 
estimated  value  of  school  property  being 
$5,600.00. 

The  population  of  the  township  as  appears 
by  each  state  and  national  census  taken  is  as 
follows : 

1837 786 

1840 805 

1845 1.166 

1850 1,232 

1854 1.355 

1860 1,544 

1864 1,490 

1870 1,556 

1874 1,495 

1880 1,538 

1884 1,453 

1890 1.404 

1894 1,412 

1900 1,363 

1904 1,307 

As  something  of  a  guide  to  the  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  property  of  Bay,  a  table  of 
the  assessed  valuations  as  equalized  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  for  the 
various  years  is  given  below: 

1842   $  59,856.00 

"    ■    58,507.00 

1851   63,353.00 

1856    391,781.00 

359,930.00 

366,700.00 

871    388,440.00 

380,000.00 

894,000.00 

790,000.00 

810,000.00 

785,000.00 

1901    850,000.00 

The  Supervisors  of  the  township  with  their 
times  of  service  have  been :  Reuben  R. 
Smith,  1827-38 ;  County  Commissioners,  1838- 
43;  Charles  Marble,  1839-40;  Josiah  Lee, 
1840;  Alexander  Tackles,  1842-43;  Neil  Gray, 
1843-44;  Jacob  A.  Crawford,  1844-45;  Reu- 
ben R.  Smith,  1845-46;  Jacob  A.  Crawford, 
1846-48;  John  M.  Crawford,  1848-49;  Jona- 
than E.  Davis,  1849-50;  John  M.  Crawford, 
1850-51;  Charles  Marble,  1851-52;  John  M. 
Crawford,  1852-54;  Joel  Thompson,  1854-55; 
Hiram  Barrows,  1855-56 ;  Joel  Thompson, 
1856-58 ;  Deliverance  S.  Priest,  1858-59 ;  Elias 
W.  Lyons,  1859-60;  Joel  Thompson,  1860-61; 
Deliverance    S,    Priest,    1861-62;    John    M. 
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Crawford,  1862-63;  Deliverance  S.  Pri^t, 
1863-70;  Ezra  Nye,  1870-81;  Watson  W.  Ly- 
ons, 1881-83;  Allen  Hazelton,  1883-4;  D.  S. 
Priest,  1884-86;  Milo  W.  Davis,  1886-91;  Al- 
bert McGregor,  1891-93 ;  M.  W.  Davis,  1893- 
95 ;  A.  N.  McGregor,  1895-96 ;  Geo.  W.  Downs, 
1896-1903 ;  Chester  Clinbb,  1903-05. 

The  Clerks  for  the  same  time  were:  Ed- 
(iiuna  Steward,  1827-29 ;  Noah  "Webster,  1830- 
-S5;  Duncan  Gass,  1836;  David  Stone,  1837- 
39;  W.  M.  Willey,  1840;  Josiah  T.  Robinson, 
1841 ;  W.  JT.  Willey,  1842 ;  David  Stone,  1843 ; 
Gran  Freeman.  1844-45;  Joseph  Sutherland, 
1846;  William  M,  Lee,  1847-48;  Joel  Thomp- 
son, 1849-51;  Daniel  F.  Lake,  1852^53;  Will- 
iam M.  Lee,  1854;  Joseph  Chubb,  1855;  John 
Tewksbury,  1856;  Oran  Freeman,  1857-58; 
Joel  Thompson,  1859 ;  John  W.  GoodeU,  1860 ; 
Ezra  Nye,  1861-64 ;  Wesley  W.  Willey,  1865- 
66;  Ezra  Nye,  1867-70;  Norman  Crawford, 
1871;  William  L.  Dicken,  1872;  Norman 
Crawford,  1873;  William  L.  Dicken,  1874^76; 
Norman  Crawford,  1877-78;  Milo  W.  Davis, 
1879-86;  0.  N.  Devereaux,  1886-7;  W.  F. 
Switzer,  1887-88;   Geo.  W.  Downs,   1888-90; 

A.  G.  Bottomley,  1890-91 ;  P.  L.  Chubb,  1891- 
92 ;  Geo.  W.  Downs,  1892-96 ;  T.  R.  Andrews. 
1896-98;  Wm.  S.  DeWitt,  1898-99;  Chester 
Chubb,  1899-03;  Dayton  Mclnnis,  1903-05. 

The  Treasurers  for  the  same  time  were; 
Moses  Freeman,  1827;  Norman  Perry,  1828- 
9 ;  Carpus  Redway,  1830 ;  William  Hall,  1831 ; 
Apollos  A.  Puller,  1832 ;  Norman  Perry,  1833 ; 
Eli  H.  Webster,  1834-36;  Elijah  Stone.  1837- 
38:  Wilson  W.  Miller,  1839-40;  Benjamin 
Miller,  1841 ;  David  Sutherland,  1842 ;  Joseph 
Sutherland,  1843;  Elijah  Stone,  1844;  Orsa- 
mus  Lathrop,  1845-46 ;  Elias  W.  Lyons,  1847- 
48;  James  H.  Sutton,  1849;  Thomas  G. 
Omans,  1850;  James  Gass,  1851 ;  Robert  Suth- 
erland, 1852-53 :  John  Goodell,  1854 ;  John  E. 
Bntterfleld,  1855 ;  Nelson  Gass,  1856 ;  Charles 
Fillmore,  1857 ;  Elias  Stone,  1858 ;  Elias  L. 
Stone,  1859 ;  William  L.  Dicken,  1860 ;  Elias 
L.  Stone,  1861;  Wm.  D.  Thomi^on,  1862; 
:\ryron  Thompson,  1863-64:  Wesley  W.  Wil- 
ley, 1865:  Nelson  Gass,  1866:  R.  M.  Stitt, 
1867-68:  George  W.  Garvin,  1869-70;  Russell 

B.  Bratton,  1871-72 ;  Daniel  T.  Chubb,  1873- 
74;  Orrin  J.  Gass,  1875:  Volney  N.  Arnold, 
1876-77;  Eugene  W.  Miller,  1878;  Myron 
Thompson,  1879 ;  Eugene  W.  Miller,  1880-81 ; 
William  H.  Freeman,  1887-88;  Czar  D. 
Thompson,  1888-90;  E.  N.  Miller,  1890-91; 
Albert  Sehnover,  1891-93 :  Archie  M.  Chubb, 
1893-95;  J.  W.  Davis,  1895-97;  David  Cud- 
worth,  1897-99 ;  Alex  IMcInnis,  1899-01 ;  Czar 


D.  Thompson,  1901-03 ;  John  KlopstocJi,  1903- 
04 ;  lloi-ace  Newberry,  1904-05. 

An  institution  which  since  its  home  is  now 
located  in  Ray,  properly  belongs  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  township,  is  the  Macomb  Lodge 
No.  64  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Ray 
alone,  however,  has  not  exclusive  claim  to  this 
lodge  since  it  was  first  organized  in  Macomb 
township,  and  has  drawn  to  its  support  Ma- 
sons from  all  the  neighboring  towns. 

The  first  communication  of  Macomb  Lodge 
No.  64,  P.  &  A.  M.,  under  dispensation,  was 
held  at  the  house  of  D.  Benjamin  in  Macomb 
township,  April  29th,  1853.  The  first  hall 
occupied  was  the  third  story  of  the  hotel  at 
Macomb  comers  on  the  Plank  Road,  Maeomb 
township,  and  the  first  communication  in  the 
hall  was  held  December  12th,  1853.  The 
charter  of  Jlacomb  Lodge  No.  64,  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  granted  January  13th,  1854.  About  the 
year  1862  Jlacomb  Lodge  No.  64  purchased 
of  Barlow  Davis  the  frame  building  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  31,  Eay  township, 
in  the  village  of  Brooklyn  (now  Davis).  This 
building  was  burned  Slay  14th,  1873,  but  the 
lodge  records  were  not  destroyed.  The  lodge 
very  soon  set  about  erecting  the  two-story 
frame  building  on  the  same  ground,  which 
Macomb  Lodge  still  owns  and  occupies.  Pol- 
lowing  are  the  names  of  the  Masters  of  Ma- 
comb Lodge  and  the  years  in  which  they 
served:  A.  P.  Bentley,  1853-54-55-56;  John 
Nichols,  1857 :  Barlow  Davis,  1858  and  1866 ; 
J.  E.  Davis,  1859;  Charles  Bennett,  1860  and 
1862 ;  G.  W.  Knapp,  1861 ;  A.  Lincoln,  1863 ; 
Henrv  Bennett,  1864-65-67-69-70-71-72-73-74- 
75-76-77-79-83-84-85  and  86;  C.  F,  Apling, 
1868 ;  A.  E.  Collins,  1878-80-81  and  82 ;  E.  R. 
Wilcox,  1887-88-89-90  and  91 ;  C.  E.  Giddin^ 
1892-93-94-95-99  and  1900;  A.  M.  Grinnell 
1896-97-98;  "W.  G.  Phelps,  1901 :  J.  M.  Paj-ne. 
1902-03-04  and  05. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


While  it  may  he  considered  as  practically 
settled  that  Asahel  Bailey  was  the  first  set- 
tler in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo  who  came  with 
his  family  and  remained  permanently  in  that 
locality,  there  has  been  cgnsiderable  discus- 
sion as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  honor  of 
having  made  the  first  invasion  into  the  wil- 
derness at  that  place.  March  21st,  1821,  Silas 
Scott  began  the  work  of  clearing  five  acres, 
which  he  planted  with  com  near  where  now 
stands  the  Mellen  House  on  the  north  side  of 


.y  Google 


PAST   AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB   COUNTY 


Gates  street,  and  probably  during  the  same 
year,  one  David  Hill  from  St.  Clair  county, 
took  up  the  east  half  of  the  northwest  quar- 
ter of  section  35  of  Bruce  on  November  20th. 
After  securing  the  crop  of  corn,  he  sowed  the 
ground  to  wheat  and  returned  to  his  home 
for  the  winter.  Being  prevented  from  re- 
turning by  an  accident,  his  father  harvested 
the  wheat,  and  Hill,  not  being  able  to  return 
until  1824,  lost  the  right  to  be  considered 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  community. 
Later,  however,  he  taught  school  near  Utica 
and  also  in  "Washington  not  far  from  Indian 
Village,  as  Romeo  was  then  known.  To  the 
south  of  Romeo,  near  Washington  Village, 
Jeremiah  Allen  also  in  1821  began  his  im- 
provements. These  he  later  sold  to  Asahel 
Bailey.  In  January,  1822,  Asahel  Bailey 
and  his  wife,  Chauneey  Bailey,  his  cousin, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Asa- 
hel Bailey,  came  to  Borneo,  and  for  about  two 
years  lived  in  the  same  house.  Chauneey 
Bailey  settled  in  1824  on  a  separate  farm,  a 
short  distance  to  the  northwest.  Later  he 
sold  this  claim  and  took  up  land  near  Parrar  's 
mill  in  Armada  township  and  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  that  locality.  Eleven  months 
later  in  the  fall  of  1822  came  the  Iloxie  fam- 
ily, who  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Romeo 
until  1829,  Frederick  Hoxie,  the  elder  man, 
died  in  1827,  and  was  buried  about  a  mile 
south  of  the  center  of  Eomeo.  His  son  Job 
remained  until  1829,  when  he  removed  to  a 
point  not  far  from  Utica,  In  1823,  the  Hoxie 
family  were  visited  by  Samuel  Chamberlin 
of  Lima,  New  York,  and  Edward  Brewster 
of  Riga,  New  York.  The  little  settlement 
which  was  then  growing  up  around  this  point, 
came  to  be  called  the  Hoxie  settlement,  by 
which  name  it  was  designated  upon  Farmer's 
map  made  in  1828. 

The  ridge  upon  which  Bomeo  was  situated 
afforded  a  natural  highway  in  the  days  when 
the  country  was  flooded  with  water  and  the 
established  trail  through  the  country  fol- 
lowed the  old  Indian  trail  along  the  ridge. 
The  spot  from  the  earliest  mentions,  is  re- 
ferred to  for  its  attractiveness  and  beauty. 
Here  the  uplands  of  the  west  and  the  heavy 
forests  of  the  east  met  upon  a  soil  possessed 
of  a  richness  and  fertility  unknown  to  either 
side.  "Grand  old  forest  trees  here  and  there 
reared  their  great  forms  indicative  of  the  fer- 
tile plains,  and  here  and  there  anon  were 
bountiful  prairie  spots  or  openings,  where  lit- 
tle toil  removed  the  slender  shrubs  and  gave 
to  the  Indian  his  coveted  field  of  corn.  Hith- 
er, too,  the  Chippewa  was  accustomed  to  re- 


turn from  his  summer  wanderings,  and  on 
the  very  spot  where  Romeo  now  stands,  tradi- 
tion tells  of  many  and  many  winter  Indian 
homes;  so  that  when  the  first  white  man 
looked  in  upon  the  quiet  scene,  he  gave  it  the 
name  which  our  first  postoffice  bore,  the  name 
of  Indian  Village,"  (John  H.  Hollister). 

In  1871,  Dr.  Hollister  prepared  a  series  of 
articles  upon  the  early  history  of  Romeo, 
which  were  published  in  the  Romeo  Observer, 
From  these  the  writer  takes  the  following 
jnention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  community 
in  1827 : 

"If  I  should  call  the  roll  of  early  residents, 
few  would  now  give  answer,  but  as  I  remem- 
ber them  located,  say  in  1827,  their  names 
would  appear  by  families  something  as  fol- 
lows : 

"The  Hoxie  family  had  this  year  disap- 
peared and  could  hardly  be  counted  in.  (In 
supplemental  article.  Dr.  Hollister  corrected 
this.) 

"Asahel  Bailey  had  settled  at  the  'comers' 
on  the  same  spot  he  had  occupied  so  many 
years.  The  house  he  rebuilt  still  stands  near 
the  site  of  his  first  location.  He  and  his  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Freeman,  were  then  in  their 
younger  years.  As  the  time  sped  on,  there 
were  born  to  them  Prudence,  Maria,  Stephen, 
Lois,  Lydia  and  Phebe  Jane. 

"Elder  Mr,  Finch  had  located  his  eighty,  I 
think  as  early  as  1823  and  had  erected  the 
first  frame  bam  on  the  site  for  a  long  time 
afterwards  occupied  by  Mr.  Samuel  Ewell, 
Part  of  his  family  were  grown  and  married. 
Ezra,  the  oldest,  had  married  Miss  Becrait. 
John,  the  second,  married  Miss  Hopkins. 
Martha  was  married  to  Mr.  Burchard  Throop 
and  lived  'down  in  the  fourth  town.' 

"The  younger  sons  were  George,  Albert, 
Alpheus,  Addison  and  Alanson,  'the  little  boy 
that  was  lost.' 

"Esq.  Gates  had  located  his  farm,  the  same 
he  occupied  for  many  years.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Blinn,  and  here  were  born  to  them  Jane, 
Wilbur,  Martha,  John,  Lucy  Ann,  Hubert  and 
Barton. 

"Capt.  Gad  Chamberlin  had  this  year, 
1827,  arrived  at  the  head  of  a  large  family, 
which  with  accompanying  neighbors  and 
friends  formed  a  colony  of  some  sixty  souls, 

"He  bought  out  Ebenezer  Kittredge,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  next  north  of  Asahel 
Bailey,  His  eldest  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Col.  John  B.  Hollister,  who  was  one  of  the 
younger  and  moving  spirits  in  the  settlement 
till  his  death  in  1831.  A  son,  Stephen  Piatt 
Chamberlin,  was  married  to  a  Miss  Parkhurst, 
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ant.l  tin'v  imiiibfirL'd  one  of  the  colony  found- 

"Addison  Chamberlin,  another  son,  had 
married  a  Miss  Leaeh,  and  they  formed  an- 
other of  the  group.  The  younger  children  of 
Capt,  Chamberlin  were  Electa,  afterwards 
Mrs.  Snow;  Julia,  later  the  wife  of  Rev. 
I  Jilt  her  Shaw,  and  Harvey,  Joseph,  Nelson  and 
James,  names  all  familial'  to  the  old  settlers. 

"Mr.  Erastua  Day,  with  his  family  eame 
west  in  company  with  Capt.  Chamberlin.  His 
farjii  was  located  just  east  of  the  Leslie  farm. 
His  sons  were  Erastus,  Russell,  Daniel,  Levi 
and  an  only  daughter,  Lucinda. 

"'J'he  Leslie  family  had  located  where  they 
lived  and  died.  The  father's  name  was  James. 
The  children  were  James,  Jr.,  Benjamin  and 
Roxana.  who  married  Jlr.  James  Stark- 
"'eather. 

"Jlr.  Starkweather  by  this  time  brought 
his  farm  'over  west'  into  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  thither  he  took  Miss  Leslie  as  one 
of  the  first  brides  of  whom  the  settlement 
(Hiuld  boast. 

"Another  newly  married  couple  at  that 
ilate  was  Freedom  Monroe  to  Miss  Mary 
Cooper,  who  worked  in  the  family  of  Capt. 
Chamberlin.  He  then  located  where  he  has 
always  lived. 

"Next  north  of  him  lived  Mr.  Suell  Hovey. 
His  sons  were  George  and  Albert,  his  daugh- 
ter's name  Betsey.  They  occupy  the  old 
homestead  yet.  On  the  road  south  of  James 
Starkweather,  and  a  mile  west  of  Romeo, 
lived  Horatio  Nye.  His  children  were  Eliza, 
Ann.   George  and  several  younger  ones. 

"On  the  hill  opposite  the  cemetery  lived 
Roswell  Webster.  His  wife  was  a  Goodwin. 
His  children  were  Charles,  Cyrenus,  Wheeler, 
Lucius,  IMarietta  and  Emily. 

"A  half  mile  east  of  the  comers  was  the 
residence  of  William  Abbott.  His  first  wife 
was  Jliss  Burbank.  His  children  by  this  wife 
were  Franklin,  Norman,  Isaac,  Jane,  Eliza- 
beth and  Mary.  Next  east  of  Mr.  Abbott's 
was  the  farm  of  Dr.  Richards,  the  'first  physi- 
cian.' His  children  were  llary,  Jane,  Guy 
and  others  whtse  names  I  do  not  recall.  East 
of  these  were  the  families  of  Mr.  Thompson, 
Mr.  Bennet,  Mr.  Redway,  Reuben  Smith,  Ben- 
jamin and  John  Proctor  and  ifr.  Noah  Web- 
ster who  built  in  that  direction  the  first  saw 
mill  and  afterwards  the  first  flouring  mill. 
Mrs.  Webster  was  afterwards  married  to  Dr. 
Gray,  who  improved  this  property  and  here 
amassed  his  fortune. 

' '  South  of  the  corners  there  were  no  houses 
till  yon  came  to  Mr.  Foot's.    He  parted  with 


his  farm  to  Azariah  Sterling  about  1830.  His 
family  then  removed  to  Troy.  He  had  several 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Jane.  Capt. 
Sterling  coming  later  to  occupy  this  place  is 
still  with  us.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Leach,  el- 
der daughter  of  Mrs.  Addison  Chamberlin. 
Mr.  Sterling  was  from  a  large  influential  fam- 
ily, in  Lima,  Livingston  County,  New  York. 
His  children  were  Julia,  Charlotte,  Caroline, 
Esther,  Lydia,  Harriet  and  an  only  son.  A 
little  way  wrat  of  Mr.  Sterling's  lived  Gurdon 
Hovey,  only  recently  dead.  His  children  were 
Samuel,  Augustus,  Emeline  and  Alonzo. 

"South  of  this  lived  Alexander  Taekels, 
formerly  of  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  and 
of  whom  in  connection  with  '  old  John  Soules, ' 
who  lived  'over  west,'  I  have  a  story  to  tell, 
when  I  get  time.  Beyond  these  were  other 
denizens  of  the  'fourth  town,'  among  whom 
were  the  Prices,  Myres,  Ducings,  Mr.  John 
Holland,  Esq.,  Andrus,  Dr.  Cooley,  Elder 
Warren,  Judge  Thurston,  and  'over  west'  the 
Thorntons,  Soules  and,  a  little  later,  Marvil 
Shaw,  with  others  whose  names  perhaps  I 
ought  to  insert  with  the  above. 

"On  the  hill  west  of  Esq.  Gates,  Deacon 
Rodgers  lived.  His  wife  was  a  Taft.  They 
were  from  Lima,  New  York.  Their  children 
were  Charles,  Andrew,  William,  Rexford  and 
Mary  Jane. 

"North  and  west  of  'Lidian  Village'  lived 
at  this  time  James  and  Samuel  DeNean,  and 
a  little  later  the  Bristols,  the  Hinx  families, 
Mr.  Rufus  Renif,  Mr.  Elderkin,  Geo.  Throop, 
Mark  W.  Winchell.  Ur.  Bancroft,  the  Trom- 
blies  (Frenchmen),  who  built  a  saw  mill,  Mr. 
Benjamin,  the  Hopkiris  families,  Rufus  Hall 
and  others  whom  at  the  moment  I  do  not  re- 
call. 

"By  the  year  1831,  so  mimerous  had  been 
the  additions  that  time  nor  space  will  permit 
me  more  than  to  name  the  families.  Now 
Judge  Prentiss  had  arrived,  N.  T.  Taylor  and 
others  laid  out  Romeo,  and  he  was  active  in 
merchandise.  The  Buzzell  families  were  here, 
Daniel  was  knight  of  the  shears,  and  Martin 
was  getting  his  store  ready,  and  paying  atten- 
tion to  Miss  Clarissa  Winchell,  the  sister  of 
Mrs.  N.   T.  Taylor. 

"Now  Mr.  John  Taylor  was  opening  up 
his  farm.  Possibly  this  was  in  1832.  Now, 
too,  the  famous  'Scotch  Settlement'  was  be- 
ing made,  as  the  Wileys,  Grays,  Crawfords, 
and  other  Scotch  families  settled  in  the  north 
part  of  the  'fifth  town,'  now  Bruce.  About 
this  time  eame  to  that  vicinity,  besides  Rev. 
John  Taylor  and  his  son,  the  family  of  Mr. 
Palmerlee,  the  Collins  families,  the  Bishops, 


684 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF    MACOMB    COUNTY 


the  Tliurstoiis,  Mr.  Ira  Phillips,  'the  mighty 
bunter, '  the  Donaldson  families,  Biishnell, 
■who  kept  the  'three  mile  house,'  Luke  Fisher, 
Mr.  Porter,  and  then  or  a  little  later  still 
were  added  in  that  section  Mr.  Rufus  Pren- 
tiss, Mr.  Standish  and  family,  Daniel  and 
Colatiniis  Day,  and  on  the  branch  were  lo- 
cated M.  T.  Lane,  Asa  Holman,  Charles  Far- 
rar,  "Willard  Guild  and  families,  and  beyond 
them  the  'Aldredge  Settlement.' 

"Now,  too,  the  volume  of  village  population 
was  rapidly  augmented.  Dr.  Cyrus  Baldwin 
and  family  and  many  others  came. 

"The  arrival  of  Lyman  and  Linas  S.  Gil- 
bert was  a  matter  of  moment,  for  their  in- 
fluence was  at  once  felt  in  the  community  and 
always  for  good.  The  popularity  of  Linas 
Gilbert  in  the  county  was  perhaps  last  evinced 
by  the  unprecedented  majority  by  which  he 
was  sent  to  the  Legislature  by  a  county  op- 
posed to  him  in  polities. 

"I  dare  not  attempt  the  recital  of  the  com- 
ing inhabitants,  to  a  later  date.  If  I  should 
span  on  to,  or  beyond  1836,  with  the  coming 
of  Eix  and  Kidder,  Dexter  and  Joel  Muzzey, 
Nathan  Dickinson,  and  before  them  of  Maj. 
Aaron  B.  Rawles,  John  W.  Dyar,  D.  C.  Walk- 
er, Calvin  Shaw,  Asa  B.  and  Jerry  Ayres  (all 
marriageable  young  men),  and  Mr.  Beekman, 
Doctor  Sabin,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Whitney, 
the  Southwells,  the  Ewells,  the  Palmers,  Mr. 
Scranton,  the  Skillman  family,  Jacob  Smith, 
there  would  still  be  left  such  a  multitude  that 
'no  man'  (of  my  attainments)  could  number 
them. ' ' 

At  the  close  of  the  series  of  articles.  Dr. 
HoUister  added  as  additional  families  who 
had  come  as  early  as  1833,  the  names  of  Nel- 
son Lowell,  Stephen  Goetchius,  Col.  Perry, 
Hamblin,  A,  Edgett,  Job  Howell  and  Iddo 
Warner.  Dr.  HoUister  also  credits  Gideon 
Gates,  the  first  postmaster,  with  having  been 
appointed  such  of  "Indian  Village"  in  about 
1826,  and  tells  of  his  having  carried  the  mail 
about  with  him  in  a  large  crown  hat  wrapped 
in  a  red  bandana  from  which,  whenever  he 
met  the  happy  recipient  of  any  letters,  he  pro- 
duced the  same  upon  the  payment  of  postage 
— in  those  days  to  be  paid  by  the  receiver. 
The  mail  came  weekly  and  was  brought  from 
Mt.  Clemens  by  Jonas  Cutler  on  foot.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  HoUister,  the  first  frame  build- 
ing in  the  viUage  was  the  bam  which  was 
built  by  old  Mr,  Pinch,  and  here  many  of  the 
larger  religious  meetings  of  early  years  were 
held.  The  second  frame  building  was  the 
first  section  of  what  was  afterwards  known 
as  the  old  red  tavern.    It  stood  facing  Main 


street  nearly  on  the  spot  where  now  stands 
the  stores  of  Bogart  and  Gray,  just  south 
of  the  Romeo  Saving  Bank.  This  building 
was  put  up  by  the  Hoxies.  Its  frontage  was 
sixteen  feet,  and  it  contained  only  two  small 
rooms.  Later  the  building  was  doubled  in 
size  and  still  later  again  doubled,  an  upper 
story  added  and  a  front  piazza  built  the 
whole  length  thereof.  Its  first  landlord  was 
Hiram  Wilcox,  who  later  built  the  Wilcox 
mill  near  Almont,  then  eaUed  Tapshire.  The 
first  sign  board  of  the  hotel,  described  by 
Dr.  HolUster,  as  being  12  or  14  inches  wide 
and  four  feet  long  raised  upon  a  hickory  pole 
about  10  or  12  feet  high  and  standing  out  in 
front  of  the  inn  beside  the  well.  Painted  upon 
this  sign  in  glaring  black  letters  was  the  word 
INN.  Prom  its  erection  until  it  burned  in 
the  spring  of  1848,  the  Old  Red  Tavern  was 
the  cMet  gathering  spot  for  congenial  spirits 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  the  center  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  news  of  the  day.  The  Old 
Red  Tavern  has  been  quaintly  celebrated  by 
Romeo's  aged  poet,  S,  H.  Bwell: 

The  Old  Red  Tavern  the  neighboi^  help  raise. 
Was  looked  on  with  pride  in  those  Log  Cabin 

days, 
'Twas  called  ornamental  and  passers-by  said, 
"A   handsome  frame  building  and   painted 

with  red," 
'Twas  where  you  could  sample  tbe  best  of 

Old  Rye, 
A  four-finger  gla^ — and  a  Smile  in  your  eye. 

The   village   grew   lively,   the   Tavern   grew 

more, 
They  put  on  additions  as  Red  as  before. 
And   business   increased   as   the   years   wore 

away — 
The  Old  Red  Tavern  was  having  its  day. 
And  many  folks  stopped  there,  not  caring  to 

pass. 
Until  they  took  "suthin'  "  at  three  cents  a 


That  "Suthin'  "  was  pure  as  was  drank  in 

that  day, 
'Twas  made  in  the  village  of  Our  U-ti-ca, 
'Twould  not  give  you  Tremens  or  Snakes  in 

your  boots, 
'Twas  just  drank  for  pleasure  and  social  Ca- 
hoots. 
The  Old  Red  Tavern  sold  whiskey  and  beer, 
And  dabbled  sometimes  in  the  stuff  they  call 
' '  Queer. ' ' 

'Twas  there  the  young  people  improved  every 
chance 
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To  trip  the  light  foot  in  the   Old  Country 

])aiice. 
The  later  Cotilliou  at  that  early  day, 
Knew  not  the  Red  Tavern,  or  traveled  this 

way. 
The  Old  Red  Tavern,  I  cannot  forget, 
Jtfi  looks  and  its  queemess  still  cliug  to  me 

yet. 

A  brick  building  stands  where  the  Red  Tavern 

stood. 
Forgot  are  its  misdeeds,  forgotten  the  good, 
Its  inmates  have  gone  to  some  mystical  shore, 
Its  friends  and  its  foes  are  remembered  no 

The  Old  Red  Tavern  of  many  queer  ways, 
The  Old  Red  Tavern  forgot  in  these  days. 

(lone  are  the  Old  Landlords  to  some  other 

clime, 
Gone  the   "Old   Country  Dancei-s'"   i>£  that 

early  time. 
Father  Time  rubs  the  lines  from  the  Historic 

Slate, 
And  brink's  the  world  down  to  a  jiiore  modern 

date. 
The  Old  Red  Tavern,  we  bid  you  good-bye, 
And  drop  o'er  the  past  an  affectionate  sigh. 

Nathaniel  T.  Taylor,  Romeo's  first  mer- 
chant, opened  his  store  in  1829  in  the  third 
frame  building  erected  in  the  place.  Among 
his  first  elerlts  were  John  ('onklin  and  Alexis 
Winchell.  Not  long  after  this,  his  frame  resi- 
dence diagonally  across  from  the  store,  was 
put  up — the  house  long  occupied  by  the  late 
Elihu  NewbeiTy.  The  store  building  later 
was  moved  a  little  to  the  north  and  occupied 
by  Niles  and  afterward  for  a  long  time  by 
Maitland  and  Howartli.  Taylor  established 
the  first  regular  stage  line  to  Romeo  from  De- 
troit in  1830.  The  first  millwrights  of  the 
place  were  William  A.  Burt  and  John  Allen, 
referred  to  in  the  chapter  on  Wa.shington. 
They  early  built  the  saw  mill  for  Capt.  Cham- 
berlin.  The  first  shoemaker  of  the  town  was 
John  Beeraft,  followed  later  by  Azariah  Pren- 
tiss, who  also  was  among  the  early  school 
teachers.  Daniel  Bnzzell  was  the  first  tailor 
and  Josiah  Hamblin  the  first  village  black- 
smith. Benjamin,  the  fli^t  cabinet  maker, 
had  his  shop  at  Bancroft's  mill.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  an  early  day  by  Willard  Guild. 
In  1826  Horatio  Nye  built  the  first  distillery 
in  that  locality  about  a  half  mile  west  of  the 
cemetery,  which,  however,  was  short  lived. 
The  first  cooper  was  George  Perkins,  who  sold 
his  shop  and  lot  to  Jacob  Beekman. 


In  1830,  N.  T.  Taylor  brought  with  him 
from  New  York  a  small  library  published  by 
the  Sunday  School  Union,  and  organized  the 
first  Sabbath  school,  being  its  first  superin- 
tendent. The  first  white  person,  whose  death 
is  known,  was  one  Healy,  who  was  buried  a 
little  over  a  mile  south  of  the  village  on  a 
knoli  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  The  first 
physician  was  Dr.  Richards,  followed  not  long 
after  by  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley,  in  Washington, 
Drs.  Carpenter  and  Baldwin  in  Bruce,  and  a 
little  later  by  Drs.  Sabin,  Whitney,  Powers, 
Andrews  and  Teed. 

In  the  fall  of  1829,  a  conference  was  had 
between  Asa  he!  Bailey,  N.  T.  Taylor  and 
Major  learned  of  Detroit,  who  had  acquired 
the  title  to  the  Iloxie  property,  relative  to  the 
platting  of  a  village,  and  Col,  J.  B.  HoUister 
was  selected  for  this  work.  Main  and  St. 
Clair  streets  M'ere  located  as  they  now  are, 
but  most  of  the  lots  were  platted  of  a  much 
larger  size  than  according  to  the  present  plat, 
and  the  streets  bore  different  names.  By  act 
of  Legislature  in  1847,  this  plat  was  amended 
as  the  original  plat  of  the  village  now  stands. 
At  the  original  platting,  much  discussion  was 
had  as  to  the  proper  name  for  the  village,  and 
the  proprietors  not  agreeing,  the  suggestion 
of  Mrs.  Laura  Taylor — Romeo— was  adopted. 
This  original  plat  included  the  portion  of  the 
town  bounded  northerly  by  Church  and  Dick- 
inson streets;  easterly  by  Harriett  street; 
southerly  by  Washington  street,  and  westerly 
by  Fremont  street.  To  this,  the  following 
additions  have  been  made:  The  Benjamin 
addition.  May  Slst,  1852 ;  the  second  ad- 
dition of  John  L.  Benjamin,  October  31st. 
1855;  Mussey's  addition,  April  4th,  1858; 
Fellows  &  SIcIntyre  addition,  the  12th  day 
of  August,  1858;  Turner's  addition,  July  1st, 
1864;  Tillson's  &  Hartung's  addition,  11th 
day  of  &Iay,  1869;  Merriam's  addition,  De- 
cember 22d,  1869:  Bailey's  addition,  June 
17th,  1870,  and  Bromm's  addition  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  village.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  village  has  never  been  formally 
platted. 

March  9th,  1838,  the  village  of  Romeo  was 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  including 
section  2  and  the  east  half  of  section  3  in 
Washington  and  the  south  half  of  34 
in  Bruce.  On  the  first  Monday  of  the 
following  May  at  an  election  held  at  the 
school  house.  Oel  Rix  was  elected  President; 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  Recorder;  Linus  S.  Gil- 
bert, Dexter,  Miissey,  Azariah  Prentiss,  Den- 
nis  Scranton.   Wilkes   S.    Stewart   and   Gad 
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Chambei'lin,  Trustees.  On  the  11th  of  the 
next  moEth  Amos  Palmer  and  John  W.  Dyer 
were  eleetod  Assessors;  Martin  F,  Southwell, 
Marshall,  and  Horace  A.  Jennison,  Treasurer. 
The  Presidents  of  the  village  since  that  date 
have  been  Aaron  B.  Rowles,  1839;  Minot  T. 
Lane,  1840-44;  Gideon  Gates,  1844;  Charles 
F.  Mallory,  1849;  Nathan  Dickenson,  1851; 
Gideon  Gates,  1852-55;  Edward  S,  Snover. 
1856-8;  Albert  E.  Leete,  1859-61;  Lavant  G. 
Melntyre,  1862-63;  Joel  P.  Mussey,  1864; 
James  Harvey,  1865 ;  Moses  A.  Giddings, 
1866;  Aratus  Smith,  1867;  WiOiam  "Williin- 
son,  1868-70 ;  David  Bowley,  1871-72 ;  Irving 
D.  Hanscom,  1873-82;  Charles  C.  Bradley, 
1883-86;  George  A.  Waterbury,  1887-88; 
George  G.  Hartung,  1889;  George  W.  Phil- 
lips, Jr.,  1893;  Charles  C.  Bradley,  1894; 
Merton  B.  Smith,  1895;  Charles  C.  Thoring- 
ton,  1896;  Dwight  N.  Lowell,  1897-1903; 
Henry  J.  Mackay,  1904-5. 

The  waterworks  of  Romeo  were  installed  in 
1892,  after  a  long  agitation  in  their  favor.  A 
special  election  was  held  March  10th,  1890, 
upon  the  proposition  of  borrowing  $45,000.00 
for  waterworks  purposes,  but  was  then  de- 
feated. July  31st  of  the  following  year,  how- 
ever, the  proposition  to  borrow  $26,000.00 
was  carried  by  a  vote  of  237  to  116,  and  on 
January  30th  of  1892,  a  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Council, 
made  up  of  Cortez  Fessenden,  Dwight  N. 
Lowell  and  Albert  Kennedy  organized  by  the 
selection  of  Mr.  Kennedy  as  chairman  and  of 
B.  N.  Seaman  as  clerk.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  complete  a  satisfactory  waterworks  sys- 
tem for  the  amount  as  quoted,  an  additional 
$8,000.00  loan  was  authorized  by  a  vote  of 
165  to  67  at  an  election  May  9th,  1892.  The 
plant  began  operations  August  13th,  1892, 
and  has  since  tumished  to  the  village  a  most 
wholesome  and  satisfactory  supply  of  water 
by  means  of  the  standpipe  and  Holly  Steam 
Pressure  &\stem  The  sonice  of  the  water 
supply  is  t\\o  laige  wells  about  20  feet  deep 
and  78,000  000  gallons  of  witer  are  pumped 
annually.  The  total  cost  of  the  plant  to  date 
has  been  nearly  $37,000.00,  all  of  which  has 
been  paid  for  with  the  exception  of  $8,000.00 
outstanding  bonds.  The  original  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  continued  by  reappoint- 
ments until  April,  1895,  at  which  time  John 
Stafford  took  Mr,  Fessenden's  place.  July 
1st,  1896,  H.  A.  Stewart  succeeded  Mr.  Lowell. 
In  April,  1903,  the  Board  was  made  up  of 
"W.  F.  Millen,  John  Mackay  and  II.  A.  Stew- 
art, which  board  has  continued  until  the  pres- 
ent date,  with  the  exception  that  Mr.  Stewart 


yielded  to  W.  M.  Chapman  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year.  During  the  year  ending 
February  27th,  1905,  the  receipts  of  the  plant 
amounted  to  $2,152.84,  and  its  expenses  to 
$2,493.55. 

In  1897  a  municipal  electric  light  plant  was 
installed.  Its  Board  of  Commissioners,  or- 
ganizing May  26th  of  that  year  with  Isaac 
Crawford  as  chairman  and  B.  N.  Seaman  as 
clerk,  the  other  members  of  the  Board  being 
Melvin  D.  Cole  and  Oscar  Hopkins.  In  the 
spring  of  1897,  $10,000  was  voted  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  plant  by  a  vote  of  289  to  29,  but 
it  being  found  impossible  to  establish  the  plant 
for  that  sum,  at  a  new  election  held  Septem- 
ber 2nd  of  that  year,  the  siun  of  $13,000.00 
was  authorized  by  a  vote  of  249  to  50.  The 
plant  was  started  December  27th,  1897.  In 
June  of  the  current  year  $5,000.00  was  voted 
to  make  improvements,  the  chief  improve- 
ment contemplated  being  the  installment  of 
the  Series  Alternating  system  of  arc  Kghting, 
which  it  is  expected  will  so  materially  reduce 
the  expense  of  street  lighting  as  will  enable 
the  plant  to  make  a  better  showing  in  its  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements.  The  total  cost  of 
the  plant  to  date  has  been  about  $22,000.00, 
and  it  now  has  a  bonded  indebtedness,  includ- 
ing the  $5,000.00  just  authorized,  of  $18,- 
000.00. 

The  oiSeial  list  of  postmasters  of  Romeo  as 
furnished  by  the  Federal  government,  with 
the  dates  of  their  appointments,  are  as  fol- 
lows: Gideon  Gates,  Nov.  11,  1830;  Philar- 
mon  Cook,  May  13,  1840;  Oran  P.  Southwell, 
May  31,  1841 ;  Azariah  Prentiss,  July  2,  1844 ; 
Chas.  F.  Mallory,  January  21,  1848:  Dr. 
Albert  E.  Leete,  May  17,  1849 ;  George  Chan- 
dler, June  6,  1853;  Philo  Tillson,  May  21, 
1858 ;  David  Greene,  April  26,  1861 ;  "William 
Hulsart,  May  29,  1865 ;  Henry  W.  Howgate, 
October  3,  1866;  William  Wilkinson,  March 
2,  1867;  MUton  Thompson,  March  28,  1871; 
James  Gray,  December  3,  1875;  James  B. 
Lucas,  February  24,  1888;  George  G.  Har- 
tung, February  8,  1892;  James  B.  Lucas, 
April  25,  1896 ;  William  Hosner,  June,  1900. 

Dr.  Hollister  in  his  articles,  mentions  as 
among  the  early  ministers  who  held  services 
in  and  about  Romeo  particularly  Elder  War- 
ren and  Fr.  Ruggtes.  Of  the  former,  who 
was  of  the  ^Methodist  persuasion,  he  says 
that  he  was  possessed  of  fine  natiiral  abilities 
and  the  most  tender  sympathies  and  a  most 
happy  manner  in  expressing  them.  His  time- 
ly services  and  his  kindly  counsel  endeared 
him  to  every  family  in  the  locality.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  founder  of  the  First  Congrega- 
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tioiial,  and  during  the  years  1828-9,  came  every 
four  weelis  from  Pontiae  to  hold  services  in 
or  about  Romeo.  "Northern  Macomb  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  two  men,  which  it 
can  hardly  appreciate  and  never  repay.  Those 
earliest  influences  for  good  have  never  been 
lost  "  The  Kev  John  Taylor,  who  resided 
with  hi?  son  in  Biuce  for  years,  held  Sab- 
bath School  m  his  own  home,  and  for  a  long 
time  was  a  most  acceptable  minister  in  the 
htoteh  settlement  and  frequently  supplied 
the  pulpit  on  occasions  in  Romeo.  lie  was 
finely  educated,  noble  in  his  bearing,  com- 
manding in  his  presence,  a  type  of  the  pol- 
ished gentleman  of  the  old  school.  His  ability, 
leaniing  and  religious  devotion  made  him  one 
of  the  most  revered  men  of  the  early  times. 
In  1829  Luther  Shaw,  a  graduate  of  Andover, 
became  the  first  settled  minister  in  Romeo. 
He  preached  in  the  Congregational  Church 
until  about  1834  or  1835.  He  married,  1831, 
Julia  Chamberlin,  of  the  Gad  Charaberliu 
family.  Later  in  1835  his  brother,  John  B. 
Shaw,  came  fi-om  Utica,  and  under  his  charge 
the  church  Nourished  as  never  before. 

In  1836  and  1837  occurred  the  memorable 
revival,  which,  although  it  started  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  soon  spread  to  all  the  de- 
nominations. The  Rev.  0.  Parker  and  B. 
Barber  were  leaders  in  the  revival  and  were 
assisted  by  all  of  the  local  religious  leaders. 

In  the  fall  of  1824,  the  first  Methodist  class 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Albert  Finch.  Isaac 
Hunter  and  Ellas  Pattee  were  among  the 
earliest  circuit  riders  assigned  to  this  and 
neighboring  points.  In  1825  and  1826,  John 
James  and  James  Armstrong  had  charge  of 
the  Methodist  interests  in  this  locality.  In 
1827  and  1828,  William  Runnells  assisted  the 
Rev.  John  James  in  his  work.  In  the  follow- 
ing year,  "WiUiam  T.  Snow  had  charge,  being 
joined  next  year  by  Curtis  Goddard.  Up 
until  about  this  time,  the  meetings  were  usu- 
ally held  in  the  Finch  homestead,  but  after 
the  erection  of  the  school  house  hereafter  re- 
ferred to,  the  meetings  were  usually  held 
there.  In  1831,  the  Eevs.  William  Sprague 
and  Brown  usually  conducted  the  services. 
SVom  1831  to  1835,  the  congregation  was  two 
years  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Leonard  HiU, 
and  for  two  years  of  Rev.  Lather  Whitney. 

The  First  Methodist  Church  was  built  in 
1840,  and  since  that  time  this  society  has  made 
continuous  progress.  The  cornerstone  of  the 
present  church  was  laid  in  June,  1872,  and 
the  house  dedicated  June  8,  1874.  Among 
the  active  members  of  the  church,  whose  in- 
fluence led  to  the  building  of  the  new  church, 


were  John  A  .Tinsman,  James  Starkweather, 
E.  S.  Snover,  T.  P.  Kennedy  and  Alex  Shelp. 

The  Christian  Church,  located  at  Romeo, 
was  the  outgrowth  of  several  societies  formed 
ill  the  county,  largely  under  the  influence  of 
Elder  John  Cannon,  one  of  the  pioneer 
preachers  of  this  denomination  in  Eastern 
Michigan.  The  present  church  organization 
was  organized  July  6,  1867,  Elder  Cornelius 
Bearing  was  pastor;  Stephen  Grinnell  and 
Robert  Hamilton,  Deacons;  and  Edward 
Soule,  Clerk,  In  the  following,  year  the 
church  edifice  was  begun,  which  was  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  in  February,  1871;  the 
membership  of  the  church  at  that  time  was 
56.  Elder  Bearing  was  followed  by  Elder  J, 
Warren  Weeks,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  who  re- 
mained in  charge  until  March,  1874.  After 
one  year,  during  which  the  pulpit  was  occu- 
pied by  Elder  James  Weeks,  Elder  John  J, 
ifoung  came  and  has  ever  since  had  charge 
of  the  church,  which  has  numbered  among  its 
attendants  many  of  the  most  active  and  pro- 
gressive men  of  Romeo  and  its  vicinity. 

As  early  as  1834  or  1835,  Asahel  Bailey  and 
Mr.  Freeman,  with  their  families,  together 
with  some  few  otliers  among  the  early  resi- 
dents, were  accustomed  to  gather  together 
and  hold  services  according  to  the  Episcopal 
ritual.  For  a  short  time  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hol- 
land was  located  here,  but  no  formal  or- 
ganization of  the  church  was  ever  effected. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  and  others  from  time  to 
time,  however,  held  Episcopal  services  in 
Romeo. 

For  several  years  the  German  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Society  held  its  meetings  in  the 
south  room  of  the  south  primary  school  house, 
but  within  the  past  few  years  the  society  has 
erected  a  substantial  church  and  handsome 
parsonage  in  the  village,  and  the  society  gives 
every  indication  of  being  prosperous  under 
the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Lemster. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Romeo  was 
organized  June  16th,  1840  at  the  house  of  Ira 
Phillips  of  the  township  of  Armada.  Six 
years  later,  in  September,  articles  of  faith 
were  adopted  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Ewel!,  in  Romeo,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev,  Supply  Chase,  and  an  organization  was 
from  that  time  continually  kept  up.  The 
church  was  recognized  October  3d,  1847,  as  a 
regular  Gospel  Church  by  a  council  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  churches  of  Almont, 
Stony  Creek,  Washington  and  Ray,  and  was 
received  into  the  Michigan  Baptist  Association 
July  1st,  1853.  The  church  building  was  ded- 
icated December  16th,  1853.     The  Rev.  E.  A. 
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Mather  was  the  first  resident  minister  in 
charge  of  the  church. 

August  16th,  1828,  when  Rotneo  consisted 
of  a  bare  handful  of  houses  and  was  called  the 
Indian  Village,  the  Rev.  Isaac  W.  Ruggles 
came  from  Pontiac  and  in  the  log  school  hoime 
organized  the  Congregational  ehurch.  The 
corporate  members  were  Zelotns  Stone,  Gad 
Chamberliu,  Deacon  and  Mrs,  Rogers,  'William 
Abbott,  Jlrs.  Jane  Leslie  and  Chauncey 
Thorpe,  Three  buildings  have  housed  this 
ehurch  organization,  the  first  being  built  in 
1833,  the  second  in  1842,  and  the  third  com- 
pleted in  May,  1877.  The  first  building  was 
moved  and  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the 
old  academy  building  in  which  was  held  the 
school  known  as  the  Branch  of  the  University, 
and  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the  Union 
School  biiilding.  The  Rev.  Ruggles,  the  Rev, 
Luther  Shaw  and  J.  B.  Shaw,  above  referred 
to,  as  well  as  the  Rev,  P.  Barber,  H.  Hardy, 
R.  R,  Kellogg,  G.  W.  Neweomb,  T,  R,  Hurd, 
and  n.  O.  Ladd  were  among  the  earliest  pas- 
tors in  charge  of  this  church.  The  Rev.  P. 
Moore  is  the  present  pa.<itor  in  charge  of  the 
church. 

The  press  is  represented  at  Romeo  by  the 
Romeo  Observer,  under  the  charge  of  M.  B. 
Smith.  This  publication  was  started  May 
30th,  1866,  by  John  Russell,  and  was  success- 
fully carried  on  by  Edward  A.  Teall  and  Irv- 
ing D,  Hansconi  from  August,  1866,  to 
March,  1867,  when  Louis  N.  Moon  succeeded 
to  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hauseom.  In  No- 
vember of  1867,  Harvey  E.  Mussey 
took  Mr.  Moon's  place,  and  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  year  following  sold  his  in- 
terest to  his  partner,  Edward  A.  Teall.  The 
year  following,  the  paper  became  avowedly 
Republican  in  politics,  when  Irving  D,  Hans- 
eom  became  the  proprietor.  With  him  was 
a^oeiated  Samuel  H.  Swell,  and  under  their 
management  the  paper  continued  for  about 
four  years,  when  George  A.  Waterbury  suc- 
ceeded to  the  interest  of  Hanscom.  In  Janu- 
ary of  1874  Robert  G.  Baird  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  Mr.  Ewell  only  to  dispose  of  the  same 
in  February  of  the  next  year  to  Mr.  Water- 
bury,  who  became  sole  proprietor  and  editor 
and  continued  as  such  up  to  1894,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  when  the  establishment 
was  run  by  S.  S.  Hopkins  under  a  lease  from 
Mr.  Waterbury.  At  the  last  named  date  the 
paper  was  sold  to  its  present  editor  and  pro- 
prietor, who  has  continued  the  paper  as  a 
strong  partisan  of  Romeo  and  all  its  inter- 
ests. 

The  Observer  has  not  been  the  only  repre- 


sentative of  the  press  that  Romeo  has  ever 
had,  but  is  apparently  the  only  one  that  has 
been  able  to  maintain  a  long  and  successful 
career.  As  early  as  1850,  the  Investigator  was 
published  by  Thomas  M.  Perry;  its  publica- 
tion was  continued  for  about  two  years.  The 
Romeo  Olive  Branch  also  appeared  for  a  short 
time,  but  its  date  and  the  name  of  its  editor 
are  lost  in  the  oblivion  which  charitably  cov- 
ers newspaper  failures.  The  Romeo  Argus 
was  started  in  May,  1857,  by  Martin  B,  Bent- 
ley  and  John  M.  Stone.  Stone  retired  from 
connection  with  the  paper  about  a  year  later 
and  Bentley  sold  out  to  S.  H.  Ewell  in  May 
of  1861,  The  paper  continued  under  the  edi- 
torship of  Ewell,  Hiram  J.  Aiken  and  George 
D.  ilussey  until  February,  1864,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  A  paper  called  the  Penin- 
sular Herald  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Pro- 
hibition was  published  at  the  Argus  oiBce  for 
a  short  time  and  later  removed  to  Detroit.  It 
was  started  by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Russell,  a 
prominent  temperance  advocate  in  the  county. 

May  1st,  1880,  was  started  the  longest  lived 
of  the  competitors  of  the  Ol^erver,  viz..  The 
Romeo  Democrat.  Its  first  proprietors  were 
Fred  C.  and  C.  H.  Buzzell,  two  young  men 
who  for  some  time  conducted  au  enterprising, 
wide-awake  and  progressive  country  paper, 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
principles.  Later  the  name  of  the  paper  was 
changed  to  the  Hydrant,  and  was  conducted 
by  C.  H.  Buzzell  tmtil  his  death,  and  for  some 
time  thereafter  by  his  widow.  In  October  of 
1897  the  Enterprise  was  sold  to  J.  Clark,  who 
in  June  of  1898  leased  to  Jackson  &  Rankin. 
Its  last  appearance  was  August  5th,  1898. 

Romeo  has  long  been  famous  for  its  excel- 
lent schools,  both  public  and  private,  and  an 
adequate  and  detailed  history  of  the  same 
has  been  carefully  prepared  by  Dwight  N. 
Lowell,  and  did  space  permit,  the  writer  would 
gladly  incorporate  this  work,  the  result  of  Mr. 
Lowell's  investigations  in  full.  However,  he 
is  compelled  to  content  himself  with  an  iinsat- 
isfactory  sketch  of  the  schools  and  refer  the 
reader  who  may  be  particularly  interested  in 
the  subject  to  the  results  of  Mr.  Lowell's  work. 

Dr.  Hollister  gave  the  following  humorous 
and  interesting  description  of  the  first  school 
held  in  Romeo  by  Gideon  Gat^.  whom  he 
speaks  of  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity, quick  discernment,  and  a  livel,y  turn  of 
manner.  "He  usually  sat  perched  upon  a 
stool  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  little  room  and 
ruled  his  kingdom  not  with  the  rod  of  iron, 
but  with  a  tremendously  long  hazel  switch, 
Michigan  can  beat  the  world  on  hazel  switches 
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and  till'  loiigrst  oi  tlu^iii  grew  right  aroimd  the 
school  house.  The  largest  matured  in  1828 
and  went  iuto  service  that  winter.  The  master 
seldom  rose  from  his  seat;  the  extended  rod 
could  span  to  the  farthest  seat  and  the  blows 
fell  thick  and  heavy  in  each  rebellion  until 
there  was  unconditional  surrender."  This 
school  was  held  in  a  house  built  upon  a  trian- 
gular piece  of  land  abutting  upon  what  are 
now  ftlain  and  llolJister  streets,  leased  by 
Asahel  Bailey  Xovember  8th,  1827,  to  "Gad 
Chamberliii  iuid  Albert  Pinch,  a  committee  of 
trustees  in  behalf  of  and  for  the  Indian  Vil- 
lage school  district  No.  1,  and  their  successors 
in  ofljce."  In  the  spring  of  1828  the  people 
generally  tnrn('<l  mit,  hewed  the  timber,  gave 
the  nci'i'ss;ity  ln)i)ber  and  sliingles  and  built 
the  framo  si'hool  house.  It  served  as  the  dis- 
trict scliool  liouse  for  nmny  years,  and  later 
gave  way  to  a  nmch  better  building  used  for  a 
similar  purpose.  This  is  the  school  house  in 
which  was  held  the  early  meetings  of  several 
of  the  religious  denominations  before  they 
were  able  to  provide  more  suitable  quarters 
for  themselves.  It  is  quite  certain  that  this 
Indian  Village  school  for  the  benefit  of  which 
the  Bailey  lease  was  made  was  purely  a  volun- 
tary action  of  the  early  settlers,  independent 
of  any  legal  organization  of  the  school  dis- 
trict. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  this  building,  the 
children  of  the  Indian  Village  who  had  had 
the  benefit  of  any  schooling,  had  gone  either  to 
the  school  taught  by  David  Hill  in  the  fall  of 
1824  in  Washington  township  or  in  the  school 
located  near  where  afterwards  was  Jersey's 
brickyard,  three  miles  south  of  Romeo. 

A  summer  school,  held  in  the  Indian  Village 
school  house  where  Gideon  Gates  had  presided 
during  the  winter,  was  taught  by  Julia  Cham- 
berliu,  later  Mi-s.  Luther  Shaw.  Her  methods 
of  discipline  were  evidently  quite  the  oppo- 
site of  her  predecessors,  and  Dr.  HoUister 
pays  touching  tribute  to  her  lovely  character 
and  gentle  M'inning  ways  that  so  endeared  her 
to  her  pupils.  Among  the  successors  of  Miss 
Chamberlin  were  Azariah  Prentiss,  Mr. 
Yates,  llalloclc.  Brown,  Allen  Buzzell,  and  Dr. 
Bailey,  winter  teachers ;  and  Miss  Sarah  Bald- 
win and  Sophronia  Ewell,  summer  teachers. 

October  2,  1837,  notice  was  given  by  A. 
Prentiss  and  D,  C,  "Walker,  inspectors  of  the 
town  of  Washington ;  James  Starkweather,  C, 
Evarts  and  R,  Pancher,  inspectors  of  the  town 
of  Bruce,  of  the  formation  of  fractional  dis- 
trict No.  1  of  Washin^ou  and  Bruce,  and  in 
the  following  March,  a  contract  was  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  newly  organized 


district  with  Rix  and  Kidder  for  the  erection 
of  a  school  house  for  the  sum  of  $750,  This 
building  was  erected  upon  the  property  leased 
from  Mr,  Bailey  above  referred  to,  together 
with  an  additional  piece  secured  from  him  in 
1838,  The  anniial  report  of  1839  shows  that 
in  this  school  during  the  preceding  year,  the 
teachers  liave  been  F,  K.  Bailey  and  0,  P, 
Southwell,  This  second  school  house  contin- 
ued to  be  used  for  schools  and  churches  until 
1854,  when  it  was  sold  to  George  Chandler, 
and  moved  to  the  south  side  of  Church  street, 
and  has  long  been  used  as  a  dwelling  house. 
In  1833  the  First  Congregational  Church  was 
built  and  was  used  from  time  to  time  as  a 
school  house.  The  first  teacher  in  this  build- 
ing was  Miss  Jeruslia  Shaw,  the  pioneer  of 
private  school  teachers  in  the  neighborhood. 
In  1834,  she  opened  a  private  school  in  this 
building,  while  it  was  still  used  as  a  church. 
Dr.  Ilollister,  in  spealiing  of  "Aunt  Jenisha 
Shaw,"  says  "hers  was  a  heaven  born  gift, 
to  love  and  teach  children.  She  was  engrossed 
in  her  work  and  intent  upon  doing  good  as 
she  had  opportunity.  Her  counsels  were  cited 
as  authority  in  many  a  household."  Contin- 
uing her  school,  Onnan  Archer,  in  1835,  be- 
gan his  successful  career  as  a  teacher  in  Ro- 
meo. He  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  College 
and  came  originally  from  Granville,  N.  Y. 
He  is  described  as  having  l>eeu  remarkably 
quick  of  perception,  fluent  in  language  and 
enthusiastic  in  teaching.  He  conducted  his 
academy  from  1835-1839,  a  model  of  its  kind, 
making  the  best  use  of  the  excellent  material 
Avhieh  the  younger  generation  of  Borneo's  pio- 
neers afforded  in  his  pupils.  He  was  followed 
in  this  academy  by  A,  S.  Welch,  who,  however, 
remained  only  a  year.  Then  came  Prof.  Ru- 
fus  Nutting,  under  whose  energy  and  ability 
the  academy  developed  until  in  1843  it  was 
established  as  a  branch  of  the  Univei-sity. 
Many  non-resident  pupils  were  attracted  by 
this  excellent  school,  424  of  them  having  been 
in  attendance  during  the  year  1840-41.  The 
building  was  purchased  by  Prof.  Nutting  and 
removed  to  the  south  side  of  Church  street, 
and  later  moved  across  the  road  and  raised  to 
two  stories.  In  1847  Prof.  Nutting  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Prof,  Charles  H.  Palmer,  who  re- 
mained in  charge  of  the  school  until  1852.  At 
this  time  an  eifort  was  made  to  form  the  Ro- 
meo Union  school,  which  was  taught  by  Prof. 
Isaac  Stone,  and  his  wife,  assisted  by  Miss 
Laura  Benedict  and  Caroline  Scranton,  The 
building  used  by  the  branch  of  the  university 
organization  under  Profs.  Nutting  and  Pal- 
mer, was  used  for  this  union  school.    This  ef- 
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fort  kstetl,  hoivevi'r,  but  one  yesr,  and  a  pri- 
vate school  was  again  organized  under  Prof. 
Stone.  The  territory  o£  fractional  district  No. 
1  was  separated,  and  each  of  the  townships  of 
Bruce  and  Washington,  taking  the  territory 
of  the  old  district  in  their  respective  limits 
orgini^ed  a  separate  school  district  Fach  dis 
tiict  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  school 
house  that  in  Biuce  beitu  er  cted  upon  the 
lands  leased  fiom  Baile\  m  lSi7  and  lb28 
and  that  of  Washington  upon  Iwidf^  pnichased 
from  Llihii  Newbury 

School  was  iiiaiutained  in  each  of  these  iis 
tricts  m  the  buildings  then  elected  until  1867 
when  \f)  the  ictiun  of  the  inspcctois  oi  both 
townships  theie  was  foinied  fiaetienil  school 
district  ^o  1  of  Washington  and  Bruce  ind 
the  present  union  school  at  Eomeo  came  into 
existence  The  buildings  constincted  m  1854 
bj  sepaiate  districts  weie  utiliz  d  ind  at 
picaent  aie  the  north  and  south  piimanes  of 
the  distuet  and  the  building  which  hid  been 
known  as  the  Dickenson  Institute  was  pm 
chased  by  the  district  and  used  as  a  high 
school  until  the  end  of  the  spring  term  of  1885. 
The  present  eoiimiodioiis  and  excellent  build- 
ing was  completed  in  September  of  1885,  and 
since  then  has  been  the  home  of  Romeo's  High 
School.  The  principals  of  the  high  school 
since  its  formation  in  1867  have  been  E.  Bar- 
ton Wood,  1867-73;  A.  G.  Jepson,  1873-4;  J. 
R.  Webster,  1875;  Omar  D.  Thompson,  1876- 
1901;  John  (i.  Marshall,  1901,  t-o  the  present 
time. 

Upon  the  failure  of  the  union  school  move- 
ment in  1852,  Prof.  Stone  who  had  been  teach- 
ing the  Union  school,  made  an  effort  to  obtain 
the  means  necessary  to  carry  on  the  private 
school  which  bad  been  so  successfully  con- 
ducted liy  Profs.  Nutting  and  Palmer.  Suffi- 
cient funds  were  obtained  by  subscription  to 
construct  a  building'  upon  lands  which  were 
purchased  by  Nathan  Dickenson,  in  whose 
honor,  particularly  because  of  his  liberal  sub- 
scription, the  school  was  named  Dickenson  In- 
Btitiite,  TTie  building  was  dedicated  October 
18th,  1854,  and  the  school  was  opened  by  Prof, 
Stone,  who,  however,  within  a  year  yielded  to 
Prof.  Daniel  B.  Briggs,  who  remained  in 
charge  until  the  end  of  the  spring  term  1857. 
Prof.  Briggs  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  Col- 
lege and  an  attomey-at-law.  He  had  come 
from  Massachusetts  to  Detroit  in  March,  1854, 
and  in  May  of  that  year  had  located  in  Romeo 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Af- 
ter leaving  Dickenson  Institute  he  was  for 
three  years  superintendent  of  public  schools 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  later  for  five  years  at  Jack- 


sou.  Prof.  Briggs  for  a  long  tinie  kopt  his 
residence  in  the  county,  although  engaged  in 
work  elsewhere.  During  the  year  1871-2  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  schools  at  Mt.  Clem- 
ens, and  was  for  four  years  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Macomb  County  schools.  In  No- 
vember, 1872,  he  was  elected  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  was  later 
appointed  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  after 
which  time  his  home  was  mostly  at  Lansing. 
He  died  at  Romeo  in  1902. 

Prof.  Ceorge  W.  Perry  succeeded  I'rof. 
Briggs,  and  he  in  turn  was  followed  hy  Prof. 
Daniel  J.  Poor,  who  came  in  the  I'all  of  185!), 
and  continued  until  1867,  at  which  tiiue  the 
Dickenson  Institute  building  was  purchased 
by  the  Union  school  district  and  the  Dicken- 
son Institute  passed  out  of  existence. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  school  property 
in  the  Romeo  District  is  !|i27,400.00.  The 
school  is  well  organized  and  etiuipped  and 
maintains  the  character  and  reputation  which 
Romeo's  schools  have  long  hekl  as  among  the 
best  of  the  State. 

Romeo  has  for  a  long  time  sustained  two 
very  successful  banks.  The  Romeo  Savings 
Bank  being  the  successor  of  the  First  Xational 
Bank  of  Romeo,  was  organized  under  the  lat- 
ter name  December  12th,  1863,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  *100,000,  and  was  iviiK-ur|)onited  un- 
der its  present  naiue  as  u  nhilc  Imiik  in  M;iv, 
1897,  with  a  capitni  stn.'k  af  .t.'ui.iHili.  Its 
original  directors  were  Neil  tirnv.  Iv  W.  (lid- 
dings,  Edward  S.  Suowr.  Elisb;i  T.  Jlead. 
Hugh  Gray,  John  Smith,  Jr..  .M.  A.  liidcUngs, 
John  W.  Dyer,  and  AVell.'^  I'.uri.  Dr.  Neil 
Gray  was  its  ]>residi*iit  U]i  to  Jainiarv  1st, 
1869,  and  k»h  MUmM  hv  E.  W.  Giddings 
(1869-71).  -M.  A.  Ciddih-s  (1874-84).  John 
I.  Brabb  (1884-94),  inid  Jlarvil  I.  Brabb.  Its 
cashiers  have  been  Levant  C.  Mclutyre.  IT.  O. 
Smith,  Charles  M.  Tackles,  and  L.  E.  Bedell. 
M.  A.  Giddin^  has  the  unique  honor  of  hav- 
ing been  continuously  a  director  of  this  bank 
since  its  organization,  forty-two  years  ago. 
The  resources  of  the  bank,  according  to  a  re- 
port, the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  were 
!li515,225. 

'llie  Citizens'  National  Bank  was  organized 
in  1874  with  E.  W.  Giddings  as  President; 
John  Smith,  Jr.,  as  Vice-President,  and  S.  A. 
Reade  as  Cashier.  The  officers  of  the  bank 
continued  the  same  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dings in  1902,  when  John  Smith,  Jr.,  became 
President.  Henry  J.  McKay  is  now  Vice- 
President  and  Mr.  Reade  still  cashier,  assisted 
for  the  past  few  years  by  R.  S.  Reade.  This 
bank  has  also  been  eminently  successful  and 
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has  tlif  foiifidonw  of  tlu;  eiitii'u  community.  xiared  by  the  surveyor,  he  (iiade  heief  notes  on 

A  <lii'eetory  ol  t\ie  business  men  of  Komeo  the  soil,  timber  and  topograpliy  which,  while 

in  1S~>':>  wonhl  show  in  part  the  American  Ho-  not  very  Mattering  yet  did  not  discourage  the 

lei,  tun  by  I'.  S.  'IV'ller  and  the  Tibbies  House,  taking  up  of  the  land  by  those  who  were  look- 

riin  hy  B.  11.  Tibbies;  tlie  business  houses  of  ing  for  homes. 

Dii-keiison.  (Ii(l(li(ii;s  it  Co.,  (.'.  H.  Xewbury  &  Appropriating  again  the  work  of  George  II. 

Co.,  -lobri  W.  Dyei',  (ieeil  &  MeCollnm,  Brabb  Cannon,   it   appears  tliat  Asahel   Bailey,   of 

&  Wright,  A.  B.  Avers,  lloyt  &  >.'ye,  S.  A.  New  York,  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 

I'iteh,  J,  Ayers,  Ci.  Washer,  A.  B.  Rowles,  C.  buyer  of  government  lands  in  this  town,  his 

F.  iMiJIer,  Poole  &  Tillson,  E.  Q.  and  J.  J.  entry  was  made  July  3d,  1821,  for  the  east 

Chamberlin.  A.  McCloud,  Ben.iaiuin  &  Laza-  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  33. 

lier,  AV,  Loud.  V..  S.  Snover;  the  Doctors,  A.  The  land  selected  was  far  from  being  the  best 

T   |j,   ti    S   I     \utltms,  Philo  Tillson  W  W  ti^htv   icics  in  thi  town  and  in  fact  can  hird 

(  I  (\  Iv  bL  das-iid  as  up  to  the  i^eiagt     Mr  BaiU> 

M   \    1:,Mitli\    ot  tin.  Romeo  \isius    DLxtci  piobablv  midt   no  ]nipio\i.muit    but  subsc 

\lussL\    ind  A    B    A^i-s     Justius    ot    the  qiunth  botvht  othei  go^cmmuit  I  iml  ui  tlu 

J  1  jLt    A   P   Buwei  and  E   Aanbui^jiLr   sur  noithtni    portion    of   the   town       lollip«in„ 

\i\ois    P   II    T<rsi>    (mubk  woiks)     R    S  flo'^   to  Air   Badev  came  Gideon  t  itis   who 

P)ii  I'll    (Ji  nlist     \    1  iluui    iiid  D   Hams  two  da-ys  latu— Julv  Jth   1821— tnteitd  land 

I  il  iin  1  jijiliis  mil  lIiihiiiTi  i^  l-jiiiii  sash,  m  stetion  27  The  othei  bujers  ot  land  m 
uiil  liiiii  I  111  mill  II  tun  IS  section  3J  wtie  Georgt,  Wilson,  of  Livingston 

\<.  liistun    oi    tins   hi  lutilul   Milage   cin  County    N  "V  ,  who  seemed  the  southeast  one 

jiioj.[t]\  be  tonsidiied  Lompkte  that  does  not  quartti    Sqitemher  M   1821     John  Bennttt, 

f<ll  in  uioic.  dutad  than  is  poshdde  Ikil  of  the  of  Gtnesie  Countj,  N   Y,  took  the  east  one 

liMs   and   (ftnits   ot  thosi    111  n    iiid  woui<n  half  of  iiortht  1st  one  quirter  '^eptembei  20th 

ivbosi    .iiM.i        in!          Ml         III    .    I  I   iii.lil   I  I  'on    \u(lins    ot  thi    s  iiin    pi  |m     •.enindtht 

itsjni    Mil           I          I                       I            I          I         I  "1--1-    'lUi    Init     .t    tb.     iiMtb    it    in     qii  iitei 

SI,  «il]       II           I          II                         III       III  Snriis  J  inliii-linii    boiuii!    Ill,    .  1  t   <  m  bnit 

its   hti      nil    111     I       lin                II            II,        I  nlnoilbwist  iMi    i|iiiilii     Inn    11    ls_      whik 

Tlidt    nnpi,   s  up  11  Its  in  i_i   ss       I  lu    1,  Milts  llu   Mi  si  -t.   lull     1   Ibil  i|nnl    1     u  turn  w  is 

hn,     nistibid  IliMi    IiImi       iiid   till    bi  iiitks  til(nb\    XilliinMiIKi     Iiih    7    IV  ,      \.\t 

,t    till     |)Ik.      its    siliimls     its    'jiunbis     its  to  15  ill  \       inii    li     i      11  tb(    wi  st  w  is  tint  i  t 

hiiMii    w.llshi.l.d  stmts    Its  suml   lif«     mil  1  Mm   (   1  M             I  1  1     IT    lh2i 

Its  \u\   piopli    Ikju   -o^Mit  t.stntiom    to  lh<  In    M             M               iit  ot  thi    town    when 

i\Mlhn<<    of   th,    woil     ot   tliisi     iijilMs    ot  th.    \   II            I    I              iim   m  pait  IS  loeited 

Koiiuii       llu    luiiitni    ottliiii    hbois    mi!  Ili  1                1                  Ithmuit  toimin_r    Se\ 

tin     tnhuti    tn  tbiii    woith    tiinst    )i_i(ttiin\  1  j  il  I    1                  I          n    lnul  th(u  and  two  or 

III    htt  tn  s(,iiii    oiii    \\liost     i(i|niiiit  nil  I    witli  iiion    \  Ini          1  1  1          llu  location  was  known 

111.    insi    111, I  [I].   (lit  (  iti  (lis  ot    I  iiiiuo     iiid  IS  111         III             i_i        or  "no\e\    Stttle 

«1m'     il>ilit\     nul   I  isiin    willinihl     bnii  01  imnt         J  >l    Hum  >   ,ms  thcr.  with  his  taiinh 

111  1  Tn  llu  1I1M11  iiislii        M  i\   Knit ot  1<  H_  as  caiK   as  lt>22    and  must  hive  ^ne  thtie 

II  iM    lo  u  lit  ini  sill  b    111  liistun  111  soon  ifti  r  the  sui\c\s  wtit   madi       He  was 

fiist  in  the  town  m  f.ection   ^3   where  he  ir 

CIIAPllIv  X\l\  mill  li!  <]\   in  1S20  and  madt  soiac  impiove 

HiMils    whuli   hL   sold  to  Gtor'e  Wilson  m 

WiiiimorON  T0« Ksim  1^,,      j,„,  ,,„i,  „  j„„,„  „j  ,^„  j„j  ^^^^^^ 

\s    Ills    !  (    1     t  *   !    b  fnti      W  isbington  m  the  township     Attei  silling  to  'ftiLson   he 

ln\Mis]ii|p  \                       '      I  III  IJtIi    1S27   bv  bought  land  on  '■tetion  2   wIkic  he  h^ed  foi 

iitinii  ot  ih          I  I               I  It  il    il  thi   tein  some  time  at  leist     His  entn   is  dited  No 

tni\      It    lliin    III   III  I    I    III     1   intni\    now  m  vemhei  10    1823 

])]iK(  md  tbi  hist  townsliip  nn  i  ting  was  stt  Job  Hoxi^  eame  to  this  region  fiora  Gin 
to  Im  111  l<I  it  the  school  house  neai  John  ida  where  he  had  been  a  Inmbemian  on  the 
lloll  mi!  s  When  first  oigimzed,  theie  were  Pt  Lawrence  Rnei,  and  piobibly  was  much 
al)out  forty  families  in  the  town.  Like  the  at  home  with  the  Trench  and  Indians,  Ar- 
rest of  the  western  tier  of  townships  in  the  riving  at  Detroit,  he  and  his  son  Job  found 
eoiinty,  Washington  was  sun'eyed  by  Joseph  employment  on  the  farm  of  General  Cass.  We 
Raiiiplei'  in  the  autumn  of  1817.  Although  no  note  that  General  Lewis  Cass  entered  lands  on 
general   di'serlption  of  the  country  was  pre-  section  2,  September  2,  1822.    This  fact  leads 
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us  to  suppose  IToxey  to  have  induced  the  Gen- 
eral to  make  the  purchase.  Iloxey  entered  an 
adjoining  eighty  acres  the  following  year, 
earning  the  money  for  making  the  purchase 
by  working  for  General  Cass. 

Ilosey,  senior,  died  soon  after,  and  was  biir- 
ied  at  the  Indian  Village,  now  Romeo.  Job 
Iloxey,  Jr.,  lived  to  be  an  old  man.  I  knew 
him  well,  as  he  Vl'ob  a  frequent  visitor  at  my 
father's,  in  t^iwnship  of  Shelby,  tifty  yeai's 
ago.  At  that  time  he  had  become  largely  de- 
pendent upon  the  public  for  his  support.  He 
removed  later  to  Lapeer  County.  He  bore  a 
bad  character  while  young,  but  became  con- 
verted under  the  ministrations  of  the  Rev. 
John  Cannon— a  pioneer  minister — and  led 
thereafter  a  truly  Christian  life.  He  had 
much  to  say  about  General  Cass,  whom  he 
greatly  admired ;  but  to  whom  he  was  bitterly 
opposed  in  politics.  He  and  his  father  bought 
a  yoke  of  oxen  of  the  General,  paying  for  them 
in  work. 

Referring  again  to  section  2  we  find  that 
Lewis  Cass,  of  Detroit,  had  made  the  first  en- 
try of  land  in  that  section  for  the  east  one- 
half  of  the  northwest  one-quarter.  Job  Hoxey 
made  the  next  purchase  of  the  west  one-half  of 
the  northwest  one-quarter.  In  1824  the  buy- 
ers were  Horace  Foote  and  Asahel  Bailey, 
Gordon  Ilovey  and  Horace  Foote  in  1825,  Wil- 
liam Abbott  in  1827  and  Eben  Kimball  in 
1829. 

In  section  1,  Benjamin  N.  Freeman  bought 
in  1825,  George  Smith  and  Richard  Jersey  in 
1826,  Nathaniel  Bennett  and  Ann  Powell  in 
1828,  Charles  C.  Trowbridge  in  1829,  Ro- 
dolphus  S.  Richards  in  1830,  and  Gad  Cham- 
berlin  in  1831,  On  section  3,  the  buyers  were 
Silas  Scott  in  1824,  Michael  Hopkins  and  Dan- 
iel Smith  in  1825.  RosweU  "Webster  in  1826, 
George  Perkins,  Samuel  Cooley  and  Nelson 
Lowell  in  1831,  In  section  4  Michael  Hop- 
kins in  1825,  Dorcas  Scott  and  Henry  Price  in 
1832,  George  Fisher  in  1834,  Isaac  Hnbbell 
and  Jacob  Beekman  in  1835,  Hannah  Brabbs, 
John  H,  Chaffee  and  Isaac  Brabbs  in  1836, 
The  buyers  of  government  land  in  section  5 
were  Newman  C.  Griswold  in  1830,  Isaac 
Brabbs  in  1831,  1833-4,  Arnold  Spencer  in 
1834-5,  John  Brabl)s  and  Marvil  Shaw  in 
1835,  Marvil  Shaw,  Hennan  Holmes  and 
George  Brabbs  in  1836.  In  section  6  the  buy- 
ers were  Henry  Conner,  of  Detroit,  in  1822, 
Noble  Culver  in  1831,  Amos  Graves  and  Leb- 
beus  Graves  in  1832,  Samuel  B.  Spencer,  of 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833.  In  section  7, 
James  Thorington  in  1830,  Amos  Graves  in 
1832,   Samuel  B.   Spencer  in  1833,  Lebbeus 


Graves,  Ti  in  1814  1  itt  1  hm  n  ui  1835, 
Edwin  '1  Wiko\  \li  it  A\  Mill  i  Samuel 
Thompson  Eb(n  /  i  M  I  li  l|)  irid  Vlbertus 
Cray  in  1836  A\u  M  i  «  i  il  o  a  pur- 
chaser, but  the  ditc  is  not  it  hind  On  sec- 
tion 8,  the  buvLis  weic  Jamts  Ihomton  in 
1825,  Iliiam  M  Hopkins  Sheinian  R  Hop- 
kins and  Hiiah  Thorm^on  in  18il  Ezra 
Loomis  in  18-i.^  Elijah  Ihoiin^on  Stephen 
W.  Grinnell  m  1834,  Elijah  Thonngton,  Jolin 
A.  Tinsman  and  Charles  Pudney  in  1836,  Mar- 
vil Shaw  in  1837. 

In  section  9,  James  Thornton  bought  three 
eighty-acre  lots  in  1825,  and  John  Sowles  one, 
"William  Allen  one  in  1826,  Noah  Isham  in 
1830,  James  Thorington,  Jr.,  in  1S.S2,  James 
Thorington  in  1833,  John  A.  TIiiwiikiii  in  1834 
and  1835,  In  section  10,  tin'  buyers  won; 
James  A,  Starkweather,  of  Coiincctic^ut, 
Channe«y  Throop,  Philip  Price  and  Henry 
Morris  in  1825;  John  Price  and  Noah  Cooley 
bought  in  1831,  Silas  Scott  in  1832,  and  Jolni 
Price  in  1833.  On  section  11  the  first  to  buy 
was  Freeborn  Ileaiy,  who  entered  160  acres 
in  1822,  Alexander  Tackles,  Jr.,  Daniel  B. 
"Webster  and  Edward  Arnold,  in  the  order 
named,  in  1824;  Nathaniel  Taylor  in  1831. 
The  buyers  in  section  12  in  the  order  named 
were,  Benjamin  Could  and  Henry  Morris  in 

1824,  Jefferson  Nye  in  1825.  Airhiluilcl  Powell 
in  1827,  Abraham  Powell,  Anson  lifisinl, 
Erastns  Smith  and  Abram  T.  I'micll  in  1^^31. 
Isaiah  S.  Becraft  in  1833,  Thosi'  wlio  pnr- 
ehased  on  section  13  were,  Silas  Hayden  in 

1825,  Jefferson  Nye  in  1826,  Emotas  P.  Hast- 
ings in  1827,  Christopher  Arnold  in  1830,  and 
John  Look  in  1831. 

In  section  14  those  who  entered  lands  were, 
David  Hill,  Philip  Price.  Jeremiah  Lockwood, 
Christopher  Arnold  and  Cyrenus  Arnold  in 
1823,  Andrew  Still  in  1825  and  Christopher 
Arnold  in  1827.  In  section  15  Edward  Ar- 
nold bought  in  1823,  Philip  Price  in  1824, 
Orthnill  Stone  and  L.yman  Thompson  Jannv 
in  1825,  and  Archibald  Powell  in  1827.  Sec- 
tion 16  being  ajwigned  to  the  state  as  school 
land  was  acquired  by  several  parties;  J.  A. 
Tinsman,  F.  H.  Stephens,  Marvil  Shaw,  John 
Gibbs  and  Joseph  Gardner,  partial  payment 
was  made  b.Y  them  all  September  12,  1837,  and 
they  allowed  their  final  payment  to  run  for 
fram  seventeen  to  twenty-six  years.  This  is 
a  matter  worthy  of  note,  as  the  purchasers 
were  among  the  most  prosperous  in  the  town. 
They  evidently  preferred  to  pay  interest.  A 
part  of  section  17  was  purchased  by  John 
Sowle  in  1825,  Noah  Isham  and  James  Allen 
in  1830,  John  Sowle  in  1831,  Ezra  Loomis  in 
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18;i2,  A:u-i>n  lliiiiii's  and  John  J.iiwjviieo  in 
lS;i5,  -loliii  A.  ■I'iiisiimii  ill  1H;!6.  The  buyers 
of  sii'utiiiii  18  wore,  Jolm  Sowle  in  1828,  Noah 
Islimi]  Hiid  William  Soule  in  1831,  Townsend 

Loi'kwood  in  18:^,  James  Bolton  in  ISBS,  John 
V:  Lawr,'n<^-  in  lH:i4.  .Josi'pli  Ci-mv.-s  in  1835, 
.Icptcr  Wi'ntt.  I'ollv  Craves  and  Sanuid 
Thoiiips.)])  ill  IHiiC,  l)ii\i,i  ;irid  Wiltso  (llaspie 
in  IS:iS.  'J-lu'  Itiiv.Ts  of  sc-tion  111  in  tiio  ordor 
jiniiUMl    wtv.    l{nl),Tt    Tnuiisi-nd    and    Ilinnii 


Ca 
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LawNnn  in  1J<:^7.  llirani  Calkins  in  lS:ii)  and 
1S;{1,  iuid  Sainiiol  Thoniiwmi.  of  Nc\v  York 
City,  in  1836.  Thow-  who  cHt.'ivd  lands  on 
section  20  wore,  Jnsi.ih  .lewutt  in  l,S2r>,  Binija- 
min  .^R■(ll■oiIm■  in  l^^^l*-  Towjwen.l  l.oekwood. 
John  Sniil...  and  Edward  lloai'd  in  18:10,  Al)el 
Dolin-  ill  18:11,  Isaac  Hoard  in  18:!2,  and 
Clnudcs  1).  jiaddcu  in  18;i:H,  The  Imy.n-s  of 
section  21  wore,  Ancel  Norton  in  ISli:^,  Ed.  l\ 
KeCK.  lialiJi  Wadliains  and  D^inicl  'J'lmrston. 
Jr..  in  1824,  Xatlniii  Xvc  in  lS2r).  and  Uvnvv 
:\Ion-is  ill  18:>S. 

Section  22  was  ol)tainod  liv  .Marcus  Xvo. 
Z<'lHdoii  llavdcn  and  Aaron  Stone  in  1822, 
Jleiirv  Jersev,  l'hni|)  Price  mid  .lolni  I),  Hol- 
land in  lS2;i.  (loo.  W.  Scraiitnn  in  lHL>.'i,  and 
John  I).  Ilollnnd  in  18:^0.  The  hiivers  in  see- 
tinii  2;i  were,  Henry  .Morris  in  182:i.  Alex.  Me- 
Civ-or  in  182r>,  Tlioums  Kow-arth  in  1827. 
Joshua  Diisiiiff  and  Anson  Taft  in  18;i0,  and 
Joshua  Hnsin^^  in  1831.  On  fieetioii  24,  the 
IHirclne^ors  wcro.  Silas  Ilavden  in  1825.  Orscl 
Dudley  and  Isaac  .Moore  in  1828,  Isaac  .Moore 
in  ImJIi.  Mva  Cn'U'iirv  and  Sanford  "Woi.il  in 
lS:ii),  ;ind  [;..val  1;.  Hear  in  18:i:l.  In  secliou 
LTi  \hr  land  Inuors  ^voro  I'alel)  Willhain  in 
18251  anil  18:!0.  Anson  (iriiincll  in  18:{I,  liar- 
men  S.  TorwilliKor.  Lvnian  "Whitnev.  Prain- 
ard    Kowlc\'.   and    Hichard  Cai'loton    in    18:}2. 


id  Hat 
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in  ih;;;!,  in  so 
nicnt  land  were.  John  Ilosoin  182.\  John  Potv 
and  David  lliird  in  18:i0,  Willcos  Stewart  in 
18:!1.  Solniiton  Kooler,  Thoiiian  Alienietliy  and 
ircnvy  Brainard  in  1832,  Kichard  Carleton  in 
18:}:?.  Section  27  was  taken  l)v  Gideon  Gates 
and  Xathan  Nve  in  1821,  Iddo  Warner  and 
Xathan  X.vo,  Jr.,  in  1823,  and  Nathan  Nye  in 
18:i0.  Those  who  pnrehased  in  section  28 
w-ere  Lazarus  Green  in  1821,  Otis  Lamb  in 
1822.  Jaseph  Miller  in  1823,  Jefferson  Nye  in 
1824,  Edward  Hoard  in  1826,  Price  B.  Web- 
ster in  1828,  Jacob  :srcCracken  in  1832.  and 
Samuel  F.  Lanning  in  1835.  Section  29  was 
bought  by  John  M.  Welch  and  Benjamin  Mc- 
(iresror  in  1826,  John  S.  Axford  in  1831  and 
1835,  Henry  K.  Orissman  and  Channeey  Mor- 


gan ill  18:^6.  Section  30  was  taken  by  Benja- 
min iVIartin  in  1824,  Delsanno  Jones,  Iliram 
Calkins  and  Lebbens  Loekwood  in  1825,  John 
S.  Axford  and  Lebbens  Loekwood  in  1826  and 
Jolm  Giles  in  1831.  The  buyers  of  section  31 
were,  Wm.  A.  Burt,  and  John  Allen  in  1822, 
John  S.  Axford  in  1823,  Robert  Hazard  in 
1825,  jVrariah  ilillard  and  John  S.  Axford  in 
1832,  Those  who  obtained  title  to  section  32 
wore,  Arba  Smith  and  Joanna  McDonald  in 
1824,  Arba  Smith  in  1825,  Ephraini  Graves 
in  1827,  John  S.  Axford  and  Jeremiah  Loek- 
wood in  1829,  Jeremiah  Loekwood  in  1830, 
and  John  S.  Axford  in  1831,  Section  33  was 
taken  bv  Asahel  Bailev,  George  Wilson,  Elon 
Andriis'  and  JohTi  Ponnott  in  1821,  Bardm 
Bnrliii^li;i.,i,  I.e.tn-  (liddin-s  and  Nathan  B. 
Jliller  in  l.^'J:;.  Sretion  :M  was  set  off  to  the 
state  as  s.ilt  sprinu'  land  and  was  sold  in  1849 
lo  Joseph  Miller,  Loreii  Andnis,  David  W. 
Noycs  and  John  Cannon,  all  residents  of  Ma- 
oonib  Coiintv.  The  Kovernnient  gave  patents 
on  section  :i')  to  Jolm  Koolcr  in  1825,  Lydia 
iiinnin  in  18:U,  Hiram  Koolor,  John  Keoler 
and  Xalhan  Koelor  in  lS:i2.  Acil  Goff  in  1833. 
an<l  Jacob  Harris  (no  dato  given).  Section 
:!l)  was  hon^dil  liv  Charles  'J'uhhs  and  Joseph 
Sias  in  18;!1,  Honjaniin  Kowlev,  Septcr  Seott, 
.Marvin  Wilbur  and  Josiab  T.  Robinson  in 
18;i2,  Alliin  I'orter,  Janios  P.  Keeler  and  Isaac 
Hoard  in  1833. 

It  i\'ill  be  remembered  that  Asahel  Bailey 
made  the  first  eiitrv  of  land  in  the  township, 
Jiilv  :j,  182L  Ho  was  from  Xow  York.  Da- 
vid and  Wiltso  Claspie  hoii-hl  tile  hist  forty- 
ainv  lol.  .Mav  2,  1S:1S.  It  will  Ihns  he  seen 
(hat  in  a  littlo  liv^s  than  17  vears  all  the  gov- 
ornnient  lands  in  Hie  to\^  n^llip  ol'  Wasliington 
had  pas,sod  into  the  liaink  of  priiale  parties. 
The  niniibor  of  j.iircliasers  was  .*no  hinidred 
and  eisht,v-six,  am!  of  those  se^'oii  ^\'cre  women 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ann  Powell, 
Hannah  Brabbs,  Dorcas  Scott,  Polly  Graves, 
Jlariah  Millard,  Joanna  McDonald,  Lydia  In- 
man.  The  purchaser  of  the  largest  tract  (720 
acres)  was  John  S.  Axford;  Hirain  Calkins, 
John  Sowle  and  James  Thorington  480  acres 
each;  Philip  Price  400  acres;  Marvil  Shaw 
and  Daniel  Thurston  320  acres  each.  Nearly 
all  settlers  came  from  central  and  western  New 
York. 

The  people  of  Washington  have  been  well 
reprisented  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the 
state.  Among  its  noted  men,  Wm.  A.  Burt, 
one  of  its  first  settlers,  easily  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  list.  He  was  a  member  of  the  ter- 
ritorial council,  serving  in  1826  and  1827,  also 
ill  the  legislature  in  1853  and  1854.    He  was 
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a  meehanieal  genius  and  inventor  of  high  rank. 
His  principal  inventions  were  a  typewriting 
machine,  the  solar  compass,  and  an  equatorial 
compass  or  sextant.  Dr.  Dennis  Cooley,  like- 
wise an  early  settler,  was  a  botanist  of  note, 
whose  published  "List  of  plants  common  with- 
in ten  miles  of  Cooley 's  Comers,"  gave  him 
much  publicity  as  well  as  his  classification  of 
plants  collected  under  the  U.  S.  (Jeological 
Survey  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  iu  1848,  Dr. 
Cooley  was  a  correspondent  of  the  most  noted 
botanists  of  his  day. 

The  State  Senators  hailing  from  Romeo 
are,  Dewitt  C.  Walker,  John  N.  Jlellen  and 
Harvey  Mellen;  the  Kepresentatives,  Alexan- 
der TaekeLs,  Daniel  C.  Greene,  George  Chand- 
ler, Cortez  P.  Hooker,  Minot  T,  Jjane,  Chas. 
F.  Mallory,  Elisha  ¥.  Meade,  Dewitt  0.  Walk- 
er, Harvey  Mellen,  Dexter  Jlussy  and  Fred 
Bnzzle. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  which  was  held 
as  appointed,  Gideon  Gates  whs  ch«ien  to 
preside,  and  Isaac  Andrns  to  act  as  clerk.  In 
the  election  which  followed,  John  A.  Axford 
was  elected  supervisor;  John  B.  Holland, 
cleric;  Daniel  B.  Webster,  collector  and  con- 
stable: Asahel  Bailey,  John  Bennett  and  Na- 
thiin  Knijjlit,  assessors;  Alexander  Tackles, 
Jiihn  Bi'nMctt,  Jnmes  Starkweather,  commis- 
sioners; Alliert  Finch  aud  J(seph  Miller,  over- 
wers  of  the  jioor;  Alvin  Knight,  constable; 
Asahel  Bailey,  Elon  Andnis,  Edward  Arnold, 
pound  masters.  A  table  of  the  principal  town 
officers  since  then  is  here  given. 

Supervisors—John  S.  Axford,  1827;  Gideon 
(iatcB,  1828-32 ;  Caleb  Wilbor,  18:^3-37;  Coun- 
ty Commissioners.  18.38-42 :  John  Keeler,  1843 ; 
Erastus  Siiiitli,  1S4I;  -Inlui  Krvl.i'.  lS4ri-4lj; 
Xoiih  Cool.'v.  lS47-4^'  Kni-m-.  Smiili.  IS4U; 
Elisha  Calkins,  \<::0  ■.  Noiili  r,„,|,.v.  l,-.,M.r,2: 
Elisha  Calkins,  lS.">;i-o4;  il^f.sliaU  S.  JJiidley, 
1855;  George  H.  Fenner,  1856;  Hugh  Gray, 
1857;  Erastus  Smith,  1858-71;  Jerome  W. 
Nims,  1872-80;  Stephen  B.  Cannon.  1881-82; 
Jerome  W.  Nims,  1883-1900;  Geo.  W  Mann 
1901-05. 

In  the  foregoing  list  of  supervisors  it  must 
be  remembered  that  fram  1818  to  tht  date  of 
township  election  in  1827,  the  c<ninty  was 
governed  by  commissioners;  from  that  peiiod 
until  1838  by  supervisors;  from  18 IS  until 
early  in  1843,  by  count.y  commissioners  when 
the  supervisors  board  was  re-established 

Clerk^-J^ohn  D.  Holland,  1827-30  Hoiaee 
Foote,  1831 ;  James  Starkweather,  1832 ;  John 
D.  Holland,  1833-44;  Otis  Lamb.  1836-49 ;  Al- 
bert Nye,  1850:  Otis  Lamb.  1852;  George 
Washer,  1853;  Charles  F.  Mallary,  1854-57; 


A.  II.  Poole,  1858;  Albert  E.  Leete,  1859;  C. 
F.  Mallary,  1860-6!);  Nntlian  C.  Bates,  1870; 
Charles  C.  Bradley,  lS71-7.">;  (\>lliiis  Bradley, 
1876;  Byron  J.  Fhini.-i  Iflt,  l-^TT:  Eber  J. 
Dudley.  1878-82:  J.  K.  Moil^iiid,  l,s84;  it.  B. 
Owen,  1885;  Frank  W.  Dash,  lH8ti-llt05. 

Treasurers — Daniel  B.  Webster,  1827;  Wil- 
liam Price,  1828 ;  Alvin  Nye,  1829 ;  Gad  Cham- 
berliu,  1830:  Hiram  Calkins.  1831-33;  II.  Van 
Kleek,  1834;  James  II.  Rose,  1837:  Hiram  Cal- 
kins. 1840;  Orin  P.  S.mtliw,.]],  1842;  James 
II.  Kose,  1844;  Or.sel  DudK-y.  1^51;  Marvin 
Wilbur,  1855;  Morgan  \ve,  18.j* ;  Truman  R. 
Andrus,  1858 ;  John  Cannon,  1861 ;  Elias 
Stone,  1863;  Theron  Cole,  1865;  EUas  L. 
Stone,  1867;  Theron  Cole,  1868;  Jamra  II. 
Rose,  1870 ;  Aaron  B.  Rawles.  1875 ;  Jonathan 
Stone,  1877 ;  Edward  W.  Andrus,  1879 ;  Jona- 
than Stone,  1881 ;  Edward  W.  Andrus,  1883- 
1884;  Samuel  T.  Smith,  1885;  Stephen  B. 
Cannon,  1886-87:  Henry  Bennett,  1888-89; 
William  L.  Dickens,  1890;  Edward  W.  An- 
drus, 1891-92;  George  Kaiser,  1893-94;  Wil- 
liam C.  Hipp,  1895-96;  Jeremiah  Bartholo- 
mew, 1897-98;  Frank  E.  Stone,  1899-1900; 
Howard  II.  Morland,  1900-01;  William  M. 
Chapman,  1902 ;  Henry  Bennett,  1903-04 :  T. 
R.  Crawford,  1905. 

Among  the  localities  in  the  township  which 
merit  a  special  mention,  are  Clifton,  Mt.  Ver- 
non and  Washington.  Clifton  was  the  site  of 
Gray's  mills,  which  for  several  years  before 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  until  about  1880, 
did  a  large  business,  and  gathered  aboiit  them 
quite  a  little  settlement.  Dr.  Neil  Gray,  re- 
ferred to  in  Ray  and  Bruce  histories,  was  one 
of  the  firm  of  Gray  Brothers,  and  Hugh  Gray, 
the  other  partner.  The  mills  are  located  on 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  7  on  the  site 
of  a  mill  which  had  been  burned  at  least  aw 
early  as  1840.  At  one  time  Clifton,  which  was 
a  platted  village,  threatened  to  prove  a  dan- 
gerous rival  to  Romeo,  but  like  all  the  mills 
of  the  country,  it  suffered  from  the  competi- 
tion of  the  western  wheat  fields  and  mills.  The 
mills  remained  in  the  Gray  family  for  a  great 
many  years,  but  in  the  '90 's  the  propert.v  was 
sold  and  passed  into  other  hands.  New  pro- 
cesses have  been  put  into  the  mill  and  the  val- 
uable water  power  is  still  used  for  the  opera- 
tion of  a  successful  country  mill  by  its  pres- 
tnt  owners. 

Mt.  Vernon,  which  is  situated  in  sections 
19  and  30,  is  a  thriving  little  village  commu- 
nity, in  which  has  gathered  a  number  of  busi- 
ness houses,  two  churches  and  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  several  r^idences.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  postoffices  of  the  county. 


>y  Google 


PAST    AND    PRESENT    OF   IHACOMB    COUNTY 


695 


With  thi'f  plnci',  is  iiitimjtteiy  associated  the 
name  of  Williaiii  A.  Biirt,  tlie  inventor  of  tlic 
solar  compass.  He  was  born  iu  Taniiton, 
Mass.,  Jiiiw  IStli,  1792,  of  Scotch  and  English 
ancestry.  The  family  early  eanie  to  western 
Ke\v  York,  where  July  4th,  1813,  Mr.  Burt 
was  iiiiirrii'd  to  Phoebe  Cole.  After  a  short 
i'.\perii'iii'e  in  t\f  war  of  181^  and  an  nnsuc- 
eeK.s]*nl  otn-  in  I'onimereial  enterprises,  Mr. 
Biii-t  turiird  Ins  jitti'ntion  to  thr  Imilding  of 
saw  anil  ftour  mills.  Mssueiatini^  with  himself 
his  broil], ■)'-iji-lM«,  -lotin  Alh4i.  wh.)  was  later 
orn-  >.!■  .Mnn.mli  Comitv's  n'si»-<-t<-d  eitiaens. 
In  ]sn.  Mr  iiic)  u,i«U-  a  ln|.  Hmmgh  the 
i\i-t  uilti  ;i  \i.  AV  (>t  si'krtnn;  n  sitr  to  settle, 
vi^-itmu  Dftfdit  in  tiie  I'lun'se  (jf  the  trip.  In 
iHlili,  ln>  auani  rctunicil  lo  Michijran  and  en- 
fratr''<l  in  mill  Iniildinu  in  Oakland  County.  In 
the  fidl  nf  that  year,  he  selected  tin-  southwest 
qnartiT  <'i'  si'i'tiui  -U  uf  "Washiiijrton  for  a 
homi'.  Tin*  (U'-li'in  hurili'r  of  the  county  was 
tln'iL  ju-l  settling;,  and  Ml'.  Burt  was  one  of 
the  I'ailv  inninviN  of  the  hicalitv.  In  the 
(.[jrin-  uf  is^-l  li..  I, I,, veil  his  fanLilv  as  far  as 
Auhui'ii,  I'aklanil  i'l.njitv.  aiLd  in  the  autumn 
nf  that  v.'jir  m  ttlrd  in  tln>  snhstiintial  lofl 
house  which  lie  luiil  ,.r,-cti-(l  for  Ins  n<-w  home. 
Mr.  IJurt  served  as  a  mcmlicr  (d'  tin-  territory 
Wislatnre  dnrint:  Ihr  ninter  of  l.SL>fi-27.  In 
18;!1  he  was  ele.'ted  emnity  Mirv<-yi)r.  which 
position  he  tilled  for  three  years.  January 
I4th.  1833.  he  received  the  appointment  as 
postmas'ter  of  lit,  Verncni.  which  was  then 
juKl  1 -1,  M'  '1  '  irni  id  \  |icil  of  that  year  he 
was  I     '    '     1  I        iHi'Lje  i]£  this  judicial 

cirei,         1    I  I \ear  he  was  en- 

frajreil  I  |i I  >>n  III  iilIIIs  at  Freder- 
ick, |irohahl,\  loi'  Xnahdiah  Saekett.  In  No- 
vemlier  nf  this  same  year  he  was  appointed 
United  States  Deputy  Snrveyor.  and  for  many 
vears  follow  m  '  1  il'  I'us^.ieed  snrveviufX 
for  many  pt.i  ■     ■   1      ,1  in.I   railroads'and 

other  proj)os..|      Is  «iili  which  the 

stat<'  was  rife,  'i  Ills  I-  ]i>>  [il.n  !■  fur  reeountiufi 
the  exteiLsive  and  henefidal  work  of  .Mr.  Bnut, 
outside  of  tlie  county,  most  conspicuous  of 
which  was  the  invention  and  perfration  of  the 
solar  compass.  He  was  of  a  retiring  disposi- 
tion, jn'aeticat  turn  of  niiud.  an  orif;inal  think- 
er, and  «lieii  once  anniscd  a  hrilliant  conver- 
sationalist. Without  much  school  ediication,  ho 
was  stili  a  scholar,  and  obtained  a  reeofrnition 
amonft  the  scientific  men  of  his  day.  He  took 
active  srrounds  in  favor  of  temperance  K'gisla- 
tion  and  was  of  a  relifrious  tuni  of  mind.  lie 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Mt.  Vernon 
Baptist  Church.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt.  Vernon,     The 


latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Detroit, 
and  his  activity  continued  until  the  very  last, 
as  was  e\-idenced  by  the  fact  that  when  he 
was  stricken  down  with  heart  disease,  August 
18th,  1858,  he  was  giving  instructions  to  a 
class  in  navigation,  astronomy,  and  the  use  of 
his  compass. 

Washington  Village  is  a  community  located 
in  the  northeast  Conner  of  section  3:1,  and  the 
northwest  corner  of  section  34,  and  be- 
cause of  its  being  situated  both  on  the  Air 
Line  llailroad  and  the  Detroit  and  Eouieo 
Electric  Line,  is  one  of  the  most  available 
points  ill  the  township  for  business  purposes. 
It,  however,  was  a  thriving  little  country  vil- 
lage before  it  enjoyed  these  railroad  facilities. 
The  locality  was  tirst  settled  in  1818,  and  for 
a  long  time  its  nearest  shipping  point  was 
I'tiea,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a  daily 
line  of  stages.  There  are  two  churches,  a  well 
organized  school  and  hotels,  stores  and  busi- 
ness houses  that  amply  accommodate  the  de- 
mands of  the  stiri-ouiiding  country,  and  has  a 
population  of  alHiut  250.  F.  G.  Da,vis  runs 
the  general  store,  Dr.  Albert  Yates  is  the  old- 
est resident  physician  and  has  occupied  for 
vears  a  prominent  position  in  th.'  eommnnitv 
More  detailed  mcntn^n  ef  the  ciinivhes  will  be 
foim.l  in  coinii'elMin  with  the  histnry  nf  re- 
ligious org  imitations  iu  the  township 

The  history  of  the  early  schools  nf  Wash- 
ington began  back  as  far  as  1824.  wlien  nniny 
of  the  families  who  hati  eoine  fi'oni  Xew  York 
state  selected  a  site  nn  !''reeburn  Tleal.\  "s  land, 
a  mile  and  a  half  sniilJ]  uf  Ihe  jii-eseni  village 
of  Komeo.  and  In^rc  lntiH  Ihc  Inu  sehnnl  house 
in  which  the  tii'st  ti'aclier  was  Silas  Scott. 
During  the  year  1824,  27  or  2s  ]mpils  '„'atli- 
ered  in  from  miles  about  to  attend  this  sehonl, 
coining  chiefly  over  Indian  trails  through  the 
wilder'uess.  At  the  time,  an  Indian  encamp- 
ment was  nearly  opposite  the  school  house, 
'i'he  teacher,  after  closing  his  school  in  1825, 
purchased  the  farm  near  Komeo.  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  the  eighth  decade  of 
the  last  centurj'.  The  list  of  the  pupils  at 
this  school  will  disclose  the  names  of  most  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  that  h)cality — Price,  Ar- 
nold. Woodman,  Tackles,  Healy,  Chandler, 
Webster,  (]!ould,  Thoringtou,  Phelps,  Smith, 
Finch,  Kittredge  and  Oates. 

In  the  fall  of  1824  another  school  house 
was  built  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  a  short 
distance  south  of  Washington  Village,  Miss 
Emeline  Allen  being  the  first  teacher  here.  In 
the  winter  of  1824-5  the  school  was  taught  by 
Isaac  Andrus  and  Miss  Allen  and  Andrus  di- 
vided the  following  school  year  in  the  same 
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maiiin'r.  During  the  winters  of  1826-7  and 
1827-8,  school  was  taught  by  Nathaniel  Augus- 
tus Baldwin.  Among  other  wielders  of  the 
birch  in  this  school  in  early  days  were  John 
Chapman,  mathematician ;  Abel  "Webster, 
Isaac  JRinfofi.  Is.iai-  Andrus,  John  D.  Hol- 
land, Ihilhy,  Xoycs  niiil  Price. 

ProTii  tlif'si"  liini\l»l>'.  Iiut  efficient  beginnings, 
the  edui'ational  iiitoi'ests  of  Washington  have 
grown  until  in  1904  there  was  needed  for  the 
housing  of  the  school  pupils  in  the  township, 
aside  from  the  portion  of  it  included  in  the 
Romeo  District,  seven  buildings,  with  an  esti- 
mated school  property  of  $7,000.  The  teach- 
er's wages  during  that  year  amoiuated  to 
$2,:i02,  and  the  total  expense  of  the  schools 
was  $■2,535.29,  Two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
out  of  the  311  children  of  school  age  were  en- 
rolled in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

The  i-ii;n:i(  l.-r  <A'  (In'  ■..■iti.'c-,  ol'  Washington 
would  I'-r !■■  ■  i.i  .  ,  ili-i'jible  atten- 
tion to  iii    I  ,1    I  I  ■  I  ■!■■_■■     I  .  ■!  ,    fi'rs,  and  such 

expectali..'. ■   riilnll.-l   li,-.    ilic  facts.     The 

first  circuit  iiiiiiLsturs  were  tlie  Kev.  Messrs. 
Plymj^ton  and  Petit.  Later,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones, 
in  about  182fi,  preached  a  radical  temperance 
sermon  in  the  ]i]V,si'nt  villui;i'  of  Washington 
in  the  coiii'-^i'  ol'  whicli  lie  vrforred  to  the  dis- 
tillery Hs  "till'  D^'vil's  ti'iijHil,''  Among  other 
names  of  tlic  eai'ly  ciivuit  rid('i'«  are  Reynolds, 
Frazer,  Boughman  and  Elliott.  For  a  few 
years,  about  1830,  the  coinmunity,  particular- 
ly the  Howard  and  Carpenter  fauiilips.  ivero 
visited  by  a  few  Free-will  Baptists  and  Chris- 
tian ministers,  among  them  being  Elders 
Shearer.  Landiarkcr  and  Thomas. 

In  1823  six  persons — John  Holland,  Elon 
Andrus,  Nancy  Andrus,  Polly  Greene.  Amelia 
Miller  and  Tjanra  Miller,  adherents  to  the  be- 
liefs of  the  Methodist  Church,  began  holding 
prayer  iti'.tiiiiis  fVcu  lio\iKe  to  house.     The 

Utica,  wli  .  ■!  |l.i..  iii.>  visited  friMii  lime  to 
time  milil  1I11'  liiu  -ilmol  Imuse  iip[iosite  the 
present  c-emeleiy  was  built.  Ilere  they 
occasionally  held  meetings,  conducted  by 
circuit  riders,  among  others  being  Rev.  Elias 
Petit.  Until  1846,  when  a  church  building 
was  erected,  religious  services  were  conducted 
in  various  school  hou-ses.  At  that  time  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Steele  and  Nelson  Barnum  were  in 
charge.  February  24th,  1846,  "the  trustees 
of  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Washington"  made  a  contract  with  Chauncey 
Church  to  build  a  meeting  house  on  the  west 
side  of  section  24  "opposite  Dr.  Cooley's  gar- 
den" to  be  finished  hy  January  1st,  1847,  for 
the  sum  of  $1,150.     This  contract  was  signed 


on  behalf  of  the  church  society  by  Elon  An- 
drus, Abel  Warner,  BenjauLin  llcl.Jivgor,  Da- 
vid W.  Noyes  and  John  Keeler.  The  contract 
for  the  belfry  was  later  made  with  L,  D. 
Cowles.  The  building  was  accepted  and  paid 
for  December  28th,  1846,  at  which  time  it  was 
dedicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crane,  at  that  time 
presiding  elder  of  this  district. 

IMany  changes  have  been  nmde  in  the  church 
building  and  many  have  been  the  pastors  in 
cliarge.  For  years  the  church  was  the  sole 
place  for  religious  meetings  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  although  dedicated  by  the  Jlethodist 
Episcopal  Society,  was  maintained  by  contri- 
butions from  various  sources.  After  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Union  Church  Society  the 
iMethodist  Church  has  lieen  but  little  used  by 
otl  ers  tha      to        s 
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W.  Andrus,  Henry  Bennet  and  AV .  W. 
Vaughan. 

The  charter  members  included  the  names  of 
Jlabel  Ijockwood,  Timothy  Lockwood,  Henry 
Bennet,  Susan  L.  Bennet,  William  A.  Stone, 
Alice  N.  Stone,  Geo.  11.  Cannon,  Lucy  M.  Can- 
non, W.  W.  Norton,  Flora.  Norton,  Jonathan 
Stone,  Marian  C.  Stonr,  Jfuiies  M.  Vaughan, 
Calista  E.  Vaughan,  Levi  E.  CnniiDn,  Lncelia 
fil.  Camion,  Adelbert  Stmie,  E<(waf(l  W.  An- 
drus, George  Wilson,  Levi  1).  Apliiig,  Eliza 
Apling,  William  W.  \'autiliiin,  Ida  B. 
Vaughan,  Betsey  E.  Aiulrus.  Byron  Norton, 
Lucelia  L.  Davis,  David  (i.  Stewart.  Mary  D. 
Stewart,  Clara  C.  Babbitt,  Edwin  Landi,  Caro- 
line Lamb,  II.  W.  Miller,  P.  C.  Miller,  Flora 
Miller,  S.  B.  Cannon,  Sarah  J.  Cannon. 

For  four  years  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Knickerbock- 
er had  been  preaching  to  these  people,  and  he 
now  became  their  regiilar  pastor,  and  so  con- 
tinued for  two  years. 

February  26th,  1880,  the  new  church  build- 
ing was  dedicated  to  Almighty  God.  the  fol- 
lowing ministers. taking  part  in  the  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening  services:    Rev.  C.  W. 
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Kiiii-krilxK-k.'is  Ifvv.  I).  A.  Vi-n-w.  Jtfv.  J.  A, 
Yimii;:',  l!('v.  J.  E.  l);ivis,  l!cv.  WilliiUii  Pktt, 
livv.  .]o\m  Vnmum.  iii'v.  .].  AuR-i^. 

In  ^U\y  following,  m  HiiikImv  S,-hr>ol— the 
jiiiiwry  <,t*  tlic  chiin-h  -w,i.  oi-aui»-d  and  has 
iilway.s  lici'ii  an  i^iiiioi'latit  ami  Houiisliiiii;  part 
oftlK'oi'-ani/ation. 

TiK'  (l(.()rs  of  tliis  ^-liuiv'h  v^civ  i'lvrh-  (ip.'iiiMl 
to  all  (Iciioiiiiiiati.ms,  llir  K.^v.  .1.  A.  Voiui^' 
anil  liuv.  .1,  A)ii('fi  sii|>|)lvini;'  llu-  piil]ii|-  iVic 
SOUR.  linu'.  hi  .May,  ISSl.  tlii'  IJcv.  William 
jMliiiirtdii  lK-5;an  what  was  a  six  v>Mrs'  i>astor- 
■.\U;  and  in  ISHo  lli,.  \i<-v.  John  II.  Paton  be- 
<'Mnii>  onr  of  thrir  imstoi's,  aiid  lias  no  eontin- 
nt'd  f<>i't«Tiitv  vcars. 

Ponn<l,'d  on  tiie  l.road  hasis  ol:  llu'  l'"'allK'i- 
hooiiorCodaiid  th^.  BrothiTliooil  oT  .Man,  iiav- 


i'a<-t.  n 


Mwh 


id    I.' 


ion  III  hi'art  as 
.■  on  ill  thv  -Ol 

cuts   aiKl    VITV 

of   tlio    social. 
iV  ol  this  t.nu 


.41  as 


.  they 
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ted  with  1lu'  Villai.'!'  of  lioiiuv),  and  ivfVmiee 
iiist  Ik'  had  to  llio  ,-ha|>tor  on  that  viliaav  for 
iiHh.T  details. 
The  jHipulation   and   asM^sswl   valnalion  of 
ic  1own.shi|),  as  ylven  hy  the  offl<-iaI  reeords, 

PojHilatioii. 

IW-    l,:{:>;i 

l«4(l    l,;iU 

1S44   1.517 

l«-'>0   1,541 

3'^^'>4    l.:UI) 

1860   1,845 

lS6i   1.785 

3S70    2.058 

^^74-   2.099 

18«l»   1^,031 

1S84   l.flOO 

1890   i;.080 

18H4   1  -173 

1!K)I)    l'((93 

ltH>4    i;8!)7 

Assessed  Valuation, 

1842    $    7(i.427.0{) 

184:(>    94,470.00 

1851   11(i.!)14.00 

1856    (;90,8:{5 110 

1861    (nS,4,SO.0(> 

186fi    (>48,:i50.00 

1871    728.070.IK) 

1876   7;!5.000.00 

1881    1,7:18,000.00 

18!>1    1,600,000.00 

1886   .1,620,000.00 


18!)6    1,-380,000.00 

1901    1,500.000.00 

ClfAI'TEK  XXV. 

TOWNSHIP   OF   BEl^Ci:. 

Much  of  the  history  of  this  townsliip  is  so 
intiinately  comiTOtal  with  Hoineo  that  refer- 
enw  nnist  bo  had  to  the  diaptei'  on  that  vil- 
lage in  this  connection.  The  township  was  at 
the  time  of  its  orijiinal  survey  well  timbered 
with  hickory,  ash,  elni,  inaple  and  liiideii,  with 
some  cedar  and  tamarack  along  the  marshes 
or  streams,  and  a  few  swampy  places.  At  the 
time  of  the  early  settlements,  an  artificial 
structure,  circular  in  form,  was  found  in  sec- 
tion 3.  It  appears  to  have  had  three  gateways 
or  open  passagre  ways  some  ten  feet  in  width, 
and  the  area  included  in  this  work  was  a  little 
more  than  an  acre,  and  the  indications  led  to 
the  conjecture  that  this  and  works  of  similar 
character  were  built  for  some  defensive  pur- 
pose by  a  race  long  since  e.xtiju-t. 

The  township  was  snrveyed  by  Jowpli 
Wampler  on  behalf  of  the  'f:oveni'nient  and 
was  found  to  contain  2.'},;i47  aere-i.  "  IJavid 
Hill,  of  Kt,  Clair  County,  bought  the  fii'st  par- 
eel  of  land  eojiveyed  by  the  Kovernmont  in 
this  to\vn.  the  seleetion  being  the  east  one-half 
of  the  northwest  ijuai-ter  of  section  35,  No- 
vember -JO,  1821,  The  next  to  buy  was  Asahel 
Bailey,  who  Iioiiifbt  the  east  one-half  of  the 
southwest  one-(iuarter  of  the  same  section, 
April  16.  1822.  Only  six  bomrht  lands  in 
l.-^^;!;  in  1824  only  two  bought  lands:  in  1825 
there  Mere  six ;  in  1826-7,  there  were  four  buy- 
ers; in  1828  Cad  Chamberlin  was  the  only 
buyer:  in  1829  three  buyei-s ;  in  1830  there 
were  but  eight,  but  from  that  date  on  the 
numbei's  were  greatly  increased  vearlv  until 
the  lands  had  all  i>ass<-d  from  the  liaiuls  of  the 
government.  The  last  parcel  being  sold  to 
Charles  Lane,  of  Lapeei'  Connty,  Angust  10. 


1847.  the 


r  the 


lest  one-(piar- 


ter  of  the  northw-est  one-qnai'ter  of  section  6. 
John  Townsend,  of  Tlster  (■onnl\-.  New-  York, 
was  the  largest  l)n.ver  of  goyernment  land  in 
the  town,  his  selection  being  on  sections  4,  5, 
6  and  8,  and  aggregated  1.295  acres,  Neil 
(iray  525,  Charles  Killam  518,  Isaiah  Good- 
rich 463,  Leander  Ti-emhle  520,  Amos  Brown 
480,  Albert  Finch  400,  Kufus  Hall  352.  David 
Taylor  351,  John  Gooderich  and  Ileman 
Parmlee  each  320,  John  Reynolds,  Benjamin 
Gould,  Gad  Chamberlin.  John  Taylor,  Jr., 
John  Allen,  Samuel  and  William  Co'oley  each 
240  acres,  Abram  Powell  200  acres,  and  many 
obtained  160  acre-;,  w-liile  the  large.st  number 
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were  content  with  80  or  40-aere  tracts.  These 
biiyers  of  hoiue.s  mostly  eaiiie  from  cen- 
tral New  York,  Erie,  Genesee,  Ulster,  Oneida, 
Livingston,  Jlonroe,  Washington,  Onondaga 
and  several  other  counties  being  represented. 
Two  hailed  from  Connecticut,  one  from  North 
Carolina,  and  one  gave  his  residence  as  the 
State  of  New  York.  Several  were  from  Ma- 
comb, Lapeer,  St.  Clair,  Wayne  and  Oakland 
counties,  this  state.  Among  the  buyers  were 
several  women  who  became  real  estate  owners 
direct  from  the  government.  Jlary  Gray 
boxight  on  section  2,  Leona  Kittridge  and  Re- 
becca Day  on  section  3,  Mary  Ann  Dyer  on 
section  19,  Lucinda  Leavensworth  united  with 
Elihu  and  bought  a  40  on  section  21.  Jlercy 
Benjamin  bought  on  24,  Betsey  Phillips  on 
section  28  and  Lydia  Chamberlin  on  section 
36.  We  have  made  no  attempt  in  this  paper 
to  ascertain  who  iniule  the  tivst  clviiring  or 
erected  tlii>  lirst  hnildiiiji:^  in  the  ttiwnsliip. 
Suffice  it  to  s^iy  t]i;it  llic  towitsliip  iit  liir-rc  was 
speedily  settled  up  ho  that  a  move  was  made 
early  in  the  spring  of  1832  to  fonn  a  separate 
township,  as  tlie  territory  had  been  attached 
heretofore  and  formed  a  portion  of  the  town 
of  Washington.  A  meeting  of  the  settlers  was 
therefore  called  to  assemble  at  the  school 
house,  four  miles  north  of  Komeo  and  a  half 
mile  west  of  the  Pannlee  place,  to  take  this 
matter  into  consideration.  This  meeting  was 
held  early  in  Apjil,  1832.  Chauncey  Goodrich 
presided  and  Martin  BuzkcH  was  chosen  clerk. 
Various  names  were  suggested  for  the  new 
township,  when  one  of  the  Grays,  who  was 
present,  proposed  the  name  of  Bruce  in  honor 
of  the  renowned  Scotch  chieftain,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  acceptable  to  all,  and  was 
adopted  by  the  meetino:.  and  a  year  later, 
March  !>,  1833,  the  township  organization  was 
effected  and  the  first  town  meeting  ordered 
held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  following 
at  the  log  school  house  near  Bushnells." 
(From  paper  prepared  by  Geo.  II.  Cannon.) 

At  this  meeting  the  election  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Gideon  Gates  for  Supervisor,  Mar- 
tin Bnzzell  for  Clerk,  Isaac  Thompson.  .1,  W. 
L.  Collins  and  Je^e  Bishop,  Aasassors:  Eras- 
tus  Day,  George  Throop  and  Heman  Holmes, 
Commissioners  of  Highways:  Gad  Chamber- 
lin, Poor  Director;  Asahel  Bailey,  Treasurer; 
Hiram  Hopkins,  CoUeetor  and  Constable ; 
Erastus  Day,  Plzra  Finch,  Lnlte  Hovey,  R. 
Bancroft,  Daniel  Overson,  L-evi  Washburn 
and.  Mark  Winchell,  Overseers  of  Highways. 
Since  that  date  the  various  township  elections 
have  resulted  in  the  following  oiBeera : 

Siipervisors— Gideon  Gates,  1833-34;  Isaac 


Thompson,  1835-36 ;  Herman  Parinalee,  1837 ; 
County  Commissioners,  1838-42;  Minot  T. 
Lane,  1843-44;  Hiram  Sherman,  1845-49; 
Hugh  Gray,  1850;  George  Chandler,  1851-52; 
Harvey  Mellen,  1853-54;  Joseph  Ayres,  1855- 
1858;  Hiram  Sherman,  1859;  Joseph  Ayres. 
1860-80;  Harvey  MeUen,  1881-82;  George 
Townsend,  1883-1905. 

Clerks— Martin  Buzzell,  1833 ;  Heniy  Por- 
ter, 1834;  James  Bushnell,  1835-36;  Gideon 
Gates,  1837-38;  Cornelius  Everts,  1839;  Co- 
latinus  Day,  1840-41;  Oliver  Canfield,  1842- 
1844;  Jo,seph  A.  C.  Leech,  1845-46;  Ebenezer 
French,  1847-48 ;  Watson  Loud,  1849 ;  Oliver 
Canfield,  1850;  Watson  Loud,  1851-52 ;  Josepli 
Ayres,  1853;  Dexter  Mussey,  1854;  Martin 
BuzzeU,  1855;  William  A.  Frazier,  1856-60; 
Levant  G.  Mclntyre,  1861-63;  Samuel  A. 
Readc,  1864;  Charles  Jones,  1865;  William  A. 
Frazier,  1866-68 ;  George  D.  Muzzey,  1869-71 ; 
Henry  P.  Piper,  1872-73;  Charles  N.  Coe, 
1874-95 ;  Lafayette  H.  Bates,  1896-1905. 

Treasurers — Asahel  Bailey,  1833-34;  John 
W.  Day,  1835-36;  Jeremiah  Miller,  1837-38; 
Hiram  Hopkins,  1839 ;  Cornelius  Everts, 
1840 ;  James  Starkweather,  1841 ;  Henry 
Howarth,  1842;  Martin  T.  Southwell,  1843; 
Samtiel  II.  Ewell,  1844;  Jeremiah  B,  Ayres, 
1845-48;  Nathan  Palmer,  1849;  Lewis  D. 
Owen,  1850-52;  William  B.  Sutton,  1853-56; 
Mai-tin  Buzzell,  1857;  William  B.  Sutton, 
1858-64;  Almagro  Pannelee,  1865-67;  Robert 
Turner,  1872-74;  George  D.  Muzzey,  1875-77; 
Jed  Predmore.  1878-79;  Ephraun  "Van  Bur- 
ger, 1880-83;  Mosra  C.  Hunt,  1884-85;  A.  J. 
Wintermute,  1886;  Jonathan  Stone,  1887-88; 
Jacob  P.  Smith,  1889-90;  Gel  J.  Smith,  1891- 
1892;  William  L.  Ilosner,  1893-94;  Jonathan 
Stone,  1895-96:  John  A.  Throop,  1897-98; 
Abram  T.  Powell,  1899-1900 ;  Jonathan  Stone, 
1901 ;  Fred  Ilosner,  1902-03 ;  J.  Henry  Elliott, 
1904-05. 

The  Scotch  settlement  was  made  in  1830  or 
1831,  when  Dr.  Neil  Gray  and  his  brother 
Hugh  came  to  Romeo,  and  acting  under  the 
advice  of  Jesse  Bishop,  located  the  tract  since 
known  as  the  Gray  farm.  They  had  been  pre- 
ceded bv  Ci-Mwfoi'd,  Wvhe  and  Da\id  Tavlor, 
and  u.Mv  |-oll.i«,'<l  l)y  the  Resides  Reids,  Hop- 
kins, .\liii)N,  "WasNons,  Ilamiltons,  Borlands 
and  Stephens, 

Romeo,  with  its  excellent  schools  hds  natur- 
ally attracted  a  large  part  of  the  educational 
interests  of  the  township.  In  the  ten  school 
districts,  exclusive  of  the  Romeo  District,  how- 
ever, there  is  property  estimated  to  be  $5,525 
and  $2,210  was  expended  for  teacher's  wages 
in  these  districts  during  the  past  year. 
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II  ill  w 
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i  lit"  Brnce  have  sittortli'il 
lills,  v:\(.'h  of  which 
llu.  ilevelupniwit  of 
iiill  ;m(l  Bancrofff* 
r-.t  s;!W  inillw  of  tlie 
tinvn,  while  h;iek  in  nhoiit  IS.'id  Siiiiiiu'l  J>e- 
iieen  iiuil  his  partner,  Smith,  liuilt  n  t;rist  nLiil 
in  the  southwest  comer  of  section  81.  Here 
lliev  did  a  large  and  Hoiirishinir  hiisine^s,  jiar- 
iiei'ihirly  after  the  mills  ;it  Clifton  h:u]  been 
hnnied  and  before  they  were  relnillt  by  thi^ 
Grays.  Deneen  continued  lo  run  the  mill  for 
some  time,  and  afterwiirds  it  \Vi)s  rented  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Wiifjni'r.  After  the  mill 
hnrne{\,  the  mill  site  Wiis  jinrclnised  by  the 
Cicay  Itmthers,  who  owned  at  that  time  both 
the  Clifton  mills  lower  down  the  stream  and 
the  mills  Mt  l,;)keville  further  up.  Their  piir- 
jiose  inH!iHibte<lly  \v;is  larfiely  to  control  the 
water  power  between  the  two  mills.  By  an 
arraii^eiiieiit  with  the  Cvnys.  James  Olaspie 
built  a  plhster  mill  and  rail  it  on  and  off  for 
several  vi>ars.  diirinif  which  time  feed  was  also 
Sroiiiid'heiv.  'J'he  east  mill,  now  called  (ilen 
mill,  loealed  Uu<  miles  west  and  a  half  mile 
north  of  [Jomeo,  was  another  irrist  i;]ill  whieh 
has  liad  a  Ion- sneeessfnl  career. 
The  popiilatimi  of  the  to 
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IHliT  rtH9 

184(»  1.1-2S 

184r>  I,;i7.". 

I8r»(t  ij>7,:> 

1854  1.4:i:i 

IBtiO  1.8(17 

18(i4  1.8:5(1 

1870  2.145 

1874  2.045 

188(1  2,l(i:{ 

1884  2.IIT8 

18!)0  2.021 

18H4  1,!)47 

lilOO  1.78H 

HI04  1,7:!!) 

The  assessed  valnation  of  the  jiMopertv  of 
the  levMiship  as  eiinalized  liy  the  Board  of 
Hnpervisors  has  been  as  follows: 

1842  ^   fi;!.8(il,50 

1846  77.5;!7.0fl 

1851  !)4.2^8.00 

1856  1189.950.00 

18()1  (i41. 180,00 

1866  (i48.:5!K"l.(IO 

1871  77I).70(I.(I0 

1876  7!)(l.0n0.00 

1881  1.780.(100.00 

1886  1.700.000.00 

1891  l.f>50,000.00 


181Ki    1,450,000,00 

liJOl    I,5(i0,000.00 


CITAFTEli  XXVI. 

TUANSPUET.VTION. 

As  has  been  freqiientiv  mentioned  the  wa- 
terwa.vs  furnished  in  the*  early  days,  were  al- 
most the  only  hijibways  about  the  county.   Ac- 

eordiiiiilv  the  i sii'uetJoii  of  some  means  of 

water  eommiiniealion  early  followed  the  set- 
tlements of  the  county  and  raising  of  products 
in  too  great  a  quantity  to  be  transported  in 
canoes.  As  the  eountry  di'veloped.  Iiiuhways 
were  con.striicteil  ahms!'  the  Indian  Ir-ails  oi' 
along  the  ridges  "here,  with  llie  hnsi  labor, 
a  road  could  l)e  made,  wliiili  would  iillow  the 
passage  of  horses  and  the  rude  veliirles  of  the 
time.  Further  progress  and  the  deiniind  for 
easier  ways  of  transportation,  led  to  the  con- 
struction of  plank  roads  along  which  "the 
coach  and  four"  carried  passengers  and  mail, 
as  well  as  slower-jjoing  heavily-laden  wagims. 
Cnstruetion  of  steam  roads  lari;e]y  did  away 
with  the  necessity  for  the  plank  road  and 
its  later  successor,  the  graveled  turnpike. 
and  the  coming  of  the  electric  lines  wiped  out 
the  lasl  of  the  toll  roads.  It  would  he  inter- 
esting to  trace  the  gradual  change  and  im- 
lirovement  iu  these  various  methods  of  trans- 
portation, and  the  writer  presents  here  the  re- 
sults of  a  pains'taking  i-eseareh  of  Henry  0. 
Chapatfln  iipon  the  construction  of  water  ve- 
hicles in  the  county. 

"As  a  result  of  the  absence  of  any  means  of 
transportation  except  by  water  dtiring  the 
early  years  of  the  last  century,  the  building 
of  boats  became  one  of  the  necessary,  and  in 
fact  was  one  of  the  ordinary,  occupations  of 
those  of  the  pioneers  who  had  settled  along 
the  lake  and  the  rivers  of  this  county.  The 
.joni'ue.vs  to  the  settlements,  the  selling  of  their 
f)rodnee  and  the  bringing  home  of  the  supplies 
were  made  successively  by  canoe,  bateau  and 
then  by  small  schooners  or  scows.  These  were 
the  customary  vehicle  of  travel  and  were  built 
in  large  numbers  by  the  dwellers  along  the 
water,  and  ranged  in  size  from  ten  up  to  forty 
f)r  fifty  tons.  They  were  ordinarily  fashioned 
with  blunt  stems  and  sterns,  carried  a  centre- 
board and  were  generally  rigged  as  schooners, 
althoiigh  here  and  there  could  be  found  a 
sloop  rig. 

These  boats  were  good  sailors,  easily 
handled  and  well  fitted  for  the  conditions 
found  in  the  trade  from  Lake  St.  Clair  to  De- 
troit.   The  sailing  of  these  boats  was  a  splen- 
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(lid  sdiool  of  seamanship,  and  niiiiiy  are  the 
men  handling  the  largest  lake  vessels  of  to-day 
who  started  their  work  in  the  wood  seow.  As 
the  county  of  Maeomh  was  for  the  most  part 
heavily  timbered,  the  clearing  of  the  land  pro- 
duced a  very  large  supply  of  every  sort  of 
timber  product.  Staves,  boards,  planks  and 
lumber  formed  a  large  part  of  the  cargoes  of 
these  boats,  and  in  connection  with  flour, 
wheat,  corn,  furs  and  peltries  gave  rise  to  a 
very  large  trade  to  and  from  Detroit.  In  1834, 
a  report  prepared  by  an  engineer  of  the  United 
States  Government,  states  that  the  exports 
from  the  Clinton  River  were  annually  about 
42,000  tons.  Co(ii[ietition  was  very  keen  be- 
tween the  (iwni'i's  and  masters  of  rival  schoon- 
ers, and  I'iii'b  woiilil  niiike  every  effort  to  make 
a  quiekcr  Iriji  liiati  Ihe  other.  A  road  was 
cleared  througli  thu.  woods  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Clinton  River,  and  the  boats,  when  the 
wind  did  not  favor,  were  towed  up  and  down 
the  river  by  means  of  oxen  and  horses.  Three 
round  trips  a  week  between  Detroit  and  Mt. 
Clemens  represented  the  very  fastest  dispatch, 
while  the  ti'ip  to  Chicago  and  return  some- 
times took  six  weeks. 

The  building  of  boats  began  here  at  a  very 
early  day  and  continued  until  the  diminishing 
supply  of  oak  timber  and  the  use  of  iron  and 
steel  in  ship  construction  brought  about  the 
decrease  of  wooden  ship  construction.  The 
building  of  a  boat  in  the  early  days  represent- 
ed a  very  large  amount  of  hand  labor.  After 
the  tree  was  selected,  it  was  felled  by  axemen 
and  hauled  down  to  the  yard  by  teams  of  oxen 
and  horses.  The  log  was  then  taken,  lifted  on 
supports  and  sawed  lengthwise  by  two  men 
using  a  long  saw,  one  man  standing  on  top  of 
the  log  and  one  beneath.  After  being  sawed, 
it  was  shaped  by  broadaxes  and  further  saw- 
ing and  steaming  to  form  the  rib  and  planks, 
which  were  firmly  bolted  together  by  long 
bolts  and  pins.  The  wages  of  the  ship  carpen- 
ters were  from  five  to  six  dollai's  a  day  and 
would  generally  be  taken  in  store  pay.  Mr. 
Antoine  J.  Forton,  one  of  the  older  settlers, 
remembers  that  his  father  took  a  load  of  twen- 
ty cords  of  four-foot  cordwood  to  Detroit  on 
his  scow  and  was  finally  offered  25  cents  a  cord 
for  it,  and  that  in  store  pay. 

Of  the  smallei  sailme  vessels  theie  were 
built  a  very  large  number  of  which  history 
has  kept  the  names  of  a  few  as  well  as  the 
names  of  some  builders,  more  than  oidinarily 
succesafid.  Beginning  on  the  shore  of  Erm 
township,  the  "Sailor  Bo'v  "  "Ilelen",  "News 
Boy",  "Julia",  "Columbus",  and  "L'Ami" 
were  bnilt  by  Louis  Fra/hnr.     "Two  Broth- 


ers", "Two  Sisters",  the  "Jciniiy",  hy  "Wliit- 
more  Brothers.  Then  follow  the  names  of  the 
"Nettie  Fly",  "Wilcox",  "Jennie",  "Free- 
man", "Rooster",  "Elizabeth",  "Reaper", 
"Canadian",  "Blue  Bird",  "Starlight"  iiiiil 
"Honest  Boy." 

In  Harrison  township,  Robert  Thonuis  built 
in  1867  "Frances",  for  Oliver  Chiipaton; 
1871  "May  Rose";  1873,  "Matilda"  for  (Al- 
bert Lacroix  and  Jjouis  Charbonneau,  Kr,. 
"Moneymaker"  for  M.  and  J,  Peltier  and 
"Wildflower"  for  Joe  Bailor,  In  18Gt»  was 
built  near  Liverpool  the  scow  "(iaribaldi", 
named  by  her  owner  Mr.  Rose,  a  patriotic 
Italian.  In  1866,  the  "Edna",  40  tons  wa(^ 
built.  Joseph  Pomaville  built  the  "Wnow 
Ball"  and  then  finished  a  second,  which  hn 
wished  to  name  the  "Suivez  Moi"  (Follow 
Me),  in  scorn  of  aU  other  good  scows,  but  was 
induced  by  the  oiRcials  at  the  custom  house  to 
adopt  the  more  pacific  tenii  of  "Forester." 

Among  the  boats  built  in  the  Clinton  Rivet' 
are  remembered  the  "Marcellus".  Imilt  at  tlic 
village  of  Marcellus  by  Capl,  -Inliii  liaycw; 
"Isaac  Russ",  for  Daniel  Riiss:  "SMiiite 
Marj'",  owned  by  Josejih  Alior,  Si',;  "Sun- 
shine", for  Dupre,  of  Detroit;  "Sweeper", 
for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr.;  "Gliding  Star", 
"Eddie",  "Bertie"  and  "Lakeside." 

Along  the  Baltimore  shore  were  built  the 
"St.  Stephen",  by  Stephen  Rose:  "Green- 
back", by  George  Steiger;  "Sawbut".  ''IIuti- 
ter  ",  "  Betsay  ",  ' '  Presque  Isle  ",  "  Mike ' ', 
"Porter"  and  Napoleon",  in  186;i  the  "J. 
L.  Quinbv",  a  schooner  of  82  tons-.  186i),  "Lii- 
cinda  Lozen";  in  1870.  the  "Wni.  L.  Ax- 
fonl".  :U  Ions:  iii.d  in  1S81  "Iliiisy",  i>  small 
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boat  Imilt  in  ISS^  al  [■■air  Ihivm,  where  w;is 
also  built  the  "J.  S.  Ruby",  128  tons. 

The  fii'st  recorded  building  of  boats  on  the 
Clinton  River  was  in  1820,  when  the  schooner 
"Christian  Clemens"  was  built  for  Oliver 
Newberry,  who  was  a  ver.y  prominent  mei'- 
chant  and  vessel  owner  of  that  daj'.  In  182ti 
the  schooner  "LaGrange",  101  tons,  was  built, 
which  was  one  of  a  large  tieet  of  schooners 
launched  at  that  time,  of  which  we  have  the 
names  of  "General  Warren",  74  tons;  "For- 
ester", 50  tons;  "Harriet",  60  tons;  "Utica", 
40  tons;  "Lark",  25  tons:  "Independence". 
70  tons;  "Governor  Cass",  60  tons:  "Shia- 
wassee ' ',  80  tons. 

The  "Andrew  Jackson"  was  the  first  steam- 
boat built  in  the  Clintim  River.  She  was  a 
sidewheeler  of  49  tons,  built  in  1826  bv  Gray 
&  Gallegher  {wlio  afterward  became  her  eap- 
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taiiii,  iiiid  tviti  in  till'  hiiuIxT  mid  jrraJii  trade 
from  Detroit  to  Lake  Erie  ports  for  several 
years. 

The  "Major  Jack  Downing",  named  for  a 
fictitious  character  noted  in  tlie  political  his- 
tory of  that  time,  was  btiilt  in  1834,  of  54 
tons  burden,  and  was  a  stern  wheeler,  such  as 
are  now  seen  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riv- 
ers. Ill  1828  was  built  the  "Lady  of  the 
Laku",  of  26  tons,  for  Alfred  Ashley,  a  side 
wheel  passenger  steamer.  The  "Macomb" 
and  "Eomeo"  were  built  in  1836  and  1837  re- 
spectively. They  were  also  side  wheel  steam- 
boats and  ran  in  the  upper  lake  passenger 
trade. 

The  "Lady  of  the  Lake"  was  rebuilt  here 
in  1838,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  John  A. 
Sanders,  who  moved  here  in  1848,  and  com- 
menced his  work  as  a  boat  builder,  which  con- 
tinued until  1880,  during  which  time  nearly 
every  lai-ge  boat  constructed  here  was  built  by 
him  or  under  his  direction.  Capt.  Sanders 
was  a  eai'i'fiil,  competent,  thoroughly  reliable 
mail,  anil  his  reputation  as  a  builder  of 
staiK-li  ;iiui  siroii^;'  vessels  was  widespread. 

lie  hiiilt  the  .schooners  "Mariner",  "Eu- 
pliemia",  60  tons,  which  was  sent  to  the  ocean ; 
"Sea  Bird",  for  T.  W.  Snook,  and  the  "Ely- 
dia. "  The  sloop  "Francis"  was  built  for  a 
number  of  young  men,  among  whom  were  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  Fred  Lewis,  and  Malcolm 
BIcLeod.  Among  the  scows  that  he  built  were 
the  "Argus",  "Dan  Tucker",  for  James 
Tucker:  "Mary  Jane",  built  at  the  foot  of 
New  street,  for  Capt.  Whipple;  "Pike",  a 
square  topsail  fast  sailing  scow  which  carried 
grain  and  lumber  to  Detroit;  "J.  A.  Sanders", 
for  Williiim  Jenney;  "Union",  a  large  gaff 
topsail  scow,  for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr.,  and 
Oliver  Chapaton,  and  which  was  iinally  sold 
to  Capt.  Beauvais  at  Fair  Haven;  "Lily 
Dale'"  47  tons,  for  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr., 
and  Edivard  J.  Tucker;  the  "Emily",  for 
Louis  Cliiifbonneau,  Sr.,  and  T.  W.  Snook; 
and  the  "Harriet"  for  T.  W.  Snook. 

The  fii'st  two  steamboats  built  by  Capt.  San- 
ders were  constructed  the  same  as  the  sailing 
vessels.  A  keel  was  laid  and  to  this  planks 
laid  flat  together  to  form  the  bottom  were 
bolted  by  iron  bolts  placed  eighteen  inches 
apart.  The  sides  were  bolted  together  in  the 
same  manner  and  fastened  to  the  bottom 
planks  at  a  right  angle,  in  which  a  keelson 
was  placed.  Ribs  were  not  used,  but  the 
strength  depended  upon  the  solidity  with 
which  the  planks  were  fastened. 

"Nevada"  was  built  in  1865,  41  tons,  16 
horse  power  engine    (high  pressure),   for  a 


company  composed  of  Charles  Lamb,  Wesley 
Hinman,  Charles  Robinson  and  Captain  San- 
ders. Her  engine  is  now  iu  the  sand  scow 
"Wonder".  In  1867  "Arizona"  was  built 
for  T.  W.  Snook,  ran  about  seven  years  when 
her  engine  was  taken  out  and  she  was  made  a 
tow  barge.  The  "Florence"  was  built  in  1869 
for  Oliver  Chapaton  and  Gilbert  Lacroix,  She 
was  56  tons,  20  horse  power,  well  modeled  and 
built  of  rib  and  keel  construction. 

In  1872  the  "Ida",  57  tons,  40  horse  power, 
was  built  for  Capt.  Albert  Tucker  as  a  freight 
steamer.  After  ten  years  she  was  remodeled 
into  a  passenger  boat  and  ran  between  Detroit 
and  Mt.  Clemens  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
was  later  cut  down  into  a  freight  boat  and  sold 
to  Charles  Kath,  by  whom  she  was  sold  in 
Sandusky. 

In  1873  the  "T.  W.  Snook",  168  tons,  112 
horse  power,  was  built  for  T.  "W.  Snook.  She 
was  sold  shortly  after  and  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Capt.  Harris  Baker,  who  now  uses 
the  boat  as  a  wrecker. 

In  1877  the  "Morning  Star",  56  tons,  50 
horse  power,  was  built  for  Gilbert  Lacroix, 
Ijouis  Charbonneau,  Sr.,  and  Miehell  Peltier, 
She  was  finally  sold  to  Brown,  of  Sandusky. 
In- 1879  the  "Louis  Gilbert"  was  built  for 
Gilbert  Lacroix  and  Louis  Charbonneau,  Sr., 
who  sold  her  to  Lonsby  Brothers,  from  whose 
hands  she  passed  to  Lake  Michigan. 

In  1880  the  steain  barge  "City  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens", 69  tons,  was  built  by  Oliver  Chapaton 
and  Gilbert  Lacroix.  She  is  now  owned  in 
Wallaceburg.  In  the  same  year  William  Hall 
and  Rudolph  Kandt  built  the  steam  barge 
"William  Rudolph",  209  tons.  She  ran  in 
the  lumber  trade  and  is  now  in  Lake  Michi- 
gan, In  1882  were  launched  the  steam  barge 
"Handy  Boy"  and  tow  barge  "Nellie",  both 
built  by  William  Hall.  The  "Handy  Boy" 
was  sold  and  the  "Nellie"  rebuilt  into  a  pas- 
senger steamer  about  1887.  She  ran  in  and 
out  the  river  for  some  years. 

In  1880  the  "Virginius"  was  built  by  Wil- 
liam Daley  and  Philip  Shook,  She  was  sold 
soon  after  being  launched  and  her  name 
changed  to  "Ida  M.  Torrent".  The  next  year 
the  same  parties  built  a  second  "Virginius", 
468  tons,  which  was  sold  to  Lake  Michigan 
and  was  renamed  the  "Thos.  D.  Stimpson". 
She  was  afterwards  again  owned  by  a  syndi- 
cate composed  in  part  of  Thos.  W.  Newton, 
Charles  Lonsby,  Anthony  Czizek,  and  by  them 
sold  again. 

In  1887  the  steam  barge  "Atlantis",  93 
tons  was  built  by  T,  W.  Snook  and  Son,  and 
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ran  in  tlie  lumber  and  salt  trade.  She  is  still 
owned  by  this  same  firm. 

There  have  heen  only  two  yachts  hnilt  here, 
"Euna",  by  Henry  Russell,  and  "Roberta", 
25  tons,  in  1888,  by  Charles  Plass,  for  E.  R. 
Egnew.  "Roberta"  was  a  very  handsome,  ex- 
pensive yacht,  which,  after  a  varied  career, 
now  lies  on  the  bottom  of  Lube  Erie. 

The  era  of  the  most  bnilding  and  of  the 
largest  boats  commenced  when  "William  Dulac, 
who  had  been  a  vessel  captain  on  the  lakes,  be- 
gan bnilding  boats  for  the  Tonnwanda  Barge 
Line,  in  which  he  had  an  interest  and  which 
operated  saw  mills  at  Manistique,  Jlichigau. 
A  number  of  boats  were  built  for  them  at  the 
yard  down  the  river,  besides  a  few  for  Mt. 
Clemens  owners. 

The  "Jennett"  was  the  first  boat  built  at 
that  yard.  She  was  312  tons,  a  tow  barge.  In 
1882  was  built  the  "A.  Weston",  steam  barge 
of  511  tons  (net),  for  this  line  and  also  the 
"Elmer",  a  tug  which  was  sent  to  Manistique. 
The  "City  of  Mt.  Clemens",  85  tons,  45  horse 
power,  was  built  in  1884  for  Oliver  Chapaton 
and  Gilbert  Lacroix,  and  run  in  the  lumber 
and  salt  trade.  In  1885  was  launched  the  tow 
barge  "Eleanor",  400  tons,  followed  in  1886 
by  the  steam  barge  "Canisteo",  539  tons.  In 
1887  by  tow  barge  ' '  Aloba ' ',  5(10  tons :  in  1887 
by  the  "P.  B.  Buell".  :<  .\nuh]<-  d.rkcr  of 
1,199  tons,  and  the  "Ann^iln'll  Wikon".  n  tow 
barge  of  467  tons.  In  lH<-<:i  ^\  m-  hiuiirlu'd  the 
"A.  Stewart",  533  tons,  nauied  for  the  master 
builder;  "Benjamin  Harrison",  511  tons,  both 
tow  barges;  the  scow  "Exilda,"  the  "Adele", 
a  small  tug  for  the  Clinton  River,  and  ' '  Lily ' ', 
79  tons,  for  Capt.  John  N.  Tucker,  which  runs 
in  the  Clinton  River,  with  coal  cargoes.  In 
1890  was  launched  the  steamboat  "Byron 
Whitaker",  1,206  tons.  The  same  year  the 
tow  barge  "J.  B.  Lozeu",  was  launched  fol- 
lowed the  next  year  by  the  "Norwalk",  881 
tons,  which  was  the  largest  boat  ever  built 
here,  biiilt  for  the  Shoal  "Water  Transporta- 
tion Company,  composed  in  part  of  Mt.  Clem- 
ens capitalists.  The  engines  and  boilers  of 
this  boat  were  placed  in  position  at  the  ship- 
yard and  heroic  efforts  were  necessary  to  get 
her  to  Lake  St.  Clair.  She  is  still  owned  by 
this  company  and  luns  in  the  ore,  lumber  and 
general  carrying  trade 

In  1895  the  passenger  steamer  "Slineral 
City"  was  launched  for  Bert  Dulac,  who  has 
since  run  her  in  the  pissenger  and  excursion 
trade  in  and  out  the  river 

The  last  boat  built  at  this  yard  was  con- 
structed for  Ihos  "W  N<-\vton  Charles  Kath 
and    "William    Iina^il     nid    ^ns    named  the 


"Clinton."  She  is  a  steam  barge  of  02  tons, 
is  now  in  po^ession  of  the  Lonsby  Lumber 
and  Coal  Company,  and  used  in  the  coal  trade 
from  Ohio  ports  to  Mt.  Clemens. 

But  there  were  seasons  when  the  old  settliTs 
could  not  make  use  of  the  boats,  because  of  the 
ice,  solid  or  floating.  Then  even  in  the  dajs 
of  the  canoe  some  sort  of  a  highway  was  neces- 
sary. When  the  ice  was  solid  it  was  usually 
over  the  ice  that  the  pioneer  traveled  on  foot 
or  with  the  pony.  The  Indian  trail  or  santi 
ridges  furnished  the  guides  for  the  earliest 
of  these  ways,  or  else  they  ran  along  the  banks 
of  the  lake  or  river  on  which,  in  summer,  tin 
traveler's  boat  glided.  Naturally  the  earliest 
roads  ran  along  the  lake  shore,  then  up  tln' 
banks  of  the  rivers.  In  1818  Judge  Bunce,  of 
St.  Clair  County,  made  use  of  a  most  uniiiui' 
highway.  Heavy  ice  had  come  down  frojii 
Lake  Huron  and  blocked  up  the  channels  (it 
the  St.  Clair  River  so  effectually  that  the  w;i 
ters  were  set  back  and  Lake  St.  Clair  and  Do 
troit  River  were  literally  drained.  Thi'  wiiters 
of  the  lake  had  receded  at  least  four  miles 
from  the  shores  in  places.  The  Judge  cliose 
one  of  the  sand  ridges,  formed  in  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  and  drove  along  that  so  far  out 
that  when  about  a  mile  from  IVIilk  River  Point 
he  was  where  water  was  usually  many  feet 
deep  and  fully  four  milra  from  the  ordinary 
shore.  Similar  blockades  have  produced  lilif 
eft'ects  at  various  tunes  since,  but  never,  it  is 
belii'ved,  to  i|uitc  the  same  extent. 

The  r.iiliist  internal  road  constructed  in 
th('  i'Ui(jl\  and,  indeed,  in  the  state,  was  tlu' 
old  M<Tdi:in  <;v  :\Ioi-avian  Road  from  the  Mo- 
ravian Settlement  at  Frederick  to  Connor's 
Creek,  at  Tremble's  Mill,  spoken  of  else- 
where. The  Lake  Shore  and  Rivei'  Roails 
were  established  merely  by  users  and  eluni'ieil 
from  time  to  time  as  the  waters  ate  in  idi  ttn' 
banl(s  or  receded  from  the  marshes,  itii<l  it  was 
not  until  after  the  English  had  abandoned 
the  country  to  the  Americans  that  anything 
like  systematic  efforts  were  made  to  establisli 
legal  highways.  "With  the  founding  of  inte- 
rior settlements  at  Utica,  Romeo,  etc.,  eauLO 
the  call  for  ways  to  reach  them.  With  the 
tide  of  New  Englanders  and  York-Statei-s 
that  began  in  the  '20's,  who  brought  with 
them  the  ideas  current  in  their  former  homes 
of  home-rule  and  local  self-government,  came 
a  demand  for  increased  and  better  ways  of 
reaching  their  new  homes  than  they  had  been 
compelled  to  use  in  coming  in.  Territorial 
and  state  roads  were  called  for  and  laid  out, 
and  yet  it  is  probable  that  outside  of  the  set- 
tlements   themselves   there    were  few  roads. 
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winthy  of  tlu'  iiiiijic,  except  rambling  trails 
('oiuK'ctiiig  the  settlements  before  the  making 
of  the  Military  Road  from  Fort  Gratiot  to 
i''()rt  Wayne,  undertaken  by  the  National 
(jovernnient  as  a  military  measure  in  1827. 
The  start  of  this  idea  has  been  credited  to 
Father  Gabriel  Richard,  the  Priest-Congress- 
man of  Detroit.  The  contracts  for  the  con- 
Kti-uction  of  this  road,  iisnally  taken  in  sec- 
tions of  quarter  or  half  miles  by  the  more  en- 
t.'vpi'ising  of  the  settlers,  called  for  a  roadbed 
liiirty-thrcc  feet  wido,  raised  by  tnrnpiking 
iij)  so  <is  to  hi'  ill  the  I'riitiT  t«'o-and-a-half  or 
three  iiliovc  Ihe  lomlsidi'  ditche-^,  with  suitable 
di'iiiiis.  i-ulvcrls,  l)i'Ldges  iuid  eaiiseways;  for 
a  spiiee  ol'  twenty  feet  on  each  side  of  this 
rofuhviiy.  all  trees  and  underwood  were  to  be 
"felii'd  ill  such  a  manner,  that  no  stump  shall 
lie  left  more  than  a  distance  of  two-thirds  of 
its  diameter,  above  the  general  surface  of  the 
^'louiiil:  and  this  s])aee  is  to  be  cleared  of 
tiiiilier.  bi'iLsh  and  ftrulw  of  every  descrip- 
tion," On  ii  s|>ac<-  of  thirteen  ami  a  half 
feel  adjoiiniiij;  llie  spi\ei>  last  described,  on 
each  siile  of  said  j'liad,  the  tindier  was  also 
to  !.<■  felled,  "but  tlie  same  nuiy  be  done  in 
the  most  eonveiiient  maimer."  It  is  probable 
thai  ill  iiiiiiLy  eases  the  last  mentioned  strip 
of  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  was  never  regarded 
\<y  any  one  as  part  of  the  higliway,  but 
merely  cleared  for  the  benefit  of  the  road,  a 
]proeeNS  that,  although  involving  destrnction 
of  timber,  was  ]>ot  in  those  <lays  liable  to 
iirouse  any  opposition  tin  the  part  of  the  ad- 
joining.' land-owiieL-.  The  foad  having  been 
linill  h\-  Ihe  federal  govei-nuient,  its  care  and 
control'  was  tak<'n  over  bv  the  state  in  1831. 

In  tliis  bitter-  vear  .1  liigliwav  from  :\lt 
nenieiis  to  Sanlt  Kte.  .Maiie  by  way  of  llo- 
ineo,  l,a|iivi'  and  S^minaw  was  aiithoriwd  bv 
tbe  leuislalurr  and  Ihinirl  I.eRoy.  XathaiiicI 
Siiuiri's,  and  lloia<-e  II.  Caiiv  \u're  ap]iointed 
Coinunssioin'rs  lo  lav  out  1lie  same.  Dunjig 
the  same  year  Hoswell  K.  Green,  Horace  Foot 
and  Thomas  Palmer  were  appointed  Com- 
missioners to  lav  out  a  road  from  Konieo  to 
St.  Clair.  In  ]8:i7.  William  Lewis  of  Mt. 
Clemens.  Jleiiiaii  Nye,  and  Aaron  H,  Rnwles 
of  liomi'o  were  iiutlLori>;ed  to  establish  a  I'oad 
from  Mt.  CleiLiens  tbnin^h  the  center  of  Ray 
to  Romeo,  aiid  in  the  following  year  a  similar 
road  from  Mt.  (.'lemens  to  Flower's  Store  in 
Armada,  by  wa\'  of  the  Cirawford  and  Chubb 
settlements  was  planjied  and  Wjn.  Cajifield, 
Stewart  Taylor,  and  Azariah  Prentiss  made 
Commissioners.  Similar  steps  were  taken  in 
1828  for  a  road  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
county   line   between   JIaeoTub   and   Oakland 


Countie-S:  from  Detroit,  "running  by  the  Old 
French  Church  (so-called) ,  above  the  City  of 
Detroit,  *  *  *  to  a  point  between  Na- 
thaniel S<inires  and  Enoch  Ilnntley's  on  the 
River  Clinton;"  in  1833  for  a  road  from  Mt. 
Clemens  to  Shelby  along  the  river;  in  1834  for 
one  from  Jit.  Clemens  to  Chamberlin's  Mills 
in  Lapeer  Co.  and  one  from  Jjeech's  Mills  in 
Macomb  Co.  to  Detroit. 

Not  all  of  these  roads  so  authorized  were 
actually  opened  and  by  1840  the  machinery 
of  road  districts  and  for  the  laying  out  of 
highways  by  township  authorities  had  become 
so  far  perfected  that  little  more  legislation  to 
that  end  was  needed ;  this  work  and  the  mak- 
ing of  a  record  of  the  laying  out  of  highways 
fell  to  the  township  authorities. 

The  40's  and  50's  constitute  the  era  of 
l>lank  roads.  The  Gratiot  was  turned  over 
fiviin  Detroit  to  Mt.  Clemens  to  a  corporation 
who  planked  il  and  collected  toll,  and  only 
todiiy  is  Ihe  lasl  vcslige  id  that  regime  disap- 
pearing:. Another  i»]ank  road  from  Mt.  Clem- 
ens ran  to  Konieo  and  for  years  furnished  the 
chief  IlLoronghfare  between  the  two  chief  vil- 
lages of  the  County.  Another  ran  from 
Utica  down  to  meet  the  Gratiot  at  Utiea 
Junction,  seven  lailus  below  Mt.  Clemens;  an- 
other ran  from  Detroit  up  into  Warren,  while 
the  Komeo  and  Ashley  i'lank  Eoad  brought 
businesis  and  prosperity  to  that  lake  port.  It 
is  ahuost  impossible  for  the  young  of  today 
to  appreciate  tlie  extent  of  the  benefit  to  the 
count.v  that  these  plank  roads  with  their  im- 
pi'ovet!  roadways  fnrnished  to  the  shippers  of 
produce,  Tn  their  best  days  they  were 
thri>nged  witli  a  coiitiiiiious  line  of  wagons 
latlen  with  ont-going  pi'odncts  and  in-coming 
wares.  Along  their  lines  spnuig  up  hotels 
and  taverns  that  were  the  source  of  nuich 
comfort  to  tlu'  traveler,  and  the  scenes  of 
uumy.  many  mii'th-provoking  capers,  the 
homes  of  .jolity  and  inn,  as  well  as  the  een- 
tei-s  of  distribution  of  the  news  of  the  day, 
Thci'e  gathered  nightly,  not  only  the  regular 
teamstci's  who  vear  in  and  vear  out  carried  to 
and  fro  \]v  <-vn-><^  of  the  f;irnis  nnd  the  mer- 
chamlis!'  ''••<  1...  '1  M  v.. .  '■  ,■- ■  l,.,n  j.  .|.  Iml  also 
here,  too,  M  L.    i..'Mhl  v     I    ,■.,  lh  ■■■  j'lliirity 

what  was  giiing  on  outside,  and  the  boys  and 
girls,  to  gaily  trip  the  light  fantastic  toe.  The 
halls  of  these  taverns  were  frequently  in 
rivalry  made  very  large,  and  the  gallants  of 
those  days  were  as  familiar  with  the  number 
of  sets  that  could  form  on  the  floors  of  the 
halls  at  Bronld.yn,  Utiea,  Lutes',  Beebe's  Cor- 
ners,   Burk's  Corners  or  Selleck's  as  is  the 
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iinl  in  I  >  iMtli  til  i\-i\  s  has  bill  stor 
Ihesc  gatheinv  pli<-ts  along  the  lines  of 
plank  roads  and  st&^i.  bne  pUytd  as  un 
portant  a  part  in  the  social  hie  ot  the  county 
as  did  the  roads  m  its  indiihtiial  life  and 
that  can  onh  he  compaicd  with  the  same 
f c  iture   of   our   inodtrn   steam   nnd   tleetiic 

llULS 

lime  maiches  on  and  whit  was  dlmost 
luxnrioiis  LiSL  m  ont  da^v  is  lOugh  hardship 
cf  anothei  iht  coming  of  the  stetim  road^ 
sounded  the  diath  In  11  of  the  plmk  load 
now  geneially  graveled  tumpikts  whit  lit 
tie  passenger  traffic  the  stream  1  id  1  tt  ti  i 
the  stage  coach  the  s,ubmban  l1  i-tii  Im  has 
taken  away,  and  now  runl  fiee  dehveij  tal  ts 
away  the  last  shadow  of  an  excuse  for  a  stage 
line.  Of  these  unromantic  modern  improve- 
ments, with  which  we  are  all  so  familiar,  little 
need  be  said  except  to  give  the  prosaic  in- 
formation of  their  coming. 

The  Detroit  branch  of  the  Grand  Trnnk 
Railway  of  Canada  was  built  under  t!ie  name 
of  the  Detroit  and  Canada  Grand  Trunk 
Junction  Railroad  in  1859  through  the  town- 
ships of  Erin,  Clinton,  Chesterfield,  ijcnox 
and  the  southeast  corners  of  the  townships  of 
Warren,  Macomb  and  Richmond.  Ten  years 
later  the  Michigan  Air  Line  Railroad  was 
built  from  Lenox  (then  Ridgeway)  across  the 
northern  tier  of  townships  to  Romeo  and  in 
1879  extends  westerly  and  southerly  across 
Washington  and  the  northwest  corner  of 
Shelby  to  Pontiae. 

About  the  same  time  the  Detroit  and  Bay 
City  Railway,  now-  a  part  of  the  Michigan 
Central  system,  was  built  almost  exactly  along 
the  line,  and  in  many  ])laces  using  the  old 
i-oadbed  of  the  Detroit  and  Shelby  Railroad, 
the  pride  of  Gurdon  C.  Leech,  the  old  horse, 
straprail  failure  of  the  late  thirties. 

The  pioneer  of  the  electric  lines  is  the  Rapid 
Raih-oad  between  Mt.  Clemens  and  Detroit 
along  the  Gratiot  Turnpike,  which  began  op- 
eration in  July,  1895,  and  has  been  a  pro- 
nounced business  success  since  tliat  time.  The 
local  Mt.  Clemens  line  was  started  in  1890  as 
a  horse-ear  line;  was  combined  with  the  Mt. 
Clemens  and  Lakeside  Traction  Co.  and  be- 
came in  connection  with  its  line  to  Lakeside 
in  Harrison  an  electric  line  in  1897.  The  line 
soon  after  became  a  part  of  the  Detroit,  Mt. 
Clemens  Lalte  Shore  hne,  which  runs  from 
Detroit  via  Grosse  Pointe  up  the  lake  shore  to 
Lakt^ide  and  thence  into  Mt.  Clemens.  The 
following  year  under  the  receivership  of 
Judge  Tucker  the  Detroit  and  River  St.  Clair 
Railway  was  completed  from  Chesterfield  Sta- 


tion on  the  Grand  Trunk  throuj^h  the  town  of 
Chesterfield  and  the  Village  of  New  Balti- 
more on  to  Algonac  and  Marine  City.  This 
becoming  on  its  completion  the  property  of  the 
corporation  owning  the  Rapid,  the  two  were 
connected  by  a  line  along  the  Gratiot  from 
Mt.  Clemens  to  Chesterfield  and  extended  to 
Port  Huron,  and  thus  constituted  at  that  time 
the  longest  electric  line  in  the  coinitiy,  w-lii<-h 
also  soon  ateorbed  the  l-aki'  Shoivi  line.  In 
1899  the  completion  of  the  \Mnni.  Rochester, 
Romeo  and  Lake  Orion  Electric  line  gave  ti> 
the  two  northwestern  towns  of  the  county  fre- 
quent access  to  Detroit  and  outside  points. 
The  Detroit  and  IHica  Road  was  in  1901  com- 
pleted as  far  as  Centerline,  beyond  which  it 
has  not  as  yet  been  pushed.  These  lines  with 
their  hourly  or  half-honrly  service  have  done 
much  to  bring  to  the  farmer  many  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  village,  and  judging  from 
their  constant  and  frequent  use  fill  the  ])ro- 
vcrbial  "long  felt  want." 


CHAPTER  XXVIl. 


Under  the  territorial  laws  in  force  at  the 
time  the  county  was  organized,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  in  each  county  a  County  Court 
should  be  held  by  one  chief  and  two  Asso- 
ciate Justices,  either  of  whom  should  form 
a  quorum.  Accordingly,  upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county.  Christian  Clemens  wan 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court 
with  Daniel  LeRoy  and  William  Thompson, 
Associates. 

We  quote  from  an  article  prepared  by  the 
late  Judge  Bldredge  on  the  early  County  and 
Circuit  Court  records  prepared  to  be  read  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  Bar  Association : 

"From  the  records  entitled  'Records  of 
the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Macomh, 
Attest,  John  Stockton,  Clerk,'  we  glean  the 
following : 

At  a  session  of  the  Court  for  the  County 
of  Macomb  held  at  the  house  of  Christian 
Clemens,  Esquire,  in  the  town  of  Mt.  Clemens 
on  Monday,  the  13th  day  of  July,  1818 ;  pres- 
ent, Christian  Clemens,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice 
Daniel  LeRoy  and  William  Thompson,  Asso- 
ciate Justices. 

After  the  grand  jury  wt-rx:  called  and 
sworn.  Court  adjourned  until  three  o'clock, 
p.  m.  Upon  again  convening,  Ezra  Prescott 
was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney  and 
counsellor  of  the  Court  upon  motion,  and  pro- 
duction of  his  license,  showing  his  admission 
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iiH  aji  aftornoy  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  The  seal  of 
the  Clerk  was  adopted  as  the  seal  of  the 
Court  which  then  adjourned  until  the  nest 
day.  Upon  convening  upon  the  14th,  the 
S'rajid  jury  having  been  called,  and  making 
no  presentments  they  were  discharged  and 
the  Court  adjourned  without  day.  The  next 
term  was  held  at  the  same  place  by  the  same 
Justices  February  1st,  1819;  a  grand  jury 
sw-orn  and  duly  charged,  who,  however, 
found  no  indictment.  After  dismissing  sev- 
eral appeals  and  disposing  of  some  minor 
motions,  the  court  again  adjourned  without 
the  trial  of  a  cause. 

July  12th.  1819,  the  judical  machinery 
dad,  however,  gotten  into  working  order, 
for  we  find  that  two  cases  were  tried  by 
jury.  The  first  was  that  of  Tromble  vs.  Du- 
pree,  where  the  jury  composed  of  Nathan 
Coggswell,  James  Thorington,  William 
Smith,  11.  R.  Underbill,  Bzekiel  Allen,  Levi 
HIaneet,  James  A.  Clark,  Robert  Stockton, 
John  Tucker,  Benjamin  Tromble,  John  B. 
Vcrniea,  Jr.,  and  Louis  Chapaton  rendered 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  $36.50.  The 
second  trial  was  that  of  Westbrook  vs.  Aus- 
tin, where  the  plaintiff  secured  a  verdict  of 
-$100.00. 

At  the  next  term,  which  commenced  on 
the  fitb  day  of  February,  1820,  business  was 
still  more  lively.  The  grand  jury  found 
eleven  indictments  for  various  offenses, 
among  them  being  two  against  Henry  Cot- 
trell  for  an  c)fl'ense,  that  I  am  confident  is 
very  common  in  these  days,  and  when  I 
name  it,  you  and  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  well 
as  many  others,  will  have  reason  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  the  law,  statute  or 
common  that  provided  for  sack  indictment, 
has  gone  into  disuse.  Otherwise  our  jail 
would  be  filled  and  our  courts  busy.  Ac- 
cording to  the  journal  entry,  Mr.  Cottrell 
was  indicted  for  "contempt  of  Law."  Con- 
tempt of  law!  What  litigant,  when  upon 
some  toehnienlity,  justice  has  been  denied 
him,  has  not  bevn  grossly  guilty  of  this  of- 
fense? What  lawyer,  when  listening  to  the 
charge  of  the  Court  or  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  that  sends  him  out  of  Court  beaten  and 
chagrined  has  not  been  guilty  of  this  of- 
fense? We  search  the  records  carefully  to 
find  what  became  of  the  prisoner,  Henry 
Cottrell,  who,  by  his  plea  of  not  guilty, 
meelily  and  pei'sistently  insisted  that  he  har- 
I)ored  no  contempt  for  law,  and  find  that  on 
the  next  July  term,  this  record  was  made: 
"On  motion  of  the  prisoner's  counsel,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  prisoner  and  bis  surety  be 


dis(rharged  from  their  recognizance."  We 
may  well  wonder  what  the  great  Chief  Jus- 
tice would  have  done  to  this  poor  culprit 
had  he  dared  to  admit  that  he  was  guilty 
of  contempt  of  law.  What  penalty  do  we 
suppose  would  have  in  his  opinion  measured 
the  enormity  of  one's  turning  up  his  nose 
or  snapping  his  fingers  at  the  threat,  "I  will 
have  the  law  on  you." 

At  the  same  term,  it  appears  from  the 
record  that  the  Chief  Justice  went  down 
from  his  high  place  on  the  bench  and  meekly 
made  application  to  the  Court  for  license  to 
keep  a  tavern,  and  the  Associate  Justices, 
constituting  the  Court,  cause  it  to  be  entered 
of  record  that  they,  upon  due  examination 
and  inquiry,  were  satisfied  of  the  good  moral 
character  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  that  he 
was  able  to  keep  a  hotel,  and  order  him  to 
pive  bonds  and  be  licensed.  Accordingly 
the  bond  was  made  conditioned  that  the  said 
Christian  Clemens  "shall  maintain  good  or- 
der and  rule  and  shall  suffer  no  disorder  nor 
unlawful  games  to  be  used  in  his  said  house, 
and  shall  not  break  any  of  the  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  the  tavern."  And  thereupon 
eame  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  the  late 
Zepheniah  W.  Bunce,  and  signed  the  bond 
for  the  Chief  Justice. 

At  the  next  term  held  in  July,  1820,  Spen- 
cer Coleman,  having  pi-oduced  the  certificate 
of  Chancellor  Kent  of  his  admission  to  prac- 
tice in  New  York,  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  this  state.  At  this  same  term,  Daniel  Le- 
Roy,  Samuel  T.  Davenport,  Jr.,  Benjamin  P. 
H.  Witherell  and  Thomas  Ashley  were  also 
by  order  adjnittecl  as  attorney  and  counsel- 
lors of  the  court.  At  the  February,  1821, 
term  of  the  court,  George  Alexander 
O'Keefe  was  sworn  in  as  the  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  the  county,  and  his  oath  en- 
tered upon  the  jouraal.  Li  February  of  the 
next  year,  Samuel  P.  Beach  and  Charles  No- 
bles were  admitted  to  practice.  At  that 
term,  also,  Silas  Halsey  was  arraigned  and 
pled  not  guilt.v  to  an  indictment,  as  the 
record  reads,  "for  selling  a  lesser  quantity 
than  one  quart  of  whiskey,"  but  the  jury 
upon  the  trial  evidently  foimd  the  measure 
to  be  a  fidl  quart,  and  the  prisoner  not 
guilty. 

The  term  of  the  court  commencing  on  the 
8th  day  of  July,  1822,  appears  to  have  been 
held  at  the  court  house,  being  the  first  ses- 
sion held  therein.  William  A.  Fletcher  was 
then  admitted  to  practice.  The  next  term, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  held  at  the 
house  of  Ezekial  Allen  on  the  3d  of  Pcbni- 
ary,  1822.     It  may  be  that  the  court  house 
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was  tlifii  not  so  completed  as  to  admit  of 
holding  any  but  summer  courts  therein.  At 
this  term,  George  McDougall,  Esq.,  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice.  Here,  too,  we  find  the 
record  of  the  first  courageous  suggestion 
that  the  court  was  fallible  in  the  entry  made 
in  the  ease  of  Norris  vs.  Baldwin.  "Cole- 
man for  the  defendant  presented  a  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  cum  causa  for  the  removal 
of  this  ease  to  the  Supreme  Court."  The 
Supreme  Court  reports  contain  no  mention 
of  this  case  in  that  court,  and  there  is  reason 
to  suspect  that  Counsellor  Coleman  was 
playing  a  game  on  his  Honor,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice. At  the  following  February  term,  the 
grand  jury  brought  in  an  indictment  against 
the  Chief  Justice  himself  for  assault,  but 
the  petit  jury  took  a  different  view  of  the 
matter  and  acquitted  him.  The  Clerk  and 
Chief  Justice  were  involved  in  litigation 
with  each  other  in  this  court,  but  the  cause 
was  amicably  continued,  and  the  usual  busi- 
ness of  granting  licenses  to  keep  a  tavern 
seems  to  have  proceeded  serenely.  At  the 
February  term  in  1825,  Henry  Chipman  was 
admitted  to  practice,  and  Alexander  D. 
Fraser  admitted  to  citizenship.  From  the 
records  of  the  July  term,  1828,  Robert  P. 
Eldredge  appears  to  have  become  clerk  and 
to  have  recorded  the  admission  as  an  attor- 
ney of  0.  D.  Richardson.  At  the  February 
term  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Eldredge's  name 
appeared  as  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the 
ease  of  Charles  Tucker  vs.  Tabor  Wilcox, 
he  having  been  admitted  to  practice  at  .De- 
troit. In  July,  1827,  Elias  B.  Sherman  was 
admitted  as  an  attorney  and  appointed 
Prosecuting  Attorney  pro  tem. 

At  the  February  term,  1830,  Robert  P. 
Eldredge,  who,  at  a  former  term,  had  been 
indicted  for  the  family  characteristic  of  too 
much  temper,  and  who  had  at  various  times 
interposed  various  defenses  by  motion  to 
dismiss  for  want  of  prosecution,  now  as  the 
records  show  presented  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  and  a  writ  of  "erateratia"  from  the 
Circuit  Court,  which  doubled-barreled  evi- 
dently silenced  the  enemy  or  befogged  the 
Court,  for  the  writ  was  ordered  to  be  al- 
lowed, and  we  find  no  further  proceedings 
in  the  matter.  This  record  of  the  county 
court  continues  beyond  this  but  a  day  or  two 
and  closes  with  the  entry  "and  thereupon 
the  Court  adjourned  until  tomorrow  morn- 
ing at  nine  o'clock."  If  we  judge  from  the 
want  of  further  record  tomorrow  never 
came. 

The  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  Ma- 
comb has  had  its  existence  from   1827,   and 


according  to  its  records,  it  administered  jus- 
tice with  more  formality  and  spent  less  timi> 
in  granting  licenses  than  did  the  county  court. 
George  Morell  was  its  fir.st  presiding  Judge, 
and  so  strong  a  hold  had  he  upon  the  respect 
and  affection  of  those  attending  his  court  that 
touching  resolutions  of  regret  expressing  their 
confidence  in  his  ability,  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiality, were  adopted  both  by  members  of  the 
bar  and  by  the  grand  jury  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  last  meeting  of  tho  Court  at  which  he 
presided  in  1843. 

While  it  seems  from  the  record  that  many 
of  the  earlier  attorneys  of  the  county  were 
not  admitted  in  this  Court  to  the  practice  at 
law,  many  from  oilier  places,  whose  names 
have  become  distinguis'lied,  first  entered  tlie 
profession  in  tlie  eouflw  of  tliis  county.  Henry 
D.  Terry,  iiieJiiii'd  Jiutler.  Harlehigh  Garter, 
and  Robert  P.  EldredKe  were  admitted  else- 
where, but  FriiiikliJi  Siingei-,  Jr.,  and  Jacob  M. 
Howard  were  Mdinitled  here  in  Julv,  1833: 
DeWitt  C.  Walker,  James  F.  Joy,  Royal  P. 
Crouf:e,  Solomon  Lathrop  and  Preseott  B. 
Thurston,  were  admitted  as  attorneys  in 
April,  1837,  and  E.  P.  Harris  in  October  of 
the  same  year.  In  October  of  183f),  tliei-e 
were  examined  and  admitted  John  J.  Leonard, 
Abner  C.  Smith,  Peter  S,  Palmer,  and  John 
A.  I-IilJis,  and  in  April,  1840,  James  L. 
Conger  and  Chai-les  B.  11.  Fewseiiden.  On 
April  3,  184:i,  (liics  llulibard  dropped  his 
cooper's  tools  and  by  oi'der  of  the  Coui't 
ste]>])ed  into  the  practice  of  his  profession 
which  he  for'  over-  30  years  honored  by  his 
industry,  wkill  iuid  ability.  The  silver  tongued 
Sylvester  lnwin-ii  was  here  admitted  on  April 
4,  184ri,  and  the  ei|nallv  able  and  eiociiieiit 
Audi'ew  S.  Robertson  in  Oetelier  of  184(5. 

In  tlsis  list  ()f  attorneys  admitted  here,  we 
find  the  names  of  men  who  have  won  fame  and 
wealth  as  lawyers,  statesmen  and  business 
men.  Many  of  them,  after  being  with  us  foi- 
a  time,  went  elsewhere  and  pursued  life's 
labors.  Others  remained  and  laboivd  and 
died  among  us.  Most  of  them  iiave  passed 
away,  and  a  new  set  of  iittonieys  eoniin^  after 
1846,  now  occupy  the  Ji<'ld,  but  they  had  none 
of  the  hardships  of  iiioueer  life.  The  early 
lawyer  had  to  contend  not  onlv  with  the  want 
of  law  books,  hut  with  new  laws  as  well  as 
with  the  other  ineideiits  of  a  new  country,  I 
have  heard  it  related  that  it  was  not  nnu.siial 
for  attorneys  baviofr  cases  before  Justices  to 
go  to  Detroit  on  horseback,  borrow  of  some 
richer  lawyer  than  them  their  single  pat 
authority  and  return  immediately  after  using 
it  in  Court.  Pioneer  life  in  the  profession  was 
almost  as  full  of  demands  Upon  the  courage. 
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hardiliodd  and  I'luliiraiico  of  irn"n,  jis  full  of 
tfiids  iiTid  t(^slM  i)f  KiJinliiHid  as  were  any  of 
tin-  (jUkt-  ifidiistfics. 

Althontili  as  Judy*;  Eldrodfii-  says,  later 
rocotxis  of  the  eoimty  court  art'  not  available, 
siieli  court  must  have  liccn  ccmtiiiueil  until  a 
unich  later  day.  as  we  can  find  re<^«rd  of  tlie 
election  of  llic  Judsies  and  AsHDciate  Judges 
of  tliiit  i-onvi  as  hitc  ;is  IH'dl.  Anions  those 
who  were  NeJeeted  fw  those  [io;siti(iiis  after 
the  tii'st  three  appointees  were  James  Connor, 
Kliwha  lljirrinjftou,  Ellin  Doty,  Calvin  Davis, 
Daniel  Thurston,  Samuel  S.  Axford.  Horace 
Steevens,  Alexander  Tackles.  Jacoh  SnniinerH, 
John  J.  Leonard.  Charles  Miirhle.  Jr.,  A.  C. 
Smith.  Samuel  P.  Caiifield,  U'wm  Hathaway, 
and  A/arJah  Prentiss. 

iMacoiiih  county  has  always  heen  as;soeiated 
with  St.  Clair  county  in  tlie  Circuit,  other 
counties  being  included  in  the  earlier  days. 
Judge  Sanford  M.  Green,  who  was  appointed 
Circuit  Judjre  of  the  District  including  Ma- 
comb county  in  ll:i48  was  lonjf  remembered 
and  revered  by  those  who  practiced  before 
him,  and  with  his  name  have  been  associated 
those  of  Judge  Dewey,  W.  T.  MitcheU,  E.  W. 
Harris  and  Herman  W.  Stevens,  who  have 
]>resided  in  this  Circuit.  With  the  election  of 
Judge  Arthur  L.  Canfield  in  the  spring  of 
1 887,  Macomb  county  secured  its  first  resident 
Circxiit  Judge.  In  April,  1901,  the  county  of 
Macnmb  was  eonstitntod  a  separate  judicial 
eiri'int  and  has  so  ri>iniiiiie<!  evi'r  Niiice.  James 
B.  Eldri'd'ie  was  eleeleii  to  lill  llie  position  of 
Judge  of  that  Court  in  the  spring  of  1893; 
James  G.  Tucker  in  the  spring  of  1899,  and 
Byron  R.  Erskine  in  the  spring  of  1905. 

The  writer  assumes  that  the  information 
concerning  the  members  of  the  present  bar 
of  Macomb  county  will  be  found  in  the  bio- 
graphical section  of  this  work  and  as  well 
that  the  biographies  of  those  who  have  so 
recently  left  ua,  as  have  Thomas  M.  Crocker, 
James  B.  Eldredge  and  Edgar  Weeks,  will 
;dso  there  be  found.  Of  the  earlier  members 
of  the  bar,  Abner  C;  Smith  came  from  Ver- 
nmnt,  and  was  the  village  printer  as  well  as 
lawyer.  He  was  a  tall  intellectual  looking 
man,  who  always  wore  gold  bowed  glasses  and 
always  had  with  him  the  full  dignity  of  his 
two  professions,  law  and  journalism.  For 
some  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Ma- 
comb Gazette,  the  Democratic  paper  which 
ran  from  about  1850  to  1856.  Its  office  was 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Court  house 
square  about  where  now  stands  the  Medea 
Hotel  (jafe.     .Mr.  Smith  built   and  for  some 


time  lived  in  the  small  brick  house  on  the 
south  side  of  Robertson  street  at  its  then 
westerly  terminus  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  William  T.  Moxon  (No.  211). 
Mr.  Smith  in  the  late  50 's  moved  to  Minne- 
sota, where  he  continued  the  practice  of  law 
until  his  death  some  time  in  the  70's. 

John  J.  Leonard  was  at  one  time  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  the  county,  came  to  this 
county  in  the  30's  and  removed  to  Detroit  in 
about  1865.  As  has  already  been  stated,  he 
was  at  one  time  county  judge.  He  continued 
the  practice  of  law  in  Detroit  for  many  years 
after  his  removal  from  this  county.  He  was 
the  father  of  Theodore  0.  Leonard  of  Detroit 
and  Jlrs.  Harriett  Briggs,  who  lived  ou  the 
Gratiot  Turnpike. 

Henry  D.  Terry  was  born  in  1817  and  came 
to  Macomb  county  and  married  Louise  Clem- 
ens, the  youngest  daughter  of  the  founder  of 
the  village,  in  -February,  1845.  He  was  a  man 
of  striking  personal  appearance,  commanding 
figure,  a  bnlliant  thinker  and  tluent  speaker. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  War  of  the 
Behelliou,  and  was  appointed  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, and  thereafter  maintained  his  residence 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  died  in  1869. 
■  Harlehigh  Carter  came  to  Utica  in  the  30 's 
and  removed  from  there  to  Mt.  Clemens  upon 
his  election  to  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1842. 
He  was  a  man  over  six  feet  tall,  well  propor- 
tioned and  a  most  vigorous  speaker.  Not 
long  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was 
appointed  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Arizona  and  removed  from  the 
county.  None  of  his  family  are  now  residents 
of  the  county  so  far  as  Icnown  to  the  writer. 

One  of  the  juost  able  and  brilliant  members 
of  the  earlier  bar  of  IMaeomh  county  was  An- 
drew S.  Robertson,  who  was  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  the  county  from  1846  to  1850,  and 
member  of  the  State  Senate  from  this  county 
in  1863.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Matilda  Allen,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  C. 
Allen,  and  thus  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
Christian  Clemens,  who  is  now  living  at  Sagi- 
naw. His  first  wife  was  Julia  St-ockton, 
daughter  of  Col.  and  Mary  Stoclrton.  His 
children  were  Andrew  S.  Robertson,  who  died 
comparatively  young  and  unmarried,  and 
Mrs,  Julia  Newton,  now  of  Saginaw.  Mr. 
Robertson  died  suddenly  March  25,  1863.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  associated  in  his 
profession  with  Austin  C.  Hewitt,  a  versatile 
and  brilliant  genius,  who  from  about  1847  in 
some  time  in  the  60*8  followed  the  profef 
of  dentistry,  medicine  and  jurisp™den< 
Mt.  Clemens.     He  later  removed  to  CI 
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and  continued  the  practice  of  dentistry  for 
many  years. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  bar  wlio  prac- 
ticed longer  than  any  other,  was  Eichard  But- 
ler, appointed  October  8,  1839.  lie  was  boru 
in  Qrosse  Isle  in  Detroit  River,  April  1,  1797. 
lie  was  denied  educational  advantages  (luring 
his  youth  and  won  his  education  after  he  be- 
came of  age,  solely  by  his  own  persistent  ef- 
forts. In  September  of  1821  he  eame  to  De- 
troit and  continued  hia  studies,  teaching 
school  in  the  meantime.  He  also  taught  in  a 
school  at  Mt.  Clemens  and  at  otlier  points  in 
the  county.  He  eame  to  Mt.  Clemens  in  1828 
and  in  1829  was  appointed  County  Clerk,  to 
which  position  he  was  again  elected  in  1830. 
For  four  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  at  one  time  was  Register  of  the  United 
States  Land  Office  at  Sanlt  Ste.  &Iarie.  In 
the  years  1857  and  1858,  he  was  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  the  county  and  in  1838  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  from  Macomb.  In  August 
of  1827  he  married  Miss  Abigail  Hayes, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Hayes,  who  located  at 
Marcellus  in  1819.  The  only  cliild  who  lived 
to  maturity  was  Milton  II.  Biitler,  long  time 
business  man  and  capitalist  of  Mt.  Clemens 
and  Detroit.  Richard  Butler  died  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  June  28,  1891. 

Giles  Hubbard  mentioned  above  was  the 
son  of  Quartus  Hubbard  of  Jlarbletown,  N. 
Y.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Thurs- 
ton with  whom  he  entered  into  a  partnei'ship 
for  a  year.  Later  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Robert  P.  Eldredge,  which  continued 
for  about  fifteen  years.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  under  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1840,  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county 
for  the  years  1859-60,  and  again  in  1865-6. 
He  was  a  man  of  pronounced  ability  and  un- 
tiring energy,  and  won  for  himself  a  high 
position  in  his  profession  and  a  very  substan- 
tial fortune  which  was  largely  invested  in  real 
estate  in  and  about  Mt.  Clemens  and  in  the 
city  of  Chicago.  He  was  married  September 
23,  1842,  to  Bnphemia,  daughter  of  Homer 
and  Mary  Atwood  Bingham.  He  died  sud- 
denly at  his  home  on  North  avenue  in  Mt. 
Clemens,  November  6,  1876.  Ills  only  child 
living  in  the  county  at  present  is  Jfrs.  Julia 
(Edward  F.)  Dillon. 

Another  prominent  practitioner  at  the  bar 

of  Macomb  County  was  Aaron  B.  Maynard, 

who  was  born  in  Peru,  "Windham  county,  Ver- 

.  --  --nt,  October  22,  1816 ;  married  October  12, 

^S,  to  Julia  Edmunds,  sister  of  Senator  Ed- 

-ids  of  Vermont.     In  1855  he  came  to  De- 

and    established    himself    in    practice 


there,  where  he  maintained  an  office  for  many 
years.  He  was  U.  S,  District  Attorney  under 
the  Grant  administration  and  was  reeognize<l 
as  resourceful,  brilliant  and  able  defender  of 
the  rights  of  his  clients.  He  and  his  family 
resided  in  Romeo  from  1855  until  the  time 
of  his  deatli  July  24,  1891.  Two  of  his 
daughters  were  Mrs.  E.  W.  M<?ddaugh  and 
Mrs.  John  W.  Dyar, 

Irving  D.  Hanscom  was  born  in  Shelby, 
tliis  county,  June  30,  1840,  his  parents  having 
come  into  the  county  1820.  Mr,  Hanscom  ob- 
tained his  education  at  the  Disco  Acadeuiy 
and  Dickenson  Institiite  at  Romeo,  Dr.  Sel- 
den's  school  at  Detroit  and  Antioch  College 
in  Ohio.  Aft^Br  some  experiences  in  the  west 
and  three  years  service  in  the  army  during 
the  war,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  E.  F. 
Mead  at  Romeo  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  April,  1866,  by  esaiuination  before  Judge 
Sanford  M.  Green.  He  was  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  of  the  county  for  two  succes- 
sive terms  and  candidate  of  his  party  for  tlie 
office  of  proseciiting  attorney  on  various  oc- 
casions, having  been  elected  to  that  office  in 
1880.  In  1882  he  removed  from  Romeo  to 
Marquette,  where  he  continued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  until  his  death  about  two 
years  ago.  Mr,  Hanscom  was  a  man  of  fine 
appearance,  genial,  persistent,  generous,  evcf 
honorable  and  courteous  in  hia  association 
with  others,  and  able  and  brilliant  in  the  care 
of  his  client's  business.  In  his  new  home  ho 
was  long  associated  in  his  practice  with  some 
of  the  most  able  and  brilliant  minds  of  the 
legal  profession  in  the  Upper  Peninsula, 

Macomb  County  can  well  be  proud  of  its 
representatives  in  the  legal  profession  in  the 
past  and  the  members  of  the  present  bar  have 
before  it  an  inspiring  example  in  the  record 
of  their  predecessors  for  energy,  ability  and 
faithfulness.  If  they  desii-c  to  maintain  the 
standard,  it  well  behooves  them  to  put  forth 
their  best  efforts. 

The  present  bar  of  Macomb  County  is  made 
up  of  the  following  members:  George  M. 
Crocker,  Silas  B.  Spier,  Martin  Crocker,  0,  C. 
Lungerhausen,  Byron  R.  Erskine,  Robert  F. 
Eldredge,  Seth  "W,  Knight,  John  A.  Weeks, 
Franz  C.  Kuhn,  Vanium  J.  Bowers,  Wm,  S. 
Jenney,  Neil  E.  Reid,  Winent  H,  D.  Fox,  Al- 
fred J.  Parker,  Frederick  C,  Miller,  F.  J. 
Hole,  Wm.  J.  Dusse,  Wm.  T.  KeUy,  Edward 
A.  Sumner,  Wm.  F.  Sawn,  Clarence  H,  Nun- 
neley,  AUen  W.  Kent,  Charles  H.  Hummer- 
ich,  Bert  V.  Nunneley  and  Wm.  T,  Cross,  of 
Mt.  Clemens;  Dwight  N.  Lowell,  J,  L,  Stark- 
weather,   W.    T,    Starkweather,    Charles    (_'. 
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ThoringtoH,  Lafavette  H.  Bates,  Wm.  T.  Hos- 
ncr,  Henry  J.  JIcKay,  of  Romeo;  0.  S.  Bur- 
Kcss,  W.  K.  Htiino,  of  Hiclimond;  Bert  C. 
I'rusturi,  and  Lynn  M.  Johiisoii,  of  Armada; 
(icorgu  E.  Eela-rt,  of  IJtiea ;  Floyd  E.  An- 
drews, of  New  Baltimore,  and  AlirMliiiin  Tj. 
('ook,  of  Roseville. 


CONCIA'SIOX. 

When  the  writer  iindeilool;  tin'  task  of  coni- 
liiliiig  a  history  of  lyuv  Taif  cuunty,  lie  had  lit- 
lle  eonpeption  of  the  wealth  ol  iiiateriol  avail- 
abU>,  of  the  nitmhei-  of  subjects  iiroperly  to  be 
inchid.d  id  (he  ^u)rk.  nor  the  amount  of  space 
thai"  wiiiild  Ih'  I'lm^nnied  by  the  varions  sub- 
jeels  hiinilk'd.  ('iceiinistances  beyond  his  con- 
li'iil  hrtve  lU'eessitated  the  forwarding  to  the 
pnblishers  portions  of  work  before  mnch  of 
the  other  portions  was  written.  As  an  unfor- 
tunate result,  some  phases  of  the  county's 
growth  have  been  treated  more  at  length  than 
others  of  e(iual  or  gi-eater  ini])ortance — it  be- 
in;;  impossible  under  such  cireumstances  prop- 
erly to  balance  the  work.  Some  of  the  chapters 
written  latest  (not  necessarily  the  last  chap- 
ters) have  heen  iinduly  condensed,  and  many 
topics  loft  iiinncntioned.    ftotiic  chapters  that 


had  been  contemplated  eoiild  not  be  prepared 
at  all.  One,  the  omission  of  which  the  writer 
much  regrets,  was  on  the  military  work  of  Ma- 
comb county's  sons.  But  the  old  history  of 
the  county  contains  a  large  amount  of  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  (and  where  necessary  to 
shorten  the  writer  has  tried  to  select  those 
subjects  where  other  material  was  readily  ac- 
ce^ible)  that  is  more  accurate  than  would  be 
contained  in  another  account  hastily  pre- 
pared, and  "Michigan  in  the  War"  is  of 
course  a  storehouse  of  reliable  knowledge.  Yet 
it  would  have  been  more  pleasing  to  have  in- 
eluded  here  a  suitable  tribute  to  the  work  and 
patriotism  of  those  who  sacrificed  their  time, 
their  health  and  too  often  their  very  lives 
that  onr  country  niifrht  remain  one  nation,  or 
later  that  the  stru^ling  Cubans  might  attain 
the  freedom  our  forefathera  purchased  by  like 
sufferings  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago. 

For  any  who  feel  impelled  to  carry  the 
study  of  our  local  history-  further  there  is 
open  a  rich  field  of  most  interesting  work,  and 
any  such  the  writer  would  gladly  welcome  and 
aid  by  suggestions.  Bespeaking  for  his  work 
the  charity  of  the  reader.s,  the  writer  leaves 
the  work  with  the  hope  that  Jtaeomb  County's 
future  may  exceed  in  glorious  progrej^s  even 
its  past. 
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